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performance by the Saipan Chinese Association in celebration of the Chinese New Year yesterday.
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DOLI processing

fake documents

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE DEPARTMENT of Labor
and Immigration have been re-
ceiving fake employment docu-
ments from unscrupulous em-
ployers who connive with “fix-
ers” arranging for the entry of
unskilled workers in the Com-
monwealth, a Labor official said.

This was gathered following a
recent government fact-finding
mission to Bangladesh where it
was established that workers
seeking to skip official recruit-
ment processes pay $5,000 to
“fixers” which in turn contact
“dishonest” CNMI employers
who would then process the
would-be employee’s entry per-
mit for a part of the “loot.”

The modus operandi have
raised the possibility that there
could be a DOLI insider ensur-
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ing that the documents-are pro-
cessed.

“Itispossible,” said Linn Asper,
a former judge who now heads
DOLI’s Administrative Hearing
Office.

Asper, who, along with two
other DOLI staff, left for
Bangladesh in October last year,
said the unskilled workers, mostly
those who left the country in 1996
and 1997, managed to leave as
tourists by “probably bribing
someone in the immigration be-
cause everyone else knows they
are not going to be tourists.”

“What’sbeen happening is that
people who come here have just
been going to unlicensed recruit-
ers or people on the streets...
crooks, conmen, thieves.”

“They (workers) make a deal
with them (unlicensed recruiters)
and these people then turn around

and strike a deal with somebody
here on Saipan whois also out for
the money,” said Asper.

That “somebody” then buys
bonds and prepares other CNMI
government requirements, using
his orhername and showing bank
account balance, presurnably part
of the “loot.”

“Then, the workers receive au-
thorization to enter CNML.. then
they come here and get their en-
try permit.

*“Here, they receive fake docu-
ments that say they have work
experience. They postall the right
papers here. And as far as the
department is reading it, it looks
good... the employer has the
money to show,” said Asper.

“That (modus operandi) has
happened over and over again
with Bangladeshis and Chinese
workers.”

Continued on page 20
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: 7 By Zaldy Dandan

v Variety News Staff

' UNITED States Congressman
. DonYoung (R-Alaska)and the
i other members of the U.S.
i . House Resources Committee
have canceled their trip next
= month to Saipan due to U.S.
- military aircraft restrictions
' caused by the ongoing “ten
sions” in Iraq, it was learned
yesterday.

The committee members

b e T L bt i. .'n_._-,.

were scheduled tobe inthe CNMI
from Feb. 14 to 21 for a fact-
finding mission in light of the
concerns raised by the White
House and its allies in Congress
over local immigration and labor
policies.

The Variety learned yesterday
that the visit, which is the
committee’s firstin 10 years, may
be rescheduled later this year.

A “federal takeover” legisla-

tion filed by U.S. Congressman
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By Ferdie de la Torre
Variety News Staff
A CUSTOMS inspector was
found dead inside his bedroom in
As Lito Tuesday night.

Police suspect it was a case of
suicide.

Kenneth Kapileo, 20, had a
gunshot wound on the forehead,
according to acting Public Safety
Information Officer Sgt. Franklin
Babauta.

Babauta said Kapileo was taken
to the Commonwealth Health
Center where he was pronounced
dead at 10 p.m.

Investigation showed that
Kapileo’s brother discovered the
victim lying in his bedroom with
blood all over his face at about
9:30 p.m.

Police officers arrived and sum-
moned emergency medical tech-
nicians after they noticed the
gunshot wound onKapileo’shead.

Babautasaid the gunshot wound
was possibly self-inflicted.

Initial police report did not in-
dicate the type of gun used or

Customs o

1cer dead

whether the weapon was recov-
ered.

The case will be investigated
further, Babauta said.

Meanwhile, Police Officer 1
Daniel Martinez, 42, was arrested
inGarapan Monday night for driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol, reckless driving, and refus-
ing to submit to a breathalyzer
test.

Investigation showed that
Martinez, who was off duty at the
time, was driving his car when he
hit the police vehicle parked at the
Koban Police Station,

Both vehicles had minor dam-
ages on the front side.

Martinez’s fellow officer PO1
Frank Pangelinan to whom the
police car-was assigned was in-
side the Koban station when the
incident happened.

Investigators are still looking
into the possibility that Martinez
hit the police car on purpose.

Martinez and Pangelinan are
both assigned with Patrol Sec-
tion.

House bill proposes

Tags for sex offenders

By Mar-Vic C. Munar
Variety News Staff

IN SEVENTEENTH century New England, a woman convicted of
adultery was made to wear a scarlet letter.

In Manila, the houses of drug pushers are painted with labels that
read “This is a drug pusher’s house.”

Here comes Saipan’s version. A convicted sex offender might be
made to live with a similar tag if the bill titled “The Sex Offenders
Registration and Notification Act” becomes law.

House Bill 10-8, filed by Rep. Oscar M. Babauta (R-Saipan),
seeks torequire sexual offenders to register their current addresses
with the Department of Public Safety.

The bill said this system would help “notify the community
concerning the location of registered offenders when necessary to

ensure public safety.”

The proposed measure would apply to “persons convicted of a
criminal offense of sexual nature against a minor, or who is con-
victed of a sexually violent offense, or is a person known to be a

violent sexual predator.”

“The Commonwealth does not have a sex offender treatment
program, but even if it did, the recidivism rate of sex offenders is

high,” the bill states.

Babauta, in filing the bill, noted that “the safety of our children

Continued on page 20
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George Miller (D-California) is
currently before the committee,
which has jurisdiction over the
islands and other insular areas.

Miller, the committee’s rank-
ing minority member, has repeat-
edly urged Young to conduct pub-
lic hearings on his bill.

But Young, together with U.S.
House Majority Leader Dick
Armey (R-Texas)and U.S. House
Majority Whip Tom DeLay (R-
Continued on page 20
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State of Union Address

Clinton reiterates US’ ‘global role’

By DAVID BRISCOE
WASHINGTON (AP) — De-
claring America’s *“‘unrivaled
leadership” abroad, President Bill
Clinton called on Congress Tues-
day to keep U.S. troops in Bosnia,
ratify a nuclear test ban treaty,
and make anotherattempt to grant
him more authority to negotiate
_ trade agreements.

Urging “responsiblity not only
at home but abroad,” Clinton also
urged Congress to support inter-
- national efforts to assist the strug-
gling Asian economies.

Clinton devoted about one-
fourth of his State of the Union
address Tuesday to assert
America's global role.

Saddam Hussein was the only
foreign leader mentioned in the
speech. Clinton warned the Iraqi
leader against defying efforts to
rid his country of weapons of mass
destruction.

Clinton also decried *“‘the poi-
soned appeals of extreme nation-
alism” and listed an “‘unholy axis
of new threats” — terrorists, in-
ternational criminals and drug
traffickers.”

On other issues, he asked Con-
gress for:

» Extension of the U.S. military
mission in Bosnia. *“The progress
is unmistakable, but not yet irre-
versible,” he said.

+ Ratification of a comprehen-
sive nuclear test ban treaty. He
announced the support of four
formerchairmenof the Joint Chiefs
of Staff — Gens. John
Shalikashvili, Colin Powell, and
David Jones, and Adm. William
Crowe.

Pres:dent C/lnton acknowledges the crowd’s applause dur/ng his State of the Un/on address on Capitol Hill
on Tuesday. In the background are Vice President Gore, left, and House Speaker Newt Gingrich. ap

« Admission of three new coun-
tries to NATO— Hungary, Poland
and the Czech Republic.

“These three formerly commu-
nist countries have said ‘yes’ to
democracy. I ask the Senate to say
yes to them — our new allies.”

» Passage of fast-track trade leg-

By SONYA ROSS

him to Bible verses.

to cover it up.

wrath and doubung

not perfect,” Owens said.

moral judgments.

£33

already,

is “a faith of second chances.”

and their families.

President finds solace
in ministers’ advice -

WASHINGTON (AP) — As controversy washes over him, Presi-
dent Bill Clinton is finding comfort in the advice of ministers,
through prayer and in letters and phone calls from ¢lergy pointing

Ministers say they seek to uplift not only Clinton, but also a
shocked and worried nation that is wrestling with allegations that the
president had an affair with a former White House intern and tried

“I'm in the business of saving sin-sick souls,” said the Rev.
Chandler D. Owens of Atlanta, presiding bishop of the Church of
God in Christ. “I believe the human personality is worth more than
to be destroyed over these kinds of things.”

In a letter to Clinton, Owens offered “prayerful support during
what must be a difficult time” and suggested that he focus on doing
the larger good for the country. He pointed Clinton to the Bible’s 1
Timothy 2, which calls on people to pray for their leaders “without

Clinton is *“only guilty of being like Lhe rest of us, in that we are

Some ministers said they reached out to Clmton because the
allegations against him have raised questions about honesty and

Others said they acted on a natural impulse to quell the frenzy
before it harms the country as a whole.

“We have an obligation this time to say, ‘Hey, enough of this
said the Rev. J. Delano Ellis II, presiding bishop of the
United Pentecostal Churches of Christ. Ellis told Clinton in a letter
that he is in “the community of the forgiven” because Christianity

Last Friday, Ellis and about 200 members of his congregation
spent a day fasting and praying for Clinton, Vice President Al Gore

Aides say the president appreciates the ministers’ efforts, and was
particularly uplifted by the Scripture referrals.

islation, which failed to pass last
year. Members of Clinton’s own
Democratic Party oppose the law,
which would allow him tonegoti-
ate treaties without subjecting
them to alterations by Congress.

“On the eve of a new century,
we have the power and the duty to

Excerpts

» ON ASIA’S financial crisis:
“The Americaneconomy remains
sound and strong—and I want to
keep it that way.

But because the turmoil in Asia
will have an impact on all the
world’s economies, including
ours, making that negative im-
pact as small as possible is the
right thing to do for a safer world
— and the right thing to do for
America.

Our policy is clear.

No nation can recover if it does
not reform itself. But when na-
tions are willing to undertake se-
rious economic reform, we should
help them to do it. So I call on
Congress to renew America’s
commitment to the International
Monetary Fund.”

+Onterrorismandotherthreats:

“America must stand up for its
interests and stand against the poi-
soned appeals of extreme nation-
alism. We must combat an un-
holy axis of new threats: terror-
ists, international criminals and
drug traffickers.

These 21st Century predators
feed on technology and the free
flow of information, ideas and
people.

The predators will be all the
more lethal if weapons of mass
destruction fall into their hands."’

build anew era of peace and secu-
rity. But today’s possibilities are
not tomorrow’s guarantees,”
Clinton said.

He also called for payment of
overdue U.S. dues to the United
Nations.

He didn’t mention the amount,

» On Iraq:

“Saddam Hussein has spent the
better part of this decade, and
much of his nation’s wealth, not
on providing for the Iraqi people
butondeveloping nuclear, chemi-
cal and biological weapons —
and the missiles to deliver them.

The United Nations wedpons
inspectors have done a remark-
able job, finding and destroying
more of Iraq’s arsenal than was
destroyed during the Gulf War
itself.

Now, Saddam Hussein wants
tostop them from completing their
mission.

I speak for everyone in this
chamber, Republicans and Demo-
crats, when I say to Saddam

Hussein: You cannotdefy the will

of the world.

You have used weapons of mass
destruction before. We are deter-
mined to deny you the capacity to
use them again.”’

» On new NATO members:

“For50years, NATO contained
communism and kept America
and Europe secure.

Now these three formerly com-
munist countries have said yes to
democracy.

I ask the Senate to say yes to
them, our new allies.

By taking in new members and

but the bill is about $ 1 billion.

“If we want America to lead,
we must set a good example,”
Clinton said.

Congressional leaders have linked
payments on the arrears to efforts to
reform the United Nations.

Noting the financial crisis in
Thailand, Indonesia, South Ko-
rea and other Asian countries,
Clinton called for Congress to
“renew America’s commitment
to the International Monetary
Fund.” The U.S. share is § 18
billion, but again, he did not men-
tion the amount.

“These countries are our cus-
tomers, and if Asia sinks into re-
cession, they won’t be able tobuy
the goods we want to sell them,”
he said, adding an ominous warn-
ing:

“Preparing for a far-off storm
that may reach our shores is far
wiser then ignoring the thunder
until the clouds are overhead.”

Clinton also said he weuld in-
troduce legislationon several glo-
bal topics: to fight abusive child
labor, to engage in free trade with:
Africaandtosetupanew interna-
tional inspection system to detect
biological weapons.

The inspection plan would be
aimed at Iraq but has been op-
posed by the U.S. pharmaceutical
industry which fears it might jeop-
ardize trade secrets.

Without offering details, he also
said he would *“pursue our security
strategy-with old allies in Asia and
Europe and new partners from Af-
rica to India and Pakistan, from
South America to China and from
BeifasttoKoreatothe Middle East.

on foreign aftairs

working closely with new part-
ners, including Russia and
Ukraine, NATO can help to as-
sure that Europe is a stronghold
for peace in the 21st century.’

» On Bosnia:

“We saw children playing in
the streets, where two years ago
they were hiding from snipers and
shells.

The shops were filled with food.
The cafes were alive with conver-
sation.

The progress there is unmistak-
able, but it is not yet irreversible.

Totake firmroot,Bosnia’s frag-
ile peace still needs the support of
American and allied troops when'
the current NATO mission ends
in June.”

+ On paying U.N. dues:
“Finally, it’s long past time to
make good on our debt to the
United Nations. More and more,
we are working with other na-
tions to achieve common goals.

If we want America to lead,
we’ve got to set a good example.

As we see so clearly in Bosnia,
allies who share our goals can
also share our burdens.

In this new era, our freedom and
independence are actually enriched,
not weakened, by our increasing
interdependence with othernations.
But we have to do our part.”
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TCGCC may finally get a budget

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THETINIAN CasinoGaming and
Control Commission may finally
have a budget of its own.

Sen. Joaquin G. Adriano (R-
Tinian) yesterday said the Tinian
Legislative Delegation, which he
chairs, is now working on a $3
million proposed budget for the
commission, which is currently
using money “borrowed” from
the Office of the Governor.

The amount is based on the

anticipated revenues from the
island’s casino, he said.

The budget will be appropri-
ated by the Tinian Municipal
Council with the concurrence of
the Tinian Legislative Delegation
whose members, besides Adriano,
are Sens. David M. Cing (D),
Herman M. Manglona (Unity) and
Rep. Jose A. Hocog (D).

The budget will also need Gov.
Pedro P. Tenorio’s concurrence.

Adriano, at the same time, said
TCGCC will honor its loan to the

central government, and will start
disbursing the $100,000 perquar-
ter allotments to the Office of the
Governor when the Tinian Dy-
nasty Hotel & Casino starts oper-
ating this Spring.

“We want a new direction for
the commission,” Adriano said.

TCGCC now has new mem-
bers after the island’s municipal
council confirmed then Mayor
Manglona’s nomination of
Joaquin H. Borja, Jeffrey M.
Hofschneider, Bernadita C.

Palacios, Allen M. Perez, Serafina
R. King-Nabors, Manuel P.
Villagomez,JoaquinT. Castroand
David Maratita.

Cing was opposed to the nomi-
nation of Borja and Hofschneider.

He also argued that Manglona
should allow incoming mayor
Francisco Borjatofillup TCGCC.

Asmayor, it was Manglonawho
appointed the members of
TCGCC now under Senate inves-
tigation due to the commission’s
highly irregular and questionable

expenditure of the $2.6 million it
“borrowed” from the Office of
the Governor under the previous
administration.

The loan, the legality of which
is also being questioned, now
stands at $3.4 million after then
outgoing governor Froilan C.
Tenorio allowed the release of an
additional $800,000 last month.

The Senate has recently decided
to pursue its investigation of’
TCGCC'’s finances and “spend-
ing habits.”

By Zaldy Dandan
Variety News Staff -

and its government should now
ment industry, Sen. Juan P.
day.

House special committee look-

Tenorio said the question now
is life after the garment indus-

try, and what that life would be,
. “We have an uphill battle in

practices’ published, this time,
‘by Time magazine:

federal takeover threat,”
Tenorio said. -

lack of " a better word, monster
garment industry,” he added. -

currently contributing $20 mil-

Morgen: There’s life
after the garment

THE PEOPLE of the CNMI _
~ amount by cutting its expenses.
consider life without the gar-
'ment spending, and if we save
Tenorio (R-Saipan) sald yester-  just 10 percent of the $200 mil-
R -"++ lion allotted. for the budget we
A member of the Senate—

ing into federal concerns over -
labor and immigration policies,

for the CNMI is whether there - we would cope.”

frontofus,” he said, referring to -
yetanothercritical reportonthe
CNMI's labor and immigration

- “We haveto clean ixp our' . pose. tough and'-controversial

mess whether or not there is a -

- people, not just for one sector.”

“And we should address the -
problems -created by this, for
- Relations was formed to “re-
haunting us constantly—the
' -mend” legislation on the gar-
“'The industry, he said, maybe -

lion in revenues every year, but
the CNMI government could
easily come up with the same

“There is- wasteful  govern-

would no longer need the in- -
dustry,” he said.

“If the government could get
its act together, cut down on its
spending and be more efficient,

The industry and the CNMI's
minimum wage rate, Tenorio
added, will be among the first
issues taken up by the special
committee, which-had its first
meeting Tuesday. '
- “We're here not to make
popular decisions, but to pro-

policies,” he said.:
“We want what’s good forthe

The - House-Senate Special
Committee on CNMI-Federal.

search; formulate and recom-

ment industry, particularly its
~ Continued on page 19 |

DOLI official admits bad policies

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
“NEGLIGENCE” and “bad poli-
cies” at the Department of Labor
and Immigration have allowed un-
scrupulous manpower recruiters
to bring in guest workers, aban-
don them and runaway with thou-
sands of dollars collected from
the victims.

This has apparently caused a
ranking federal official to repeat-
edly express concerns over the
CNMTI’s labor situation, even go-
ing as far as branding the Depart-
mentof Labor and Immigration’s
regulations as “one big scam.”

“It is more like not being care-
ful enough with the applications
(submitted to DOLI by recruit-
ers) than bribery... negligence,”
said atop DOLI official on condi-
tion of anonymity.

“I haven’t seen real, obvious
corruption....Ihave only seenneg-
ligence and bad policies...like the
bad policy of allowing 80 Chi-
nese workers come into the CNMI
with an unproven employer,” the
official added.

He was referring to a recent
labor and immigration fiasco in-
volving the 80 Chinese workers
recruited by a construction firm
but were later left on theirown *“to
survive.”

Bad policy

“That’s bad policy... they
(workers) should prove them-
selves or they should come in
smaller groups or theiremployers
should have given bigger bonds,”
said the official.

The workers’ recruiter-em-
ployer, INJ International, which
was being run by a certain Joe
Son, a Korean national, and Jesus
A. Santos, have reportedly fled
after the recruits started seeking
government help late last year.

“Usually what happens is that

~ we finally give a big judgment

against them (recruiters) and they
disappear,” said Linn Asper, a
former judge whonow supervises
DOLI’'s Administrative Hearing
Office, which handles laborcases.

Asper said, “There is a pattern:
if an employer is really cheating
people and making money out of
the fraud, then as soon as we
focus attention on them, they’ll
leave.” )

He also said the CNMI “is an
easy place to disappear from and
very little that they (government
officials) can do to bring them
back.”

Asper, like the other ranking
DOLI official, said government
should make recruiters post big-
ger security bonds, a matter now

being worked out in the
Commonwealth’s investment
law.

1,000 victims

Close to 1,000 workers—
mostly Bangladeshis and Chi-
nese nationals—have become vic-
tims of fraudulent recruitment by
“fly-by-night” manpower agen-
cies since last year, government
records show.

Close to300of the Bangladeshis
remain jobless or have taken on"
odd jobs to survive while waiting
for government to take a decisive
action on their case.

DOLIhasissued rulings direct-
ing the workers’ employers and
recruiters to release millions of
dollars in fines and damages.

None of the respondents have,
to date, satisfactorily met the
government’s directives.

No action has been taken on the
erring employers and recruiters.

This has partly been attributed
to the CNMI indigenous
population’s clannish culture
whererelationships between con-

. cerned DOLI staff and the em-

ployer allegedly hamper the
speedy resolution of the case.
Most of the Chinese nationals
have meanwhile managed to land
jobs as garment or construction
workers or karaoke bar attendants.

Teno signs Child Safety Week proclamation

Lo

Lt Gov. Jesus R. Sablan applauds as Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio signs the DPS Child Safety Awareness Week

proclamation for Feb. 8-14 yesterday.

Photo by Laila C. Younls

By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff

THE DEPARTMENT of Public

Safety’s*“Child Passenger Aware-
ness Week™ is in effect as Gover-
nor P. Tenorio signed a procla-
mation declaring February 8-14
asatimetoobserve child safety”.

“The community should be
heavily involved in making sure
children are safe on and off the
road. Please take advantage in
the programs offered by DPS and
further enhance your child’s
safety,” said Tenorio.

“DPS offers car seat purchases
and they cut the cost by giving a
$50 dollar certificate. Please take
advantage of this program made
available for children’s safety,”
he said. ‘

“We are coordinating activities
with the Fire Department which
will be held throughout the month
of February,” said PO2 and Pro-
gram Coordinator Eric Mafnas.

“The purpose of the activities is
to educate the community about
child safety. We are still having
incidents with children getting

injured because of lack of safety
precautions,” said Mafnas.

“We will be going to schools
and PTA meetings foreducational
presentations and we will also be
holding displays and free seat belt
inspections,” he said.

“We also would like the public
to know that. we have raised the
seat belt and car seat violation
fees from $50t0 $250. We will be
out there monitoring motorists
who are using seat belts or car
seats for kids or not,” he added.

Mafnas said several police of-
ficers will be assigned days to
specifically look out for viola-
tors.

“All children from newbom to
5 years old must be in a car seat.
No child under 12,years old can
be in the back of a pick-up truck
without an adult, and everyone
must be fastening theirseat belts,”
said Mafnas.

“We will be looking out for
those. Also, this year’s theme is

-*The Back is Where it is At’,

strongly emphasizing that it dan-
Continued on page 19
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DFW faulted for ‘slow’ response

Year’s 1st snake sighting reported

By Jojo Dass
Variety News Staff
A NORTHERN Marianas Col-
" lege teacher yesterday scored
governmerft over delays in re-
sponding to calls about a re-
cent brown tree snake sight-
ing at her Koblerville resi-
dence.

It was the second time a
complaint was aired against

. DFW for its allegedly slow
reaction to such distress calls.

Julie Ulloa-Heaph, in an in-
terview, said staff of the Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife's
Brown Tree Snake Program
afrived at her place two hours
after her housekeeper made
the call.

The two staff, she said, left
after assessing the area and
went back the following day
to install traps.

The traps, Heaph said, have
thus far yielded nothing,.

Long wait

“I think they (DFW staff)
waited too long. They should
have placed the.traps the same
night,” said a disappointed
Heaph.

“They even asked if my
housekeeper was sure it was a
snake...if she was not into
drinking. That’s not nice,” she
added.

The snake was sighted, she
said, as her housekeeper was
cleaning their house’s
frontyard.

Citing her housekeeper's de-
scriptions, Heaph said the
snake was twoinchesindiam-

eter and two feet long. Its hide
was olive green and its under-
side lighter in color.

The snake, she said, moved
from the front yard to a ba-
nana plantation beside her
house.

She said she heard cats
sounding like they were fight-
ing by the place the night be-
fore the snake was sighted at 2
p.m. last Jan.13,

“And funny, I don’t think I
hear the chickens in the area
anymore,” Heaph said.

Heaph said she had cleared
the area of plants except the
banana plants where the snake
is believed to have taken ref-
uge.

Heaph, who has four kids
including a nine-month-old,
expressed concern over her
family's safety.

Uninformed

Acting Lands and Natural
Resources Secretary Bertha
Leon Guerrero apparently had
not been informed of the inci-
dent.

In a phone interview, she
said she would discuss the
matter with acting Fish and
Wildlife Director Richard
Seman.

She nonetheless vowed to
“look into the matter.”

Seman, for his part, said he
will first determine whether
the snake sighting was relayed
to DFW’s brown tree snake
program staff on time.

“I need to gather what time
they (BTSP staff) recewed the
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information and what time the
call was made,” said Seman.

Seman said the responding
BTSP staff could have gone
eslewhere to retrieve needed

traps, vainly explaining why.

they left the Koblerviile site
overnight.

“We don’t have so much
standby traps. Sometimes they
(BTSP staff) have to move and
get their traps at other sites,”
Seman said.

“Besides, it also depends on
the assessment report..if the
situation calls for immediate

"action,” Seman added.

In an earlier interview,
Seman said the only brown
tree snake-related incident the
division had encountered thus
far this year involved the 30
medicinal baby snakes found
stashed by a trash can near the
Puerto Rico dump late last
week.

He said it took the BTSP
staff an hour before being in-
formed of the call.

In September last year, an
Oleai resident claimed it took
DFW nearly two hours to ar-
rive -at his house where a
brown tree snake was sighted.

The call was made after of-
fice hours and thus had to be
coursed through the Emer-
gency Management Office.

The DFW installed snake
traps also the following day.

No snake was captured.

Brown tree snakes are noc-
turnal reptiles that feed on liz-
ards, chickens, and .birds
among others.

The snakes are believed to
have reached the islands
through incoming cargoes
from Guam.

US officials’ travel
allowances raised

THE US government has raised
the reimbursement rates for lodg-
ing and meals of U.S. officials
traveling to US-affiliated Pacific
islands, according to the January
27 issue of the newsletter OIA
Flash Fax. (

The Flash  said the
reingbursemement rate increase
is aimed at helping the tourism
industry in the Pacific islands and
states.

“These decisions, based on the
marketrates for hotels and restau-
rants will provide additional dol-
lars when US government people
travel in the islands,” the Flash
quoted OIA Director Allen
Stayman as saying.

Palau has the largest increase
inrates. The total maximum daily
allowance has been increased by
$56 to $251 per day.

The least expensive rate was
set for the Marshall Islands, where
the total for lodging and meals
remained at $56 per day.,

Guam also had no rate
changes.

The daily total for Saipan was
raised from $221 to $248.

In Chuuk, the rate hasincreased
by $30aday, from $163t0o $193.
There was a $5 a day increase in
American Samoa.

By Jojo Dass -
Variety News Staff . -
IT IS “almost impossible” for
- the 81. Chinese workers. aban-
doned on the island by their
employer to get the $1.2 million
in fines and damages recently

ment of Labor and Immigra-
tion. *

“Youhave tohave somethmg
to collect against,” explained
Linn Asper, Supervisor of
DOLI's Administrative Hear-
ing Office.

Ranking officials of the JNJ

hired the workers, could not
anymore be found on the 1sland
he said.

The Attomey General’s Of-

allynoonenow to get the money
from as the company hasreport-
edly closed down.

“INJis gone. The people (em-
ployers) are gone,” said Asper.
o Joe Son and Jesus Santos who
were supposedly operating the firm

-| have reportedly fled the island.

Asper, early this month, ruled
that JNJ International pay the
workers a total of $1.2 million
in damages and fines.

He also barred the firm from
further bringing in new guest
workers,

Chances of Sino workers
getting $1.2-M look dim

awarded them by the Depart- : _
'DOLI’s. processing and docu-

" could not do anything to collect |
- the award money, Asper -la-

International, the firm which -
“only has a few tools.”

fice, he added, could also do -
nothing about it asthere is virtu-
_,there sbonding available, we'll.

JNJ International, according
to Asper, was a “frandulent
firm” .and thus could commit
violations and abandon the_
workers “when the heat is.on”™
unlike “real” firms. - = .

Asked how the ﬁrm's offi-
cials managed to slip through

mentation, Asper replied that
the incident “happened atatime’
when the awareness (of the staff)
was not at the level it is now.”
Further. asked why DOLI

mented that the department

“We can let them (workers).
find new jobs but we are not an
employment agency so they
have to find it themselves..©
 “Then, we’ll transfer them. If

get them their bonding. That'’s
about all we can do,” he said.

Asper nevertheless argued
that his directive was “not a
meaningless order, exactly”
because itprevents INJ Interna-
tional from coming back.

“But as far as collecting the
money the millions of dollars, it
is almost impossible,” he said.

The affected Chinese work-
ers, most of whom have man-
aged to land temporary jobs,
hailed Asper’s ruling.

‘ Some of the 81 abandoned Chinese

Immunization reaches
90% of children in 1997

FOR THE past two years, the
Division of Public Health has de-
veloped aplot project called **Sat-
urday Immunization Clinic.” This
clinic is open on Saturday morn-
ings from 8 a.m, to 12 noon.

It has been successful in help-
ing efforts to raise the immuniza-
tion kvels of our twoyear olds and
pre-schoolers’from 70 percent to
90 percent in 1997,

In addition to the regular walkin
clinic at the Commonwealth Health
Center, the Southern Community
Health Clinic (located in San Anto-
nio) is open Monday though Friday
for walk-in immunizations.

The acting secretary of Health,
Joseph K. P. Villagomez is
pleased onthe. Saturday Immuni-
zation Clinic’s. accomplishments
and supports to continue this
Clinic by ensuring that every
working ornonworking parenthas
the opportunity to bring their chil-

dren for free vaccinations.

‘He is also pleased that the pri-
vate medical clinics in Saipan can
now vaccinate children for free or
at low cost.

Headstart registration will take
place in a few weeks. Every child
whoisentering scbool for the first
time must get a physical exami-
nation including vision and hear-
ing tests, hemato,crit and dental
checks and updating of their vac-
cinations.

To avoid last minute delays,
please call the Division of Public
Health for an appointmentat234-
8950, ext. 2130; or for more in-
formation on immunizations,
please call 234-8950, ext. 2144/
2004

For further information on
Headstart registration require-
ments, please contact the
Headstart Office located at the
Nauru Building, 2nd floor.
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Drive vs abusers intensified

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE DEPARTMENT of Labor
and Immigration yesterday sued
another employer as part of its
ongoing campaign against the ex-
ploitation of alien workers in the
CNML.

DOLI named Imelda Etpison
as defendant for alleged unlawful
refusal to pay wages in connec-
tion with her employment of sev-
eral guest workers.

““As part of the
Commonwealth’s intensified
campaign against abuse of non-

resident workers, the lawsuit seeks
to compel defendant to comply
with her legal obligations,” said
DOLI’s counsel, Assistant Atty.
Gen. Robert Goldberg.

Goldberg in the complaint said
DOLI brought the action to en-
force Commonwealth Law and to
collect unpaid wages, liquidated
damages and civil penalties.

The lawyer said that in Jan.
1997, Labor Hearing Officer
Herbert D. Soll issued an admin-
istrative order requiring Etpison
to pay $1,135 in unpaid wages
and liquidated damages and to

provide a return airline ticket for
a guest worker.

Sollstated in the order that “any
person or party aggrieved by this
order may appeal, in writing, to
DOLI secretary within 15 days of
the date of this order.”

Goldberg said Etpison did not
appeal the order, which is now
final and non-appealable.

“Pursuant to the order, defen-
dant is legally obligated to make
full payment to DOLI for the ben-
efit of the nonresident workers
referenced in the Labor order,”
Goldberg explained.

Inwillful violation of the order,
the Nonresident Workers Act and
other applicable Commonwealth
law, defendant has not made any
payment, he said.

Goldberg said Etpison is liable
for civil penalties of $500 per day
for violating the order and the
Act,.

“Defendant’s misconductraises
concemns regarding defendant’s
past, present and future perfor-
mance as an employer of nonresi-
dent workers in the Common-
wealth,” the lawyer said.

Goldberg said Labor is entitled

to a detailed accounting of
Etpison’s finances in connection
with her employment of nonresi-
dent workers.

DOLI has asked the Superior
Court to order Etpison to pay
$1,135 in damages in connection
with herliability for statutory civil
penalties and additional liquidated
damages.

DOLI sought for court judg-
ment declaring that Etpison vio-
lated the Labor order and Act.

Goldberg requested the courtto
permanently bar defendant from
employing any alien workers.

According to Teno

-By-Zaldy Dandan
Variety News Staff

good.”

year..

said,

i dous difficulties.”
““very diffi cul.”

ﬁdown on its investments abroad.

: and may not pick up until April. -

‘last year, Min said. -

Financial audit
almost complete

GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio yesterday said the financial audit of
the government is almost complete, adding that it “still doesn’t look

:-At the same time, the governor said the fiscal year 1999 budget
proposal-his staff is currently preparing will be lower than the
‘previous administration’s $253 million budget outlay for this fiscal

He reiterated that revenues have been ‘tremendously reduced” due
to the slump in tourism arrival caused by the Asian currency crisis.
“We will have to. contmue with the austenty measures,” Tenorio

Butinhis speech yesterday before Saipan’s South Korean associa-
“tion, the governor said he is confident that, “by working together,”
the CNMlI and its business sector w111 overcome the current “‘tremen-

- Meanwhile, the new president of the island’s South Korean
assocxanon Min Hi Won admitted that the business situation is now

~Included among the world’s top 12. largest economies, South
Korea has been hard hitby the currency crisis, and is expected to cut

- After. the Japanese, moreover, South Koreans are the second
largest group of tourists who visit the Northern Marianas.
- But Min yesterday said arrivals from South Korea are now down,

_ In‘addition, more than 50 percent of the South Korean business on
'- Satpan have already closed down since the crisis hu SouthKorealate

_He added, however, that the South Korean government has not
placed any travel and investment restrictions on its citizens.

There will be no change in this policy even under the administra-
tion of President-glect Kim Dae Jung, Min said. :
Kim’s inauguration is set in late February.

Speaker: Teno will decide on

Tourist found guilty of ‘Ice’ possession

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Slaff
THE SUPERIOR Courtconvicted
yesterday a Japanese tourist re-
cently arrested for possession of
crystal methamphetamine at the
Saipan International Airport.

Associate Judge Miguel
Demapan sentenced defendant
Shuntaro Furuse to 30 days’ im-
prisonment.

Following a plea agreement,
Demapan gave Furuse credit for
time being served in jail. The tour-
ist will be detained for only 20
days.

Furuse was detained for 10 days
because he failed to post $5,000
cash bail for his temporary re-
lease.

The govermment, through the
Attorney General’s Office,
charged Furuse with importation
of controlled substance and ille-
gal possession of controlled sub-
stance (“ice™).

The defendant signed a plea
agreement with the government
represented by Assistant Atty.
Gen. Marvin Williams.

Furuse pleaded guilty of illegal
possession of controlled sub-

stance. In return, Williams rec-
ommended the dismissal of the .
remaining charge.

Demapan accepted the pleaand
the terms of the agreement.

Courtrecords showed that Cus-
toms agents confiscated less than
a gram of “ice” from Furuse who
arrived at the airport last Jan. 9
from Tokyo.

Furuse admitted he got the drugs
from a friend during a party at a
Tokyo club. He said he was un-
aware that he brought the drugs
with him so he concealed it inside
his socks.
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CHAMPAGNE SUNDAY BRUNCH

Plumeria Restaurant
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$12.00 for Kids ages 4-11
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ALL-YOU-CAN -EAT CHINESE BUFFET

Kongo Hanten Chinese Restaurant

Daily 11:30 am to 1:30 pm

MVDB’s contract with 1&S

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Stalf
IT IS THE administration, and
not the Legislature, that will de-
cide whether the Marianas Visi-
tors” Bureau’s will continue its
contract with 1&S, according to
House Speaker Diego T.
Benavente (R-Saipan).

“It’s out of the Legislature’s
hands. MVB should (appeal to the
administration),” Benavente said.

MVB held a *1998 1&S Pro-
motional Overview” seminar last
Friday and invited the MVB mem-
bership and government officials
in “‘an effort to create awareness
about the advertising agency's
promotional campaigns.”

However, House Minority
Leader DinoM. Jones (D-Saipan)
and Rep. Karl T. Reyes (R-Saipan)
were the only legislators who

showed up for the event.

“We understand these events have
occurred and that is why we had
minimal presence from the legisla-
ture at the seminar,” MVB Managing
Director Anicia Q. Tomokane said,
when asked toexplain the absence of
the other legislators,

“I did have other priorities that
day, orelse I would have attended
the seminar. Ialso felt, however,
that it was not necessary to be
there as it does not deal with the
Legislature,” Benavente said.

“If MVB has something before
us, like arequest for an appropria-
tion, then we would be there for
them,” he said.

Benavente alsostressed that the
new administration will make sure
that “a lack of communication”
does not happen between the gov-
ernment and MVB.

©=:

Ice Tea Included - Menu changes daily

$7.00

JAPANESE LUNCH SPECIAL |

Yurakuen Japanese Restaurant
Daily Lunch - 3 kinds to choose

from11:30 am - 1:30 pm
(Iced Tea mcluded)

We also buke aellclous cakes for qII occasions.

Take-out orders are accepted

Call us to make reservations for your Wedding,
Christening, Birthday or any kind of Banquet Receptions ;

Tel 234-5900 ext 376 - Fax 234-5909 |
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NMUC greets Year of the Tiger

By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff
THE FIRST day of the Chi-
nese New Year was all laugh-
ter and excitement for the stu-
dents at the Northern Marianas
-College School Lab.

They got a chance to watch
alive “Lion Dance” performed
by the Saipan Chinese Asso-
ciation yesterday.

“It was really exciting for
the children. The students got
an opportunity to experience
a different culture and learn
the Chinese customs in cel-
ebrating the New Year,” said
NMC SCL Principal Lucy
Barnes.

“It was part of our ‘thematic
unit’ in which the students
studied all about China,
cooked Chinese food, and
practiced Chinese traditions
for two weeks,” she said.

“We go through units as part
of our education program to
allow the children as well as
the teachers hands-on experi-
ence. They are interacting
with the subject and they can
learn more from that,” she

The Saipan Chinese Association and NMC School Lab staff and students gathier for agroup photo after SCA
members performed a “Lion Dance” for the students yesterday.

added.

Barnes also noted that the
students baked fortune cook-
ies, practiced writing Chinese

(Chicncse Heews Year)

Dicring Chinese String Festtval Dags

BEER FREE! FREE! FREE

relax establishment get happy time
V.L.P. room one hour $20.00
V.C.R. room all tapes $10.00
Enjoy everything
$1 00.00 per person/open time

Ductuding:
V.I.P, V.C.R. room, FREE DRINKS,
you can do whatever allowed to do.

Get more information call!
.Visa, Golden Master Card Accepted!

PACIFIC KARAOKE BAR

Tel.: 235-3536 - 287-0198

Open 5 pm - 2am
Susupe Beach Rd. Garapan
Traffic

o]l T | Microl Corp.

Florist Toyota
Bldg.W,

Happy 33&:1@
Market BAR

characters and even performed
their own “Lion Dance.”

“It was so cute to see our
kids in their Lion Dance cos-

Photo by Laila C. Younis

"tumes. They made their own

costumes and practiced to-
gether,” said Barnes.
“We choose China for our

thematic unit to coincide with
the celebrations of the Chi-
nese New Year. The parents
were involved 100 percent and
helped pay for the Chinese
Association to perform,” she
said.

According to a representa-
tive from the Chinese Asso-
ciation, the “Lion Dance” rep-
resents the bringing of good
health, fortune and wealth.

“Every year, we offer our
services for anyone who would
like to see the Lion Dance. We
could be invited to perform,”
he said.

According to Barnes, the
NMC School Lab provides
“training experience” for Edu-
cation majors and school has
students from Pre-School to
3rd grade.

“We are hoping to extend to
4th grade pretty soon. This is
a good opportunity for our
NMC students to have the
teaching experience and they
are good teachers,” she said.

The Chinese Lunar calendar

began yesterday as the “Year

of the Tiger.”

DPH intensifies campaign

To bring more kids to vaccination centers

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE PUBLIC health department
is intensifying its immunization
program campaign to encourage
more parents to bring their chil-
dren to vaccination centers.

The Department of Public
Health (DPH) has reported that
its “Saturday Immunization
Clinic” has successfully helped

Standards, as follows:

1-, 2-, 3- and 4-bedroom units

NMHC is a Public Housing Agency which administers Housing Assistance Programs
under the Section 8 Voucher and Certificate Programs. Recipients of the programs are
eligible applicants/families who will be assisted with their monthly rent, subsidized by

the Federal Government.

If you have any available houses or apartment for rent, please contact Mr. William S.
Agulto, Housing Specialist, at telephone numbers 234-9447/7689/7670 during regular
business hours or meet with him at the NMHC Central Office in Garapan.

/ssMARYLOU S. ADA

NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING CORPORATION e |

PUBLIC NOTICE
ALL HOME OWNERS
APARTMENT OWNERS

The Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) is soliciting the immediate
availability of vacant houses or apartments in Saipan which must pass Housing Quallty

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Corporate Director

effortstoincrease vaccinationlev-
els of two-year old and pre-
schooler children.

Records showed the immuni-
zation level in the Northern
Marianas dramatically rose from
70 percent in 1995 to 90 percent
last year.

The Children’s Vaccine Initia-
tive was founded following the
World Summit for Children in
New York in 1990. CV1is a glo-
bal coalition of organizations from
public, non-governmental and
private sectors working together
to maximize protection against
infectious diseases.

In the late 1980’s, close to 80
percent of the world’s children
were being routinely immunized
against the six important
immunizable diseases of child-
hood, which include polio,

diphteria, pertussis, tuberculosis,
tetanus and measles.

Acting Health Secretary Joseph
Villagomez was urging working
and non-working parents to bring
their children for free immuniza-
tion.

Other than the regular walk-in
clinic at the Commonwealth
Health Certer, the Southern
Health Clinic, which is located in-
San Antonio, also operates for
walk-in vaccination everyday.

Villagomezis commending pri-
vate medical institutions on the
island which offer either free or
low-cost vaccination services.

This developed as the DPH
noted that headstart registration
is taking place in a few weeks,
and that every child who is enter-
ing school for the first time must
get a physical examination.

RP workers desire ‘home’

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variely News Staff
THERE IS no place like home
especially for Filipino overseas
workers who could have desired
having their own place all their
life.

This is apparently the reason
why quite a number of Filipino
workers on the island are starting
to avail themselves of member-
ship on a Philippine government
program on housing funds.

The Philippine’s housing fund
program office in the Marianas
has collected around $151,541 in
total membership contribution
from overseas Filipino workers
last year.

In an interview, PAG-IBIG
Fund information officer Lynell
F. Fulgencio said housing loan
payments from January to De-

omn 7.0 neas

cember last year have reached
$39,655.

Fulgencio said at least 17 hous-
ing loan applications submitted
by Filipino migrant workers in
Saipan have been approved as of
December 9, 1997,

Henoted an increase in the num-
ber of migrant workers submit-
ting applications for membership
in the PAG-IBIG Fund Overseas
Program, which was made volun-
tary by the Philippine government.

He said the program has close
to 1,500 membersin Saipan, while
there are also Filipino workers in
Tinian and Rota who have been
paying membership contribu-
tions.

Under the program, migrant
workers can apply for a housing
loan amounting from $5,000 to

Continued on page 19
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ByIWiIIiam H. Stewart

Economic Service Counsel

(Second of a series)
+OTHER issues concerned trade
barriers to the entry of some
CNMI products into the U.S;
. regulation of the banking indus-
try; CNMI participation in in-
ternational negotiations affect-
ing the islands (other than those
involving U. S. foreign and mili-
tary affairs), forexample, CNMI
participation in U. S.- Japan bi-
lateral air discussions when such
talks affect the Commonwealth
and receipt of economic and
technical assistance from for-
eign countries, specifically Ja-
pan.

The Commonwealth govern-
ment has attached great impor-
tance to resolving these out-
standing issues and has ap-
pointed its highest officials to
negotiate with the federal gov-
ernment.

In May 1989, officials of the
Commonwealth appeared be-
fore the United Nations’ Trust-
eeship Council and accused the
United States of asserting * im-
perial territorial claims” overthe
Commonwealthby trying to turn
the islands into a colony.

The members of this group
urged the United Nations tocon-
tinue to maintain control over
Micronesia until the United

States granted full self goven-

ment.

Again, in May 1990 the
CNMTI'’s Trust Termination Task
Force presented their position
before the United Nations thatthe
Commonwealth disagrees with
the United States as to its rights
under international law.

Thus, more than a dozen years
after achieving' Commonwealth
status in affiliation with the United
States there was still some confu-
sion as to the extent of the rela-
tionship and the degree of self
government and autonomy the
CNMI could exercise.

With few exceptions, the quid
proquo of the association was not
reduced in writing beforehand
with the result that the two bu-
reaucracies require an inordinate
amount of time and effort toreach
agreement on many of the re-
maining unresolved issues.

For those not a party to the
negotiations—and from the side-
line—it often appears that the
United States negotiators pretend
that the islands are the equivalent
of a U.S. territory—while the
Commonwealth maintains it is
sovereign territory with few limi-
tations.

By mid 1991, and after ten

- sessions of the “902 consulta-

tions,” the United States negotia-
tor admitted that he had no au-
thority to renegotiate certain is-
sues and that the Commonwealth

'On the Section 902 talks

should either pursue a resolution
of the outstanding issues with the
U. S. Congress or seek a federal
court ruling.

In July 1991 the Common-
wealth government responded to
the U. S. Congress Subcommittee
on Insular and International Af-
fairs  relative to the
Commonwealth’s views on the
following questions:

« ““Is the Covenant to Establish
aCommonwealth of the Northern
MarianaIslands in Political Union
with the United States of America
a treaty?” and

»"If the Covenant is a treaty,
does the territorial clause of the
United States Constitution apply
to the Northern Mariana Islands?”

[The territorial clause is actu-
ally ArticleI'V, Section 3 C-1.2 of
the United States Constitution.

Some in the Commonwealth
believe its application in the Com-
monwealth would, in effect, give
the U.S. Congress the right to act

as the federal government and .

also the equivalent of the local
legislature thus abrogating the
Commonwealth’s right of self
government.

This would conflict with Sec-
tion 103 of the Covenant which
guarantees the Commonwealth
the right of self government over
local and internal affairs. ]

It has been the position of the
Commonwealth government that

the plenary (absolute) powers

» The Covenant to establish
the CNMI has the legal status of
a treaty.

» The United States entered
into the Covenant to satisfy its
obligations under the ~ Trust-
eeship Agreement for the former
Japanese Mandated Islands.

« The Northern Marianas was
not under the sovereignty of the
United States when the Cov-
enant was approved.

» The government of the
United States entered into the
Covenant pursuant to its consti-
tutional power to conduct for-
eign affairs.

» The language of the Cov-
enant is language of agreement,
not the language of legislation.

» The Covenant was negoti-
ated and approved as an agree-
ment not as a public law.

» The federal government
has recognized that the Cov-
enant has the legal status of
a treaty.

« The Covenant does notmake

of the territorial clause of the
United States Constitution ap-
plicable tothe Northern Mariana
Islands.

+ The United States did not
grant the people of the Northern
Mariana Islands their right of
self-government by approving
the Covenant.

To be continued

Teno optimistic despite

By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff

GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
appealed for “great courage and
strength” among administration
officials in his speech yesterday
during the Chinese “Year of the
Tiger” ceremony hosted by the
Saipan Korean Association.

“This year’s lunarnew year falls
under the sign of the tiger, which
is known for its courage and
strength. It is also my under-
standing that people born in the

yearof the tiger are strong-minded
and fearless,” said Tenorio in his
address.

“Itis interesting that thls year’s

sign of the tiger comes at a time

when we, our Korean community
of Saipan and even my adminis-
tration, face tremendous chal-
lenges,” he said.

“But I am confident that like
the tiger, we can and will succeed
if we work hard, work fearlessly
with great courage and strength.
Let us not give up. Let us work

tough challenges ahead

traditions may be different, they
represent a very special and very
Tenorio stressed that it is  beautiful cultural rainbow that
“important to recognize, pré-  God gave us for everyone to en-
serve and be proud of all cul-  joy,” he said.
tures.” : Saipan Korean Association
“This is a time when we pay  newly-elected president Min
special respect to your Korean  Hi Won was also inaugurated
heritage which plays an increas-  in yesterday’s ceremony.
ingly important part of our . The Korean Association
Commonwealth’s socialandeco-  hosted a luncheon afterwards,
nomic development,” Tenorio  with visitors buying coupons
said. to sample an array of Korean
“While all of our cultures.and traditional food.

together and build a better tomor-
row,” he added.
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CFCC'to address

domestic violence

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THECOMMONWEALTH Fam-
ily Court Council is seeking ways
to address domestic violence and
juvenile delinquency problems in
the CNML

Family Court Chief Associate

" Judge Virginia S. Onerheim and

courtcouncil chair Daniel Nielsen
yesterday disclosed that CFCC
will conduct symposiums to dis-
cuss current issues that deal with
families.

Onerheim said the target audi-
ence for the symposium, which is
set on Feb. 3 and 4 at Diamond
Hotel, are the Commonwealth’s
elected leaders, executive depart-.
ment heads, government board
members and leaders from the
private sector.

Onerheim said among the ob-
jectives of the two-day sympo-
sium is to educate the lawmakers
on the effects of current policies
on family life in the Common-
wealth.

“This symposium is really in-
tended to inform our leaders of
our issues and hopefully come to |
some kind of a consensus as to
how are we going to help as a
community families inneed,” she
said.

Alsotobediscussed, the judge
said, are the different types of
cases and issues that have
reached the court, the resources
available to respond to families
in need, and the application of
existing laws in the Family
Court.

Nielsen said at the end of the
conference “we will be identi-
fying groups that will help re-
vise the legislation.”

“It is the Commonwealth
Family Court Council’s hope to.
generate interest in the devel-
opment of a blue print of action
for the family court, social and
mental service providers and
families seeking assistance from
the court,” the council’s press

statement said.
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NMHC, MPLT sign loan agreement

THE NORTHERN Marianas
Housing Corporation and the
Marianas Public Land Trust, en-
tered into a historic loan agree-
ment yesterday whereby MPLT
will loan $5,000,000 to NMHC to
use inits program of making loans
available 1o families of low to
moderate income for the construc-
tion, purchase, renovation, or re-
financing of family homes, a
media release said.

NMHC was represented at the
loan signing by its chairman Juan
S. Tenorio and its corporate di-

$5M now available for low-cost housing loans

rector MaryLou S. Ada.

MPLT was represented by its
chairman, Juan S. Torres, and its
executive director, Bruce
McMillan.

While the loan between NMHC
and MPLT had been in the works
for nearly a year, the execution of
the loan was delayed due to un-
certainties as the discretion avail-
able to MPLT'’s trustees to enter
into investments at a rate of inter-
est that while reasonable, would

be low enough that NMHC could
use the loan proceeds to extend
loans to low income families.

The question as to the level of
MPLT’s discretion was resolved
by the CNMI Supréme Court,
when it upheld tje constitution-
ally of Public Law 10-29, which
authorized NMHC and MPLT to
enter into a {oan agreement,

In preparation of the loan ex-
ecution, NMHC and MPLT have
spentasubstantial amountof time

in designing and adopting a loan
program. NMHCC has exten-
sively advertised the availability
of loans under this program.

The majority of these applica-
tions are homesteaders, who are
usually unable to obtain financ-
ing for their homes.

Initially, MPLT will loan
NMHC $1,500,000.

This amount will be increased,
afte NMHC and MPLT obtain the
Legislatures approvaal of the loan

agreement.

Legislative approval is neces-
sary, in order for MPLT to ensure
that its investment is fully pro-
tected, thereby allowing it to loan
money to NMHC at a rate of in-
terest that will allow homestead-
ers and low income families to
build a home.

NMHC encourages any
families interested in this pro-
gram, or any individual seek-
ing financing to build a home,
to visit their offices in Saipan,
Rota and Tinian.

Pitu goes to Washington

SAIPAN Mayor Jose C.
Sablan left for Washington,
D.C. yesterdaay to attend the
U.S. Conference of Mayors a
media release said.

The objective of the mayor’s
participation to find solutions
to the pressing problems.

His media release said the
mayor anticipates that his in-
volvement in this conference
will bring about solutions to
the Commonwealth’s commu-

nity problems.

The conference agenda
brownfields redevelopment,
race relations, addiction and
drug control, infrastructure, trans-
portation, publiceducation, youth
violence and national service.

On the final day of the confer-
ence, the mayors will have an
opportunity to meet with Presi-
dent Clinton.

Sablan is expected to return on
Feb. 4.

Consumer council meeting

THE CNMI Consumer Council, an advocacy group for individu-
als with disabilities, will meet on Feb. 3 at 3 p.m. at the Abilities
Center, Northern Marianas College, Building FS-1.

The agenda will include the upcoming Consumer Leadership
Training and Assistive Technology Conference on Guam, and
further establishing this council as a fully organized Consumer

Group.

For more information, call Jami Sefiaane at 235-3253 or Dr.

Celia Lamkin at 322-3014/5.

Say ‘No’ to Drugs
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A Lion's Touch. NMC School Lab students wait to put “good luck” envelopes in the Lion’s mouth during

a performance by the Saipan Chinese Association yesterday.

NORTHERN MARIANAS
HOUSING CORPORATION

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

'PUBLIC NOTICE

The Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC) Board of Directors, through its
Chairman, Mr. Juan S. Tenorio, and in conjunction with the Department of Veterans
Affairs, is pleased to advise CNMI-descent veterans that the Native American Direct
Loan Program has been extended for another four years by President Clinton.

The interest rate for the program also dropped to 7 1/4%. Eligible veterans may
obtain a loan to construct, purchase or improve a primary residential dwelling

up to a maximum of $120,000.00 for a term of 30 years.

This is the only veteran residential loan program available in the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands. Several CNMI-descent veterans on Saipan and Rota
have constructed their family residences with proceeds from this loan program.
CNMI-descent veterans, who have yet to take advantage of this program, are
encouraged to apply. CNMI-descent veteran who wish to apply are required to
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th'iopia

seeks refugee status

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — A

' 22-year-old woman who claims

she was raped by Ethiopian sol-
diers won the right Wednesday to
argue before the High Court that
she sheuld be granted refugee sta-
tus in Australia.
~ Justice William Gummow or-
dered that Seniet Abebe’s appeal
to overturn a refugee tribunal’s
rejectionof her application should
be heard by a full bench of the
court,

" Abebe, who won an 1 1th-hour

‘reprieve from deportation when

she took her case before Justice
Michael Kirby of the High Court

Samoans can’t
have land in

Amer. Samoa

PAGO PAGO (Pacnews)—Sa-
moans will no longer be allowed
to own land in American Samoa
under a bill which has been ap-
proved by both the territory’s Sen-
ate and House of Representatives.

The bill introduced by Senator

‘Tuiafono Matautia allows only

full blooded Samoans from
American Samoa’s main islands
of Tutuila, Aunuu, Manua and
Swains Island to own land.

Tuiafono admitted that his bill
is designed toprevent people from
Samoa owring land in American
Samoa.

Atpresent, the law requiresland
owners to have no less than 50
percent Samoan blood but does
not specify that they have to be
American Samoans.

Many Samoans have come to
own communal and individually
owned land under this definition.

Qil flows from

Moran, PNG -

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews)—Papua New
Guinea’s petroleum and en-
ergy minister, Masket
Iangalio, turned on a gold tap
to release oil from deep un-
derground at Moran, near Lake
Kutubu in the Southern High-
lands Province.

The action Monday marked
yet another “first” by PNG’s
petroleum industry, The Na-
tional reported.

At the start of this year, in
PNG’s short history as a pe-
troleum producer, the Moran
discovery has begun the
nation’s first Extended Well
Test (EWT).

on Dec. 24, was refused refugee
status by the Immigration Depart-
ment after arriving from South
Africa in March last year.

The Refugee Review Tribunal
confirmed the department’s deci-
sion in September, saying it did
not accept what Abcbe said about
the reasons she came to Australia
via Kenya and South Africa after
fleeing Ethiopia.

The tribunal said Abebe had
given three different versions of
her story, and it did not believe
she had a well-founded fear of
persecution if she was returned to
Ethiopia.

Her lawyer, Joseph Gersten,
said the tribunal failed to give
enough weight to heruncontested
evidence about being raped re-
peatedly by soldiers after being
arrested by the Ethiopian govern-
ment.

No date has been set for the
hearing, but Gummow indicated
it could be several months away.

E! Nino effects

More Pacific cyclones forecast

By ROBERT KEITH-REID
SUVA, Fiji (AP) - More fre-
quent El Nino weather pat-
terns mean some Pacific is-
land countries may be hit by
destructive cyclones more
often, the South Pacific Re-
gional Environment Program
predicted Wednesday.

Tahiti» and Tuvalu face
“greatly increased” risk, Sa-
moa, the southern Cook Is-
lands and southern Tongan
islands “increased” risk.

There will be no change
for Fiji, less risk for Vanuatu
and a future “unlikely” risk
of cyclones for the Solomon
Islands, the regional agency
said in a statement.

SouthPacific Regional En-
vironment Program official
Gerald Miles said new sci-
entific evidence “strongly”
suggested that a recent spate
of cyclones in the South Pa-
cific may become a more
regular event.

Three cyclone's, some with

winds reaching 300 kph (180
mph) occurred simultaneously
in January, lashing Samoa,
Tonga, Wallis and Futuna,
Fiji, Vanuatu and the Solomon
Islands:

Miles said past El Nino
events made some areas of the
South Pacific more cyclone
prone and others less so. But
monitoring showed that since
the 1970s El Nino events had
become more frequent.

El Nino is a large pool of
unusually warm water that
appears roughly every three
to four years in the central and
castern Pacific Ocean along
the equator.

The South Pacific Regional
Environment Program, an
Apia, Samoa-based agency
supported by more than 20
Pacific island governments,
based its views on new re-
search by New Zealand’s Na-
tional Institute of Water and
Atmospheric Research and the
U.S. National Center for At-

mospheric Research.

New Zealand scientists
Reid Basher and Xiaogu
Zheng said 20 years of past
data showed that during
strong E! Nino events the
Polynesian countries of
Tuvalu, Samoa, Tonga, the .
Cook Isiands and French
Polynesia, including Tahiti,
were 28 percent more likely
to be struck by destructive
cyclones.

In a “quiet” season as
little as five cyclones might
occur in the whole South
Pacific.

In the last big El Nino of
1982-83, a record 16 oc-
curred, many in the Cook
Islands and Tahiti region
where previously cyclones
were rare.

The South Pacific cyclone
seasons typically lasts from
November to April, with cy-
clones more frequent around
Vanuatu, New Caledonia,
Fiji and Tonga.
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Japanese finance minister resigns

TOKYO (AP) — Japanese
Prime . Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto on Wednesday for-
mally accepted the resignation
of - Finance Minister Hiroshi
Mitsuzuka, Kyodo News
agency reported.

Mitsuzuka had come under
intense pressure to resign af-
ter prosecutors raided his min-
istry on Monday and opposi-
tion lawmakers vowed to
block critical national budget
legislation until he quit.

Mitsuzuka had announced
Tuesday that he would quit to
take responsibility for the
scandal, which centers on al-
legations that Finance Minis-
try officials accepted lavish
dinners and other entertain-
ment from banks in return for
tipping them off about the
ministry’s “surprise” inspec-
tions.

Mitsuzuka has not been di-

rectly implicated in the scan-
dal, but Japanese officials of-
ten resign to take responsibil-
ity for the mistakes of those
below them.

The accusations came amid
mounting criticism of the min-
istry: that lax government
oversight shares the blame for
the decay of Japan's debt-
saddled financial institutions.

The scandal is a blow to
Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto’s government, but
the departure of Mitsuzuka
cleared the way for Parliament
to pass budget legislation, in-
cluding a2 trillion yen ($ 15.9
billion) tax cut, and measures
to strengthen the financial sys-
tem.

The resignation of a staunch
defender of Hashimoto’s tight
fiscal policy could also open
the door for more stimulative
spending to spurJapan’s slug-

FinanceMinister HiroshiMitsuzuka
faces a news conference in Tokyo
Tuesdaynlghtfollowmg thearrests
of two senior ministry officials on

bribery charges. Mitsuzuka an-
nounced his resignation to report-
ers. Those arrested were alleg-
edly entertained la vishly by banks
in return for tip-offs about the

ministry’s “surprise”inspections. ap
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US negotiates
fighter purchase
with Thailand

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP)- A
team from the U.S. Department
of Defense arrived in Thailand on
Tuesday to discuss eight Ameri-
can-made fighter plancs Thailand
contracted to buy butcanno longer
afford.

The 10-member teani led by
Lt. Gen. Michael Davison Jr., di-
rector of the Defense Security
Assistance Agency, is scheduled
to begin meetings with Thai offi-
cialson Wednesday and willleave
towards the end of the week, a
U.S. embassy spokesman said.

Theirdiscussions will coverthe
financing of Thai weapons pur-
chases from the United States,
including eight F/A-18 fighters.

The Thai air force already has
paid the  manufacturer,
McDonnell Douglas, at least $72
million of the $ 392 million pur-

chase price for the jets, scheduled

for delivery in 1999. The contract

gish economy.

Koiichi Miyagawa, 52, and
Toshimi Taniuchi, 48, the
ministry officials, were ar-
rested for allegedly telling
banks in advance when the
ministry would conduct sur-
prise inspections in exchange
for $ 40,000 in wining and
dining over four years.

The arrests followed a simi-
lar move last week, when a

reaucrat working for Japan's
national highway corporation
was arrested on charges of
accepting entertainment in re-
turn for favors.

No bank officials have yet
been charged in the latest case
but prosecutors searched the
offices of Dai-Ichi Kangyo
Bank, Sanwa Bank, Asahi
Bank and Hokkaido
Takushoku Bank on Tuesday

@
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former Finance Ministry bu-  afternoon.

Sharks klll 2 in northern RP‘

MANILA Phlhppmes (AP) - At least two ﬁshermen were Killed by
sharks and 23 others were missing after their boat capsized and sank
inrough seas in the nothem Phlhppmes overthe weekend the navy.

said Tuesday. .
Four fishermen survxved after the fishing| boat PeterI was battered -

by big waves and overturned by strong winds late Saturday in the
Sotith China Sea off Badoc town in Ilocos Norte provmce, szud navy
spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Salvador Cuba. '

Those who died bled to death after they were attacked by sharks, :
Cuba said.

Cuba said authorities only learned of the mcxdent on. Monday
when other fishermen rescued the four survivors. He said the victims-
were unable to radio for help because their boat capsrzed and did not‘:.

- sink slowly. . -

Frshmg boats and other vessels in the area about 605 krlometers
(380 miles) north of Manila, were contacted by the coast guard '
‘alerting them on the missing fishermen. :

On Tuesday, a naval airplane and a helicopter scoured the sea off
Tiocos Norte but there was no immediate report of more survivors,

Al condemns temple attack

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — The human rights group Amnesty
International on Tuesday condemned the weekend attack by suicide
bombers, believed to be Tamil Tiger rebels, on Sri Lanka’s holiest
Buddhist shrine that left 16 dead.

“The deliberate killings of civilians by armed opposition groups are
human rights abuses which cannot be tolerated under any circum-
stances,” the London-based group said in a statement made available in
Colombo.

In Kandy, the scene of Sunday’s bombing east of Colombo, police
recovered one more body Tuesday, raising to 16 the death toll from the
truck-bomb attack.

The temple is a shrine for what the faithful believe is a tooth of
Buddha.

“Armed forces of all sides to a conflict must at all times distinguish
between civilians and military targets and must not target civilians,”
Amnesty said.

Ill-fated SilkAir plane had
fasteners, records indicate

By GEORGE TIBBITS
SEATTLE (AP) — Airline
records indicate that all the fas-
teners on the horizental stabilizer
of the SilkAir 737 that crashed on
the island of Sumatra in Decem-
ber were in place nine days before

the accident, Boeing Co. said

Tuesday.
An examination of the wreck-

Independence
Day festivities
moved from

bombed town

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP)
— The Sri Lankan government
has decided to move the indepen-
dence anniversary celebrations
out from Kandy where suicide
bombers raided the main cer-
emony site killing 16 people, a
government spokeswoman said
Wednesday.

“Now the celebrations will be
held in Colombo,” said Kusum
Rodrigo, a spokeswomen for the
Government’s Information De-
partment.

Prince Charles of Britain is
scheduled to take part in the cel-
ebrations next week. Sri Lanka,
thenknown as Ceylon, was a Brit-
ish colony until 1948.

“We are working out details of
celebrations in Colombo,” Mrs.
Rodrigo said, but declined to say
if Prince Charles was coming.

$24.5-M loan
for child-care
project in RP

MANILA, Philippines (AP) —
The Asian Development Bank an-
nounced Wednesday it will pro-
vide $ 24.5 million in loans for a
project helping disadvantaged
children in the Philippines.

The funds, disbursed in two loans,

" age also found that a bolt thought
to be missing from a hinge on the
stabilizer had been installed, the
manufacturer said in a letter to
airline customers.

Harry Armoid, executive vice
president for airplane definition
and design at Boeing Commer-
cial Airplane Group, and Nancy
Bethel, executive vice president
for customers, say in the letter
that they want to counter “errone-
ous reports” in the media of pos-
sible problems in Boeing 737 hori-
zontal stabilizers, the small wing
at the rear of an aircraft that bal-
ances and helps steer the plane.

“At this time there are no indi-
cations that missing fasteners or
bolts caused or contributed to the
tragic crash of a 737 near
Palembang, Indonesia, last Dec.
19,” their letter reads.

All 104 people aboard the
Singaporean jetliner were killed
when the plane plunged into a
jungleriver while on aflight from
Jakarta to Singapore. The cause
of the crash has not been deter-

mined.

The U.S. Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration sought inspections of
211 late-model 737s after a pre-
liminary investigation revealed
the plane lacked 26 fasteners on
the stabilizer’s leading edge, and
may have been missing a boltina
hinge on the stabilizer’s elevator.

The elevator is a flap on the
trailing edge of the stabilizer that
helps control the aircraft.

They wrote that the airplane
was inspected nine days, or 67
flight hours, before the crash.

“At that time, it was noted —
and documented — that all of the
fasteners were in place.”

A check of all 737s in produc-
tion or on the field at the assembly
plantin Renton, Washington, and
Boeing’s flight center in Seattle
found no missing or loose fasten-
ers or bolts, they said.

The FAA also has completed
an audit of Boeing’s manufacture
andinstallation of 737 stabilizers,
butresults have not yet been made
public.

first electmn shot

By ALAN THORNHILL
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — Prime Minister John Howard
fired the first shot in his still undeclared election campaign Wednes-
day when he announced a tough new plan to tackle Australia’s high
youth unemployment.

Howard’s U.S. $ 257 million (383 million Australian dollars) four-
year plan involves expansion of his government’s work-for-welfare
program, compulsory community work for young unemployed people

‘and sending others back to school to improve their reading, writing

and mathematical skills.

Howard says his plan is based on what British Labor Party Prime
MinisterTonyBlair calls “mutual obligation,” which requires people
on welfare to give something back to the community.

““From July 1 this year, unemployed young people aged 18 to 24 will be
requedtoparucxpatemanacuvrtymaddmouto jobsearch, afterhavingbeen
onunemployment benefits for six months,” Howard said.

.. He said that would include part-time work, compulsory commu-

"mty work, educatxon programs and shlftmg to places where job

prospects are better.

‘Youth unemployment — at 28 percent — is a sensitive pohtxcal
issue in Australia. The country’s general unemployment rate is 8.1
percent.

But the Labor opposition was not impressed with Howard’s plan.

Its employment spokesman, Martin Ferguson, said Howard might
be moving slowly back toward the kind of programs Labor pursued

-until it lost office in 1993.

But Ferguson said Howard is also sharply cutting funds for both
government and private agencies that had been helping young
‘unemployed people find work.
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the heeds of Thailand.”

Options under consideration
include deferring payments and
extending the payment period
from five years to eight years.

A Sri Lankan police officer trying to control traffic while nearly 2,000
Buddhist monks marched through Colombo on Monday, criticizing the
government for its failure to protect the island nation’s holiest shrine
that vl/as damaged by a Tamil Tiger rebel attack a day earlier killing 15
people. ap
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Clinton presses Iraq to disclose weapons

By BARRY SCHWEID
WASHINGTON (AP)—_Presi-
dent Bill Clinton intensified U.S.
pressure on Iraq to open its sus-
pect weaponssites Tuesday, wam-
ing Saddam Hussein not to “defy
the will of the world” and direct-
ing Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright to sweep through Eu-
rope and the Gulf in a drive for
support.

Defense Secretary William
Cohen was weighing a parallel
trip to the Gulf region, seeking
backing for a military response in
acalculated campaign to put pres-
sure on Iragi President Saddam
Hussein.

Clinton talked to British Prime
Minister Tony Blair on the tele-
phone, the twoclosely allied lead-
ers agreeing that the situation was
serious.

In the prepared text of his State
of the Union address, Clinton in-
dicted Saddam personally for try-

ing to stop United Nations weap-
ons inspectors from completing
their mission torid Iraqof nuclear,
chemical an biological weapons
capability.

“You cannot defy the will of
the world. You have used weap-
ons of mass destruction before.

We are determined to deny you

the capacity to use them again,”
Clinton said, pointedly declaring
that he was speaking foreveryone
in the chamber.

His address to the nation was
attended by member of Congress
and his Cabinet.

Albrightis due to depart Thurs-
day to confer with the French,
British and Russian foreign min-
isters and then go to the Gulf for
tatks with leaders of Arab coun-
tries that are within Iraq’s range.

In a double-barreled, six-day
mission, she also plans to meet
with Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and in Palestin-

ian-controlled territory with
Yasser Arafat on sputtering peace-
making.

Cohen could leave as early as
next week “to consult with our
friends and allies in the Gulf about
possible military action” against
Iraq, said Pentagon spokesman
Kenneth Bacon.

“The train is leaving the station
here,” Bacon said, adding: “If di-
plomacy fails here, we will have
to look at different options.”

Albright vowed last summer,
on her first trip to the Middle East,
that she would not return simply
to “tread water.” But after
Netanyahu and Arafat held back-
to-back talks here last week with
Clinton, her spokesman, James P.
Rubin, said the two leaders had
agreed on a strategy proposed by
the president.

It calls for phased Israeli pull-
backs from West Bank territory
linked to actions by the Palestin-

ians to enhance Israel’s security
against terrorism.

“There is a conceptual accep-
tance of this parallel approach ...
as a way to put this peace process
back on track,” Rubin said.

The hard decisions — how
much land Israel would give up
and what security steps the Pales-
tinians would take — have not
been made, he said.

In pressuring Iraq, the adminis-
tration already is assured of Brit-

- ishsupport so her meeting in Lon-

don with Foreign Secretary Robin
Cook is likely to focus on coordi-
nation rather than arguing the
merits of a joint attack.

But in her conversations with
French Foreign Minister Hubert
Vedrine in Paris and Russian For-
eign Minister Yevgeny Primkaov
in Madrid, Albright’staskistotry
to convince their two governments
that diplomacy is at a dead end.

In clear disagreement, top Rus-

Crew members aboard the a/rcraft carrier USS Gearge Wash/ngton scrub down the carr/er’s hanger bay, in the Persian Gulf onay PreSIdet

Clinton intensified U.S. pressure on Iraq to open its suspect weapons sites

through Europe and the Persian Gulf in a drive for support. ap

Tuesday and directed Secretary of State Madeleine Albright to sweep

Pentagon pinpoints more Iraqi targets

By SUSANNE M. SCHAFER
WASHINGTON (AP) —In the
event of a military strike against
Iraq, U.S. forces would target not
only suspected chemical weap-
ons sites but also numerous mili-
tary units that help keep Saddam
Hussein in power, the Pentagon’s
chief spokesman said.

And should the Iragi leader decide
to hit back with his suspected arsenal
of chemical and biological weapons,
America’s response would be “deci-
sive and devastating,” spokesman

Kenneth Bacon said Tuesday.
Asked whetherthat mightinclude
the use of nuclear weapons, Ba-
con replied: “I don’t think we’ve
ruled anything in or out in this
regard.” He stressed that Presi-
dentBill Clinton had not yet made
a decision on military action.

The candid words came as Ba-
condisclosed that Defense Secre-

tary William Cohen had tenta-
tively decided totravel to the Guif
region to discuss a potential mili-
tary hit, joining a series of allied
consultations led by Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright.

Cohen could leave as early as next
week,Baconadded. - “Ifdiplomacy
fails here, we will have to look at
different options,” he said, saying
Cohen'’s talks would be “to consult
with our friends and allies in the Gulf
about possible military action.”

As for what that might entail,
Bacon said U.S. military planners
have been looking for some time
at sites “of importance to
Saddam.”

Those would include his pre-
mier military units, including
those that provide security for his
regime and those that gather in-
telligence and send outcommands
to forces in the field, Bacon said.

He spoke primarily of an air
campaign. “I would not encour-
age anybody to think in terms of
use of ground troops here.”

Bacon emphasized that
Washington's goal is to encour-
age Iraq to cooperate with U.N.
inspectors trying to determine
whether the country harbors weap-
ons of mass destruction and has
the capability to produce them.

But years of such effort by the
United Nationshave proven fruitless,
“and that leaves us little choice 0
achieve our goals than to look at
military action,” Bacon said.

He noted that there are other
waystodeal withIraq’s suspected
arsenal: “One is to go after the
stockpiles themselves. Another is
to go after the way they’re deliv-
ered. A third is to go after the
production facilities and the fa-
cilities that are associated with

production.

Asked whether U.S. forces have
improved their capabilities to do
so, Bacon said that since the Gulf
War, the Pentagon has worked to
improve the precision and variety
of its weaponry.

Bacon also noted that the Pen-
tagon has been looking at im-
proving its capability to defend
its 24,400 troops in the region by
stepping up defenses against
chemical and biological attack.

Republican Rep. Porter Goss,
chairman of the House Intelli-
gence Committee, rejected any
suggestionthat Clinton would not
act on Iraq because of his alleged
affair with a White House intern.

“The message to Saddam is,

'you can read whatever you want

into American media and news-
papers _thatis not whatisdriving
this issue,” Goss said.

sian officials insisted the crisis be
settled without resorting to force.

Primakov negotiated a respite
last November on a mission to
Baghdad and inspections were
resumed. But Iraq subsequently
barred American inspectors and
sought to keep presidential pal-
aces off-limits to the United Na-
tions.

Pentagon
violated rules
says FDA

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Food and Drug Administration
says the Pentagon violated fed-
eral rules in giving an encephah-
tis vaccine to U.S. soldiers in
Bosnia in 1996.

The FDA, already probing prob-
lems stemming from experimen-
tal drugs given to Gulf War sol-
diers, ordered the Pentagon last
month to submit detailed proce-
durestoensure it will follow FDA
safety rules.

The Pentagon missed the Jan.
12 deadline but has promised a

response soon, the FDA said Mon- -

day.

“We want it resolved correctly
and appropriately, because none
of us knows when there will be
the need to have another deploy-
ment” in which soldiers need ex-
perimental drugs, said FDA se-
nior policy analyst Bonnie Lee.

The Pentagon is working “to
improve compliance during such
circumstances in the future,” said
Defense spokesman Lt. Col. Tom
Begines.

But he stressed that the viola
tions were minor and that the en-
cephalitis vaccine has been given
safely to millions of Europeans as
well as to the U.S. soldiers.

Offlcer kllled

in Oregon
shootout

By LAUREN DODGE
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) —
One officer was killed and two
were wounded as they forced their
way through the door of a home
that neighbors say was stocked
with high-powered weapons.

Police with black body armor
and shields surrounded the house
and wounded the lone suspect.

He was taken out three hours
later and hospitalized with gun-
shot wounds tothe chest and stom-
ach. ,

The suspect, who was not iden-
tified, was stripped by officers
and driven away naked and bleed-
ing on the tailgate of an armored
van.

The three officers were involved
in a drug investigation when they
approached the southeast Port-
land home just before rioon, said
police spokesman Cliff Madison.

*They knocked down the door
and they were met by gunfire,” he
said.

One of the officers was dead on
arrival at a local hospital. An-
otherwas incritical condition with

gunshot wounds to the chest and

arm.
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Clinton’s America:

‘Economically strong, socially stable’

By SONYA ROSS
WASHINGTON (AP) — Al-
though his own situation is less
than rosy, President Bill Clinton
will use Tuesday night’s State of
the Union address to paint an op-
timistic picture of America under
his leadership: economically
strong, socially stable and at peace

" with the world.

One thing Clinton will not talk
aboutis the controversy over whether
he tried to get 24-year-old Monica
Lewinsky to lie about an alleged ro-
mantic affair between them.

The president denied the alle-
gations of an affair with the former
White House intern Monday, and
that he tried to cover it up. Aides
hoped the denial would ease the
doubts about Clinton’s leadership.

“I don’t think he pretends that
this opportunity in front of Con-
gress (Tuesday night) ought to be
about him personally,” White
House spokesman Mike McCurry
said. “The state of the presidency
is quite obvious to all of you. We
are facing a lot of difficult ques-
tions, but the state of this union is
strong.”

Clinton, looking weary with

reading glasses propped low on
his nose,  practiced his speech
Monday.

He and speech writer Michael
Waldman reviewed the president’s
suggested revisions on a draft text,
while Buddy, the president’s dog,
lounged on the floor beside an aban-
doned chew toy.

A White House official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
said Clinton would sprinkle in —
without a lot of specifics — men-
tions of his push to reduce green-
house gas emissions, putaspecial
focus on juvenile crime and dis-
cuss ways to stabilize struggling
Asian economies.

The president also intends to
offer “unmistakably clear” lan-
guage on neutralizing Iraq’s abil-
ity to make chemical or biologi-
cal weapons, the official said.

A central part of Clinton’s ad-
dress will be education.

Clinton said Monday he in-
tended to put forth a plan that
would put 100,000 more teachers
in schools; establish smaller
classes in 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades
and devote extra funds for after-
school programs.

Paula Jones case

Clinton lawyers

seek earlier trial

By JAMES JEFFERSON
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas
(AP) — Lawyers for President
Clinton who have repeatedly tried
to delay the sexual harassment
trial sought by Paula Jones have
asked a judge to set an earlier trial
date.

Moving up the trial, which is
scheduled forMay 27, would give

‘lawyers an earlier chance toques-

tion Monica Lewinsky and Linda
Tripp, two women at the center of
the sex allegations against Clinton.

In court papers filed Monday,
the president’s lawyers said that it
isin “the nation’s best interest” to

achieve a “speedy resolution” of

Mrs. Jones’ case.

They did not suggest a new
date.

Jones attorney James Fisher
called the request “a little puz-
zling,” considering the president’s
lawyers fought for two years to

- delay the case.

U.S. District Judge Susan
Webber Wright left the courthouse
Monday without ruling on the re-
quest.

She was under armed guard by
four U.S. marshals because the
judge did not want to be bothered
by reporters.

Mrs. Jones’ lawsuit has long
been an embarrassment to the
White House, but Clinton now
has bigger problems.

Whitewater prosecutor Kenneth
Starr’s investigation into whether
Clinton had an affair with Ms.
Lewinsky and asked her to lie
about it may threaten the presi-
dency itself.

Mrs. Jones’ lawyers are ex-
pected to call Ms. Lewinsky and

Ms. Tripp to the stand during the -

sexual harassment case to bolster
theirclaim that Clinton had ahabit
of making advances toward
women. '

If Mrs. Jones’ trial is moved up,

Clinton could benefit because his

lawyers would have an earlier
chance tochallenge Ms. Lewinsky
and Mrs. Tripp’s stories. If the
president’s lawyers undermine
them, they could be of less value
to Starr’s criminal investigation.

In court papers Monday, the
president’s lawyers argued that
the case has become too much of
adistraction for Clinton torun the
country.

The U.S. Supreme Court last
May said it was proper for Mrs.
Jones' lawsuit to proceed before
Clinton leaves office.

Starr’s office-had no comment
ontherequest. Mrs. Jones’ spokes-
womarn opposed the move.

“T think he’s afraid there is go-
ing to be too many women,” said
the spokeswoman, Susan Carpen-
ter McMillan. “He wants to cutus
off where we're at. He doesn’t
want any more.”

Mrs. Jones claims Clinton ex-
posed himself and propositioned
her in 1991 when Clinton was
governor and she was a state em-
ployee. Ms. Lewinsky was a
White House intern whois said to
have told Mrs. Tripp that she had
a sexual relationship with the
president.

Clinton lawyer Robert Bennett
also complained in court papers
about what he said were inaccu-
rate leaks of information pur-
ported to be from Clinton’s Jan.
17 deposition in the Jones case.

The ‘proposals pick up where
Clinton left off with last year’s
State of the Union speech, when
he proposed a 10-point plan that
included expanding opportunities
for Americans to attend college
and linking all classrooms and
libraries to the Internet.

Regarding Tuesday night’s
speech, Clinton said, “T’ll set out
the next steps in our continuing
road. All these steps will help our
children get the future they de-
serve.”

He was proposing the first bal-
anced budget in 30 years, that the

economy was in a boom and un-
employment was ata24-year low.

He would recommend using
expected budget surpluses as a
down payment on shortages in
the Social Security system when
the baby boom generation begins
retiring, officials said.
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Tax breaks to address global warming

By H. JOSEF HEBERT
WASHINGTON (AP) — Tax
breaks for the next generation of
fuel-efficient cars and for high-
tech energy systems in buildings
are being considered as part of a
nearly $ 6 billion package of in-
centives to address global warm-
ing, administration sources say.

The global warming initiative,
arising from last month’s climate

- agreement in Kyoto, Japan, is ex-
pected to be included in President
Bill Clinton’s State of the Union
address Tuesday night, although
details won’t be announced until
the administration releasesiits fis-
cal 1999 budget next week.

"According to several sources
familiar with the package, the
president is expected to call for §
3.5 billion in tax incentives over
five years to promote energy-sav-

ing technologies — from more
efficient automobiles to residen-
tial solar power panels and high
efficiency heating and cooling
systems in commercial and gov-
ernment buildings.

Mostof the tax incentives would
go to consumers in an effort to get
such technology into the market
place over the next five years,
said one official.

Included in the package would
be a $2,000tax credit for cars that
gettwice the current gas mileage,
or about 45 mpg (72 kmpg) for
most midsize sedans.

“There are no vehicles on the
market now that would qualify,”
acknowledged Howard Geller,
executive director of the Ameri-
can Council for an Energy-Effi-
cient Economy.

But Geller said such an incen-

tive “could result in some real
breakthroughs” in spurring
autonmakers to develop and mar-
ket hybrid electric-fossil fuel ve-

hicles capable of getting 60 to 70

mpg (96 to 112 kmpg).

Inrecent months each of the Big
Three domestic automakersas well
as Toyotaand Mercedes Benzhave
announced stepped-up efforts to
develop such hybrid cars.

General Motors, Ford, Chrysler
and Toyota all have said they an-
ticipate hybrid midsize cars ca-
pable of 60 or more mpg (96 or
more kmpg) in U.S. showrooms
in the next five or six years.

Ford Motor Co. and Germany’s
Daimler-Benz together have in-
vested nearly $ 1 billion along
with Ballard Power Systems of
Canadato jointly produce as many
as 100,000 cars powered by fuel

cells by 2004 with better than
double the current fuel mileage
anticipated.

Alsoaspart of the global-warming
package, the administration will ask
Congress to substantially increase
money — perhaps from $ 400 mil-
lion to $ 500 million a year more —
for energy efficiency, renewable en-
ergy research and other programs
aimed at curbing greenhouse gases,
principally carbon diexide from the
burning of fossil fuels.

TheEnergy Department last year
spent $ 900 million on such pro-
grams and the administration is
expected toask forasmuchas$ 1.2
billion forfiscal 1999, according to
the sources, who spoke on condi-
tion of not being identified further.

Boosts inenergy efficiency pro-
grams at the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, including efforts

to get businesses to install more
efficient lighting, also would get
a budget boost.

Other tax incentives being dis-
cussed as likely to be in the pack-
age include:

» A tax credit, perhaps as much
as 20 percent, for the purchase of
energy-efficient technologies for
commercial buildings.

This would cover the next gen-
eration of heating and cooling
equipment such as heat pumps.

* An investment tax credit for
highly efficientco-generationsys-
tems that would use excess en-
ergy from electricity production
for heating and cooling.

» A tax credit for those who buy
residential solar systems to help
achieve an administration goal of
installing solar panels on a'mil-
lion roofs.

Respectful welcome for Clinton

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
WASHINGTON (AP) - His per-
sonal and political troubles aside,
Republican leaders say President
Bill Clinton can expect a respect-
ful and appropriate welcome when
he delivers the annual State of the
.Union address Tuesday night.

But questions about an alleged
sexual relationship between the
president and a former White
House intern and whether Clinton
told her to lie about it will serve as
a distraction from the legislative
agenda for the hordé of politi-
cians returning to town for the
session of Congress that opens
Tuesday.

Many Republicans have refused
to address the allegations, focus-
ing instead on plans for tax cuts,
balancing the budget and boost-
ing public education and the
nation’s children.

House Republican leaders is-
sued a statement on their agenda
Monday that made no mention of
Clinton’s problems or their pos-
sible effect on the business before
Congress.

“Ithink there is arespect for the
office of the president that goes
beyond personal feelings about
anindividual president,” Sen. Dan

_ Coats, anIndiana Republican, said
Monday.

But, he added: ““There are these
huge questions that are going to
hang over this chamber about this
president’s character and this
president’s integrity. I would
guess that’s going to affect the
response of Republicans and
Democrats.”

Republicans and Democrats
planned to huddle Tuesday in pri-
vate party meetings, where the
allegations against Clinton could
be discussed, before heading to
the House chamber for the speech.

One Republican bucking the
party’s finger-on-the-lips ap-
proach to Clinton’s troubles was
Sen. John Ashcroft of Missouri, a
presidential aspirant who said
Clinton should resign if the alle-
gations are proven true.

“This is anemployee-employer
relationship,” Ashcroft said. “If
the allegations are true, then the
president has disgraced himself,
his office, and should resign.”

Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott of Mississippi agreed that
the situation “diverts us from
keeping our attention on keeping
a balanced budget, tax relief for
working Americans and helping
our children where they’re hav-
ing problems with education and
drugs.”

But Lott, who will deliver the

Republican response to the
president’s address, predicted that
Congress will receive Clinton
appropriately.

“He is the president of the
United States and we don’t know
what the facts are,” Lott said dur-
ing a weekend television inter-
view. “And so for us to not re-
ceive him or receive him in some
way other than cordial wouldn’t
be right either.”

Bob Dole, Clinton’srival in the
1996 presidential race, likewise
said he expected Congress to be-
have “in a proper way.” The
former Senate majority leader also
refused comment on the allega-
tions, saying Monday from Hous-
ton: “We don’t have the facts.”

While Clinton broke a four-day
silence on the subject with an
emphaticdenial of allegations that
he had a sexual relationship with
the former intern, Monica
Lewinsky, Vice President AlGore
rallied a small group of moderate
Democrats on Capitol Hill.

“I think T am speaking for the
vast majority of the Democrat
members of the caucus who be-
lieve the president and are inter-
ested in getting back to the work
of the American people,” said Rep.
Calvin Dooley of California. “1
certainly believe in the president.”

President Clinton is greeted by lawmakers after arriving for his State of the Union address on Capitol Hill on
Tuesday. ap

' WASHINGTON (AP)

President Ronald Reagan..

House comm1ttee votes
to rename nat’l airport

The House Transportatxon Commxttee‘
voted Tuesday to rename Washmgton Natxonal Auport for formerj

The bill, which still must go to the full House and Senate wonv
approval on a 39:28 vote afterunusnal partisan bickering. The Senate
plans to consider the proposal as early as this Thursday.

Naming bills, which honor politicians and others by placmg their
names on federal buildings across the country, generally slide easily
through the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. v

But Democrats ardently opposed renaming Washington National
Airportas Ronald Reagan National Airport, denouncing the removal
of the name Washington and contending that the step was illegal. -

“I do not see why we would namie an airport for the president who'
fired 11,000 air traffic ‘controllers,” 'said Democratic Rep. James
Oberstar, referring to Reagan’s firing of the striking controllers.

Former USDA official
slams ‘Oprah’ show

By MARK BABINECK
AMARILLO, Texas (AP) — A
former U.S. government expert
on mad cow disease testified that
he was “ambushed” on *“The
Oprah Winfrey Show.”

William Hueston said Tuesday
that he agreed to appear on the
1996 program after a producer
said he wanted “‘a voice of reason
to calm the hysteria” about mad
cow disease.

Testifying for a group of Texas
cattlemen in their $ 10.3 million-
plusbeef-defamation case against
Ms. Winfrey, Hueston said the
show instead took an alarming
turn.

Hueston accused Ms. Winfrey
of “riling up” the audience, both
during the show and the commer-
cial breaks, and said he heard
whispers of “You can’t trust the
government.” “I felt I was
being ambushed,” Hueston said.
He also said he sensed *‘a lynch
mob mentality.”

But Charles Babcock, repre-
senting Ms. Winfrey and her pro-
duction company, pointed out that
during the show Hueston appeared
to stand up for the rights of food
safety activist and co-defendant

Howard Lyman when asked by
Ms. Winfrey if Lyman was over-
stating the danger of mad cow
disease.

“I would say Howard is an ex-
ample of what makes America

the great country that it is now,”
Hueston said in a clip edited from
the show.

Hueston said on the stand that
he did not want to pick a fight
with Lyman on the program.

He also admitted that he did not
call producers after the taping to
complain about the tone of the
show, even though it did not run
until five days later.

Hueston testified that his reas-
suring comments about the safety
of American beef were mostly
edited out. Ms. Winfrey has said
that much of what Hueston and a
cattle industry spokesman said
was deleted because it was redun-
dant.

At the time, Hueston worked
forthe Agriculture Department in
Washington. He is now a profes-
sor atthe University of Maryland.

During the show, a food safety
activist said that the feeding of
processed cattle parts back to
cattle in America could spread
the human version of mad cow
disease in the United States. Ms.
Winfrey responded by swearing
off hamburgers.

The cattlemen say the program
caused beef prices to fall to 10-
year lows within aweek. They are
suing Ms. Winfrey under Texas’
food-disparagement law, which

protects agricultural products
from false and defamatory re-
marks.
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Finally

Crucial issue tackled in N. Ireland talks

By SHAWN POGATCHNIK
LONDON<RAP) - Protestant and
Catholic negotiators are finally
confronting the issue considered
most likely to make or break
Northern Ireland’s 19-month-old
peace talks - how closely should
northerr politicians work with the
Irish Republic next door?

The question, being considered
Tuesday, goes to the heart of
whether there should even be a
Northern Ireland, a state with a
dwindling pro-British Protestant
majority that the Irish Republican
Army has strived for 27 years to
destroy.

Catholic politicians, moderates

Report: Iraq hiding
biological weapons

By NICOLE WINFIELD
UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Reports that Iraq had.enough
biological weapons to “blow
away Tel Aviv” raised some
eyebrows here Tuesday, with
some Security Council mem-
bers complaining the press was
given information that diplo-
mats were not.

In a story Tuesday, The New
York Times quoted chief U.N.
weapons inspector Richard But-
ler as having confirmed that his
team had evidence that Iraq had
loaded biological weapons onto
missile warheads that could be
driven around to avoid being hit’
by bombs.

The Times said Butler didn’t
describe the evidence, but said
Iraq had enough biological ma-
terial to “‘blow away Tel Aviv,”
and that some of the missiles
“were very crude, but they
work.”

Butler heads the U.N. com-
mission responsible for mak-
ing sure Iraq has complied
with U.N. orders issued at the
end of the 1991 Gulf War to
eliminate long-range missiles
and weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

That is the main condition
for the council to lift crip-
pling economic sanctions im-
posed in 1990 after President
Saddam Hussein’s forces in-
vaded Kuwait.

On Tuesday, Security Coun-
cil members Russia and France
complained that the informa-
tion attributed to Butler in the
‘Times went beyond whateven
they had been privy to in pri-
vate consultations with him.

“Several delegations ex-
pressed preoccupation about
press articles which were not,

in their opinion, consistent
with information made avail-
able to the Security Council
during its informal consultations
by the Special Commission,”
France’s U.N. ambassador,
Alain Dejammet, told report-
ers.

Russia’s U.N. ambassador,
Sergey Lavrov, alsosaid he was
surprised. Lavrov has in the past
complained about council busi-
ness being conducted by “me-
dia diplomacy.”

Dejammet didn’t specify
Tuesday’s story and didn’t say
which new information the
council members found surpris-
ing. But later in the day, Butler
acknowledged the Times story
had raised some questions.

In a lunchtime speech to The
Conference of Presidents of Ma-
jor American Jewish Organiza-
tions, Butler implied there may
have been some confusion about
what was new and what was old
information.

“In talking to the New York
Times, what I was doing was
reasonably extrapolating from
the information we have,” he
said, referring to reports his pre-
decessor, Rolf Ekeus, had made.

“I was not saying that I can
take you today to a place in Iraq
and say “There’s a missile that
will do that thing,” partly be-
cause if it exists, they won’t let
us go and see it. That’s the
point.”

U.N. inspectors have “suf-
ficient evidence with respect
to the BW capabilities (bio-
logical weapons capabilities)

.. to justify the concern that’s
in the New York Times today,
but we can’t verify that,” he
told the gathering of Jewish
leaders.

Basketbal

] fan dies

from baton beating

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — A
police officer who allegedly
clubbed a young basketball fan
10 days ago and fatally injured
him, has been charged with delib-
erate beating and manslaughter,
prosecutors said Tuesday.
Following a revised autopsy
report released last week, which
confirmed that 13-year-old
Przemek Czaja died from a baton
blow, prosecutors in the northern
city of Elblag revised initial
charges of unintentional homi-

cide against the policeman.

The officer, who is jailed, has
been identified only as Dariusz
w.

He has denied any wrongdo-
ing, but faces up to 15 years in
prison if convicted of the latest
charges.

The Jan. 17 death in the northem
city of Slupsk, triggered three con-
secutive nights of roting there after
the preliminary autopsy report said
Czaja’s fatal injuries were caused
when he bumped into a post.

and IRA supporters alike, are de-
termined to build powerful ties
with the rest of Ireland, which
won independence from Britain
in 1922. Protestant leaders are
just as determined to preserve the
north’s separate status and links
to Britain.

The British and Irish govern-
ments, which co-sponsor the talks,
are charting acompromise course
between those two seemingly
opposite demands.

They want Catholic and Protes-
tant politicians to govern in coali-

tion within Northern Ireland - but
alsoto send senior lawmakers into
a cross-border council that pro-
motes jointdecision-making with
the Irish Republic.

Asthe talks near theirexpected
May deadline, extremists on both
sides of the divide have increased
their sectarian attacks in hopes of
wrecking the paramilitary cease-
fires that have helped make the
talks possible.

In the latest attack, an unidenti-
fied man walked into a Catholic-
run taxi firm innorth Belfastearly

Tuesday and pointed a handgun
at the firm’s radio dispatcher.
Police said the firearm jammed
and the man ran off, after pound-
ing the gun several times against
a counter in a futile bid to get it
working again.

Last week, Protestant ex-
tremists killed two Catholic
cabbies and wounded another.
Because they often serve a
particular Protestant or Cathoe-
lic neighborhood, Belfast taxi
drivers make easily identifi-
able communal targets.

A small child with his mother watch an armed Br/tlsh soldler on patrol in West Be/fast Monday. At the same

time in London, three-day peace talks on the Northern Ireland question opened. ap

3 pollce officers
dle in Parls flre

PARIS (AP) — An angry man
involved in a heated argument
doused gasoline over himself and
three police officers called to the
scene, then set everyone ablaze,
officials said.

All four died.

A fourth police officer was hos-
pitalized in serious condition, po-
lice said. A woman described asa
former companion of the man and
a young girl also were hospital-
ized.

The identities of the victims
were not immediately available.
But officials said two of the three
police who died were starting their
careers, having just received their
diplomas from the National Po-
lice School.

“It is an awful drama ... some-
thing very violent,” Interior Min-
ister

Jean-Pierre Chevenement said
after visiting the central Paris
apartment where the drama oc-
curred.

Police Chief Philippe Massoni
also was at the scene, near the
Gare du Nord train station.

The man, “after dousing him-
self with gasoline, doused the
three police officers called tohelp
..., the minister said. He added
that they all apparently suffocated
before being burned to death.

By ROBERT SEELY
LONDON (AP) - With doctors
saying her next few days are cru-
cial, the Queen Mother is expected
to spend up to three weeks in the
hospital recovering from hip-re-

‘Queen Mother recovers

placement surgery, a British daily
reported Tuesday. Members
of the royal family were expected
to visit the bedside of 97-year-old
Queen Mother Elizabeth while she
recovers, The Daily Mail reported.
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KABUL, Afghanistan (AP)—
The Taliban religious army re-
leased 187 prisoners of war to
mark Eid-ul-Fitr, which marks
the end of the Islamic holy month
of Ramadan, when devout Mus-
lims fast from dawn to dusk,
officials said Tuesday.

Information Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi said Taliban su-
preme leader Mullah Omar or-
dered the prisoners released as a
peace offering to the Taliban’s
northern-based enemies.

“We hope our opposition re-
sponds by releasing some
Taliban prisoners at the end of
Ramadan,” Muttaqi said in an
interview in the Afghan capital
of Kabul. “If they show good
will, the process could com-
tinue.”

Muttagi said the prisoners be-
longed to one of three factions
of the northern-based opposi-
tion alliance, led by Uzbek war-
lord Rashid Dostum, ousted de-
fense chief Ahmed Shah
Massood, and Shiite Muslim

Taliban releases
187 prisoners

warrior Karim Khalili. .

But it was not clear how the
prisoners would retumn to their
bases in the northern 15 percent
of the country under the control
of the anti-Taliban alliance.

The Taliban, which controls
the remaining 85 percent, has
implemented a rigid version of
Islamic law that bans women
from work and forces men to
grow beards and pray in
mosques.

The Islamicleadershiphas im-
posed harsh punishments, in-
cluding public executions for
murderers and adulterers.

The Taliban’s Radio Shariat
announced Tuesday that two
convicted thieves had theirright
hands amputated in Paktia prov-
ince, 150 kilometers (90 miles)
southeast of Kabul.

The radio also reported that
four othermenreceived 80lashes
in the central province of Ghor,
350 kilometers (210 miles) west
of Kabul, forwrongly accusing a
woman of “immorality.”

Ta/ban fightes ith their guns n the front-line north of Kabul on
Monday. Taliban jet fighters bombed opposition area in the Bamyan

province of central Afghanistan Sunday. ae

Africa’s new leaders
rely as ever on lenders

By HRVOJE HRANJSKI
KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) -
When the World Bank president
faced 12. African leaders at an
economic summit, he asked for
new ideas to solve old problems
on the world’s poorest continent.

James Wolfensohn didn’t get’

the answers he was looking for.

The leaders - who see them-
selves as an improvement on the
corrupt and inept African leader-
ship of yesterday - sat behind
closed doors for two days and
finally settled on an old formula:
more money.

Ugandan President Yoweri
Museveni, who presides over the
sub-Saharan African country with
the highest economic growth rate
at 7 percent, permitted journalists
to photograph the visiting leaders
- but not ask them questions.
Instead, he produced a six-page
statement at theend of the summit
on Saturday listing as priorities
new roads and bridges, improv-
ing watersupply, speedingupdebt
relief, and spending more money
on health and education.

Bank officials responded that
was exactly what they had been
doing for the past 20 years in
Africa. The continent has swal-
lowed more money than any other
developing region in the world
and shown little progress, they
said.

Of the world’s 20 poorest coun-
tries, 16 are in Africa. The debt
for 52 sub-Saharan African coun-
tries recently reached $235 bil-
lion, mostly to the International
Monetary Fund, the World Bank,
the African Development Bank

and individual governments. Just
14 percent is commercial debt.

Museveni, Congo’s Laurent
Kabila and Ethiopian’s Meles
Zenawi - all new revolutionary
leaders who toppled old, corrupt
regimes - have promised a demo-
cratic Africa based on human
rights and market economies.

Sofar, they have delivered only
partial results with doubtful ef-
fects.

Leaders seem committed to
helping their people, but often
goodwill is not enough.

Old roads have crumbled, new
ones need to be built; railroads are
limited, and the energy sector is
insufficient to sustain a relatively
high economic growth in sub-Sa-
haran Africa- an average 4.5 per-
cent a year.

Preserving the economic - and
political - stability is not possible
withoutcapital infusions from the
World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund and private lend-
ers.

But apart from obtaining more
money, Africa needs to engage in
aprocess of self-examination, said
Thabo Mbeki, South Africa’s
deputy president.

Inefficient bureaucracy, unneces-
sary military expenditures and wide-
spread corruption are problems that
need to be addressed from within.

So do other contradictions.

In Uganda, Museveni has
banned the activities of all politi-
cal parties except his National
Resistance Movement since com-
ing to power in 1986.

Across the border in Rwanda,
the Tutsi-dominated leadership

has been fighting a Hutu insur-
gency and isengaged inanexpen-
sive, undeclared civil war withno
end in sight.

Congo’s Kabila, who toppled
Mobutu Sese Seko last year with
the help of both Uganda and
Rwanda, has rarely been seen in
public since.

The international business
community is worried about his
inconsistency in rewarding con-
tracts to mining companies, some
of which are suing the others for
allegedly stealing the contracts
by bribing officials.

Human rights groups have ac-

cused the Ethiopian government

of imprisoning a sick leader of the
main opposition group on charges
of having encouraged armed re-
bellion. Critics call the charges a
fabrication.

Zimbabwe's Robert Mugabe,
who also took part in the meeting,
has ordered troops onto the streets
of Harare after mass protests
against increasing the price of
maize meal.

Kenya’s Daniel arap Moi met
privately with' Wolfensohn before
other leaders arrived in Kampala
to urge restoring a dirs 71.6 mil-
lion loan for energy and crum-
bling roads.

The loan was suspended last year
because of Moi's failure to tackle
high-level corruption. His promise
six months ago to do something has
yielded no tangible results.

Making leaders accountable to
their people remains one of the
World Bank’s longstanding de-
mands - and biggest disappoint-
ments in Africa.

JAMMU, India (AP) — Dem-
onstrators angered at the massa-
cre -of 23 Hindu villagers in

were injured.

slogans and trying to obstruct
traffic. The protesters:attacked
and damaged two police cars.

‘northern India clashed with po- |
lice Tuesday, and 15 protesters’

Police used batons and fired
into the air to disperse the dem--
onstrators, who  were shouting

15 protesters injured in police clash in India

The -protest followed Sunday
night’s massacre of 23 Hindu vil-
lagers by suspected Muslim sepa-
ratists in Kashmir. .-

~The massacre in Wandhama,
22 kilometers (13 miles) north of
the state’s summer capital,
Srinagar, was the worst since a
local government took over the

“state in 1996,

" Militants in Kashmir, the oxﬂy
predominately Muslim state, in

than 15,000 people since 1989.

- fled Jammu-Kashmir since the in-

eitherthey were toopoortorelocate

mostly Hindu' India; want in-
dependence or to join officially
Muslim Pakistan, ©: - L

The insurgency has killed more”

Tensofthousandsof Hindushave

surgencystarted, butsomeremained
in a few isolated pockets because

orfeltsecure amongst theirMuslim
neighbors. ’

By KARIN DAVIES
NYANKUNDE, Congo(AP)-—
Inisolated towns far from the capi-
tal, Congolese are still waiting for
President Laurent Kabilatodeliver
on promises he madeeight months
ago after ousting a longtime dicta-
tor.

They say they are grateful to
Kabila for defeating the late Presi-
dent Mobutu Sese Seko’s soldiers,
who threatened them until they
gave up morney or goods, and for
working to tame corrupt bureau-
crats.

But Iittle else has changed.

“WhenKabilastarted, he saidhe
would pay salaries. He hasn’t.

He said he would fix roads, he
hasn’t,” said Andy AnguandiaAlo,
a 33-year-old secretary speaking

Promises, promises

Sunday in the eastern farm town of
Nyankunde,

“We don’t have much faith in
him because he hasnot been true to
his word.”

Thirty miles (50 kilometers) to
the southwest, through thick for-
ests and across tangled rivers,
residents voiced similar senti-
ments.

“It’s calmer. We can work in
peace. That’s the only change,”
said Mandro Butso, 39, medi-
cal coordinator for the
Emmanuel Mission in Tchabi,
a village populated mostly by
pygmies.

“No one has salaries, the
economy is still a mess, the
population is very poor. They
can’teven pay for health care.”

Kashmiri Hindus block the road near Parliament House in N
organised by Kashmiri Hindus to protest against the massacre of 23 Hindu villagers by suspected Muslim
separalists near Srinagar on Monday. ap

ew Delhi Tuesday. The demonstration was

Despite crisis

Some

By PATRICK McDOWELL
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) —
Noteveryone is alosing money in
Asia’s economic meltdown.

Take Seng Chin’Lee, director
of Pet Movers, a Singapore com-
pany that arranges international
transportand boarding for petdogs
and cats.

In these days of financial crisis,
very few pets are arriving from

-overseas, indicating fewer expa-

triates coming to pull profits from
what until mid-1997 was the
world’s most booming region.

More foreign-owned pets are
going out than coming in.

“It indicates that perhaps our
economy is going to slow down,”
Lee said.

But Lee is lucky. Boarding
space for 40 dogs and 20 cats is
booked solid — reflecting that
Singaporeans are traveling more
due to the strength of their dollar,
which now buys more in coun-
tries like Indonesia, Malaysia,
South Korea and Thailand, where
currencies have crashed.

Here and there in the economic
crisis engulfing Asia, amid tales
of broke real estate agents jump-
ing off buildings or jobless bro-
kers selling soup, are a minority
of people making money.

They range from well-placed
businessmen like Lee, tolocals or
expatriates paid in hard currency,
to professionals picking through
the wreckage— accountants, law-
yersand bottom-fishing investors.

Kang Ji-il, 35, is a freelance
market surveyor in South Korea
contracted by U.S. companies to
find local business partners to sell
books and videotapes.

“For the past couple of months,
my income has almost doubled
because I am contracted on a dol-
lar basis,” Kang said. But
Kang fears thatbecause U.S. prod-
ucts are becoming so much more
expensive for ordinary Koreans,
book and videotape sales may fall
and he’ll have fewer contracts.

The sense of foreboding ex-
tends to expatriates whose un-
changed dollar salaries can now
buy dinners in the swankiest res-
taurants — until the accountants
at home office adjust their allow-
ances.

The mini-boom is likely to last
longer for consultants specializ-

still make money in Asia

A former finance company employee whose comany was closed down
by the government last December fills in an application form for a
position at the government's newly-established Rhadhanasin Bank in
Bangkok Tuesday. The bank is to supervise the assest and bad debts
of the 56 closed down finance companies. More than 5,000 people
have applied for the 200 available positions at the bank. ap

ing in insolvency work or corpo-
rate restructuring.

Paul Bromberg, director of
OVG Corporate Problem Solv-
ers, aregional investigation firm,
said in Bangkok that banks ner-
vous about recovering money are
keeping his company extremely
busy.

“I worked on one case where
quite a prominent personin Hong
Kong had lost something like 100
million Hong Kong dollars on
margin calls he owed to a mer-
chant bank,” Bromberg said.

“Before they sued him, they
called us find out what his assets
were worth before they took him
to court,” Bromberg said. {‘In
Hong Kong, it's very expensive
to litigate.”

Forinvestigators, opportunities
are greatest when economic times
are really good —meaning money
is no object — or truly bad, when
economic survival breeds desper-
ate creditors, white-collar fraud
and investors seeking bargains.

Research into a potential bar-
gain company would involve ac-
countants eyeing the balance sheet
and investigators looking at the
business track record and for skel-
etons in the closet.

If the investment involved a
Chinese company, Bromberg
said, clients would want to know
if it really had claimed connec-
tions with the government.

Much of Asia has seen nothing
but growth since the early 1980s
and the current generation of man-
agers has no experience coping
with downturn.

International law and account-
ing firms are benefiting from hav-
ing worked throiigh recessions
elsewhere.

Clayton Hebbard, head of the
Bangkok office of Grant
Thomton, one of the world’s big-
gest accounting firms, took on a
client last month seeking help,
starting with his accounting de-
partment.

A review led to the termination

Travelers 4th quarter profit down

By ANDREW FRASER
NEW YORK (AP) — Travel-
ers Group said its profit fell 35
percent in the fourth quarter,
largely because of a restructur-
ing charge related to the pur-
chase of Salomon Inc. and a
drop in income from its securi-
ties operations stemming from
the Asian financial crisis.

The insurer and financial ser-
vices company, whose top profit
generator is the Salomon Smith
Barney securities unit, earned $
376.7 million, or 30 cents per
diluted share, compared with $
581.7 million, or 47 cents per
diluted share, a year ago.

Travelers said its operating
profit, which excludes a $ 496
million restructuring charge
from last month’s purchase of
Salomon, fell 13 percent to $
728.7 million, or 60 cents per
diluted share, compared with $
836.9 million, or 69 cents per
diluted share, in the same pe-
riod a year ago.

The results were below Wall
Street’s expectations for earnings
of 60 cents per share, according to
a survey by Nelson Information
Inc.

Travelers sharesfell 93 3/4 cents
to close Monday at $ 47.0625 on
the New York Stock Exchange.

Travelers said its operating
profits were dampened by trading
losses Salomon suffered during
the Asia-incited global turmoil in
October and November — before
it was bought by Travelers for $ 9
billion and merged with the
company’s Smith Barney broker-
age unit.

The trading losses caused prof-
its at the Salomon Smith Bamney
investment banking unit to drop
40percentto$ 273.1 million from
$ 454.8 million a year ago.

The decline offset a 19 percent
gain to $ 455.6 million in earn-
ings from Travelers’ other busi-
nesses.

of some senior staff and changes in
procedure. So far, the client has
spent 1 million baht ($ 20,000) but
is saving 200,000 baht ($ 4,000} in
monthly salary bills alone.

“The mergers that are going to
happen are going to create even more
opportunity for us,” Hebbard said.

A big question for foreign com-
panies — and individuals — is
how to get paid. Those sending
bills usually want dollars, those
paying them prefer settling in lo-
cal money.

Matthew Geiger, an American
stock analyst who has lived in
Malaysia for eight years, has seen
two sides.

During Malaysia’s decade of
rapid growth, it was generally
better to be paid in ringgit. After
years of “feeling the pinch” as a
dollar earner for alJ.S. company,

Geiger switched jobs two years
agoto a local firm and negotiated
a ringgit salary.

“In the past, being paid in dollars
had been a liability,” Geiger said.
But since July, the ringgit has lost
almost half its U.S. dollar value.

“Given 100 percent foresight,
I"d probably have asked to be paid
in dollars,” Geiger said.

Export firms thathave few dollar
debts and don’t rely on imported
materials are reaping a windfall.

In Thailand, canners exporting
locally raised shrimpforecast triple
profits in 1998 compared to 1996.

In Malaysia, How Hooi Leong,
partner in a timber trading com-
pany, demands payment for sales
to China in U.S. dollars. Even
though he’s charging less than he
once did, he comes out ahead,
earning more ringgit.
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Nikkei closes lower
on profit taking

TOKYO (AP) - Tokyo stock
prices fell moderately Tuesday
on profittaking in blue-chip shares
afterrecéntstrong gains. The U.S.
dollar rose against the yen.

The benchmark 225-issue
Nikkei Stock Average fell 91.71
points, or 0.54 percent, to close at
16,981.62 points. On Monday, the
average rose 284.22 points, or
1.69 percent.

“I think Tuesday’s pull-back is
a natural and short-term pause in
themarket’srally,” said Kunihiko
Hatae, a general manager at To-
kyo Securities; adding that the
underlying mood of the market
remained optimistic.

Despite Tuesday’s retreat, the
key index has gained nearly 16
percent since touching a 2 1/2
year low on Jan. 12 as prices have
rallied on market expectations the
government may do more to aid
Japan’s sluggish economy.

The broader Tokyo Stock Price
Index of all issues listed on the
first section moved slightly higher,
gaining 3.55 points, or 0.28 per-
cent, to 1,293.62 points. The
TOPIX closed up 39.96 points, or
3.20 percent, the day before.
Volume on the first section, heavy
for the second straight day, was
estimated at 945 million shares,
down from 964.12 million-Mon-

Tokyo Stock Exchange traders clap hands fo/Iowmg the/rb/dd/ng made
a blsiness Monday as the Tokyo stocks soared on expectations for
new policy measures to stimulate Japan'’s sluggish economy. The 225-
issue Nikkei Stock Average rose 444.56 points, or 2.65 percent, to
17,233.67 by midday Monday. ap

day. Advances ooutnumbered re-
treats 820 to 376, while 110 issues
wereunchanged.  Onthe foreign
exchange market, the dollar traded in
aweak tone amid lingering concerns
abouta scandal engulfing U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

Inlate trading, the dollar bought
126.26 yen,up 0.68 yen from late
Monday in Tokyo but below its
late New York rate of 126.85 yen
overnight.

President Clinton’s denial Mon-
day of an alleged sexual affair

with a former White House intern |

boosted the dollar in New York
trading overnight.

Butcontinuing concernoverthe
scandal Tuesday brought the U.S.
currency down from those levels,
though still leaving ithigher from
Monday in Tokyo.

Trades ranged between 125.63
yen and 126.83 yen in Tokyo.

The dollar had tumbled in re-
cent trading as news of the allega-
tions led to an increased risk pre-
mium on dollar-denominated as-
sets, casting a pall over U.S. fi-
nancial markets.

The yield on the benchmark
No. 182 10-year Japanese gov-
ernment bond fell to 1.805 per-
centfromMonday’s close of 1.815
percent, driving its price up to

108.02 yen from 107.95 yen.

In midst of Aszan meltdown

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) —

Australia, with carriers. Tues-
day announcing slashed fares to
Europe as they battle for busi-
nessamid Asia’ seconomxcmelt—
down. -

- Asians, hit hard by plungmg
currencies, are dramatically cut-

to the economic crisis in the
region, .

Scrambling to offset the
fallout of business on Asian
routes, -airlines

on the so-called kangaroo
route between Australia and

ber.

Borbldge said.

Australia to operate
own Orient Express

AIRLIE BEACH, Australia (AP)—The company behind Europe’s
luxury Orient Express train has entered into a parmershlp with the
Queensland state government to operate 2 similar venture in Austra-
lia, state Premier Rob Borbidge said Tuesday.

The Great South Pacific Express, being builtat a<ost of U.S. $ 21
million (Australian dollars 32 million), will run between state
capital Brisbane and the northern tourist city of Cairns from Decem-

“The partnership between Queensland Rail and Venice- Simplon
Orient Express will give Australia and Queensland a very specnal
travel experience that not many countries in the world can offer,”

“This is the most substantial boost to Queensland tourism that the

government could have entered into.
“The people who will be travelling on the train w1ll be big

spenders. They will leave a lot of money in our state.”

An airline ‘war has erupted in’

ting back on travel in response -

have’
launched an all out assault

Aiciine price war erupts

- Europe to stimulate: sales
- Qantas Airways Ltd. and its

code-share partner British Air-
ways announced deals starting

‘at ‘Australian dollars. 1,599
(about'U.S. $ 1,060) return to . -

Europe thh a domestxc flight

'mcluded

“The condmonal offer closes

at the end of the week and the -

discount does notinclude first
class and businessclass travel.

" Qantas standard fares forthe .
: ﬂxght are usually between Aus-

traliandollars 2,500 (U.S. $1,650)
and Australlan dollars 3, 000 (U S.

$2,000). »
- Other alrhnes are matchlng the =

f.dxscount.
' for Australian dollars 1,410

“(about U.S. $: 930), KIM Royal
- Dutch for Austrahan dollars’

- Australian dollars 1 710 (abo t-?
'US. $.1,100).

- Asian routes and suspended its.
flights to South Korea, |

“nearly 5 percent of its world-

All’ pron is offenng the mp

1,530 (about U.S. $1,000); and
Hong Kong’s Cathay Pacific for

- Qantas recently announced 1t
would reduce its capacity on its

Cathay Pacific has sacked
wide work force, blammg ‘the

Asiar financial crisis for reduc-
. ing traffic growth ' e

Company hopes to develop
products that delay aging

By CATALINA ORTIZ
MENLO PARK, California
(AP) - Imagine dying young
at a-ripe old age.

Geron Corp. wants to make
that possible. The company
hopes to develop ways to fight
diseases that commonly afflict
the elderly, including cardio-
vascular disease and cancer.

It may do that thanks to a
discovery it helped make - an
enzyme that apparently keeps
human cells from the normal
processes of aging and death.

Researchers called the find-
ing, which made headlines in
mid-January, a cellular foun-
tain of youth. But they stressed
that it won’t necessarily help
people live any longer. Just
better.

“Qur primary goal is to add
life to years, not years to life,”
said Ronald W. Eastman, chief
executive officer of Geron, a
small biotechnology company
30 miles (50 kms) south of
San Francisco.

The news -and the p0551b11—
ity that age-related maladies
can one day be controlled -
sent Geron's stock soaring 43
percent.

Scientists not connected
with the research and biotech
industry analysts said the find-
ing could be significant. One
day, they said, it might yieid
ways to improve people’s
lives.

But they cautioned that not
all promising findings result
in products and that even ones
that do require perhaps a de-
cade of further research, de-
velopment and testing.

“I think they have as good a
possibility of success as any-
one at this stage,” said Jason
Reed, an analyst with Mehta
Partners in New York. “But
no one really knows yet if it
will work or not. ... In any
case, it’s a ways off.”
Geron executives, while con-
fident about the value of their
finding, said that the
unpredictability of biology
and the regulatory process
make it impossible to predict
when treatments might be

available.
“It’s fair to say it's chal-

" lenging, expensive and time

consuming,” Eastman said.

Geron, founded five years
ago, says it is the first
biopharmaceutical company
to concentrate solely on de-
veloping products to combat
age-related diseases.

The company, which occu-
pies a modest set of lab-filled
buildings in an industrial park,
has 70 employees. Like other
small biotech concerns, it has
yet to make money and relies
on partnerships with larger
companies and research insti-
tutions to supplement its sci-
entific and financial resources.

Geron’s work focuses on
what seemed to be an insur-
mountable fact: Most human
cells can divide only a limited
number of times before they
age and die.

And when cells can no
longer renew themselves, the
body's systems begin to dete-
riorate. Old people become
prone to hardening of the ar-
teries, degenerative eye dis-
ease, osteoporosis, skin ulcers,
arthritis, immune disorders
and other ills.

But the research by Geron
and the University of Texas’
Southwestern Medical Center
may make it possible to turn
back the hands of cells’ inter-
nal clocks.

Those clocks appear to be
pieces of DNA, called telom-
eres, that sit at the end of chro-
mosomes. They seem to pro-
tect the chromosomes, much
like the piece of plastic at the
end of a shoelace prevents rav-
eling.

Buteach time a cell divides,
the telomeres get shorter.
When they fall to a certain
length, the cell begins to age
and eventually stops dividing.

Geron previously helped
discover that reproductive
cells- which don’t age- release
an enzyme, called telomerase.
It keeps telomeres from
shrinking, enabling cells to
continue dividing.

Its latest finding with the

university, reported last week
in the journal Science, was that
introducing telomerase into
nonreproductive, mortal, cells
kept them dividing.

“With fundamental discov-
eries like this, we can under-
stand and begin to manipulate
mechanisms which control
cell aging and contribute to
age-related diseases,”
Eastman said.

“We are now in a position to
extend the health span,” he
added.

Geron believes the first
therapeutic products to come
from its work probably will
be to treat cardiovascular dis-
ease and macular degenera-
tion, a nontreatable disorder
that is the leading cause of
blindness in old people.

Another promising avenue
is bone-marrow transplanta-
tion, a process that ages cells.
Using Geron technology, doc-
tors might be able to treat cells
before putting them in pa-
tients, delivering younger,
more robust cells, Eastman
said.

But nontherapeutlc prod-
ucts- not requiring years of
clinical trials - are likely to go
on the market first. Research-
ers already are using Geron’s
technology in cancer diagno-
sis, and the company plans to
develop commercial products.
Geron also sees an important
opportunity in helping other
companies extend the life span
of cells they use in research or
developing vaccines and other
drugs.

Eastman isn’t surprised by
the interest his company’s re-
search has generated. But he
hopes that people won’t as-
sume it means they can be
young again, live twice as long
-or even reverse baldness.

It would be a shame, he said,
if that perception gets in the
way of the company’s work.

“However long we are go-
‘ing to live, let’s make sure we
minimize the diseases ... we
are likely to contract largely
because of the aging pro-
cesses,” he said.

i
{
|
1

|
|

A

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS- 19

Legislator urges funding for IMF

By HARRY DUNPHY
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fail-
ure by Congress to approve new
funding for the International Mon-
etary Fund could cripple the lend-
ing agency, a senior Democrat on
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives

Banking Committee warned.
U.S. Rep. John LaFalce urged the
IMF’s congressional critics in
both parties to forget their differ-
ences and pass legislation fund-
ing the IMF while it battles finan-
cial crises in Asia.

He called on the Clinton ad-
ministration to launch a concerted
political effort for the IMF fund-
ing with the help of organized
labor and former treasury secre-
taries.

LaFalce also said interna-
tional banks should bear some
of the cost of the IMF’s bail-
outs in Asia so the public does
not get the impression that
182-nation organization’s
funds go to bankers who made
bad loans.

“A narrow focus” on criticism

of the IMF “ignores the stark real-
ity that we need some interma-
tional institution to cope with the
stresses in the global financial
system, and we need that institu-
tion —the IMF—now,” LaFalce
told the Institute for International
Economics.

“The IMF may not.be a perfect
tool, but it is the only tool we
have.Itneeds fixing, butnot junk-
ing, and we cannot fix the prob-
lems of the IMF in the midst of a
crisis.”

LaFalce said he expected con-

gressional Republican leaders to
support a plan that would provide
$ 3.5 billion for the IMF this year
to double an emergency bailout
facility for future financial crises.

That funding failed to pass last
year.

LaFalce said approval of an-
other $ 14.5 billion to $16 billion
commitment the Clinton admin-

istration wants to increase the -

agency’s regular resources could
‘be delayed.

The House Banking Commit-
tee meets Friday to review IMF

funding and the financial crises
that have hit three Asian nations
since July. Treasury Secretary
Robert Rubin and other officials
are expected to testify.

Since July, the IMF has put
together bailouts totaling dlrs 120
billion for Thailand, Indonesia and
South Korea, depleting its cof-
fers.

Critics of the rescue packages
say the austerity measures that
accompany them hurt middle class -
and poor people in those. coun-
tries.

" By HARRY DUNPHY L

ter months of fmancxal turmoil
_but ‘the situation remains very
fragile, ‘a senior World Bank
official said Tuesday '

Asia and the Pacific, also said

experience a reduction in living
standards ‘over the short term_
untll their economies get back
on their feet,

concermned about Indonesia but
welcomed . the  Jakarta
government's announcement
Monday of a comprehensive
plan to revamp its.ailing bank«
mg system. :

‘Severino was speakm g ahead
of a six-country tour of the Asia

“by World Bank President James

,Wolfensohn that starts Friday.

WASHINGTON:  (AP) — .
-Asian currency. exchanges andf_.
- stock markets are stabilizing af- -

‘Jean-Michel ‘Severino, the
bank’s vice president for. East

countries in the region would .

He said bank officials were

Intalksthhgovernmentofﬁ~
d busi d citi :

Asian markets stablllzmg,
says World Ban

‘which put together $ 120 billion

and South Korea

Usually, the fund acts ﬁrst to.‘---._z.';
stabilize a crisis then the bank
- goes in to see. what else can be-_‘

‘done.”

support for social safety nets for

urbanand rural workersadversely -
- affected by the crises.

The objective is try to prevent

- -people from slipping below the -

international poverty line of hv-
ing on a dollar a day.

Severinosaid the bank was “sat- . .
1st' ed with the evolution of eco-
nomicand social policiesinIndo-
- nesia in the past weeks.” He also =
noted-récent moves aimed atre-
_moving regulauons that encour- .

c official

L how to focus bank lendmg' on',i
long térm restructuring efforts.

His trip follows a whirlwind
tour of Asian capitals last week -
by Michel Camdessus; the: head
of the bank’s sistér institution, the - -
International ‘Monetary ‘Fund, -

: ofPresxdentSuhm‘tofamﬂyhave
'anmterest. o

_i_raxse corruptwn issues as he .

‘et last week with the leaders .
“ of 13 African countries. fn‘. :
. bailouts for . Thailand, Indonesxa ‘

g partoftheIMP -led rescue pack-

* agesin Thailand, Indonesiaand
5 -+ * South Korea. Severino said $ 7

“In addmon to bank reform, the -

-World Bank will be emphasizing -

- Wolfensohn is visiting, In-
‘donesia has beén the bank’s

trial pmjects in wluch members

- He said’ Wolfensohn would

usually does in his. travels. He '

Kampala, Uganda. -
- Since last July the bank has v
pledged up-to. $ 16 billion as -

billion will be disbursed by June
30, the end .of he bank’s fiscal
year. Half of that amount went
to-South Korea, -

Annual lending in the region
normally- totals $.-5 ‘billion,
Severino said. -

Of the countrles

eighth largest borrower while
South Korea and Malaysiahave
not:-received loans since 1994
and lending in Thailand and the

has been- tapenng;

RP workers. . .

Continued from page 6

$14,500 after 12 months of pay-
ing membership contribution of
between $20 to $40 every month.

The PAG-IBIG Overseas Pro-
gram has posted a total world-
wide membership of 65.275 mil-
lion migrant workers in 1997,
which marks asignificantincrease
from the previous year’s 56.719
million.

Asof June 30, 1997, the Fund’s

total outstanding housing loan
portfolio, inclusive of the releases
under the Unified Homelending
Program, registered at PHP27.53
billion, corresponding to over
150,000 member-borrowers.
This figure represents an in-
crease of 25 percent over the 1996
year-end figure of PHP22 billion.
The Fund has generated a net
income of PHP1.61 billion from
operations over the first half of
the year, which represents 42 per-
cent of the PHP3.8 billion tar-
geted income level for 1997.

Morgen. . .

Continued from page 3

hiring policies, as well as immi-
gration and minimum wage is-
sues.

The committee has 45 days to
prepare an interim report, and 90
days to submit its final findings

and recommendations to the Leg—
islature.

Besides Tenorio, the other
members of the joint committee
are Sens. David M. Cing (D-
Tinian), Ricardo S. Atalig (R-
Rota), Reps. Karl T. Reyes (R-
Saipan), David M. Apatang (R-
Saipan) and Bennet Seman (R-
Saipan).

Teno signs. . .

Continued from page 3

gerous to put a child in a car seat
on the front passenger seat,” he
said.

The proclamation also notes that
“children should also be taught
the rules for safe walking and
how to wear helmets and safety

gear”.

“We have conducted a survey
with our police officers writing
down the number of motorists
follow traffic safety laws at the
schools as parents drop off their
kids,” sad Mafnas.

“There still is a large number
not buckling up and hopefully
after this awareness program,
those numbers will drop,” he said.

4 Door, Air Con, Power Steering, Dual Airbags,
AM/FM Cassefte, Full Carpeting, Cloth
Seats, Remote Trunk Release, Full Wheel Covers,

The new 1998's are

are here
at a lawer

M TRIPLE J MOTORS

NEW CARS ¢ USED CARS « PARTS » SERVICE
A DIVISION OF TRIPLE J SAIPAN, INC. Garapan, Beach Rooad 234-7133
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7:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M..
and surroandings

are required.

LOCAIL HIRE ONLY: »
GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORKER

¢ Reliable person to work Monday to Saturday,
¢ Maintains and performs minor repairs to office buildings

e Valid CNMI Driver’s License and Police Clearance

Package Benefits include Basic Salary, Medical Insurance,
401K Retirement Plan, Paid Vacation and Sick Leave.
Last day to apply: February 5, 1998
Please apply in person or call:

Mr. Noel Talsacan
Human Resources Manager

W] TRIPLE J SAIPAN.INC.

Triple J Corporate Offices, Middle Road, Guato Rai eTels.: 235-7180, 234-1795

CARRIER GUAM, INC. SAIPAN BRANCH
NEEDS

01 BRANCH ACCOUNTANT

Minimum 3 years related Accounting experience
University Degree or equivalent
Self starter, Independent worker

No phone calls please. Submit resume and credentials to Carrier
Office located at Han's Bldg. Unit C. Middle Road Saipan.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

In the Matter of the Adoption of
Alexandro Egipto Sablan,

A Minor Male Child.
FCD-AD-CIVILACTION NO. 98-0025

NOTICE OF HEARING

In the Matter of the Adoption of
MAN-SO0 MANAY MASGA,
A Minor Child.
FCD-AD-CIVIL ACTION NO. 98-0026

NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a verified
petition was filed in the above-entitled
court for the Petition For Adoption and
Termination of Parent Child Relationship
of the minor child by Alexandro
Pangelinan and Romila Egipto Sablan,
the petitioners. The original petition is
available for review at the Office of the
Clerk of Court at Susupe, Saipan,
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, and The Law Office of Perry B.
Inos, Suite 2-C, Sablan Bld. Chalan
Kanoa, Saipan, Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana islands.

Ahearing on the above-entitled matter
will be on March 5, 1998, 9:00 a.m. in
the Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan,
Commonwealth of the Northem Mariana
Islands.

Dated this 27th day of January, 1998.

/s/JOVITA C. FLORES
Clerk of Court

Notice is hereby given that a verified
petition was filed in the above-entitled
court for the Petition For Adoption of
Man-Soo Manay Masga, a minor child,
by Bienvenido Barcinas
Masga, Petitioner. The original petition is
available for review at the Office of the
Clerk of Court at Susupe, Saipan,
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, and The Law Office of Perry B.
Inos, Suite 2-C, Sablan Bld. Chalan
Kanoa, Saipan, Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

A hearing on the above-entitled matter
will be held on the 9th day of March,
1998, at 10:00 a.m. in the Superior Court,
Songsong Village, Rota, Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Dated this 25th day of January, 1998.

1s/JOVITA C. FLORES
Clerk of Court

By: /s/Deputy Clerk By: /s/Deputy Clerk

) pscosreaisniunoraastovNs
U Ok R
+3 Bedroom Fully Fumished » | :
+ Security Fence » ‘| Daycane ;
+§1,000 per month « E Has d space available forchikren

» Aircondition on all bedrooms | ¢ %
Including Living & Dinng+ | &
Please call 2357171 or 287-5555 é'gagf‘o{{pﬂwz“si-gsgimﬁ ‘

| "OR SALE

DODGE RAM MODEL #1987 | [ TOYOTA PREVIA DLX 1983
CARGO VAN Tel zaaﬁggg}ggsasss
286-6617/18 o “ Look for Joyee

APARTMENT FOR RENT

STUDIO TYPE

FOR SALE

CHEVROLET 1973 $370/month, wiility excluded
STEP VAN Fumisheclj, in Koblelrvillel
Quiet, single or couple only
288-6617/18 Day—234-12%3 « Eve-288-2222

Literacy is ADVANCEMENT.

Pavarotti recovers after

dizzy spell while singing

NEW YORK (AP) - Super-
star tenor Luciano Pavarotti
was “completely fine” after ex-
periencing a dizzy spell while
singing at the Metropolitan Op-
era, his manager said.

Pavarotti “went to the doctor
(Monday), and had a complete
physical. The doctor said he is
completely fine,” said the man-
ager, Herbert Breslin.

Breslin said Pavarotti has

not yet decided whether he
will sing, as scheduled, in
“The Elixir of Love” at the
Met on Thursday. .
Pavarotti’s brief dizzy spell
came Sunday while he wassing-
ing the final number in the first
act of Verdi's “Luisa Miller.” It
was caused by a sudden spike in
his blood pressure, Breslin said.
- Joseph Volpe, general man-
ager of the Met, told the audi-

ence that Pavarotti had “expe-
rienced an episode of light-
headedness. ... He feels he can
continue. I will not allow it.”
The second half of the annual
benefit concert for the Met’s pen-
sion fund went ahead without
Pavarotti, 62. Pavarotti was

- examined by the Met's doctor,

and by the time he reached his
Manhattan apartment, his blood
pressure wasnormal, Breslinsaid.

Former Miss India Manpreet Brar, left, laughs as American supermodel Cindy Crawford tackles a question on

her personal life during a press conference in Bombay. The supermodel is in Bombay to promote Omega

watches. ap

Surprised Bob Dole finds
Lewinsky’s just next door

WASHINGTON (AP) — Bob  door clued him in. During a speech before a group of
Dole neverreally knew whohisnext- Dole, whowasClinton’sopponent  Republicans in Califomia, Dole said
doorneighborinthe Watergateapart-  in the 1996 presidential race, “didn’t ~ he occasionally greeted Lewinsky
ment building was until the day that ~ knowituntilhe walkedoutthemom-  and her mother on the street, but
news broke about President Bill  ingthestorybrokeandsawthestake-  didn’t know them personally.
Clinton’s alleged affairwithaformer  out,” said Dole spokeswoman Joyce He also encouraged the public to
White House intern. " Campbell. withhold judgment.

Reporters and photographers “He thought to himself, ‘Look, I “I think we ought to wait and see
camped outside Monica Lewinksy’s  won! I'm back!™’ what the facts are,” he said.
traordinary measure of placing  sex crimes.”

Tags. ..

Cotninued from page 1

requires that we shield them from

khown sexual predators.”
“Therefore, “ the bill said, “itis
appropriate that we take: the ex-

requirements in sexual offenders
even after they served their crimi-
nal sentence.” '
Babauta believes that a sex of-
fender registration system ‘“can
greatly assist the investigation of

The state-based registration,
Babauta said, is “crucial to the
ability of state law enforcement
officials to communicate with
each other regarding sex offend-
ers who cross state lines.”

Young . ..

Cotninued from page 1

Texas), have expressed support
for continued CNMI control over
its immigration and minimum
wage.

After President Clinton’s an-
nouncement in May 1997 that his
administration recommends the
extension of federal immigration
and minimum wage laws to the
islands, Young wrote a letter to
the President defendinglocal con-
trol.

He said he is “‘not yet con-
vinced" that Congress should *“dis-
turb” the CNMI'’s current setup,
“particularly in view” of the Hay
Group report’s findings.

Contracted by then governor

Froilan C. Tenorio to look into
local wage polices, the Hay Group
came out with areport stating that
any increase in the CNMI’s mini-
mum wage, as proposed by the
White House and the congres-
sional Democrats, will be disas-
trous to the economy.

Young said
government’s “‘Covenant” rela-

the federal

tionship with the CNMI “is highly
valued and should not be changed
without serious and extensive
consideration by both parties.”

He said any proposal to impose
federal immigration and mini-
mum wage policies “must thor-
oughly consider the short and
long-term impact on the people of
the (CNMI).”

DOLI. ..

Cotninued from page 1

This explains why a big num-
ber of displaced Bangladeshi
workers in the CNMI hold entry
permitsshowing they were sup-
posed to be working as ac-
countants, for instance, but
actually end up doing farm

work.

Among the employers found
involved with the scam was
Segundino Ubongen, a CNMI
government-registered cab
driver who managed to bring
in 191 Bangladeshi workers
early last year.

Ubongen fled the island fac-
ing a multi-million fine for
fraud and damages.
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Classified Ads Section

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us
immediately to make the necessary comrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect inserfion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time. |

Employment Wanted

LT

Job Vacancy
Announcement

02 MECHANICAL ENGINEER-Sal-

ary:$1,200.00-2,500.00 per month

03 MECHANICAL SUPERVISOR/
FOREMAN-Salary:$1,200.00-2,500.00
per month

" Contact: FLETCHER PACIFIC CON-

STRUCTION CO., LTD. (CNMI) dba
Bishman Continental Services Tel. 234-
3301(1/29)Th70259

01 INSTRUCTOR, SCUBA DIVING-
Salary:$7.55 per hour

Contact: MARINE TECH (SAIPAN) INC.
dba S2 Ciub Tel. 322-5079(1/
29)Th25204

04 WAITRESS (N/C)-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 DISC JOCKEY-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: BML CORPORATION dba
Moon Night Club & Disco (1/
29)Th25205

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 MASON-Salary:$3..05 per hour
Contact: RICHARD P. KAUTZ, JR. dba
Kautz Glass Company Tel. 322-9282(1/
29)Th25209

01 EMBROIDERY MACHINE OPERA-
TOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SUCK DOO KIM dba Yoo
Sung Embroidery, inc. Tel. 233-0409(1/
29)Th25210

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 (STEWARD) OR DISH WASHER-
Salary:$3.05 PER HOUR

06 COOK HELPER (FOOD HAN-
DLER)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$5.50 per
month

Contact: AIDA L. GARONG dba MJ
Enterprises Tel. 234-6854(1/
29)Th25208

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SAIPAN KORESCO CORP.
dba Saipan Koresco Resort Club Tel.
288-6001(2/5)Th25276

01 IRONWORKER (STEELMAN)-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour )

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per
hour

04 MASON-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour
03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

01 AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICIAN-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

07 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per
hour

02 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00-1,500.00 per month
Contact: BLACK MICRO CORPORA-
TION Tel. 234-6549(2/5)Th70351

03 SCUBA DIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$4.00 per hour

Contact: MOC, INCORPORATED Tel.
233-2090(2/5)Th25280

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JEFFREY NGIRAROIS dba JT
Repairs & Maint. Service Tel. 235-
3265(2/5)Th25278

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$4.50-4.75 per hour

03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary:$4.50-4.75 per hour

Contact: HAWAIIAN ROCK PROD-
UCTS CORPORATION Tel. 322-
0407(2/5)Th25277

01 SCUBA DIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MARIANAS SEAS ADVEN-
TURES, INC. Tel. 233-0577(2/
5)Th25279

01 SALES SUPERVISOR-Salary:$6.92
per hour

Contact: EL MUNDO INC. dba Esprit
Tel. 322-5637(2/5)Th70354

. Classified Ads
‘ FIRST

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-
Salary:$5.00-6.00 per hour

Contact: UNITED PACIFIC COLL.
AGENCY Tel. 235-2000(2/5)Th70368

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER
(BUILDING)-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: ISLANDS CRUISE LINE
(SAIPAN), INC. (2/5)Th25274

01 CAR MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per
hour .
Contact: WON'S CORPORATION dba
Won's Auto Repair Shop Tel. 235-
4500(2/5)Th25288

07 IRONER(PRESSER)-Salary:$3.05-
3.65 per hour

33 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.65 per hour

10 CUTTER-Salary:$3.05-3.65 per
hour

Contact: MICHIGAN, INC. Tel. 234-
9555(2/5)Th25286

03 GARMENT WORKER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: MICRONESIAN GARMENT
MFG., INC. Tel. 235-7120(2/5)Th25285

02 AIRPLANE(DISPATCHER)-Sal-
ary:$5.10-10.00 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC ISLAND AVIATION,
INC. Tel. 234-3600(2/5)Th70359

03 GARDENER-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per
hour

01 COUNTER ATTENDANT(FOOD
SERVER)-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

01 SUPERVISOR, STOREROOM-Sal-
ary:$3.50-4.73 per hour

01 MANAGER, BAR-Salary:$3.50-4.51

per hour ¢

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per
hour

01 HELPER, KITCHEN-Salary:$3.05-
3.55 per hour

03 WAITER (RESTAURANT)-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

01 CLEANER HOUSEKEEPING-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per
hour

01 MAINTENANCE WORKER (RE-
PAIR)-Salary:$3.05-6.45 per hour

01 A/C MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05-3.90
per hour

04 WAITRESS-RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.55 per hour

06 COOK-Salary:$3.05-3.91 per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-4.50
per hour

02 ASSISTANT FRONT OFFICE MAN-
AGER-Salary:$1,700.00-3,700.00 per
month

Contact: HOTEL NIKKO SAIPAN, INC.
Tel. 322-3311(2/5)Th25282

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JUAN C. AGUON dba AB's
House Rental Tel. 256-0272(2/
5)Th25283

03 WAITER/WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-
3.45 per hour

01 AUDITOR-Salary:$3.30-3.90 per
hour

01 PIANIST-Salary:$900.00-1,200.00
per month

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$900.00-1,500.00 per month
Contact: AQUA RESORT CLUB
SAIPAN CO., LTD. dba Aqua Resort
Club Tel. 322-1234(1/29)Th70264

01 SALES SUPERVISOR-Salary:$4.00-
10.00 per hour

Plus $425.00 housing allowance per
month

Must be familiar with production infor-
mation on Christian Dior, Nina Ricci and
Lancome cosmetic and skin lines to as-
sists customers and sales clerk with
questions.

Emphasis upon merchandise presenta-
tion, product knowledge, product flow
and promotional activity.

Two years experience in a retail envi-
ronmental in cosmetic/skin line products
for Channel, Christian Dior and
Lancome.

Contact: DFS SAIPAN LIMITED Tel.
234-6615(2/5)Th70353

01 SALESPERSON-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: DONG SUNG CORPORA-
TION dba Choi's Discount Gro. Tel. 288-
2938(2/5)Th25273

01 INTERPRETER-Salary:$3.50-5.80
per hour

Contact: J&S CORPORATION Tel. 234-
3078(2/5)Th25281

02 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: CHINESE GOOD CENTER
dba Canton Rest. Tel. 234-7236(2/
5)Th25275

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: KESY INTERNATIONAL
TRADING CO. dba Kesy 8-12 Market
Tel. 235-1688(2/12) Th25346

01 DAY CARE WORKER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: CONRAD M. SABLAN dba
Little Rascal Day Care Cnt. Tel. 234-
0381(2/12)Th25357

01 COSMETIC ADVISOR (DEMON-
STRATOR)-Salary:$3.15-5.00 per hour
Pius $425.00 housing allowance per
month

01 ASST. JAPANESE (TUTOR) LAN-
GUAGE INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$1,500.00-2,300.00 per month
Pius $425.00 housing allowance per
month

01 CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESEN-
TATIVE-Salary:$3.15-5.50 per hour -
Plus $425.00 housing allowance per
month

 FOR SALE
Fiberglass Insulation (80 SF Rolls)
Fire X rated 5/8 x 4 x 12 Drywall Sheets
Fire X rated 1/2 x 4 x 8 Drywall Sheets
2x 6x 12 Metal Studs

For more information, cal! 322-8800 or 322-9922

MOVING SALE

Top-of-line 32" Toshiba TV, $750; new
20" Toshiba TV, $250; new Panasonic
VCR, $300; JVC VCR/editing deck, scuba
camping equip. and misc. fumiture odds/
ends, BO. Call 233-3000

03 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.30 per
hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$900.00 per
month

Contact: G.C.G. & COMPANY, INC.
Tel. 288-71668(2/12)Th25347

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.00 per
hour
Contact: NOEL M. SORIA dba Com-

puter Business Services Group Tel .

233-18218(2/12)Th25348

05 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
05 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Arjay Construction Tel. 235-16298(2/
12)Th70477

05 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.20 per hour

01 RESTAURANT CASHIER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.17 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIA COR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Saipan
Tel. 234-64128(2/12)Th70475

03 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary:$275.00-330.00 per
month

Contact: GRACE CHRISTIAN ACAD-
EMY dba Grace Christian 8(2/
12)Th70473

01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour ’
01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

03 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: WESTERN EQUIPMENT,
INC. Tel. 322-9561(2/12)Th70482

06 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SUMIKI-MITA Tel. 234-
9171(2/12)Th25351

04 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.50-4.00 per hour

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.50-4.00 per hour
01 AVIATION SUPPORT EQUIP-
MENT REPAIRER-Salary:$3.50-4.00
per hour

Contact: MOBIL OIL MARIANA 18-
LANDS, INC. Tel. 234-7796(2/
12)Th25353

Contact: DFS SAIPAN (2/12)Th70494

COMMONWEALTH CONSTRUCTION & REPAIR

RENOVATIONS @ EXTENSIONS ® REPAIRS @
Panting ® CARPENTRY & MORE

Please Call 322-9200
or Pager # 236-5750

For @

The psport of these 3 prso as lst iCi Tn ea.
Any information regarding this matter please call at 235-3403,
JUNG HEE HYUN
HAN JIHYE
SOO HWAN LIM

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

FOR: PURCHASE OF VEHICLES
OPENING DATE: February 09, 1998

RFP NO.: DPL RFP NOQ. 98-03
TIME: 2:30 p.m.

Interested individuals may pick-up proposal forms and
specifications at the Division of Public Land's office located
in the JTV’s Building, Suite ‘A’ located on As-Lito Road,
Saipan.

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.15 per hour
01 MASON:-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 WELDER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENT., INC.
Tei. 233-3990(2/12)Th25354

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,200.00
per month ) .
Contact: PACIFIC PARAGON, INC.
Tel. 233-3990(2/12)Th25355

01 SUPERVISOR
ary:$1,000.00 per month
Contact: ACTIVE CORPORATION dba
Blue Lagoon Nightclub Tel. 235-0405(2/
12)Th25356

(N.C.)-Sal-

02 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 COOK HELPER, RESTAURANT-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 COOK, RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: E M CORPORATION dba
Midowon Restaurant Tel. 233-2776(2/
12)Th25358

HEIRING:
SALES PERSON
o For locals only.
e Experienced telephone sales helpful.
® Must have friendly personality & aggressive sales attitude.
® CNMI Driver's License & Police Clearance are required.
& Pay commensurate with experience & ability
Package Benefits include Basic Salary, Medical Insurance,
401K Retirement Plan, Paid Vacation and Sick Leave.
‘Last day to apply: February 5, 1998
Please apply in person or call:
Mr. Noel Talsacan .
Human Resources Manager

W/ TRIPLE J SAIPAN.INC.

Triple J Corporate Offices, Middle Road, Gualo Rai »Tels.: 235-7180, 234-1795

mEDIATE Grelng| [(WANTED
One (1) GENERAL MAINTENANCE/
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS FLECTRICIAN
5 MASON, 5 CARPENTERS Safary: $3.50 pe rhour
Apply in person at the 2nd Floor, Basic Construction Apply in person at MIZEKINTERNATIONAL SMPAN €O, LTD.
Supply Beach Road, Chalan Laulau, Saipan. of call Tel, No. 234:5080
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

THIS RELATICNHIP
1S GOMG NOWHERXE. ...

WHATRE THEY
GOING O SAY I

by NEA, Inc.
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T
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CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS

1 Seymour and
Fonda
6 Author Verne

11 Nulliy

12 Distant:
planet

14 12 mos.

15 Makes a
road

17 NBA great
Chamberiain

18 Meadow

20 Slow (music)

22 Unclaimed
mail dept.

23 Atlanta arena

25 Ms.
Gorbachev

27 Half an em

28 Antelope

30 Of a triangle
type -

32 Mineral

34 Protection

35 Playhouse

38 Diner

41 Pronoun

42 Actress Bo

44 Baking —

45 Profit on
bank acct.

47 — Lama

49 Fruit seed

50 Future attys.'
exam

52 Actress
Cicely —

54 Therefore

55 Place

57 Lauren or
Tim —

59 Wanderer

60 Wan

DOWN

1 Aclor Irons

2 Silver symbol

3 Short sleep

4 And others
(2 wds.,
Latin abbr.)

5 Cut

6 Fairness

7 Chaldean
city

8 Lay down
the —

9 Geraint's

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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wife 19 “What's in —
10 Surly —?"
11 Stocking 21 Kind of
material orange
13 Rock 24 Poem by
16 Namesakes Homer
for a Spanish 26 An assumed
queen name

29 Performed

T

12

I DON'T THINK YOURE BEING
FAIR' TO CHARLES, 5IR ..

www unilgdmed:a Com

ONE DAY YOU TELL HIM
WE'RE NOT THINKING OF
HIM . THE NEXT DAY YOU
TELL HIM WE MISS HIM .

5(pUAS 8JMBB POUUN LE61 Q@

V coure N

6AMES, SIR

LOVERS AREN'T
REAL PEOPLE,
MARCIE .

PLAYING
LOVERS'

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

By Stella Wilder

Born today, you are an in-
dustrious, meticulous and stu-
dious individual with a great
curiosity about the world in
which you live, and the will to
learn as much about it as pos-
sible as you progress through
life. Never one to close your
eyes to the kinds of things oth-
ers might overlook or ignore,
you are probably one of the
most knowledgeable and well-
informed individuals born un-
der your own or any other sign.
Current events hold a special
fascination for you, and you
are well-read and up-to-date
when it comes to everyday
information. You are both an
observer and a participant in
life.

There are those who may
disagree with you on major
points concerning ideals,
lifestyles, politics, religion
and the like, but all admire
you for your strength and con-
fidence, and for your willing-
ness to let others think and
believe as they will.

Also born on this date are:
John Forsythe and Tom
Selleck, actors; Greg
Louganis, Olympic diver;
Ann Jillian, actress.

To see what is in store for
you tomorrow, find your birth-
day and read the correspond-
ing paragraph. Let your birth-
day star be your daily guide.

FRIDAY, JAN. 30

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — Something youdo on a
complete lark today is likely
to prove quite memorable and
may, in the end, resuit in in-
creased profits.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — You may be mistaking
what you should do for what
you have been told to do. Once
you make this distinction
clear, your path should be de-
cided.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — A project is nearing a
logical end, but you will be
loathe to see it concluded.
There are ways to keep things
going indefinitely!

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — You may have over-
looked a professional contact
for so long that when you wish
to take advantage of it you
have to re-establish it. Do so!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You may feel uncomfort-
able about doing something
today that doesn’t come natu-
rally, but the quicker you get
down to business the better
you’ll feel.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — A casual discussion
with a co-worker is likely to
result in a few new ideas that
can prove quite profitable —
when their time has come.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
A moment of surprise recog-
nition will have you follow-
ing a path you hadn’texpected

to explore today. Keep your
eyes and ears open.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— You are going to want to
remember certain aspects of
the day, but there are also some
things you’ll want to forget.
Pick and choose!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
— You will be curious to see
how things turn out without
having to maintain hands-on
control at all times. Fortu-
nately, you’ve trained others
very well.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — The more complex
things get for you today, the
more comfortable you'll feel.
You have it over others in that
you can keep many things go-
ing at once.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — You may find
yourself stepping in today for
someone who withdraws un-
expectedly from assigned
tasks. You will fit in quite
well.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — An invitation is
extended to you today, but
you're not going to want to
accept without first consider-
ing all of the practical diffi-
culties.

Copyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

The Fourth of July proves deadlier
to public phones than any other day.
Each summer, as many as 10 percent
of New York City’'s 94,000 public
phones are damaged by M-80s and
other explosives.

(EMBVIE HBUS

10 31 Bar legally
33 Charged with
gas

35 Troqsers

17 fabric

39 He'’s known
as the

“Wizard of
Menlo Park”

40 inform (2
wds.)
43 Buckwheat

46 Mexican

sandwich

48 Debt notes
(abbr.)

51 Scottish cap

53 — degree

56 Spanish
article

58 “— Deum”

i
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YOU'RE PROBABLY WONDER-
ING WHY I KEEP A SKATE-
BOARD BY MY BED. YOU'LL
LEARN WHY IF YOU CAN
REPLACE THE MISSING
VOWELS (AE,I,0U) IN
My ANSWER BELOW.

ek IZers

by Dick Rogers

© 1993 Unded Foaturo Syndxat, Inc. 1/19
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LIS (AP) —
"Reggie Miller,
selectedearlierin
.the day for his
fourth All-Star

scored 20 points,
including a 3-
! pointer. with 36
© secondsleftasthe

Pacers beat the

‘Washington Wizards 85-84 Tuesday
night.

Rik Smits, named an All-Star for
the first time, added 14 points but
spent much of the second half on the
bench with a jammed finger.

INDIANAPO-.

appearance,.

Juwan Howard led the Wizards
with 25 points and Chris Webber
added 18 and 11 rebounds.

After Miller’s 3-pointer, Webber
missed a shot, but Calbert Cheaney
got the rebound and scored to pull
Washington within one. Miller
then missed another 3-pointer, but
Mark Jackson stripped the ball
from Rod Strickland as the Wiz-
ards tried to set up for a winning
basket in the final seconds.

Cheaney added 20 points for
Washington.

Timberwolves 113, Hawks 96

In Minneapolis, Tom Gugliotta
had 26 points and nine assists as
Minnesota handed Atlantaits fifth
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Pacers beat Wizards, 85-84

straight loss.

StephonMarburyadded 21 points
and eight assists for the Wolves,
who have wonnine of theirlast 10
home games and eight of nine
overall. .

Alan Henderson scored a ca-
reer-high 27 points off the bench
for the Hawks, who went 6-for-
21 in the third quarter when Min-
nesota blew the game open be-
hind eight points by Gugliotta.

Mookie Blaylock had 19 points
and nine assists for Atlanta, which
was playing its fourth game in
five nights.

Bucks 83, Pistons 81
In Milwaukee, Armon Gilliam

By RON SIRAK
NEW YORK (AP) — Twice in
Tiger Woods’ 17-month pro career
the cold shadow of death sent shiv-
ers across his dreams,

Twiceitseemed asif Earl Woods
—-the man who made the Tiger—
would die before seeing his son
achieve golfing greatniess.

Butnotonly did Earl Woodslive
to see his son win the Masters ina
manner that pushed golf from the
sports pages to the front pages, this
week he will play with Tigerinapro
tournament for the first time — the
AT&TPebble Beach National Pro-
Am.

If Wednesday starts the Year of
the Tiger on the Chinese calendar,
then there could be no more fitting
week for Tiger Woods to play with
the man he calls “my Pop.”

Somany times withTiger Woods
there seems to be something magi-
cal going on — the way he won at
Pumpkin Ridge, the way he won at
Augusta. This is another one of

Tiger and

Pope to play Pebbie

those times.

Playing together at Pebble was
something that a year ago neither of
them thought would happen.

Justwhen Tiger was about to fulfill
the 20-year destiny Earl mapped for
him, it seemed as if Earl would die.

The first shudder of fear came on
anOctober nightin Tulsa, Oklahoma
in 1996 when Earl was rushed froma

- hotel room shortly before 3 am,,

gasping for breath.

Heart attack, although no one
would admit it at the time.

The following moming, play-
ing on justa few hourssleepinthe
second round of the Tour Cham-
pionship, Tiger Woods had the
worst round of his brief pro ca-
reer. :

“I didn’t want to be here to-
day,” Woods said. “Tlove my dad
todeath. ] just wantto go seehim.”

That choice of words captured the
intense emotion between father and

son, a relationship forged by those’

early golf lessons in a California ga-

_ tions almost killed him.

rage when Tiger was barely a tod-
dler.

What might have captured the
bond between the two even more
that day was the fact that Tiger
Woods never considered with-
drawing from the tournament.

. That is not what Earl Woods
—Col. Earl Woods of the Green
Berets — would have wanted.

The closer brush with death
came nearly a year ago when
Earl Woods had quadruple heart
bypass surgery. -

The operation went well enough
but several weeks later complica-

‘T was in la-la land there for a
while,” Earl Woods said late
last year.

Then with a shrug and a
chuckle that shook his bear-like
body, Earl Woods seemed to
put the matter aside as if it were
just another successful patrol
into an enemy-infested jungle
in Vietnam.

came off the bench to score 10 of
his 15 points in the fourth quarter
for Milwaukee.

Glenn Robinson scored 12 of
his 14 points in the second half for
the Bucks, who have three straight
wins for the first time this season.

Joe Dumarsled the Pistons with
20points, and Grant Hill and Jerry
Stackhouse had 19 apiece.

"Detroit was without leading
rebounder Brian Williams, side-
lined by a knee injury.

Hornets 120, Suns 113, 20T

In Charlotte, North Carolina,
GlenRice scored 13 of Charlotte’s
final 26 points and wound up with
42.

Mindiana Pacers’ Reggie Miller (31) is fouled by Was

Rice, named an Eastern Con-
ference All-Starearlierintheday,
was held to seven points in the
first half on 2-for-8 field-goal
shooting.

He made 13 of 21 the rest of the
way as the Hornets won for the
fourth time in five games.

Anthony Mason added 20
points, 13 rebounds and six as-
sists for Charlotte, and Matt Gei-
gerhad 10 points and 13 rebounds.

Phoenix got a season-high 30
points from Antonio McDyess,
but he fouled out with 1:44
left in regulation. Rex
Chapman added 20 points and
Steve Nash had 18.

£28

hington Wizards’

Calbert Cheaney as they battle for a rebound during the first quarter in

Indianapolis, Tuesday. ap

Earl Woods hits from the fairway on the eighth hole of the Spyglass Hill

Golf Course as his son Tiger Woods looks on during a practice round
in Pebble Beach, Calif., Tuesday The pair will play together as a team
when the AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro-Am begins on Thursday.

AP

Thousands Pack

Denver for
‘Broncosrally

By SANDY SHORE

DENVER (AP) — Thousands of
cheering Denver Broncos fans, in-
cluding some clinging to traffic lights
and others on rooftops, paid homage
to the Super Bowl champions during
aparade and rally that nearty brought
downtown to a standstill.

The fans, estimated by city offi-
cials at 400,000 strong, stood five
deepalongthe mile-plusparade route,
waving homemade signs and pen-
nants or tossing confetti and rolls of
toilet paper high into the air as the
Broncos traveled slowly past in fire
trucks and buses with open windows.

City officials stopped the entou-
rage at times when fans swarmed the
buses, blocking the street,

The players leaned out the bus
windows to high-five fans and sign
autographs, delaying the start of the
rally for more than an hour.

By the time the players reached
Civic Center Park, the orange-and-
blue throng began cheering “Elway!
Elway! Elway!”

Quarterback JohnElway raised his
arms with forefingers pointing sky-
ward, and then held up the Vince
Lombardi trophy and gestured to his
teammates to join him at the front of
the stage.

Hingis . ..

Continued from page 24

Huber left a job unfinished in
the final of the Australian Open
two years ago.

Huber, who has never quite
emerged from the shadow of fel-
low German Steffi Graf, gave
herself a chance to establish her-
self as a Grand Slam champion at
last.

“From the beginning, I played the
waylwantto play,” Hubersaid.Iwas
patient and I was waiting for my
chances.

She saved the only set point against
her, at 6-7 in the first-set tiebreaker,
withaswinging volley frommidcourt.

“I'took a risk at important points,

and I'think that’s why Iwon,” Huber

said.
An occasionally erratic player, the
10th-seeded Huber withstood the

pressure of Sanchez Vicario’s re-
lentless attack, came up withsome
imaginative drops, and chased
down shots that seemed to be out
of her reach.

Sanchez Vicario, seeded No. 7
after winningatuneupinSydney last
week with victories over Venus
and Serena Williams, turned out
to be a little wilder against Huber.

The Spaniard, who won the
French Open twice and the U.S.
Open once, sprayed 44 unforced
errors — 10 more than Huber —
and had only one more winner.

Huber reached her only Grand
Slam final at the 1996 Australian
Open, only to lose 6-4, 6-1 to
Monica Seles.

Since that match, Huber has
struggled, dropping from No. 4in
the rankings that year and never
going beyond the fourth round of
a major in her next seven appear-
ances. '

NMI. ..

Continued from page 24

quirements.

Registration is currently filling
up.

Meantime, Sakovich said that
Jess Ranquenollo, Bruno Della
Pozza, Val Welsh and Bill
Sakovich participated in the

World Masters Games in
Brisbane, Australia in 1994.

Welsh and Della Pozza both
competed in Judo while
Ranquenollo, Welsh and himself
competed in Swimming.

Sakovich said anyone or any
teaminterested in joining the 1998
Nike World Masters Games can
contact him at the gym through
234-1001/02.
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By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
CNMI sports enthusiasts are in-
vited to join the Nike World Mas-
ters Games slated from-Aug. 9 to
22 in Portland, Oregon.

Among those who have so far
signified interest to participate is
CNMI acting Sports and Recre-
ations Director Bill Sakovichwho
said he is considering enlisting in
the swimming competition.
Previous World Masters Games

were held in Brisbane, Australia
in 1994, Denmark in 1989 and
Toronto, Canada in 1985.

Its been 4 years since the last
World Masters Games was held.

The games are the largest par-
ticipatory multisport competition
in the world, bringing together
about 25,000 men and women
from over 100 countries to com-
pete in 25 sports.

The games that will be held in
the Masters Games are track &

-

~ -
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Bust a move. The Saipan Super Motion Dancers entertain at the 3rd Annual Malboro Kart Championship

held over the weekend.

CEyore

for all women’s softball team
for the upcoming league.

_Final registration has been
push back until today, and tenta-
tively the league will start on
February 21st. So if you haven’t
sign up please do so.

The women'’s league will be
played on Saturday’s until the
Men’s Division B finishes and it
will be scheduled for Tuesday
and Thursdays.

Thisleague will determine the
All Stars Women's Softball
Team for the Micronesian
Games on August of this year.

For more information, please

contact Joe Torres at 234-6098.
) *kk

THIS is to inform all the partici-

pants of the Buffaloes Fun Run
that Marianas Visitors Bureau-
will be conducting an orienta-
tion at the MVB Office located
former Professional Building in
San Jose.

The orientation will be on Fri-
day, January 30 from 5:00 p.m.
to 5:30 p.m. All Japanese speak-
ing participants are asked to at-
tend the 5:00 p.m. orientation

- Marianas Variety 5,

- THIS is to inform all teams that .
the Saipan Softball Association rswillbe
is still accepting late registration - cussed during the orientation:”:
so we ask that all participants

Important matters

be present. We will be accept-
ing applicants on this day, if -
you have not registered please
do so on this-day.

For more information, please
call MVB for Ed Diaz or Jack
Diaz at 664-3214 or 664-3210.

k¥ :
ALL interested person urged to
attend their first meeting on
Wednesday, January 28th, 7:30
p-m. at the Corner Pocket in
Garapan.

For more information plese
contact Fred or Ki at 233-
POOL.

dkk
THIS is to inform all the
Refalawasch Golfers Associa-
tion that the upcoming tourna-
ment will beon Saturday, Janu-
ary 31.

Tee-off time will be at 9:22
a.m. showtime will be at 8:30.

Its open to the first 24 partici-
pants. The score to beat is 68
which is John Lizama.

For more information please
contact Tony Rogolifoi at 234-
1001/1002. (.. Castro)

Photo courtesy of Frank M. Eliptico

By STEVE WILSTEIN
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
— For Martina Hingis, it was
paybacktime against Mary Pierce.

Hingis romped over Pierce 6-2,
6-3 at the Australian Open on
Wednesday to set up a semifinal
clash against Anke Huber, a 7-6
(9-7), 7-5 victor over Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario.

A year ago, Hingis won the
Australian, beating Pierce 6-2, 6-

2 in the final, to begin her ascent:

to No. 1 in the rankings and her
run of triumphs in three Grand
Slam events.

But despite all her success,
Hingis spent the winter ruminat-
ing about her season-ending,
three-set dismissal by Pierce in
the fourth round of the Chase
Championships in New York.

Though that was only the fifth
loss by Hingis in 80 matches over
the year, the memory of it lin-
gered.

Hingis blamed the loss on fa-
tigue, and she came back to Aus-
tralia determined to get a little
revenge,

The 17-year-old from Switzer-
land did just that with five aces
against the fifth-seeded Pierce,
and some stunning returns that

field, badminton, baseball, bas-
ketball, and bowling.

Other categories include canoe/
Kayak, cycling, diving, fencing,
football (soccer), golf,
orienteering, rowing, rugby, sail-
ing/windsurfing, shooting, soft-
ball,squash, swimming, table ten-
nis, tennis, triathlon, volleyball,
water polo and weightlifting.

The Masters is simply an age
designation. Most events require
the individual to be 30 years or

older by August 9, 1998.

However, each sport in the
Games may have different age
requirements.

The games are open to anyone.
Participants compete for them-
selves-there are no country del-
egations.

Beyond the age requirements
and membership in'the particular
event’s governing body, there are

no competition qualification re-
ontinued on page

CNMI Little League Set

By Priscilla T. Castro
Variety News Staff

- THE UMPIRE'S Clinic for the upcoming CNMI Little :eague Baseball
Season has been set for Feb. 13-15.

It was confirmed that Andy Konar, Litfle League International umpire
from Pennyslvania, will conduct the clinic on these.days. .

The clinics will be conducted both in the gym and out on the ballfield.

Umpires who will attend these clinics will be certified by Konar to
officiate in the upcoming leagues. '

Acting Director for Sports and Recreation Bill Sakovich has confirmed
that there are 3 participants from Palau, 1 from Pohnpei and afew fromRota
and Tinian. :

He said the clinic was also made possible by Little League Far East
Administrator Mamotu Itoh. ‘

Everyone officiating the games are required to take this clinic before they .

are allowed to participate in the upcoming games. :
Likewise, coaches are also required to attend to enable them to get more
knowledge of the rules and regulations of the Little League.
Registration is limited and names of those joining are needed on or before

February 9, 1998.

For more information, you may call CNME-LLB Assistant District
Adminstrator Tony Rogolifoi or Bill Sakovich at tels. 234-1001/1002.

Hingis advances to semi-finals

left Pierce staring as the ball went
past.

Hingis kept her unforced errors
to a minimum, a mere 10, while
Pierce sprayed 30.

R

i
Ny g,

Yet Hingis was still aiming for
the lines more, and hitting them
frequently, as she produced 24

clean winners to Pierce’s 20.

Continued on page 23

Martina Hingis of Switzerland jubilates after defeating Mary Pierce of

France 6-2, 6-3, at the Australian Open Tennis Championships in

Melbourne, Wednesday. ap
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