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MINISTER OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION TO THE HAWAIIAN
LEGISLATURE, APRIL 8, 1854,

REPORT ¢

OF THE

g
To the Nobles and Representatives of the Hawaiian Islands, in Legisla-
twe Council Assembled :
Agreeably to the Constitution, I lay before you a report of the
transactions and business of the Department of Public Instruction, for
the year 1853, inclusive, under the three following general heads:

1. The Common Free Schools.

2. The Select Schools.

3.: General Items: the census, marriages, births and deaths,
school-lands, medicines for gratuitous distribution, public morals,
and a summary of the accounts of the Department, made up to
to Dec. 31st, 1853.

I. Tur Common FREE ScHooLs.

The statistical table and quarterly accounts, to the Minister of Fi-
nance, marked A. and B., herewith enclosed, exhibit a condensed
view of these institutions for the year under review, embracing an ac-
count of receipts and expenditures for the same.

The Auditor having been dispensed with during nine months of the
year, I deem it proper to enclose also the vouchers for the above ac-
counts. These documents show the following results:

Whole number of Public Free Schools taught by
natives, in the Hawaiian language in 1853, 423
Whole number of scholars in the same, - - 12,205
- “ Protestant schools, - - 344
£ My scholars in the same, - - 10,382
& b Catholic schools, - - 79
.o £ scholars in the same, - - 1,823
$$ readers in all the free schools, 6,583
5 writers £ o £ 4,183
i in arithmetic, - - - 6,156
b geography, - - - 3,664
& vocal music, - - - 3,181

Besides the above branches, instruction is also given in some of the
free schools, in punctuation, elements of geometry, algebra and moral
philosophy as the teachers may be capable of imparting it.

1P




2

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE ON ACCOUNT OF THE FRree ScHoOOLS.

For a summary of these I refer the legislature to the enclosed ac-
count marked B, with the accompanying vouchers.
The total amount of receipts by this Department on account of the

$2 school-tax, in 1852, including the balance of the

previous year, was - - - - $24,193 28
Total expenditure of same on account of the free schools, 20,563 58
Balance in the hands of school treasurers, as per their

reports on Dec. 3lst, - - R - 3,629 70
There was also expended of the interest accruing on the

fund arising from the sale of school-lands, as per ac-

count of the same enclosed, marked K, - - 692 42
Making the total amount expended on free schools, $21,256 0_(_)
The amount expended for teachers’ wages during the

year, was - - - - - - 16,635 61
Ditto for building and repairs of school-houses, - 1,127 42

Ditto for pay of school inspectors, fees of treasurers,
school-house furniture and other items, as per reports

of Treasurers, - - - 3 2,800 55
The average number of days taught per school, was 1278
iz e scholars in each school, 288

b cost of each school for the year, $50 25

e 8 i per day, 39 3-10c.

£€ < scholar for the year, $1 74 1-10c.

it 5 58 per day, 1 3-10c.

The receipts from the school-tax were less this year by $2,293 38,
than during the year previous.

The following comparative statistical table will exhibit somewhat of
the variations of the free schools since the commencement of the year
1848, and may be of interest to the Legislature.
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COMPARISON WITH SCHOOL STATISTICS OF OTHER STATES.

The question may arise in the mind of some, especially of the native
members of the legislature, how these statistics will compare with those | (o,
of a similar kind in other states which make provision by law for the °
¢ - instruction of the entire people ? I have not the means of answering

the question to any great extent; the data in my possession relating
chiefly to the United States, in most of which the importance of popu-
" lar education has been rising in the public mind for the last fifty years,
} and is generally regarded as one of the first duties of a government.
There in the year 1850, it was estimated by Mr. Mayhew, in his ela-
. ‘ borate work on popular education, that only * one person in ten of the
] whole population, attended any school, whatever, any part of the year.”
The same author states, p. 345, that ‘‘ the entire number of children
. £ in attendance upon all our schools, is twenty thousand less than one
half of the entire number of free-born white children in the United
States between the ages of five and fifteen years. This leaves two

. millions of children uninstructed.”’
How does the matter stand in these Islands? Of the whole number
of pupils in our free schools, the average for three terms, last year, was
12,205; add 517 for those in the select schools, and we have 12,722,
The ages of our pupils are generally from four to sixteen years. No
2 account is made here of the numerous Sunday schools for both adults
e and children. The whole population by this year’s census is 73,137;
thatis, in round numbers, one in every five, of the whole population of the
Islands, attends school some part of the year, or about one hundred per
& ' cent. more than attend school in the United States all taken together.
In individual States of the American Union the proportion of those
who attend school is very different. For instance, in Maine, New
1 Hampshire and Vermont, each, it is one inthree. In Michigan, Mas-
} sachusetts, Connecticut and New York, it is one in four. In Rhode
& Island, it is one in five, about the same as on these Islands. In New
4 ¢ Jersey and Ohio, each, one in eight. In no other State is the propor-
| tion more than one in ten; while in ten of the States it is less than one
i’ g intwenty. This isowing to the fact that in these Statesno efficient sys-

¢ r - tem of free schools is established. In the slave States the population
. is generally too sparse to admit of it. In New England and some of

P the western States, they go for educating allthe children at the public
Bl v expense, and in doing so at these Islands we are only following their

‘ noble and enlightened example.

Tur ComparaTivE Cost oF PusLic INSTRUCTION.

O Again, notice the comparative cost of free school instruction here
21 and in some of the United States. From official returns in 1853, in
| the six New England States, where popular education is sustained and

s carried forward with as much vigor and liberality as in any part of
!/ the world, it appears that in Vermont the average cost of each pupil
Y to the State, was $2 22; in Maine §1 34; in Connecticut $1 35; in

! B Rhode Island $1 64; in Massachusetts $4 54.
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