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United States Department of State

Washington, D. C. 20520

MAR 2 3 2005
Dear Mr. Abercrombie:

This is in response to your letter of March 2 expressing your support 
for the advancement of women worldwide and for the Beijing Platform for 
Action.

This Administration has a proud record of empowering women. Our 
commitment is backed by programs to promote women’s political leadership 
and economic participation, increase access to education and health care, 
including reproductive health and family planning, and combat trafficking in 
persons and HIV/AIDS. One tremendous accomplishment of which we can 
all be proud is the impact of the liberation of Iraq and Afghanistan, leading 
to democratically elected national assemblies in which at least 25 percent of 
members will be women.

The United States participated actively in the 49 Session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women, which was held in New York from 
February 28 to March 11. Our Representative to the CSW, Ambassador 
Ellen Sauerbrey, and the U.S. delegation worked tirelessly to advance 
women’s issues. This year the United States sponsored two resolutions to 
place special emphasis on empowering women economically and on 
combating demand as a key part of the fight against trafficking in women 
and girls. We also organized two discussions: one focusing on women and 
political participation, the other addressing the women’s access to 
information and communications technology. The United States withdrew 
the amendment referred to in your letter, with the clear understanding that 
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action did not create any new 
international rights, including a right to abortion. Thereafter, the CSW 
adopted unanimously a declaration that reaffirmed these documents.

The Honorable
Neil Abercrombie, 

House of Representatives.



We appreciate your interest in the continued empowerment of women 
around the world. The strong bipartisan support you have already displayed 
for this effort will be a continuing requirement in the months and years 
ahead. Please let us know if we can be of further assistance on this or any 
other matter of concern to you.

Sincerely,

mes P. 1 qfry
Acting Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs


