
  

 

 
 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Mike Harada  
 

Dear Members and supporters, 
 

This month on March 7th we will have our first town hall for 2010.  A major item 
of discussion will be our goal to revitalize our club’s by-laws.  This is an important 
document for our club’s future as it will set the ground rules for how we govern 
ourselves.  Bring your suggestions and thoughts as we hope to be able to provide you a 
finished product by the end of this year. 
 

Examples of ideas include, term limits for your executive board of directors.  Do 
you favor a two year term and maximum two term (four year) tenure versus the current 
year to year with a maximum three year?  Your thoughts on when our chapters should be 

combined instead of being limited in active support?  Should we increase our field of potential members to 
include former 100/442 Army Reservists?  How about including spouses of descendents?  Just some ideas, 
nothing set as to what we will include or amend but this gives you an idea of how important your club by-laws 
are. 
 

Another matter which we hope to address this year includes ensuring your contributions or donations are 
directed towards your intended recipients.  I’ve been asked to include a clarification regarding your donations as 
many of you have telephoned our office wondering what happened to your donations. 
 

If you make a donation to our club, the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans you will receive a thank you 
letter from me as the club President.  Donations to the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans (100th IB Veterans) are 
not tax deductible as charitable contributions for income tax purposes.  The 100th IB Veterans is a 501(c)(4) 
nonprofit organization which is the category we received years ago.  This allows us to direct your donations to 
your intended party or purpose. 
 

Many of you have made donations to the Legacy Organization (LO), formerly the Sons & Daughters of 
the 100th Infantry Battalion, which is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  Contributions and gifts-in-kind to the 
LO are tax deductible as charitable contributions for income tax purposes.  Donations made to the Legacy 
Organization should receive a thank you from the Legacy Organization.  The Legacy Organization is a separate 
organization from the 100th IB Veterans and is not required to report to our club what donations you may have 
made.  Similarly if you donate any material or memorabilia, those items may remain with the LO and not 
necessarily make it’s way to our club.  The LO is also limited in how they can redirect any donations so you 
best check with them ahead of time. 
 

I hope to see you or hear from you for your input towards our by-laws.  Until then, take care of 
yourselves. 

 
Aloha, Mike 

 
JANUARY 2010 COLLATING REPORT by Jayne Hirata-Epstein  

  
Our usual Collating Reporter, Bernard Akamine, wasn’t able to make it to collating in January so I am 

stepping in as his Secretary for this month.  The new year brought a new editor in 2nd Vice President, Mimi 
Nakano, and a new streamlined collating procedure!   Mahalo to the following volunteers for going with the 
flow:  Doris Aimoto, Alfred Arakaki, Nancy and Robert Arakaki, Stacey Hayashi, Kenneth Higa, Ed Ikuma, 
Susumu Kunishige, Don and Kimi Matsuda, Al Matsumoto, Mimi Nakano, Gary Nakayama, Tom Nishioka, 
Seie Oshiro, Elsie Oshita, Arlene Sato, Mamoru Sato, Robert Sato, Kazuto Shimizu, Goro Sumida, Dot 
Tamashiro, Evelyn and Rikio Tsuda, and Terri Wakuzawa.  Special guests who helped out were Don and Kimi 
Matsuda’s grandson, Paul Matsuda-Lawrence, and Dr. Tomoaki Hara from Shizuoka University who is a 
visiting scholar at UH.  Dr. Hara is a frequent visitor the Clubhouse and is interested in interviewing 100th 
veterans of Okinawan descent.   
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In Memoriam  
 

 NAME     COMPANY  DATE OF DEATH 
 

 Junji Ohara    Dog   January 9, 2010 
 Masaharu Abe    Able    January 15, 2010 
 Mike Makoto Hashimoto  Able    January 15, 2010 
 Cary Yasunori Matsumoto  Able    January 21, 2010 
 Jimmy Yoshio Miyashiro  Charlie   January 24, 2010 

Kiyomi Kaneshige     HQ   February 1, 2010 
 

Our deepest sympathy to their families 

 
 With so much help and a speedy new collating process, we were pau hana very quickly so there was a 
lot of time left to talk story and to kau kau .  Mahalo to Able Chapter, Jayne Hirata-Epstein, Mimi Nakano, 
Arlene Sato and Terry Wakuzawa for providing the refreshments. 
 
 Of course, we cannot forget Neal Nakayama who set up the tables and chairs for us on Thursday!  Did 
you know Neal even catches the bus here and back just to come in and help us?  That’s a truly dedicated 
descendant! 

 
URGENT NEED FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR PUNCHBOWL DOCENT PROGRAM  

by Drusilla Tanaka 
 

Due to retirement of our long-time volunteer docents, we are in need of at least 3 more teams to staff the 
Visitor Information Center at Punchbowl on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Volunteers are assigned duty three 
or four times a year.  Training is provided.  100th Veterans and 442nd Veterans currently make up the foundation 
of the Docent Program.  Interested members, spouses, descendants should contact Bernard Akamine at 734-
8738 or Drusilla Tanaka at 235-1343 or by e-mail at drusillatanaka@gmail.com. 

 
SURPRISE by Bernard Akamine 

 
The other day I received a letter and a check for $100 from Roy Sato of Sacramento, California.  He is 

donating the $100 to the Club in honor of LTC Michael Peeters who recently retired from the 100/442 Reserve 
unit.  He also sent some photos of the 100/442nd Echo Company before they left Fort Hunter Liggett in 
California to return to Hawaii.   What a thoughtful and generous gift.  Thank you, Roy, and thank you LTC 
Mike Peeters) 

 
 
 
 

 

The opinions expressed in the Puka Puka Parade are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect the position of the 100th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans.  We welcome readers to send signed written comments via mail to  

Puka Puka Parade, 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI  96826 or via e-mail to pukapukaparade@gmail.com. 
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PUKA PUKA PARADE EDITOR’S COLUMN by Mimi Nakano 

 
Mahalo: 
 
A successful publication of a newsletter is the result of contributions by myriad people who are 

passionate about sustaining their organization. Newsletters help to sustain an organization like the 100th Infantry 
Battalion Organization by serving several roles.  

 
First, Newsletters are an important means of building community among the members of the group, the 

readers and the supporters.  The monthly 100th Infantry Battalion Chapter articles accomplish this by providing 
a summary of activities, events and information pertinent to each 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans (IBV) 
Chapter. Bernard Akamine, Robert Arakaki, Sam Fujikawa, Bert Hamakado, Stan Izumigawa, Ted Hamasu, 
Janice Sakoda, Arlene Sato, and Joy Teraoka--thank you for reporting your Chapter’s news. 

 
Secondly, Newsletters serve the purpose of keeping the membership informed about achievements and 

publicize events.  Mahalo to Lois Nakagawa for her monthly Community Service Report and Mahalo to Jayne 
Hirata-Epstein for her information about Special Club Activities/Events. Mahalo to Kazuto Shimizu, Bernard 
Akamine, Jan Sakoda and Joy Teraoka for their 2010 February articles about Club Members and Club 
activities/events. 

 
Third, Newsletters document and disseminate important information.  For example, Gary Nakayama 

provides the Treasurer’s Report, Lois Nakagawa reports on Community Service and President Michael Harada 
provides a monthly message. Mahalo for your contributions. 

 
In addition those acknowledged above, a Great Big Thank You to the One Puka Puka proofreaders –

Amy Muroshige and Arlene Sato--and the layout designers—Ally Harada and Jayne Hirata-Epstein. Thank you 
to all of the Veterans, Wives, Widows, Descendents and Volunteers who participate in collating the PPP—see 
names in this issue. 

 
Thank you all for your hard work and selfless service to the membership.  You keep the100th 

Infantry Battalion Ohana connected. 
 
Editorial Perspective: 
 
Placing the welfare of the community, State and Nation above personal gains is one of the Hallmark 

values the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Organization demonstrated.  Doing the right thing to avoid “Haji” 
or “bringing shame to the 100th IBV Ohana is another.  Equally important are accountability and honesty.  To 
continue to exist, each member of 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Organization needs to actively engage in 
living these values. 

 
How can members walk the talk?   
 
Before attending the first Town Hall meeting on March 7, 2010 at 10 am at the Club House, read the 

current By-laws. While reading the By-Laws, make a list of additions, changes or deletions you feel will carry 
the organization into the future.  Consider signing up as a member of the By-Laws Committee. (E-mail Mimi at 
hana.mimi@gmail.com for a copy of the By-laws.  Include your address if you want a hard copy.)  

 
In addition to the By-laws, another topic that will be addressed at the March 7, 2010 Town Hall Meeting 

will be “food for thought” suggestions for sustaining the 100th Infantry Battalion Organization after the last 
Veteran passes. Bring your ideas to the meeting. 

 
Still another topic will be the Global Learning Resource Center.  Considering the economic needs of the 

State of Hawaii, the educational and social economic hardships that exist, and the fact that a virtual or Internet 
based Learning Center does not require classroom space, renovation of the Clubhouse and few personnel, 
perhaps Drusilla Tanaka’s suggestion at the September 2009 Forum: that the 100th IBV should return 
the Grant Funds to the State needs to be seriously considered?  Would returning the State Grant produce 
greater benefits to the community at large and to the State?   

 
Since a Town Hall Meeting provides an opportunity to address issues and concerns, if you have an issue 

or concern, feel free to inform your Board of Directors of your concern(s). 
 
Mark your calendars! Do your homework. Come to the March 7, 2010 Town Hall Meeting. 
 

 
 
 

The Puka Puka Parade is the monthly newsletter of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans (aka Club 100).  
 It is published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI  96826.   
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE 100TH INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS 
ORGANIZATION EDUCATION CENTER by Susan Muroshige 

Job Title:      Project Support Assistant (2 positions available) 

Length of Employment:   Six months with possibility of extension. 

                          10 - 12 hours per week depending on workload; may include weekends 

                          Start date about beginning of April 

Pay Rate:      $12.00/hour 

Work Location:     100th Veterans' Clubhouse and nearby temporary office  

I.  Summary of Position  

The 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Organization received a grant from the State of Hawaii 
Department of Defense to create an education and learning center.    

Creation of this Center will consist of two initiatives:  

1. The establishment of a resource area which will include a small museum in the 100th clubhouse.  
Existing display cases will be updated and new displays added, equipment will be installed to enhance 
the learning and visual experience, and a resource room and archives space will be created.  

2. The creation of a comprehensive website that will tell the unique history of the 100th Infantry 
Battalion as the first American military unit to be comprised of Americans of Japanese ancestry.  It 
will be used as a foundation to capture all the efforts of Japanese American soldiers in World War II 
and to follow the unit's history to its current incarnation as Hawaii's 100th/442nd Infantry Army 
Reserve.  In addition to being a source of information, the website will offer distance learning 
opportunities for schools.  

II.  Essential Job Functions  

Assist the Project Coordinator with:  

• Collection of written material, photographs, and artifacts from veterans’ families and other 
sources in the community. 

• Inventory and organization of items. 
• Copying and preparation of written materials and photographs so they can be digitized for the 

website. 
• Other duties as needed   

This position will report to the Project Coordinator.  

III.  Qualifications  

• Must be high school student or older.  
• Previous work experience (paid or voluntary) that required attention to detail.  
• Effective communication skills, both oral and written.  
• Legible handwriting.  
• Proficiency with Microsoft Office Word and Excel. List other technical skills in resume.  
• Mileage and parking fees will be reimbursed if car is used for work assignments.  

SEND COVER LETTER AND RESUME  
BY MONDAY, MARCH 15 TO SUSAN MUROSHIGE 

via e-mail at 100.educationcenter@gmail.com 
via fax at (808)946-0273  

via mail at Education Center, 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI  98626 
or drop off at the Clubhouse Office  

 
Please contact Susan Muroshige at 100.educationcenter@gmail.com or leave a message for her with the 

Clubhouse Office (946-0272) if you have any questions or need more information 
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ABLE CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nishioka 
 

This is a belated report regarding our 2009 Christmas party, which was held on December 20 at the 
Clubhouse. 
 

Since I have chaired our chapter Christmas party for decades but was unable to do so this year, I was 
quite concerned.  I was pleasantly surprised when Sharon Tanaka (daughter of Al Matsumoto) offered to chair 
this year’s party with one stipulation – that it will be a combined effort with Charlie Chapter.  There was no 
objection and history was made – that of combining with another chapter for an event. 
Hopefully, this is the beginning of such a cooperative effort. 
 

Sharon and Warren Yamamoto of Charlie Chapter did a marvelous job and the party was a tremendous 
success. On the morning of the 20th, the tables and chairs were set up by Goro Sumida and me with the help of 
Sgt. Beau Tatsumura; and Lorna Fukushima (daughter of Tom Ibaraki) covered the tables. Speaking about 
Lorna, she is a tremendous asset to our club.  She not only purchased the door prizes but also solicited various 
businesses for more door prizes.  I can’t say enough about her efforts – thank you very much, Lorna.  We also 
wish to thank the Morikawa family for all their hard work, especially Irene Morikawa, who for many years has 
been in charge of the children’s games. 
 

We thank the following for their monetary gifts made in memory of their loved ones: 
Robert and Ruby Takei ($200), Ronald Moriguchi ($100), and Nora Morihara ($100).  We also thank the 
following for their monetary gifts and door prizes:  Sgt. Beau Tatsumura, Terri Wakuzawa, Stacey Hayashi, 
Don Matsuda, Alfred Arakaki, Avin Oshiro, Naoki Takamura, Ethel Takahashi, Andrew Nishino, Robert 
Arakaki, Susumu Kunishige, Keith Horikawa, Reid Mizue, Ed and Tammy Kubo; and Irene Anzai.  Please 
forgive me if I have inadvertently omitted anyone.  Gordon Tanaka, one of our Sons & Daughters, donates 5 to 
6 seafood gift certificates every year and this year was no exception   Not only that, he helps with parking and 
other duties and he remains with me until the last guest has departed. 
 

This will definitely be the last article I will be writing for the PPP.  I am, therefore, hoping that one of 
the sons and daughters of our chapter will take over as reporter. 
 

INFORMATION ON MILITARY FUNERAL HONORS 
from www.militaryfuneralhonors.osd.mil  

(sponsored by the U.S. Department of Defense) 
 
 The rendering of Military Funeral Honors is a way to show the Nation’s deep gratitude to those who, in 
times of war and peace, have faithfully defended out country.  This ceremonial paying of respect is the final 
demonstration a grateful Nation can provide to veterans’ families.  As provided by law, an honor guard detail 
for the BURIAL of an eligible veteran shall consist of not less than two members of the Armed Forces.  One 
member of the detail shall be a representative of the parent Service of the deceased veteran.  The core elements 
of the Military Funeral Honors ceremony are: 
 

• The folding of the American flag. 
• The presentation of the folded American flag to the next of kin. 
• Playing of Taps by a military or civilian bugler, if available, or by electronic recording. 

 
It is the responsibility of the family of the deceased veteran to inform the Funeral Director assisting 

them that they wish to have a Military Funeral Honors ceremony at the time of the veterans’ BURIAL.  The 
Funeral Director will contact the appropriate Military Funeral Honors coordinator for the region to make the 
necessary arrangements.  
 
 If an eligible veteran was a former military member of the 100th Infantry Battalion, a request can be 
made by the next of kin to have the Honor Guard detail of the 100th Battalion, 442nd Infantry Regiment (U.S. 
Army Reserves) conduct the Military Funeral Honors ceremony at the time of burial.   While every effort will 
be made to have to secure the participation of the 100th/442nd Honor Guard, as their members are citizen 
soldiers of the Army Reserve and not full-time active duty military, their presence will depend on their 
availability and funding.    
 

Requests for the 100th/442nd Honor Guard to conduct the Military Funeral Honors ceremony should be 
directed to the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans’ Clubhouse Office by calling 946-0272 or e-mailing 
club100vets@gmail.com.  The next of kin may be asked to provide verification of the veteran’s service with the 
100th (discharge papers, confirmation by Chapter President, etc.) before a request will be processed.   It is the 
responsibility of the family to notify the Funeral Director that they have made other arrangements for the burial 
service and to request that the Funeral Director obtain an American flag as one will not be provided by the 
Clubhouse Office or the 100th/442nd Honor Guard.   

 
 

http://www.militaryfuneralhonors.osd.mil/
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JAVA’S MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM TO BE BIGGER AND BETTER  
Press Release from the Japanese American Veterans Association 

 
 Eligible students looking forward to graduating high school this year and their parents will be pleased to 
know that for 2010, a total of six scholarships (three more than last year) for $1,500 each (higher than last year) 
will be awarded under the Japanese American Veterans Association’s Memorial Scholarship Program.   
 

In general, to be eligible for any of the JAVA Memorial Scholarships, the applicant should be a 
graduating high school student in 2010 who is related lineally to a person who served in the famed Nisei combat 
teams or associated units during World War II, or in the MIS, or to a Japanese American who has or is serving 
in our nation’s armed services.  Applicants related to a member of JAVA are also eligible to apply.   
 

The competition is now open, and eligible applicants are urged to submit their entries as soon as they are 
able to meet the criteria, including submitting documentation showing that the entrant has been admitted to an 
accredited college, university, or some other institution that provides post-high education or training for 2010 
and submitting an essay of 500 words or less on the subject:  “What winning a JAVA scholarship award will 
mean to me.”  The deadline for receipt of completed applications is Wednesday, April 21, 2010.   

 
Complete details about the Program, the terms and conditions of the contest and a downloadable 

application form are available at the JAVA website (www.javadc.org) or by e-mailing admin@javadc.org.  
Individual inquiries may be made to Calvin Ninomiya, JAVA Scholarship Program Chair, at 
calvinnino@aol.com or 4828 Drummond Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD 20815.    
  

WORLD WAR II VETERAN TOKUJI ONO VISITS MPI MIDDLE SCHOOL 
(from the Mid Pacific Institute website, www.midpac.edu) 

 
 Mr. Tokuji Ono, a World War II veteran, visited the middle school on February 10, 2010, to share his 
Army experiences.  The experiences were part of a book Eyes of the Emperor, which the sixth graders read this 
year. 
 
 The sixth grade had the privilege of hearing Mr. Tokuji Ono speak about his experiences during World 
War II.  Mr. Ono was drafted into the United States Army at the age of 21.  He was drafted just prior to Pearl 
Harbor.  After the United States entered into the war with Japan, his unit was sent to Fort Shelby in Mississippi 
for training.  There, he and the men of B Company were shipped to Cat Island, Mississippi, for dog training. 

 
 The premise of the training was that dogs would be able to detect 
differences between people of different ethnic groups.  The dogs were being 
trained to detect people of Japanese heritage.  As Mr. Ono and his fellow 
soldiers put it, they were dog bait.  Although he was clothed in thick 
protective clothing, Mr. Ono said that he could feel the pressure of the jaws 
of the large German Shepherds as they attacked.  He told us that he will 
never forget the words of the dog trainers as the dogs were let loose, “KILL!”  
The experiments failed, the dogs detected no differences.  After the training 
ended, Mr. Ono served in Europe, fighting with the 100th Battalion.  
 
 The sixth grade has just completed an intensive study of World War 
II.  In social studies, they investigated the causes leading up to the attack on 
Pearl Harbor.  They visited the Pearl Harbor Memorial.  This was followed 
by a teleconference with Pearl Harbor survivors.  In language arts, the 
students read the works of Graham Salisbury, Under the Blood Red Sun, The 
House of Red Fish, and Eyes of the Emperor.  These books are about the 
Pearl Harbor attack and World War II from a local perspective.  Mr. Ono and 

the men of B Company were the inspiration for the main character, Eddy Okubo, in Eyes of the Emperor.   
 
 We, the sixth grade, will always be grateful to Mr. Ono for sharing his story with the students.  The men 
who fought in World War II are truly the greatest generation.  They helped to shape our lives as we live them 
today.  We view them as heroes, yet they will humbly tell you they were doing what needed to be done.  Thank 
you Mr. Ono for the gift of your wisdom. 
 
 To view photos from Tokuji Ono’s presentation, please visit the gallery at the Mid Pacific Institute 
website:  www.midpac.edu/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=5153. 

 
HUNDREDS OF VALENTINES SENT TO HOSPITALIZED VETERANS  

by Jayne Hirata-Epstein 
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 I am very happy to report that the response to VA Secretary (and 100th Honorary Member) Eric 
Shinseki’s call for Valentines Day Cards as part of the National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans was 
overwhelming.  We received over 600 beautiful cards, many handmade, from the following individuals and 
groups:  The 100th Infantry Battalion ‘ohana, the Hirata-Epstein family, Cheryl Hoffman and family, the ‘Iolani 
School Kindergarten students (K-Makai), the ‘Iolani School After School Judo students, the Makakilo 
Elementary School students, the PPP collating volunteers and Jo Ann Stepien and family.  The cards were sent 
to veterans at Tripler, the Yukio Okutsu facility in Hilo, and to SPC Presley Tagaloa, a 100th/442nd soldier who     
 
is in Walter Reed Hospital in Washington DC. 
 
 In response to a gracious lunch invitation from Ann Nakamura’s second grade students, Robert Arakaki, 
Stacey Hayashi, Don Matsuda, Goro Sumida and I took a long drive out to Makakilo Elementary School on 
Monday, March 8.   We were greeted with beautiful shell leis and a wonderful “Aloha Veterans” banner (which 
is now hanging at the Clubhouse).  The veterans participated in a lively Question and Answer session where the 
students asked them about their battlefield service and their lives before and after WWII.  We were all 
impressed with the insight and understanding that these young children had about the reality of war.  Students 
asked questions like “Did you fight in Iraq or Afghanistan?” “How did you dodge bullets?”  “Were you 
scared?” and “Did you have a friend die in the war?”  The students were also given a sneak preview of Stacey 
Hayashi’s manga about the Nisei veterans - they LOVED it! 
 
 As the presentation drew to a close, Mrs. Nakamura informed us that she had 450 cards made by the 
Makakilo students for us to send to the hospitalized veterans!  We then all walked over to the Cafeteria to join 
the second graders for a delicious school lunch of hot dogs and tater tots.  The poor veterans were unable to eat 
a bite since students swarmed them with questions and requests for autographs.  Many students even skipped 
recess so they could spend some time with our boys.   
 
 Thank you to everyone for supporting of this wonderful project and let’s do it again next year.   
 

LOCATING MISSING VETERAN by Pam Funai,  
Hawaii Director of the Go For Broke National Education Center 

 
John Coleman is looking for information on his wife's uncle, Wallace Oshiro, who was an original 

Member of the 100th.  He was in Charlie Co.  He died in Combat at/near Monte Cassino during the Italian 
Campaign. Are there any current who remember Wallace and does any type of oral history mention him?  If you 
can help, please contact Mr. Coleman at the following” 
  

Coleman & Associates 
601 West Fifth Street, Eighth Floor 
Los Angeles, California  90071-2009 
Phone:  (213) 624-4292 
Fax:    (213) 624-1354 

 
HEADQUARTERS CHAPTER NEWS by Janice Sakoda  

 
A warm welcome is extended to our newest member Delores Akinaka.  Delores is the wife of Ken 

Akinaka, whose father was Isaac Akinaka from Medics.  Delores plunged right in at her first meeting, 
graciously agreeing to be our representative on both the Anniversary and Membership Committees.  Thank you, 
Delores, for your willingness to serve.   
 

Our next social is scheduled for Saturday, April 24.  Please save that date and watch the PPP for more 
details.  At our recent meeting, we decided on the date but not the restaurant so stay tuned. 
 
We’ve been told that members Otomatsu Aoki, Seisaburo Taba, and Fred Takahashi are all under the weather.  
Please take care, eat a lot of ono food to get your strength back, and we hope to see you at our Spring luncheon! 
 

A memorial service for Mac Moriwake was held at the clubhouse on February 20th.   Mac was a very 
private person with definite opinions.  The memorial service was well attended, including HQ vets Ed Ikuma 
and Arthur Komiyama.  I hadn’t seen Arthur for some time so it was good to see him.  But, as I told him, he 
needs to eat more to put on some weight! 
 

I’m still finding out more about the history of the Wine Club. Once I get enough information, I’ll 
include it in this column. 
 

Our next meeting date has been changed.  We will be meeting on Saturday, March 20th because there 
was a conflict with the Board meeting.  But remember to save April 10th as our regular meeting and April 24th 
for our spring luncheon! 

 



 
BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Bernard S. Akamine 

 
First of all, my apologies to Helen Kodama and Elaine Nakamura who worked very hard at the “cho-ba” 

for the Baker Christmas Party.  For the February issue of the PPP, I included a really nice photo of them at the 
table taken by Wayne Iha, but due to lack of space it was not used.  Also cut out was a photo of Sonsei 
Nakamura and his great-grand-son.  There were four generations of the Nakamura’s at the Christmas party! 

 
There were only 14 members at our February meeting.  For those that did not attend, you sure missed 

out on the ono roasted chicken, Spam musubi, takuan, chicken salad lunch, thanks to Evelyn Tsuda.  There was 
ono dessert of Pumpkin Crunch Squares and jello thanks to Marie Yoneshige, and boxes of malasadas from 
Gary Nakayama.  The post of President for 2010 will be occupied by Robert Arakaki, but he said for only one 
year.  Vice President will be Ann Kabasawa, Evelyn Tsuda will serve as Secretary-Treasurer.  Everyone else, 
please do your part and support our Officers by attending the monthly meetings. 

 
Amy Muroshige gave a very comprehensive presentation of the new education center.  We all have a 

better idea of what it will look like and what it will feature.  Sure hope they will finish it before we are too old 
or too sick to enjoy it.Tokuji Ono won the door prize of a folding stool. 

 
Ms. Lauren Horikoshi is the granddaughter of the late Takeichi “Chicken” Miyashiro (C) and his wife 

Lorraine.  Lauren is a contestant in the current Cherry Blossom Festival.  Remembering what my granddaughter 
Carolee went through when she was a contestant more than 12 years ago, we wish the Miyashiro and Horikoshi 
families “ganbare” and lots of luck.   

 
Call Robert Arakaki if you are attending the March 6 meeting.  If you no call and come, maybe no mo’ 

kau kau for you. 
 

MAINLAND CHAPTER NEWS by Sam Fujikawa 
 

The year 2010 started off with one of Veteran Affairs Counselor Jason Young’s wonderful “Soul Food 
Lunch” meetings on Friday, January 22, at the Nakaoka Center in Gardena.  We all enjoyed his delicious black-
eyed-peas, fried chicken, and corn bread muffins.  Added to the colorful red, white and blue spread were salads, 
chips, and a full variety of desserts and munchies and drinks thanks to the many veterans and family members 
who donated so generously. 

 
Jason Young explained some of the important benefits for all the veterans registered into the VA 

records.  When a veteran passes away, benefits such as the veteran’s discount on the property taxes due each 
year still continues.  Jason welcomes anyone to call him in case there are any questions.  Also explained were 
the CHAMPVA benefits on prescriptions. Spouses’ medications are fully paid for. Send the proper forms with 
the prescription to the distribution center in Wyoming.  Although initially getting registered with CHAMPVA 
may take some time, the personnel are all very helpful and are ready to answer any questions.  Spotted among 
the attendees were 100th members Harry Sasaki, Kiyoshi and Bonnie Horino, Duke Ogawa, Douglas Tanaka, Ed 
Nakazawa, Mas and Elma Takahashi, Toke Yoshihashi, Don and Sets Miyada, Henry and Elsie Hayashi, Chizu 
Ohira, and Sam and Teri Fujikawa. 

 
The 50th Annual 100/442 Association Installation Luncheon was held on Saturday, January 23, at the 

Proud Bird Restaurant on Aviation Boulevard.  The Mistress of Ceremonies was Laura Shigemitsu.  President 
Christine Sato-Yamazaki presented an update of achievements by the Go For Broke National Education Center. 
Emphasized were the interviews accomplished by the Hanashi Group and the plans for the new building 
adjacent to the monument location.  Jason Young explained the advancement and continuance of benefits for 
veterans that are being put on the agenda and currently being planned. 

 
After a scrumptious lunch of fresh roasted salmon and roast beef was the Roll Call and Installation of 

Officers administered by Maj. Russell Nakaishi, Commanding Officer, 1/185th AR Support Detachment.  
President John Wakamatsu (son of Jack Wakamatsu, 442, F Co),  First Vice President Russell Nakaishi (L 
Company), Second Vice President Ken Shigemitsu (H Company), Treasurer (TBD), and Secretary Marie Yee 
(H Company)– all were duly installed as the officers for 2010 as well as all the 2010 appointees for chapters and 
Council Delegates of the rest of the Association.  After President John Wakamatsu’s remarks, we enjoyed the 
wonderful Hawaiian performances of the Halau Hula Kawika Iaua’o Leinani group.  A lively raffle led by Don 
Seki (442, L company) and Marie Yee presented many lucky winners with prizes to take home.  A wonderful 
afternoon of good camaraderie and friendship was had by all including 100th members James and Yuri Ogawa, 
Harry Fukasawa, Chickie Seki, Bill Seki, Chiz Ohira, Douglas Tanaka, George and Shirley Tanaka, Toke 
Yoshihashi, Duke Ogawa, Ed Nakazawa, Hank and Elsie Hayashi and daughter Sharon Shimazaki, and Sam 
and Teri Fujikawa. 

 
Plans are underway for our annual 100th Installation/Sweethearts Luncheon scheduled for Saturday, 

February 27, at Seafood Port Restaurant in Torrance.  Beverly Picazo (daughter of Allan and Kaza Dong who 



were Honorary Members for many years) is still keeping in close touch with us and helping us with one of our 
remaining important events every year.  We are so grateful for everything she does for us. 

 
Our next regular 100 meeting is scheduled to be on Saturday, March 20. 
 

DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Joy Teraoka 
 

Denis Teraoka presided over the first 2010 meeting of Dog Chapter on February 6. Present were: Joyce 
Chinen, Mary Hamasaki, Rhoda Kawamata, Arthur Nakayama, Stella Nakayama, Steve Takushi, Denis 
Teraoka, Joy Teraoka, Stu Tsubota, Glenn Yamasaki. 
 

It was moved and seconded that Dog Chapter's bylaws as revised, amended and brought up to date be 
adopted. Motion carried. 
 

Motion was carried to open a new Dog Chapter bank checking account by the treasurer at the Liliha 
Branch of Amerian Savings Bank. Authorized to sign checks were the president, vice president, secretary, and 
treasurer. 
 

Dues for the current year will be $10 per member.  Please send your dues/check payable to Dog Chapter, 
100th Inf. Bn. Vets, to: Mr. Arthur Nakayama, 1459 Ala Hahanui, Honolulu, HI 96818 OR to Dog Chapter, 
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans, 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826. 
 

Watch the PPP for the next Town Hall meeting in March. 
 

Our thanks for refreshments to Steve Takushi (makizushi), Stu Tsubota (malasadas), and Denis and Joy 
Teraoka (cookies). 
 

Get well wishes go out to Joy Teraoka who has been feeling a bit under the weather. 
 

Our next meting will be on Saturday, March 6 at 10:00 a.m. Come on, Doggies, let's attend the meetings 
and support the chapter which has only three active veterans.  

 
DONATIONS TO DOG CHAPTER 

 
DOG CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PARTY 
$100 Gloria Tamashiro 
$50 Mary Hamasaki  

 
DOG CHAPTER 
$50 Carol Dee and Keith Nishimura  
$1000 Patricia Tsutsui and Janice Oshiro in memory of Richard and Ruth Tsutsui 
 

MAUI CHAPTER NEWS by Stan Izumigawa 
 

Since Maui Chapter only meets twice a year in May and December, there is not much to report in the 
interim months.  In early January we were again invited to the 442nd’s get-together, but only about half the usual 
number made it this time.  

 
Shinichi Endo of San Francisco, a Maui boy who served in the 100th’s B Company, was back visiting 

recently.  He was one of four brothers who served with the 442 in the second replacement group to the 100.  He 
is a lively and spry fellow who has many acquaintances locally. 
 

The announcement of the 68th anniversary celebration reminded me of last year when the veterans were 
asked to come on stage to have a photo taken.  The 100th was an oversized battalion of about 1500 with 
hundreds of replacements.  There were only 40 or so in attendance.  I sure wish more of the vets are able to and 
will consider coming to the 68th.   
 

DESCENDANTS CHAPTER by Bert Hamakado 
 

Age Smart – Let’s Do It Wisely 

Mahalo nui loa to the more than 50 people who attended the January 24 Descendants Chapter seminar 
on aging wisely at home, and special thanks to the presenters Lei Shimizu, Audrey Suga-Nakagawa, and Sara 
Voneida for making the time to come out to the Clubhouse and share their knowledge and resources. Shimizu 
and Voneida work for the City and County of Honolulu’s Elderly Affairs Division and Suga-Nakagawa is with 
the UH School of Social Work and the State Executive Office on Aging. It was a great turnout for a very timely 
topic as many of us are enjoying or entering our “golden” years. The elderly is the fasting- growing population 



 

segment in the United States and our government is trying to keep up with the needs of our changing population 
demographics. 

It is not just the elderly we should be concerned about. The “sandwich” generation, children of elderly 
who care for their parents as well as their children, are facing great pressures especially if they are also working 
full-time. Without proper information, the family could incur exorbitant costs, face increased tension, and 
become mentally and physically fatigued. 

The main point of the presentation was to let the audience know that there is help. Thanks to funding 
from the federal government, Hawai‘i has an Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC), a one-stop source 
for long- term care information and services for older adults, people with disabilities, and caregivers who need 
help in caring for a family member or loved ones. 

For example, the Hawai‘i ADRC, led by Suga-Nakagawa, could inform you about the Kupuna Care 
program. Contractors provide transportation, attendant care, case management, chore, home- delivered meals, 
housekeeper/homemaker, and personal care free of charge to eligible participants. 

The presenters urged anyone curious about the help available to please call the Hawai‘i ADRC at: 808-
768-7700 (7:45 am – 4:30 pm). For those with Internet access, you can visit the website at any time 
at: www.HawaiiADC.org. The website has a lot of very helpful information by county (Hawai‘i, Honolulu, 
Maui, and Kaua‘i) and it is being updated continually. 

The one-hour presentation passed quickly, leaving attendees eager to learn more.  Again, mahalo to 
those who came and also to those who provided delicious refreshments, gave monetary donations, and assisted 
in other ways to make this seminar possible. 

Let’s Bon Dance 
 

By the time you receive this issue of the PPP, the Okinawan and Japanese bon dance class by Noelle M. 
Ito, Sensei of the Nihon Eisha Odorienshuu Gumi (Japanese/Eisa style Okinawan dance exercise group) will 
have already passed.  Thank you for everyone who attended this event and a detailed report will be published in 
the April 2010 PPP.    Ito Sensei will be teaching Japanese and Okinawan bon dance at the Clubhouse every 
Wednesday at 11:00 am starting on March 3.  The class will be free for members.  

 
Descendants Chapter Event 

A Trip Back in Time to Hawaii’s Plantation Village 
 

What: Guided tour of Hawaii’s Plantation Village in Waipahu 
Date: Saturday, March 27, 2010 
Time: 10:30 am – 1:00 pm (start and end in Waipahu) 
(if meeting at Clubhouse for a ride, arrive at 10:15 am and return at 1:30 
pm) 
Cost: $15 for tour and bento 
 

Did you know that between 1852 and the end of World War II, 
nearly 395,000 workers came from different countries (China, Portugal, 
Japan, Puerto Rico, Philippines, Okinawa, Korea) to work on Hawaii’s 
many sugar plantations? 
 

Let’s visit and experience the warm and welcoming atmosphere 
that was part of Hawai‘i in the early 1900s. The Hawaii’s Plantation Village in Waipahu is an outdoor museum 
that showcases the lifestyles and experiences of Hawaii’s sugar plantation workers. The Plantation Village 
consists of furnished homes and other community structures that display and interpret the history of Hawaii’s 
multi-ethnic heritage.  
 

A volunteer guide will lead us on a one-hour walking tour of the village, which includes a Chinese 
Society building, Portuguese house, Puerto Rican house, Japanese duplex, Barber shop, Filipino dormitory, 
Okinawan house, Korean house, and Plantation store. You will also see many historical photographs and 
artifacts from the plantation period in the education center.  
 

For those needing transportation, please meet at the Clubhouse no later than 10:15 am. Otherwise, meet 
us at the Plantation Village, 94-695 Waipahu St. The schedule will be: 
 

  10:15 am meet at the clubhouse. (Individuals who need a ride.) 
  10:30 am leave clubhouse to Hawaii Plantation Village  
  11:00 am - 12:00 pm lunch at Hawaii Plantation Village (picnic tables) 
  12:00 pm - 1:30 pm Tour of Hawaii Plantation Village and return to Clubhouse 

 

http://www.hawaiiadc.org/


RSVPs are required for attendance and bento order. Please contact Bert Hamakado at 368-0235 or email: 
club100dc@gmail.com by March 25. 

 
OFFICE UPDATE by Jayne Hirata-Epstein and Arlene Sato 

 
 DONATIONS:   It is with deep appreciation that we acknowledge the generosity of the following 
persons whose support ensures that the legacy of the 100th Infantry Battalion World War II veterans will 
continue on for future generations (received from January 16 to February 15): 
 

100TH INFANTY BATTALION VETERANS (GENERAL OPERATING FUND) 
$100  Mimi Nakano for Turner Hall Rental 
$50  Ruthe K. Terada in memory of Roy Takuya Terada 
$100  Don and Kimi Matsuda in memory of Mark Hashimoto 
$100  Dr. Tomiaki and Rie Hara  
$300  Zeke and Sandy Zook 
$1000  Janice Oshiro and Patrice Tsutsui in memory of Richard and Ruth Tsutsui 
$1000  Edward Ikuma in memory of Hazel Ikuma 
$100  Roy Sato in honor of LTC Michael Peeters (100th/442nd) 
$200  Hagiko Fukuda in memory of Toshio Fukuda 
$50  Terri Ann Wakuzawa in memory of Masanori “Mac” Moriwake 
 

PUKA PUKA PARADE 
$25  Shinako Takata 
 

100TH INFANTRY BATTALION SCHOLARSHIP FUND  
$200  Michiko Hashimoto in memory of Mark Hashimoto  
 

DOG CHAPTER 
$50  C.D. Nishimura  
$1000  Janice Oshiro and Partrice Tsutsui in memory of Richard and Ruth Tsutsui 
 

 HANAKOKOLELE:  In last month’s PPP, the donation from G. and K. Uchida in memory of Shigeru 
Ushijima of Hilo was erroneously listed as $100.  The correct amount should have been $50.  We apologize for 
this error.   
 
 HAPPY GIRLS DAY:  If you missed out on the lively Setsubun celebration where members chanted 
“oni wa soto, fuku wa uchi” (demon out, good luck in) while pelting poor little tigers Joy Teraoka and Jayne 
with beans, you have another chance to celebrate Japanese culture by coming to the Clubhouse on Girls Day, 
Wednesday, March 3.  At 10:30 am, Stacey Hayashi’s mom will show us how to make beautiful cards using 
origami.  At 11:00 am, Sensei Noelle Ito will teach the first session of her weekly Japanese and Okinawan bon 
dance class (free for 100th members).  If you would like to join us, please contact the Office.   

 
 MONDAY MORNING MOVIE: Are you hopelessly addicted to 
Korean soap operas?   Then you're sure to enjoy the movie, Ajumma! Are You 
Crazy? a zany comedy that follows the misadventures of three Korean Drama 
fanatics. Join Writer/Director Brent Anbe (a 100th grandson) and actress Thea 
Matsuda (who is wearing the “heart” in the photo and has been friends with 
Jayne since 4th grade) for a free showing of the hilarious movie, followed by a 
Q and A and autograph session on Monday, March 8 from 10:00 am to 12 
noon at the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii’s Historical Gallery Theatre.  
Space is limited so please reserve your seat by contating the Office. 

 
 CLUB FUNDRAISER:   Starting on March 1, the Office will be selling $5 tickets for Ward Center’s 
annual “Friends+Family+Community ReWARDS Weekend”. Ticketholders will receive exclusive discounts at 
over 80 Ward shops and restaurants, gift-with-purchase, enter-to-win shopping sprees, free family activities and 
other festivities during the weekend of Friday, April 9 to Sunday, April 11.  100% of your ticket purchase will 
go to the Club to support 100th community service projects and related expenses (honorariums to speakers, 
refreshments for volunteers, out of pocket expenditures).  
 
 BUCK-A-BOOK SALE:   Within days of the PPP being mailed, we began receiving donations of 
books and other items for our March 14th Buck-A-Book sale.  Special thanks go out to the Japanese Cultural 
Center of Hawaii for their generous donation of several boxes of books, including many Japanese language 
titles, and over 100 LPs.    If you have a record player and love Japanese music, be sure to come by the 
Clubhouse and pick up some LPs at a special presale price of 5 for $1 (they will be $1 each on the 14th).     
 
 We can still use more books, DVDs, videotapes and CDs so please drop off your donations at the 
Clubhouse on weekdays from 9 am to 1 pm or bring them with you to the President’s Town Hall Meeting on 
March 7 from 9 am to 1 pm.   We can also use some volunteers to help on the day of the sale with a variety of 
tasks including cashiering, crowd control, and packing up unsold books.  Most of all, we need people to BUY 
BOOKS on March 14 from 10 am to 2 pm and help us raise money for Ala Wai Elementary School.  100% of 
the proceeds will go to Ala Wai with all unsold items going to the ‘Iolani Fair.   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR MARCH 2010 
 

EBOD Meeting  Friday, March 12 at 6:00 pm in the Board Room  
BOARD Meeting   Saturday, March 13 at 9:30 am in the Board Room 
ABLE Chapter  Saturday, March 27 at 8:00 am in the TV Lounge 
BAKER Chapter  Saturday, March 6 at 11:00 am in the Board Room  
CHARLIE Chapter  Saturday, March 27 at 10:00 am in the Board Room 
DOG Chapter  Saturday. March 6 at 10:00 am in the Board Room 
HQ/MEDICS Chapter Saturday, March 20 (NEW DATE) at 10:00 am in the Board Room 
RURAL Chapter  No meeting in March 
MAUI Chapter  To Be Announced  
MAINLAND Chapter Saturday, March 20 
DESCENDANTS Chapter Sunday, March 28 – Field Trip to Hawaii’s Plantation Village  
SCHOLARSHIP Comm. No Meeting in March 
BANQUET Committee Wednesday, March 3 at 7:00 pm in the Board Room 
Line Dancing   Wednesdays, March 3, 10, 17 and 24 at 9:00 am in Turner Hall  
Japanese and Okinawan Dancing (NEW CLASS) Wed, March 3, 10, 17 and 24 at 11:00 am in Turner Hall 
Crafts    Tuesdays, March 2, 9, 16 and 23 at 9:00 am in the Board Room  
OFFICE CLOSED   Friday, March 26 – Kuhio Day Holiday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 2010 SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

GIRLS’ DAY CELEBRATION  Wednesday, March 3 at 10:30 am in the Board Room 
TOWN HALL MEETING   Sunday, March 7 at 10:00 am to 12 noon in Turner Hall 
AJUMMA! ARE YOU CRAZY? MOVIE Monday, March 8 at 10:00 am at the JCCH Gallery Theatre 
BUCK-A-BOOK SALE    Sunday, March 14 at 10 am to 2 pm in Turner Hall 
 

PUKA PUKA PARADE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 The deadline to submit articles for the April 2010 issue is Monday, March 15, 2010.  Please send 
your articles, comments or questions about the Puka Puka Parade to the Editor Mimi Nakano via e-mail at  
pukapukaparade@gmail.com or mail to Puka Puka Parade, 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI  96826.   
  

 COLLATING will be on MONDAY, MARCH 29 at 9:30 am (NEW DATE).  Refreshments will 
be provided by the Club.  Everyone is invited to volunteer.   
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 If you want to be removed from the PPP mailing list, would like to receive the PPP via e-mail, or 
have a new mailing address, or have non-PPP questions, please contact the Clubhouse Office at 946-0272 or 
club100vets@gmail.com.   
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