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Congress of the United States
TWasghington, BL 20515

June 2, 1999

Hon. Richard Riley

Secretary of Education

U.S. Department Of Education
600 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Hon. Riley:

We applaud the Department of Education's action to make available annual and aggregate
"additional unsubsidized" Stafford Loans to specific health professions schools.

However, we respectfully request that the Department broaden the eligibility criteria to include
all health professions students attending U.S. health professions schools beginning in academic
vear 1999-2000.

Currently, more than 95 schools of dentistry, allopathic and osteopathic medicine, veterinary
medicine, and pharmacy are ineligible due to the Department of Education's strict regulations.
At this time, only students attending a health professions schools that had at least one student
who borrowed a HEAL loan between October 1, 1994, and September 30, 1995, are eligible
for the "additional unsubsidized" Stafford Loan.

We urge you to exercise your authority to allow all health professions equal access to the
"additional unsubsidized" Stafford Loan. Such action will help these students alleviate their
repayment burden by lessening reliance on higher-cost private loans to finance their education.
We thank you for your serious consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Rep. Karen L. Thurman

Rep. Allen Boyd ) Rep. Thomas Barrett . e Costello
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