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"PACIFIC PILGRIM:

A TRIBUTE TO HENRY OBOOKIAH”
DELIVERED BY U. S. SENATOR SPARK M. MATSUNAGA
AT HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
SunNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1986 - 10:30 A.Mm.

THANK You, DEACON MAHINA BAILEY, FOR YOUR WARM WORDS OF
WELCOME. REVEREND (HowARD) BorGSTROM, REVEREND (MARC)
STEWART, REVEREND (CHERYL) STEWART, PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS

of Hope UNITED CHURCH oF CHRIsT: ALOHA!

[T TRULY AMAZES ME AS A NATIVE OF HAWAII TO FIND MYSELF
PARTICIPATING IN SERVICES, 5,000 MILES FROM HOME, TO
COMMEMORATE THE PASSING INTO GLORY OF (PUKAHAIA, BETTER KNOWN
As HENRY OBOOKIAH, OBSERVED/ON THIS SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY HERE AT
Hore UNITED AS IT IS IN Hg&AII. OBOOKIAH WAS A PILGRIM FROM
THE PACIFIC IN A STRANegd NEW LAND =- AND, AGAINST ALL 0ODDS OF
LANGUAGE AND BACKGROUNQ& HE ACHIEVED IN A FEW SHORT YEARS A
COMMUNION OF'CULTUREsng A PERSONAL LEVEL WHICH PRESAGED THAT

&

OF HIS OWN SOCIETY. /

4

!
THE sTorRYy oF HENRY (JBOOKIAH IS A REMARKABLE ONE:
¢

SIMPLE, YET PROFOUND; ONE WHICH BEGAN NEARLY TWO CENTURIES
AGO, YET PERTINENT TO OUR OWN TIMES. ToDAY WE ARE MOST

CONSCIOUS OF THgT SIN OF WHICH JESUS SPOKE IN HIS MOST




CONDEMNING INJUNCTION -- THAT OF CHILD ABUSE. [Ts VICTIMS
OFTEN GROW UP TO BECOME ITS PERPETRATORS. SIMILARLY, THE
CHILDHOOD TRAUMA OF WAR AND VIOLENCE LEAVES A HORRIBLE LEGACY
FOR ORPHANS AROUND THE WORLD == FROM BEIRUT To BELFAST, FROM
MANAGUA TO MANILA. SuUCH EARLY WOUNDS LEAVE LIFE-LONG SCARS
UPON THE SPIRIT, AND YET EVEN IN THESE INSTANCES THE GIFT OF

FAITH CAN PROVINE HEALING, AS EVIDENCED IN THE INSPIRING LIFE

F

Afpre
OF THIS 'YOUNG HAWATIAN YOUTH.

As IF DESTINED FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE AT BIRTH, HE
WAS NAMED "OPUKAHA'IA,” MEANING CESAREAN BIRTH. AT THE AGE OF
TWELVE HE WITNESSED THE TORTURE OF HIS MOTHER AND THE KILLING
OF BOTH HIS PARENTS BY SOLDIERS ENGAGED IN POLITICAL WARFARE
AT THE BEGINNING OF KAMEHAMEHA'S DRIVE FOR DOMINATION OF THE
ISLANDS. TO WORSEN THE TRAGEDY, WHEN (BOOKIAH PICKED UP HIS
INFANT BROTHER AND PLACED HIM oN HIS BACK IN AN ATTEMPT TO
EscAbE, Aﬁ ENEMY SPEAR PIERCED HIS BROTHER'S BODY AND SNUFFED

OUT HIS LIFE-.

SHIELDED BY HIS BROTHER'S BODY OBOOKIAH'S OWN LIFE WAS
SPARED, EVEN THOUGH IN HIS GRIEF HE BEGGED TO BE KILLED ALSO-
INSTEAD, THE MAN RESPONSIBLE FoR HIS FATHER'S DEATH TOOK YOUNG
OBOOKIAH INTO HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD AND THE CONFUSED BOY COULD NOT
UNDERSTAND WHY HE WAS KEPT ALIVE, WHEN THE REST OF HIS FAMILY
HAD BEEN KILLED. HE WAS TOLD HE WAS TOO YOUNG TO BE A THREAT
AND TOO OLD TO BE A BURDEN BUT THIS ANSWER FAILED TO SATISFY

HIM.




AFTER AN ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE FROM THE HOUSEHOLD OF HIS
FATHER'S KILLER HAD FAILED, YOUNG (BOOKIAH LIVED WITH HIS
CAPTOR FOR A YEAR. HE WAS THEN DISCOVERED BY AN UNCLE, WHO
WAS A HAWAIIAN PRIEST, OR KAHUNA. HE WAS RELEASED TO THE CARE
OF HIS UNCLE AND GRANDMOTHER AND ENTERED TRAINING FOR THE

TR Esy1e Y
RELIGIOUS VOCATION OF HIS UNCLE. THEN VIOLENT TRAUMA STRUCK

ONCE MORE:" HE WITNESSED THE DEATH OF HIS AUNT == FORCED OVER A

CLIFF BY SOLDIERS.*-\AS POLITICAL STRIFE BROKE OUT ANEw, 89 o KR OME

&REKI?&ASUﬂ4? SHOCK AND GRIEF, FHET HE RAN OUT FROM HIS HIDING
PLACE AND ATTEMPTED TO THROW HIMSELF OVER THE PRECIPICE AFTER
HIS AUNT, BUT THE SOLDIERS STOPPED HIM AND HELD HIM BACK.
AFTER REGAINING HIS CALM, HE WONDERED WHY HIS LIFE HAD BEEN

SAVED AGAIN.

WITH THIS WONDER CAME A LONGING FOR ESCAPE FROM THE
CAPRICIOUS VIOLENCE OF HIS SURROUNDINGS. NOT LONG THEREAFTER
A New ENGLAND SEA CAPTAIN OFFERED HIM A POSITION ABOARD HIS
MERCHANT VESSEL, SUBJECT TO HIs UNCLE'S PERMISSION. AT FIRST

AL .
HIS UNCLE REFUSED BUT THE BOY's DESIRE WAS SO STRONé;éE AT
LENGTH RELENTED. AT THE AGE ofF 16 OBOOKIAH LEFT FOR AN
UNKNOWN, NEW WORLD WITH STRANGERS WHO SPOKE IN A FOREIGN
TONGUE, ACCOMPANIED ONLY BY ONE OTHER HAWAITAN YOUTH, NAMED
Horo'o. FoR Two YEARS 0BOOKIAH, DUBBED “HENRY” BY THE
CAPTAIN, AND Hopo'0, NAMED "THoMAS,” SAILED THE WORLD WHILE
LEARNING TO SPEAK THE ENGLISH | ANGUAGE. HE EVEN LEARNED TO

WRITE A LITTLE UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF A SEAMAN NAMED RICHARD

HUBBARD. WHEN THEIR VOYAGE EnpeD IN NEw YORK, HENRY WAS




OFFERED THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN THE CREW OF ANOTHER SHIP BOUND
FOR HAWAII. HE DECLINED, FOR BY THEN HE WAS DETERMINED TO
LIVE IN AMERICA TO GAIN PROFICIENCY IN WRITING, A SKILL

UNKNOWN IN THE LAND OF HIS BIRTH.

THE Two HAWAIIAN YOUNGSTERS TRAVELED WITH THEIR

SEA CAPTAIN TO HIS HOME IN NEw HAVEN, CONNECTICUT. [ﬁHOMAS WAS

TAKEN IN BY A YALE UNIVERSITY FAMILY NAMED HOTCHKISS AND SOON
GAINED AN ABILITY TO READ AND WRITE, ABILITIES WHICH STILL
ELUDED YOUNG HENRY. THOMAS THEN RETURNED TO THE SEA WHILE
HENRY FOUND AN ENGLISH TUTOR NAMED EDWIN DwIGHT, A YALE
STUDENT TRAINING TO BECOME A FOREIGN MISSIONAR{;]
SUBSEQUENTLY, HENRY WAS INVITED TO JOINED THE HOUSEHOLD OF
YALE'S PRESIDENT, THE REVEREND TIMOTHY DWIGHT. STILL LATER HE
MOVED TO TORRINGFORD, CONNECTICUT, INTO THE HOME OF ANOTHER

CLERGYMAN, SamueL MiLLs.

[T WAS DURING THIS PERIonjéggﬁ HENRY WAS DRAWN TO THE
CHRISTIAN FAITH OF HIS BENEFACTORS, FOR WHOM HE UNDERTOOK
FARMING CHORES. THIS CHILD-VICTIM OF WAR FELT HIMSELF
ATTRACTED TO THE PRINCE OF PEACE AS SOMEONE WHO PROVIDED
MEANING TO LIFE FAR STRONGER THAN THAT OF THE 'AUMAKUA, OR
FAMILY GoDS, OF HIS KAHUNA UNcLe’'sS FAITH. HENRY WENT ON TO
BECOME A COMMITTED CHRISTIAN AND THE FIRST HAWAITAN SCHOLAR OF
WESTERN CIVILIZATION. HE TRANSLATED THE BOOK OF GENESIS FROM
ENGLISH INTO A HAWAIIAN FORM ofF WRITING AND BEGAN TO WORK ON A

HAWAIIAN GRAMMAR, DICTIONARY AND SPELLING BOOK. HE ALSO




OWN
UNDERTOOK TO WRITE THE STORY OF HIS,LIFE, BASED IN PART ON A

JOURNAL AND DIARY HE KEPT IN HIS LAST YEARS. HIS REPUTATION
AS A CHRISTIAN CONVERT SPREAD AND HE WAS ASKED TO SPEAK AT
WORSHIP SERVICES IN COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT NEw ENGLAND. ETHE
MOST MEMORABLE OF HIS SERMONS WAS DELIVERED AT AMHERST,
MASSACHUSETTS-\ HE WAS RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH ON

AprIL 9, 1815, AT WHICH TIME HE ANNOUNCED HIS INTENTION TO
RETURN TO HIS PACIFIC HOMELAND UPON COMPLETION OF TRAINING FOR
THE MINISTRY. HE HAD FINALLY FOUND THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION
WHICH HAD PLAGUED HIM THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE, "WHY HAD HIS LIFE
BEEN SPARED SO MANY TIMES?” AT AGE 23, HE HAD DISCOVERED HIS

MISSION IN LIFE: THE CONVERSION OF HIS COUNTRYMEN TO

CHRISTIANITY.

WITH SEVERAL OTHER HAWATIAN YOUNG MEN, HE ENROLLED AT

THE FOREIGN MIssioN ScHooL IN CORNWALL, CONNECTICUT. THERE,

UNFORTUNATELY,\E: DIED ON FEBRuyaRY 17, 1818, AFTER AN ILLNESS

OF SEVERAL WEEKS!AT THE AGE OF 26. IN HIS LAST DAYS HE BED

A
EXPREs§a£EGRET THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO RETURN TO HAWAII.
HE EXPIRED AFTER BIDDING THOSE AT HIS BED-SIDE "ALOHA OE.” As
ONE OBSERVER LATER WROTE, “HIs SPIRIT HAD DEPARTED ~- BUT A
SMILE, SUCH AS NONE PRESENT HAp EVER BEHELD - AN EXPRESSION OF

THE FINAL TRIUMPH OF HIS SOUL, REMAINED UPON HIS COUNTENANCE."

THE EXAMPLE OF HIS LIFE INSPIRED THE FIRST CHRISTIAN
MISSIONARIES TO VENTURE TO HAwari. HIS AuToBIOGRAPHY, MEMOIRS

0F HENRY OBOOKIAH, WAS PUBLISHED AFTER HIS DEATH AND BECAME




THE BEST-SELLER OF ITS DAY. IT wAs ESTIMATED THAT 500,000

PEOPLE READ HIS BOOK AT A TIME WHEN THE COUNTRY'S POPULATION

N

9.
WASANINE MILLION, SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND AND THE ADULT LITERATE

POPULATION WAS PROBABLY LESS THAN ONE OUT OF FIVE.

i

7H

WHO WOULD HAVE IMAGINED HOW THE CONVERSION AND FERVENT
FAITH OF ONE PROMISING YOUNG MAN —= CLAIMED BY DEATH AT SO
EARLY AN AGE =- WOULD BE INSTRUMENTAL IN DRAWING HIS ISLAND
HOMELAND INTO THE ORBIT OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION? | HAVE LONG
BELIEVED THAT 'TIS BETTER TO BE KNOWN AS A GOOD MAN THAN A
GREAT ONE, FOR GREATNESS IS AN ASSESSMENT OF MORTALS; GOODNESS
A GIFT OF GobD. IN THE CASE OF HENRY OBOOKIAH HIS GOODNESS WAS
SUCH THAT HE PLAYED A GREAT ROLE IN THE HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE.
FOR HIM THE BIBLICAL INJUNCTION TO GO FORTH AND TEACH ALL
NATIONS WAS A CALL TO RETURN HOME TO HIS OWN PEOPLE. [N THE
YEARS SINCE HIS PASSING, (BOOKIAH'S STRIFE-TORN HOMELAND HAS

THE ALOHR STATE  LOVE A~

BECOME, A" SYMBOL OF PEWEEFHL, HARMONY, HAVING RESPONDED TO HIS

CRY: "E ALA NA MOKU KAI L1LOLOA" - "AWAKEN, YE ISLANDS OF THE

FAR-AWAY SEAS.”
MAHALO FOR YOUR KIND INVITATION TO JOIN WITH YOU IN
Gojp's
WORSHIP TODAY. (/&AY ;HEaﬁeﬁb*s BLESSING BE WITH YOU ALL -~

ALOHA NYT LOA- /v’ﬁ Eo BRA O B flagpgsn i@ i 0 0E )

##H




"PACIFIC PILGRIM:

A TRIBUTE TO HENRY OBOOKIAH"
DELIVERED BY U. S. SENATOR SPARK M. MATSUNAGA
AT HOPE UMITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1986 - 10:30 A.M.

THANK YoU, DEACON MAHINA BAILEY, FOR YOUR WARM WORDS OF

WELCOME. ReverenD (HowArRD) RorcsTRoOM, ReVEReEND (Marc)

STEWART, REVEREND (CHERYL) STEWART, PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS

oF Hope UNITED CHURCH oF CHRIST: ALOHA!

[T TRULY AMAZES ME AS A NATIVE OF HAWAII TO FIND MYSELF

PARTICIPATING IN SERVICES, 5,000 MILES FROM HOME, TO

COMMEMORATE THE PASSING INTO GLORY OF (OPUKAHAIA, BETTER KNOWN

AS HENRY OBOOKIAH, OBSERVED ON THIS SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY HERE AT

Hope UNITED AS IT IS IN HAWAII. 0OBOOKIAH WAS A PILGRIM FROM

THE PACIFIC IN A STRANGE, NEW LAND -— AND, AGAINST ALL ODDS OF

LANGUAGE AND BACKGROUND, HE ACHIEVED IN A FEW SHORT YEARS A




COMMUNION OF CULTURES ON A PERSONAL LEVEL WHICH PRESAGED THAT

OF HIS OWN SOCIETY.

THE STORY oF HENRY OBOOKIAH IS A REMARKABLE ONE:

SIMPLE, YET PROFOUND; ONE WHICH BEGAN NEARLY TWO CENTURIES

AGO, YET PERTINENT TO OUR OWN TIMES. TODAY WE ARE MOST

CONSCIOQUS OF THAT SIN OF WHICH JESUS SPOKE IN HIS MOST

CONDEMNING INJUNCTION —- THAT OF CHILD ABUSE. [TS viICTIMS

OFTEN GROW UP TO BECOME ITS PERPETRATORS. SIMILARLY, THE

CHILDHOOD TRAUMA OF WAR AND VIOLENCE LEAVES A HORRIBLE LEGACY

FOR ORPHANS AROUND THE WORLD —-- FROM BEIRUT TO BELFAST, FROM

MANAGUA TO MANILA. SUCH EARLY WOUNDS LEAVE LIFE-LONG SCARS

UPON THE SPIRIT, AND YET EVEN IN THESE INSTANCES THE GIFT OF

FAITH CAN PROVIDE HEALING, AS EVIDENCED IN THE INSPIRING LIFE

OF THIS NATIVE HAWAIIAN YOUTH.

As IF DESTINED FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE AT BIRTH, HE

WAS NAMED “0OPUKAHA'IA,” MEANING CESAREAN BIRTH. AT THE AGE OF

TWELVE HE WITNESSED THE TORTURE OF HIS MOTHER AND THE KILLING

OF BOTH HIS PARENTS BY SOLDIERS ENGAGED IN POLITICAL WARFARE




AT THE BEGINNING OF KAMEHAMEHA'S DRIVE FOR DOMINATION OF THE

ISLANDS. To WORSEN THE TRAGEDY WHEN NBOOKIAH PICKED up HIS

INFANT BROTHER AND PLACED HIM ON HIS BACK IN AN ATTEMPT TO

ESCAPE WITH HIM, AN ENEMY SPEAR PIERCED HIS BROTHER'S BODY AND
SNUFFED OUT HIS LIFE.

SHIELDED BY HIS BROTHER'S BODY OBOOKIAH'S OWN LIFE WAS
SPARED, EVEN THOUGH IN HIS GRIEF HE BEGGED TO BE KILLED ALSO.
[NSTEAD, THE MAN RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS FATHER'S DEATH TOOK YOUNG
OBOOKIAH INTO HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD AND THE CONFUSED BOY COULD NOT
UNDERSTAND WHY HE WAS KEPT ALIVE, WHEN THE REST OF HIS FAMILY
HAD BEEN KILLED. HE WAS TOLD HE WAS TOO YOUNG TO BE A THREAT
AND TOO OLD TO BE A BURDEN BUT THIS ANSWER FAILED TO SATISFY
HIM.

AFTER AN ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE FROM THE HOUSEHOLD OF HIS
FATHER'S KILLER HAD FAILED, YOUNG (JBOOKIAH LIVED WITH HIS
CAPTOR FOR A YEAR. HE WAS THEN DISCOVERED BY AN UNCLE, WHO
WAS A HAWAIIAN PRIEST, OR KAHUNA. HE was RELEASED TO THE CARE

OF HIS UNCLE AND GRANDMOTHER AND ENTERED TRAINING FQOR THE




RELIGIOUS PROFESSION OF HIS UNCLE. THEN VIOLENT TRAUMA STRUCK

ONCE MORE: AS POLITICAL STRIFE BROKE OUT ANEW, HE WITNESSED

THE DEATH OF HIS AUNT -- FORCED OVER A CLIFF BY SOLDIERS.

OVERCOME BY SHOCK AND GRIEF, HE RAN OUT FROM HIS HIDING PLACE

AND ATTEMPTED TO THROW HIMSELF OVER THE PRECIPICE AFTER HIS
AUNT, BUT THE SOLDIERS STOPPED HIM AND HELD HIM BACK. AFTER
REGAINING HIS CALM, HE WONDERED WHY HIS LIFE HAD BEEN SAVED
AGAIN.

WITH THIS WONDER CAME A LONGING FOR ESCAPE FROM THE
CAPRICIOUS VIOLENCE OF HIS SURROUNDINGS. NOT LONG THEREAFTER
A NEW ENGLAND SEA CAPTAIN OFFERED HIM A POSITION ABOARD HIS
MERCHANT VESSEL, SUBJECT TO HIS UNCLE’'S PERMISSION. AT FIRST
HIS UNCLE REFUSED BUT THE RBOY'S DESIRE WAS SO STRONG THAT HE
AT LENGTH RELENTED. AT THE AGE OF 16 OBOOKIAH LEFT FOR AN
UNKNOWN, NEW WORLD WITH STRANGERS WHO SPOKE IN A FOREIGN
TONGUE, ACCOMPANIED ONLY BY ONE OTHER HAWAIIAN YOUTH, NAMED
Horo’o. FoORrR Two YEARS 0OBOOKIAH, DUBBED “HENRY” BY THE

’

CAPTAIN, AND Horo’o, NAMED “THOMAS,” SAILED THE WORLD WHILE




LEARNING TO SPEAK THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. HE EVEN LEARNED TO

WRITE A LITTLE UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF A SEAMAN NAMED

RICHARD HUBBARD. WHEN THEIR VOYAGE ENDED IN NEw York, HENRY

WAS OFFERED THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN THE CREW OF ANOTHER SHIP
BOUND FOR HAWAII. HE DECLINED, FOR BY THEN HE WAS DETERMINED
TO LIVE IN AMERICA TO GAIN PROFICIENCY IN WRITING, A SKILL
UNKNOWN IN THE LAND OF HIS BIRTH.

THE Two HAWAIIAN YOUNGSTERS TRAVELED WITH THEIR SEA
CAPTAIN TO HIS HOME IN New HAVEN, CONNECTICUT. THOMAS WAS
TAKEN IN BY A YALE UNIVERSITY FAMILY NAMED HOTCHKISS AND SOON
GAINED AN ABILITY TO READ AND WRITE, ABILITIES WHICH STILL
ELUDED YOUNG HENRY. THOMAS THEN RETURNED TO THE SEA WHILE
HENRY FOUND AN ENGLISH TUTOR NAMED EDWIN DWIGHT, A YALE
STUDENT TRAINING TO BECOME A FOREIGN MISSIONARY .
SUBSEQUENTLY, HENRY WAS INVITED TO JOIN THE HOUSEHOLD OF
YALE'S PRESIDENT, THE REVEREND TIMOTHY NDWIGHT. STILL LATER HE
MOVED TO TORRINGFORD, CONNECTICUT, INTO THE HOME OF ANOTHER

CLERGYMAN, SAMUEL MiLLs.




[T WAS DURING THIS PERIOD THAT HENRY WAS DRAWN TO THE

CHRISTIAN FAITH OF HIS BENEFACTORS, FOR WHOM HE UNDERTOOK

FARMING CHORES. THIS CHILD-VICTIM OF WAR FELT HIMSELF
ATTRACTED TO THE PRINCE OF PEACE AS SOMEONE WHO PROVIDED
MEANING TO LIFE FAR STRONGER THAN THAT OF THE 'AUMAKUA, OR
FAMILY GODS, OF HIS KAHUNA UNCLE’'S FAITH. HENRY WENT ON TO
BECOME A COMMITTED CHRISTIAN AND THE FIRST HAWAIIAN SCHOLAR OF
WESTERN CIVILIZATION. HE TRANSLATED THE BOOK OF BENESIS FROM
ENGLISH INTO A HAWAITIAN FORM OF WRITING AND BEGAN TO WORK ON A
HAWATIAN GRAMMAR, DICTIONARY AND SPELLING BOOK. HE ALSO
UNDERTOOK TO WRITE THE STORY OF HIS OWN LIFE, BASED IN PART ON
A JOURNAL AND DIARY HE KEPT IN HIS LAST YEARS. HIS REPUTATION
AS A CHRISTIAN CONVERT SPREAD AND HE WAS ASKED TO SPEAK
WORSHIP SERVICES IN COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND.

MOST MEMORABLE OF HIS SERMONS WAS DELIVERED AT AMHERST,
MASSACHUSETTS. HE WAS RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH ON

ApriL 9, 1815, AT WHICH TIME HE ANNOUNCED HIS INTENTION TO

RETURN TO HIS PACIFIC HOMELAND UPON COMPLETION OF TRAINING FOR




THE MINISTRY. HE HAD FINALLY FOUND THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION
WHICH HAD PLAGUED HIM THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE, “WHY HAD HIS LIFE
BEEN SPARED SO MANY TIMES?” AT AGE 23, HE HAD DISCOVERED HIS
MISSION IN LIFE: THE CONVERSION OF HIS COUNTRYMEN TO
CHRISTIANITY.

WITH SEVERAL OTHER HAWAIIAN YQUNG MEN, HE ENROLLED AT

THE FOREIGN MisstonN ScHooL 1N CorRNwALL, CONNECTICUT. THERE,

UNFORTUNATELY, AFTER AN ILLNESS OF SEVERAL WEEKS HE DIED ON
FEBRUARY 17, 1818, AT THE AGE OF 26. IN HIS LAST DAYS HE
EXPRESSED REGRET THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO RETURN TO
HAwAT1. HE EXPIRED AFTER RIDDING THOSE AT HIS BED-SIDE “ALOHA
0oe.” AS ONE OBSERVER LATER WROTE, “HIS SPIRIT HAD DEPARTED -
BUT A SMILE, SUCH AS NONE PRESENT HAD EVER BEHELD - AN
EXPRESSION OF THE FINAL TRIUMPH OF HIS SOUL, REMAINED UPON HIS
COUNTENANCE.”

THE EXAMPLE OF HIS LIFE INSPIRED THE FIRST CHRISTIAN

MISSIONARIES TO VENTURE To Hawali. His AUTOBIOGRAPHY, MEMOIRS

OF HENRY OBOOKIAH, WAS PUBLISHED AFTER HIS DEATH AND BECAME




THE BEST-SELLER OF ITS DAY. [T wAS ESTIMATED THAT 500,000
PEOPLE READ HIS BOOK AT A TIME WHEN THE COUNTRY'S POPULATION
WAS ONLY NINE MILLION, SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND, AND THE ADULT
LITERATE POPULATION WAS PROBABLY LESS THAN ONE OUT OF FIVE.
WHO WOULD HAVE IMAGINED THAT THE CONVERSION AND FERVENT
FAITH OF ONE PROMISING YOUNG MAN == CLAIMED BY DEATH AT SO

EARLY AN AGE ~~ WOULD BE INSTRUMENTAL IN DRAWING HIS ISLAND

HOMELAND INTO THE ORBIT OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION? | HAVE LONG

BELIEVED THAT 'TIS BETTER TO BE KNOWN AS A GOOD MAN THAN A
GREAT ONE, FOR GREATNESS IS AN ASSESSMENT OF MORTALS; GOODNESS
A GIFT OF GoD. IN THE CASE OF HENRY OPOOKIAH HIS GOODNESS WAS
SUCH THAT HE PLAYED A GREAT ROLE IN THE HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE.-
FOR HIM THE BIBLICAL INJUNCTION TO GO FORTH AND TEACH ALL
NATIONS WAS A CALL TO RETURN HOME TO HIS OWN PEOPLE. [N THE
YEARS SINCE HIS PASSING, OBOOKIAH'S STRIFE-TORN HOMELAND HAS
BECOME THE ALOHA STATE A SYMBOL OF LOVE AND HARMONY, HAVING
RESPONDED TO HIS CRY: "E ALA NA MOKU KAI LILOLOA" - "AWAKEN,

YE ISLANDS OF THE FAR-AWAY SEAS.”




MAHALO FOR YOUR KIND INVITATION TO JOIN WITH YOU IN

WORSHIP TOoDAY. MAYy GobD’S BLESSING RE WITH YOU ALL -- NA KE

AKUA OE E HOOMAIKAI MAE.
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“PACIFIC PILGRIM:
A TRIBUTE TO HENRY ORBROOKIAH”
DELIVERED BY U. S. SENATOR SPARK M. MATSUNAGA
AT HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1986 - 10:30 A.M.

THANK You, NEAcON MAHINA BAILEY, FOR YOUR WARM WORDS OF
WELCOME. REVEREND (HowarRD) BorgsTROM, REVEREND (MARC)
STEWART, REVEREND (CHERYL) STEWART, PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS
ofF Hope UNITED CHuRcH ofF CHRIST: ALOHA!

[T TRULY AMAZES ME AS A NATIVE OF HAWAII TO FIND MYSELF
PARTICIPATING IN SERVICES, 5,000 MILES FROM HOME, TO
COMMEMORATE THE PASSING INTO GLORY OF (PUKAHAIA, BETTER KNOWN
AS HENRY OBOOKIAH, OBSERVED ON THIS SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY HERE AT
Hope UNITED As IT 1S IN HAwWAII. OBOOKIAH WAS A PILGRIM FROM
THE PACIFIC IN A STRANGE, NEW LAND —-- AND, AGAINST ALL ODDS OF

LANGUAGE AND BACKGROUND, HE ACHIEVED IN A FEW SHORT YEARS A




COMMUNION OF CULTURES ON A PERSONAL LEVEL WHICH PRESAGED THAT
OF HIS OWN SOCIETY.

THE sToRY oF HENRY OBOOKIAH IS A REMARKABLE ONE:
SIMPLE, YET PROFOUND; ONE WHICH BEGAN NEARLY TWO CENTURIES
AGO, YET PERTINENT TO OUR OWN TIMES. TODAY WE ARE MOST
CONSCIOUS OF THAT SIN OF WHICH JESUS SPOKE IN HIS MOST
CONDEMNING INJUNCTION -- THAT OF CHILD ABUSE. ITS VICTIMS
OFTEN GROW UP TO BECOME ITS PERPETRATORS. SIMILARLY, THE
CHILDHOOD TRAUMA OF WAR AND VIOLENCE LEAVES A HORRIBLE LEGACY
FOR ORPHANS AROUND THE WORLD == FROM BEIRUT TO BELFAST, FROM
MANAGUA TO MANILA. SUCH EARLY WOUNDS LEAVE LIFE-LONG SCARS
UPON THE SPIRIT, AND YET EVEN IN THESE INSTANCES THE GIFT OF
FAITH CAN PROVIDE HEALING, AS EVIDENCED IN THE INSPIRING LIFE

OF THIS NATIVE HAWAIIAN YOUTH.

As IF DESTINED FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE AT BIRTH, HE

WAS NAMED “OPUKAHA'IA,” MEANING CESAREAN BIRTH. AT THE AGE OF
TWELVE HE WITNESSED THE TORTURE OF HIS MOTHER AND THE KILLING

OF BOTH HIS PARENTS BY SOLDIERS ENGAGED IN POLITICAL WARFARE




AT THE BEGINNING OF KAMEHAMEHA’S DRIVE FOR DOMINATION OF THE

ISLANDS. T0O WORSEN THE TRAGEDY WHEN (BOOKIAH PICKED UP HIS

INFANT BROTHER AND PLACED HIM ON HIS BACK IN AN ATTEMPT TO

ESCAPE WITH HIM, AN ENEMY SPEAR PIERCED HIS BROTHER'S BODY AND

SNUFFED OUT HIS LIFE.

SHIELDED BY HIS BROTHER’S BODY OBOOKIAH'S OWN LIFE WAS

SPARED, EVEN THOUGH IN HIS GRIEF HE BEGGED TO BE KILLED ALSO.

INSTEAD, THE MAN RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS FATHER'S DEATH TOOK YOUNG

OBOOKIAH INTO HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD AND THE CONFUSED BOY COULD NOT

UNDERSTAND WHY HE WAS KEPT ALIVE, WHEN THE REST OF HIS FAMILY

HAD BEEN KILLED. HE WAS TOLD HE WAS TOO YOUNG TO BE A THREAT

AND TOO OLD TO BE A BURDEN BUT THIS ANSWER FAILED TO SATISFY

HIM.

AFTER AN ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE FROM THE HOUSEHOLD OF HIS

FATHER'S KILLER HAD FAILED, YOUNG OBOOKIAH LIVED WITH HIS

CAPTOR FOR A YEAR. HE WAS THEN DISCOVERED BY AN UNCLE, WHO
WAS A HAWAIIAN PRIEST, OR KAHUNA. HE WAS RELEASED TO THE CARE

OF HIS UNCLE AND GRANDMOTHER AND ENTERED TRAINING FOR THE




RELIGIOUS PROFESSION OF HIS UNCLE. THEN VIOLENT TRAUMA STRUCK
ONCE MORE: AS POLITICAL STRIFE BROKE OUT ANEW, HE WITNESSED
THE DEATH OF HIS AUNT == FORCED OVER A CLIFF BY SOLDIERS.
OVERCOME BY SHOCK AND GRIEF, HE RAN OUT FROM HIS HIDING PLACE
AND ATTEMPTED TO THROW HIMSELF OVER THE PRECIPICE AFTER HIS
AUNT, BUT THE SOLDIERS STOPPED HIM AND HELD HIM BACK. AFTER
REGAINING HIS CALM, HE WONDERED WHY HIS LIFE HAD BEEN SAVED
AGAIN.

WITH THIS WONDER CAME A LONGING FOR ESCAPE FROM THE
CAPRICIOUS VIOLENCE OF HIS SURROUNDINGS. NOT LONG THEREAFTER
A NEw ENGLAND SEA CAPTAIN OFFERED HIM A POSITION ABOARD HIS
MERCHANT VESSEL, SUBJECT TO HIS UNCLE'S PERMISSION. AT FIRST
HIS UNCLE REFUSED BUT THE ROY'S DESIRE WAS SO STRONG THAT HE
AT LENGTH RELENTED. AT THE AGE OF 16 OBOOKIAH LEFT FOR AN
UNKNOWN, NEW WORLD WITH STRANGERS WHO SPOKE IN A FOREIGN

TONGUE, ACCOMPANIED ONLY BY ONE OTHER HAWAIIAN YOUTH, NAMED

Hopo'o. FOR Two YEARS 0BOOKIAH, DUBBED “HENRY” BY THE

CAPTAIN, AND Hopro’'o, NAMED “THOMAS,” SAILED THE WORLD WHILE




LEARNING TO SPEAK THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. HE EVEN LEARNED TO
WRITE A LITTLE UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF A SEAMAN NAMED

RicHARD HuBBARD. WHEN THEIR VOYAGE ENDED IN NEw York, HENRY
WAS OFFERED THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN THE CREW OF ANOTHER SHIP
BOUND FOR HAwAII. HE DECLINED, FOR BY THEN HE WAS DETERMINED
TO LIVE IN AMERICA TO GAIN PROFICIENCY IN WRITING, A SKILL
UNKNOWN IN THE LAND OF HIS BIRTH.

THE TW0o HAWAIIAN YOUNGSTERS TRAVELED WITH THEIR SEA
CAPTAIN TO HIS HOME IN NeEw HAVEN, CONNECTICUT. THOMAS WAS
TAKEN IN BY A YALE UNIVERSITY FAMILY NAMED HOTCHKISS AND SOON
GAINED AN ABILITY TO READ AND WRITE, ABILITIES WHICH STILL

ELUDED YOUNG HENRY. THOMAS THEN RETURNED TO THE SEA WHILE

HENRY FOUND AN ENGLISH TUTOR NAMED EDWIN DwIGHT, A YALE

STUDENT TRAINING TO BECOME A FOREIGN MISSIONARY.

SUBSEQUENTLY, HENRY WAS INVITED TO JOIN THE HOUSEHOLD OF

YALE'S PRESIDENT, THE REVEREND TIMOTHY DwiGHT. STILL LATER HE

MOVED TO TORRINGFORD, CONNECTICUT, INTO THE HOME OF ANOTHER

CLERGYMAN, SAMmueL MiLLs.




[T WAS DURING THIS PERIOD THAT HENRY WAS DRAWN TO THE

CHRISTIAN FAITH OF HIS BENEFACTORS, FOR WHOM HE UNDERTOOK

FARMING CHORES. THIS CHILD-VICTIM OF WAR FELT HIMSELF
ATTRACTED TO THE PRINCE OF PEACE AS SOMEONE WHO PROVIDED
MEANING TO LIFE FAR STRONGER THAN THAT OF THE 'AUMAKUA, OR
FAMILY GODS, OF HIS KAHUNA UNCLE'S FAITH. HENRY WENT ON TO
BECOME A COMMITTED CHRISTIAN AND THE FIRST HAWAIIAN SCHOLAR OF
WESTERN CIVILIZATION. HE TRANSLATED THE BOOK OF GENESIS FROM
ENGLISH INTO A HAWAIIAN FORM OF WRITING AND BEGAN TO WORK ON A
HAWAIIAN GRAMMAR, DICTIONARY AND SPELLING BOOK. HE ALSO
UNDERTOOK TO WRITE THE STORY OF HIS OWN LIFE, BASED IN PART ON
A JOURNAL AND DIARY HE KEPT IN HIS LAST YEARS. HIS REPUTATION
AS A CHRISTIAN CONVERT SPREAD AND HE WAS ASKED TO SPEAK AT
WORSHIP SERVICES IN COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND.

MOST MEMORABLE OF HIS SERMONS WAS DELIVERED AT AMHERST,
MASSACHUSETTS. HE WAS RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH ON

ApriL 9, 1815, AT WHICH TIME HE ANNOUNCED HIS INTENTION TO

RETURN TO HIS PACIFIC HOMELAND UPON COMPLETION OF TRAINING FOR




THE MINISTRY. HE HAD FINALLY FOUND THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION
WHICH HAD PLAGUED HIM THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE, “WHY HAD HIS LIFE
BEEN SPARED SO MANY TIMES?” AT AGE 23, HE HAD DISCOVERED HIS
MISSION IN LIFE: THE CONVERSION OF HIS COUNTRYMEN TO

CHRISTIANITY.

WITH SEVERAL OTHER HAWAIIAN YOUNG MEN, HE ENROLLED AT

THE FOREIGN MissioN ScHooL IN CoRNWALL, CONNECTICUT. THERE,

UNFORTUNATELY, AFTER AN ILLNESS OF SEVERAL WEEKS HE DIED ON
FEBRUARY 17, 1818, AT THE AGE OF 26. IN HIS LAST DAYS HE
EXPRESSED REGRET THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO RETURN TO

HAawA11. HE EXPIRED AFTER BIDDING THOSE AT HIS BED-SIDE “ALOHA

n

0OE.-” As ONE OBSERVER LATER WROTE, “HIS SPIRIT HAD DEPARTED -
BUT A SMILE, SUCH AS NONE PRESENT HAD EVER BEHELD = AN
EXPRESSION OF THE FINAL TRIUMPH OF HIS SOUL, REMAINED UPON HIS
COUNTENANCE."

THE EXAMPLE OF HIS LIFE INSPIRED THE FIRST CHRISTIAN

MISSIONARIES TO VENTURE To HAwAII. HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY, MEMOIRS

OF HENRY OBOOKIAH, WAS PUBLISHED AFTER HIS DEATH AND BECAME




THE BEST-SELLER OF ITS DAY. [T wAS ESTIMATED THAT 500,000
PEOPLE READ HIS BOOK AT A TIME WHEN THE COUNTRY'S POPULATION
WAS ONLY NINE MILLION, SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND, AND THE ADULT
LITERATE POPULATION WAS PROBABLY LESS THAN ONE OUT OF FIVE.
WHO WOULD HAVE IMAGINED THAT THE CONVERSION AND FERVENT
FAITH OF ONE PROMISING YOUNG MAN -= CLAIMED BY DEATH AT SO
EARLY AN AGE == WOULD BE INSTRUMENTAL IN DRAWING HIS ISLAND
HOMELAND INTO THE ORBIT OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION? I HAVE LONG
BELIEVED THAT 'TIS BETTER TO BE KNOWN AS A GOOD MAN THAN A
GREAT ONE, FOR GREATNESS IS AN ASSESSMENT OF MORTALS; GOODNESS
A GIFT OoF Gop. [N THE CASE OF HENRY OPOOKIAH HIS GOODNESS WAS
SUCH THAT HE PLAYED A GREAT ROLE IN THE HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE.
FOR HIM THE BIBLICAL INJUNCTION TO GO FORTH AND TEACH ALL
NATIONS WAS A CALL TO RETURN HOME TO HIS OWN PEOPLE. I[N THE

YEARS SINCE HIS PASSING, OBOOKIAH’S STRIFE-TORN HOMELAND HAS

BECOME THE ALOHA STATE A SYMBOL OF LOVE AND HARMONY, HAVING

RESPONDED TO HIS CRY: "E ALA NA MOKU KAI LILOLOA” - "AWAKEN,

YE ISLANDS OF THE FAR-AWAY SEAS.”




MAHALO FOR YOUR KIND INVITATION TO JOIN WITH YOU IN

WORSHIP TODAY. MAY GobD’S BLESSING BE WITH You ALL -- NA KE

AKUA OE E HOOMAIKAI MAE.




