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“PERSHING’S OWN”  
OWNED THE NIGHT!



The National Museum of the United 
States Army hosted The United States Army 
Band’s 1812 Overture Concert. The concert 
took place on the future site of Warriors’ Field 
and Plaza, the Museum’s outdoor park-like 
setting.

The Army Band, introduced by Sgt. 
Maj. Dave Brown, performed “Come Alive,” 
“The Sum of Us,” and “In a Cause Called 
Glorious.” The evening’s concert also took 
a lighthearted look at the events of the past 
year with their “2020: The Musical,” a humorous play on 
musicals including “The Sound of Music” and “Into the 
Woods.” One spectator likened it to a Broadway musical!

The evening would not have been complete without 
live cannon rounds by four WWII vintage 75mm anti-
tank guns provided by the 3rd U.S. Infantry’s Presidential 
Salute Battery.

To commemorate one of the Band’s first performances 
since the pandemic began, Sgt. Maj. Brown took a selfie 
with the crowd. Like the rest of America, the Band had 

transitioned from live concerts to a virtual concert series 
they titled, “United We Stand.” To view the 1812 Overture 
Concert and more than 1,000 of their other videos, please 
visit their YouTube channel by searching for The United 
States Army Band “Pershing’s Own.”

Once completed, Warriors’ Field and Plaza will hold 
large-scale outdoor events, such as the 1812 Overture 
Concert, reenactments by the Old Guard Fife and Drum 
Corps and vehicle demonstrations; it will also be available 
for third-party rentals.

The United States Army Band “Pershing’s Own” performed  
live at the National Museum of the United States Army
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The United States Army Band “Pershing’s Own” performed  
live at the National Museum of the United States Army

PAGE 3	        NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY

The Army Historical Foundation was honored to join 
the Military Order of the Purple Heart in commemorating 
Purple Heart Day at Mount Vernon on August 7, 2021.  
Dr. Joe Stoltz, Director of Leadership Programs at the 
Washington Library, hosted the ceremony. The Foundation 
was represented by General Eric K. Shinseki, U.S. Army 
(Retired), Chairman of the Foundation, and  Lieutenant 
General Roger C. Schultz, U.S. Army (Retired), Foundation 
President.   General Shinseki joined Dr. Stoltz in delivering 
guest remarks.

George Washington’s Mount Vernon is a special place 
to commemorate Purple Heart Day and honor all recipients 
of the medal. General George Washington, Commander-In-
Chief of the Continental Army, commissioned the Badge 
of Military Merit on August 7, 1782, to honor Soldiers, 
who had fought the long war for independence with him.  
Designed as an embroidered purple heart of silk fabric, 
George Washington awarded the Badge of Military Merit 
to only three enlisted Soldiers.  In 1932, General Douglas 
McArthur redesigned and recommissioned the Badge of 
Military Merit into what we know today as the Purple Heart 
Medal. The oldest of our military awards, the Purple Heart 

is estimated to have been presented to over 1.8 million 
recipients, though records are incomplete.  Awarded to 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States, who 
are wounded due to hostile action by an armed enemy, 
the Purple Heart is presented to Next of Kin when it 
is being awarded posthumously.  General Shinseki 
remembered the more than 1.8 million recipients as 
heroes, reminding that, “the Purple Heart is not an 
award for valor; but valor runs throughout the entire 
DNA of the medal itself.”

Purple Heart Day is not just an observance of the 
establishment of the Purple Heart Medal, but it is, more 
importantly, a day to honor our Nation’s many Service 
Members who made such important and brave sacrifices 
for our country. “Washington was acknowledging 
every Soldier’s unwavering courage and willingness 
to sacrifice in doing one’s duty in battle,” said General 
Shinseki, highlighting the importance of always 
remembering and honoring those sacrifices.

 

Leaders Honor 
Purple Heart Day  
at Mt. Vernon

Our Campaign Continues

Construction on the Warriors’ Plaza is set to begin late 2021. A large outdoor space, the Plaza will be used for events 
and ceremonies as well as a place for all visitors to eat and congregate. Lined with trees, benches, and donor bricks, the 
Plaza continues the story of the American Soldier, while providing a shaded location for visitors to rest and reflect.

A Pentagon stone fragment from the September 11th attacks will be the focal piece of a Memorial dedicated to those 
who lost their lives on that fateful day.  As a complimentary space to Warriors’ Field, the Plaza will provide a scenic entry 
point to large-scale events and performances occurring on the Field.  

Warriors’ Plaza and Warriors’ Field are made possible by the generous contribution of the Commonwealth of Virginia.



Museum visitors can explore how the 
Army increasingly readied its Soldiers to 

serve in colder temperatures since the time of 
Henry Knox. In the Global War Gallery, a cast 
figure of a Soldier in the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion represents the experienced skiers recruited 
to serve in the famed division, which was es-

tablished in 1943 and played a critical role in the 
mountains of Italy near the close of World War II. 

Life-threatening tem-
peratures were such a fac-

tor during the Korean War that an 
exhibit in the Cold War Gallery 
displays the outerwear developed 
for those frozen battlefields, in-
cluding the bulbous, insulated 
footwear that Soldiers referred 
to as “Mickey Mouse boots.” 

ARMY STRONG ON  
FROZEN BATTLEFIELDS

As winter sets in and temperatures begin 
to drop, the Foundation is taking a look at 
some of the Museum exhibits remem-
bering the service of Soldiers in un-
forgiving cold temperatures. The 
most prominent cold weather 
exhibit is the Knox Trail dis-
play centered in the Founding 

the Nation Gallery.  The exhibit 
pays tribute to Henry Knox’s trans-

port of nearly 60 pieces of artillery from Fort Ti-
conderoga to Boston during the winter of 1775-76. 
An enlarged portion of Tom Lovell’s “The Noble 
Train of Artillery” painting frames the display, 
depicting the harsh, icy terrain that Knox’s ex-
pedition traversed for 300 miles. On an adjacent panel is 
the sentence from a letter Henry Knox wrote to George 
Washington on December 17, 1775 that gave the painting 
its name. It reads, “I hope in 16 or 17 days to be able to 
present to your Excellency a Noble train of artillery.” At 
the front of the exhibit is a large, glass-encased diorama 
depicting the Soldiers and oxen who pulled and carried 
the cannons, mortars, and howitzers using wooden sleds. 
A recreation of one sled sits on a snow-dusted platform in 
the middle of the display, carrying an actual cannon of the 
Revolutionary era. 

“Chow Line” by Ogden Pleissner, depicts Soldiers eating in cold, muddy 
Aleutian Islands, 1943

WWII 10th Mountain Division Private in ski parka to match snow-covered 
Apennine Mountains, Italy 
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ARMY STRONG ON  
FROZEN BATTLEFIELDS
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GRASSROOTS 
S P O T L I G H T
FRED BECKER, CAPE CORAL,  FL

“My dad was in the Army Air Corps, and 
I followed in his footsteps by serving from 
1970 – 1973. Since taking off my uniform, I 
have always looked for ways to support our 
military and those who serve. When I saw 
The Army Historical Foundation’s call for 
grassroots volunteers, I figured it was a chance 
to do my part. I have worked in sales, and I 
enjoy meeting people, so I knew I’d be pretty 
good at getting the word out. When I meet a 
fellow veteran, I present them with a Museum 
pin. I also visit my local veterans’ hospital 
to hand-out the Foundation’s calendars. 
These are just symbolic gifts, but they are an 
important reminder to Army veterans of their 
tie to each other and the history preserved in 
the Museum. When I make my first trip to 
Washington, D.C., I’m really interested to see 
the Museum and how it is using technology 
to bring the history to life. I’ve been reading 
about the interactive exhibits they have, and I 
can’t wait to experience them in-person.” 

For more information on how you can promote the National 
Army Museum in your own community, please contact  
Beth Schultz Seaman at Beth.Schultz@armyhistory.org  
or (703) 879-0006.

Margaret Myers Beeker always knew about the trunk in her 
parents’ attic. Inside were three U.S. Army uniforms and two 
“doughboy” helmets worn by her father Frank and uncles George 
and Paul, during World War I. All three brothers had deployed to 
France with the American Expeditionary Forces at the same time. 

When the time came to clean out her parents’ house, Mrs. 
Beeker’s mother made her promise that the uniforms would not be 
auctioned. She wanted them to be appropriately honored. As Mrs. 
Beeker began searching for options, she learned that a national 
museum was being constructed for the Army, so she contacted 
The Army Historical Foundation to inquire if they could give 
the artifacts a home. She soon heard back from the Foundation’s 
Chief Historian about the possibility of adding them to the future 
Museum’s collection.

Long-time Foundation supporters may recognize the Myers 
Brothers’ artifacts as an early highlight of the Museum’s collection. 
Though no visitor has been as eager to see the uniforms on display 
as Mrs. Beeker, who made her first visit to the Museum this fall. 
“The volunteers who welcomed us were kind, friendly, and 
knowledgeable. As soon as we told them the artifacts we came to 
see, they knew right where to take us.” 

Mrs. Beeker said her father’s artifacts connected her to 
a pivotal time in her father’s life, but one that he never talked 
about with her. Her father had seen combat and was attacked 
with mustard gas. According to her mother, it was hard for him to 
reflect on those experiences.   

After her visit, Mrs. Beeker described the Museum as 
“unbelievable.” She said, “I thought it was historic, incredibly 
realistic, and dignified.” It was exactly the place of honor her 
mother had hoped for.    

DAUGHTER VISITS  
FATHER’S ARTIFACTS IN 
‘UNBELIEVABLE’ MUSEUM



The Army Historical Foundation appreciates our new contributors and our current 
donors who increased their giving to the Circles of Distinction:

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF’S CIRCLE 
$5,000,000 +

ONE-STAR CIRCLE
$50,000 + 

FIVE-STAR CIRCLE
$1,000,000 +

THREE-STAR CIRCLE
$250,000 +

FOUR-STAR CIRCLE
$500,000 +

TWO-STAR CIRCLE
$100,000 +

Be a part of our circle.

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
To learn more about being a member of the Circles of 
Distinction and gallery support opportunities, please 

contact Julie E. Kaplan, AVP of Development  
majorgifts@armyhistory.org   

armyhistory.org/exclusive-opportunities

Circles of Distinction Adds New Donors
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“My visit to the Museum of the U.S. 
Army gave me an opportunity to 
see for the first time a truck like 
the one my father drove all over 
France during World War One. 
My father, Marion L. Oakley, 
also has a brick, as do seven other 
members of my family who have 
served our Nation in uniform.” 

LTC William Oakley, USAR 
Three-Star Circle Donor

“It is a privilege to serve on the board of 
The Army Historical Foundation, and to 
financially support its mission. In the grand 
scheme of things, it would not be possible 
without the selfless sacrifice made by the 
millions who have served throughout the 
history of our Nation. It is everyone’s duty to 
forever remember and honor their service.” 

Don M. Fox  
AHF Board Member 
Two-Star Circle Donor 

Leidos, Inc. - Five-Star Circle

Col. Eb W. Smith, USA-Ret., & Family - Four-Star Circle

LTC William B. Oakley, USAR - Three-Star Circle

Maj Elba G. & Margaret Heard - Two-Star Circle

G A Redding LTC, AGC, USA - Two-Star Circle

LTC Virgil & Darlene Spurlock & Family - Two-Star Circle

Don M. Fox & Stephanie Fox - Two-Star Circle

LTC Fredrick Bishop Seeger, US Army - Two-Star Circle

Colonel (USA, Ret) Dave and Joan Wolf - Two-Star Circle

BG & Mrs. Paul L. Babiak (USA-RET) - One-Star Circle

LTC Wilbur Snyder (USA, Ret) - One-Star Circle

MAJ Gen Chuck & Sandy Henry USA (RET) - One-Star Circle

COL Conrado B. & DR Morgan, USA - One-Star Circle

Thank You Military Spouses & Families - Hsia Family -  

One-Star Circle

Mo, Jenn & Zakary Choumil - One-Star Circle

COL George W. Aux, Jr. USA-Ret. - One-Star Circle

Estate of BG Connie L. Slewitzke USA-Ret - One-Star Circle



https://tickets.thenmusa.org/Info.aspx?EventID=48


The Army Action Center is an exciting 
simulator space that will transport visitors 
into Army experiences through the power 
of cutting-edge virtual reality, motion 
platforms, and state-of-the-art systems. The 
experiences include stepping inside a World 
War II tank, participating in a marksmanship 
challenge, and taking flight in historic 
aircraft. Simulator tickets can be purchased 
when reserving Museum general admission 
tickets online or on site.

“The virtual simulator was such a 
great opportunity to experience what it’s 
like to ride in a combat vehicle,” said 
Anne Monahan, Vice President for Talent 
Solutions at BAE Systems. “It’s not as 
easy as you’d think to hit a target while the 
vehicle is moving!”

To learn more about adding a unique 
Museum experience to your itinerary, visit 
armyhistory.org/army-action-center.

SHOW YOUR PRIDE WHILE STAYING WARM

AT THE MUSEUM

This year, make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to The Army 
Historical Foundation in support of the National Museum of the U.S. Army! 
QCDs, also known as IRA charitable rollovers, allow you to donate directly to 
a qualified charity from a taxable IRA instead of taking a required minimum 
distribution (RMD), lowering your taxable income. 

If you are 70 ½ or older, contact the administrator of your IRA to initiate 
a QCD. Individuals can donate up to $100,000 per year through a QCD and 
married couples can give $200,000.  

You can also make the National Army Museum part of your legacy 
through other planned gifts:

	 A gift in your will
	 Naming the Foundation in support of the Museum as a beneficiary of 
your life insurance policy or retirement plan, including:

	 IRA, 401(k), 403(B), TSP or other retirement plan 
	 Brokerage Account 
	 Life Insurance Policy 
	 Donor Advised Fund (DAF)

All gifts $50,000 and up qualify for recognition in our Circles of 
Distinction program. For more information on year-end giving or legacy gifts, 
please contact Katie Watson, Major Gifts Officer, katie.watson@armyhistory.
org or 703-562-4177.

Use the information below to make a QCD or another planned gift. 
The Army Historical Foundation 1775 Liberty Dr., Ste. 400 
Ft. Belvoir, VA 22060 
Phone Number: 800.506.2672 
Email Address: majorgifts@armyhistory.org Tax ID Number: 52-1367225

The information provided above is not intended to serve as tax or legal 
advice. Please consult your attorney and/or financial advisor before making 
a gift.

INCLUDE THE MUSEUM IN YOUR END-OF-YEAR GIVING

The Army Historical Foundation  
1775 Liberty Drive, Suite 400  

Fort Belvoir, VA 22060 
armyhistory.org 

1-800-506-2672  

National Museum  
of the United States Army 

1775 Liberty Drive  
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

SHOP THE MUSEUM STORE ONLINE AT SHOP.ARMYHISTORY.ORG.

Adult National Army  
Museum Hoodie

Under Armour  
Army Pom Beanie

National Army Museum  
Brass Etched Ornament 

Digi Camo U.S. Army  
Stadium Blanket

$16.00 $39.99 $40.00 $40.00


