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To not a few, Fhilippine-Islamic law is not encrally uvell-lmovm, for a
Society that is predominantly ‘lestern oriented, such a lmowledge is only
confined to specialists, lawvars and thinzzrs, But if we are inTormed that
Islanic 1ou embraces the study of anthropology, philosophy, history, litera—
ture, politics and relijion; if we are informed thet Islamic law as it parted
from the land of its birt!: has been shaped by the language or habits of
thoughts of the pz2ople who ecopt it and influenced by the system of law
existing in the eountry into rich the Islanic law is introcduced; if we are
informed thet Islanic law also decls with th: law on property, inheritance,
obligzations and contracts and personal or faaily laws; if we are informed
that the Philippine laws which originally caae Trom Spain thet vas under
luslin domination for 7 centuries and may therefore be Islamio—influenced to
a certain extent, when it was introduced to the Y'hilippines, Islamic lau or
the law Sharia?

L3 the path to wiczrsotond Islan is throuwsh Sharia, so is the layr to-
uncercztand the uslims in the Philipoines throulh Isleonic low as shhpet by
PlLilinpine custons; baliefs, trua. ticas,; . nd idiosymeracies. The word,

_____.._,_&_._1_'_1:, oty .1olo¢:Lcd_'L/ i 3 1 lecdin; to tiwe water or source of life,“
In its_yeljious sonse, azons thc “hi ey of _ood life, The term Shiria
became the .rord loter ap-lizd to the whole system of luw of Islan, the tote—
lity of CGod's comnandasnts, 1 one of these comncndaents is celled hulia
(pl Adhem). “his meons-Shoria is litened to “Divine Revelations" which is
broad -enocugh to include {o0serevelotions made Luroush lloah, ..brahan, llcses
and Josus, aside fron that “riich ‘ras rovealed tarou h llohcaned in e loly
Quran, ™2 ocorrelate of ih: rord Shiria is th2 rord Din whieh literally
means “submission’ or “Iolloriag," . liile Sheria is the O“de.ming, o the vay
and the proper subjeot is uod, the wrord Din is 5 the “folloring® of 3
and the proper subject is Illan, Sheria cnd Dm .rould t iereforz bz id ~1t1a.1
as far as the way is concerned, Tut siace the mood of tha uren is aoral
exhortation to men; th2 term Din or its equivolint lI.s_:’li..'_:g is lore frequently
used in the Guren than tae word Sharia. In cthor words, the lfuslins would
rather-be~iaterasted in the wor for them to “ollow (Din) t‘n_n in woy ordained
by Goc, who, alone 'tiows it, Ilievertheless, since the vslim conveniemtly

T e——hag-alroady subnitsec or followed, the primory dosk is Sheria or the ordaining
of the way. Becauss of its all—embracing scope, Sharia “ciot be consicerad
law in the uwestern sease but as o ner2  uide to ebhios or jucdicial conduct
which esterners iroulcd not re,ard as law. When the Huslins seel: to undorstond
Sharia on a particulir subjset matter, their conclusion becomes humen inter—

pretation of t!e Sharia called Figh, The word Migh in Islamic low is the

term olosest to the tom uncéerstood ir e Jestorn sense. Jut Figh
is still broader than 1.0 ia the .Jestera sense inasmuch as Pigh ccrers not
only trensacti-n (muaanclot) but else reliji-us ritucl czlled (idadzt),

IUSLII theory of ‘m:..,)“u( ance tells usz that th2 :‘.'rvct"rc ol Islemic
four £-v v iled » “roots of lear,  These cre
12 Swn T %he prophet, tle Ijms or th2 coasensus ‘L the
cr analc,ical reascning i is eithar 133.:..‘14., (the
‘*mvl..nt thin':ing or togliad, (+he doctrine of ..._1ex-c~10e)

» % the four princi les .r2 cenfusing and > fancus
is helpful. Pursuin, t:is schone, tie uran
princ:i.l-"s cr sources; tvhe Liyas is the
Tunctiznal poirer
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~ristctrlean sc.‘m.xs

and the Sunnah are 42
efTicient ccuse while

(URNIC 1o islative pronsuncement is relotivel: saall. Tthe oaly
erpratstin L a fresh anplicsticn of thoe uran ucs t: se2 to
L curidng, the life tiae «f the prophot of
rophet 's death, nc ne penrscn ecan clai:.x
vrity, In fuct ) T the prophot vas subssguentl: expwadad t2
ce thes precadents 7 “\a first £ ur caliphs and tie coapaniuns o7 the
pronphet., The subsncuont _enerati ns came undar the .e,is of Ijma cr Con-
sensus of the Commmmnit:r, 'L‘,‘ is is the end of Sunneh cnd the beginning, of




Islanic law, Iencs,
] iiional sources of [luslim
i 1,,w.s, of analo_iccl racsoning
is called r b, I‘__:." si: 1)1-' meoas “I think or “I opinc,Y
e scholex 1-' group “rere nic! _n(.mcl “Do—trou thin'izrs,” Therzafter t12 conc2pt
of d3tihed or Cootrine of srataaatic thin'ting, bloomed iio & 3o:lcrfu1 arin-
] sualleusing wy ths theerm- of [livas. is is clear froa the diffarent
schools of 1 Shet noocarad i the ereat ynrts of tae iuslin rorlc, The
craat juricts of Swmi Islon, ncasly .. ife, ilali': Iba fnes, Idris «ws-S
and Tivheaaned Ton Headel still apocured to control 112 minds of tha fuslimsg in
Islaaic lezal doetrincs., 'Thea tlxc doctrine of ijac nlayed an inmportont role
in deterwining whieh 8ne dith, as & velicle to
truth, dradaallyr, ‘.)oh"' i hed daien a definite shoape and
the deor of iftihed v most craative ond brilliunt
2pochs of all in‘u:lleouu.v,l o o & sucden end, 1hs dootrineg of
Teglid or .idhetonoe 40 be finished, arose leacing to steg-
nation ond petr
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DIRTC the Unmerad Celinhate, its Tuslia iaTluence was f2lt in the Iberian
poninsula Jorx aore thin soven ceaturiss fron Julyr 19, 711 to Janucry 2, 1492
covering, & peried of 81 wvourse o lmov 1wt Spoin rrich subseguently con-
cuered & jractor inm of ¢he P'ilincines uas onc3d lluslin cominated, it
wonld notv be surprising Yo Jind siailarities in hz lous of bot.., s 't Uaa

introducad %o 7. £33 con n*vt*n G covrsz, the Unanyrad rulers wore
lorgoly guided W : : ' t'is Swanc but these vuere inverprated b lay
euthorities, M : 'visers or officers, oa %2 princinles of erpszdioncy
and in the 1ligns ctices 1, i the diffzront nrovinoess of

the Serzcenic a:yire; bodyr of 1l a3 of 11"6 qanun (c--non) zad pro—
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One of 'i;"" w5t toresting lettors recz2ived b tle Societr comes froa
iy ol T'x., ael Tacdeus, .asistant Swrator of L'istory of the INMilucw':ee Pudlie
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LOCATION: IlMuseum of liistory and
Technology, Smithsonian
Institute, ‘ashington, D.C.

LOCATION: Chicago liistorical Society,
Accession No, 2309-1i.
Gift of llrs. Robert A.
Harris, -20 January 1948.

LOCATION: Memorial Room (GAR) of
State Capitol Building
Madison, Wisconsin.

S

LOCATION: Museum of History and
Technology, Smitihsonian
Institute, Washington, D.C.



NEW TISHMBIRS

Among the newly adnitted members of the Sulu Cultural Historical Socicty
are Dra, Cloe Paulate, Illisses Fawziya II. Bagis, Rowena A. Bahjin, Irene Hassan,
Lynnette Yu, Messrs, Haduh Damsani, Lfren Alawi, and Nohammad Daud ibdul.

CHARTTRED ITHIBZR SUCCUIDS

The late Salih Ututalum, an illustrous son of Sulu, having beon oncd
a Division Superintendent of Schools for Sulu, a Congressman and Secretary
of General Services, passed away rocently.

He was a chartered member cf +the SCHS and at the time of his demise he
was an active member of the Society.

Mis death is a great loss to Sulu, and to the country.

CURRENT SCHS PROJZCTS -

Amonz the current projects of the Society are the restoration of the old
Spanish walls and the beautification of the area, the reconstruction and
repair of the Rizal lonument in Plaza Rizal and the correction of the names
in the plague at the foot of the monument.

PROPOSAL AFPROVTD

The Society feels that in line with its aims and objectives and to
generate more interest in matters which are geninuely ours, as a people,
programs on national affa:.rs like Rizal Day, shonld be co-sponsored by the
SCHS.

This proposal has been brought to the attention of the llunicipal Councll
of Jolo and it received the whole hearted endorsement of the body.

LITTIRS RECESIVED

Since the birth of our SCHS and the release of our maiden issue of the
Sarsila, sevoral letters have been received from foreign countries, 4 number
have manifested their desire to became membersg of the SCHS and cthers aisked
to be in the mailing list of our Sarsila,

Among these who went to be subscribers are Shiro Saito of the University
of Hawaii, Michael lladaus of Wisconsin, U,S.A. and some others.
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