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FEMA closes its local office, 

$2million in individual assistance 
by ASDRO staff 

The FEMA team that responded to 

Cyclone Olaf is closing their office at the 

old Army Reserve Center this Friday, 

April 29th. A few FEMA employees will 

remain on island at the American Samoa 

Disaster Recovery Office (“ASDRO”), to 

finish up loose ends and to work with 

ASDRO on the recovery efforts. 

FEMA officials report spending about 

$2 million on the Individual Assistance 

Program. This program provided grants 

to individuals and families in Manu’a, 

who suffered from Cyclone Olaf. 

  

“This has been a 

great disaster.” 

- FEMA employee       

About $3 million will be allocated in 

Project Worksheets for the Public 

Assistance Program. These projects will 

be mainly in Manu’a to restore power, 

water and communications, to clean up 

debris, and to rebuild damaged public 

facilities such as the schools and harbors. 

Mr. Scott Wells, the Federal 

Coordinating Officer for FEMA for this 

disaster, left American Samoa on last 

Friday. 

At the final meeting with the Joint | 

Command Staff, Mr. Wells praised ASG 

staff for their work on the disaster. He 

noted that ASPA had set a standard that 

most U.S. stateside utilities could not 

compare with. 

Mr. Wells stated that he had worked in 

Florida on disasters, and that Florida was 

known to be one of the best-organized 

operations for disaster response and 

recovery. Florida has a large permanent 

State organization housed in an 

expensivebrand new facility. There are 

large County and City staff devoted to 

disaster response and_ recovery. 

Mr. Wells then stated that the 

operations in American Samoa were 

handled better than the ones he worked 

with in Florida. He praised the work of 

TEMCO, Territorial Office of Homeland 

Security and the American Samoa 

Disaster Recovery Office (ASDRO). 

ASDRO Manager Jack Kachmarik 

said that this kind of praise has been 

oftenstated by FEMA representatives that 

he has worked with on this and other 

disasters. 

“They all praise the work that is done 

in American Samoa by the local staff,” 

said Kachmarik. “Because of this good 

work, the citizens and government receive 

great support from FEMA, and FEMA 

respords by assisting ASG to the extent 

possible within FEMA regulations.” 

For example, according to Kachmarik, 

FEMA has agreed not only to repair the 

Faleasao ASPA power plant, but also to 

relocate it up the hill to a safer location, 

including paying for new generators. 

FEMA has also agreed to pay for brand 

new metal roofs on all three elementary | 

schools in Manu’a. These projects will 

greatly assist ASPA and DOE in the 

future. 

One of the FEMA employees summed 

it up wryly, “This has been a great 

disaster.” 

SWAINS ISLAND FLAG DAY CELEBRATION 
is Friday, May 13th. An ASG holiday. Pg 2 
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Mark Gomes (left) and Pule Gaoteote will partner up with 

grounds crew to improve Lavalava Golf Course in Ili ili. 

Golf Course getting facelift 
by Taika Singh 

Tapuitea staff 

The Lavalava Golf Course in Ili’ili is getting a facelift 

and the golf surgeons are Mark Gomes and Pule Gaoteote. 

When Gomes, 54, former superintendent of Moanalua Golf 

Club in Oahu for twelve years, first saw the golf course his 

first reaction was: “How did it last so long? It’s a beautiful, 

_ simple course, but not an easy course.” 

Gomes has partnered with Vatia native, Gaoteote, 56, to 

_ spruce up the local course and, at the same time, educate the 

_ players on how to take care of the golf course. 

“Priority are greens and tees, with some re-sodding in 

trouble areas,” said Gomes. “We will also have the golfers 

more on page 3 

Tapuitea 
..ina ia manino le folauga. 

Tapuitea is believed to come from two words: fapui (sacred) and tea (brilliant 

_ light). Tapuitea was the star that Samoan navigators of old believed was the 
_ messenger their gods sent down to guide their journeys. When they see Tapuitea, - 

_ the journey was assured to be safe and well guided. They would not be led astray 
by the myriad of other stars. 

Thus, “ina ia manino le folauga” (so that the journey may have proper guidance), - 

embraces the guiding principle of your newsletter “Tapuitea”; that you should 

_ know the truth about what is happening in your government. 
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Swains Flag Day celebration is May 13" 
by Tapuitea staff 

Governor Togiola Tulafono has 

proclaimed that the 80" anniversary of the 

raising of the U.S. flag on Swains Island 

will be celebrated on Friday, May 13" as 

an official American Samoa Government 

holiday. 

Swains Island, one of seven islands 

which make up the Territory of American 

Samoa, lies 663 nautical miles south of the 

equator, 100 miles south of Fakaofo, 

Tokelau, 170 miles north and a little east 

of Apia, Samoa, 210 miles north and a little 

west of Pago Pago, and 310 miles west of 

Pukapuka (Danger Islands). 

The island is a ring of sand and coral. a 

mile and a half cast and west, a mile wide, 

and nowhere more than 20 feet high. 

surrounding a shallow lagoon, which is 

ag POY e 

only slightly brackish, with no surface Pail 

connection with the sea. Most of the land, 

from the crest of the narrow ocean beach 

to the very edge of the lagoon, is thickly 

covered with vegetation, about 800 acres 

of coconut palms and various trees and 

shrubs found widespread in the Pacific. 

Onciwey tes 1925, Lieutenant 

Commander C.D. Edgar, U.S. Navy, 

traveled to Swains Island for the purpose 

of extending sovereignty over the islands 

in accordance with provisions of the joint 

resolution of the U.S. Congress, formally 

hoisting the American flag and firing the 

national salute of 21 guns. 

od 

A festive and enjoyable program has 

been planned for this one-day event, which 

will include cultural entertainment. 
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Map of Swains Island 

  
First Lady Mary Tulafono and Mrs. Elisapeta Sunia at the launch of the Beautify 

Your Environment Project on April 15th at the EOB in Utulei. “Our goal must be 

for our island home to be a clean place that we live, love and enjoy,” said Mrs. 

Tulafono. “It’s time to renew our pride because we love American Samoa.” 

  

ASEPA: ENVIRONMENT WEEK 
Governor Togiola Tulafono has 

proclaimed May | to 6 as “Environment 

Week” in American Samoa. 

The American Samoa Environment 

Protection Agency will host the special 

week with a program and activities 

designed to highlight this year’s theme: 

“Our islands are our heritage. Keep them 

clean.” 

It starts on Sunday, May |“ with a 

combined Church Service at CCCAS in 

Fagatogo at 3pm, with the opening 

ceremony on Monday, May 2” at the Office 

of Samoan Affairs at 8:30am. Workshops 

are planned for the village mayors, with 

outreach and educational programs 

scheduled for several villages and private 

organizations throughout the week. 

This year’s Environment Week not 

only will it accentuate the Beautification 

Program that First Lady Maryann 

Tulafono has spearheaded, but it will also 

acknowledge the clean-up drive that the 

Fono, government agencies, villages and 

private businesses have already 

undertaken. 

“I urge everyone to participate in the 

outreach and educational activities planned 

for this special week,” said Fanuatele Dr 

To’afa Vaiaga’e, ASEPA Director. “It is 

very important that we have everyone play 

a key role in promoting clean water, quality 

land and unpolluted air to sustain a healthy 

and wealthy environment for our lovely 

territory. After all, our islands are our 

heritage and pride, we must all be proud of 
$4 199 
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Conservation Officers trained on 

Pressure Points Control Tactics 

by Deborah Vaoalii 

Aquatic Education Coordinator, DAWR 

Ten Conservation Enforcement Officers were certified on 

Saturday April 16th after undergoing a week-long tactical training; 

the first of its kind to be initiated to any local law enforcement 

outside of the United States under the Pressure Point Control Tactic 

(PPC h). 

The training involved the use of safety, legal, medical and tactical 

techniques, also known as methods of acceptability, that included 

handcuffing use, joint locks, Oleoresin Capsicum spray —or pepper 

spray— the collapsible baton, and identifying pressure points. 

The Officers also received use of force and courtroom training, 

which included report writing. 

The newly certified Conservation Law Enforcement Officers are: 

Kiso So’oto, Peter Eves, Sai’a Lavata’i, Mundy Ah Ching, 

Matamatafua Unutoa, Hanipale Hanipale, Leilani Simeona, 

Lydwina Allen, Desmont Isaako, and Mathew Sene. 

Instructors for the training were from the Division of 

Conservation and Enforcement of Department of Land and Natural 

Resources (DLNR) Police in Hawaii —Assistant Chief David 

Gaud, Tataipu Jr. Kolone, and Jared Redulla. 

“On behalf of the American Samoa Government, I would like to 

thank the State of Hawaii and Chairman Richard Young and Chief 

of the Department of Land & Natural Resources, Gary Moniz, for 

assisting DMWR in this training,” said Director Ufagafa Ray 

Tulafono. “It is through their kind help that we were able to have 

this training and upgrade the skills and techniques of our trainees 

to carry out their duties as conservation enforcement officers.” 

The participants would like to thank Special Agent Tulimalefo’i 

Martina Sagapolu of the NOAA Enforcement and the Director 

of Marine & Wildlife Resources Ufagafa Ray Tulafono for making 

this training a possibility. 

ASG Coral Reef Advisory Group to the Governor (CRAG) 

provided the funding for the training. 

For more informaiton, please call DMWR 633-4456 

 



Local inflation at 7.8% in first Quarter of 2005 
by Vai Filiga 

Chief Statistician 

Department of Commerce 

The Consumer Price Index (a measure of price 

changes of goods and services normally purchased by 

the community) is still at a record high in the first three 

months of 2005. The CPI overall index now registered 

at 125.0 index points resulting in an annual inflation 

rate of 7.8 percent. Compared to the last three months 

of 2004 with an annual average inflation of 8.8 percent, 

current inflation is still very much affected by the high 

cost of building materials and food commodities. 

Food Group went by almost | percent with increases 

in cost of meat products, fish, fruits and vegetables, dairy 

products, beverages and other prepared food. 

Housing Group had the highest increase of close to 

3 percent due to high cost of construction materials and 

utilities (electricity and water). 

Clothing Group slightly went up by 0.1 ofa percent. 

All clothing items including dress materials went up. 

Transportation Group dropped by 2 percent due to 

lower cost of new vehicles, vehicle maintenance and a 

drop in the cost of diesel and gasoline. 

Alcohol and Tobacco Group went up by 0.5 percent 

due to higher tobacco cost. 

Miscellaneous Group - there was no change in that 

index in the first quarter. 

Copies of the CPI Newsletter can be picked up at the 

Department of Commerce, 2nd floor —- EOB, Utulei. 

DOC ADVISORY: The 2005 Household Income and 

Expenditure Survey is currently being conducted. The 

survey questionnaire is applied to only 10 percent of 

our housing units. It covers questions on population, 

housing, income and expenditure. The enumeration 

started on April 15, 2005 and will continue for about 4 

weeks. This survey is being carried out under the 

Statistical Act ASCA Title 13, Section 21. 

New crisis counseling program approved for Olaf victims 
by Harry Stevens 

Tapuitea staff 

A new Crisis Counseling Program (CCP) for American 

Samoa was approved on March 18" to help relieve any 

grieving, stress, or mental health problems caused or 

aggravated by the disaster or its aftermath. 

CCP is implemented as a supplemental assistance program 

by FEMA to fund disaster mental health assistance and training 

activities in areas that have been declared a disaster. 

After Cyclone Olaf, President Bush declared certain areas 

of the Territory adversely affected by the cyclone, primarily 

the Manu’a islands. This initial declaration did not include 

CCP. An amendment was prepared to include CCP in the 

Individual Assistance declaration for the Territory. 

from front page 

This amendment was extraordinary because it included CCP 

for the entire Territory even though only the Manu’a islands 

suffered real physical damages. This unique type of declaration 

only happened once before during 9-11-2001 where all of New 

York was declared for CCP without physical damages to 

private homes and properties. 

The program is administered by the Office of the Governor/ 

GAR and the Territorial Emergency Management Coordinating 

Office (TEMCO), and managed by the Territory Individual 

Assistance Officer and staff. 

The program have identified the elderly and children as 

the most affected by the cyclone. 

For more information call TEMCO 699-6481 

Golf Course... 
help out by staying off the area that 

“/ 

is being worked on.’ 

Gomes says there are lots of 

holes on the greens that he is 

working as fast as he can to close 

up and they are all repairable. He 

said the golf course has a real good 

grounds crew that is willing to 

learn and work on new techniques 

of planting and maintaining the 

greens and tees. 

“To remove and relocate greens 

may take three months, and longer 

for the rest of course,” said Gomes. 

“Part of the training of the crew 

includes how to use herbicide to 

kill the weeds and we also have to 

create a sod farm that will help 

repair the greens, and once we have 

that sod farm, we can change a 

whole green overnight.” 

For Gaoteote, who left island in 

1959, it’s a matter of putting it all 

together as a crew, for the locals 

and for visitors to the Territory. 

“This is all part of Governor 

Togiola’s plan for tourism,” said 

Gaoteote. “It’s a doable plan and I 

am very happy and proud to return 

home to lend a hand. We’ve got a 

nice course here that can we can 

enjoy and be proud of it. But, first 

we need to take care of it, and 

respect it, together.” 

Gaoteote says “Ground Under 

Repair” signs with rules and 

regulations will be up by next week 

to tee-off the educational 

promotion of golf etiquette that 

will have all players assist in 

maintaining the golf course. 

“Promoting to the players how 

to take care of their golf course is 

nothing scientific,” said Gaoteote. 

‘“‘We must change the attitude of the 

golfers and encourage caring for 

the greens, the tees and the 

fairways. We need everyone’s 

support and I believe we will get 

that support because we all want 

to play on a nice course and it will 

be even nicer knowing that 

everyone pitched in to the 

maintenance of the course.” 

The golf surgeons say building 

around the greens will include 

include aprons, bibs and fringes, 

which, they know, will definitely 

spruce up the greens. 

“We’ve got a nice 
course here that we 
can enjoy and be 

proud of it. But, first 
we need to take 
care of it, and re- 
spect it, together.” 

“We’re not worry about the 

fairways right now,” said Gomes. 

“We will realign the course, move 

markers, align certain tees for the 

safety of players. Also, we’d like 

to rebuild Hole #2 to make it a par 

5 instead of a long par 4 that it is 

now. So, it will be a long and fun 

job giving the golf course a much- 

needed facelift.”   
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- HISTORICAL 
NOTES 

by Stan Sorensen 

Historian, Office of the Governor 

On April 26, 1955, Mosiula 

F. “Mosi” Tatupu, the third 

Samoan to be a member of a 

Super Bowl team, and the 

~ second Samoan to play in a 

Super Bowl (as a running back, 

No. 30, for the New England 

Patriots in Super Bowl XX on 

January 26, 1986), was born in 

Pago Pago, American Samoa 

to parents Mosiula F. Tatupu of 

Masefau and Letau Gao’upu of 
Pago Pago. 

On April 27, 1960, the 

Constitution of American 

Samoa was ratified and 

approved by 6€ delegates to 

the Constitutional Convention. 

“In| a historic open-air 

ceremony, 5,000 persons 

witnessed the signing of the 

constitution by each of the 68 

members of the convention, 

followed by the Governor [Peter 

Tali Coleman] and Secretary of 
the Interior Fred A. Seaton.” 

On April 28, 1978, a South 

Pacific Island Airways (SPIA) 

Cessna 402 airplane crashed 
into Mount Fito (elevation: 

3,608 feet), the highest peak on 

‘Upolu, Western Samoa. All ten 

people aboard were killed. A 

Royal New Zealand Air Force 

Bell UH-1D /roquois (“Huey”) 

helicopter, which was brought 

to Samoa in a RNZAF 
Lockheed C-130 Hercules 

_ transport plane, was used to 

remove the bodies, which had 

been brought to a flat area near 

‘Avele College. 

On April 29, 1899, the 
' International Conference on 

_ Control of Samoa convened in 
- Berlin, Germany. 

On April 30, 1942, the 
strength of the First Samoan 

_ Battalion, U.S. Marine Corps 
- Reserve was four officers and 

_ 373 enlisted men. 

On May 1, 1925, American 

- Samoa’s Poyer School became 
_ a boarding school, “the pupils 
-_ Of which work on the plantation, 

_ before and after school, for their 

keep.” 

On May 2, 1942, Japan’s 

_ Imperial General Headquarters 
ordered the raising of a new 

_ Army, 
commanded by Lieutenant 

_ General Horoyushi Hyakutake 

the Seventeenth, 

for operations against New 

- Caledonia, Fiji and Samoa.
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The Fono commends EOC for efficient and effective operations 

by TOHS staff 

House Committee on Public Safety 

and Homeland Security Chairman, 

Rep. Olo Ropati Atimaltala 

Tagovailoa from Tualatai County and 

Rep. Alex Jennings from Swains 

Island presented a letter of 

appreciation to the Territorial Office 

of Homeland Security (TOHS). 

Drafted and signed by Rep. 

Jennings, the appreciation letter 

acknowledged the efforts of TOHS in 

developing an efficient and effective 

EOC to support the community during 

times of crisis and the dedicated work 

of all ASG emergency response 

agencies during a recent disaster. 

_ The letter is copied to Governor 

Togiola Tulafono, Congressman 

Faleomavaega Eni, Senate President 

Lolo and Speaker McMoore. 

“lam pleased to be able to present 

this letter of appreciation on behalf of 

the constituents of Swains Island,” 

said Rep. Jennings. “I have had the 

opportunity to witness first hand the 

dedicated efforts put forth by the ASG 

emergency response community 

during the recent disaster and I can say 

with pride that TOHS in conjunction 

with the response community has put 

in place a professional and éffective 

approach to managing emergency 

response during 

times of crisis.” 

Safety and Homeland Security 

Chairman Representative Olo noted, 

“The House of Representatives is 

grateful to American Samoa’s 

emergency response community. The 

timely and effective response to both 

the Manu’a and Swains Island crisis 

is a testament to the “can do” attitude 

of our people who deserve our 

acknowledgement and sincerest 

appreciation. The House Committee 

for Safety and Homeland Security will 

continue to work closely with TOHS 

to support our emergency responders” 

said Rep. Olo. 

Territorial Homeland Security 

Advisor Leiataua B. V. Ala’ilima 

accepted the letter in a small ceremony 

at the Emergency Operations Center 

in the DPS Tafuna Sub-station 

attended by TOHS staff members. 

“Tam pleased to accept this letter 

of appreciation on behalf of Governor 

Togiola Tulafono, the staff of TOHS 

and all the ASG emergency responders 

who have supported the TOHS 

program, who have trained hard to 

enhance their response capability and 

who go into harms way to protect the 

community in times of crisis. On 

behalf of all of us, thank you for this 

letter of appreciation” stated Leiataua. 

  

Local educators attend National Education Summit in DC 
by Sualauvi Tuimaleali’ifano 

Department of Education 

“America’s high schools are 

failing to prepare too many of our 

students for work and higher 

education.” 

Those words were part of a 

report submitted at the National 

Educational Summit on high 

schools held in Washington D.C. 

in late February 2005 that was part 

of the annual National Governor’s 

Association Winter Meeting, along 

with deep concerns expressed by 

summit keynote speaker, Mr. Bill 

Gates, the wealthiest man in the 

world. 

“Our high schools were 

designed 50 years to meet the 

needs of another age, until we 

redesign them to meet the needs 

of this century, we will keep 

limiting, even ruining the lives of 

millions of Americans every year,” 

said Gates, about the details and 

data of the report. 

For American Samoa, local 

educators at the summit to hear 

the devastating report, were 

Donna Gurr, supervisor for 

Elementary Education at DOE, 

Lisa Mapu, DOE Program 

Director and Japeli Ulu, principal 

of Kanana Fou School and Evelyn 

Godinet, principal of Manumalo 

Baptist School. 

A very comprehensive plan was 

developed for all states and 

territories to implement and 

American Samoa DOE has been 

very sensitive of this existing 

national educational problem. 

“We've already started our 

response to this national problem 

by jointly designing some 

programs with ASCC such as 

College-Bound,” said Gurr. “ELI 

courses targeting will be included 

in high school, graduating 

programs, certification programs 

for teachers and many more in the 

process like the DOE-Community 

Partnership, which encouraged 

parents’ involvement in their 

children’s education.” 
  

Governor Togiola opens special session of The Fono 
by Harry Stevens 

Tapuitea staff 

A Special Session of the Twenty- 

ninth Legislature, called by Governor 

Togiola Tulafono, opened last 

Wednesday, April 20th, with the 

Governor addressing a joint session 

of the Senate and House. 

Governor Togiola told the 

lawmakers that American Samoa has 

submitted legislation to the U.S. 

Congress, through Congressman 

Faleomavaega Eni, requesting the 

extension of IRS Code-Section 936, 

to continue a special tax break to the 

two canneries for another ten years, 

or create similar tax incentives. 

“If these efforts fail, there is a 

strong possibility that both canneries 

will move their operations out of the 

Territory and it will have a devastating 

impact on our economy,” said Gov. 

Togiola. 

Governor Togiola said, therefore, 

the Territory must develop alternative 

Ways to. .prepare «fon such: <4 

development and strengthen the local 

economy. 

“The Tourism industry is one we 

should seriously consider,” the 

Governor. “However, in order to 

develop this industry, we must have 

the facilities and accommodations to 

support it. Although some private 

businesses have taken the initiative in 

building some of these needed 

facilities, our Rainmaker Hotel can 

play a major role in it.” 

Gov. Togiola said the creation of 

the American Samoa Development 

Corporation (ASDC), for locals to 

invest on island was an excellent 

concept. 

“T believe it is something that must 

be done and we should all join 
together to make it work,” said Gov. 

Togiola. “A major section of the hotel 

is being renovated and we should see 

a significant improvement in 

approximately six months.” 

The Governor said the proposed 

legislation before the Fono requests 

funds to renovate the remaining 

portion, help payoff hotel debts, and 

to refund or buy out shares of those 

shareholders who have requested to 

sell their ASDC shares. 

Other important issues discussed 

by Gov. Togiola: 

1) ASG’s share for Individual 

Assistance for the last three disasters, 

which must be paid to FEMA. Upon 

declaration of a disaster, ASG agrees 

to pay or reimburse FEMA up to 25% 

for Individual Assistance costs. The 

government’s share is due and must 

be paid or we will suffer major 

consequences should we suffer 

another disaster. 

2) Establish a commission to 

review the Territory’s political status. 

The Governor believes that prior to 

having another constitutional 

convention, we should try to 

determine or decide whether to remain 

an unincorporated and unorganized 

possession, or change our political 

status. 

3) New Hospital Board nominees. 

The Governor stated that after 

discussions with the President of the 

Senate, they both agreed that changes 

should be made. The Governor 

submitted names of new board 

nominees —Lelei Peau, Deputy 

Director of DOC; Sivia Sunia, 

Deputy Director of the Dept. of 

Health; Dr. Fred Uhrle from Leone, 

a long-time physician who practices 

in Fresco, CA; businessman Beaver 

Ho Ching of CBT; and Chuck 

Warren, Chief Financial Officer of 

GHC Reid — for the Fono’s approval. 

Appointment of two Associate 

Judges as recommended by the Chief 

Justice. The Governor submitted two 

nominees, Sa’ole Mila from the 

Eastern district and Su’apaia E. 

Pereira from the Western district, to 

fill vacancies in the Judiciary branch. 

Both selections have been accepted by 

the Chief Justice. /Both nominees 

have been confirmed.] 

In conclusion, Governor Togiola 

again thanked the Fono leaders and 

both chambers for agreeing to this 

Special Session, for their hard work 

and cooperation, and he also thanked 

Congressman Faleomavaega for all 

his efforts and hard work on behalf of 

ASG and the people of American 

Samoa.  


