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REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE DANIEL K. AKAKA

THE STATE FINALS AWARDS CEREMONY 
1990 CONGRESSIONAL ARTS COMPETITION

MAY 18, 1990

ALOHA . . . Lieutenant Governor Cayetano,

____________ / and _____________ , it gives me great 

pleasure to be here tonight.

And my warmest ALOHA to our students. I know that this 

is a very special and exciting time for all of you. I want 

you to know that this is also a very special time for me 

because tonight's function is the first local event that I 

am attending as U.S. Senator from the State of Hawaii.

As a member of the U.S. Congressional Arts Caucus, I have 

conducted the Congressional Arts competition for our high 

school students for nine years and for the last two years now, 

Bob Reed and Pacific Resources have been behind me in helping 

to bring this program to where it is today. I want to credit 

the people of Pacific Resources for this. Through this 

Program, they have been of tremendous help to me in fostering 

artistic talent in our schools.

I also want to thank the parents and teachers here 

tonight. As a former teacher, I will say it over and again,



that it is your words of encouragement to these young people, 

your pride in them, your support and enthusiasm for whatever 

they pursue that drives them to do well . . . that pushes them 

to achieve excellence.

In many ways, you are as much responsible for their 

success in all that they achieve. You, as parents and 

teachers are a guiding force in their lives. These students 

reflect your values and look to you in the vision and goals 

they have shaped for themselves.

When I was in high school, I would never have dreamed 

that I would someday become a Member of the U.S. Senate, a 

member of the most powerful lawmaking body of the greatest 

country in the world.

On the morning of the swearing in ceremonies in 

Washington, D.C., as I stood on the floor of the U.S. 

Senate, I could not help but think of the key people who were 

an influence in my life - who helped shape my values and 

goals. These were people who gave me strength and 

encouragement . . . gave me opportunity and a chance to prove 

my capabilities. They told me to work hard, to work for what 

you believe in; they gave me their confidence.

If we have helped to encourage the students in our state 

to work hard - to pursue their highest potential; if we have 

helped to build confidence in your capabilities, given you



pride in what you have accomplished, then we have succeeded 

in what we sought to do through this program.

Some of you will be leaving high school this year and 

making difficult choices about your future. You will also 

be tested and judged; you will be challenged whether you 

decide to attend college or learn a trade. Seize the 

moment. Do not stand idly because what you believe in, you 

must work for . . . very very hard.

For those of you still in high school, I cannot impress 

upon you more, the importance of the education you receive. 

It is an an opportunity . . . and a privilege. Do not miss 

your chance at this opportunity. Your education is your 

springboard; it will help determine your career, your quality 

of life and even your values.

If I have somehow inspired you by my example or 

by what I have said to you tonight, then as a teacher, I feel 

that I have again succeeded. My concern is that each and 

every one of you are the future of our state. Soon you will 

be taking on some very real responsibilities, working to care 

and educate your own children, working in your communities and 

helping to contribute to make this, our state, a better place 

to live. Seize the moment, take the challenge and work hard

in whatever you do.



My sincere congratulations to all of you. I commend you 

for the beautiful artwork you have produced, and you deserve 

all the recognition you receive.

And to the people of Pacific Resources, teachers and

parents, my warmest mahalo to all of you.


