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Senator:

This is a copy of the Dear Colleague
letter drafted by Senator Feingold.

Van



Q)

Wartime Treatment Study Act:
A bill establishing two commissions to review the treatment of European Americans,
European Latin Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War 11

February , 2007

Dear Colleague:

We write to encourage you to cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act of
2007, which we have re-introduced in this Congress as S. 621. This bill would establish
two commissions: one commission to study the treatment of European Americans and
European Latin Americans by our government during World War II, and a second

commission to study our treatment of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi persecution during
World War II.

The victory of America and its allies in the Second World War was a triumph for
freedom, justice, and human rights. The courage displayed by so many Americans, of all
ethnic origins, should be a source of great pride for all Americans. But, at the same time
that so many brave Americans fought for freedom in Europe and the Pacific, the U.S.
government was curtailing the freedom of people here at home.

In 1980, Congress undertook a significant and necessary investigation to
understand and acknowledge the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II.
Because of our commitment to learn from our past, our nation is now better able to
protect all Americans who seek the blessings of freedom. But it is important for
Congress to recognize the difficulties that other ethnic groups endured during this
tumultuous period.

While many Americans are aware of the internment of more than 110,000
Japanese Americans during World War II, much less is known about the U.S.
government’s designation of more than 600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 German-born
United States resident aliens and their families as “enemy aliens.” The U.S. government
subjected many unfairly to arrest, detainment, internment, and relocation. Additionally,
personal property was confiscated and travel rights were restricted for many European
Americans. Pursuant to a policy coordinated with Latin American countries, the U.S.
government also displaced many Latin Americans of European descent. In some cases,
German and Austrian Jews were deported to hostile Axis nations. Meanwhile, at our



borders, Jewish refugees who were fleeing for their lives were denied entry to the United
States. A full fact-finding of the treatment of all U.S. residents and other civilians and
Jewish refugees by the U.S. government during World War II is both fair and just, and it
will help complete the task began by Congress in 1980.

This bill has been reported favorably by the Senate Judiciary Committee three
times. It is time for it to become law. A complete and thorough review of the U.S.
government treatment of all ethnic Americans and Jewish refugees during World War 11
is long overdue. We hope you will join us in supporting the creation of two commissions
to undertake such a review.

Attached please find a summary of the Wartime Treatment Study Act and a letter
in support from the German American Internee Coalition. If you would like to cosponsor
this bill or have any questions, please let us know, or contact Lara Flint (4-5323) with
Senator Feingold’s staff.

Sincerely,



MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR INOUYE

FROM: Van

DATE: March 2, 2007

RE: Dear Colleague Letter for Senator Feingold’s Wartime Treatment
Study Act

You had agreed to be an original co-sponsor of S.621, Senator Feingold’s Wartime
Treatment Study Act of 2007, introduced on February 15, 2007. The bill requests a
total of $1.2 million to be evenly divided by two commissions, a Commission on
Wartime Treatment of European Americans, and a Commission on Wartime
Treatment of Jewish Refugees. Senator Feingold is now seeking your signature to
his Dear Colleague letter to be sent out to the Senate.

Would you like to sign Senator Feingold’s Dear Colleague letter supporting the
Wartime Treatment Study Act?

T
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

From: Doris Nye [arndoris@hawaii.rr.com]
Sent:  Tuesday, March 06, 2007 5:52 PM
To: Luong, Van (Inouye)

Subject: Gratitude for S.621

Dear Ms. Luong,

I understand that you are the person on Sen. Inouye's staff responsible for World War II-
related legislation. I wanted to write to you directly on behalf of my family who live here in
Hawaii to ask that you convey our deep felt gratitude to Sen. Inouye for cosponsoring the
Wartime Treatment Study Act. We also ask that he do all that he can to ensure that S. 621
passes as soon as possible. During WWII, my parents and older sister, US citizens of
German descent, along with many other Germans, Japanese and Italians who lived in Hawaii
at the time of Pearl Harbor, were interned at Sand Island and Camp Honouliuli. The trauma
of the experience permanently scarred our family. If you have a moment, I hope that you
will read my family story at http://www.gaic.info/real_berg.html

I am also writing to share what has been happening in the past year in Hawaii. In 2006, I
participated in the Day of Remembrance ceremony at the Univ. of Hawaii. I was invited by
the DOR committee to be one of the three speakers. For the first time in Hawaii, the story of
the German American internment was told to a large audience. Many persons were stunned,
they had never known that the German Americans, Italian Americans were interned here in
Hawaii, and just like the Japanese, had suffered the same outrageous indignities. KITV news
and the Advertiser carried the story. Interestingly, a few months before this event, I had a
somewhat contentious exchange with a well-known Advertiser reporter who made me
PROVE with documentation that Germans, including my own family, had been interned in
Hawaii. Eventually, he was convinced, but that shows you the level to which German
Americans must go to be believed.

In January of this year, I was on the Planning Committee here in Kona, for "Dark Clouds
over Paradise," a traveling exhibit consisting of panels on which are displayed pictures and
stories of the Japanese during WWII. At the opening event for the exhibit, Brian Niiha, of
the Japanese Culture Center in Honolulu and Kay Kaneko spoke of the Japanese experience
and I spoke of the German and Italian American experiences

This year, Yoshie and Jim Tanabe, very dear friends of mine, were on the committee to
organize Day of Remembrance. "Unrecht" a half hour documentary of the German
American internment here in Hawaii, by the seventeen year old Taylour Chang, a budding,
award-winning film director, was featured. I answered questions from the audience. On the
veranda, following the event, Joe Pacific Jr. (whose parents, Italian Americans, were
interned at Sand Island with my folks) joined me to respond to more questions. The support
by the Japanese community here in Hawaii in helping to bring out the injustices suffered by
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the German American and Italian Americans has been nothing short of phenomenal. Now,
with their help, the stories of the other internees are beginning to emerge.

Please express to Senator Inouye our deepest gratitude for cosponsoring the Wartime
Treatment Study Act! We fervently pray that he will do everything possible to push the bill
through to fruition. Time is definitely of the essence. Although the experience of Japanese
Americans is well-known, the experience of German Americans is not. We need S. 621 to
pass soon while the remaining internees can still testify and benefit from the healing
that government acknowledgment of their experience will bring.

Please feel free to contact me at anytime. I'd be happy to speak with you.
Sincerely,
Doris H. Nye
73-4367 A. Hulilau St.
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Phone: 808-325-1789
Fax: 808-325-1894

3/11/2007



NAnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

Wartime Treatment Study Act:
A bill establishing two commissions to review the treatment of European Americans, European
Latin Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War Il

March 8, 2007

Dear Colleague:

We write to encourage you to cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007,
which we have re-introduced in this Congress as S. 621. This bill would establish two
commissions: one commission to study the treatment of European Americans and European
Latin Americans by our government during World War II, and a second commission to study our
treatment of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi persecution during World War II.

The victory of America and its allies in the Second World War was a triumph for
freedom, justice, and human rights. The courage displayed by so many Americans, of all ethnic
origins, should be a source of great pride for all Americans. But, at the same time that so many
brave Americans fought for freedom in Europe and the Pacific, the U.S. government was
curtailing the freedom of people here at home.

In 1980, Congress undertook a significant and necessary investigation to understand and
acknowledge the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II. Because of our
commitment to learn from our past, our nation is now better able to protect all Americans who
seck the blessings of freedom. But it is important for Congress to recognize the difficulties that
other ethnic groups endured during this tumultuous period.

While many Americans are aware of the internment of more than 110,000 Japanese
Americans during World War II, much less is known about the U.S. government’s designation of
more than 600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 German-born United States resident aliens and their
families as “enemy aliens.” The U.S. government unfairly subjected many to arrest, detainment,
internment, and relocation. Additionally, personal property was confiscated and travel rights
were restricted for many European Americans. Pursuant to a policy coordinated with Latin
American countries, the U.S. government also displaced many Latin Americans of European
descent. In some cases, German and Austrian Jews were deported to hostile Axis nations.
Meanwhile, at our borders, Jewish refugees who were fleeing for their lives were denied entry to
the United States. A full fact-finding of the treatment of all U.S. residents and other civilians and
Jewish refugees by the U.S. government during World War II is both fair and just, and it will
help complete the task Congress began in 1980.



This bill has been reported favorably by the Senate Judiciary Committee three times. It is
time for it to become law. A complete and thorough review of the U.S. government treatment of
all ethnic Americans and Jewish refugees during World War II is long overdue. We hope you
will join us in supporting the creation of two commissions to undertake such a review.

Attached please find a summary of the Wartime Treatment Study Act and letters in

support from the German American Internee Coalition and the National Italian American
Council. If you would like to cosponsor this bill or have any questions, please let us know, or

contact Lara Flint (4-5323) with Senator Feingold’s staff.

Russell D. Feingold Charles E. Grassley

Eé ém& 9;:@1%\

Sincerely,




WARTIME TREATMENT STUDY ACT
[Feingold, Grassley, Kennedy, Lieberman, Inouye]

The bill establishes two fact-finding commissions to review U.S. conduct during World War II:
(1) the Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans; and (2) the Commission on
Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees.

Findings

During World War II, the U.S. government designated more than 600,000 Italian-born and
300,000 German-born United States resident aliens and their families as “enemy aliens,”
restricting their travel, personal property rights and requiring them to carry certificates of
identification. Thousands of persons of German, Italian and Eastern European ancestry were
unfairly arrested, interned, detained, relocated, or deported.

Pursuant to a policy coordinated with Latin American countries, many European Latin
Americans, including German and Austrian Jews, were transferred to the U.S. and interned.
Many were later deported to hostile Axis nations in exchange for Americans and Latin
Americans held in those nations.

Prior to and during World War II, the United States restricted the entry of Jewish refugees who
were fleeing persecution or genocide and sought safety in the United States. During the 1930's
and 1940's, U.S. government policies affected the number of Jewish refugees, particularly those
from Germany and Austria, who could gain admittance to the United States.

Congress has previously reviewed the U.S. government’s treatment of Japanese Americans
during World War II through the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians. It has not yet undertaken an independent review of the treatment of German
Americans and [talian Americans and of Jewish refugees.

Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans

L

Membership: The 7-member Commission will be composed of 3 members appointed by the
President, 2 by the Speaker of the House in consultation with the minority leader, and 2 by the
majority leader of the Senate in consultation with the minority leader.

Duties: The Commission will review the U.S. government’s treatment of European Americans
and European Latin Americans during World War II. This review will include an assessment of
the underlying rationale for the U.S. government’s actions and recommendations for how civil
liberties can be protected during wartime in the future.

Report: The Commission shall submit a written report of its findings and recommendations to
Congress no later than 18 months after the date of the Commission’s first meeting.

Commission on Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees

Membership: The 7-member Commission will be composed of 3 members appointed by the
President, 2 by the Speaker of the House in consultation with the minority leader, and 2 by the
majority leader of the Senate in consultation with the minority leader.

Duties: The Commission will review the U.S. government’s treatment of Jewish and other
refugees fleeing Nazi persecution or genocide during World War I, and will include an
assessment of the underlying rationale for the U.S. government’s actions and recommendations
for how people fleeing persecution or genocide in the future can better obtain refuge in the
United States.

Report: The Commission shall submit a written report of its findings and recommendations to
Congress no later than 18 months after the date of the Commission’s first meeting.



GERMAN AMERICAN

lpdersee Conlits

P.O. Box 714, New London, NH 03257-0714

March 7, 2007

Re: Cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act—S. 621
Dear Senator,

On behalf of former United States and Latin American civilians of German ethnicity interned by the US gov-
ernment during World War ll, we urge you to cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act.

Most know of the Japanese American World War ll experience. Few know that during World War l, at least
300,000 legal resident German aliens were stripped of their civil liberties and faced travet and personal
property restrictions. Tens of thousands were forced to abandon their homes in hastily established prohib-
ited zones. Lives were permanently, unnecessarily disrupted. Thousands were arrested, given cursory, in-
adequate hearings and interned in Department of Justice camps {(distinct from Wartime Relocation Author-
ity camps). Many were later joined by their wives and children {primarily US- or Latin American-bom).
Additionally, pursuant to agreements between eighteen Latin American nations and the US, aver 4,050
Latin American Germans and their families were forcibly deported from their homes and interned in the
US. Among them were Jews who had fled oppression in Germany.

Many intemees remained in the Department of Justice camps for years. Hundreds were held at Ellis Island
long after the war was over. The last intemee was not released until 1948. At least 2600 German intern-
ees, including their American- and Latin American-born children, were exchanged for persons held in war-
torn Germany. It is difficult to convey how these people suffered and how desperately they want one
thing. They want the Wartime Treatment Study Act to pass. They want Congress to acknowledge that Ger-
man Americans and Latin Americans were interned. So many have already died and those remaining, the
witnesses, are very elderly. Their suffering is what this bill is about; years of life wasted in camps, unde-
served shame, lost homes and careers, destroyed families and lives, even mental illness. :

The Wartime Treatment Study Act deserves your support. It would establish the first independent commis-
sion to review other, little known aspects of the US government’s internment policies, and investigate US
treatment of Jews seeking asylum here during Worid War Il. As a coalition of former internees and their
families, we know the pain that these government policies inflicted. We want our country to acknowledge
all civilian detention and internment programs, look at their intent, and evaluate their consequences care-
fully. Those interned have waited long enough. Please cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act.

Very truty yours,

L 5 elad

Karen E. Ebel

The following organizations also endorse this effort: German American National Congress (DANK) (28 chapters & 47 as-
sociated groups nationwide), United German-American Committee (chapters nationwide), Steuben Society of America
{30 units nationwide), Associated German Socleties of New England (17 groups), California Ethnic Leadership Councit,
Campaign for Justice, Donauschwaben USA (14 groups), Enemy Alien Files Exhibit Consortiom, American ltatian Histori-
calt Assoclation—Westem Regionat Chapter, Federation of German American Societies of Cleveland (18 groups), Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, Dallas Alpine Dancers, German American Business Association, German American Club of Dal-
las, German American Association (TX), German American Education Fund, German American Societies of Mitwaukee
(42 groups), German Heritage Society of Washington, DC, German Society of indiana, German Soclety of Maryland, -
German World Alliance, Institute for German-American Relations, Japanese Peruvian Oral History Project, National
Japanese American Historical Society, Nordamerikanischer Saengerbund (40 affiliated cholrs), Santa Cruz County De-
mocratic Centrat Committee, Santa Crnz-Watsonville Chapter-JACL, Santa Crnuz Chapter--ACLU, Texas Gerrnan Day
Council, TRACES Center for History and Culture, Tricentenndal Foundation, United German American Society of Florida
(34 groups), United German American Societies of San Francisco and Vicinity (18 groups).

www.gaic.info
email: info@agaic.info




National italian American Council
P.O. Box 603, Lombard, Ii. 80148
Ph: (630) 415 - 1817 / Fax: {630) 706- 9225

Email: Info@niacusa.com
Weh site:  www.niacusa.com

March 07th, 2007

Honorable Russell Fiengold
Senator, Wisconsin
Washington D.C.

Dear Senator Fiengold:

On behalf of the Italian American community | Wish to offer support regarding legislation
5621 - WarTime Treatment Study Act. This legislation will benefit the Italian American
community at large. $621 shall provide the necessary study required to unearth .
important facts surrounding the treatment of Italian Americans during World War II.

Thanking you in advance for all your efforts and attention regarding this matter.

cc: File


mailto:lnfo@niacusa.com
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

Wartime Treatment Study Act:
A bill establishing two commissions to review the treatment of European Americans, European
Latin Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War 11

March 8, 2007

Dear Colleague:

We write to encourage you to cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007,
which we have re-introduced in this Congress as S. 621. This bill would establish two
commissions: one commission to study the treatment of European Americans and European
Latin Americans by our government during World War II, and a second commission to study our
treatment of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi persecution during World War II.

The victory of America and its allies in the Second World War was a triumph for
freedom, justice, and human rights. The courage displayed by so many Americans, of all ethnic
origins, should be a source of great pride for all Americans. But, at the same time that so many
brave Americans fought for freedom in Europe and the Pacific, the U.S. government was
curtailing the freedom of people here at home.

In 1980, Congress undertook a significant and necessary investigation to understand and
acknowledge the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II. Because of our
commitment to learn from our past, our nation is now better able to protect all Americans who
seek the blessings of freedom. But it is important for Congress to recognize the difficulties that
other ethnic groups endured during this tumultuous period.

While many Americans are aware of the internment of more than 110,000 Japanese
Americans during World War II, much less is known about the U.S. government’s designation of
more than 600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 German-born United States resident aliens and their
families as “enemy aliens.” The U.S. government unfairly subjected many to arrest, detainment,
internment, and relocation. Additionally, personal property was confiscated and travel rights
were restricted for many European Americans. - Pursuant to a policy coordinated with Latin
American countries, the U.S. government also displaced many Latin Americans of European
descent. In some cases, German and Austrian Jews were deported to hostile Axis nations.
Meanwhile, at our borders, Jewish refugees who were fleeing for their lives were denied entry to
the United States. A full fact-finding of the treatment of all U.S. residents and other civilians and
Jewish refugees by the U.S. government during World War II is both fair and just, and it will
help complete the task Congress began in 1980.



This bill has been reported favorably by the Senate Judiciary Committee three times. It is
time for it to become law. A complete and thorough review of the U.S. government treatment of
all ethnic Americans and Jewish refugees during World War II is long overdue. We hope you
will join us in supporting the creation of two commissions to undertake such a review.

Attached please find a summary of the Wartime Treatment Study Act and letters in
support from the German American Internee Coalition and the National Italian American
Council. If you would like to cosponsor this bill or have any questions, please let us know, or
contact Lara Flint (4-5323) with Senator Feingold’s staff.

Hne Feingdlll

Russell D. Feingold Charles E. Grassley

L ]
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Sincerely,




WARTIME TREATMENT STUDY ACT
[Feingold, Grassley, Kennedy, Lieberman, Inouye]

The bill establishes two fact-finding commissions to review U.S. conduct during World War II:
(1) the Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans; and (2) the Commission on
Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees.

Findings

During World War II, the U.S. government designated more than 600,000 Italian-born and
300,000 German-born United States resident aliens and their families as “enemy aliens,”
restricting their travel, personal property rights and requiring them to carry certificates of
identification. Thousands of persons of German, Italian and Eastern European ancestry were
unfairly arrested, interned, detained, relocated, or deported.

Pursuant to a policy coordinated with Latin American countries, many European Latin
Americans, including German and Austrian Jews, were transferred to the U.S. and interned.
Many were later deported to hostile Axis nations in exchange for Americans and Latin
Americans held in those nations.

Prior to and during World War I, the United States restricted the entry of Jewish refugees who
were fleeing persecution or genocide and sought safety in the United States. During the 1930's
and 1940's, U.S. government policies affected the number of Jewish refugees, particularly those
from Germany and Austria, who could gain admittance to the United States.

Congress has previously reviewed the U.S. government’s treatment of Japanese Americans
during World War II through the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians. It has not yet undertaken an independent review of the treatment of German
Americans and Italian Americans and of Jewish refugees.

Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans

Membership: The 7-member Commission will be composed of 3 members appointed by the
President, 2 by the Speaker of the House in consultation with the minority leader, and 2 by the
majority leader of the Senate in consultation with the minority leader.

Duties: The Commission will review the U.S. government’s treatment of European Americans
and European Latin Americans during World War II. This review will include an assessment of
the underlying rationale for the U.S. government’s actions and recommendations for how civil
liberties can be protected during wartime in the future.

Report: The Commission shall submit a written report of its findings and recommendations to
Congress no later than 18 months after the date of the Commission’s first meeting.

Commission on Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees

Membership: The 7-member Commission will be composed of 3 members appointed by the
President, 2 by the Speaker of the House in consultation with the minority leader, and 2 by the
majority leader of the Senate in consultation with the minority leader.

Duties: The Commission will review the U.S. government’s treatment of Jewish and other
refugees fleeing Nazi persecution or genocide during World War II, and will include an
assessment of the underlying rationale for the U.S. government’s actions and recommendations
for how people fleeing persecution or genocide in the future can better obtain refuge in the
United States.

Report: The Commission shall submit a written report of its findings and recommendations to
Congress no later than 18 months after the date of the Commission’s first meeting.



GERMAN AMERICAN

[1tersee Coslition

www.gaic.info

P.O. Box 714, New London, NH 03257-0714 email: info@gaic.info

March 7, 2007

Re: Cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act—S. 621

Dear Senator,

On behalf of former United States and Latin American civilians of German ethnicity interned by the US gov-
ernment during World War li, we urge you to cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act.

Most know of the Japanese American World War Hl experience. Few know that during World War |l, at least
300,000 tegal resident German aliens were stripped of their civil liberties and faced travel and personal
property restrictions. Tens of thousands were forced to abandon their homes in hastily established prohib-
ited zones. Lives were permanently, unnecessarily disrupted. Thousands were arrested, given cursory, in-
adequate hearings and interned in Department of Justice camps (distinct from Wartime Relocation Author-
ity camps). Many were later joined by their wives and children (primarily US- or Latin American-born).
Additionally, pursuant to agreements between eighteen Latin American nations and the US, over 4,050
Latin American Germans and their families were forcibly deported from their homes and interned in the
US. Among them were Jews who had fled oppression in Germany.

Many internees remained in the Department of Justice camps for years. Hundreds were held at Ellis istand
long after the war was over. The last intemee was not released until 1948. At least 2600 German intern-
ees, including their American- and Latin American-born children, were exchanged for persons held in war-
torn Germany. It is difficult to convey how these people suffered and how desperately they want one
thing. They want the Wartime Treatment Study Act to pass. They want Congress to acknowledge that Ger-
man Americans and Latin Americans were interned. S0 many have already died and those remaining, the
witnesses, are very elderly. Their suffering is what this bill is about: years of life wasted in camps, unde-
served shame, lost homes and careers, destroyed families and lives, even mental illness.

The Wartime Treatment Study Act deserves your support. It would establish the first independent commis-
sion to review other, little known aspects of the US government’s internment policies, and investigate US
treatment of Jews seeking asylum here during World War li. As a coalition of former internees and their
families, we know the pain that these government policies inflicted. We want our country to acknowledge
all civilian detention and internment programs, look at their intent, and evaluate their consequences care-
fully. Those intermned have waited long enough. Please cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act.

Very truly yours,

ISP I

Karen E. Ebel

The following organizations also endorse this effort: German American National Congress (DANK) (28 chapters & 47 as-
sociated groups nationwide), United German-American Committee (chapters nationwide), Steuben Society of America
(30 units nationwide), Associated German Societies of New England (17 groups), California Ethnic Leadership Council,
Campaign for Justice, Donauschwaben USA (14 groups), Enemy Alien Files Exhibit Consortium, American ltalian Histori-
cal Association—Westemn Regional Chapter, Federation of German American Societies of Cleveland (18 groups), Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, Dallas Alpine Dancers, German American Business Association, German American Club of Dal-
las, German American Association (TX), German American Education Fund, German American Societies of Milwaukee
{42 groups), German Heritage Society of Washington, DC, German Soclety of indiana, German Society of Maryland, -
German World Alliance, Institute for German-American Relations, Japanese Peruvian Oral History Project, National
Japanese American Historical Society, Nordamerikanischer Saengerbund (40 affiliated choirs), Santa Cruz County De-
mocratic Central Committee, Santa Cruz-Watsonville Chapter-JACL, Santa Cruz Chapter--ACLU, Texas German Day
Council, TRACES Center for History and Culture, Tricentennial Foundation, United German American Society of Florida
(34 groups), United German American Societies of San Francisco and Vicinity (18 groups).




NIAC

National italian American Council

P.O. Box 603, Lombard, II. 80148 ’

Ph: (630) 415 - 1817 / Fax: (630) 705- 9226 ‘
Email: Info@niacusa.com

Web site: www.niacusa.com

March 07th, 2007

Honorable Russell Fiengold
Senator, Wisconsin
Washington D.C.

Dear Senator Fiengold:

On behalf of the Italian American community | \)vish to offer support regarding legislation
S621 - WarTime Treatment Study Act. This legislation will benefit the Italian American
community at large, $621 shall provide the necessary study required to unearth .
important facts surrounding the treatment of ltalian Americans during World War Il

Thanking you in advance for all your efforts and attention regarding this matter.

cc: File ;
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MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR INOUYE

FROM: Van

DATE: February 13, 2007

RE: Original co-sponsorship of the Wartime Treatment Study Act

Senator Feingold is seeking your original co-sponsorship of the Wartime Treatment
Study Act (WTSA). The bill requests a total of $1.2 million to be evenly divided by
two commissions, a Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans,
and a Commission on Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees.

The WTSA bill is conceptually patterned after the Japanese American Commission
Bill that you had passed in the 1980’s, and the bill is structurally similar to the
Japanese Latin American Commission Bill (JLA) that you introduced on January
24,2007. Non-Hawaii persons have raised the question of why the JLA bill does not
include Germans, Italians, and Jews.

You had co-sponsored Senator Feingold’s bill in the 109th Congress. A few minor
and technical changes have been made to the bill in response to the German and
Italian communities, and in response to the concerns raised by Senator Sessions in
the 109th Congress. The WTSA bill has come across numerous difficulties, namely
from Senator Sessions, who had put holds on the bill in the past.

I have attached a copy of the bill for your review. Would you like to be an original
co-sponsor of Senator Feingold’s bill establishing commaissions for European
American and Jewish internees?

X
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110TH CONGRESS
18T SESSION S.

To establish commissions to review the facts and circumstances surrounding
injustices suffered by European Americans, European Liatin Americans,
and Jewish refugees during World War I1.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

introduced the following bill; which was read twice
and referred to the Committee on

A BILL

To establish commissions to review the facts and cir-
cumstances surrounding injustices suffered by European
Americans, European Latin Americans, and Jewish refu-
gees during World War II.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Wartime Treatment
5 Study Act”.

6 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

7 Congress makes the following findings:
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2
(1) During World War II, the United States

Government deemed as ‘“‘enemy aliens” more than
600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 German-born
United States resident aliens and their families and
required them to carry Certificates of Identification
and limited their travel and personal property rights.
At that time, these groups were the 2 largest for-
eign-born groups in the United States.

(2) During World War II, the United States
Government arrested, interned, or otherwise de-
tained thousands of European Americans, some re-
maining in custody for years after cessation of
World War II hostilities, and repatriated, exchanged,
or deported European Americans, including Amer-
ican-born children, to European Axis nations, many
to be exchanged for Americans held in those nations.

(3) Pursuant to a policy coordinated by the
United States with Latin American nations, many
European Latin Americans, including German and
Austrian Jews, were arrested, brought to the United
States, and interned. Many were later expatriated,
repatriated, or deported to European Axis nations
during World War II, many to be exchanged for
Americans and Latin Americans held in those na-

tions.
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(4) Millions of European Americans served in
the armed forces and thousands sacrificed their lives
in defense of the United States.

(5) The wartime policies of the United States
Government were devastating to the Italian Amer-
ican and German American communities, individ-
uals, and their families. The detrimental effects are
still being experienced.

(6) Prior to and during World War II, the
United States restricted the entry of Jewish refugees
who were fleeing persecution and sought safety in
the United States. During the 1930’s and 1940’s,
the quota system, immigration regulations, visa re-
quirements, and the time required to process visa
applications affected the number of Jewish refugees,
particularly those from Germany and Austria, who
could gain admittance to the United States.

(7) The United States Government should con-
duct an independent review to fully assess and ac-
knowledge these actions. Congress has previously re-
viewed the United States Government’s wartime
treatment of Japanese Americans through the Com-
mission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians. An independent review of the treatment of

German Americans and Italian Americans and of
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Jewish refugees fleeing persecution and genocide has
not yet been undertaken.

(8) Time is of the essence for the establishment
of commissions, because of the increasing danger of
destruction and loss of relevant documents, the ad-
vanced age of potential witnesses and, most impor-
tantly, the advanced age of those affected by the
United States Government’s policies. Many who suf-
fered have already passed away and will never know
of this effort.

3. DEFINITIONS.
In this Aect:

(1) DURING WORLD WAR II.—The term ‘“‘during
World War 11”7 refers to the period between Sep-
tember 1, 1939, through December 31, 1948.

(2) EUROPEAN AMERICANS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘“‘European
Americans” refers to United States citizens and
resident aliens of Kuropean ancestry, including
Italian Americans, German Americans, Hun-
garian Americans, Romanian Americans, and
Bulgarian Americans.

(B) ITALIAN AMERICANS.—The term
“Italian Americans’” refers to United States

citizens and resident aliens of Italian ancestry.
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(C) GERMAN AMERICANS.—The term
“Gterman Americans” refers to United States
citizens and resident aliens of German ancestry.
(3) EUROPEAN LATIN AMERICANS.—The term

“European Latin Americans” refers to persons of
European ancestry, including Italian or German an-
cestry, residing in a Latin American nation during
World War 11
(4) LATIN AMERICAN NATION.—The term
“Latin American nation” refers to any nation in
Central America, South America, or the Carribean.
TITLE I—COMMISSION ON WAR-
TIME TREATMENT OF EURO-
PEAN AMERICANS

SEC. 101. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION ON WARTIME
TREATMENT OF EUROPEAN AMERICANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established the Commis-
sion on Wartime Treatment of European Americans (re-
ferred to in this title as the ‘“European American Commis-
sion’’).

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The European American Com-
mission shall be composed of 7 members, who shall be ap-
pointed not later than 90 days after the date of enactment

of this Act as follows:
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(1) Three members shall be appointed by the

President.

(2) Two members shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, in con-
sultation with the minority leader.

(3) Two members shall be appointed by the ma-
jority leader of the Senate, in consultation with the
minority leader.

(¢) TERMS.—The term of office for members shall be
for the life of the European American Commission. A va-
cancy in the European American Commission shall not af-
fect its powers, and shall be filled in the same manner
in which the original appointment was made.

(d) REPRESENTATION.—The European American
Commission shall include 2 members representing the in-
terests of Italian Americans and 2 members representing
the interests of German Americans.

(e) MEETINGS.—The President shall call the first
meeting of the European American Commission not later
than 120 days after the date of enactment of this Act.

(f) QUORUM.—Four members of the European Amer-
ican Commission shall constitute a quorum, but a lesser
number may hold hearings.

(g) CHAIRMAN.—The European American Commis-

sion shall elect a Chairman and Viee Chairman from
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among its members. The term of office of each shall be
for the life of the European American Commission.

(h) COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Members of the Kuropean
American Commission shall serve without pay.

(2) REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES.—AIl mem-
bers of the European American Commission shall be
reimbursed for reasonable travel and subsistence,
and other reasonable and necessary expenses in-
curred by them in the performance of their duties.

SEC. 102. DUTIES OF THE EUROPEAN AMERICAN COMMIS-
SION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—It shall be the duty of the Euro-
pean American Commission to review the United States
Government’s wartime treatment of European Americans
and Kuropean Latin Americans as provided in subsection
(b).

(b) ScorPE OF REVIEW.—The European American
Commission’s review shall include the following:

(1) A comprehensive review of the facts and ecir-
cumstances surrounding United States Government
actions during World War II with respect to Euro-
pean Americans and European Latin Americans
pursuant to the Alien Enemies Acts (50 U.S.C. 21
et seq.), Presidential Proclamations 2526, 2527,
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2655, 2662, and 2685, Executive Orders 9066 and

9095, and any directive of the United States Gov-
ernment pursuant to such law, proclamations, or ex-
ecutive orders respecting the registration, arrest, ex-
clusion, internment, exchange, or deportation of Eu-
ropean Americans and European Latin Americans.
This review shall include an assessment of the un-
derlying rationale of the United States Government’s
decision to develop related programs and policies,
the information the United States Government re-
ceived or acquired suggesting the related programs
and policies were necessary, the perceived benefit of
enacting such programs and policies, and the imme-
diate and long-term impact of such programs and
policies on KEuropean Americans and European
Latin Americans and their communities.

(2) A comprehensive review of United States
Government action during World War II with re-
spect to European Americans and European Latin
Americans pursuant to the Alien Enemies Acts (50
U.S.C. 21 et seq.), Presidential Proclamations 2526,
2527, 2655, 2662, and 2685, KExecutive Orders
9066 and 9095, and any directive of the United
States Government pursuant to such law, proclama-

tions, or executive orders, including registration re-
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quirements, travel and property restrictions, estab-
lishment of restricted areas, raids, arrests, intern-
ment, exclusion, policies relating to the families and
property that excludees and internees were forced to
abandon, internee employment by American compa-
nies (including a list of such companies and the
terms and type of employment), exchange, repatri-
ation, and deportation, and the immediate and long-
term effect of such actions, particularly internment,
on the lives of those affected. This review shall in-
clude a list of—

(A) all temporary detention and long-term
internment facilities in the United States and
Latin American nations that were used to de-
tain or intern European Americans and Euro-
pean Latin Americans during World War II (in
this paragraph referred to as “World War II
detention facilities’);

(B) the names of European Americans and
European Latin Americans who died while in
World War II detention facilities and where
they were buried;

(C) the names of children of European

Americans and European Latin Americans who
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were born in World War II detention faecilities
and where they were born; and
(D) the nations from which European

Latin Americans were brought to the United

States, the ships that transported them to the

United States and their departure and disem-

barkation ports, the locations where Kuropean

Americans and European Latin Americans were

exchanged for persons held in European Axis

nations, and the ships that transported them to

Europe and their departure and disembarkation

ports.

(3) A brief review of the participation by Euro-
pean Americans in the United States Armed Forces
including the participation of European Americans
whose families were excluded, interned, repatriated,
or exchanged.

(4) A recommendation of appropriate remedies,
including how ecivil liberties can be protected during
war, or an actual, attempted, or threatened invasion
or incursion, an assessment of the continued viabil-
ity of the Alien Enemies Acts (50 U.S.C. 21 et seq.),
and public education programs related to the United

States Government’s wartime treatment of European
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Americans and European Latin Americans during

World War II.

(¢) FieLD HEARINGS.—The European American
Commission shall hold public hearings in such cities of the
United States as it deems appropriate.

(d) REPORT.—The European American Commission
shall submit a written report of its findings and reec-
ommendations to Congress not later than 18 months after
the date of the first meeting called pursuant to section
101(e).

SEC. 103. POWERS OF THE EUROPEAN AMERICAN COMMIS-
SION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The European American Commis-
sion or, on the authorization of the Commission, any sub-
committee or member thereof, may, for the purpose of car-
rying out the provisions of this title, hold such hearings
and sit and act at such times and places, and request the
attendance and testimony of such witnesses and the pro-
duction of such books, records, correspondence, memo-
randum, papers, and documents as the Commission or
such subcommittee or member may deem advisable. The
European American Commission may request the Attor-
ney General to invoke the aid of an appropriate United
States district court to require, by subpoena or otherwise,

such attendance, testimony, or production.
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(b) GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND COOPERA-
TION.—The European American Commission may acquire
directly from the head of any department, agency, inde-
pendent instrumentality, or other authority of the execu-
tive branch of the Government, available information that
the European American Commission considers useful in
the discharge of its duties. All departments, agencies, and
independent instrumentalities, or other authorities of the
executive branch of the Government shall cooperate with
the European American Commission and furnish all infor-
mation requested by the European American Commission
to the extent permitted by law, including information col-
lected under the Commission on Wartime and Internment
of Civilians Act (Public Law 96-317; 50 U.S.C. App.
1981 note) and the Wartime Violation of Italian Ameri-
cans Civil Liaberties Act (Public Law 106-451; 50 U.S.C.
App. 1981 note). For purposes of section 552a(b)(9) of
title 5, United States Code (commonly known as the ‘“Pri-
vacy Act of 1974”), the European American Commission
shall be deemed to be a committee of jurisdiction.

SEC. 104. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

The European American Commission is authorized
to—

(1) appoint and fix the compensation of such

personnel as may be necessary, without regard to
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the provisions of title 5, United States Code, gov-

erning appointments in the competitive service, and
without regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and
subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating to
classification and General Schedule pay rates, except
that the eompensation of any employee of the Com-
mission may not exceed a rate equivalent to the rate
payable under GS-15 of the General Schedule under
section 5332 of such title;

(2) obtain the services of experts and consult-
ants in accordance with the provisions of section
3109 of such title;

(3) obtain the detail of any Federal Govern-
ment employee, and such detail shall be without re-
imbursement or interruption or loss of civil service
status or privilege;

(4) enter into agreements with the Adminis-
trator of General Services for procurement of neec-
essary financial and administrative services, for
which payment shall be made by reimbursement
from funds of the Commission in such amounts as
may be agreed upon by the Chairman of the Com-
mission and the Administrator;

(5) procure supplies, services, and property by

contract in accordance with applicable laws and reg-
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ulations and to the extent or in such amounts as are
provided in appropriation Aects; and
(6) enter into contracts with Federal or State
agencies, private firms, institutions, and agencies for
the conduct of research or surveys, the preparation
of reports, and other activities necessary to the dis-
charge of the duties of the Commission, to the ex-
tent or in such amounts as are provided in appro-
priation Acts.
SEC. 105. FUNDING.

Of the amounts authorized to be appropriated to the
Department of Justice, $600,000 shall be available to
carry out this title.

SEC. 106. SUNSET.
The European American Commission shall terminate

60 days after it submits its report to Congress.

TITLE II—COMMISSION ON WAR-
TIME TREATMENT OF JEWISH
REFUGEES

SEC. 201. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION ON WARTIME
TREATMENT OF JEWISH REFUGEES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established the Commis-

sion on Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees (referred

to in this title as the “Jewish Refugee Commission”).
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1 (b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Jewish Refugee Commission
2 shall be composed of 7 members, who shall be appointed
3 not later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this
4 Act as follows:

5 (1) Three members shall be appointed by the
6 President.

7 (2) Two members shall be appointed by the
8 Speaker of the House of Representatives, in con-
9

sultation with the minority leader.

10 (3) Two members shall be appointed by the ma-
11 jority leader of the Senate, in consultation with the
12 minority leader.

13 (¢) TERMS.—The term of office for members shall be

14 for the lifc of the Jewish Refugee Commission. A vacancy
15 in the Jewish Refugee Commission shall not affect its pow-
16 ers, and shall be filled in the same manner in which the
17 original appointment was made.

18 (d) REPRESENTATION.—The Jewish Refugee Com-
19 mission shall include 2 members representing the interests
20 of Jewish refugees.

21 (e) MEETINGS.—The President shall call the first
22 meeting of the Jewish Refugee Commission not later than

23 120 days after the date of enactment of this Aect.
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(f) QUORUM.—Four members of the Jewish Refugee
Commission shall constitute a quorum, but a lesser num-
ber may hold hearings.

(g) CHAIRMAN.—The Jewish Refugee Commission
shall elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman from among
its members. The term of office of each shall be for the
life of the Jewish Refugee Commission.

(h) COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Members of the Jewish Ref-
ugee Commission shall serve without pay.

(2) REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES.—AIl mem-
bers of the Jewish Refugee Commission shall be re-
imbursed for reasonable travel and subsistence, and
other reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by
them in the performance of their duties.

SEC. 202. DUTIES OF THE JEWISH REFUGEE COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—It shall be the duty of the Jewish
Refugee Commission to review the United States Govern-
ment’s refusal to allow Jewish and other refugees fleeing
persecution in Europe entry to the United States as pro-
vided in subsection (b).

(b) ScorE OF REVIEW.—The Jewish Refugee Com-
mission’s review shall cover the period between January
1, 1933, through December 31, 1945, and shall include,

to the greatest extent practicable, the following:
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(1) A review of the United States Government’s
decision to deny Jewish and other refugees fleeing
persecution and genocide entry to the United States,
including a review of the underlying rationale of the
United States Government’s decision to refuse the
Jewish and other refugees entry, the information the
United States Government received or aequired sug-
gesting such refusal was necessary, the perceived
benefit of such refusal, and the impact of such re-
fusal on the refugees.

(2) A review of Federal refugee policy relating
to those fleeing persecution or genocide, including
recommendations for making it easier for future vic-
tims of persecution or genocide to obtain refuge in
the United States.

(¢) F1IELD HEARINGS.—The Jewish Refugee Com-
mission shall hold public hearings in such cities of the
United States as it deems appropriate.

(d) REPORT.—The Jewish Refugee Commission shall
submit a written report of its findings and recommenda-
tions to Congress not later than 18 months after the date
of the first meeting called pursuant to section 201(e).

SEC. 203. POWERS OF THE JEWISH REFUGEE COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Jewish Refugee Commission

or, on the authorization of the Commission, any sub-
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committee or member thereof, may, for the purpose of car-
rying out the provisions of this title, hold such hearings
and sit and act at such times and places, and request the
attendance and testimony of such witnesses and the pro-
duction of such books, records, correspondence, memo-
randum, papers, and documents as the Commission or
such subcommittee or member may deem advisable. The
Jewish Refugee Commission may request the Attorney
General to invoke the aid of an appropriate United States
district court to require, by subpoena or otherwise, such
attendance, testimony, or production.

(b) GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND COOPERA-
TION.—The Jewish Refugee Commission may acquire di-
rectly from the head of any department, agency, inde-
pendent instrumentality, or other authority of the execu-
tive branch of the Government, available information that
the Jewish Refugee Commission considers useful in the
discharge of its duties. All departments, agencies, and
independent instrumentalities, or other authorities of the
executive branch of the Government shall cooperate with
the Jewish Refugee Commission and furnish all informa-
tion requested by the Jewish Refugee Commission to the
extent permitted by law, including information collected
as a result of the Commission on Wartime and Internment

of Civihans Act (Public Law 96-317; 50 U.S.C. App.
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1981 note) and the Wartime Violation of Italian Ameri-

cans Civil Liberties Act (Public Law 106-451; 50 U.S.C.
App. 1981 note). For purposes of section 552a(b)(9) of
title 5, United States Code (commonly known as the “Pri-
vacy Act of 1974”’), the Jewish Refugee Commission shall
be deemed to be a committee of jurisdiction.
SEC. 204. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

The Jewish Refugee Commission is authorized to—

(1) appoint and fix the compensation of such
personnel as may be necessary, without regard to
the provisions of title 5, United States Code, gov-
erning appointments in the ecompetitive service, and
without regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and
subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating to
classification and General Schedule pay rates, except
that the ecompensation of any employee of the Com-
mission may not exceed a rate equivalent to the rate
payable under GS-15 of the General Schedule under
section 5332 of such title;

(2) obtain the services of experts and consult-
ants in accordance with the provisions of section
3109 of such title;

(3) obtain the detail of any Federal Govern-

ment employee, and such detail shall be without re-
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imbursement or interruption or loss of civil service
status or privilege;

(4) enter into agreements with the Adminis-
trator of General Services for procurement of nec-
essary financial and administrative services, for
which payment shall be made by reimbursement
from funds of the Commission in such amounts as
may be agreed upon by the Chairman of the Com-
mission and the Administrator;

(5) procure supplies, services, and property by
contract in accordance with applicable laws and reg-
ulations and to the extent or in such amounts as are
provided in appropriation Acts; and

(6) enter into contracts with Federal or State
agencies, private firms, institutions, and agencies for
the conduet of research or surveys, the preparation
of reports, and other activities necessary to the dis-
charge of the duties of the Commission, to the ex-
tent or in such amounts as are provided in appro-

priation Acts.

SEC. 205. FUNDING.

Of the amounts authorized to be appropriated to the

23 Department of Justice, $600,000 shall be available to

24 carry out this title.
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2 The Jewish Refugee Commission shall terminate 60

3 days after it submits its report to Congress.
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Luong, Van (Inouye)

From: Flint, Lara (Judiciary-Dem) [Lara_Flint@Judiciary-dem.senate.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 9:14 AM
To: Luong, Van (Inouye)
Subject: Wartime Treatment Study Act

Attachments: bill 110th 2-8-07.pdf, WTSA Dear Colleague 110th-final.doc

Van,

Good to talk to you, and I'm glad you're feeling better. Senator Feingold is planning to reintroduce the
Wartime Treatment Study Act on Thursday or Friday (depending on whether the Senate is in session on
Friday) to coincide with the 65th anniversary of Roosevelt signing the Executive Order that led to the WWII
internments (which as I'm sure you know is February 19). He appreciates the support of Senator Inouye in
the past and hopes he will agree to cosponsor the bill again this year.

We have made a few changes to the bill, some in response to requests from the German American
Committee (the main coalition pushing the bill), and some in response to concerns raised by Senator
Sessions, who had a hold on the bill in the past. Most changes are minor and/or technical, but a description
is pasted below. | am attaching the Leg Counsel version, and am happy to share a redline version of the bill
if you need it. Please keep this confidential for now. The changes do not address all of the concerns raised
by Sessions, but | am hopeful we will be able to get the bill enacted this year one way or another.

I'm also attaching a Dear Colleague that we hope to send out later in February after the bill has been
introduced. It is very similar to a Dear Colleague that the original cosponsors have sent out in the past.

if your boss would like to be an original cosponsor, | need to know by tomorrow, or Thursday morning at the
very latest. (Or, we can always add him later, t0o.) Sorry for the short notice. | don’t need an answer on the
Dear Colleague until after the February recess (but obviously feel free to let me know whenever).

Thanks,
Lara
4 5674

Changes to S. 1354 for the 110th Congress

¢ Streamlined findings: We took out some findings and made other findings more “neutral” to address
concerns that the findings were too expansive.

e Definitions: At the request of the German American groups, we changed the applicable definitions
from “permanent resident alien” to “resident alien.” Roosevelt’s internment orders covered anyone
of German or ltalian ancestry who resided in the U.S., not just citizens and green card holders, and in
many instances it likely will not be clear whether a particular affected individual was a permanent
resident alien or not. We also added a definition of “Latin American nations” to make clear it includes
the Caribbean.

¢ European Commission Scope of Review: We deleted the reference to “civil liberties” and the word
“better” at the request of Sessions’ staff. We also made some minor technical changes t¢c make the
first two paragraphs parallel. And finally, we added some specific lists for the Commission to compile
that the German American groups asked for. This information has never been compiled in one place,
and would be a valuable contribution to the historical record without draining the Commission’s
resources.

¢ Refugee Commission Scope of Review: We changed some language to make it more neutral.

e Appropriations: We increased each commission’s funding from $500K to $600K, bringing the total
cost of the bill to a whopping $1.2 million. We first dropped the bill six years ago, and this 20%

2/13/2007
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Wartime Treatment Study Act:
A bill establishing two commissions to review the treatment of European Americans,

European Latin Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War II

February _, 2007

Dear Colleague:

We write to encourage you to cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act of
2007, which we have re-introduced in this Congress as S. . This bill would establish
two commissions: one commission to study the treatment of European Americans and
European Latin Americans by our government during World War 11, and a second
commission to study our treatment of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi persecution during
World War II.

The victory of America and its allies in the Second World War was a triumph for
freedom, justice, and human rights. The courage displayed by so many Americans, of all
ethnic origins, should be a source of great pride for all Americans. But, at the same time
that so many brave Americans fought for freedom in Europe and the Pacific, the U.S.
government was curtailing the freedom of people here at home.

In 1980, Congress undertook a significant and necessary investigation to
understand and acknowledge the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II.
Because of our commitment to learn from our past, our nation is now better able to
protect all Americans who seek the blessings of freedom. But it is important for
Congress to recognize the difficulties that other ethnic groups endured during this
tumultuous period.

While many Americans are aware of the internment of more than 110,000
Japanese Americans during World War II, much less is known about the U.S.
government’s designation of more than 600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 German-born
United States resident aliens and their families as “enemy aliens.” The U.S. government
subjected many unfairly to arrest, detainment, internment, and relocation. Additionally,
personal property was confiscated and travel rights were restricted for many European
Americans. Pursuant to a policy coordinated with Latin American countries, the U.S.
government also displaced many Latin Americans of European descent. In some cases,
German and Austrian Jews were deported to hostile Axis nations. Meanwhile, at our



borders, Jewish refugees who were fleeing for their lives were denied entry to the United
States. A full fact-finding of the treatment of all U.S. residents and other civilians and
Jewish refugees by the U.S. government during World War II is both fair and just, and it
will help complete the task began by Congress in 1980.

This bill has been reported favorably by the Senate Judiciary Committee three
times. It is time for it to become law. A complete and thorough review of the U.S.
government treatment of all ethnic Americans and Jewish refugees during World War I1
is long overdue. We hope you will join us in supporting the creation of two commissions
to undertake such a review.

Attached please find a summary of the Wartime Treatment Study Act and a letter
in support from the German American Committee, a coalition of German American
organizations. If you would like to cosponsor this bill or have any questions, please let us
know, or contact Lara Flint (4-5323) with Senator Feingold’s staff.

Sincerely,



ﬂﬁmtzﬂ States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

Wartime Treatment Study Act:
A bill establishing two commissions to review the treatment of European Americans, European
Latin Americans, and Jewish refugees during World War 11

March 8, 2007

Dear Colleague:

We write to encourage you to cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act of 2007,
which we have re-introduced in this Congress as S. 621. This bill would establish two
commissions: one commission to study the treatment of European Americans and European
Latin Americans by our government during World War II, and a second commission to study our
treatment of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi persecution during World War II.

The victory of America and its allies in the Second World War was a triumph for
freedom, justice, and human rights. The courage displayed by so many Americans, of all ethnic
origins, should be a source of great pride for all Americans. But, at the same time that so many
brave Americans fought for freedom in Europe and the Pacific, the U.S. government was
curtailing the freedom of people here at home.

In 1980, Congress undertook a significant and necessary investigation to understand and
acknowledge the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II. Because of our
commitment to learn from our past, our nation is now better able to protect all Americans who
seek the blessings of freedom. But it is important for Congress to recognize the difficulties that
other ethnic groups endured during this tumultuous period.

While many Americans are aware of the internment of more than 110,000 Japanese
Americans during World War II, much less is known about the U.S. government’s designation of
more than 600,000 Italian-born and 300,000 German-born United States resident aliens and their
families as “enemy aliens.” The U.S. government unfairly subjected many to arrest, detainment,
internment, and relocation. Additionally, personal property was confiscated and travel rights
were restricted for many European Americans. Pursuant to a policy coordinated with Latin
American countries, the U.S. government also displaced many Latin Americans of European
descent. In some cases, German and Austrian Jews were deported to hostile Axis nations.
Meanwhile, at our borders, Jewish refugees who were fleeing for their lives were denied entry to
the United States. A full fact-finding of the treatment of all U.S. residents and other civilians and
Jewish refugees by the U.S. government during World War II is both fair and just, and it will
help complete the task Congress began in 1980.



This bill has been reported favorably by the Senate Judiciary Committee three times. It is
time for it to become law. A complete and thorough review of the U.S. government treatment of
all ethnic Americans and Jewish refugees during World War Il is long overdue. We hope you
will join us in supporting the creation of two commissions to undertake such a review.

Attached please find a summary of the Wartime Treatment Study Act and letters in
support from the German American Internee Coalition and the National Italian American
Council. If you would like to cosponsor this bill or have any questions, please let us know, or

contact Lara Flint (4-5323) with Senator Feingold’s staff.

Russell D. Feingold Charles E. Grassley

Sincerely,




WARTIME TREATMENT STUDY ACT
[Feingold, Grassley, Kennedy, Lieberman, Inouye]

The bill establishes two fact-finding commissions to review U.S. conduct during World War II:
(1) the Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans; and (2) the Commission on
Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees. '

Findings

During World War II, the U.S. government designated more than 600,000 Italian-born and
300,000 German-born United States resident aliens and their families as “enemy aliens,”
restricting their travel, personal property rights and requiring them to carry certificates of
identification. Thousands of persons of German, Italian and Eastern European ancestry were
unfairly arrested, interned, detained, relocated, or deported.

Pursuant to a policy coordinated with Latin American countries, many European Latin
Americans, including German and Austrian Jews, were transferred to the U.S. and interned.
Many were later deported to hostile Axis nations in exchange for Americans and Latin
Americans held in those nations.

Prior to and during World War II, the United States restricted the entry of Jewish refugees who
were fleeing persecution or genocide and sought safety in the United States. During the 1930's
and 1940's, U.S. government policies affected the number of Jewish refugees, particularly those
from Germany and Austria, who could gain admittance to the United States.

Congress has previously reviewed the U.S. government’s treatment of Japanese Americans
during World War II through the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of
Civilians. It has not yet undertaken an independent review of the treatment of German
Americans and Italian Americans and of Jewish refugees.

Commission on Wartime Treatment of European Americans

Membership: The 7-member Commission will be composed of 3 members appointed by the
President, 2 by the Speaker of the House in consultation with the minority leader, and 2 by the
majority leader of the Senate in consultation with the minority leader.

Duties: The Commission will review the U.S. government’s treatment of European Americans
and European Latin Americans during World War II. This review will include an assessment of
the underlying rationale for the U.S. government’s actions and recommendations for how civil
liberties can be protected during wartime in the future.

Report: The Commission shall submit a written report of its findings and recommendations to
Congress no later than 18 months after the date of the Commission’s first meeting.

Commission on Wartime Treatment of Jewish Refugees

Membership: The 7-member Commission will be composed of 3 members appointed by the
President, 2 by the Speaker of the House in consultation with the minority leader, and 2 by the
majority leader of the Senate in consultation with the minority leader.

Duties: The Commission will review the U.S. government’s treatment of Jewish and other
refugees fleeing Nazi persecution or genocide during World War II, and will include an
assessment of the underlying rationale for the U.S. government’s actions and recommendations
for how people fleeing persecution or genocide in the future can better obtain refuge in the
United States.

Report: The Commission shall submit a written report of its findings and recommendations to
Congress no later than 18 months after the date of the Commission’s first meeting.



GERMAN AMERICAN

www.gaic.info §

P.O. Box 714, New London, NH 03257-0714
March 7, 2007

Re: Cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act—S. 621

Dear Senator,

On behalf of former United States and Latin American civilians of German ethnicity interned by the US gov-
ernment during World War il, we urge you to cosponsor the Wartime Treatment Study Act.

Most know of the Japanese American World War Hl experience. Few know that during World War li, at least
300,000 legal resident German aliens were stripped of their civil liberties and faced travel and personal
property restrictions. Tens of thousands were forced to abandon their homes in hastily established prohib-
ited zones. Lives were permanently, unnecessarily disrupted. Thousands were arrested, given cursory, in-
adequate hearings and interned in Department of Justice camps (distinct from Wartime Relocation Author-
ity camps). Many were later joined by their wives and children (primarily US- or Latin American-born).
Additionally, pursuant to agreements between eighteen Latin American nations and the US, over 4,050
Latin American Germans and their families were forcibly deported from their homes and interned in the
US. Among them were Jews who had fled oppression in Germany.

Many internees remained in the Department of Justice camps for years. Hundreds were held at Ellis island
long after the war was over. The last internee was not released until 1948. At least 2600 German intern-
ees, including their American- and Latin American-bom children, were exchanged for persons held in war-
torn Germany. It is difficult to convey how these people suffered and how desperately they want one
thing. They want the Wartime Treatment Study Act to pass. They want Congress to acknowiedge that Ger-
man Americans and Latin Americans were interned. So many have already died and those remaining, the
witnesses, are very elderly. Their suffering is what this bill is about: years of life wasted in camps, unde
served shame, lost homes a@nd careers, destroyed families and lives, even mental illness.

The Wartime Treatment Study Act deserves your support. It would establish the first independent commis-
sion to review other, little known aspects of the US government’s internment policies, and investigate US
treatment of Jews seeking asylum here during World War Il - As a coalition of former intemees and their
families, we know the pain that these government policies inflicted. We want our country to acknowledge
all civilian detention and internment programs, look at their intent, and evaluate their consequences care-
fully. Those intemed have waited long enough. Please cosponsor the Wartime. Tfeament Study Act.

Very truly yours,

Karen E. Ebel

The foltowing organizations also endorse this effort: German American National Congress (DANK) (28 chapters & 47 as-
sociated groups nationwide), United German-American Committee (chapters nationwide), Steuben Society of America
{30 units nationwide), Associated German Societies of New England (17 groups), California Ethnic Leadership Councit,
Campaign for Justice, Donauschwaben USA (14 groups), Enemy Alien Fites Exhibit Consortium, American itatian Histoﬂ-
cal Association—Western Regional Chapter, Federation of German American Societies of Cleveland (18 groups), Ameri

can Civil Liberties Union, Dallas Alpine Dancers, German American Business Association, Genmmdcaacwbofbal-
las, German American Association (TX), German American Education Fund, German American Societies of Mitwaukee
(42 groups), German Heritage Society of Washington, DC, German Society of Indiana, German Soclety of Maryland, -
German World Alliance, Institute for German-American Relations, Japanese Peruvian Oral History Project, National
Japanese American Historical Society, Nordamerikanischer Saengerbund (40 affiliated chofrs), Santa Cruz County De-
mocratic Central Committee, Santa Cruz-Watsonville Chapter-JACL, Santa Craz Chapter--ACLY, Texas German Day
Council, TRACESCenterformstoryandCthre Tricentennial Foundation, United German American Society of Florida
{34 groups), UnﬁedGennankneﬁcanSocietiesofSanFmsciscomVidnity(18gmups)



NIAC

National italian American Council
P.O. Box 603, Lombard, Hl. 60148

Ph: {630) 415 - 1817 / Fax: (630) 705- 9225

Email: Info@niacusa.com

Web site: www.niacusa.com

March 07th, 2007

Honorable Russell Fiengold
Senator, Wisconsin
Washington D.C.

Dear Senator Fiengold:

On behalf of the Italian American community | Wish to offer support regarding legislation
8621 - WarTime Treatment Study Act. This legislation will benefit the Italian American
community at large. $621 shall provide the necessary study required to unearth .
important facts surrounding the treatment of italian Americans during World War Il.

Thanking you in advance for all your efforts and attention regarding this matter.

cC: File )


mailto:lnfo@nlacusa.com
http://www.niacusa.com
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Press Release

FEINGOLD INTRODUCES BILL TO STUDY TREATMEN T OF
GERMAN AND ITALIAN AMERICANS DURING WWII
Legislation to Study Treatment of German Americans, Italian
Americans and Jewish Refugees During World War iI Comes as
America Observes 65th Anniversary of Executive Ordér Leading to

Japanese Internments /

February 19, 2007 :

1
Washingron, D.C. — U.S. Senatar Russ Feingold has reintroduced Iggislation to
study the U.S. government’s reatment of German Americans and l‘tahau Amgericans
during World War! 0, as well as the treatment of Jewish tefugees fiteing Nazi
persecution. The Wartime Treatment Study Act, co-sponsored by Senators Chuck
Grassley (R-IA), Joe Liebetman (ID-CT), Ted Kennedy (D-MA) and Daniel Inouye
(D-HI), would creste two fact-findlng commissions to smdy the infernments and
other resirictions imposed on some European Americans during World War 1, and
the government policies 1imiting the ability of Jewish refugees to c¢ame to the
United States. i

Although the U.S. government has formally smdied and recognizeﬁ the
mistreatment of Japanese Americans during World War 11, o simflar endeavor has
been undertaken with regard to these other groups. The bipartisan Jegislation was
introduced in advance of today’s cormraemoration of the 65th anniversary of the
signing of Executive Order 9066, which resulted fu more than 100,000 ethnic
Japanese being forced from their homes and ultimately into internment camps.

“Americans are rightly proud of our victory jn World War II, but rlcw people know
sbout our government’s failure then to protect the basic rights of German and {talian
Americans,” Feingold said. “*Americens must learn from these tm#edm now, while
the people who survived these injustices are still with us,” :

During WWII, approximately 11,000 ethnic Germans, 3,200 aﬂmi;b Italians, and
scores of Bulgariaus, Hungarians, Romanians or other European Americans living
in Araerica were teken from their homes and placed in mtemmenls camps. Hundreds
of thousands of other Eutopean Americans were labeled “enemy ﬁhcns” and denied
basic travel and property rights. :

“We also must understand how U.S. policies failed to provide adequate safe harbor
to Jewish refugees fleeing the persecution of Nazl Germany,” Feingold said. “Itis a
hotrible truth that; while the United States heroically battled faseism, it also turned
away thousands of refugees, dslivering many refugees 1o their dcdths at the hands of
the Nazi regime.”

###

iHome | Prees Index ;

, 7 DC STAFFUNLY

htq:://fcingold.scnabgugov/—feingoldlreleas

R i

(LTS YIS,

S

et s eas %,

R C R

=Sh eI A ——— e - -

n g yme

e e o g i (do s

L )

R

R R B L VTS P
.

Ziuus
[Aoos

.' 7/02/20070219 htra)

YN INNT 0-4A4 AN


http://ilbmgold.3dia4-gov/-feingQ%5dd/re%5deas

; STAFFUNLY |
UL/ 41/ &UUIT UDILY FAA ‘. + DU ¥ .. &

‘x{
Y ‘E |
HAWATI OFFICES oo
'+ TUESDAY, FEB. 20, 2007 A
DAITY PHONE ILOG .
.
| | W
From: Arlis Muraoka (2/20/07) :
Party Calling Subject 3 | DC
. ! Action Follow-up
Female caller Request phone number for the Hilo .| Provided.
Social Security Office. : =
3 :
HJ im Bowman Would like to send an e-mail to Senator ‘| Provided :
and request e-mail address, : :| webpage |
| : ! address. |1
. : . ; : ;
Male caller Request! Senator’s e-mail address. 7 Provided '
webpage L
address. |
ror i {
From: Sheila Yamamoto (2/20/0 ) !
. Party Calling Subject { Action DC Follow-
. P
Sean Walsh He and l':nis family are visiting from Placed
- Seattle, Washington. Request envelopein | !
i information about the Senator for his | Will Call '
son, Patrick, who is doing a 2" grade | box for pick | !
—_— class project. ' up on F, g
fal 1 2/23/077. :
Female caller Seeking ph. no. for IRS Office. Would }Provided r
like to know when she will receive her | IRS Refund | :
| o tax refund. i Hotline (toll | :
_Jn, e ifree no.) §
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inouye lnntduoes Bill To Create Panel To Study WWll .Japanese Latin Ameéirican

Incarcerati i '

From the Nichi Bel Trmos Waekly February 1, 2007 x;
i

WASHINGT! N, D.d. — U.S. Senator Danlel K. Inouye (D-H i') on Jan. 24 intreduged a bill to
estahlish a n that would determine the facts and circu nces invelving the fored relocation,
intarnment, and departaﬁun of Latin Americans of Japanese degcant during Word War li }and the lale
1940s. : i
|
Joining Iho e in intr dudng the legislation were six original co-sponsors of the legislation — Democratic
Senators Danlel K Akaka of Hawai'i, Patrick J. Leahy of Vi nl. and Carl Levin of Michigan, and
Republit:n nators Robert F. Bennett of Utah, and Lisa Mu i and Ted Stevens, both Alaska,

“The story off U.S. cnlzenu of Japanese ancestry who wara fomd‘ fram their homes on Ihe est Coasl,
and confined in -mps is a slory that was made widely knqnn gfter a faclkfinding siudy by the
Commission jon Wartime Relacation and Intsmment of Civillans, which was established by %7 Congrass

in 1980,” Induye sald, “The study uncovered critical facls that enabled the Congrass to gupper, and
President Rgagan to sign, the historic Civil Libertles Act of 19813 that provided redress Fér Japanese

— and | myself did not inilially know — is the iktoly of Latin Americans §f Japanese
descant, They ware taken from their homes in countries such as ‘Brazil, Penamas, and Penu; stripped of
their passpojts, involuntarily brought to the Uniled States, and intarned in Amermn mps. They
apparently had only one purpose on U.&. soll: to be used for prisoRer exchanges with Japan.;

Sen, Akaka added: “The Commission learmned late in its study of the intamment of soma 2,300 Latin
Americans of Japaneke ancestry. A new panel will provide (hordugh and complete examiration of this
largely unkn aspect of the intamment exparience, We are a greal nation, and we should qot be afrald
of the lessons we can learn from the dark chapters of our history." .

*The lessons of history,” Inouye said, “can be painful. But that paxh can also strengthen ourination, and
our commrlmentlb ils democratic ideals, which include equal )ushqe for ait*

The legistatidn would-establish a nins-member Commission, The ﬁre;ldent, the speaker of tés House of

ST b X
This site best Ro t db
viewead with: presentatﬂles and the president pro teipore of the Senate would each appoint three men; ors.

The panel w&uld have the power to hold public hearings, receive vldence. and give tesuma;:y It will be

. ! able to racommand ramedies, ¥ any, based on what it uncovers,
Browess theweh mors . i

-

- bt

<< Back

Comments will be posted after approval Commlmi may be publlshed in a future issuejof the
- Nichi Bel Times Weekly i
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They are also joined in qLen' practice by partner Derril B. Jordan, th
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former associate solicitar for Indian Affairs at the Department of lntéirmr

from 1997-2000. He is a member of the Mattaponi Tribe.

More information on AddersonTuell LLP is available at
http://www.andersontuell. com/ or by calling (202) 543-5000.

Media Contacts: Robin Buckley, 703.533.9805,

robin@buckleykaldenbach.com

Isabel Kaldenbach, 703.979.3076, isabel@buckleykaldenbach.com
i

AndersonTeell, LLP
Web site: http://www.andersantuell.com/

February 01, 2007 11:01 AMEST
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February 13, 2007

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Mr. CHAMBLISS, and Mr.
ISAKSON);

S. Res. 79. A resolution relative to the
death of Representative Charles W. Norwood,
Jr., of Georgia; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL):

S. Res. 80. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony, document production, and legal rep-
resentation in State of Oregon v. Rebecca
Michelson, Michele Darr, and Vernon
Huffman; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. FEINGOLD:

S. Con. Res. 11. A concurrent resolution
providing that any agreement relating to
trade and investment that is negotiated by
the executive branch with another country
comply with certain minimum standards, to
the Committee on Finance.

———————.

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

5. 65
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 65, a bill to modify the age-60 stand-
ard for certain pilots and for other pur-
poses.
S. 206
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
206, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Govern-
ment pension offset and windfall elimi-
nation provisions.
S. 381
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of 8. 381, a bill to establish a fact-
finding Commission to extend the
study of a prior Commission to inves-
tigate and determine facts and cir-
cumstances surrounding the reloca-
tion, internment, and deportation to
Axis countries of Latin Americans of
Japanese descent from December 1941
through February 1948, and the impact
of those actions by the United States,
and to recommend appropriate rem-
edies, and for other purposes.
S. 430
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from Maine (Ms. COL-
LINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
430, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to enhance the national
defense through empowerment of the
Chief of the National Guard Bureau
and the enhancement of the functions
of the National Guard Bureau, and for
other purposes.
S. 431
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
431, a bill to require convicted sex of-
fenders to register online identifiers,
and for other purposes.
S. 464
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 464, a bill to amend
title XVIII and XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act to improve the requirements

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

regarding advance directives in order
t0 ensure that an individual’s health
care decisions are complied with, and
for other purposes.
3. 466
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 466, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to provide for coverage of an end-of-life
planning consultation as part of an ini-
tial preventive physical examination
under the Medicare program.
8. 487
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) and the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) were added as cosponsors
of 8. 487, a bill to amend the National
Organ Transplant Act to clarify that
kidney paired donations shall not be
considered to involve the transfer of a
human organ for valuable consider-
ation.
S. 494
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 494, a bill to endorse fur-
ther enlargement of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) and to fa-
cilitate the timely admission of new
members to NATO, and for other pur-
poses.
S, 497
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 497, a bill to repeal a pro-
hibition on the use of certain funds for
tunneling in certain areas with respect
to the Los Angeles to San Fernando
Valley Metro Rail project, California.
8. 535
At the request of Mr. DoDD, the name
of the Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 535, a bill to establish an Unsolved
Crimes Section in the Civil Rights Di-
vision of the Department of Justice,
and an Unsolved Civil Rights Crime In-
vestigative Office in the Civil Rights
Unit of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, and for other purposes.
. 558
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
558, a bill to provide parity between
health insurance coverage of mental
health benefits and benefits for med-
ical and surgical services.
S. CON. RES. 10
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DopD), the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VOINOVICH) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) were added as co-
sponsors of 8. Con. Res. 10, a concur-
rent resolution honoring and praising
the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People on the oc-
casion of its 98th anniversary.
S. RES. 30
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut

S1903

(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from
Maine (Ms. SNOWE), the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. FEINGOLD), the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) and
the Senator from California (Mrs.
BOXER) were added as cosponsors of S.
Res. 30, a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the need
for the United States to address global
climate change through the negotia-
tion of fair and effective international
commitments.
S. RES. 65
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. BOXER) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 65, a resolution
condemning the murder of Turkish-Ar-
menian journalist and human rights
advocate Hrant Dink and urging the
people of Turkey to honor his legacy of
tolerance.
AMENDMENT NO. 243
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 243 intended to be pro-
posed to H.J. Res. 20, a joint resolution
making further continuing appropria-
tions for the fiscal year 2007, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 246
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was withdrawn as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 246 intended to be
proposed to H.J. Res. 20, a joint resolu-
tion making further continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year 2007, and
for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 247
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 247 intended to be pro-
posed to H.J. Res. 20, a joint resolution
making further continuing appropria-
tions for the fiscal year 2007, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 259
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, his name was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 269 intended to be
proposed to H.J. Res. 20, a joint resolu-
tion making further continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year 2007, and
for other purposes.
R ———-

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. NELSON of Florida:

S. 559. A bill to amend the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 to require a
voter-verified permanent paper ballot
under title III of such Act, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to introduce the Vot-
ing Integrity and Verification Act,
VIVA, of 2007. The time has come to
ensure that the vote of each American
is counted and counted as they in-
tended. VIVA will get us closer to that
goal by mandating the use of voter-



