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"PACIFIC PILGRIM: ,
A TRIBUTE TO HENRY OBOOKIAH" /

DELIVERED BY U. S- SENATOR SPARK M- MATSUNAGA
AT HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST /

Alexandria, Virginia

Sunday, February 23, 1986 - 10:30 a.m.

Thank you, Deacon Mahina Bailey, for your warm words of 

welcome- Reverend (Howard) Borgstrom, Reverend (Marc) 

Stewart, Reverend (Cheryl) Stewart, parishioners and friends 

of Hope United Church of Christ: ALOHA!

It truly amazes me as a native of Hawaii to find myself 

PARTICIPATING IN SERVICES, 5,000 MILES FROM HOME, TO 

COMMEMORATE THE PASSING INTO GLORY OF 0PUKAHAIA, BETTER KNOWN 

as Henry Obookiah, observed/on this Sunday in February here at 

Hope United as it is in Hawaii. Obookiah was a pilgrim from 

the Pacific in a strange/ new land — and, against all odds of 

language and background, he achieved in a few short years a 

COMMUNION OF CULTURES/ON A PERSONAL LEVEL WHICH PRESAGED THAT 

OF HIS OWN SOCIETY. /

The story of Henry Obookiah is a remarkable one: 

SIMPLE, YET PROFO/UnD; ONE WHICH BEGAN NEARLY TWO CENTURIES 

AGO, YET PERTINENT TO OUR OWN TIMES. TODAY WE ARE MOST 

CONSCIOUS OF THAT SIN OF WHICH JESUS SPOKE IN HIS MOST
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CONDEMNING INJUNCTION — THAT OF CHILD ABUSE- ITS VICTIMS 

OFTEN GROW UP TO BECOME ITS PERPETRATORS- SIMILARLY, THE 

CHILDHOOD TRAUMA OF WAR AND VIOLENCE LEAVES A HORRIBLE LEGACY 

FOR ORPHANS AROUND THE WORLD — FROM BEIRUT TO BELFAST, FROM 

Managua to Manila- Such early wounds leave life-long scars 

UPON THE SPIRIT, AND YET EVEN IN THESE INSTANCES THE GIFT OF 

FAITH CAN PROVIDE HEALING, AS EVIDENCED IN THE INSPIRING LIFE 

of this ^ung Hawaiian youth-

As IF DESTINED FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE AT BIRTH, HE 

WAS NAMED "OPUKAHA'IA," MEANING CESAREAN BIRTH- At THE AGE OF 

TWELVE HE WITNESSED THE TORTURE OF HIS MOTHER AND THE KILLING 

OF BOTH HIS PARENTS BY SOLDIERS ENGAGED IN POLITICAL WARFARE 

AT THE BEGINNING OF KAMEHAMEHA'S DRIVE FOR DOMINATION OF THE 

ISLANDS. TO WORSEN THE TRAGEDY, WHEN OBOOKIAH PICKED UP HIS 

INFANT BROTHER AND PLACED HIM ON HIS BACK IN AN ATTEMPT TO 

ESCAPE, AN ENEMY SPEAR PIERCED HIS BROTHER'S BODY AND SNUFFED 

OUT HIS LIFE-

Shielded by his brother's body Obookiah's own life was 

SPARED, EVEN THOUGH IN HIS GRIEF HE BEGGED TO BE KILLED ALSO- 

Instead, the man responsible for his father's death took young 

Obookiah into his own household and the confused boy could not 

UNDERSTAND WHY HE WAS KEPT ALIVE, WHEN THE REST OF HIS FAMILY 

HAD BEEN KILLED- He WAS TOLD HE WAS TOO YOUNG TO BE A THREAT 

AND TOO OLD TO BE A BURDEN BUT THIS ANSWER FAILED TO SATISFY

HIM-
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After an attempt to escape from the household of his 

father's killer had failed, young Obookiah lived with his 

CAPTOR FOR A YEAR. He WAS THEN DISCOVERED BY AN UNCLE, WHO 

was a Hawaiian priest, or kahuna. He was released to the care 

OF HIS UNCLE AND GRANDMOTHER AND ENTERED TRAINING FOR THE 

RELIGIOUS VOCATION OF HIS UNCLE. IHEN VIOLENT TRAUMA STRUCK 

ONCE MORESQUE WITNESSED THE DEATH OF HIS AUNT -" FORCED OVER A 

CLIFF BY SOLDIERS-”- AS POLITICAL STRIFE BROKE OUT ANEW; ^DV^KG^A^ 

8»^^*^ SHOCK AND GRIEF^TWT HE RAN OUT FROM HIS HIDING 

PLACE AND ATTEMPTED TO THROW HIMSELF OVER THE PRECIPICE AFTER 

HIS AUNT, BUT THE SOLDIERS STOPPED HIM AND HELD HIM BACK- 

After regaining his calm, he wondered why his life had been 

SAVED AGAIN.

With this wonder came a longing for escape from the 

CAPRICIOUS VIOLENCE OF HIS SURROUNDINGS. NOT LONG THEREAFTER 

a New England sea captain offered him a position aboard his 

MERCHANT VESSEL, SUBJECT TO HIS UNCLE'S PERMISSION. At FIRST 

HIS UNCLE REFUSED BUT THE BOY's DESIRE WAS SO STRONG ,HE AT 

LENGTH RELENTED. At THE AGE OF 16 OBOOKIAH LEFT FOR AN 

UNKNOWN, NEW WORLD WITH STRANGERS WHO SPOKE IN A FOREIGN 

TONGUE, ACCOMPANIED ONLY BY ONE OTHER HAWAIIAN YOUTH, NAMED 

Hopo'o. For two years Obookiah, dubbed "Henry" by the 

CAPTAIN, AND Hopo'o, NAMED "THOMAS," SAILED THE WORLD WHILE 

LEARNING TO SPEAK THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE- He EVEN LEARNED TO 

WRITE A LITTLE UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF A SEAMAN NAMED RICHARD 

Hubbard. When their voyage ended in New York, Henry was
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OFFERED THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN THE CREW OF ANOTHER SHIP BOUND 

for Hawaii. He declined, for by then he was determined to 

live in America to gain proficiency in writing, a skill 

UNKNOWN IN THE LAND OF HIS BIRTH*

The two Hawaiian youngsters traveled with their 

SEA CAPTAIN TO HIS HOME IN NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT- ^THOMAS WAS 

TAKEN IN BY A YALE UNIVERSITY FAMILY NAMED HOTCHKISS AND SOON 

GAINED AN ABILITY TO READ AND WRITE, ABILITIES WHICH STILL 

ELUDED YOUNG HENRY* THOMAS THEN RETURNED TO THE SEA WHILE 

Henry found an English tutor named Edwin Dwight, a Yale 
STUDENT TRAINING TO BECOME A FOREIGN MISSIONARY^ 

Subsequently, Henry was invited to joinbs the household of 

Yale's president, the Reverend Timothy Dwight* Still later he 

MOVED TO TORRINGFORD, CONNECTICUT, INTO THE HOME OF ANOTHER 

CLERGYMAN, SAMUEL MILLS*

It was during this period ^n Henry was drawn to the 

Christian faith of his benefactors, for whom he undertook 

farming chores* This child-victim of war felt himself 

ATTRACTED TO THE PRINCE OF PEACE AS SOMEONE WHO PROVIDED 

MEANING TO LIFE FAR STRONGER THAN THAT OF THE 'AUMAKUA, OR 

FAMILY GODS, OF HIS KAHUNA UNCLE'S FAITH* HENRY WENT ON TO 

BECOME A COMMITTED CHRISTIAN AND THE FIRST HAWAIIAN SCHOLAR OF 

WESTERN CIVILIZATION. He TRANSLATED THE BOOK OF GENESIS FROM 

English into a Hawaiian form of writing and began to work on a 

Hawaiian grammar, dictionary and spelling book. He also
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UNDERTOOK TO WRITE THE STORY OF HIS.LIFE, BASED IN PART ON A 

JOURNAL AND DIARY HE KEPT IN HIS LAST YEARS* HlS REPUTATION 

AS A CHRISTIAN CONVERT SPREAD AND HE WAS ASKED TO SPEAK AT 

WORSHIP SERVICES IN COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND* THE 

MOST MEMORABLE OF HIS SERMONS WAS DELIVERED AT AMHERST, 

Massachusetts^ He was received into the Church on 

April 9, 1815, at which time he announced his intention to 

RETURN TO HIS PACIFIC HOMELAND UPON COMPLETION OF TRAINING FOR 

THE MINISTRY* He HAD FINALLY FOUND THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION 

WHICH HAD PLAGUED HIM THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE, "WHY HAD HIS LIFE 

BEEN SPARED SO MANY TIMES?" At AGE 23, HE HAD DISCOVERED HIS 

MISSION IN LIFE: THE CONVERSION OF HIS COUNTRYMEN TO 

Christianity*

With several other Hawaiian young men, he enrolled at 

the Foreign Mission School in Cornwall, Connecticut* There, 

UNFORTUNATELY, HE DIED ON FEBRUARY 17, 1818,) AFTER AN ILLNESS 

OF SEVERAL WEEKS<AT THE AGE OF 26* IN HIS LAST DAYS HE E®D 

EXPRESS^REGRET THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO RETURN TO HAWAII* 

He expired after bidding those at his bed-side "aloha oe*" As 

ONE OBSERVER LATER WROTE, "HlS SPIRIT HAD DEPARTED “ BUT A 

SMILE, SUCH AS NONE PRESENT HAD EVER BEHELD ~ AN EXPRESSION OF 

THE FINAL TRIUMPH OF HIS SOUL, REMAINED UPON HIS COUNTENANCE*"

The example of his life inspired the first Christian 

MISSIONARIES TO VENTURE TO HAWAII* HlS AUTOBIOGRAPHY, MEMOIRS. 

of Henry Oboqkiah, was published after his death and became
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THE BEST-SELLER OF ITS DAY* IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT 500,000

PEOPLE READ HIS BOOK AT A TIME WHEN THE COUNTRY'S POPULATION

ON
WAS NINE MILLION SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND AND THE ADULT LITERATE

POPULATION WAS PROBABLY LESS THAN ONE OUT OF FIVE*

Who would have imagined how the conversion and fervent 

FAITH OF ONE PROMISING YOUNG MAN — CLAIMED BY DEATH AT SO 

EARLY AN AGE *" WOULD BE INSTRUMENTAL IN DRAWING HIS ISLAND 

HOMELAND INTO THE ORBIT OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION? I HAVE LONG 

BELIEVED THAT 'TIS BETTER TO BE KNOWN AS A GOOD MAN THAN A 

GREAT ONE, FOR GREATNESS IS AN ASSESSMENT OF MORTALS; GOODNESS 

a gift of God* In the case of Henry Obookiah his goodness was 

SUCH THAT HE PLAYED A GREAT ROLE IN THE HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE* 

For him the biblical injunction to go forth and teach all 

NATIONS WAS A CALL TO RETURN HOME TO HIS OWN PEOPLE* IN THE 

YEARS SINCE HIS PASSING, OBOOKIAH's STRIFE”TORN HOMELAND HAS 
7?A/^ 57^ MD

BECOME A SYMBOL OF P^A^€F8t HARMONY, HAVING RESPONDED TO HIS 

CRY: "E ALA NA MOKU KAI LILOLOa" ” "AWAKEN, YE ISLANDS OF THE 

FAR-AWAY SEAS*"

MAHALO FOR YOUR KIND INVITATION TO JOIN WITH YOU IN

WORSHIP TODAY*\ MAY WE^W'-S BLESSING BE WITH YOU ALL 

/U=WA-w^^eA^ /V# K^ Ak?<//? 0^ £ ^eoni^ijyM ^fr^

###



"PACIFIC PILGRIM:
A TRIBUTE TO HENRY OBOOKIAH" 

DELIVERED BY U. S- SENATOR SPARK M- MATSUNAGA 
AT HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Alexandria, Virginia

Sunday, February 23, 1986 - 10:30 a-m.

Thank you, Deacon Mahina Bailey, for your warm words of 

welcome. Reverend (Howard) Borgstrom, Reverend (Marc) 

Stewart, Reverend (Cheryl) Stewart, parishioners and friends 

of Hope United Church of Christ: ALOHA!

It truly amazes me as a native of Hawaii to find myself 

participating in services, 5,000 miles from home, to 

commemorate the passing into glory of Opukahaia, better known 

as Henry Obookiah, observed on this Sunday in February here at 

Hope United as it is in Hawaii- Obookiah was a pilgrim from 

the Pacific in a strange, new land — and, against all odds of

language and background, HE ACHIEVED IN A FEW SHORT YEARS A
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COMMUNION OF CULTURES ON A PERSONAL LEVEL WHICH PRESAGED THAT 

OF HIS OWN SOCIETY.

The story of Henry Obookiah is a remarkable one: 

SIMPLE, YET PROFOUND; ONE WHICH BEGAN NEARLY TWO CENTURIES 

AGO, YET PERTINENT TO OUR OWN TIMES- TODAY WE ARE MOST 

CONSCIOUS OF THAT SIN OF WHICH JESUS SPOKE IN HIS MOST 

CONDEMNING INJUNCTION "“ THAT OF CHILD ABUSE- ITS VICTIMS 

OFTEN GROW UP TO BECOME ITS PERPETRATORS- SIMILARLY, THE 

CHILDHOOD TRAUMA OF WAR AND VIOLENCE LEAVES A HORRIBLE LEGACY 

FOR ORPHANS AROUND THE WORLD — FROM BEIRUT TO BELFAST, FROM 

Managua to Manila- Such early wounds leave life-long scars 

UPON THE SPIRIT, AND YET EVEN IN THESE INSTANCES THE GIFT OF 

FAITH CAN PROVIDE HEALING, AS EVIDENCED IN THE INSPIRING LIFE 

OF THIS NATIVE HAWAIIAN YOUTH-

AS IF DESTINED FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE AT BIRTH, HE 

WAS NAMED "0PUKAHA' I A," MEANING CESAREAN BIRTH- At THE AGE OF 

TWELVE HE WITNESSED THE TORTURE OF HIS MOTHER AND THE KILLING

OF BOTH HIS PARENTS BY SOLDIERS ENGAGED IN POLITICAL WARFARE
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AT THE BEGINNING OF KAMEHAMEHA's DRIVE FOR DOMINATION OF THE 

ISLANDS- TO WORSEN THE TRAGEDY WHEN OBOOKIAH PICKED UP HIS 

INFANT BROTHER AND PLACED HIM ON HIS BACK IN AN ATTEMPT TO 

ESCAPE WITH HIM, AN ENEMY SPEAR PIERCED HIS BROTHER'S BODY AND 

SNUFFED OUT HIS LIFE-

Shielded by his brother's body Obookiah's own life was 

SPARED, EVEN THOUGH IN HIS GRIEF HE BEGGED TO BE KILLED ALSO- 

Instead, the man responsible for his father's death took young 

ObOOKIAH INTO HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD AND THE CONFUSED BOY COULD NOT 

UNDERSTAND WHY HE WAS KEPT ALIVE, WHEN THE REST OF HIS FAMILY 

HAD BEEN KILLED. He WAS TOLD HE WAS TOO YOUNG TO BE A THREAT 

AND TOO OLD TO BE A BURDEN BUT THIS ANSWER FAILED TO SATISFY 

HIM.

After an attempt to escape from the household of his 

father's killer had failed, young Obookiah lived WITH HIS 

CAPTOR FOR A YEAR. He WAS THEN DISCOVERED BY AN UNCLE, WHO 

was a Hawaiian priest, or kahuna. He was released to the care

OF HIS UNCLE AND GRANDMOTHER AND ENTERED TRAINING FOR THE



RELIGIOUS PROFESSION OF HIS UNCLE. THEN VIOLENT TRAUMA STRUCK 

ONCE MORE: AS POLITICAL STRIFE BROKE OUT ANEW, HE WITNESSED 

THE DEATH OF HIS AUNT — FORCED OVER A CLIFF BY SOLDIERS. 

Overcome by shock and grief, he ran out from his hiding place 

AND ATTEMPTED TO THROW HIMSELF OVER THE PRECIPICE AFTER HIS 

AUNT, RUT THE SOLDIERS STOPPED HIM AND HELD HIM BACK. AFTER 

REGAINING HIS CALM, HE WONDERED WHY HIS LIFE HAD BEEN SAVED 

AGA IN•

With this wonder came a longing for escape from the 

CAPRICIOUS VIOLENCE OF HIS SURROUNDINGS. N 0 T LONG THEREAFTER 

a New England sea captain offered him a position aboard his 

MERCHANT VESSEL, SUBJECT TO HIS UNCLE'S PERMISSION- At FIRST 

HIS UNCLE REFUSED BUT THE BOY'S DESIRE WAS SO STRONG THAT HE 

AT LENGTH RELENTED. At THE AGE OF 16 OBOOKIAH LEFT FOR AN 

UNKNOWN, NEW WORLD WITH STRANGERS WHO SPOKE IN A FOREIGN 

TONGUE, ACCOMPANIED ONLY BY ONE OTHER HAWAIIAN YOUTH, NAMED 

Hopo'o. For two years Obookiah, dubbed "Henry" by the 

CAPTAIN, AND HOPO'0, NAMED "THOMAS," SAILED THE WORLD WHILE
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LEARNING TO SPEAK THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE* He EVEN LEARNED TO 

WRITE A LITTLE UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF A SEAMAN NAMED 

Richard Hubbard* When their voyage ended in New York, Henry 

WAS OFFERED THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN THE CREW OF ANOTHER SHIP 

bound for Hawaii* He declined, for by then he was determined 

to live in America to gain proficiency in writing, a skill 

UNKNOWN IN THE LAND OF HIS BIRTH*

The two Hawaiian youngsters traveled with their sea 

CAPTAIN TO HIS HOME IN NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT* THOMAS WAS 

TAKEN IN BY A YALE UNIVERSITY FAMILY NAMED HOTCHKISS AND SOON 

GAINED AN ABILITY TO READ AND WRITE, ABILITIES WHICH STILL 

ELUDED YOUNG HENRY* THOMAS THEN RETURNED TO THE SEA WHILE 

Henry found an English tutor named Edwin Dwight, a Yale 

STUDENT TRAINING TO BECOME A FOREIGN MISSIONARY* 

Subsequently, Henry was invited to join the household of 

Yale's president, the Reverend Timothy Dwight* Still later he 

MOVED TO ToRRINGFORD, CONNECTICUT, INTO THE HOME OF ANOTHER

CLERGYMAN, SAMUEL MILLS*
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It was during this period that Henry was drawn to the 

Christian faith of his benefactors, for whom he undertook 

farming chores. This child-victim of war felt himself 

ATTRACTED TO THE PRINCE OF PEACE AS SOMEONE WHO PROVIDED 

MEANING TO LIFE FAR STRONGER THAN THAT OF THE 'AUMAKUA, OR 

FAMILY GODS, OF HIS KAHUNA UNCLE'S FAITH. HENRY WENT ON TO 

BECOME A COMMITTED CHRISTIAN AND THE FIRST HAWAIIAN SCHOLAR OF 

WESTERN CIVILIZATION. He TRANSLATED THE BOOK OF GENESIS FROM 

English into a Hawaiian form of writing and began to work on a 

Hawaiian grammar, dictionary and spelling book. He also 

undertook to write the story of his own life, based in part on 

a journal and diary he kept in his last years. His reputation 

AS A CHRISTIAN CONVERT SPREAD AND HE WAS ASKED TO SPEAK AT 

WORSHIP SERVICES IN COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT MEW ENGLAND- THE 

MOST MEMORABLE OF HIS SERMONS WAS DELIVERED AT AMHERST, 

Massachusetts. He was received into the Church on 

April 9, 1815, at which time he announced his intention to

RETURN TO HIS PACIFIC HOMELAND UPON COMPLETION OF TRAINING FOR
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THE MINISTRY- HE HAD FINALLY FOUND THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION 

WHICH HAD PLAGUED HIM THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE, "WHY HAD HIS LIFE 

BEEN SPARED SO MANY TIMES?" At AGE 23, HE HAD DISCOVERED HIS 

MISSION IN LIFE: THE CONVERSION OF HIS COUNTRYMEN TO 

CHRIST I AN ITY •

With several other Hawaiian young men, he enrolled at 

the Foreign Mission School in Cornwall, Connecticut- There, 

UNFORTUNATELY, AFTER AN ILLNESS OF SEVERAL WEEKS HE DIED ON 

February 17, 1818, at the age of 26- In his last days he 

EXPRESSED REGRET THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO RETURN TO 

Hawaii- He expired after bidding those at his bed-side "aloha 

OE-" As ONE OBSERVER LATER WROTE, "HlS SPIRIT HAD DEPARTED " 

BUT A SMILE, SUCH AS NONE PRESENT HAD EVER BEHELD - AN 

EXPRESSION OF THE FINAL TRIUMPH OF HIS SOUL, REMAINED UPON HIS 

COUNTENANCE."

The example of his life inspired the first Christian 

MISSIONARIES TO VENTURE TO HAWAII- HlS AUTOBIOGRAPHY, MEMO I RS 

of Henry Obqokiah, was published after his death and became
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THE BEST-SELLER OF ITS DAY* IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT 500,000 

PEOPLE READ HIS BOOK AT A TIME WHEN THE COUNTRY'S POPULATION 

WAS ONLY NINE MILLION, SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND, AND THE ADULT 

LITERATE POPULATION WAS PROBABLY LESS THAN ONE OUT OF FIVE*

Who WOULD HAVE IMAGINED that the conversion and fervent 

FAITH OF ONE PROMISING YOUNG MAN -- CLAIMED BY DEATH AT SO 

EARLY AN AGE ““ WOULD BE INSTRUMENTAL IN DRAWING HIS ISLAND 

HOMELAND INTO THE ORBIT OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION? I HAVE LONG 

BELIEVED THAT 'TIS BETTER TO BE KNOWN AS A GOOD MAN THAN A 

GREAT ONE, FOR GREATNESS IS AN ASSESSMENT OF MORTALS; GOODNESS 

a gift of God* In the case of Henry Opookiah his goodness was 

SUCH THAT HE PLAYED A GREAT ROLE IN THE HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE* 

For him the biblical injunction to go forth and teach all 

NATIONS WAS A CALL TO RETURN HOME TO HIS OWN PEOPLE* In THE 

YEARS SINCE HIS PASSING, GbOOKIAH's STRIFE*TORN HOMELAND HAS 

BECOME THE ALOHA STATE A SYMBOL OF LOVE AND HARMONY, HAVING 

RESPONDED TO HIS CRY: "E ALA NA MOKU KAI LILOLOA" " "AWAKEN,

YE ISLANDS OF THE FAR-AWAY SEAS*"
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Mahalo for your kind invitation to join with you in

WORSHIP TODAY. MAY God's BLESSING BE WITH YOU ALL "" Na KE 

AKUA OE E HOOMAIKAI MAE-

###
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Alexandria, Virginia

Sunday, February 23, 1986 - 10:30 a.m.

Thank you, Deacon Mamina Bailey, for your warm words of 

welcome. Reverend (Howard) Borgstrom, Reverend (Marc) 

Stewart, Reverend (Cheryl) Stewart, parishioners and friends 

of Hope United Church of Christ: ALOHA!

It truly amazes me as a native of Hawaii to find myself 

PARTICIPATING IN SERVICES, 5,000 MILES FROM HOME, TO 

COMMEMORATE THE PASSING INTO GLORY OF OPUKAHAIA, BETTER KNOWN 

as Henry Obookiah, observed on this Sunday in February here at 

Hope United as it is in Hawaii. Obookiah was a pilgrim from 

the Pacific in a strange, new land — and, against all odds of

LANGUAGE AND BACKGROUND, HE ACHIEVED IN A FEW SHORT YEARS A
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COMMUNION OF CULTURES ON A PERSONAL LEVEL WHICH PRESAGED THAT 

OF HIS OWN SOCIETY.

The story of Henry Obookiah is a remarkable one: 

SIMPLE, YET PROFOUND; ONE WHICH BEGAN NEARLY TWO CENTURIES 

AGO, YET PERTINENT TO OUR OWN TIMES. TODAY WE ARE MOST 

CONSCIOUS OF THAT SIN OF WHICH JESUS SPOKE IN HIS MOST 

CONDEMNING INJUNCTION — THAT OF CHILD ABUSE- ITS VICTIMS 

OFTEN GROW UP TO BECOME ITS PERPETRATORS. SIMILARLY, THE 

CHILDHOOD TRAUMA OF WAR AND VIOLENCE LEAVES A HORRIBLE LEGACY 

FOR ORPHANS AROUND THE WORLD ““ FROM BEIRUT TO BELFAST, FROM 

Managua to Manila. Such early wounds leave life-long scars 

UPON THE SPIRIT, AND YET EVEN IN THESE INSTANCES THE GIFT OF 

FAITH CAN PROVIDE HEALING, AS EVIDENCED IN THE INSPIRING LIFE 

OF THIS NATIVE HAWAIIAN YOUTH-

AS IF DESTINED FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE AT BIRTH, HE 

WAS NAMED "OPUKAHA'IA," MEANING CESAREAN BIRTH- At THE AGE OF 

TWELVE HE WITNESSED THE TORTURE OF HIS MOTHER AND THE KILLING

OF BOTH HIS PARENTS BY SOLDIERS ENGAGED IN POLITICAL WARFARE
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AT THE BEGINNING OF KAMEHAMEHA'S DRIVE FOR DOMINATION OF THE 

ISLANDS. TO WORSEN THE TRAGEDY WHEN OBOOKIAH PICKED UP HIS 

INFANT BROTHER AND PLACED HIM ON HIS BACK IN AN ATTEMPT TO 

ESCAPE WITH HIM, AN ENEMY SPEAR PIERCED HIS BROTHER'S BODY AND 

SNUFFED OUT HIS LIFE-

Shielded by his brother's body Obookiah's own life was 

SPARED, EVEN THOUGH IN HIS GRIEF HE BEGGED TO BE KILLED ALSO- 

Instead, the man responsible for his father's death took young 

Obookiah into his own household and the confused boy could not 

UNDERSTAND WHY HE WAS KEPT ALIVE, WHEN THE REST OF HIS FAMILY 

HAD BEEN KILLED. He WAS TOLD HE WAS TOO YOUNG TO BE A THREAT 

AND TOO OLD TO BE A BURDEN BUT THIS ANSWER FAILED TO SATISFY 

HIM.

After an attempt to escape from the household of his 

father's killer had failed, young Obookiah lived with his 

captor for a year. He was then discovered by an uncle, who 

was a Hawaiian priest, or kahuna. He was released to the care

OF HIS UNCLE AND GRANDMOTHER AND ENTERED TRAINING FOR THE
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RELIGIOUS PROFESSION OF HIS UNCLE- THEN VIOLENT TRAUMA STRUCK 

ONCE MORE: AS POLITICAL STRIFE BROKE OUT ANEW, HE WITNESSED 

THE DEATH OF HIS AUNT — FORCED OVER A CLIFF BY SOLDIERS- 

Overcome by shock and grief, he ran out from his hiding place 

AND ATTEMPTED TO THROW HIMSELF OVER THE PRECIPICE AFTER HIS 

AUNT, BUT THE SOLDIERS STOPPED HIM AND HELD HIM BACK- AFTER 

REGAINING HIS CALM, HE WONDERED WHY HIS LIFE HAD BEEN SAVED 

AGAIN-

With this wonder came a longing for escape from the 

CAPRICIOUS VIOLENCE OF HIS SURROUNDINGS. NOT LONG THEREAFTER 

a New England sea captain offered him a position aboard his 

MERCHANT VESSEL, SUBJECT TO HIS UNCLE'S PERMISSION- At FIRST 

HIS UNCLE REFUSED BUT THE BOY'S DESIRE WAS SO STRONG THAT HE 

AT LENGTH RELENTED- At THE AGE OF 16 ObOOKIAH LEFT FOR AN 

UNKNOWN, NEW WORLD WITH STRANGERS WHO SPOKE IN A FOREIGN 

TONGUE, ACCOMPANIED ONLY BY ONE OTHER HAWAIIAN YOUTH, NAMED 

Hopo'o- For two years Obookiah, dubbed "Henry" by the

CAPTAIN, AND HOPO'O, NAMED "THOMAS, // SAILED THE WORLD WHILE
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LEARNING TO SPEAK THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE- He EVEN LEARNED TO

WRITE A LITTLE UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF A SEAMAN NAMED 

Richard Hubbard- When their voyage ended in New York, Henry 

WAS OFFERED THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN THE CREW OF ANOTHER SHIP 

bound for Hawaii- He declined, for by then he was determined 

to live in America to gain proficiency in writing, a skill 

UNKNOWN IN THE LAND OF HIS BIRTH-

The two Hawaiian youngsters traveled with their sea 

CAPTAIN TO HIS HOME IN NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT- THOMAS WAS 

TAKEN IN BY A YALE UNIVERSITY FAMILY NAMED HOTCHKISS AND SOON 

GAINED AN ABILITY TO READ AND WRITE, ABILITIES WHICH STILL 

ELUDED YOUNG HENRY- THOMAS THEN RETURNED TO THE SEA WHILE 

Henry found an English tutor named Edwin Dwight, a Yale 

STUDENT TRAINING TO BECOME A FOREIGN MISSIONARY- 

Subsequently, Henry was invited to join the household of 

Yale's president, the Reverend Timothy Dwight- Still later he 

MOVED TO TORRINGFORD, CONNECTICUT, INTO THE HOME OF ANOTHER

CLERGYMAN, SAMUEL MILLS-
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It was during this period that Henry was drawn to the 

Christian faith of his benefactors, for whom he undertook 

FARMING CHORES- THIS CHILD-VICTIM OF WAR FELT HIMSELF 

ATTRACTED TO THE PRINCE OF PEACE AS SOMEONE WHO PROVIDED 

MEANING TO LIFE FAR STRONGER THAN THAT OF THE 'AUMAKUA, OR 

FAMILY GODS, OF HIS KAHUNA UNCLE'S FAITH- HENRY WENT ON TO 

BECOME A COMMITTED CHRISTIAN AND THE FIRST HAWAIIAN SCHOLAR OF 

WESTERN CIVILIZATION. He TRANSLATED THE BOOK OF GENESIS FROM 

English into a Hawaiian form of writing and began to work on a 

Hawaiian grammar, dictionary and spelling book. He also 

UNDERTOOK TO WRITE THE STORY OF HIS OWN LIFE, BASED IN PART ON 

A JOURNAL AND DIARY HE KEPT IN HIS LAST YEARS- HlS REPUTATION 

AS A CHRISTIAN CONVERT SPREAD AND HE WAS ASKED TO SPEAK AT 

WORSHIP SERVICES IN COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT NEW ENGLAND- THE 

MOST MEMORABLE OF HIS SERMONS WAS DELIVERED AT AMHERST, 

Massachusetts- He was received into the Church on 

April A, 1815, at which time he announced his intention to

RETURN TO HIS Pacific homeland upon completion of training for
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THE MINISTRY. He HAD FINALLY FOUND THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION 

WHICH HAD PLAGUED HIM THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE, "WHY HAD HIS LIFE 

BEEN SPARED SO MANY TIMES?" At AGE 23, HE HAD DISCOVERED HIS 

MISSION IN LIFE: THE CONVERSION OF HIS COUNTRYMEN TO 

Christianity.

With several other Hawaiian young men, he enrolled at 

the Foreign Mission School in Cornwall, Connecticut. There, 

unfortunately, after an illness of several weeks he died on 

February 17, 1818, at the age of 26. In his last days he 

expressed regret that he had not been able to return to 

Hawaii. He expired after bidding those at his bed-side "aloha 

OE." As ONE OBSERVER LATER WROTE, "HlS SPIRIT HAD DEPARTED * 

BUT A SMILE, SUCH AS NONE PRESENT HAD EVER BEHELD - AN 

EXPRESSION OF THE FINAL TRIUMPH OF HIS SOUL, REMAINED UPON HIS 

COUNTENANCE."

The EXAMPLE OF HIS LIFE INSPIRED THE FIRST CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARIES TO VENTURE TO HAWAII- HlS AUTOBIOGRAPHY, MEMO!RS 

of Henry Obookiah, was published after his death and became
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THE BEST-SELLER OF ITS DAY- It WAS ESTIMATED THAT 500,000 

PEOPLE READ HIS BOOK AT A TIME WHEN THE COUNTRY'S POPULATION 

WAS ONLY NINE MILLION, SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND, AND THE ADULT 

LITERATE POPULATION WAS PROBABLY LESS THAN ONE OUT OF FIVE.

Who would have imagined that the conversion and fervent 

FAITH OF ONE PROMISING YOUNG MAN -- CLAIMED BY DEATH AT SO 

EARLY AN AGE — WOULD BE INSTRUMENTAL IN DRAWING HIS ISLAND 

HOMELAND INTO THE ORBIT OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION? I HAVE LONG 

BELIEVED THAT 'TIS BETTER TO BE KNOWN AS A GOOD MAN THAN A 

GREAT ONE, FOR GREATNESS IS AN ASSESSMENT OF MORTALS; GOODNESS 

a gift of God. In the case of Henry Opookiah his goodness was 

SUCH THAT HE PLAYED A GREAT ROLE IN THE HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE. 

For him the biblical injunction to go forth and teach all 

NATIONS WAS A CALL TO RETURN HOME TO HIS OWN PEOPLE- In THE 

YEARS SINCE HIS PASSING, ObOOKIAH's STRIFE-TORN HOMELAND HAS 

BECOME THE ALOHA STATE A SYMBOL OF LOVE AND HARMONY, HAVING 

RESPONDED TO HIS CRY: "E ALA NA MOKU KAI LILOLOA" - "AWAKEN,

YE ISLANDS OF THE FAR-AWAY SEAS- //



Mahalo for your kind invitation to join with you in

WORSHIP TODAY. MAY God's BLESSING BE WITH YOU ALL ~~ Na KE 

AKUA OE E HOOMAIKAI MAE-

###


