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Solon urges ouster of lawyers
M is r e p re s e n t in g  in v e s to rs  o n  A r t ic le  1 2

By Nick Legaspi

REPRESENTATIVE Pedro R. 
Guerrero yesterday denounced 
lawyers who misrepresent their 
clients and try to circumvent the 
constitutional restriction on land 
ownership.

“Attorneys on the island mis­
represent clients. They shouldbe 
investigated. They should be 
disbarred,” Guerrero said during 
the panel discussion on the local 
economy at the Hafadai Beach 
Hotel.

The lawmaker made the state­
ment following comments from 
construction industry represen­
tatives about the effects of Article 
12 of the Constitution, which 
restricts land ownership to per­
sons of Northern Marianas de­
scent.

“Is it a major block to con­
struction?” the panelists were 
asked.

“A bso lu te ly ,” said D ick 
Szumiel, president of the Saipan 
Contractors Association. “ An 
investor can go to Guam and buy 
land. Here he gets only a 50-year 
lease.”

“Devastating,” said John Price 
of Micronesia Cement. “There is 
a perception that a deal is not a 
deal in Saipan.”

He said court cases involving 
Article 12 gives rise to the per­
ception that investment is not se­
cure in Saipan, driving investors 
away.”

Guerrero said lawyers should 
be blamed. “If lawyers will only 
respect Article 12 all deals will be 
deals,” he said.

He said investors had been 
coming to Saipan, getting 15-25- 
year leases and investing $25 
million on local projects.

In an interview after the discus­
sion sponsored by the Saipan 
Chamber of Commerce, Guerrero

SAM MCPHETRES (left), with representatives of the construction industry (from left): Karl Reyes of Sablan 
Construction, Contractors Association President Dick Szumiel, Isagani Dayao Jr. of Black Micro and John Price 
of Micronesia Cement

said that instead of a direct trans­
action between a landowner and 
an investor, a third party CNMI 
citizen is used as a dummy.

The dummy buys the land us­
ing the investor’s money then

leases the property to the inves­
tor. In other cases, the property 
goes through a sale and lease at 
the same time.

These transactions are now the 
subject of numerous court cases.

During the discussion Szumiel 
said the local construction indus­
try, which is the bellwether of the 
economy, “is in big, big, deep 
trouble.”

continued on page 4

G u a m ,  N M I  m a y o r s  
g a t h e r  i n  S a i p a n
MAYORS of Guam and the 
Northern M arianas yesterday 
pledged to cooperate in solving 
common problems.

Ten mayors from Guam and 
three from the CNMI opened the 
second General Assembly of the 
Association of Mariana Islands 
mayors (AMIM) at the Aqua 
Resort Club in San Roque.

“We will strive to isolate 
common problems and try to work 
out so lu tions,” said AMIM 
President and Piti Mayor Isabel 
S. Haggard at the start of the 
three-day conference.

As municipal leaders, mayors 
and councils are the ones directly 
in touch with the people, although 
this fact has long been overlooked, 
Haggard said.

We need to get our acts to­
gether for more vocal participa­
tion in the higher echelons of our 
governments,” she said in an in­
terview.

Governor Lomezo I. Guerrero 
led Commonwealth officials, in­
cluding Lieutenant Governor 
Benjamin T. Manglona, Senate 
President Juan S. Demapan, and 
Speaker Thomas P.·Villagomez, 
in welcoming the group.

Guerrero said cooperation and 
understanding between the two 
island nations is imperative due 
to many common problems they 
share.

“We are stronger because of 
your work,” he told the mayors.

He acknowledged that local 
continued on page 4

Court expected 
to sentence 
priest today
THE SUPERIOR Court is ex­
pected to sentence today Catho­
lic priest Jesus 0 . Hapal who was 
earlier found guilty of four counts 
of sexual abuse of a 15-year-old 
girl.

A witness each from the pros­
ecution and the defense testified 
before the court for over two hours 
yesterday, and their statements 
might convince Judge Marty 
Taylor to send the priest to jail or 
allow him to undergo psychiatric 
treatment at a rehabilitation cen­
ter in Connecticut.

The testimonies lasted more 
than two hours until noon when 
Taylor called a recess until this 
morning.

continued on page 3

THE SECOND General Assembly of the Association of Mariana Islands Mayors (AMIM) opened yesterday at 
the Aqua Resort Club. Photo shows from left: Governor Lorenzo I. Guerrero, AMIM President and Piti Mayor 
Isabel Haggard, Saipan Mayor Jesus DeLeon Guerrero, Speaker Thomas Villagomez, Rota Mayor Prudencio 
Manglona and Lt. Gov. Benjamin Manglona.

L o c a l  j u d g e s  
s e e k  p a y  h i k e

By Gaynor Dumat-ol

JUDGES of the Superior Court 
have asked the Legislature to 
increase their salaries as well 
as those of Supreme Court 
justices to levels'almost the 
same as those received by 
judges in Guam and the US 
District Court.

“We propose that a reason­
able and comparative adjust­
ment for the CNMI would be 
within the range of the US Dis­
trict Court and Superior Court 
of Guam,” the letter says.

The request was made, iri a 
letter sent Tuesday to Speaker 
Thomas P. Villagomez.

The letter signed by Presid­
ing Judge Pedro M. Atalig and 
A ssociate Judges Alex C. 
Castro, Marty W.K. T ay lor and 
Miguel S. Demapan, compared 
the big difference in the present 
pay of CNMI judges and jus­
tices with their colleagues in 
Guam and the District Court.

The letter said the salary ot 
the US District Court judge for 
Guam  and the N orthern 
Marianas is $129,000, exclud­
ing several other benefits.

Guam’s presiding judge re­
ceives 3>115,OOOayear while in 
the Northern Marianas, Atalig 
receives $39 ,000  less at

$76,000 per year.
Associate judges in Guam 

receive 5100,000 a·year while 
their Saipan counterparts only 
get $72,400 peryear or $27,600 
lower.

Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Jose. Dela Cruz receives 
$82,200, and the associate 
justices S79.000—  $46,800 
and $50,000 less compared 
with the District Court judge’s 
wage.

A judge who declined to be 
named said the pay scale of 
associate judges in the CNMI 
is almost the same as that of 
executive directors of the 
various government agencies.

“If  I were to receive just 
$2,000less than the annual pay 
of an agency director, I  would 
rather be a director,” the judge 
said.

He said a judge’s job exposes 
him to more dangers than an 
agency director. “My life is 
put at risk, my family is 
sometimes threatened,” the 
judge said.

The recently passed Public 
Law 8-6 raised the annual 
salaries executive directors of 
government agencies to as 
much as $70,000from$50,000.

“The difference in salaries 
continued on page 3
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G o v ’t  t o  b r e a k  o f f  
t a l k s  o n  n u k e  p l a n t
MANILA, Philippines (AP) - 
The Philippine government said 
Tuesday it would break off talks 
with Westinghouse Electric Corp. 
onoperating anuclearpowerplant 
and would resume litigation al­
leging bribery in awarding the 
contract.

Finance Secretary Ramon del 
Rosario said President Fidel 
Ramos accepted a panel’s rec­
om m endations to reject 
Westinghouse’s “final offer” to 
refurbish and operate the Bataan 
nuclear plant, which the company 
completed in 1985.

The panel also •recommended 
that the government pursue a 
multimillion-dollar lawsuit in US 
District Court in Newark, N.J., 
which charges that Westinghouse 
and aNew Jersey company,Bums 
and Roe, bribed the late President 
Ferdinand Marcos to win the 
contract.

Former President Corazon 
Aquino mothballed the 620- 
megawatt plant in 1986 before it 
had ever been operated because 
of the bribery allegations and 
claims of safety defects.

Last March, Westinghouse and 
the government reached tentative 
agreement on an out-of-court 
settlement. The agreement called 
for Westinghouse to provide dlrs 
100 million in cash and credits, 
upgrade the plant and operate it 
for 30 years for dlrs 40 million a 
year.

But Ramos, who took office 
June 30, asked Westinghouse to 
improve its offer. Philippine and 
Westinghouse officials said last 
week that the Pittsburgh firm had 
made a new offer, which was re­
jected by Tuesday’s announce­
ment.

In a statement, the government 
said the panel recommended that 
other companies be approached 
to determine if they would be 
interested in upgrading and oper­
ating the plant.

“The panel believes that further 
negotiations with Westinghouse 
... will not be productive and 
therefore recommends that these 
negotiations be discontinued,” the 
statement said.

“The panel recommends that 
the litigation and arbitration be

resumed against Westinghouse 
and Bums and Roe.’Tuesday’s 
decision came despite a critical 
electricity shortage that is forcing 
daily electricity cuts in Manila 
and most major cities. Officials 
warn that the crisis will continue 
until at least 1993 or 1994.

But the nuclear plant, built at a 
cost of S2.3 billion, is one of the 
country’s most divisive political 
issues. Critics claim the plant, 50 
miles (80 kilometers) west of 
Manila, is unsafe because it sits 
near active volcanoes and earth­
quake faults.

But the Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology says 
there is no earthquake fault in the 
area and that the closest volcano 
has not erupted in 10,000 years.

The plant is about 30 miles (50 
kilometers) southwest of Mount 
Pinatubo but suffered no major 
damage during its June 1991 erup­
tion.

Del Rosario said Tuesday’s de­
cision did not “close the nuclear 
option” but that the government 
was considering operating the pi ant 
with conventional fuels.

Decision saddens 
power plant builder
P IT T S B U R G H  (A P) - 
Westinghouse Electric Corp. la­
mented Tuesday that the Philip­
pine government is threatening 
to scrap a court agreement under 
which the company would up­
grade and operate a dormant 
nuclear power plant it built.

The government said Tuesday 
it will break off talks with 
Westinghouse over the Bataan 
nuclear plant. W estinghouse 
completed the plant in 1985, but 
critics claim it is unsafe to oper­
ate.

The government also said it 
will rejume a lawsuit charging 
that Westinghouse and à New 
Jersey firm bribed the late Presi­
dent Ferdinand Marcos to win 
the construction contract for the 
plant.

Despite the Philippine state­
ment, communications between 
the government and the com­
pany remain open, Westinghouse 
spokesman Robert Henderson 
said.

Nathaniel D. Woodson, vice 
president and general manager 
of Westinghouse Energy Sys­
tems, protested that the company 
had done all it could to fulfill the

accord, reached in March.
“Westinghouse has invested 

thousands of manhours making 
detailed preparations to start up 
and operate the plant,” Woodson 
said. “We made major commer- 
cial concessions to Philippines 
negotiators that they agree sig­
nificantly improved the agree­
ment in their favor.”

Finance Secretary Ramon del 
Rosario said President Fidel 
Ramos accepted recommenda­
tions of a panel to re ject 
Westinghouse’s “final offer.”

Former President Corazon 
Aquino mothballed the unused, 
620-megawatt plant in 1986 be­
cause of the bribery allegations 
and alleged safety defects.

Last March, Westinghouse and 
the government reached a tenta­
tive out-of-court settlem ent 
calling for Westinghouse to pro­
vide S100 million in cash and 
credits, upgrade the plant and 
operate it for 30 years for $40 
million a year.

The government said the panel 
recommended approaching other 
firms to determine if they would 
be interested in operating the 
plant.

Ice  e n te r s  R P  
fro m  T a iw a n , H K

R e b e l s  m a y  r e l e a s e  3 0  s o l d i e r s

MANILA, Philippines (AP) - 
Hundreds of kilos of drugs are 
smuggled here from Hong Kong 
and Taiwan every week, appar­
ently with the help of corrupt 
officials at Manila’s airport, the 
police anti-narcotics chief says.

Senior Police Supt. Dictador 
Alqueza told reporters that virtu­
ally every flight from Hong Kong 
andTaipei includes drug couriers, 
mostly carrying methamphet- 
amine crystals, known variously 
as “ice” or “shabu.”

“The drug smugglers cannot 
get away with their crimes unless, 
there is cooperation from airport 
officials,” he said.

Police have said much of the 
“ice” is transshipped to the United 
States, Australia and other desti­
nations because of extensive air 
and sea links between M anila and 
North America and lax enforce­
ment here.

But a growing percentage is

also sold on the local market, they 
believe.

The smuggling operations are 
coordinated by Triad gangs head­
quartered in Hong Kong, accord­
ing to police.

But officials also say efforts to 
coordinate anti-drug operations 
have been hampered because o f a 
lack of trust among foreign police 
with Philippine law enforcement.

In one case widely publicized 
in Hong Kong, a young tour guide, 
Paul Au Wing-cheung, was ar­
rested in September 1991 along 
with a group of Malaysians after 
airport police said they found 
drugs in his suitcase.

Au, who was making his first 
trip to the Philippines, is being 
held in the Pasay City jail pending 
judicial review of his case. Hong 
Kong officials and media have 
taken up his case, maintaining 
that he was framed.

MANILA, Philippines (AP) - 
Communist rebels are willing 
to release 30 captured soldiers 
to advance efforts to end one of 
the world’s last active Marxist 
insurgencies, a legislator has 
said.

Rep. Jose Yap, who has been 
involved in preliminary talks 
with the rebels, said Tuesday 
the Naiional Democratic Front 
in Utrecht, Netherlands, had of­
fered to release prisoners as a 
“confidence-building m ea­
sure.”

Yap told the Philippine Daily 
Inquirer that the Front had asked 
the New People’s Army to re­
port the status of each soldier it 
was holding prisoner. It was 
unclear whether the rebels were

holding more than 30 soldiers.
The Front is an umbrella orga­

nization of 14 Marxist groups, 
including the Communist Party 
of the Philippines and it's armed 
wing, the New People’s Army. 
They have been waging a 23-year 
insurgency to establish a Marxist 
state.

Front officials have also urged 
the government to release the 600 
so-called political prisoners held 
for insurgency-related offenses. 
President Fidel Ramos has freed 
several prominent prisoners but 
has so far refused a general re­
lease.

Ramos, a former defense secre­
tary who assumed office June 30, 
has offered peace talks to Com­
munist, Muslim and right-wing

m ilitary insurgents and ap­
pointed a National Unification 
Commission to pursue formal 
negotiations.

Last A u p st, Yap flew to the 
Netherlands for preliminary 
talks with exiled Front leaders. .· 
The two sides agreed to pursue 
peace efforts but no formal ne­
gotiations have been scheduled.

Ramos’predecessor, Corazon 
■ Aquino, negotiated a60-day na­
tionwide cease-fire with the 
Communists in December 1986 
and opened peace talks. But the 
talks broke down because the 
government refused to make any 
concessions. The government’s 
hard-line stance was due in part 
to pressure from the armed 
forces, when Ramos, then a gen­
eral, was chief of staff.

Gunmen fire on praying people
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ZAM BOANGA, P h ilipp ines
(AP) - Gunmen fired on a group 
of people praying the rosary in 
the southern Philippines, killing 
one and wounding two others, 
police said Tuesday.

A police report said the inci­
dent look place Monday night in 
Isabela town in Basilan province, 
just across Zamboanga city and 
about 880 kilometers (550 miles) 
south of Manila.

About 15 people were busy recit­
ing tlte rosary when three men barged 
into the house and announced a hold 
up. Some of the women started to 
scream, prompting the men to fire on 
the group.

One man was killed and a woman 
and boy were wounded in the inci­
dent, police said.

The gunmen fled after the inci­
dent

Over the weekend, a family of

eleven people were en route to a 
picnic near Isabela when they were 
kidnapped.

The victims included Dr. Nilo 
Barandino, his wife, eight children 
and a nephew.

Talks are still ongoing for the 
release of the victims, police added. 
Basilan island is a stronghold of 
Muslim separatist guerrillas but 
several bandit groups also visit the 
place.

Cnimestoppers 
234-7272 (PARA)
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M endiola defends 
casino com m ission

By Rafael H. Arroyo

THE TINIAN Casino Gaming 
Control Commission should be 
allowed to straighten out its op­
erations with support from the 
government, Tinian Mayor James 
M. Mendiola said yesterday.

He said the commission is still 
learning the “rudiments of the 
game.”

“The commission is trying its 
best to effectively and efficiently 
discharge its functions and goals. 
No one can expect everything io 
be clean and dandy on the first 
two years o f its existence,” 
Mendiola said in an interview

He said he was disturbed by the 
recent audit report about the 
commission’s operations in fis­
cal years 1990 to 1991.

The audit report cited various 
deviations from normal regula­
tions on procurement, payroll, 
travel and appropriations and that 
the commission exceeded its 
budget. Other weaknesses in in­
ternal control were also noted.

Mendiola said the audit did not 
take in to  consideration  the 
uniqueness of the casino agency 
when it comes to its operations.

“This is what the commission 
went to court for, to assert that 
some provisions of Common­
wealth law would not be appli­
cable to it. The commission is 
unique in the sense that it does 
not follow the normal dictates of 
the law but the regulations em­
bodied in the initiative that created 
such an agency,” he said.

The casino agency was created

in 1990 through a local initiative 
decided on by the people of Tinian 
through popular ballot.

The Tinian Casino Gaming 
Control Act of 1989, which took 
effect on January 1,1990, created 
and established a regulatory 
scheme for the casino industry.

It has gone through legal chal­
lenges from the central CNMI 
government on the constitution­
al ity of having its own rules. The 
Supreme Court gave the agency a 
free hand in adopting and en­
forcing its own rules and regula­
tions.

Mendiola, during yesterday’s 
interview, said the casino agency’s 
procurement and staffing regula­
tions, salary and wage scales are 
not covered by statutory limits.

He said admitted that the com­
mission is in no way a perfect 
agency, and that the supposed 
weaknesses it had were to be ex­
pected of any new organization.

“The commission may have 
overspent its resources, but who 
doesn’t? Rem em ber that the 
commission is in its formative 
stage,” Mendiola said.

He agreed that the commission 
might have been shortchanged on 
the performance of its former 
special advisor, who was cited in 
the audit as having failed to per­
form his designated function

“But instead of criticizing the 
commission, I think the public 
auditor should have just taught 
the members how to do it at the 
onset. The commission was left 
alone with nobody to help it,” 
Mendiola said.

Court..  m continued from page 1

Prosecutor Chery 11M. Gill called 
to the witness stand the father of the 
15-year-old victim who was aninth 
grader at Mt. Carmel when the inci­
dent happened.

The father said his family suf­
fered pain during the last year and a 
half because of what the victim 
went through.
■ He stressed that sending thepriest 

to jail would give his family justice.
According to the father, his 

daughter’s experience caused him 
and his family, who were ones de-' 
vout Catholics, to lose faith in the 
church.

“I don’t know when I would ever 
go to church again,” the father said. 
“Why should someone like him 
(Hapal) step into my daughter’s 
life?”

Michael Dotts, counsel for Hapal, 
said thepriest would be betterplaced 
under the care of an institution that 
rehabilitates priests who had rela­
tionships with adult and minor fe­
males.

Dotts called to the witness stand a 
priest and a senior consultant in 
psychiatry at the Institute of Living 
in Connecticut.

The defense witness recom­
mended a rehabiliiation program for 
Hapal at the institute which charges 
about S225 daily for treatment.

According to the witness, Hapal 
need not be jailed because his case 
was “not a case of molestation of an 
unwilling victim.”

The proceeding resumes today 
with the government prosecutor’s 
cross-examination of the defense 
witness.

Taylor convicted Hapal on Aug. 
21 after two consecutive days of 
trial that revealed a month-long af­
fair between the 35-year-old priest 
and the 15-year-old who was his 
student in religion.

The defense portrayed the victim 
as the one who pursued the priest 
but because sexual contact of a mi­
nor was involved, Hapal was found 
guilty.

L o c a l  continued from page 1

between associate judges and ex­
ecutive directors of the various 
government agencies areminimal, 
yet their basic qualifications are 
quite different. Medical doctors 
and other professionals com ­
parative to judges receive more 
than our judges,” the letter said.

The judges recommended that 
the salary of the CNMI Superior 
Court presidingjudge be raised to

$123,300 per annum and the as­
sociate judges to 5119,700 each 
per annum.

They also suggested the Su­
preme Court chief justice’s pay 
be raised to $129,500 yearly and 
the wage of each full time asso­
ciate justice to 5126,300 a year.

The judges requested that the 
increase be made effective Jan. 
10,1993.

NMC announces 
registration 
for spring
EARLY registration for spring se­
mester at Northern Marianas Col­
lege begins next week at the As 
Terlaje campus. '

Dean of Students Manny Borja 
said advising and early registration 
will be held December 7,9,10 and 
11 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for all 
students not attending English Lan­
guage Institute (ELI) courses.

Early registration for ELI students 
will be held December 21 and 22. 
Northern Marianas College will of­
fer more than one hundred classes 
this spring at its Saipan, Tinian and 
Rota campuses and class schedules 
are available at the Admissions and 
Records Office and at major retail 
outlets.

Borja said all courses are offered 
subject to meeting minimum enroll­
ment figures.

“One reason we’re offering early 
registration is to gauge students’ in­
terest in course offerings to allow us 
to better meet their needs,” he said.

Classes are available in agricul­
ture, anthropology, behavioral and 
social sciences, business education, 
construction trades, electricity, elec­
tronics, refrigeration, criminal jus­
tice, education, English, arts, music, 
literature, philosophy, home eco­
nomics, Chamorro, Japanese, math­
ematics, nursing, physical education 
& health, biology, chemistry, geol­
ogy, physics, astronomy and various 
aspects of the tourism industry.

C o p s  a r r e s t  2  m e n  
w i t h  g u n s ,  b u l l e t s

POLICE arrested two men for 
illegal possession of a gun and 
bullets Tuesday night.

R aym ond K ing, 26, and 
Fernando Towalia, 32, were de­
tained after a police officer found 
a .22-caliber Ruger revolver, a 
spent shell and 13 bullets not far 
from where the pick up truck 
driven by the two men pulled 
over.

The two were arrested on 
Beach Road, Garapan at 9:46 
p.m.

P olice  o ffice r D avid 
Rabauliman reported he first 
noticed that the registration plate 
of a pick up truck cruising the 
southern direction has expired.

The officer signalled from his 
patrol car for the pickup truck to 
stop but the occupants of the 
pickup allegedly sped away:

Rabauliman gave chase and 
cornered the vehicle in front of 
the Benavente building.

Before approaching the ve­
hicle, however, the officer no­
ticed that the person seated be­
side the driver threw something

from the pickup.
A search near the pickup 

yielded a bag containing the 
gun and bullets.

Meanwhile, two departing 
male tourists were found carry­
ing three bullets for a .22-caliber 
revolver.

N agai K oreaki, 25 and 
Mipsutoshi Nakazawa, 26, said 
they did not know possession 
of bullets in Saipan is illegal.

They explained they only 
wanted to bring the bullets home 
as souvenir.

It was not indicated in the 
report if the two tourists were 
arrested.

Meanwhile, a garment fac­
tory worker was injured while 
operating a machine that sews 
buttons on clothes.

A button was accidentally 
sew n in to  the righ t index 
finger o f Yuan W en L in, 22, 
from  P eop le’s R epublic of 
C hina.

T he accident happened at 
the  U n ite d  In te rn a tio n a l 
G arm ent in San A ntonio.

M o b s te r

(T ) in n e r
Menu

Assorted Appetizers 
Garden Green Salad 

Seafood Combination 
Live Lobster 

Angus Beef Tenderloin 
Sauteed Vegetables 

Steamed Rice 
MisoJSoup 

Japanese Pickles 
Tropical Fruit 

with Ice Cream 
Coffee /  Tea

Club at Hyatt cardholders welcome

$ 7 4  p e r  p e rso n

R e s e r v a t i o n s  2 3 4 - 1 2 3 4 ,  e x t e n s i o n  2 6

# ,  i t  
TEPFAbMKl

4 L  f - U V W
I D F r. F Kl r '
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G u e r r e r o  t o  p r o p o s e  i m p a c t  f e e

M u l ls  r e c a ll o f  d e v e lo p e r ’s  t a x  b i l l
REPRESENTATIVE Pedro R. 
GueiTero said yesterday he would 
introduce legislation to impose 
an impact fee on local construc­
tion projects.

At the same time, he said he 
would move for the recall this 
w eek or nex t week of the 
developer’s tax proposal now 
bending with the Legislature.

Dick Szumiel, president of the 
Saipan Contractors Association, 
said the proposed developer’s tax 
was another burden to contrac­
tors.

During a panel discussion of 
the construction industry at the 
Hafadai Beach Hotel sponsored 
by the Saipan Chamber of Com­
merce, Guerrero said he was also

opposed to the developer’s tax.
In an interview following the 

discussion, he explained that his 
proposal would impose a time 
limit on the use of revenues gen­
erated from impact fees. These 
funds would also be used for in­
frastructure in the immediate area 
of the developer’s project.

In contrast, collections from the

developer’s tax would go to the 
general fund and may thus be 
used for any purpose. The tax is 
also proposed to be collected be­
fore die project begins.

Guerrero said his proposal would 
allow staggered collection of the 
impact fee in accordance with the 
progress of the project so as not to be 
a big burden to developers. (hjL)

Solon..
continued from page 1

He said Guam bids about 100 
projects a month, compared to 15- 
20 in Saipan.

In 1989-90 he said about $6.4 
billion worth of projects were pro­
posed in the Northern Marianas. At 
about the same time, there were 
signals that Japan, the major source 
of investments in the CNMI, was 
heading toward a slump.

Proponents thenstartedpushingthe 
Coastal Resources Management Of­
fice, Division of Environmental 
Quality and other agencies to facilitate 
process ingofprojectapplications ‘ 'but 
it seems everything was being thrown 
in the way of construction.”

“Guam wentaheadwithits projects; 
we did not In the meantime, money 
began to dry qp in Japan,” Szumiel 
said.

Kari Reyes, general manager of 
Sablan Construction, said that in the 
past three years Sablan was averaging

60 projects a year. Now it’s down to 26 
projects.

Based on costSablan’sprojectswere 
worth about $9.1 million a year. Now 
it’s down to $5 million.

No dollar figure was quoted about 
theindustry’scontributiontotheCNMI 
economy but Szumiel said construc­
tion puts moneyinevoybody’spocket.

.Asked about the effect of a restric­
tion on hiring of foreign workers, 
Szumielanswered: ‘Cataclysmic. We 
either close or slow down to creaking 
caterpillar operation.”

“If you do statistical research you’ll 
find there’s nobody to hire here,” he 
said.

Construction work is also not attrac­
tive. “It’s hot, hard, nasty work,” 
Szumiel said.

Reyes said his company receives a 
lotofapplications front theUS butonly 
for manager’s position.

Price said Micronesia Cement .ad­
vertises and offers wages above mini­
mum pay but “we don’treceive many 
calls. I don’t know where the local 
workers are coming from.”
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officials are closer to the people 
being at the grassroots level of 
government and are closer to 
“where the action is.”

Villagom ez recognized the 
important role municipal leaders 
play in the shaping up of the 
community and society they live 
in.

“The municipal level of gov­
ernment serves as an instant ba­
rometer measuring the mood of a 
community. Mayors and munici­
pal leaders are the ones aware of 
the special needs of their con­
stituency,” he said.

Manglona cited the need to 
foster friendship between the 
neighboring islands so they could 
work cooperatively in their com­
mon endeavors.

“We must work to improve in­
ter-island trade and commerce, 
and in the areas of education, 
tourism and community problems 
such as youth, vandalism, drugs, 
alcohol abuse, sexual abuse,” he 
said Guerrero said many people 
from the CNMI support Guam’s 
bid to become a commonwealth. 
He advised the Guam may.ors to 
watch closely and carefully the 
CNMI experience as a US com­
monwealth.

“Try to avoid the pitfalls in­
herent in attempting a new type of 
political status. Old habits die 
hard. Especially federal habits,” 
he said.

D em apan, also cautioned 
Guam’s in its bid for common­
wealth status, saying “itmay seem 
like a glittering dream but is ac­
tually a difficult road to travel.”

‘T he Commonwealth concept 
of self-government carries with it 
a heavy burden of obligations and 
responsibilities and is definitely a 
‘fun and games’ proposition as is 
evidenced by the many problems 
the CNMI finds itself facing in its 
relationship with the US,” he said.

The AMIM, formed afew years 
ago, is composed of 24 Guam 
municipal mayors, four CNMI 
mayors, vice mayors and mu­
nicipal council members.

The AMIM general assembly 
meeting is being held for the first 
time on Saipan.

The association is further bro­
ken down into four committees - 
the Socio-cultural Development 
Committee chaired by Saipan 
M unicipal Council Chairman 
DavidS.Igitol; the Environmental 
and Natural Resources Commit­
tee headed by Mayor Guerrero; 
the Econom ic D evelopm ent 
Committee chaired by Dededo 
Mayor Jose A. Rivera; and the 
Government Affairs Committee 
headed by Rota Council Vice 
Chairman Vicente M. Atalig. 
p  ■  ■  ■  m  m - m  m  m
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C olem an  lif ts  b an  
on 3 -d ay  p erm its

PA G O  PA G O , A m erican 
Samoa (AP) - American Samoa 
Gov. Peter Coltman Iras lifted 
the ban on three-day permits for 
travel lei s from Western Samoa.

The governor's press olliccr, 
David Freibert, said Coleman 
reinstated the ihree-dav permits 
after consultations with Western 
Samoa Prime Minister Toftlau 
Eti Alcsana.

An Oct. 13 directive by then 
acting Attorney General Afa 
Ripley banned visits by West­
ern  Sam oans traveling  to 
American Samoa on three-day 
permits.

Freibert said Coleman and 
Tofilau agreed that the peimits 
should be closely scrutinized to 
ensure there is no abuse.

2 6 M  A m e r i c a n s  

g e t  f o o d  s t a m p s
By Jennifer Dixon

W ASHINGTON (AP) - The 
number of Americans receiving 
food stamps set another record in 
September, when participation in 
the government’s largest food 
assistance program topped 26 
million, Agriculture Department 
records show.

A USDA spokesm an said  
Monday that victims of hurricanes 
in Florida, Louisiana and Hawaii 
and Typhoon Omar in Guam 
helped pushed the food stamp rolls 
to nearly 26.43 million, or more 
than one in every 10 Americans.

That was a jump of 575,205 
recipients from August to Sep­
tember and a 2.75 million rise 
from a year ago.

Phil Shanholtzer, a spokesman 
for USDA’s Food and Nutrition 
Service, said the weather disaster's 
were to blame for 530,000 of the 
new food stamp recipients in 
September.

Florida showed a 25 percent 
increase in participation from 
August and a 43 percent increase 
from September 1991, USDA 
said. Louisiana posted a 16 percent 
increase from a month ago and a 
20.6 percent increase from a year 
ago.

Participation also rose signifi­
cantly in Hawaii and Guam: 35 
percent from a month ago and 53 
percent from a year ago for Hawai i 
and 829 percent from a month ago 
and 905 percent from a year ago 
for Guam.

The remainder of the national 
m onth-to -m onth  increase, 
Shanholtzer said, may result from

NMC offers welding course
THE NORTHERN M arianas 
College Technical Program is of­
fering a special welding and 
cutting safety workshop this Sat­
urday for all welders, their 
supervisors and managers.

‘This workshop is designed to 
improve workplace safety and 
help local businesses comply with 
OSH A requirements for employee 
safety and health training,” voca­
tional education coordinator Bob 
Scruggs said.

‘T he workshop is not just for 
welders, it’s also for their super­
visors, the ones charged with 
ensuring safety in the workplace,” 
he said.

The w orkshop will cover: 
welding radiation, fumes, explo­
sions and fires, bums, safety 
clothing and equipment and Oc­
cupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) regula­
tions.

The course will be taught by 
instructor A1 Johnson and will be 
held at Sablan Vocational Build­
ing, Room 205, from 9 a.m. to 
noon on Dec. 5.

There is a $25 fee for the 
workshop. Registration forms and 
additional information are avail­
able at the Adult and Continuing 
Education O ffice, telephone 
number 234-3690.

Loss of duty-free 
status real threat

seasonal workers’ losing their jobs 
at summer’s end. The number of 
food stamp recipients tradition­
ally rises with the beginning of 
fall.

“Food stamps are a last resort,” 
said Rep. Tony P. Hall, D-Ohio, 
chairman of the House Select 
Committee on Hunger. “I t’s a bad 
sign when 26 million Americans 
are so desperate that they need 
them to eat.”

USDA’s records also show a 
sharp jump in the number of low- 
income children who receive a 
free or reduced-price lunches: 
from 11.9 million in September 
1991 to 12.5 million in Septem­
ber 1992, an increase of 600,000. 
Overall participation in the lunch 
program  increased  by only 
200,000, from 24.2 million to 24.4 
million students.

Children who receive a free or 
reduced-price meal represent 51.3 
percent of the students who ate a 
school lunch in September. A year 
ago, 49.3 percent of the meals 
were served to low-income stu­
dents.

Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., 
chairman of the Senate Agricul­
ture Committee, said the increase 
is a “cold reminder of the human 
toll the recession has taken.

“This latest increase of over 
500,000 men, women and chil­
dren need ing  food stamp 
assistance is evidence that the 
economy remains weak - despite 
the positive economic news.”

Leahy said he would urge the 
Clinton administration not to for­
get those who are “ struggling to 
put food on the table for their 
families.”

LOSS of the Northern Marianas’ 
duty-free status is the real threat 
to the economy, not the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) on the manufacturing 
industry here, RepresentativeJuan 
N. Babauta said.

In a letter to Governor Lorenzo 
I. Guerrero, Babauta said the 
CNMI still offers a good invest­
ment climate for manufacturing 
firms, NAFTA notwithstanding, 
as long as it maintains its tax- 
exempt status for its exports to the 
US mainland.

If CNMI- made goods have to 
pay a tariff to enter the North 
A m erican  m arket, then the 
economy will indeed face a seri­
ous competitive disadvantage,” he 
said.

According to Babauta, efforts 
of government should be focused 
on protecting its duty-free advan­
tage on the US market, under 
Headnote 3(a) (iv) of the US 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule, as 
this will maintain the CNMI’s 
competitive advantage over other 
manufacturing destinations.

Babauta said Congress was 
planning to take away this benefit 
due to mounting concerns about 
labor abuses in the CNMI and the 
unfair competition from CNMI 
firms.

“It would be terribly short­
sighted for the CNMI to allow the 
irresponsible conduct of one in-

dustry to spoil the prospects for 
all manufacturing in the Northern 
Marianas,” Babauta said.

Babauta also called for a shift 
from the low-wage, labor-inten­
sive assembly industries into 
more sophisticated, higher tech­
nology industries.

“The real challenge for those 
who look beyond tomorrow is to 
created an educated workforce 
and a modem, low-cost infra­
structure that can attract and 
support investment in the CNMI,” 
Babauta said.

NAFTA will add Mexico to the 
existing US-Canada duty-free 
trade zone.

Although the US has generally 
been in support of free trade, there 
are concerns about the specific 
effects of the NAFTA. One con­
cern is that because labor costs in 
Mexico are lower than in US and 
C anada, m anufacturers may 
move to Mexico to reduce pro­
duction expenses.

P rev a ilin g  wage rates in 
Mexico amount to as low as 59 
cents per hour, much lower than 
CNMI’s S2.15.

Also one distinct advantage 
Mexico has is its closeness to the 
US mainland.

“This concern has been voiced 
in the CNMI and there have been 
speculations that CNMI garment · 
manufacturers may opt to move 
to Mexico or be displaced by

Mexican m anufacturers once 
Mexico has the same duty-free 
trade with the US that the Com­
monwealth now enjoys,” Babauta 
said.

Babauta said apparel imports 
from Mexico to the US would be 
negligible, despite the NAFTA.

First, CNMI garment manu­
facturers already compete with 
countries having low labor costs 
and duty-free entry toUS markets, 
specifically  C aribbean basin 
countries, who are even benefitted 
by proximity to US markets.

“Nevertheless, the CNMI is 
competing successfully with these 
countries,” Babauta said.

Also, since CNMI uses rela­
tively skilled Asian labor, it has 
the advantage in manpower be­
cause the Mexican workforce is 
basically unskilled.

One other distinct advantage 
working for the CNMI garment 
industry is that it uses cheaper 
Asian raw materials, unlike under 
NAFTA wherein Mexico will 
only have duty-free advantage if 
North American raw materials are 
used in production.

“Manufacturers now in the 
CNMI who choose to move to 
Mexico would have to use more 
expensive North American mate­
rials, thus the CNMI will have a 
competitive advantage based on 
materials cost,” Babauta said.
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Business/Finance1̂ ^
C h i n a ,  T a i w a n

m a n i p u l a t i n g

c u r r e n c i e s  -  U S
By Martin Crutsinger

W ASHINGTON (AP) - In part­
ing shots on foreign trade, the 
Bush adm inistration  accused 
China and Taiwan Tuesday of 
manipulating their currencies to 
gain an unfair advantage.

The administration also pre­
dic ted  that a sluggish w orld 
economy would send Am erica’s 
trade deficit rising rapidly this 
year and next.

The gloomy assessment was 
that the merchandise trade defi­
cit, which shrank in 1991 to an 
eight-year low of S65.4 billion, 
would hit S7 5 billion this year and 
exceed $100 billion in 1993.

The forecast represented a re­
versal from a report just six months 
ago when the administration was 
still confidently predicting that 
the trade deficit, which has been 
declining for the last three years, 
would show further improvement.

The new assessment blamed the 
change on “weaker demand than 
prev iously foreseen in Europe and 
Japan.”

Under a 1988 law, the adminis­
tration is required to provide

Congress with a report on the 
country’s trade prospects and 
name countries unfairly depress­
ing the value of their currencies.

A weak currency promotes a 
country’s trade performance by 
making foreign goods more ex­
pensive while lowering the price 
o f that country’s exports.

The new report said that the 
problems highlighted six months 
ago involving China and Taiwan 
had not been corrected. It said 
that C hina’s currency manipula­
tion was coming at a time when 
the United States was seeing its 
trade deficit with that country soar 
rapidly.

Through September, the US 
deficit with China was $13.4 bil­
lion, second only to A m erica’s 
deficit with Japan of $33.9 billion. 
The deficit with Taiwan ranked 
third at $7.6 billion.

O lin  W ethington, assistan t 
treasury secretary for international 
affairs, said that “Chinese au­
thorities continue to frustrate ef­
fective balance of payments ad­
justm ent by tightly regulating 
exchange markets.”

continued on page 7

NEW YORK (AP) - Spot nonferrous metal prices Tuesday. 
Aluminum - 54.2 cents per lb London Metal Exch, Tue. 
Copper - 1.0775 dollars per pound.
Lead - 32 cents a pound.
Zinc - 51-5440 cents a pound, delivered.
Tin - -377.12 dollars per pound.
Gold - 334.65 dollars per troy oz.
Silver - 3.725 dollars per troy oz.
Mercury - 205.00-210.00 dollars per 76 lb flask.
Platinum - 352.50-354.50 dollars troy oz., N.Y. (contract).

L e a d i n g  i n d i c a t o r s ,  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  r i s e

By Dave Skidmore

W A SH IN G TO N  (AP) - New 
reports T uesday show ed the 
governm ent’s chief econom ic 
forecasting gauge, construction 
spending and manufacturing all 
up strongly. But econom ists, 
fooled by previous signs of re­
covery, weren’tready tocelebrate 
yet.

The Commerce Department’s 
Index of Leading Economic In ­
dicators rose 0.4 percent in Oc­
tober, the biggest gain in five 
months. The department also said 
construction spending in October 
advanced robustly for the second 
consecutive month, reaching the 
highest level in two years. And a 
widely followed private report 
showed American manufacturing 
surging in November.

“You can feel the comers being

turned all over the place. Every­
thing seems to be coming to­
gether,” said economist David 
Scidcrs of the National Associa­
tion of Home Builders.

But econom ist Laurence H. 
Meyer, a St. Louis-based con­
sultant, said, “We want to be a 
little bit cautious. W e’ve had pe­
riods where the data has been as 
good as O ctober’s before... and it 
did not mature into a recovery.”

Since the economy lapsed into 
recession in July 1990, analysts 
have been burned twice by pre­
maturely predicting a return to 
better times, once in mid-1991 
and again early this year. B ut each 
time a dip or a stall in activity 
prevented the economy from at­
taining a self-sustaining recovery. 
Economist Sung Won Sohn of 
Norwest Corp. in Minneapolis 

continued on page 7

Dollar falls; 
gold prices up
NEW  Y ORK (AP) - The Ameri­
can dollar fell against most major 
currencies Tuesday, even after two 
government reports showed that 
the US economy is picking up.

Gold prices rose. Gold for De- 
cemberdelivery finished at $335.10 
a troy ounce on the Commodity 
Exchange in New York, up 80 cents 
from Monday’s close. Republic 
National Bank quoted a late bid for 
gold o f  S334.90 up 30 cents from 
Monday.

In New York, the dollar fell to 
124.15 yen late Tuesday from 
124.695 late Monday. Earlier, in 
London, thedollarclosedat 124.40 
yen. In Tokyo, the dollar fell to 
124.72 Japanese yen from 124.75 
yen on Monday.

In New York, the British pound 
rose to $1.5475 from $1.5165 late 
Monday. In London, the pound 
rose to $1.5365 from $1.5140 late 
Monday.

The Index of Leading Economic 
Indicators, the government’s chief 
econom ic fo recasting  gauge, 
jum ped0.4 percent, theCommerce 
DepartmentsaidTuesdayinits first 
post-election report on the index.

The National Association o f 
P u rch asin g  M anagem en t’s 
monthly index on manufacturing 
rose to 55.0 percent, a big jump 
from the 50.6 percent level of O c­
tober and 49.0 level of September.

Curtis Perkins, a currency trader 
at Chemical Bank, said the good 
economic news showed short-term 
improvement, but questions about 
future conditions remain. Traders 
are waiting for Friday’s monthly 
unem ploym ent repo rt befo re  
making significant moves based 
on the economy, he said.

Ziggy Zborowski, a currency 
trader at Bank Leumi Trust Co. in 
New York, said Tuesday’s dollar 
declines were largely the result o f 
profit taking by investors seeking 
to cash in on gains earned on recent 
rises.

Traders also said the dollar was 
somewhat affected by the German 
central bank president’s renewed 
vow Tuesday that his nation will 
not cave in to world pressure and 
ease interest rates until domestic 
conditions permit such a move.

Lower interest rates in Germany 
could boost other currencies if in­
vestors switch their holdings to 
countries that can earn them rela­
tively higher rates.

Late dollar rates in New York, 
compared with Monday’s late rates, 
included: 1.5735 German marks, 
down from 1.5915; 1.4045 Swiss 
francs, down from 1.4340; French 
francs, 5.3655 down from 5.4055; 
1,393.00 Italian lire, down from 
1,394.00; and 1.28225 Canadian 
dollars, down from 1.2872.

Other late dollar rates in Europe, 
com pared w ith late M onday: 
1.5805 German marks, down from 
1.5940; 1.4135 Swiss francs, down 
from 1.4370; 5.3895 French francs, 
down from 5.4137; 1.7775 Dutch 
guilders, dow n from  1.7920; 
1,398.50

es
N EW  Y O RK  (AP) Foreign Exchange, N ew  York prices. 
Rates for trades of $1 million minimum.

FOREIGN CURRENCY DOLLAR IN
IN DOLLARS FOREIGN CURENCY

MON TUE MON TUE
fArgent Peso 1.0100 1.0100 .9901 .9901
Australia Doll .6838 .6818 1.4624 1.4667
Austria Schlll .0903 .0892 11.072 11.205
cBelgium Franc .0305 .0304 32.75 32.90
Brazil Cruzeir .00010 .00010 9875.00 9850.00
Britain Pound 1.5495 1.5150 .6454 .6601
30dayfwd 1.5452 1.5104 .6472 .6621
60dayfwd 1.5407 1,5059 .6491 .6641
90dayfwd 1.5369 1.5020 .6507 .6658

Canada Dollar ..7788 .7776 1.2840 1.2860
30dayfwd .7758 .7744 1.2890 1.2913
60day fwd .7732 .7720 1.2933 1.2954
90dayfwd .7712 .7698 1.2967 1.2990

yChile Peso .002707 .002667 369.36 375.00
China Yuan .1753 .1753 5.7055 5.7055
Colombia Peso .001639 .001632 610.30 612.85
cCzechosI Koru .0351 .0351 28.46 28.50
Denmark Krone .1618 .1616 6.1800 6.1900
zEcudr Sucre .000529 .000528 1892.00 1893.01
ECU 1.23080 1.22480 .8125 .8165
dEgypt Pound .3013 .3013 3.3195 3.3195
Finland Mark .1956 .1952 5.1130 5.1225
France Franc .1864 .1849 5.3645 5.4095
Germany Mark .6367 .6277 1.5705 1.5932
3Cday fwd .6338 .6247 1.5778 1.6007
60day fwd .6310 .6222 1.5847 1.6072
90day fwd .6286 .6198 1.5908 1.6133
Greece Drachma .004863 .004820 205.65 207.45
Hong Kong Doll .1290 .1292 7.7545 7.7398
Hungary Forint .0120 .0120 83.23 83.30
ylndia Rupee .0350 .0351 28.571 28.490
Indnsia Rupiah .000485 .000485 2060.00 2060.03
Ireland Punt 1.6780 1.6600 .5959 .6024
Israel Shekel .3704 .3774 2.7000 2.6500
Italy Lira .000717 .000718 1394.50 1393.00
Japan Yen .008055 .008035 124.15 124.46
30day fwd .008052 .008031 124.20 124.51
60day fwd .008052 .008031 124.20 124.51
90day fwd .008050 .008030 124.23 124.53

Jordan Dinar 1.4789 1.4810 .67620 .67522
Lebanon Pound .000534 .000533 1871.00 1875.00
Malaysia Ringg .3946 .3945 2.5345 2.5350
zMexico Peso .000321 .000321 3112.00 3117.00
NethrlndsGuild .5588. .5563 1.7895 1.7975
N. Zealand Dol .5116 .5096 1.9547 1.9623
Norway Krone .1532 .1530 6.5270 6.5350
Pakistan Rupee .0393 .0394 25.44 25.35
yPeru New Sol ‘.6410 .6250 1.560 1.600
zPhilpins Peso .0395 .0397 25.30 25.20
Poland Zloty .000065 .000065 15370 15300
Portugal Escud .007062 .007010 141.60 142.65
aRussia Ruble .002398 .002237 417.00 447.00
Saudi Arab Riy .2667 .2667 3.7502 3.7502
Singapore Doll .6112 .6111 1.6360 1.6365
So. Africa Ran .3323 .3322 3.0090 3.0100
So. Korea Won .001273 .001274 785.30 784.80
Spain Peseta .008688 .008669 115.10 115.35
Sweden Krona .1452 .1459 6.8890 6.8550
Switzerlnd Fra .7123 .6981 1.4040 1.4325
30day fwd .7104 .6962 1.4076 1.4363
60day fwd .7089 .6949 1.4107 1.4391
90dayfwd .7074 .6934 1.4136 1.4421
Taiwan NT .0393 .0393 25.45 25.45
Thailand Baht .03920 .03923 25.51 25.49
Turkey Lira .000122 .000120 8219.02 8300.00
U.A.E. Dirham .2723 .2723 3.6722 3.6722
(Uruguay Peso .000283 .000284 3531.00 3516.00
zVenzuel Boliv .0127 .0128 78.7000 78.5000
Yugoslv NewDin .00133 .00133 750.00 750.00
ECU: European Currency Unit, a basket of European currencies.
The Federal Reserve Board's index of the value of the dollar 
against 10 other currencies weighted on the basis of trade was 
90.02 Tuesday, off 0.91 points or 1 .00 percent from Monday's 90.93. 
A year ago the index was 87.64.
a-auctionresult, Moscow Foreign Currency Exchange, c-commercial 
rate, d-free market rate, (-financial rate, y-official rate, 
z-floating rate.
Prices as of 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time (1900 GMT) from Telerate 
Systems and other sources.
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Leading...
Continued from page 6
said this upturn looks better than 

other short-lived periods of im­
provement because it is finally 
evident in employment.

O f the index’s 11 forward- 
look ing  ind icato rs, the m ost 
positive was a 13.7 percent drop 
in average weekly unemployment 
benefit claims, the steepest since 
December 1982.

“This came in spite of the fact 
that big corporations are an ­
nouncing a lot more layoffs,” 
Sohn said. “I think we are getting 
the improvement in small busi­
nesses. Three-quarters o f our jobs 
come from small businesses.”

Five other indicators in the in­
dex, designed to predict economic 
conditions six to nine months in 
advance, were positive. T wo were 
neutral and three were negative.

The -other positive indicators, 
from  biggest to smallest, were:

_An increase in (he average 
w ork week of m anufacturing 
employees.

_A jum p in unfilled orders at 
factories, a sign that manufactur­
ers are not as easily keeping up 
with new orders and may need to 
hire soon.

_A  rise in orders for business 
equipment and buildings.

_A n increase in orders for 
consumer goods and the materi­
als that go into them.

_A  small gain in building per­
mits.

The neutral indicators were the 
University o f M ichigan’s con 
sumer sentiment survey and the 
inflation-adjusted growth in the 
money supply. The drags on the 
index were:

_A  decline in the prices of raw 
materials, a sign of stalled de­
mand.

_A  drop in business delivery, 
times, showing companies aren’t 
having trouble keeping up with 
demand.

_A  fall in stock prices as m ea­
sured by the Standard and Poor’s 
500.The various changes, left the 
index at a seasonally adjusted 
149.1, up 2.7 percent from a year 
ago. But, since May, the index 
has been virtually flat.

Meanwhile, a separate report 
showed construction spending 
rising 1 percent in October to> 
$429.3 billion at a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate. The strength 
cam e in s ing le-fam ily  hom e 
construction, spurred by low  
mortgage rates.

And the National Association 
o f P urchasing M anagem ent’s 
monthly index rose to 55.0 per­
cent, a big jum p from the 50.6 
percent level o f October and the 
49.0 level of September. A read­
ing above 50 percent generally 
indicates manufacturing is ex­
panding. The index is based on a 
survey of purchasing executives 
at more than 300 U.S. industrial 
companies.

Economists said the improving 
tone of reports mean» there is 
little immediate prospect that the 
Federal Reserve will cut short­
term  interest rates unless the 
economy unexpectedly sours.

Asian m arkets fall
H O N G  K O N G  (AP) - A sian 
stockmarkets closedmostly lower 
T u esd a y /a n d  the Hong K ong 
m arket’s leading index plunged 5 
percent because o f a sharpening 
war o f words between China and 
B rita in  o v e r  the c a p ita lis t  
enclave’s future.

The Hang Seng Index, the 
m arket’s key indicator o f blue 
chips, plummeted 308.92 points, 
or 5.3 percent, closing at 5,501.71. 
T h e  d ro p , w h ich  fo llo w e d ' 
M onday’s 176-point loss, was the 
biggest one-day fall since August

1991.
Brokers attributed the plunge 

to C h ina’s threat Monday that any 
contracts, leases o r agreements 
signed by the British colonial 
government but not approved by 
Beijing would not be honored by 
the Chinese after they resume 
control o f Hong Kong in 1997.

The warning followed the Hong 
Kong government’s decisions last 
week to start building a planned 
m ultibillion-dollar airport and 
award three consortia the rights to 
build a container terminal.

“I don’t think there will be any 
support for the m arket unless we 
see som e positive news from  
Beijing or the H ong Kong gov­
ernment,” said James Lam, an 
analyst at Nikko Securities.

In Tokyo, share prices fell back 
on profit-taking after more than a 
w eek of gains. T he 225-issue 
Nikkei Stock Average lost 370.61 
points, or 2.10 percent, closing at 
17,313.04 points. T he Tokyo 
Stock Price Index of all issues 
listed on the first section fell 19.27 

Continued on page 8

Stock prices undergo correction
N EW  Y O R K  (AP) - Stock prices 
declined today in a technical 
correction. Analysts said the 
market was ripe for a selloff after 
its rally over the past several 
weeks.

“Everybody was looking for a 
correction after what ’ s been a heck 
of a move,” said Tony Dwyer, an 
analyst at Prudential Securities 
Inc. There was little reaction 
to  a re p o r t show ing  the 
governm ent’s chief US economic 
forecasting gauge turned higher 
in October after having fallen in 
three o f the previous fourmonths. 
The Index of Leading Economic 
Indicators jum ped 0.4 percent, in 
line with m arket expectations.

Separately, the governm ent 
said construction spending rose 1 
percent in October to the highest 
level in more than two years. In 
addition, the N ational Assocation 
o f  Purchasing M anagem ent’s 
m onthly index put in a befter- 
than-expected rise in November.

Despite the favorable tone of 
the reports, the market needed a 
“ tim e  o u t,” sa id  A lfre d  E. 
Goldman, a vice president at A.G. 
Edward and Sons Inc. brokerge 
firm  in St. Louis.

“The optimism got to danger­
ous levels,” he said. “A lm ost 
anything or nothing would have 
brought in some profit-taking.” 

Disney was among the most

actively traded issues. Chairman 
M ichael Eisner and another ex ­
ecutive confirmed they sold 5 
m illion shares in part because of 
uncertainty surrounding P resi­
dent-elect Bill C linton’s taxplans.

A sharp decline in Disney shares 
h e lp ed  ex ten d  the  m a rk e t’s 
negative tone, analysts said.The 
Dow Jones average o f 30 indus­
trials lost 10.80 to 3,294.36.

But advancing issues matched 
declining ones on the New York 
Stock Exchange, w ith916up,917 
down and 578 unchanged.

NYSE volume totaled 269.02 
m illion shares as of 4 p.m. (2100 
GM T), against 237.44 million in 
the previous session.

N e w  Y o r k  c l o s i n g  p r i c e s
N EW  Y O R K  (AP) - New Y ork Stock Exchange closing prices Tuesday:

AMR 641-2 BrMySq 67 7-8 DowCh 54 7-8 Houslnt 56 1-4 Navlstr 1 7-8 SouthCo 36 1-8
ASA Ltd 323-4 Brnwk 151-4 Dressr 171-2 ITT Cp 71 NwVall 11-64 SpellEnt 6 3-8
AbtLabs 307-8 BurlNth 417-8 DuPont 49 1-4 ITW 651-4 NllkSo 637-8 SunCo 26 3-8
AetnLf 46 CBI 30.1-4 EKodak 413-4 Imcera 38 7-8 OcciPet 181-8 Supval >33 3-8
Alcan 173-8 CBS 188 1-2 Eaton 74 INCO 21 1-8 Olin 401-2 TRW 52 5-8
AldSgnl 57 3-4 CIGNA 56 3-4 Entergy 32 1-8 IBM 67 3-4 PacGE 32 Tandy 29 3-8
Alcoa 71 CPCs 47 5-8 Exxon 59 IntFlav 1111-4 PacTel 42 3-4 Teldyn 18 3-8
Amax 17 CSX 691-8 FMC 501-4 IntPap 64 ParCom 42 7-8 Tennco 351-4
AmHes 44 7-8 CampSps 43 FedNM 73 3-4 JohnJn s 50 3-8 Penney 78 1-2 Texaco 59 3-8
ABrand 413-4 CdnPcg 113-8 FstChlc 341-4 Kmart s ' 26 3-8 PepsiC 40 3 -4 ' Texlnst 49 3-8
AElPw 31 1-8 CapCits 4631-2 Flntste 43 7-8 Kelloggs 68 5-8 Pfizer 78 TexUtll 413-4
AmExp 221-2 Caterp 56 5-8 Flemng 311-4 KerrMc 42 7-8 PhelpDs 46 3-4 Textron 43 1-4
AGnCp 54 1-2 Ceridian 15 3-4 Fluor 45 3-8 Korea 131-2 PhllMr 80 3-4 TimeW s 27 1-4
AHome 715-8 Chase 27 FordM 42 5-8 Kroger 14 3-4 PhilPet 23 7-8 Travler 24'3-8
AmStrs 44 3-8 ChmBnk 36 3-4 Fuqua 12 5-8 vjLTV 1-2 Polaroid 32 Trinova 22 1-4
AT and T 471-4 Chevrn 68 1-4 GTE 34 Lilly 63 1-8 Primea 48 3-8 UAL Cp 119 1-2
Amoco 48 Chiquta 16 3-8 GnDyn 99 Litton s 43 5-8 ProctG s 53 3-4 USG 9-16
Anheus 595-8 Chryslr 30 1-8 GenEI 821-8 Lockhd 51 3-8 QuakrO 701-8 USXMar 16 5-8
Armco 6 1-4 Citicorp 19. GnMIII 69 Matsu 92 1 -8 Quantm 14 3-8 USXUSS 30 3-8
Asarco 23 7-8 Coastal' 24'3-4 GnMotr 32 3-8 McDerl 221-2 RalsPu 46 5-8 UCarb 161-4
AshOil 251-8 CocaCI s 39 1-2 GaPac 605-8 McDonld 49 Raytfin s 45 3-4 UnPac 591-8
AtlRich 1071-4 ColgPal 59 3-4 ' Gillete 591-2 McDnD 47 7-8 ReyMtl 55 5-8 Unisys 9 3-4
Avon 581-8 vjCoIGs 20 1-4 Cdrlch 45 5-8 McKes 42 5-8 Rockwl 26 3-8 UnTech 44 1-2
BakrHu 18 3-8 CmwE 24 7-8 Goodyr 731-4 Mesrx 18 1-2 RoylD 82 3-4 Unocal 24 1-4
SankAm 463-8 Corns at ' 48 Grace 375-8 Merck s 45 3-4 Salomn 37 5-8 WarnL 69 1-4
BankTr 651-4 ConEd 31 1-2 GtAtPc 281-8 .MerLyn 60 SaraLee 60 1-2 WellsF 761-8
BauschL 57 3-4 ConsNG 47 GtWFn 15 5-8 МММ 102 1-8 SaraLwi 30 3-8 WstgEI 12 5 -8 .
BengtB 13-16 Comln s 391-4 Halbtn 301-8 Mobil 59 3-4 SchrPI 66 7-8 Weyerh 39
BethSW 14 7-8 CurtWr 30 7-8 Heinz 42 7-8 Monsan 56 1-8 Schlmb 60 1-2 Whitmn 14 5-8
BlackD 191-2 Deere 38 7-8 HewlPk 641-8 MorgSt 52 3-4 ScottP 37 3-8 W hitkn 121-4
Boeing 35 DeltaAir 53 3-4 Hmstke 10 5-8 Morgan 61 Sears 431-4 Wolwth 331-4
BoiseC 19 5-8 DialCp 413-8 Honda 22 Motoria 103 5-8 SmtBceqs 35 7-8 Xerox 78
Borden 27 3-4 Digital 32 7-8 Honwel 68 NLInd 4 3-8 SonyCp 32 5-8 ZenithE 61-2

US warns 
Japan on rice 
im port ban

TO K Y O  (AP) - With a self- 
imposed year-end deadline fast 
approaching, a US official 
warned Japan Tuesday to drop 
its longstanding total ban on 
rice imports or be responsible 
for scuttling the GATT global 
trade talks.

“There is almost no sympa­
thy fo r J a p a n ’s p o s it io n  
anywhere in the world,” the 
official told reporters at a brief­
ing.

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, he warned that if 
the so-called Uruguay Round 
of talks under the G eneral 
A greem ent on T ariffs  and 
Trade fails because o f Tokyo’s· 
stubbornness, the US rice in­
dustry will file for retaliatory 
trade ac tio n  “ five m inutes 
thereafter.”

He added that such measures 
could extend to other indus­
tries as well.

Lastm onth, theUnited States 
and E u ro p ean  C om m unity  
ended eight months of often 
fractious negotiations with an 
agreement to open agricultural 
markets and phase out Euro­
pean  su b s id ie s  o f  farm  
products.

That has put the spotlight on 
Japan, w hich like South Korea 
has re s is te d  the id e a  o f  
tariffication” of its rice import 

ban - in other words, convert­
ing the ban into tariffs that 
w ould allow  an increasing  
am ount o f  imports over a six- 
year period.

The official noted that par­
ticipants in the talks have been 
aiming for a Dec. 23 deadline 
for a provisional w orldwide 
agreem ent, m ainly because 
W ashington must submit the 
pact to Congress for approval 
by M arch 2 and ironing out the 
details will take “ at least a 
couple o f months.”

On M onday, the' Japanese 
nationwide newspaper Asahi 
Shimbun said Japan planned to 
accept rice imports because the 
government had concluded that 
it would be difficult to win an 
exception for rice in the GATT 
talks.

But Prime Minister Kiichi 
M iyazawa denied that Japan 
would agree to the tariff plan.

T he g o v e rn m e n t’s top  
spokesman, Koichi Kato, ech- 
oedM iyazaw a’sdenial butsaid 
that the time may come for 
Japan to m ake a “pol itical deci­
sion” to open its rice market.

China.. Continue from page 6

SUBSCRIBE TO THE  

MARIANAS VARIETY

H e charged  that T a iw a n ’s 
governm ent had “rigid, state- 
im p o sed  fo re ig n  e x c h a n g e  
restric tions” even though the 
country was running large sur­
pluses in its foreign balance of 
paym ents and was sitting  on 
nearly $90 billion in foreign ex­
change reserves.

The 1988 law requires that the 
administration tell Congress how 
it plans to correct the trade-dis­
to rtin g  cu rre n c y  p ro b le m s, 
including any trade sanctions.

The administration indicated it 
planned negotiations with both

the Chinese and Taiwanese. Of­
ficials said that James H. Fall HI, 
a deputy assistant treasury sec­
retary, arrived inTai wan this week 
for talks with officials.

In addition to allegations of 
currency manipulation against 
China and Taiwan, the report put 
South Korea on notice that the 
United States would like to see 
changes in its currency policies.

Although it did not formally 
accuse South Korea o f currency 
manipulation, it said that “per­
vasive foreign exchange and 
capital controls constrain market

forces and provide the potential 
for manipulation.”

The report blamed the widen­
ing US trade deficit on major 
weaknesses in Am erica’s princi­
pal overseas markets.

I t cited a September forecast by 
the International Monetary Fund 
that the w orld’s seven richest in­
dustrial countries - the United 
States, Japan, Germany, Britain, 
France, Canada and Italy - should 
see economic growth of 3 percent 
next year.

B ut it noted that since that tim e

many private economists had re­
vised downward -their forecasts 
for world growth and said that the 
IM F outlook was clouded by 
“considerable uncertainty and 
substantial downside risks” in 
much of the industrialized world.

“Consumer confidence remains 
weak; industrial output is below 
earlier peaks, and business in ­
vestm ent is sluggish,” the report 
said, adding that France, Canada, 
Japan and the United States should 
have the best economic perfor­
mances next year.
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E X E C U T I O N  S A L E  

L E A S E H O L D  E S T A T E

NAVY HILL PROPERTY

Excellent and majestic ocean 
view located next to former 
Marianas Hotel, Kan Pacific and 
Sabel Apartments.

Original selling price $3 0 0 . 0 0  per 
square meter.

Now to be sold at auction at low 
low price. Minimum bid $4 9 . 0 0  

per square meters.

Nine separate but contiguous lots 
from 1 , 7 0 0  to 3 , 0 0 0  square 
meters each.

Total Area 1 7 , 9 7 7  square meters. 

(5 2 1 /2 ) years remaining on lease.

When: D ecem ber 4th, 1992 at 1:00 P.M. 
Where: D epartm ent o f Public Safety, 

Saipan

JFor in form ation con tact
David A. W isem an a t 234-7520/7860 &

2 3 5 -5 14 7 . 120,3 04 2 0 )

B U S I N E S S
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Burger Time - For Sale

in clu d es:
Bus. 5 Tables. 20 chairs, 

Canopy. 10 KUA generator 
and all kitchen equipment. 
Must sell $29,000 or best 

offer.

Call 322-3311  
e x t . 2 0 3 0  Terry.

JUST SAY NO TO DRUGS... .
and think about the horrible 

conséquences of drug addiction.

Japan slump wipes 
out labor shortage

T O K Y O  (AP) - Japan’s eco­
nom ic slum p w iped out the 
nation’s labor shortage in Octo­
ber, when the number of job seek­
ers exceeded job offers for the 
first time in four years and five 
months, the Labor Ministry said 
Thursday. A ministry official, 
speaking on condition of ano­
nymity, said there were 96 job 
offers for every 100 job  seekers.

The ratio has fallen for 19 con­
secutive m onths since M arch 
1991, when there were 147 job  
offers for every 100 job  seekers,

the official said. Offers and seek­
ers were about equal in Septem­
ber.

The official said the biggest la­
bor surplus recordcdcame in 1978 
- 51 job offers for every 100 seek­
ers.

He said the number o f jobs of­
fered by manufacturing industries 
in October fell by 28.9 percent 
front a year earlier, by wholesale 
and restaurant businesses by 15.3 
percent and by transport and 
communication services by 13.5 
percent.

M eanwhile, the Management 
and Coordination Agency said in 
a monthly report that Japan’s un­
em ployment rate after seasonal 
adjustment remained unchanged 
for the fourth consecutive month 
at 2.2 percent.

As of October, the number of 
unemployed totaled 1.45 million, 
up 130,000, or9.8 percent, from a 
year earlier, while the number of 
job  holders rose by 1.2 percent 
from October 1991 to 64.96 mil­
lion, the agency said.

Bourse exposes phony shares
KUALA L U M PU R , M alay­

sia (APj - The Kuala Lumpur 
Stock Exchange saidTuesday it 
has detected an attempt by "a 
certain syndicate” to  cheat the 
m arket o f  26 m illion ringgit 
(SI 0.4 m illion) by falsifying 
share certificate values.

In  a statement, the exchange 
said that becaure of early detec­
tion and warnings to traders, 
only a small amount o f  the fal­
sified shares in 10 Malaysian 
companies had been bailed.

T h e  S tock  E x ch an g e  o f  
Singapore said transactions car­
ried out there in the tampered 
certificates amounted to 2 m il­
lion. Singapore dollars (US SI ,3 
million).

The Kuala Lumpur exchange 
said noncot the shares had passed 
through its clearing system so far.

“The total loss at this moment 
in the Singapore market is be­
lie v ed  to b e  in s ig n ific a n t , 
com pared  to  the 26 m illion  
r in g g it , '’ the K uala L um pur 
exchange's statement said.

It said the scheme involved al­
tering “ 1 ’’ on sliai c certificates to 
" 1.000,*’ and then selling them on 
the market as 1 ,(KJ0 shares.

Some of those certificates sur­
faced w hen presented  to the 
Registrar for transfer and regis- 
badoii, it added.

Traders said although there had 
been previous cases of outright 
forgery of certificates, this was

the first time figures had been 
altered.

They also said previous forg­
eries were for small amounts, 
and this was the biggest such 
fraud detected in the m arket so 
far.

Traders said the bullish m ar­
ket was not al'tected by the 
disclosure. The 10
companies whose shares were 
tampered with were The New 
Straits Times Press ^Malaysia) 
Bhd., Aiab-M alaysia Finance 
Bhd.. Malay sun  Pacific Indus­
tries Bhd., Pclangi Bhd., UMW 
Holdings Bhd., M alayan Bank­
ing Bhd., Magnum Corp. Bhd., 
Sirne Darby Bhd., Sime UEP 
Properties Bhd..

Chrysler exporting cars to Japan
T O K Y O  (AP) - Chrysler Corp. 
will be the first US auto maker to 
market right-hand drive vehicles 
in Japan, starting in January, its 
Japanese subsidiary said Tues­
day.

Japanese, who drive on the left 
side of the road, often have cited 
US com panies’ refusal to offer 
cars with steering wheels on the 
ri ght as a reason for poor American 
car sales here. European makers 
already market right-hand drive 
vehicles in Japan, and Japan sells 
left-hand drive cars in the United 
States.

US makers, however, have said 
their sales in Japan have been too 
small to make cars with steering 
wheels on the right.

Iz.umi Kato of Chrysler Japan 
Sales Ltd. said that because of 
increasing demand by Japanese 
buyers for cars adapted lo this 
nation’s roads, Chrysler will mar­
ket right-hand Jeep Cherokee 
models in Japan starting in Janu­
ary.

Kato said the company plans to 
sell 2,500 vehicles, all jeeps, in 
1993, about 30 percent more than 
this year, through nationwide sales

channels of Honda M otorCo. and 
Seibu Motor Sales Co.

The 1993 models coming to 
Japan also include left-hand drive 
W rangler and Grand Cherokee 
jeeps, he said.

Kato said that as of Oct. 31, 
1,696 vehicles including only 124 
passenger cars had been sold in 
Japan this year, and sales would 
reach 1,800 by the end of die year.

Chrysler sold 1,491 vehicles in 
Japanin 1991, up4.1 percent from 
a year earlier and accounting for 
0.76 percent o f imported cars sold 
in Japan.

Asian... C ontinued  from  p ag e  7

p o in ts , or 1.45 p e rc e n t, to 
1,304.08.

All other Asian markets closed 
lower except for M anila and 
Jakarta.PSYDNEY: Australian 
share prices c lo sed  weaker on 
concerns about another fall in the 
Australian dollar. The All-Ordi­
naries index closed down 3.8 
points at 1,444.3.

WELLINGTON: NewZealand 
shares finished lower in busy 
trading. The NZSE-40 Index 
ended  dow n 8 .04  p o in ts  at 
1,539.33.

SEOUL: Share prices on the 
Korea Stock Exchange finished 
lower on profit-taking. The Ko-

rca Composite Stock Price Index 
shed 3.43 points in m oderate 
trading, closing at 659.93.

TAIPEI: Taiwan share prices 
were lower in extrem ely thin 
trading. The market’s weighted 
index slum ped 28.25 points, 
closing at 3,646.76, following 
M onday’s 11-point drop.

SINGAPORE: Prices climbed 
from the day’s lows as late bar­
gain-hunting lifted shares de­
pressed by concerns over forged 
share certificates in the market. 
The Straits Times Industrials In ­
dex of 30 blue chips closed 5.00 
points lower at 1,464.07.

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian

share prices closed broadly lower 
in active trading as recent profit- 
taking intensified. The Kuala 
Lumpur Stock Exchange’s Com ­
posite Index ended down 4.66 
points at 637.23. BANGKOK: 
The Stock Exchange of Thailand 
index fell 3.88 points to 861.33 in 
moderate tradings

MANILA: Manila shares rose 
slightly on very thin volume. The 
M anila composite index of 30 
selected issues added 2.90 jxiints 
to 1,266.48. Markets were closed 
Monday, a national holiday.

JAKARTA: The Jakarta stock 
exchange composite index edged 
up 1 .256 p o in ts , c lo s in g  at 
284.348.

In case of emergency CALL 911
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S a t e l l i t e  p h o to s  s h o w  
N . K o r e a  n u k e  p r o je c t

By Kelly Smith Tunney

SEO U L, South K orea (AP) -
Intelligence officials say they 
have evidence North Korea has 
built and attempted to cam ou­
flage new construction near its 
largest nuclear complex.

North Korea has repeatedly 
denied claim s it is h iding a 
nuclear weapons program.

Highly reliable W estern and 
South Korean sources told The 
A ssociated Press that pho to ­
graphs by US satellites clearly 
show recent construction in an 
area near Yongbyon, 98 kilo­
meters (60 miles) northwest of 
the capital, Pyongyang.

The new  construction had 
b eg u n  w hen  In te rn a tio n a l 
Atomic Energy Agency inspec­
tors arrived in November, but 
the inspectors were not aware of 
it and were not shown the site, 
the sources said.

North K orea’s highly secre­
tive Communist government has 
allowed some inspections this 
yearofnuclearfacilitiesitclaim s 
are for peaceful purposes.

The sources were particularly 
concerned by the the proximity 
o f the construction to other sus­
picious nuclear sites and that 
North Korea has kept the con­
struction secret.

“If the North Koreans are con­
tinuing to build facilities which 
look to be of a technical nature 
adjacent to Yongbyon, and if 
they have not shown or declared 
them, we should be deeply con­
ce rn ed ,” sa id  D r. P e te r  D. 
Zimmerman, a specialist in arms 
control and verification at the 
Center for Strategic and Inter­
national Studies in Washington.

The sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, declined 
to discuss the full scope of the 
construction revealed by the 
photos or to speculate on its pur­
pose.

They did, however, say the 
photos show that a tributary road 
that led into the new site from  a

main road into Yongbyon has 
been blocked and trees have 
been planted at the tum bff to 
purposely obscure it.

The United States, Japan, 
China, Russia and South Korea 
long have expressed fears that a 
nuclear-arm ed N orth K orea 
could upset the military balance 
in Northeast Asia.

Concern over nuclear issues 
has delayed rapprochement be­
tween the Koreas and kept the 
West and Japan from improving 
ties with and giving economic 
aid to North Korea.

One South Korean source said 
a dome-shaped, structure at the 
site was of particular concern 
because of suspicion it could 
house a new reactor to produce 
plutonium, one of the materials 
used for nuclear weapons.

In Vienna, IAEA spokesman 
David Kyd said the agency had 
heard “nothing at all” about fresh 
construction at Yongbyon. He 
said the South Koreans may 
bring up the issue at a board of 
governors meeting later this 
week.

Kyd said a- North K orean 
delegation had visited IAEA 
headquarters on Monday, but 
had not mentioned new con­
struction. A fifth inspection team 
is to visit the North in a few 
weeks, he said.

The Yongbyon complex is 
said to comprise more than 100 
buildings, including a large 
laboratory that Western analysts 
believe is geared  to  m ake 
weapons-grade plutonium.

In a related development, the 
sources said the North Koreans 
refused last month to permit the 
IAEA to take samples from the 
core of one of two reactors.

Samples to measure the level 
of chemicals and radioactivity 
could indicate whether North 
Koreans have used the original 
fuel rods in the manner claimed 
and whether a significant quan­
tity of plu tonium  has been 
extracted.

A i r  p o l l u t i o n  w o r s e n s  

i n  T h i r d  W o r l d  n a t i o n s

9 - y e a r - o l d  t a k e s  
c h a r g e  o f  2  b i r t h s

D E T R O IT  (AP) - Charmaine 
Parks dreams of a career in m edi­
cine, Now the 9-year-old can put 
this on her resume: Took charge 
when mom and a neighbor both 
gave birth the same morning.

When Shari Parks woke up with 
labor pains before dawn Monday, 
Charmaine ran across the street 
and asked Patricia J ackson to drive 
her mother to the hospital.

Charmaine and her five sib­
lings went with the women to 
Grace Hospital. When the chil­
dren came home a few hours later, 
Margo Jackson, Ms. Jackson’s 
daughter, was in labor.

Charmaine dialed 'he police 
emergency line.

With the emergency operator’s 
help, the child  helped coach 
Patricia Jackson and another 
neighbor as they ushered a 5- 
pound, 7-ounce (2.4-kilogram)

girl into the world.
“ I w a sn ’t s c a re d ,” said  

Charmaine, a fourth-grade honor 
student and oldest of seven chil­
dren. “ My m am a’s had babies all 
her life, so why should I be afraid 
of one little kid?”

At the hospital four hours after 
M argo Jackson delivered her 
daughter, Ms. Parks gave birth to 
an 8-pound, 15-o»ncc (4-kilo­
gram) boy.

Charm ainc’s father, Andre Roy 
Parks, was at work while all this 
was going on. He said he was glad 
his daughter was in charge.

“I think I might have fainted,” 
he said. “You try to teach your 
child what to do in an emergency, 
but you never know what they’ll 
really do.

‘T o  be honest, I ’m just stunned 
by all this. I couldn’t be prouder.” 
And the m others and babies? 
They’re all doing fine.

By Alexander G. Higgins

GENEVA (AP). - A ir in many 
Third W orld countries is getting 
more polluted, with heavy metals 
like mercury and cancer-causing 
chemicals increasingly entering 
the mix, says a UN report.

Several Third W orld cities are 
approaching “the m assive air 
pollution levels of the notorious 
London smogs of 40 years ago,” 
Dr. Michael Gwinn o f the UN 
Environment Program told re­
porters Tuesday.

Although cities in developed 
countries have done much to im ­
prove air quality, some developing 
countries seem unaware of the 
dangers, said the report. The cost 
o f the latest technology needed to 
tackle some of the problems keeps 
poorer countries from using them.

The report, by the environment 
agency and the W orld Health 
Organization, warned that air 
pollution will increasingly cause 
health problems, including dam ­
age to the heart, lungs and brain, 
as more and more people move to 
cities. The report noted a UN 
prediction that 47 percent o f the 
world’s population will live in 
urban areas by the year 2000.

The two agencies joined in ex­
am ining the air quality o f 20 
“m egacities,” which they said 
already had populations of at least 
10 million or were expected to 
reach that number by the end of 
the century.

They said it was the first com ­
prehensive overview of world air 
pollution. Mexico City had the 
d irtiest air, while New York, 
L ondon  and T o k y o  had  the 
cleanest, the report said.

It said the dangerous elements 
that are increasingly being found 
alongside the “traditional pollut­
an ts” include asbestos fibers, 
radon and benzene.

T he new  po llu tan ts are in 
smaller quantities than the tradi­
tional pollutants, but they could 
nonetheless pose major risks be­
cause they are extremely toxic, it 
said.

Open trash burning is a major 
problem in developing countries, 
the report said. “There is no excuse 
for this going on,” said Gwinn.

The problems of Mexico City, 
which is ringedby mountains, are 
made worse because of the thin 
air at its high elevation - 2,240 
meters (7,349 feet) - much above 
the other cities, which were gen­

erally near sea level.
Location often played a major 

role, with nearby deserts or bar­
ren lands causing dust storms that 
frequently foul the air o f Beijing, 
Cairo, Delhi, Karachi and Mexico 
City.

M otor vehicles are the main 
source o f pollution in most of the 
cities, especially in Los Angeles, 
whose 8 million registered v e­
hicles were double the number in 
second-place Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
M ost o f  the cities had about 1 
million.

Four cities - Seoul, South Ko­
rea; Karachi, Pakistan: Cairo; and 
Beijing - each reported two pol­
lutants at levels o f more than 
double the WHO limits. Ten cit­
ies - Bangkok, Bombay, Calcutta, 
Delhi, Jakarta, Los Angeles, M a­
nila, Sao Paulo, Shanghai and 
Tokyo - each had double the WHO 
limits for one pollutant.

London was low in all areas but 
carbon monoxide, a frequent ele­
ment of car exhaust. New York 
had low pollution in three areas 
but reported moderate to heavy 
pollution from carbon monoxide 
and ozone.

Tokyo had a serious problem 
with ozone, but reported only low 
levels o f pollution in other areas.

S p a c e  t e l e s c o p e  c a p t u r e s  

v i e w s  o f  d i s t a n t  g a l a x i e s
By Paul Recer

W A S H IN G T O N  (AP) - The
Hubble Space Telescope has cap­
tured views of what may be the 
most distant cluster o f galaxies 
ever sighted, a group of objects 
seven billion to 10 billion light 
years away, an astronomer said 
Tuesday.

Alan Dressier o f the Carnegie 
Institution in W ashington said 
views of the distant objects were 
found in the background of a study 
of galaxies about 4  billion light 
years away.

Dressier said that to a ground- 
based telescope the objects would 
be “just a bunch of fuzzy blobs” 
but that the Hubble, sighting from 
above the distorting influence of 
the Earth’s atmosphere, can re­
solve the points o f light into 
distinct features.

A light year is the distance that 
light will travel in a vacuum in 
one year, about 6 trillion miles. 
Since it takes such a long time for 
the light to travel from its source 
to Earth, what is sighted is actu­
ally a view of the moment that the 
light was created and not as things 
are now.

As a result, light that has trav­
eled for 10 bill ion years shows the 
conditions of 10 bill ion years ago. 
This means the galaxies sighted 
are seen as they were near the 
beginning of theuniverse. thought 
to be some 12 to 15 billion years 
ago.

The grouping consists o f 30 to 
40 bright points that Dressier said 
could be light streaming from the

star-forming violence within the 
galaxies.

In one comer of the group, he 
said, is a quasar that ifc known 
from other studies to be about 10 
billion light years away. Quasars, 
o r q u a s i-s te lla r  o b je c ts , arc 
thought to be bright, active cores 
o f primitive galaxies and most are 
found at points 10 billion light 
years away.

“Though the superposition of 
the cluster objects and the quasar 
could be a coincidence, both are 
so unusual that there is good rea­
son to believe they are all members 
o f the same cluster,” said Dressier.

The objects do not appear to be 
in the elliptical, spiral or round 
shapes m ost com m on among 
nearby galaxies, he said. This 
suggests, said Dressier, dial the 
more distant objects could be 
galaxies in the early stages of 
formation.

More study by the Hubble may 
give views of galaxies at the very 
moment of formation, early in the 
history of the universe, he said.

Such views should be easily 
obtained, said Dressier, if die 
flawed optics of the Hubble arc 
repaired as scheduled next year. 
Space shuttle astronauts are to 
rendezvous in orb it w ith the 
Hubble late in 1993 and install 
corrective lens and a new  camera.

Dressier said view s o f  two 
clusters of galaxies four billion 
•light years away showed that about

30 percent were spiral galaxies, 
orpinwheel-shaped formations of 
stars, gas and m atter. Among 
closer, and, hence, older, clusters 
o f galaxies, only about 5 percent 
are spiral-shaped.

“This is some of the best evi­
dence yet that galaxies in clusters 
evolve and change over time,” he 
said.

A galaxy is 100 billion to 150 
billion stars bound in a single 
grouping by gravitational influ­
ence. A cluster is a group of 
galaxies that occupy a single area 
of die sky as a gravitationally 
boundunit. A clustcrm ayincludc 
thousands of galaxies.

Drcsslcrsaid clustered galaxies 
evolve because of powerful tidal 
forces diat can cause an effect 
rather like that of a food blender. 
As they move near each other, 
galaxies rip each other apart, 
stealing away stars and causing 
gigantic explosions of energy and 
perhaps even blending into one 
unit.

“These clusters are so dense 
that dicre arc all kinds of possi­
bilities for disturbing the galaxies, 
unlike ourow n galaxy, which sits 
out by itself without these influ­
ences,” he said.

The sun, about which the Earth 
orbits, is a star in the Milky Way 
galaxy, which is a spiral galaxy 
that is not part of a galactic clus­
ter. There are thought to be about 
150 billion stars in the M ilky W ay.

DON'T BE A LITTERBUG 
KEEP SAIPAN BEAUTIFUL!
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Bush: Treat Puerto Rico as a state
By Christopher Connell

W A SH IN G TON  (AP) - Presi­
dent Bush ordered all federal 
departments and officials Tues­
day to trea t P u e rto  R ico  
administratively as if  it were a 
state.

Bush took the largely symbolic 
action four weeks after the resi­
dents of the self-governing US 
territory elected a pro-statehood 
governor, PedroRossello, and sent

a pro-statehood m ajority to the 
island’s congress.

Bush, a longtime supporter of 
statehood for Puerto Rico, said he 
was taking the action to treat 
Puerto Rico like a state because 
its “degree of constitutional self- 
government, population and size 
set it apart from other areas sub­
ject to federal jurisdiction.”

“I hereby direct all federal de­
partments, agencies and officials, 
to the extent consistent with the

Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, henceforward to 
treat Puerto Rico administratively 
as if it were astate,” Bush wrote in 
a memo to heads of executive 
departments and agencies.

However, he said the order will 
not raise or lower federal spend- 
ingon Puerto Rico or affectits 3.6 
million residents ’ exemption from 
paying federal taxes.

W hite  H ouse o ffic ia ls  ac ­
know ledged it was a largely

symbolic gesture. It will not af­
fe c t fed e ra l re c e ip ts  o r 
expenditures on Puerto Rico in 
any way. But one official, who 
asked to remain unidentified, said 
it was a gesture of support for 
Rossello and was meant to ensure 
that “the executive branch will 
not inadvertently create new  ob­
stacles to statehood.”

The new  governor has pledged 
to cal 1 a y es-or-no vote in 1993 on 
whether the island should become

a state.
Surveys have indicated that 

m ost Puerto Ricans are split be­
tween those who want statehood 
and  those favoring  con tinue 
com monwealth status. A small 
minority - less than 10 percent - 
favors full independence.

Bush said his order to treat 
Puerto Rico like a state applies 
unless doing so “would increase 
or decrease federal receipts or 
expenditures, or would seriously 
disrupt the operation of (a) pro­
gram or activity.”

“As long as Puerto Rico is a 
territory ... the will o f  its people 
regarding their political status 
should be ascertained periodi­
cally” by a referendum sponsored 
either by the US govem ment-or 
the Puerto Rican legislature, Bush 
said.

“This guidance shall remain in 
effect until federal legislation is 
enacted altering the current status 
o f  Puerto Rico in accordance with 
the freely expressed wishes of the 
people of Puerto Rico,” he said.

He rescinded an early executive 
m em o on Puerto Rico dating back 
to July 25,1961.

Spain ceded the island to the 
United States in 1898 after the 
Spanish-American War. Its resi­
dents have been U.S. citizens since 
1917, but cannot vote for presi­
dent. They participate in the full 
array of federal social welfare 
programs, including Social Se­
curity.

Nakamura 
to attend 
Clinton 
inauguration

By Howard Graves

H O N O L U L U  (A P )-H is firs t 
overseas trip, says Palau Presi­
dent-elect Kuniwo Nakam ura, 
will be to Washington for the in­
augural of anotherpresident-elect, 
Bill Clinton.

O n Jan. 29, nine days after. 
C linton’s inauguration and four 
weeks after he is sworn in as 
Palau’s fourth elected president, 
Nakamura will hold his own fes­
tive inauguration in Koror, the 
tiny, remote W estern Pacific is­
land chain’s capital.

Nakamura, Palau’s vice presi­
dent the past four years, said in a 
Tuesday telephone interview that 
he plans to start naming his cabinet 
by Dec. 15.

He has given his transition team, 
headed by George Ngirarsaol, a 
14-point agenda tp prepare for his 
administration.

The scope of work ranges from  
the republic’s budget to resolving 
the decade-old political status 
dilemma.

Nakam ura, a one-tim e high 
school teacher, has asked for 
President Ngiratkel E tp ison’s ’ 
ministers to prepare com prehen­
sive briefing reports by Dec. 15.

T he presiden t-elect said he 
wants to know about on-going 
projects, future needs, problems 
and  the s ta tu s  o f  the e ig h t 
ministerics.

N - N Y  ^  O'

S t o c k  u p  o n  l u n c h b o x  

f a v o r i t e s  b e f o r e  y o u r  c r e w  

g o e s  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l  

w i t h

Q u a l i t y  B r e a d  P r o d u c t s  

P o c k e t B read  
( P i t a )

S a i p a n  L o a f  

T u t u r a m  P a n  d e  S a l  

S p a n i s h  B r e a d  

S u b m a r i n e  S a n d w i c h  

*&  F r e n c h  B r e a d

O ther Bread Orders Please Call:

234-3793
Bread Products are now available a t the following stores: 

Joeten San V icente, Susupe, Chalan Piao, Hafa-Adai 
Shopping Center, Six-Ten Store, PL Store, Christine Minii-Mart, 

Payless and other stores.

Younis Farm, D an d an  Heights 
P.O. Box 2 3 1  Saipari MP 9 6 9 5 0  

Tel. 2 3 4 -3 7 9 3 / 0 8 6 2
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A  M E S S A G E  T O  T H E  P E O P L E  

O F  T H E  C O M M O N W E A L T H

Dear Readers:

Please allow us to give this message to the people of the Commonwealth. We are afraid that accurate information has not
been provided to the people in connection with our project and we have round that we share the opinion 01 hie outT .. : ‘ i .·■.■;·!>
park and elderly center are required for the benefit of the people’s life in Saipan.

1. MPLC entered into a lease agreement with Nakamoto Enterprises, Ltd. covering an area commonly known as the Samoan 
Housing Area in Garapan, Saipan. In doing so, MPLC performed its fiduciary duty to persons of Northern Marianas descent in 
compliance with Article XI, § 4 (a) and (c) of the CNMI Constitution. This lease agreement was brought into question in a lawsuit 
filed in the Superior Court alleging a breach of these duties by MPLC. The Superior Court dismissed the case in February 1992. 
The court found no breach of the MPLC’s fiduciary duties. This case was appealed to the Supreme Court and the oral argument 
was conducted and concluded on November 20, 1992. We believe that justice and fairness has been ¡ealizeu uouy.i it ui;:: 
in modern society and that we have to comply with the court order in order to keep the order or society.

2. We have fully respected and shared the opinion of the public and the legislators’ recommendation that public park is required 
for people of the CNMI descent. Thus, we have agreed to construct a beachside park in the Samoan Housing Areaforthe chi ldren 
and people of CNMI, as well as an access road, parking lot and playing facilities for children on the island. The area ot u, s ,.a ; .ai
parti incorporated into our offer Is approximately /  , 6 0 0  sq. m.

3. We have fully respected ?nd shared the opinion of the public and the legislator’s recommendation thatthe elderly center
is required for people of CNMI descent. Thus, we have agreed to construct t h e  M a n  ^ ¡T iK G  T e e n ie r  in  ui·™ ■. n n w ;

K n iG  P a r k  at our cost in our ¡ease agreement.

The following are the reasons why we agreed to voluntarily donate the elderly center to CNMI.

(i) We Japanese have the same tradition of honoring and respecting our elders and their welfare and we feel the same 
for the CNMI people.

(ii) We hope to provide the elderly with a pleasant environment where they can spend their remaining years.

The reason why, after having conferred with MPLC, we have designated the Sugar King Park as the site forthe elderly center 
is because such area has plenty of greenery and a calm environment and thus such area would be a safe and comfortable place 
for the elderly people. We trust that these reasons are supported by the public.

' In contrast, the Samoan Housing Area is located in the middle of hotels and we cannot understand the idea of relocating 
the Man Amko Centerto the center of the tourist and commercial zones, which is one of the most popularized places on the island.

4. When the resort hotel together with the beach-side park is opened, which is scheduled for 1996, the CNMI government will
gain tax revenues of some US$3,000,000 each year, which will amount to some US$75,000,000 over the 25 year contract period 
on a simple calculation basis, c ■ · ;· c '·’ 1
: i ■ i i'C V  U U C t U i i 'S  o.UCi I'iS  y  u l ! C c .  ci O i i c i l , i i i ·.-.'. X -.c '. i, V . . ■ ' . '-r : 'o . ·.: 11 ■ .-i: ; l - ; l "  . . . 1 u i ■ . . ·

/ i sl »v’f i· C iS S O 'c /fU  c ii p  1*03 6  3  t 3 ;  iu  in  i iJ 3  lU i i - ' iw .

We will create a well-balanced resort hotel together with a beachside park in accordance with the CRM’s regulations.

5. We have agreed to provide, among others, the following forthe benefit of the general public and residents of CNMI in our 
lease agreement.

A. We shall voluntarily donate ' ! S3 i , 5C0, 000forthe improvement of the water and sewer system in the Garapan Area.

B. The hotel shall include a convention hallcapable of handling at least 1,000 persons. Upon request, the hall shall
be made available to any government agency without charge.

C. The hotel shall provide Japanese language classes,free of charge, to up to 50 CNMI descents.

D. The hotel shall train and employ local persons in hotel management.

6. We are confident that, together with the people in Saipan who wish prosperity and growth of CNMI for people of the CNMI 
descent, we can assist CNMI by paving the way for co-prosperity and co-existence with the conservation of the natural 
environment, the fundamentals of human life and the act of development which are necessary to social and economic prosperity.

Masaji Nakamoto 
President
Nakamoto Enterprises, Ltd.
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Countries m ark World AIDS Day
By Jessica Baldwin

L O N D O N  (A P) - C ountries 
across the globe marked World 
AIDS Day with conferences and 
charity events - and everywhere 
condoms were conspicuous.

Thousands attended Tuesday’s 
rallies anddemonstrations to raise 
the profile of a disease which the 
W orld Health Organization says 
infectsupto  12m illionpeople,70 
percent of them  in the Third  
World.

In Gambia, west Africa, hun­
dreds of banner-wielding m arch­
ers converged on M acC arthy 
Square in Banjul to hear speeches 
and pray for people with AIDS.

G a m b ia ’s h ea lth  m in is te r, 
Landing Jallow Sonko, warned 
“projected infant and child deaths 
from  AIDS may increase child 
mortality rates by as much as 50 
percent in much o f sub-Saharan

Africa in the 1990’s.”
Nearby Senegal staged a series 

o f AIDS conferences and exhibi­
tions.

In B om bay , sc reen  s ta rs  
marched on the eve of W orld 
AIDS Day exhorting people to 
“have fun, but don ’ t forget Nirodh 
(a popular condom brand nam e).” 

The W H O , w hich sponsors 
World AIDS Day, has predicted 
that 2 million people in Asia could 
die of AIDS by the year 2000. 
Experts say illiteracy, lack of 
proper health care and tainted 
blood banks are the main causes 
for the spread of AIDS in India.

In Rio de Janeiro, AIDS groups 
protested outside the city hall for 
more funds for AIDS sufferers. A 
local theater screened “Venus of 
Fire,” a film  featuring TV  star 
G iovanna Gold as a prostitute 
which aims to prom ote the use of 
condoms.

In Paris, the group ACT UP 
dedicated to fighting AIDS staged 
a march in the eastern part o f the 
city which brought out 8,000 
people. They carried banners 
reading “ AIDS: general m obili­
zation,” “ Less talk, more acts,” 
and “We don’t want to die.”

A French anti-AIDS group, 
meanwhile, launched an educa­
tional comic telling teen-agers 
about the disease.

At a rally in Tokyo’s Ginza 
shoppingdistrict, Japan’s baseball 
hero, Sadaharu Oh, and other ce­
lebrities handed out AIDS infor­
m ation packets.

In Beijing, W HO official Ber­
nard Kean told a gathering at the 
Great Hall of the People that the 
C hinese governm ent m ust do 
m ore to educate people about 
AIDS.

He said C hina’s incidence of 
AIDS is probably much higher

than the 932 cases reported.
“There is a rapidly expanding 

portion of the population that is 
mobile and affluent ... who pa­
tronize prostitutes or use drugs,” 
Kean said.

Iran’s deputy health minister, 
Dr. Saeed Namaki, announced “a 
special team o f health workers,” 
trained to identify the disease and 
care for sufferers at provincial 
centers.

David Kessler, US Food and 
D rug  A d m in is tra tio n  c h ie f , 
warned the his compatriots against 
complacency.

"W e seem to be learning to live 
with AIDS as others are dying 
from it,”  he said, accepting an 
award from  the American Foun­
dation for AIDS Research. Some 
activities showed a lighter touch.

The M oscow  Satire Theater 
hosted a charity event which in­
c lu d ed  a f re e  p e rfo rm a n c e .

M edical experts provided free 
consultations and inform ation 
about AIDS.

In Copenhagen, about 30 dem ­
onstrators dressed as Santas and 
danced around a 3-meter (9-foot) 
condom in the Town Hall Square.

In Britain, demonstrators placed 
a 17-foot(5.1-meter)condomnext 
to Nelson’s Column at Trafalgar 
Square to emphasize that using 
condoms is the most effective way 
o f stemming the AIDS epidemic 
in Africa and Asia.

A condom dispenser was in­
stalled for the day at Israel’s par­
liament building.

In some countries, interest was 
slight.

A rally in W arsaw drew only 60 
people, m ost o f them journalists. 
“Such a low turnout shows the 
little aw areness o f the AIDS 
problem in Polish society,” said 
organizer M arek Kotanski.

S u l l i v a n  o p p o s e s  C l i n t o n  p l a n
By Lauran Neergaard

A TLA N TA  (AP) - The United 
States m ust enlist people and 
businesses to defeat AIDS and 
reject bureaucratic solutions such 
as President-elect C linton’s plan 
for an AIDS czar, the secretary of 
H ealth and Human Services said 
Tuesday.

Dr. Louis Sullivan m arked 
W orld AIDS Day by launching a 
new  program to help companies 
keep em ployees infected with 
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, 
working as long as possible.

Elsewhere, vandals painted an 
AIDS m essage on the sta te  
Capitol in Denver, museums re­
moved paintings to remember

stricken artists and flags flew at 
half staff along Fifth Avenue in 
New Y ork City.

Thirty-five cable TV com pa­
nies planned to go off the air for a 
minute Tuesday night to em pha­
size the loss caused by AIDS 
deaths in the industry. Sullivan 
said such efforts increase AIDS 
aw areness in w ays a national 
AIDS official couldn’t.

‘T h e  AIDS czar in this country 
is the secretary of Health and 
Human Services,” Sullivan said. 
‘T h e  one way to inhibit innova­
tion and flexibility needed to fight 
AIDS is a larger bureaucracy.”

He called  on Congress and 
Clinton to adopt laws prohibiting 
companies from revoking AIDS

patients’ insurance, which the US 
Supreme Court has said is legal.

Clinton urged the world to work 
together in fighting AIDS.

“ For too long, America and the 
world have faced this epidemic 
divided and frightened,” he said 
from  Little Rock, Ark. ‘T oday  
we m ust all pledge to w ork to­
gether on the research and pre­
vention programs that will m ake 
the AIDS epidemic a part o f our 
past.”

Sullivan and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
launched a program to help cor­
porate America establish w ork­
place AIDS policies, train super­
visors to deal with infected em- 

continued on page 15
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We w ould like to  invite  o u r re la tives an d  friends for th e  jo in t  an n iv ersary  rosary  
o f  o u r  be loved  h u sb a n d  and  fa th e r -in-law.Nightly rosary  will begin a t  8:00 p .m . 
o n  Nov. 3 0  ,1 9 9 2  a t  the  re s id e n c e  o f Mike A sako an d  Children in T anapag  
R esid en ce . The final rosary  will en d  o n  Dec. 8 , 1992. The m ass  will b e  a t  San 
R oque  C hurch  a t  5 :3 0  p .m ..D in n er will follow a fte r  th e  m ass  a t  th e  re s id e n c e  o f 
Mike A sako a n d  C hildren in T anapag  R esidence.

P lease Jo in  Us.

Mike L. Magofna Asako C am acho  
an d  C hildren

Patient proposes 
use of marijuana 
as medicine
By Bill Kaczor

P A N A M A  C IT Y  B E A C H , 
F la. (AP) - The sweet smell of 
marijuana wafts through the air 
at Kenny Jenks’ home and a 
b o ttle  o f g o v e rn m en t-issu e  
joints sits on a coffee table.

As the nation’s only surviv­
ing AIDS sufferer with’govem- 
m en t p e rm iss io n  to  sm oke 
marijuana, Jenks said he hopes 
President-elect Clinton will al­
low others to do the same.

Jenks, w ho contracted  the 
AIDS virus from hem ophilia 
treatm ents, said he sm okes 
marijuana to alleviate nausea 
and vomiting caused by AIDS 
and his medication. He credits it 
with extending the life of his 
wife, Barbra, after she con­
tracted AIDS from him. She died 
in March.

In the past year, Jenks has 
traveled the country handing out 
inform ation and speaking at 
conferences on behalf o f the 
Marijuana-AIDS ResearchSer- 
vice, a private group that be.- 
lieves marijuana should be le­
gally available as a medicine.

“O ur major goal is to have 
marijuanaonaprescriptionbasis 
like any other drug where the 
decision would be between the 
doctor and the patient,” said 
Jenks, 30.

Jenks’ group also is pushing 
for reactivation o f a federal pro­
gram that allow ed m arijuana 
smoking on a case-by-case ba­
sis as experimental treatment of 
sym ptom s o f  cancer, AIDS, 
b lindness-causing glaucom a, 
paralysis, m uscular dystrophy 
and chronic pain.

The program stopped accept­
ing patients in M arch, but Jenks 
and others already enrolled were 
allow ed to con tinue legally  
smoking government-supplied 
marijuana cigarettes.

“W e’ve been in touch with 
some people and we are hopeful 
... the Clinton administration can 
make the government keep its 
promise and open the program  
back up,” Jenks said.

“The people understand the 
issue. I t ’s basically the bureau­
crats and politicians” w ho do 
not, Jenks said. “M ost people 
understand trying to relieve 
people’s pain and suffering.”

The US Public Health Service 
c losed  the program  on the 
grounds tha t’ alternate treat­
ments, including a pill form of 
m arijuna’s active ingredient 
known as Marinol, were as good 
or better than smoking the drug, 
said agency spokesman Rayford 
Kytle in Washington.

Jenks and his supporters  
contend Marinol doesn’t work 
as well and that both options 
should be available.

Kytle said federal researchers 
believe two experimental forms 
o f M arino l m ay o v erco m e 
complaints. One is a Marinol 
suppository and the other is a 
com bination of M arinol and 
Megace, a synthetic hormone 
developed for breast cancer with 
the side-effect o f increasing 
appetite, Kytle said.

P a tien ts  w ho have A ID S, 
g lau co m a, cancer, m u ltip le  
sc le ro sis  o r ch ro n ic  p a in  can 
apply  to  p a r tic ip a te  in  c l in i­
ca l tr ia ls  o f  the tw o  new  
drugs.

T h e  D ru g  E n fo rc e m e n t  
A d m in is tra t io n  a ls o  i s n ’t 
so ld  on the m e d ic in a l 'q u a li­
tie s  o f  sm ok ing  m ariju an a . 
A d m in i s t r a to r  R ic h a r d  
B o n n e r  l ik e n e d  m e d ic a l  
m a r i ju a n a  a d v o c a t e s  to  
“ sn ak e  o il sa le sm e n .”

Jenks sa id  m a riju an a  e x ­
tended  his w ife ’s life  th ree 
years a f te r  docto rs gave  her 
only a m onth  to live .
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Classified Announcement
Per one Inch column -$3.00 

Classified Display
Per one inch columrv$3.50 

DEADLINE: For Tuesday Edition - Friday 5:00 p.m.
For Friday Edition - Wednesday 12 noon 

NOTE: if for some reason your advertisement b incorrectm call us immediately to make the necessary 
corrections. The Maria nos Variety News&Vlewsbresponsibleoniyforone incorrect insert Ion. We reserve 
the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time.

M A N A G E R

(FLOOR) ASSISTANT MANAGER - 
High school grad., 2 yrs. experience. 
Salary $1,500 per month.
2 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER - High 
school equiv., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$2.15 per hour.
Contact: CHALAN KANOA BEACH 
CLUB CORP. dba CHALAN KANOA 
BEACH CLUB, P.O. Box 356, Saipan, 
MP 96950, Tel. No. 234-7829 (12/3)TH/ 
09724._________________________

1 ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER - 
College grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$1,200 - $3,500 per month.
1 SALES MANAGER - College grad., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $1,000-$3,000 
per month.
2 STORE SUPERVISOR - High school 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary$1,000
- $2,500 per month.
1 COMPUTER OPERATIONS SU­
PERVISOR - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $950 per month.
1 ADMINISTRATIVE ASST. - High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$900 per month.
1 ASST. PURCHASINGSUPERVISOR
- High school grad., 2 yrs. experience. 
Salary $650 per month.
2 BLDG. MAINTENANCE REPAIRER- 
High school grad., 2 yrs. experience. 
Salary $525 - $650 per month.
3 SALESPERSON - High school grad.,. 
2 yrs. experience. Salary $3.00 per 
hour.
5 SALESPERSON - High school grad., 
2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.50 per 
hour.
1 ELECTRICIAN (MAINTENANCE) - 
High school grad., 2 yrs. experience. 
Salary $2.15 per hour.
Contact: HAKUBOTAN SAIPAN ENT., 
INC. P.O. Box 127, Saipan, MP 96950, 
Tel. No. 234-7362/3 (12/3)TH/3375.

1 MANAGER, OPERATIONS - College 
grad., 2 yrs, experience. Salary $5.80 - 
$8.00 per hour.
Contact: JCC CORPORATION, P.O. 
Box212CHRB,Saip£ih,MP 96950, Tel. 
No. 234-3078 (12/3)TH/09716.

i MANAGER, RETAILSTORE-College 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $1,800 
per month.
1 ACCOUNTANT - College grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $3.50 - $5.25 per 
hour.
Contact: KIM'SJEWELRYCOMPANY, 
Caller Box PPP 504, Garapan, Saipan, 
MP 96950 (12/3)TH/09717.________

1 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-MAN- 
AGER - High school grad., 2 yrs.. ex­
perience. Salary $800 per month. 
Contact: DORINIER TRADE INTL. 
INC.. Caller Box AAA-N 483, Saipart, 
MP 96950, Tel. No. 322-7030 (12/3)TH/ 
092725.________________________

1 SALES MANAGER- High school grad.,
2 yrs. experience. Salary $1,600 per 
month.
Contact: MID TOWN DEV. CORP., 
P.O. Box 2050, Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. 
No. 235-1342 (12/10)TH/09772.

1 GENERAL MANAGER - College grad.,
2 y rs. experience. Salary $8.65 - $ 11.54 
per hour.
2 CIVIL ENGINEER - College grad., 2 
yrs.experience. Salary$1,000-$1,200 
per month.
1 MECHANICAL ENGINEER-College 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $1,000 
-$1,200 per month.
1 REINFORCING STEEL WORKER 
(IRONWORKER) - High school grad., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 - $2.75 
per hour.
1 CARPENTER - High school grad., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 - $2.30 
per hour.
2 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR - 
High school grad., 2 yrs. experience. 
Salary $2.15 - $3.15 per hour.
Contact: BUCK MICRO CORPORA­
TION, P.O. Box 545 CK, Saipan, MP 
96950, Tel. No. 234-6800 (12/10)TH/ 
3410.

A C C O U N T A N T

1 ACCOUNTANT-College grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $5.20 per hour. 
Contact: KASHO ENTERPRISE dba 
AA WORK, Caller Box 147, Saipan, MP 
96950, Tel. No. 322-8282 (12/10)TH/ 
3406.______________________ ’

1 ACCOUNTANT - College grad., 2 yrs. 
experience and with computer experi­
ence. Salary $2.15 - $5.20 per hour. 
Contact: LUCKY DEVELOPMENT CO., 
LTD. Caller Box PPP 681, Saipan, MP 
96950, Tel. No. 235-7341/42/43 (12/ 
3)TH/09715.______________ ___

1 ACCOUNTANT-College grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $900 per month. 
Contact: JUAN Q. IGISAIAR dba J & E 
ENT., Caller Box PPP 446, Saipan, MP 
96950, Tel. No. 288-3979 (12/10)TH/ 
09770.

C O N S T R U C T IO N
W O R K E R

1 MASON
1 ELECTRICIAN - High school equiv., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 per hour.
1 STORE SUPERVISOR - High school 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $3.00 
per hour.
Contact: EUGENE M. BABAUTA dba 
RSNB MINI MART, P.O. Box 881 CK, 
Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 322-5265 
(12/3)TH/09700.__________________
2 CARPENTER - High school grad., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 per hour.
1 ELECTRICIAN - High school grad., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 - $2.30 
per hour.
Contact: ROCKCONSTRUCTION CO., 
INC., P.O. Box 1297, Saipan, MP 96950, 
Tel. No. 234-6163 (12/3)TH/09722.

2 CARPENTER
1 COOK - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.15 per hour.
1 ACCOUNTANT - College grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $900 per month. 
Contact: NEW BUILDERS, INC., P.O. 
Box 2490, Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 
234-9636 (12/10)TH/09779.________

1 INSPECTOR, CONSTRUCTION - 
College grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$5.80 per hour.
Contact: FRED PRINZ dba AMPAC 
LTD., P.O. Box 1929, Saipan, MP 96950, 
Tel. No. 234-6194 (12/10)TH/09777.

M E C H A N IC

2 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC - High 
school equiv., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$2.15 per hour.
Contact: KASHO ENTERPRISES dba 
AA WORK, Caller Box 147, Saipan, MP 
96950, Tel. No. 322-8282 (12/3)TH/ 
3379.

1 AUTO-MECHANIC - High school grad.,
2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.30 per 
hour.
2AUTOBODY REPAIRER- Highschool 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 
per hour.
Contact: WON’S CORPORATION dba 
WON'S AUTO REPAIR SHOP, P.O. 
Box 1850, Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 
234-3429 (12/10)TH/09775.

M IS C E L L A N E O U S

6  HOUSE WORKER 
4 YARD WORKER- High school equiv., 
2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 per 
hour.
Contact: SUSANA T. MAFNAS dba 
ONE CALL SERVICES, P.O. Box 874, 
Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 235-5120/ 
¿2 (12/3)TH/09715._______________

1 DRESSMAKER - High school equiv.,
2 yrs. experience. Salary $3.00 per 
hour.
Contact: KIM E. FORRESTER dba 
BIBINE'SCOLLECTION, P.O. Box691, 
Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 234-3170 
(12/3)TH/09698.

4 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT 
2 CASHIER
10 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER
2 FRONT DESK CLERK - High school 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 - 
$3.25 per hour.
1 WAITER, RESTAURANT 
1 ELECTRICIAN
4 GOLF COURSE STARTER - High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$2.15-$3.00 per hour.
4 SECURITY GUARD - High school 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.15- 
$3.50 per hour.
6 COOK - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.15 - $4.50 per 
hour.
1 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR - 
High school grad., 2 yrs. experience. 
Salary $2.15 - $4.25 per hour.
1 CIVIL ENGINEER - College grad., 2 
yrs.experience. Salary$1,000-$2,200 
permonth.
3 MUSICIAN - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $1,000-$1,500 per 
month.
Contact: SUWASO CORPORATION 
dba CORAL OCEAN POINT RESORT 
CLUB, P.O. Box 1160, Saipan, MP 
96950, Tel. No. 234-7000 (12/3)TH/ 
3373.___________________________

6 SHIPFITTER - High school grad., 2 
yrs. experience. Salary $3.10 per hour. 
Contact: SEABRIDGE MICRONESIA, 
INC., Westpac Building, Caller Box AAA- 
L25, Saipan, MP 96950 (12/10)TH/ 
09776.

8 WAITRESS
2 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, BUILD­
ING - High school grad., 2 yrs. experi­
ence. Salary $2.15 per hour.
6 COOK - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $500 - $1,800 per 
month.
Contact: NORMAN CHAN dba JADE 
GARDEN RESTAURANT, P.O. Box 
2447, Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 234- 
6573 (12/3)TH/09702._____________

1 FOREIGN EXCHANGECLERK-High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$2.15 per hour.
Contact: ETU-MULTI SERVICES, INC. 
dbaORIENTEXPRESS,SAIPAN, Caller 
Box AAA N 1037, Saipan, MP 96950, 
Tel. No. 235-7936 (12/10)TH/3405.

1 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$5.25 per hour.
Contact: DAVID A. WISEMAN dba
SERVICES UNLIMITED, P.O. Box2607, 
Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 234-7060/ 
7520/235-5147 (12/10)TH/3404. __

1 BAKER - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.15 per hour. 
Contact: ESCOLASTICA'S ENT. dba 
ESCOS BAKE HOUSE, P.O. Box 5801, 
Saipan, MP 96950 (12/3)TH/09718.

.3 DELIVERY MAN - High school grad.,
2 yrs. experience. . Salary $3.00 per 
hour.
Contact: PACIFIC WORLD ENT., Caller 
Box PPP 258, Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. 
No. 234-3532 (12/3)TH/09699.

C L A S S IF IE D  A D S  N E W

1 ACCOUNTANT -College grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $900 per month. 
Contact: MARIANAS NAPA, INC. dba 
NAPA AUTO PARTS, P.O. Box 562, 
Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 234-1179/ 
0587 (12/17)TH/3435.

1 SALES PERSON, WOMEN'S 
CLOTHING - High school grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.15 per hour. 
Contact: GAUDENCIOC. MACALINAO 
dba UNITY TRADE DRESS & TAI­
LORING SHOP, P.O. Box 703, Saipan, 
MP 96950, Tel. No. 322-7461/235-1255 
(12/17)TH/3436.

1 TRANSLATOR - College grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2.45 per hour.
7 WAITRESS(KARAOKE) - High school 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 
per hour.
Contact: AMERICAN LIGHT INC. LTD.
, Caller Box AAA 421, Saipan, MP 96950, 
Tel. No. 287-0324 {12/17)TH/09839.

1 FACTORY MANAGER
1 SALES MANAGER
11NTERPRETER - College grad., 2yrs. 
experience. Salary $5.80 per hour.
2 SEWING MACHINE REPAIRER 
12 PRESSER (MACHINE)
1 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE­
PAIRER ■
2 GENERATOR OPERATOR
139 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR 
4 COOK
12 CUTTERS (MACHINE) -High school 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $2.15 
per hour.
4 SEWING SUPERVISOR- High school 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $4.05 
per hour.
1 GENERALMANAGER-College grad.,
2 yrs. experience. Salary $8.65 per 
hour.
Contact: GRACE INTERNATIONAL 
INC., Caller Box PPP 109, Saipan, MP 
96950, Tel. No. 234-9682 (12/17)TH/ 
09836._________________________

1 MANAGER, TRAVEL AGENCY 
(TOUR GUIDE) - College grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $1,000 -$1,800 per 
month.
Contact: S & K CORPORATION dba 
BEST TOUR LEADER, Caller Box PPP 
622, Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 233- 
0731/2 (12/17)TH/09834.

1 ASSISTANT RESERVATION MAN­
AGER· - College grad., 2 yrs. experi­
ence. Salary $1,350 per month. 
Contact: MICRO PACIFIC DEVELOP­
MENT, INC. dba SAIPAN GRAND HO­
TEL, P.O. Box 369, Saipan, MP 96950, 
Tel. No. 234-6601/3 (12/17)TH/3437.

1 ACCOUNTANT - College grad., 2 yrs. 
experience. Salary $2,300-$2,600 per 
month.
Contact: PACIFICAINSURANCEUND., 
INC., P.O. Box 168, Saipan, MP 96950, 
Tel. No. 234-6267 (12/17)TH/3433.

1 WELDER, COMBINATION - High 
school grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary 
$2.30 per hour.
Contact: CAMILO A. ORALLO dba 
UNVIERSAL IRON WORKS, P.O. Box 
1751, Gualo Rai Saipan, MP 96950, 
Tel. No. 234-3701 (12/17)TH/09840.

1 ASSISTANT MANAGER - College 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $ 1,000 
per month.
1 WAITER (NIGHTCLUB) - High school 
grad., 2 yrs. experience. Salary $450 
per month.
Contact: RAY INTERNATIONAL INC. 
dba KARAOKE CLUB DUET, Caller Box 
PPP 296, Saipan, MP 96950, Tel. No. 
322-0308 (12/17)TH/09843.

1 BEAUTICIAN -High school grad. 2 
yrs. experience. Salary: $2.15 per hour. 
Contact: RELLANITA A. VILLAGOMEZ 
DBA RELL’S ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 
1540 Saipan, MP 96950 (12/17)TH.

P U B L IC  N O T IC E
In the S uperior C ourt fo r the 

Com m onw ealth o f  the 
N orthern M ariana Islands

A D O PTIO N  CA SE 
NO. 92-102

In the M atter o f the Petition 
fo r the A doption of: 
JA CQ U ELIN E M A ZO , 

M inor,
By: R A M O N  A. SA N  
N ICOLAS,

Petitioner.
N O TICE O F H EAR IN G  

N otice is hereby given that on 
D ecem ber 10, 1992, T hurs­
day, at 1:30 PM . in the court­
house o f  the S uperior court in 
Susupe, Saipan,· C om m on­
w e a lth  o f  th e  N o rth e rn -  
M arianalslands, the petitioner 
will petition the C ourt to adopt 
the above-m entioned m inor. 
D ated this 2nd day o f  D ecem ­
ber, 1992.

/s/R eynaldo O. Y ana 
A ttorney fo r Petitioner

1 2 /3  ( 0 9 8 3 8 )

JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
ô f t l y )

5 KITCHEN HELPERS

S A IP A N  S P R IN G  V A LLEY  B R E W E R Y  C O ., IN C .
Tel. No. 235-9123

3  Waitress 
1 Cook 

1 Cook helper 
1 Bartender

for Snack Bar, with experience in working for 
Restaurant or Bar at least one or more years. 

Salary begins from $2,50 and up per hour, 
Experience and Qualification determine the 

salary status. Apply in person or mail resume to 
Younis A rt S tudio, Inc. P.O. Box 231, Saipan 

MP 96950.

DON'T BE A LITTERBUG 
KEEP SAIPAN BEAUTIFUL



14-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-THURSDAY-DECEMBER 3, 1992

HRK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider
UJE ^EALLV WOOIAJ VE.RV 
LITTLE ftBOUT UFE... ,

AIL CUR UUISDOM IS 
MQTFUMG A4QRE THAW 
"THE. CLEVER MALARIA- 
TIOM OF IGWORAWCe

Tf

GARFIELD® by Jim  D avis

PEANUTS® by C h arles M. S ch u lz
ILL KNOW THE ANSWER¡ 
I'LL KNOW THE ANSWER

SMILE. MA'AM..YOU 
LOOK NICE OJHEN 

. YOU SMILE..

S T E L L A  W IL D E R

YOUR BIRTHDAY
B y S te lla  W ilder

B orn  today , you a re  one of th e  m o st 
c h a rm in g  an d  p e rso n ab le  ind iv iduals 
b o rn  u n d e r y ou r sign. You a r e  w el­
co m e in v ir tu a lly  a ll  c irc le s , an d  y our 
a c ce p ta n ce  of a il  ty p es of ind iv iduals 
is one of yo u r tra d e m a rk s ; you a re , if 
noth ing e lse, to le ra n t of th e  w orld ’s 
s ta g g e rin g  d iv ersity . A lw ays the life 
of the p a r ty , you will no doubt spend 
your life  s if tin g  through  the  countless 
in v ita tio n s you rece iv e  to p a r t ie s ,  
ga therin g s, even ts , and th e  like. Your 
p resen ce  is w idely  sought!

You do have  y our d a rk  side, how ev­
e r, b u t i t  is  an  a s p e c t of y our p e rso n a l­
ity  w hich you s tr iv e  to  keep  und er 
w rap s. O nly those w ho know  you b e s t 
a r e  tru ly  a w a re  o f th e  d ep th s  you can  
sin k  to  w hen  you a r e  in  one o f  y b u r 
m oods. F o rtu n a te ly , you a r e  n ev e r one 
to  lash  ou t a t  o thers; you tend, r a th e r ,  
to  be  se lf-d es tru c tiv e .

Also bom on this date are: 
George McClellan, Union General 
in the Civil War; Joseph Conrad, 
author, Bobby Allison, road racer.

To se e  w h a t is in s to re  fo r you to ­
m o rro w , find  yo u r b ir th d a y  an d  re a d  
th e  co rre sp o n d in g  p a ra g ra p h . L et 
yo u r b ir th d a y  s ta r  be your d a ily  guide.

FRIDAY, DEC. 4
SAGITTARIUS (N ov. 22-Dec. 21) 

— Stop banging  y o u r h ead  ag a in s t a  
w all; tod ay  is th e  day  fo r  focusing  your 
energy  and  looking fo rw a rd .

CA PR IC O RN  (D ec. 22-Jan . 19) -  
T his can  p rove a  b a n n e r  d ay  fo r you, 
but th e re  w ill be so m e  e f fo r t  involved. 
F o rg e t ab o u t being  w a ite d  upon!

AQUARIUS (Jan . 20-Feb . 18) -  A 
l ittle  g race  and  su b tle ty  can  go a  long 
w ay today. Save m u sc le  an d  ag g re s ­
sion fo r  an o th e r tim e .

PISC ES (Feb. 19-M arch 20) -  
Scaling m o u n ta in s m a y  be  n ecessa ry  
tod ay  — but the  m o u n ta in  of choice is 
your ow n ego. T h e re ’s a  challenge!

A R IE S (M arch  21-April 19) - L et 
your c re a tiv e  ju ices flow  today, and  
you’ll be th a t  m uch  c lo se r  to  w inning 
y our h e a r t ’s  d es ire .

TAURUS (A pril 20-M ay 20) -  You 
m ay  rea lize  tod ay  th a t  a  ca su a l frien d  
o r  even  a co -w orker is a c tu a lly  th e  ap ­
p le  o f your eye. B e u p -fro n t ab o u t it!

G E M IN I (M ay 2f-J im e 20) -  The 
sun w ill su re ly  r ise  today , b u t o th er 
ex p ec ta tio n s  m ay  be  d ash ed  — unless, 
of cou rse , you’r e  w illing  to 
com prom ise.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -  E n ­
joy th e  g if ts  you re ce iv e  today , and be­

lieve th a t  you a re , indeed , deserv ing . 
Some m ay  com e to  you in unusual 
form s.

L EO  (Ju ly  23-Aug. 22) -  D on’t  
even th in k  ab o u t tu rn in g  back  today. 
You’re  on th e  r ig h t tra c k , and  have 
m uch to  d iscover today .

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -  You’r e  
n o t like ly  to  a p p re c ia te  those things 
w hich co m e to  you su g a r-co a ted  to ­
day. You’re  in th e  m ood fo r honesty!

LIB R A  (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) -  T h e re ’s 
a  lo t ou t th e re  to  d is t r a c t  you fro m  
your p r im a ry  pu rp o se  today. Be su re  
you keep  y our m ind  open to 
possib ilities .

SCO R PIO  (O ct. 23-Nov. 21) -  Take 
a  co lo rfu l s ta n c e  to d ay  and  you’H g e t 
th e  a tte n tio n  you d es ire . I t m ay, of 
course, be  too m u ch  of a  good thing.

For your personalhoroscope, 
lovescope, lucky numbers and 
future forecast, call Astro'Tone 
(95« each minute; Touch-Tone 
phones only). Dial 1-900-740-1010 
and enter your access code num­
ber, which is 500.

C o p y r ig h t  1И2. U n i te d  F e a t u r e  S y o d ic a te .  Idc
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o d a y  is  i l ic  
38th d a y  o f W J  
nd  th e  73rd d a y  
f fa ll .
O D A Y ’S H ISTO RY: On th is  day in 
)67 D r. C h r is tia a n  B e rn a rd  pe rfo rm ed  
ic  f i r s t  successfu l hum an h e a rt trans· 
la n t o p e ra tio n ,

O D A Y ’S B IR TH D A Y S : S tu a rt G ilbe rt 
755-1828), p a in te r ; Joseph Conrad

(1857-1924). nove lis t. Jean-Luc G odard. 
(1930-), f i lm  d ire c to r , is 62; A ndy W il­
lia m s  (1930-), s inge r is 62; B obby A lliso n  
(1937-), au to  ra ce r, is 55; Ozzy Osbourne 
(1948-), s inge r, is 44.

TODAY'S SPORTS: On th is  day in  1950, 
re ce ive r C loyce B ox caught 12 passes 
fo r  302 ya rds  and fo u r  touchdowns as 
the D e tro it  L ions m au led  the  B a lt im o re  
C olts, 45-21.

TO DAY’S Q UO TE: "A  w o rk  th a t-a s ­
p ires, how ever h um b ly , to  the cond ition  
o f a r t should c a r ry  its  ju s t if ic a t io n  in e v ­
e ry  line .” — Joseph Conrad

TODAY’S W E A T H E R : On th is  day in 
1952. a re m a rk a b le  d isp la y  o f sea- 
sm ok t was seen in Hong Kong harbor. 
The sea-smoke. induced by a s trong  
surge of A rc t ic  a ir ,  poured fro m  the w a ­
te r u: Kow loon B ay fro m  8 a.m . to 9:30 
a.in

SOimCE- THE WEATHER CHANNEL -1392 WcaibtT Gutde'Calondar, Accord Publishing. Ltd

€
TODAY’S MOON: D ay a f te r  
f irs t  q u a r te r  (Dec. 2).

TO D A Y ’S B A R B  
BY P H IL  PASTO RET 
Those w ho s tic k  w ith  the  losing p a r ty  a f­
te r  an e lec tion  a re  usua lly  those who 
can ’t fin d  a jo b  w ith  the o the r o u t f it .

© 1392, NEWSIVM’EK ENTERPRISE ASSN
E te rn a l  f la m e

T he O ly m p ic  f la m e  sy m b o lizes  the  
c o n tin u ity  b e tw e e n  th e  a n c ie n t and  
m o d e rn  G am es . T h e  m o d e rn  v ersio n  
of th e  f la m e  w as a d o p te d  in 1936. T he 
to rch  used  to  k in d le  th e  f la m e  is f irs t  
lit by th e  s u n ’s r a y s  a t  O ly m p ia , 
G reece , an d  th en  c a r r ie d  to th e  s ite  of 
th e  G a m e s  by re la y s  of ru n n e rs . Ships 
and p la n e s  a r e  used  w hen n e c e ssa ry .

C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E R

ACROSS
1 Lucid  
6 S top 

11 Leased
13 S pu rted  to rth
14 S ilve r sym bol
15 A rtic le  o f 

Jewelry
17 Rom an gods
18 S m all am ount
20 C ouples
21 Obese
22 C lassify
24 M arsh
25 Poses for 

p o rtra it
26 Rom an tyran t 
28 Sh irley —
30 W hip
32 Befit
33 V is igo th  king 
35 B a m b i’s kin
37 A llow ance 

fo r waste
38 Exist 
40 Let fall

42 W estern 
alliance: 
abbr.

43 "F a th e r of 
the  — "

45 Capuchin 
m onkey

46 Lead sym bol
47 C oun try  

s inging 
group

49 M yself
50 Runs away 

to  be m arried
52 Food fish
54 Renovate
55 S habby: 

co lloq .

DOWN
1 Shellfish
2 Fore ign —
3 P rin te r's  

m easure
4 Consum ed
5 H arvast

Answer to Previous Puzzle

M 7П
R A В EU
A L L
F 0 E
T E D
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6 C onta iners
7 Unit of 

energy
8 Near
9 Sober 

10 Redacts 
12 Colorless

13 Funera l 
songs 

16 D is tu rbance  
19 Increases 

th re e fo ld  
21 S tra ine rs  
23 H andle 
25 W atched  

secre tly  
27 Paddle  
29 M ire  
31 C row ns
33 F it fo r  

p low ing
34 N urse ry  bed
36 W andered
37 Heavy 

d r in k e r
39 K ind  of 

cheese 
41 D evoutness
43 S ounded  a 

tru m p e t
44 Large  b ird s
47 S im ian
48 Beverage 
51 R unning 
53 French

a rtic le

K i d S p e t
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Sullivan...
continued from page 12

ployees, educate employees and 
their fam ilies and encourage 
community service.

Actress Estelle Getty endorsed 
“Business Responds to AIDS” in 
a national teleconference, urging 
Americans to help HIV patients 
like her nephew.

“He thought if  he left it alone it 
would go away, he would get 
better,” Ms. Getty said from Los 
Angeles. “If  you love somebody 
w ith AIDS ... you will feel better 
about yourself.”

About 1 million Americans are 
infected with HIV. The majority 
are ages 25-44, the group that 
makes up most o f the nation’s 
workforce. There are 242,146 US 
AIDS patients.

About 50 people gathered at 
the United Nations in New York 
to  p ro te s t the W orld  H ealth  
O rganization’s theme for the day, 
“community commitment.”They 
dem anded the creation of a global 
public health-keeping force in­
stead of concentrating on com ­
m unity responses to AIDS.

The mother o f Ryan W hite, the 
Indiana schoolboy who became a 
national symbol o f discrimination 
against AIDS victims, appealed 
for greater understanding o f the 
disease.

“I think people are not wanting 
to listen until it affects hem ,” 
Jeanne  W hite-G inder said  in 
Philadelphia. “I f  you wait until it 
affects or infects a sibling, a loved 
one, afam ily member, then w e’ve 
w aited too long to get involved.”

Her son, who contracted AIDS 
from his treatmentfor hemophilia, 
was banned from public school in 
th e  f a m ily ’s h o m e to w n  of 
Kokomo, hid. They moved to 
Cicero, Ind., where he lived until 
his death in 1990 o f  com plica­
tions from AIDS at age 18.

In  D enver, vandals painted 
“ 500,000 deaths. How  m any 
m ore?” on the steps o f  the Capi­
tol. Across the street, a sack re­
sembling a condom was placed 
near the figure of the Virgin Mary 
in a nativity scene.

The Metropolitan M useum of 
Art in New York and the Seattle 
Art M useum removed exhibits in 
m emory o f AIDS victims. Mu­
seums in Philadelphia shrouded 
paintings in  black.

2 premier...
continued from page 16
waivers from the Atlanta Braves 
and Gregg agreed to a one-year 
contract worth $375,000. And the 
San Francisco Giants fired man­
ager Roger Craig and hired Bob 
Quinn as general manager. Quinn 
was fired by the.Cincinnati Reds 
last month.

Houston said Drabek’s deal was 
prompted by a change in owners. 
•Drayton M cLane’s purchase from 
John McMullen was finalized on 
Nov. 2.

“This is the most significant ac­
quisition this club had made in 
quite some time, possibly a de­
cade,” Astros general manager Bill 
Wood said. “Hopefully w e’ll be 
able to get back together soon for 
another announcem ent or an­
nouncements, depending on how 
things break.”

Houston is thought to be inter­
ested in Swindell, also represented 
by Randy and Alan Hendricks. 
Drabck said it was important for 
him to sign near home.

“When the new management 
took over, I could tell from The 
Woodlands the excitement that was 
building and the planning for the 
future,” said Drabek, who lives in 
the Houston suburb.

Drabek, who earned $4.5 mil­
lion last year, in May rejected a 
519.5 million, four-year offer to 
remain with the Pirates. He gets a 
51 million signing bonus, 54 mil­
lion in each of the next two seasons 
and$4.75m illioneachin 1995and 
1996. The Astros have a $5 mill ion 
option for 1997 and must pay a 51 
million buyout if they don’t exer­
cise it.

The 30-year-old right-hander, 
who won the NL Cy Young Award 
in 1990, has a career record of 99-. 
70. He was 15-11 last season 
w ith a 3.84 ERA.

Guzman, a 29-year-old right­
hander, was 16-11 with a 3.66 
ERA for the Texas Rangers last

season. His signing means the 
Cubs w on’t attem pt to re-sign 
M addux, the National League Cy 
Young Award winner.

“Our offer, is off the table,” 
C ubs general m anager Larry 
Himes said.

Guzman, who has spent his 
entire career with the Rangers, 
had two strong years after m iss­
ing 1989 w ith a tom  rotator cuff 
and spending 1990 in the minors 
on injury rehabilitation assign­
ments. He m ade his m ajor league 
debut w ith the Rangers in Sep­
tember 1985.

“W e talked about a contract 
right until the end,” Rangers gen­
eral m anager Tom  Grieve said. 
“I thought it was in the ballpark, 
but it obviously w asn ’t good 
enough. M aybe it was in the 
bleachers and they were at second 
base.”

G u zm a n , w ho m ade
51.465.000 last season, gets a 
S I .5 m illio n  sig n in g  bonus,
53.125.000 in each of the next 
two seasons and S3.3 million each 
in 1995 and 1996. He said he 
turned down higher offers, in­
cluding one from the New York 
Y ankees, and chose Chicago 
“because it is one team I have 
always liked.” He called the Cubs 
“a team w ith a good future, and it 
can be a great team  this year and 
years to com e.”

Davis m ade 53.1 m illion in 
1992, the final season of a dlrs 
9.3 m illion, three-year deal. His 
new  c o n tra c t ca lls  fo r him  to 
g e t a b o n u s  o f  d lrs  5 ,494 .50  
fo r  each  day  h e ’s on the ac tive  
ro s te r  n ex t season  and a v a il­
ab le  to p lay .

T h e  3 0 - y e a r - o ld  D a v is ,  
trad ed  to  the D odgers from  
C in c in n a t i  a f te r  th e  1991 
seaso n , p la y ed  in a ca ree r-lo w  
76 gam es la s t season  and hit 
ju s t  .228 w ith  five hom e runs 
and 32 RBIs. He was disabled May 
23 because of a separated left 
shoulder and on Aug. 2 because of 
a fractured left wrist.

G r o u p  a b a n d o n s  c h a s e  

o f  p l u t o n i u m  f r e i g h t e r
By Patrick McDowell

P A R IS  (A P) - G reenpeace 
abandoned its global pursuit of a 
Japanese ship laden with highly 
toxic plutoniumTuesday, saying 
that the tug tracking the freighter 
was running low on fuel near the 
Cape of Good Hope.

The Dutch-flagged Smit New 
York broke off contact with the 
Akatsuki Mam at mid-day about 
370 m iles (600 k ilom eters) 
southeast o f Durban, South Af­
rica, said crewmember Barbara 
van der Hoek, contacted by satel­
lite telephone.

” Our fuel consumption has 
been about 50 to 60 percent more 
than we thought,’ ’ van der Hoek 
said. ’’The Akatsuki Mam has 
been able to go faster than we 
expected, and this morning she 
was pulling away from us.”

The freighter, escorted by a 
lightly armed Japanese coast 
guard vessel, had been shadowed

by Greenpeace tugs since leaving 
, Cherbourg Nov. 7 with 1.7 tons of 
plutonium, the key ingredient in 
nuclear bombs.

The environmental group had 
been warning countries along the 
highly secret route of the Akatsuki 
M aru’s impending arrival off their 
coastlines. Several nations have 
banned the ship from their territo­
rial waters.

“’Because Greenpeace will no 
longer be able to provide the infor­
mation that the Japanese govern­
ment refuses to, all countries that 
lie along the Akatsuki M ara’s route 
are under threat,”  said Shaun 
Bumie, a Greenpeace spokesman 
in Amsterdam.

The plutonium, extracted from 
spent Japanese nu clear reacior fuel 
at a French reprocessing plant, is 
the first shipment of some 30 tons 
due to go back this decade under a 54 
billion contract

Japanplanstousetheplutoniumto 
fire up a new generation of fast-

breeder reactors in a program to 
achieve energy independence. 
But critics claim that the shipment 
poses the threat of an environmen­
tal holocaust in case of an accident 
and could tempt terrorists seeking 
material to build nuclear weapons.

Plutonium is one of the world’s 
deadliest substances. A speck in­
haled can kill a man of cancer. 
French officials claim that the plu­
tonium is not weapons-quality, but 
Greenpeace says it is enough to 
build. 120 crude bombs.

The Akatsuki Maru and her es­
cort, the Shikishima, have tried to 
shake off pursuing Greenpeace 
vessels several times. A Greenpeace 
tug collided with the Shikishima 
shortly after leaving France. Dam­
age was light.

Van der Hoek said that the 
Akatsuki Maru had been able to 
pickup two knots of extraspeed, to 
about 14 knots, around the cape, 
forcing the smaller tug to lose fuel 
efficency trying to keep up.
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S P O S T S M
M odem pentathlon  
undergoes changes

By Terry O’Connor

LONDON (AP) - The shooter 
pauses to concentrate, adjusts a 
piece of equipment, steps forward, 
raises the pistol - and fires a laser 
beam at the target.

Sensors score the shot, inform­
ing a computer which provides a 
running total for competitors, of­
ficials and spectators.

W elcom e to the thoroughly 
modem world of modem pentath­
lon.

Although laser shooting w on’t 
beintroducedforanothertwoyears, 
it is expected in place for the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics as part of a 
package of radical change to the 
sport

Criticized as expensive to stage, 
with few competitors, and unsuit­
able for television coverage, the 
sport faced being kicked out of the 
Olympics.

So last week in southern France, 
the International M odem Pentath­
lon and Biathlon Union, known 
from  its French initials as the 
UIMPB, agreed in principle to la­
ser shooting, shorter competitions, 
and fewer competi tors in a package

of radical change.
“The finer points are being 

evaluated by our technical com-' 
mittee, but basically the changes 
were accepted,” British Associa­
tion general secretary Pat Chattey 
said Tuesday.

Modem pentathlon was created 
by the founder o f  the m odem  
O lym pics, B a ro n  P ie rre  de 
Coubertin, who wanted the winner 
to be recognized Olympic Cham­
pion o f Champions. M odem pen­
tathlon has appeared in every 
Olympics since its debut in 1912.

Competitors swim 300-meters, 
ride an unfamiliar horse over a 
show-jumping course, shoot a .22- 
caliber pistol on a  25-meter range, 
fence every other competitor, and 
run a 4,000-meter cross-country 
race.

It was designed to simulate the 
ordeal of a soldier ordered to de­
liver a message.

But the competition took five 
days, shooting .was an expensive 
sport, the fencing round took 12 
hours ormore, and Games organiz­
ers had to find a pool of suitable 
showjumping horses.

“W e looked at all the problems

the International Olympic Com­
mittee came up with and tackled 
each one,” Chattey said.

The UIMPB will now maintain a 
pool of suitable horses, rather than 
rely on Games organizers. Women 
will be allowed to compete at 
Olympic level for the first time 
from 1996, with separate m en’s 
and women’s one-day events.

Pre-Games qualifying tourna­
ments will trim the number of 
competitors from 66 to 30, who 
will be seeded by ability for the 
swimming leg in an effort to save 
time.

The time allowed for fencing 
bouts will be cut from two to one 
minute, and the showjumping will 
be reduced from 15 to 12 jumps 
with shorter intervals between 
competitors.

Laser shooting will replace the 
.2 2 -ca libe r p is to l, a lthough  air 
p is to ls  m ay  b e  u se d  fo r  the 
1994 W orld  C h am pionsh ip s in 
B rita in .

T he c ro ss -c o u n try  run  leg 
w ill aga in  b eco m e the final 
even t, run  on  a h an d ica p  sy s­
tem  so the f ir s t  p e rso n  to  f in ­
ish  is th e  overa ll w inner.

A verage b aseb all 
salary tops $1M

By Ronald Blum

NEW  Y O R K  (AP) - The average 
baseball salary topped $1 million 
for the first time this season at 
51,028,667, the Major League 
B aseball Players Association said 
Tuesday.

The average rose 21 percent 
from the 1991 figure o f $851,492 
and is up 72 percent from the 
1990 average of $597,537. The 
$ 153,955 increase was the second 
highest in baseball history behind 
the $177,175 rise between the 
1990 and 1991 seasons.

The W orld Series champion 
T oron to  B lue Jays w ere the 
highest-paid team, averaging a 
record $1,719,694, according to 
figures distributed by the Players 
A ssociation during its annual 
board meeting at Boca Raton, Fla.

Oakland, which had the top 
average last year at $1,394,119, 
was second at $1,446,650. The 
Los Angeles Dodgers were third 
at $1,431,760, followed by the 
Boston Red Sox at $1,430,586 
and the N ew  Y ork  M ets at 
$1,381,298.

The National League champion 
A tlanta Braves w ere sixth at

$1,280,689, up from $686,340 in 
1991, when they were 19th. The 
California Angels had the most 
dramatic drop, going from third 
in 1991 at $1,136,798 to 19th at 
$874,056. Other teams to drop 
were the San Francisco Giants, 
Kansas City Royals, Philadelphia 
Phillies, M ontreal Expos -and 
Cleveland Indians.

Cleveland had the lowest av­
erage at $326,537, less than one- 
fifth o f Toronto’s average. The 
Houston Astros w erenext-to-last 
at $556,921.

There were 14 teams averaging 
$ 1 million or more last season, up 
from eight in 1991, the first year 
any team topped the dlrs 1 million 
figure.

The study found, designated 
h itters w ere the h ighest-paid  
p la y e rs  at an av e rag e  o f  
$2,415,591, follow ed by first 
basemen at $2,270,011. Starting 
pitchers were next at $1,658,702, 
fo llo w e d  by ca tc h e rs  
($ 1 ,5 8 4 ,6 5 4 ), o u tf ie ld e rs  
($1,517,606), second basemen 
($ 1 ,4 5 5 ,1 4 3 ), sh o rts to p s  
($1 ,1 4 2 ,5 5 2 ), th ird  basem en  
($1,056,778) and relief pitchers 
($853,096).

2 premier 
pitchers 
sign deals

By Ronald Blum

N EW  Y O R K  (AP) - Two more 
premier pitchers signed four-year 
contracts Tuesday, w ith Doug 
Drabek going to the Houston 
Astros for S19.5 million and Jose 
Guzman going to the Chicago 
Cubs for $14.35 million.

The deals, which cam e a day 
after John Sm iley’s $ 18.4 million, 
four-year contract with the Cin­
cinnati Reds, leave.Greg M addux, 
David Cone, Greg Swindell and 
Chris Bosio as the top available 
free-agent pitchers. And they ap­
peared to show «  strong market 
exists for the top pitchers despite 
indications salaries m ay drop for 
m iddle- and low er-level free 
agents.

In T uesday^  other signings, 
Eric Davis returned to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers fo r$ l million 
guaranteed and the chance to earn 
anotherSl million if h e ’shealthy, 
and infielder Scott Fletcher and 
the Boston Red Sox agreed to a 
$1.2 million, two-year contract.

Also, Cincinnati claim ed first 
b asem a n  T om m y G re g g  on 

continued on page 15
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New machines allow 
old people to enjoy

By David Thurber

KANAGAW A, J a p a n  (AP) - 
Kenichi Kamijo clamps on ski 
boots, grabs his poles and is off 
down the slope, bouncing over 
m o g u ls , w eav ing  betw een  
marker flags.

He leans into a turn and picks 
up speed as the course steepens. 
Minutes later, he slows to a halt 
at the end. . . . .

W ith a smile, he yanks off the 
boots and smoothes the trousers 
o f his business suit.

Kamijo, a researcher for NEC 
Corp. wasn’t on a ski slope, but 
in  a w arm  lab near Tokyo, 
perched on a machine that re­
creates the sensation of skiing 
with the help o f computers.

His company is in the race to 
develop applications for emerg- 
ing;“ virtual reality” technology, 
which enables humans to com­
m u n ic a te  w ith  com pu ters 
throughbody movements instead 
o f  keyboards.

The computer-simulated im­
age of the slope Kamijo sees on 
tiny screens built into his helmet 
is not predetermined. It changes 
with his skiing technique and 
stress level, and shifts as he turns 
his head.

Although the tips o f his com­
puter-generated skis are in the 
foreground of the image, Kamijo 
stands on two metal plates that 
measure his shifts in balance and 
leg movement as he “navigates” 
the moguls and curves.

A computer uses that informa­
tion to generate the image of the 
slope and Kamijo’s position and 
speed. It even tilts the plates to 
mimic the feel o f traveling over 
hills and valleys.

Another sensor strapped on a 
finger measures his stress level. 
The calmer he is, the steeper the 
slope becomes.

He and other NEC researchers 
say the machine, still a proto'-' 
type, might be used in future ski 
schools or video game centers. -

Skiers could improve their 
style or try out a course before 
actually skiing i t  Software could 
duplicate any course, allowing 
skiers to tackle a m ountain 
thousands of miles (kilometers) 
away without, the expense of 
going there.
’ The researchers also envision 

machines that would let older 
people enjoy sports they no 
longer can play.

“Aged people aren’t as strong 
as they used to be, but they want 
to play the s

they were young,” said Asao 
Kaneko, an NEC research man­
ager. “With virtual reality, aged 
people can ski again.”

Simulated skiing is just one of 
countless possible uses of virtual 
reality being developed around 
the world.

W ith the technology, people 
can manipulate objects on corm 
puter screens by wearing special 
gloves o r u sing  a sensor- 
equipped tool, perhaps a pointer, 
that relays information on body 
movements.

Instead of entering compli­
cated numbers and commands, 
for example, an auto designer 
could use one of the “virtual” 
tools to reshape a vehicle on the 
screen. Interior decorators or 
architects could easily redesign 
a room, even “walk through” it 
to see the room from different 
angles.

By in c o rp o ra tin g  u s e rs ’ 
physical movements into the 
screen image, virtual reality can 
immerse a surgeon in a simu­
lated brain operation, a soldier 
in a tank battle or a couple in a 
romantic walk through Paris. ·

Several small US companies 
pioneered virtual reality and re­
searchers at dozens of US gov-, 
emment, corporate and univer­
sity labs remain generally in the 
lead. But NEC, M atsushita, 
Fujitsu and several Japanese auto 
makers are stepping up their 
programs.

Fujitsu is involved in a joint 
project withCamegie-Mellon of 
the United States on a variation 
of virtual reality in which the 
user becomes an active part of 
the computer program, not an 
outside operator.

In artificial underw ater or 
outer space worlds created on 
computers by Fujitsu research­
ers, each creature has a person­
ality and emotions and reacts to 
thepresenceof a new entity - the 
user.

“ Just by being in a scene, an 
agent affects all o thers,” said 
M ike B e irn e , a co m p an y  
spokesman. “For exam ple, fish 
w on’t swim near you. In con­
trast, w ith a regular com puter, 
you d o n ’t have any effect if  
you don’t touch theJceyboard.”

M ost people iij the field  
agree that virtual reality has a 
long way to  go before m any o f 
its potential applications be­
come practical, even though 
com puters are rapidly grow ­
ing in power and falling in

Micronesia's Leading Newspaper Since 1972 
P.O. Box 231 Saipan. MP 96950 · Tel. (670) 234-6341 .  7578 

Fax: (670) 234-9271
•9797


	Marianas Variety Vol. 21, No. 184, 1992-12-03

