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STATEMENT OF SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA
TURTLE INDEPENDENCE DAY

MAUNA LANI BAY HOTEL

JULY 4, 1996

Aloha kakou! I must admit that I always look forward to being at the Mauna Lani Bay
Hotel on the beautiful Kona Coast on the Fourth of July to participate in this most worthy
event. It gives me great pleasure to be among concerned adults and young people who wish
to share the freedoms we enjoy on this national day of celebration with our earthly
co-inhabitants.

To me, Turtle Independence Day highlights the importance of protecting our worldly
environment and the importance of freedom and liberty in all our lives. As we enjoy what
it means to be able to live in a country that exists in freedom, it is also the perfect
time to bestow that same gift of freedom upon some of our special inhabitants of this
earth.

The Hawaiian green sea turtle, or honu, was once a common sight here in the Islands.
Native to Hawaii, the honu is found nowhere else in the world. Recently, their numbers
have dwindled, mostly because of human neglect, and their survival has been greatly
jeopardized.

Thanks to Mauna Lani Bay Hotel and Sea Life Park and their cooperative educational
species restoration program, people are becoming more aware of the plight of the honu and
other Hawaiian sea creatures. Since 1990, over 70 endangered green sea turtles, 24 inches
in size, have been tagged and released. Although countless hazards still await these
juveniles, headstarting gives them the advantage of being much larger and less likely prey
to natural predators such as fish, birds, and sharks than they would be as hatchlings.
Most turtles stay in the waters close to the hotel and snorklers have confirmed sightings
of the specially tagged turtles in the area.

I would like to recognize the work of Mr. George Balazs, zoologist with the National
Marine Fisheries Service. 1In a recent article in the Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Mr. Balazs
has been working with students from Hawaii Prepatory Academy to study the honu on the
Kohala Coast. His work with these young people has given them a better understanding of
the importance in preserving our environment and teaches them to get involved with its
protection.

Special people like George Balazs help to educate our young people about protecting
the environment. I would also like to commend the Mauna Lani Bay Hotel and Sea Life Park
for their help in organizing this event over the years. I would also like to acknowledge
Aloha Airlines for their generous contribution of transporting the honu from Honolulu to
the Big Island at no charge.

Today, I join all of you in observing the birth of freedom in America and the new
freedom of these turtles. Let us all continue to do our part so that they and we will
enjoy and celebrate independence for many more days to come. Mahalo!
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Aloha kakou! I must admit that I always look forward to being at Mauna Lani on the
beautiful Kona Coast on the Fourth of July to participate in this most worthy event. It
gives me great pleasure to be among concerned adults and young people who wish to share
the freedoms we enjoy on this national day of celebration with our earthly
co-inhabitants.

To me, Turtle Independence Day highlights the importance of protecting our environment
and the meaning of freedom and liberty in all our lives. As we enjoy what it means to be
able to live in a country that exists in freedom, it is also the perfect time to bestow
that same gift of freedom upon some of the special inhabitants of this earth.

The Hawaiian green sea turtle, or honu, was once a common sight here in the Islands.
Native to Hawaii, the honu is found nowhere else in the world.

Recently, their numbers have dwindled, mostly because of human neglect, and their survival
has been greatly jeopardized.

Thanks to Mauna Lani Bay Hotel and Sea Life Park and their cooperative educational
species restoration program, people are becoming aware of the plight of the honu and other
Hawaiian sea creatures. Since 1990, over 70 endangered green sea turtles, 24 inches in
size, have been tagged and released.

Although countless hazards still await these juveniles, headstarting gives them the
advantage of being much larger and less likely prey to natural predators such as fish,
birds, and sharks than they would be as hatchlings. Most turtles stay in the waters close

to the hotel and snorklers have confirmed sightings of the specially tagged turtles in the
area.

I would like to recognize the work of Mr. George Balazs, zoologist with the National
Marine Fisheries Service.

As described in a recent article in the Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Mr. Balazs has been
working with students from Hawaii Prepatory Academy to study the honu on the Kohala Coast.
His work with these young people has given them a better understanding of the importance
of preserving our environment and teaches them to get involved with its protection.

Special people like George Balazs help to educate our young people about protecting
the environment.

I would also like to commend the Mauna Lani Bay Hotel and Sea Life Park for their help in
organizing this event over the years. I would also like to acknowledge Aloha Airlines for
transporting the honu from Honolulu to the Big Island at no charge.

Today, I join all of you in observing the birth of freedom in America and the new
freedom of these turtles. Let us all continue to do our part so that we all - man and
turtle - will enjoy and celebrate independence for many more years to come. Mahalo!




