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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII ' NEWS

STATEMENT OF SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE 
BEFORE THE MAY 26, 1992 KAPALUA CONFERENCE 

CULTURAL VALUES IN AN AGE OF TECHNOLOGY

GOOD MORNING. ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF HAWAI'I, I 
WELCOME YOU TO OUR ISLANDS. THIS MORNING, YOU HAVE 
WITNESSED SOME OF THE GREATNESS OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF 
OUR ISLANDS, AND IN THE COMING DAYS, YOU WILL BE LEARNING 
MORE ABOUT THEIR VIEWS ON THE MATTERS YOU WILL BE 
DISCUSSING.

TODAY I WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE SOME OF MY 
THOUGHTS WITH YOU.

ALL OF US ARE INSULAR PEOPLE. WE ARE THE TRUSTEES 
OF THIS VAST OCEAN AREA. WE ARE ALSO THE SUCCESSORS TO 
GREAT CIVILIZATIONS THAT FLOURISHED ON THESE ISLANDS.

THIS YEAR, THE UNITED STATES IS OBSERVING AND 
CELEBRATING THE FIVE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VOYAGE 
OF COLUMBUS ACROSS THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. MOVIES ARE BEING 
FILMED, BOOKS ARE BEING WRITTEN, DOCUMENTARIES ARE BEING 
PREPARED, AND PLAYS ON BROADWAY WILL BE PERFORMED TO 
COMMEMORATE THIS HISTORIC VOYAGE.

BUT YET, WE WHO ARE GATHERED HERE, KNOW THAT 1,200 
YEARS BEFORE THE HISTORIC VOYAGE OF COLUMBUS, A SMALL 
GROUP OF POLYNESIANS LEFT THEIR ISLAND HOME SOMEWHERE IN 
THE MARQUESAS OR THE COOK ISLANDS OR TAHITI OR SAMOA — 
WE WILL NEVER KNOW — BUT IT WAS FROM POLYNESIA, AND 
THESE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN IN DOUBLE-HULLED CANOES SET 
THEIR SIGHTS ON A STAR AND SAILED FOR HAVA'IKI.

AFTER MANY WEEKS THEY SIGHTED THE SMOKE AND RED 
FLAMES OF PELE AND THEY KNEW THEY HAD ARRIVED IN 
HAVA'IKI. FROM THAT MOMENT AND FOR THE TWO HUNDRED YEARS 
THAT FOLLOWED, POLYNESIANS TRAVELED TO AND FROM HAWAII TO 
THE MANY ISLANDS IN THE PACIFIC ON MORE THAN 200 VOYAGES.

THIS WAS THE AGE OF THE VOYAGERS AND IT LASTED FOR 
ABOUT TWO HUNDRED YEARS.

THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT THIS VOYAGE OF THE 
POLYNESIANS WAS IN MANY WAYS A MORE MAGNIFICENT AND
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DRAMATIC DEMONSTRATION OF HUMAN KIND'S COURAGE AND HUMAN 
KIND'S CONFIDENCE IN THE GREAT SPIRITS THAT GUIDED THEM.

IT WAS THE GRAND EVIDENCE OF THE BRILLIANCE OF THE 
POLYNESIAN CULTURE AND YET IT SEEMS TO BE ONE OF THE BEST 
KEPT SECRETS OF THESE MANY ISLANDS RANGING FROM NEW 
ZEALAND TO PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND NORTH TO THE MARIANAS.

MEN AND WOMEN LIVED IN PEACE NOT ONLY AMONG 
THEMSELVES BUT WITH NATURE. HERE IN HAWAII — THIS 
ISLAND CHAIN — WE HAD OVER SIX HUNDRED AQUACULTURE 
FACILITIES, AND IN THESE PONDS, MARINE FISH, FRESH WATER 
FISH, AND SEAWEED WERE RAISED AND HARVESTED. THIS WAS 
DONE LONG BEFORE THE WESTERN WORLD FOUND THE WORD 
AQUACULTURE.

TODAY, A KEY WORD IN ANY GOVERNMENT'S DELIBERATIONS 
IS "ENVIRONMENT". IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IT WAS NOT THE 
ISLAND PEOPLES THAT WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DESTRUCTION 
OF OUR ENVIRONMENT, BECAUSE THEY WERE WORTHY CUSTODIANS 
AND TRUSTEES OF THEIR LANDS — THEIR FORESTS — THEIR 
PLANTS — THEIR BIRDS AND WATERS. IT IS AN INTERNATIONAL 
TRAGEDY THAT THE REST OF THE WORLD HAS YET TO DISCOVER 
THE GREAT WORTH AND VALUE OF THE ISLAND PEOPLES.

HOWEVER, THERE ARE ENTERPRISING PEOPLE WHO HAVE SEEN 
THE FINANCIAL VALUE OF SOME OF THE TEACHINGS OF THE 
ISLAND PEOPLE. THERE IS MUCH VALUE TO ALOE FOR SUNTAN 
LOTIONS AND MEDICATION. MANY OF OUR HERBS AND PLANTS 
HAVE NOW FOUND THEIR WAY INTO PHARMACEUTICALS.

THE POLYNESIAN TECHNIQUES OF AQUACULTURE ARE UNDER 
CLOSE STUDY AND SCRUTINY — THE WORLD HAS MUCH TO LEARN - 
- TO LEARN, IN THIS AGE OF TECHNOLOGY, FROM THESE ISLAND 
PEOPLES.

THEY MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN THE STUDIES THAT WILL 
SOON BE UNDERTAKEN ON THIS ISLAND TO DETERMINE THE SOURCE 
OF GREEN ALGAE AND TO PREVENT ITS SPREAD.

THE TITLE OF THIS CONFERENCE SEEMS TO SUGGEST THAT 
ISLAND PEOPLES SHOULD SOMEHOW ADAPT THEMSELVES TO LIVE IN 
THIS AGE OF TECHNOLOGY. IT SHOULD BE JUST THE OPPOSITE.

LEADERS SHOULD COME TO THESE ISLANDS TO LEARN HOW TO 
LIVE WITH NATURE IN THIS AGE OF TECHNOLOGY.

IT IS A COMMON PERCEPTION THAT TOURISM STANDS AS A 
THREAT TO THE TRADITIONAL WAYS OF THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE, 
BUT I WOULD CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO OUR EXPERIENCE, HERE 
IN HAWAII. FOR WHILE PEOPLE FROM NATIONS AROUND THE 
WORLD MAY COME TO OUR SHORES TO BEHOLD THE BEAUTY OF OUR 
ISLANDS — THE VOLCANIC MOUNTAINS, THE RICH FOLIAGE — 
AND TO BASK IN THE WARMTH OF OUR TROPICAL CLIMES, THEY 
ALSO COME FOR ANOTHER REASON — AND THAT REASON IS THE 
MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL.
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MANY OF THOSE WHO TRAVEL HERE FROM FARAWAY PLACES 
COME HERE BECAUSE THEY WANT TO UNDERSTAND THOSE THINGS 
THAT ARE EXOTIC TO THEM — THEY WANT TO UNDERSTAND THE 
WAYS OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF THESE ISLANDS — THEIR 
HISTORY, THEIR CULTURE, THEIR LANGUAGE, THEIR DANCE, 
THEIR SONGS, THEIR TRADITIONS AND THEIR VALUES. IT IS 
THE NATIVE PEOPLE THAT MAKE OUR ISLANDS UNIQUE, AND IN A 
STRANGE WAY, TOURISM HAS DONE MUCH TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
REVIVAL OF HAWAIIAN CULTURE.

THAT OBSERVATION LEADS ME TO ANOTHER ASPECT OF OUR 
LIVES — THE PRESENCE OF MILITARY AND NAVAL FORCES IN OUR 
MIDST.

THOUGH WE ARE COGNIZANT OF THE NECESSITY OF SUCH 
PRESENCE, WE SHOULD LET IT BE KNOWN THAT WE ARE UNHAPPY 
AT THE CONTINUATION OF THE DETONATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
IN OUR MIDST.

WE SHOULD LET IT BE KNOWN THAT THOUGH WE WELCOME 
THEIR PRESENCE FOR THE SAKE OF SECURITY, WE HOPE THAT 
THEIR PRESENCE WILL BE CAREFULLY CONTROLLED TO AVOID 
ACCIDENTS WITH NATURE.

I SHOULD COMMEND YOU ALL — LEADERS OF THIS AREA - 
- FOR HAVING MADE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN TO THE LEADERS OF THE 
WORLD.

I RECALL YOUR CONCERNS OVER THE WEAPONS DESTRUCTION 
FACILITY AT JOHNSTON ISLAND — AND IN RESPONSE TO YOUR 
CONCERN, EVERY CONCEIVABLE PRECAUTION IS NOW BEING TAKEN 
TO ASSURE THE SAFE DESTRUCTION OF DANGEROUS WEAPONS OF 
DEATH.

AND THAT LEADS ME TO THE NEXT ASPECT OF OUR MEETING 
— COMMUNICATION. WE HAVE SO MUCH TO SAY — WE HAVE SO 
MUCH TO OFFER — AND IN THIS AGE OF TECHNOLOGY, WE MUST 
BE PROVIDED WITH THE INSTRUMENTS OF TRANSMITTING AND 
COMMUNICATING OUR THOUGHTS.

OVER THE YEARS I HAVE WORKED ON SEVERAL 
COMMUNICATIONS PROGRAMS, BUT THERE IS ONE THAT IS 
ESPECIALLY RELEVANT TO THOSE OF US WHO ARE GATHERED HERE 
TODAY. THAT IS THE PEACE SATELLITE PROGRAM WHICH SERVES 
AS A LINK FOR ALL OF US IN THE PACIFIC TO PROVIDE 
EDUCATIONAL, MEDICAL AND CULTURAL PROGRAMS AS WELL AS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES.

IT HAS HELPED TO PROVIDE MEDICAL AID DURING A 
CHOLERA OUTBREAK, EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE THROUGH REMOTE 
CLASSROOM LEARNING, AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES AMONG THE 
PEOPLE OF OUR DIFFERENT NATIONS. IT HAS SERVED THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY INTERESTS OF EACH OF OUR NATIONS AND 
HAS FOSTERED A GREATER UNDERSTANDING AMONGST OUR PEOPLES.
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IN HAWAII, WE HAVE THE HAWAII INTERACTIVE TELEVISION 
SERVICE WHICH HAS ENABLED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
INTERACTIVE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT THE STATE.

BUT, WE SHOULD NOT ONLY COMMUNICATE AMONG THE ISLAND 
PEOPLES. THAT IS IMPORTANT — TO EXCHANGE IDEAS AND HELP 
EACH OTHER — BUT WE SHOULD ALSO EXPAND OUR COMMUNICATION 
TO THE LEADERS OF OTHER LANDS TO TELL THEM WHAT THEY CAN 
LEARN FROM ISLAND PEOPLES.

LET US NOT KEEP THE GREATNESS OF YOUR PEOPLES A 
SECRET ANY LONGER. YOU HAVE MUCH TO OFFER THE WORLD AND 
THE WORLD HAS MUCH TO LEARN FROM YOU.

IN HAWAII, WE SPEND HUGE SUMS TO BUILD HIGHWAYS BUT 
WE MAKE CERTAIN THAT EVEN BEFORE THE FIRST FOOT OF 
HIGHWAY IS ADDED TO OUR SOIL, EVERY CONCEIVABLE STEP IS 
TAKEN TO STUDY THE AREA INVOLVED TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT 
SACRED SITES ARE NOT DESECRATED OR PLACED IN JEOPARDY.

PLACES OF HISTORIC VALUE REMAIN UNSPOILED. SUCH HAS 
BEEN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE GREAT CONTROVERSY OVER THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE H-3 HIGHWAY ON THE ISLAND OF O'AHU. 
THIS HIGHWAY MAY BECOME THE MOST EXPENSIVE HIGHWAY IN THE 
UNITED STATES, SIMPLY IN ORDER TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT 
HISTORIC AND SACRED SITES ARE NOT PLACED IN JEOPARDY.

THERE WAS A TIME THAT HIGHWAYS WERE BUILT IN A 
FASHION THAT A HIGHWAY WAS JUST A STRAIGHT LINE BETWEEN 
TWO POINTS. BUT TODAY OUR HIGHWAYS AVOID THESE 
IRREPLACEABLE SITES. SINCE THEY ARE IRREPLACEABLE, THEY 
ARE PRICELESS.

ACKNOWLEDGING THIS, WE HAVE PROCEEDED WITH GREAT 
CARE. ON THIS ISLAND OF MAUI, FOR INSTANCE, A HOTEL THAT 
IS VERY NEAR WHERE WE MEET TODAY, WAS SCHEDULED TO BE 
CONSTRUCTED. BUT WHEN THE DEVELOPER AND THE PROPERTY 
OWNER WERE ADVISED OF THE EXISTENCE OF AN IMPORTANT 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN BURIAL SITE, THIS DEVELOPER — WITHOUT 
BEING FORCED TO BY THE COURTS, AND AT GREAT EXPENSE TO 
HIMSELF, HIS FAMILY AND HIS COMPANY — CHANGED ALL THE 
PLANS FOR THIS HOTEL TO PROTECT THIS SACRED BURIAL SITE.

WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE MEN AND WOMEN OF SUCH 
ENLIGHTENMENT IN OUR MIDST.

THEN THERE IS THE MATTER OF THE ISLAND OF KAHOOLAWE. 
AS A RESULT OF THE VOICE OF NATIVE HAWAIIANS, THE 
POWERFUL UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HAS STOPPED 
ALL MILITARY ACTIVITY WHILE THIS MATTER IS BEING STUDIED 
BY A COMMISSION OF HAWAII CITIZENS. WE AWAIT THEIR 
RECOMMENDATIONS.

IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT EVENTS OF HISTORY NEED NOT 
DICTATE THE MANNER IN WHICH WE LIVE OUR LIVES TODAY — 
MISTAKES OF THE PAST CAN BE UNDONE IN SOME INSTANCES.
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IN MY SERVICE IN THE SENATE, I HAVE HAD THE UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY OF WORKING WITH ALL OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF 
THE UNITED STATES IN MY CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS.

AND IN THAT CAPACITY, I HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF WORKING 
WITH MY COLLEAGUES IN THE CONGRESS TO ENACT A FEDERAL LAW 
— KNOWN AS THE NATIVE AMERICAN GRAVE PROTECTION AND 
REPATRIATION ACT — WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE RETURN OF THE 
HUMAN REMAINS OF OUR NATIVE ANCESTORS, AND FOR THE RETURN 
OF THEIR SACRED OBJECTS FROM THE GREAT MUSEUMS AND 
SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS OF THE WORLD.

NATIVE HAWAIIANS WERE THE FIRST PEOPLE TO EXERCISE 
THEIR RIGHTS UNDER THIS ACT, BY CALLING UPON THE GREAT 
MUSEUMS, SUCH AS THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION IN 
WASHINGTON, AND THE GREAT SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS, TO 
RETURN THE REMAINS OF THEIR LOVED ONES.

THIS CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES HAS ALSO ENACTED 
LAWS TO RESTORE THE HEALTH STATUS OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF 
THESE ISLANDS — BECAUSE, AS WE ALL KNOW, THE HEALTH OF 
OUR NATIVE PEOPLE WAS DEVASTATED BY THE DISEASES THAT 
WERE IMPORTED TO OUR ISLANDS AND THE NATIVE POPULATION 
WAS DECIMATED.

AND FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER IN FEDERAL LAW, THE 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN HEALTH CARE IMPROVEMENT ACT RECOGNIZES 
THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITIONAL NATIVE HEALERS IN THE 
DELIVERY OF COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CARE.

NATIVE HAWAIIANS ARE ENGAGED IN MAKING WORLD HISTORY 
IN THIS AREA — BECAUSE THEY ARE THE FIRST NATIVE PEOPLE 
IN THE UNITED STATES TO BUILD A HEALTH CARE SYSTEM FROM 
THE GRASS ROOTS LEVEL — A HEALTH CARE SYSTEM THAT IS 
BASED UPON CONCEPTS OF WHAT WE CALL OHANA — THE 
IMMEDIATE AND THE EXTENDED FAMILY, THE COMMUNITY, AND THE 
PEOPLE — AS ONE.

TODAY IN HAWAII, A GREAT MOVEMENT HAS BEGUN — A 
MOVEMENT TOWARD THE RESTORATION OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE 
NATIVE PEOPLE OF THESE ISLANDS. THIS MOVEMENT IS 
SUPPORTED BY OTHER NATIVE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED STATES — 
IT IS A MOVEMENT WHICH REFLECTS THE COMMITMENT TO SELF­
DETERMINATION OF THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN COMMUNITY.

THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF HAWAII WILL ONE DAY BE RETURNED 
TO THE SOVEREIGN STATUS THEY ENJOYED BEFORE THE OVERTHROW 
OF QUEEN LILIOUKALANI, AND THEY WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE 
DETERMINATION OF THEIR OWN DESTINY.



Statement by Senator Inouye
Page -6-

IN MANY WAYS, WE ARE FORTUNATE THAT TECHNOLOGY HAS 
NOT PRESENTED A CHALLENGE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR 
ISLANDS UNTIL VERY RECENTLY, BECAUSE IN THIS DAY AND AGE, 
WE HAVE THE MEANS TO BECOME TECHNOLOGICALLY SOPHISTICATED 
— AND THUS, TO DETERMINE HOW WE WILL USE TECHNOLOGY TO 
SERVE OUR GOALS AND OBJECTIVES — NOT TO HAVE TECHNOLOGY 
DICTATE OR DETERMINE HOW WE WILL LIVE.

TODAY, WE CAN DEMAND THAT ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY BE 
USED FOR OUR BENEFIT — ADVANCES WHICH WILL MINIMIZE THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL IMPACTS OF OLDER 
TECHNOLOGY.

IT IS WITHIN OUR ABILITY TO CONTROL TECHNOLOGY — TO 
SHAPE THE PACE AND GROWTH OF TECHNOLOGY — WE CAN REQUIRE 
THAT THE USE OF MODERN TECHNOLOGY BRING WITH IT — 
BENEFITS TO OUR ISLAND COMMUNITIES.

WE CAN INSIST THAT LARGE-SCALE DEVELOPMENT BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY THE DEVELOPMENT OF NECESSARY 
INFRASTRUCTURE TO SERVE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES AND 
PEOPLES.

IN MANY RESPECTS, WE HAVE BEEN SPARED THE MISTAKES 
AND THE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH LESSER DEVELOPED 
TECHNOLOGIES.

WE CAN SELECT FROM A MODERN MENU OF HIGHLY ADVANCED 
IMPROVEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY, AND DO SO WITH A SENSITIVITY 
TO RETAINING THAT WHICH IS INHERENTLY AND IRREPLACEABLY 
OURS. WE NEED NOT SACRIFICE OUR VALUES, OUR IDEALS, OUR 
CULTURE OR OUR TRADITIONS IN THE PROCESS.

THE KEY ELEMENT IN ALL THAT WILL BE DISCUSSED OVER 
THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS IS INVOLVEMENT — THE INVOLVEMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE — IN 
THE PLANNING FOR GROWTH AND CHANGE. THIS INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE PLANNING FOR THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY WILL ASSURE THAT 
WHAT IS NEW IS NOT ALIEN.

INVOLVEMENT OF THE PEOPLE WILL ASSURE THAT WHAT IS 
NEW IS WELL ENOUGH UNDERSTOOD SO THAT IT NEED NOT 
OVERCOME OUR CULTURES NOR OUR TRADITIONAL WAYS OF LIFE.

WE ISLAND PEOPLE HAVE MUCH TO OFFER TO OUR WORLD.
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DRAMATIC DEMONSTRATION OF HUMAN KIND'S COURAGE AND HUMAN 
KIND'S CONFIDENCE IN THE GREAT SPIRITS THAT GUIDED THEM.

IT WAS THE GRAND EVIDENCE OF THE BRILLIANCE OF THE 
POLYNESIAN CULTURE AND YET IT SEEMS TO BE ONE OF THE BEST 
KEPT SECRETS OF THESE MANY ISLANDS RANGING FROM NEW 
ZEALAND TO PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND NORTH TO THE MARIANAS.

MEN AND WOMEN LIVED IN PEACE NOT ONLY AMONG 
THEMSELVES BUT WITH NATURE. HERE IN HAWAII — THIS 
ISLAND CHAIN — WE HAD OVER SIX HUNDRED AQUACULTURE 
FACILITIES, AND IN THESE PONDS, MARINE FISH, FRESH WATER 
FISH, AND SEAWEED WERE RAISED AND HARVESTED. THIS WAS 
DONE LONG BEFORE THE WESTERN WORLD FOUND THE WORD 
AQUACULTURE.

TODAY, A KEY WORD IN ANY GOVERNMENT'S DELIBERATIONS 
IS "ENVIRONMENT". IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IT WAS NOT THE 
ISLAND PEOPLES THAT WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DESTRUCTION 
OF OUR ENVIRONMENT, BECAUSE THEY WERE WORTHY CUSTODIANS 
AND TRUSTEES OF THEIR LANDS — THEIR FORESTS — THEIR 
PLANTS — THEIR BIRDS AND WATERS. IT IS AN INTERNATIONAL 
TRAGEDY THAT THE REST OF THE WORLD HAS YET TO DISCOVER 
THE GREAT WORTH AND VALUE OF THE ISLAND PEOPLES.

HOWEVER, THERE ARE ENTERPRISING PEOPLE WHO HAVE SEEN 
THE FINANCIAL VALUE OF SOME OF THE TEACHINGS OF THE 
ISLAND PEOPLE. THERE IS MUCH VALUE TO ALOE FOR SUNTAN 
LOTIONS AND MEDICATION. MANY OF OUR HERBS AND PLANTS 
HAVE NOW FOUND THEIR WAY INTO PHARMACEUTICALS.

THE POLYNESIAN TECHNIQUES OF AQUACULTURE ARE UNDER 
CLOSE STUDY AND SCRUTINY — THE WORLD HAS MUCH TO LEARN - 
- TO LEARN, IN THIS AGE OF TECHNOLOGY, FROM THESE ISLAND 
PEOPLES.

THEY MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN THE STUDIES THAT WILL 
SOON BE UNDERTAKEN ON THIS ISLAND TO DETERMINE THE SOURCE 
OF GREEN ALGAE AND TO PREVENT ITS SPREAD.

THE TITLE OF THIS CONFERENCE SEEMS TO SUGGEST THAT 
ISLAND PEOPLES SHOULD SOMEHOW ADAPT THEMSELVES TO LIVE IN 
THIS AGE OF TECHNOLOGY. IT SHOULD BE JUST THE OPPOSITE.

LEADERS SHOULD COME TO THESE ISLANDS TO LEARN HOW TO 
LIVE WITH NATURE IN THIS AGE OF TECHNOLOGY.

IT IS A COMMON PERCEPTION THAT TOURISM STANDS AS A 
THREAT TO THE TRADITIONAL WAYS OF THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE, 
BUT I WOULD CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO OUR EXPERIENCE, HERE 
IN HAWAII. FOR WHILE PEOPLE FROM NATIONS AROUND THE 
WORLD MAY COME TO OUR SHORES TO BEHOLD THE BEAUTY OF OUR 
ISLANDS — THE VOLCANIC MOUNTAINS, THE RICH FOLIAGE — 
AND TO BASK IN THE WARMTH OF OUR TROPICAL CLIMES, THEY 
ALSO COME FOR ANOTHER REASON -- AND THAT REASON IS THE 
MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL.
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MANY OF THOSE WHO TRAVEL HERE FROM FARAWAY PLACES 
COME HERE BECAUSE THEY WANT TO UNDERSTAND THOSE THINGS 
THAT ARE EXOTIC TO THEM — THEY WANT TO UNDERSTAND THE 
WAYS OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF THESE ISLANDS — THEIR 
HISTORY, THEIR CULTURE, THEIR LANGUAGE, THEIR DANCE, 
THEIR SONGS, THEIR TRADITIONS AND THEIR VALUES. IT IS 
THE NATIVE PEOPLE THAT MAKE OUR ISLANDS UNIQUE, AND IN A 
STRANGE WAY, TOURISM HAS DONE MUCH TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
REVIVAL OF HAWAIIAN CULTURE.

THAT OBSERVATION LEADS ME TO ANOTHER ASPECT OF OUR 
LIVES — THE PRESENCE OF MILITARY AND NAVAL FORCES IN OUR 
MIDST.

THOUGH WE ARE COGNIZANT OF THE NECESSITY OF SUCH 
PRESENCE, WE SHOULD LET IT BE KNOWN THAT WE ARE UNHAPPY 
AT THE CONTINUATION OF THE DETONATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
IN OUR MIDST.

WE SHOULD LET IT BE KNOWN THAT THOUGH WE WELCOME 
THEIR PRESENCE FOR THE SAKE OF SECURITY, WE HOPE THAT 
THEIR PRESENCE WILL BE CAREFULLY CONTROLLED TO AVOID 
ACCIDENTS WITH NATURE.

I SHOULD COMMEND YOU ALL — LEADERS OF THIS AREA - 
- FOR HAVING MADE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN TO THE LEADERS OF THE 
WORLD.

I RECALL YOUR CONCERNS OVER THE WEAPONS DESTRUCTION 
FACILITY AT JOHNSTON ISLAND — AND IN RESPONSE TO YOUR 
CONCERN, EVERY CONCEIVABLE PRECAUTION IS NOW BEING TAKEN 
TO ASSURE THE SAFE DESTRUCTION OF DANGEROUS WEAPONS OF 
DEATH.

AND THAT LEADS ME TO THE NEXT ASPECT OF OUR MEETING 
— COMMUNICATION. WE HAVE SO MUCH TO SAY — WE HAVE SO 
MUCH TO OFFER — AND IN THIS AGE OF TECHNOLOGY, WE MUST 
BE PROVIDED WITH THE INSTRUMENTS OF TRANSMITTING AND 
COMMUNICATING OUR THOUGHTS.

OVER THE YEARS I HAVE WORKED ON SEVERAL 
COMMUNICATIONS PROGRAMS, BUT THERE IS ONE THAT IS 
ESPECIALLY RELEVANT TO THOSE OF US WHO ARE GATHERED HERE 
TODAY. THAT IS THE PEACE SATELLITE PROGRAM WHICH SERVES 
AS A LINK FOR ALL OF US IN THE PACIFIC TO PROVIDE 
EDUCATIONAL, MEDICAL AND CULTURAL PROGRAMS AS WELL AS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES.

IT HAS HELPED TO PROVIDE MEDICAL AID DURING A 
CHOLERA OUTBREAK, EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE THROUGH REMOTE 
CLASSROOM LEARNING, AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES AMONG THE 
PEOPLE OF OUR DIFFERENT NATIONS. IT HAS SERVED THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY INTERESTS OF EACH OF OUR NATIONS AND 
HAS FOSTERED A GREATER UNDERSTANDING AMONGST OUR PEOPLES.
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IN HAWAII, WE HAVE THE HAWAII INTERACTIVE TELEVISION 
SERVICE WHICH HAS ENABLED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
INTERACTIVE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT THE STATE.

BUT, WE SHOULD NOT ONLY COMMUNICATE AMONG THE ISLAND 
PEOPLES. THAT IS IMPORTANT — TO EXCHANGE IDEAS AND HELP 
EACH OTHER — BUT WE SHOULD ALSO EXPAND OUR COMMUNICATION 
TO THE LEADERS OF OTHER LANDS TO TELL THEM WHAT THEY CAN 
LEARN FROM ISLAND PEOPLES.

LET US NOT KEEP THE GREATNESS OF YOUR PEOPLES A 
SECRET ANY LONGER. YOU HAVE MUCH TO OFFER THE WORLD AMD 
THE WORLD HAS MUCH TO LEARN FROM YOU.

IN HAWAII, WE SPEND HUGE SUMS TO BUILD HIGHWAYS BUT 
WE MAKE CERTAIN THAT EVEN BEFORE THE FIRST FOOT OF 
HIGHWAY IS ADDED TO OUR SOIL, EVERY CONCEIVABLE STEP IS 
TAKEN TO STUDY THE AREA INVOLVED TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT 
SACRED SITES ARE NOT DESECRATED OR PLACED IN JEOPARDY.

PLACES OF HISTORIC VALUE REMAIN UNSPOILED. SUCH HAS 
BEEN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE GREAT CONTROVERSY OVER THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE H-3 HIGHWAY ON THE ISLAND OF O'AHU. 
THIS HIGHWAY MAY BECOME THE MOST EXPENSIVE HIGHWAY IN THE 
UNITED STATES, SIMPLY IN ORDER TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT 
HISTORIC AND SACRED SITES ARE NOT PLACED IN JEOPARDY.

THERE WAS A TIME THAT HIGHWAYS WERE BUILT IN A 
FASHION THAT A HIGHWAY WAS JUST A STRAIGHT LINE BETWEEN 
TWO POINTS. BUT TODAY OUR HIGHWAYS AVOID THESE 
IRREPLACEABLE SITES. SINCE THEY ARE IRREPLACEABLE, THEY 
ARE PRICELESS.

ACKNOWLEDGING THIS, WE HAVE PROCEEDED WITH GREAT 
CARE. ON THIS ISLAND OF MAUI, FOR INSTANCE, A HOTEL THAT 
IS VERY NEAR WHERE WE MEET TODAY, WAS SCHEDULED TO BE 
CONSTRUCTED. BUT WHEN THE DEVELOPER AND THE PROPERTY 
OWNER WERE ADVISED OF THE EXISTENCE OF AN IMPORTANT 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN BURIAL SITE, THIS DEVELOPER — WITHOUT 
BEING FORCED TO BY THE COURTS, AND AT GREAT EXPENSE TO 
HIMSELF, HIS FAMILY AND HIS COMPANY — CHANGED ALL THE 
PLANS FOR THIS HOTEL TO PROTECT THIS SACRED BURIAL SITE.

WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE MEN AND WOMEN OF SUCH 
ENLIGHTENMENT IN OUR MIDST.

THEN THERE IS THE MATTER OF THE ISLAND OF KAHOOLAWE. 
AS A RESULT OF THE VOICE OF NATIVE HAWAIIANS, THE 
POWERFUL UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HAS STOPPED 
ALL MILITARY ACTIVITY WHILE THIS MATTER IS BEING STUDIED 
BY A COMMISSION OF HAWAII CITIZENS. WE AWAIT THEIR 
RECOMMENDATIONS.

IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT EVENTS OF HISTORY NEED NOT 
DICTATE THE MANNER IN WHICH WE LIVE OUR LIVES TODAY —
MISTAKES OF THE PAST CAN BE UNDONE IN SOME INSTANCES.
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IN MY SERVICE IN THE SENATE, I HAVE HAD THE UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY OF WORKING WITH ALL OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF 
THE UNITED STATES IN MY CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS.

AND IN THAT CAPACITY, I HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF WORKING 
WITH MY COLLEAGUES IN THE CONGRESS TO ENACT A FEDERAL LAW 
— KNOWN AS THE NATIVE AMERICAN GRAVE PROTECTION AND 
REPATRIATION ACT — WHICH PROVIDES FOR THE RETURN OF THE 
HUMAN REMAINS OF OUR NATIVE ANCESTORS, AND FOR THE RETURN 
OF THEIR SACRED OBJECTS FROM THE GREAT MUSEUMS AND 
SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS OF THE WORLD.

NATIVE HAWAIIANS WERE THE FIRST PEOPLE TO EXERCISE 
THEIR RIGHTS UNDER THIS ACT, BY CALLING UPON THE GREAT 
MUSEUMS, SUCH AS THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION IN 
WASHINGTON, AND THE GREAT SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS, TO 
RETURN THE REMAINS OF THEIR LOVED ONES.

THIS CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES HAS ALSO ENACTED 
LAWS TO RESTORE THE HEALTH STATUS OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF 
THESE ISLANDS — BECAUSE, AS WE ALL KNOW, THE HEALTH OF 
OUR NATIVE PEOPLE WAS DEVASTATED BY THE DISEASES THAT 
WERE IMPORTED TO OUR ISLANDS AND THE NATIVE POPULATION 
WAS DECIMATED.

AND FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER IN FEDERAL LAW, THE 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN HEALTH CARE IMPROVEMENT ACT RECOGNIZES 
THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITIONAL NATIVE HEALERS IN THE 
DELIVERY OF COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH CARE.

NATIVE HAWAIIANS ARE ENGAGED IN MAKING WORLD HISTORY 
IN THIS AREA — BECAUSE THEY ARE THE FIRST NATIVE PEOPLE 
IN THE UNITED STATES TO BUILD A HEALTH CARE SYSTEM FROM 
THE GRASS ROOTS LEVEL — A HEALTH CARE SYSTEM THAT IS 
BASED UPON CONCEPTS OF WHAT WE CALL OHANA — THE 
IMMEDIATE AND THE EXTENDED FAMILY, THE COMMUNITY, AND THE 
PEOPLE — AS ONE.

TODAY IN HAWAII, A GREAT MOVEMENT HAS BEGUN — A 
MOVEMENT TOWARD THE RESTORATION OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE 
NATIVE PEOPLE OF THESE ISLANDS. THIS MOVEMENT IS 
SUPPORTED BY OTHER NATIVE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED STATES — 
IT IS A MOVEMENT WHICH REFLECTS THE COMMITMENT TO SELF­
DETERMINATION OF THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN COMMUNITY.

THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF HAWAII WILL ONE DAY BE RETURNED 
TO THE SOVEREIGN STATUS THEY ENJOYED BEFORE THE OVERTHROW 
OF QUEEN LILIOUKALANI, AND THEY WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE 
DETERMINATION OF THEIR OWN DESTINY.
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IN MANY WAYS, WE ARE FORTUNATE THAT TECHNOLOGY HAS 
NOT PRESENTED A CHALLENGE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR 
ISLANDS UNTIL VERY RECENTLY, BECAUSE IN THIS DAY AND AGE, 
WE HAVE THE MEANS TO BECOME TECHNOLOGICALLY SOPHISTICATED 
— AND THUS, TO DETERMINE HOW WE WILL USE TECHNOLOGY TO 
SERVE OUR GOALS AND OBJECTIVES — NOT TO HAVE TECHNOLOGY 
DICTATE OR DETERMINE HOW WE WILL LIVE.

TODAY, WE CAN DEMAND THAT ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY BE 
USED FOR OUR BENEFIT -- ADVANCES WHICH WILL MINIMIZE THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL IMPACTS OF OLDER 
TECHNOLOGY.

IT IS WITHIN OUR ABILITY TO CONTROL TECHNOLOGY -- TO 
SHAPE THE PACE AND GROWTH OF TECHNOLOGY — WE CAN REQUIRE 
THAT THE USE OF MODERN TECHNOLOGY BRING WITH IT -­
BENEFITS TO OUR ISLAND COMMUNITIES.

WE CAN INSIST THAT LARGE-SCALE DEVELOPMENT BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY THE DEVELOPMENT OF NECESSARY 
INFRASTRUCTURE TO SERVE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES AND 
PEOPLES.

IN MANY RESPECTS, WE HAVE BEEN SPARED THE MISTAKES 
AND THE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH LESSER DEVELOPED 
TECHNOLOGIES.

WE CAN SELECT FROM A MODERN MENU OF HIGHLY ADVANCED 
IMPROVEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY, AND DO SO WITH A SENSITIVITY 
TO RETAINING THAT WHICH IS INHERENTLY AND IRREPLACEABLY 
OURS. WE NEED NOT SACRIFICE OUR VALUES, OUR IDEALS, OUR 
CULTURE OR OUR TRADITIONS IN THE PROCESS.

THE KEY ELEMENT IN ALL THAT WILL BE DISCUSSED OVER 
THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS IS INVOLVEMENT -- THE INVOLVEMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE — IN 
THE PLANNING FOR GROWTH AND CHANGE. THIS INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE PLANNING FOR THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY WILL ASSURE THAT 
WHAT IS NEW IS NOT ALIEN.

INVOLVEMENT OF THE PEOPLE WILL ASSURE THAT WHAT IS 
NEW IS WELL ENOUGH UNDERSTOOD SO THAT IT NEED NOT 
OVERCOME OUR CULTURES NOR OUR TRADITIONAL WAYS OF LIFE.

WE ISLAND PEOPLE HAVE MUCH TO OFFER TO OUR WORLD.


