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Yap & Kosrae Chartered District Governments Inaugurated 
Inaugurations of the chartered district governments for 

Yap and Kosrae were held early this month. The Kosrae 

inauguration was held on January 1 and the Yap’s 
followed a week later. Bureau of Public Affairs 

representatives were present at both inaugurations and 

filed the following reports. 

John Avila Mangefel, former member of the Senate of 

the Congress of Micronesia from Yap District, was sworn 

in on January 8 as the first elected governor of Yap 

District. Trust Territory Associate Justice Mamoru 

Nakamura of Palau administered the oath of office. 

Inauguration ceremonies were held at the Yap community 

center next to the Yap hospital in Colonia, the Yap 

district center. 

Thousands of Yapese citizens, in their colorful native 

costumes, were on hand to witness the installation of their 

favorite son as the first democratically elected chief 

executive of Yap District. 

Also present at the ceremonies were High 

Commissioner and Mrs. Adrian P. Winkel, President of 

Nauru Hammer DeRoburt, representatives of the 

Government of Western Samoa, representatives of the 

Government of Papua New Guinea, the President and the 

Speaker of the Interim Congress of the Federated States 

of Micronesia, representatives of the Commonwealth of 

the Northern Marianas, representatives of the Guam 

legislature, and representatives of the districts of the Trust 

Territory. 

High Commissioner Winkel, in his address, said: ‘’1 am 

proud to join you today to witness with you the 

inauguration of the first elected governor of Yap. | am   

greatly honored as High Commissioner to bring to all of 
you the greetings and the best wishes of the President of 
the United States, the Secretary and the Under Secretary 

of the Interior, and the Director of the Office of 

Territorial Affairs upon this historic occasion for the 

people of Yap. They and the members of my staff at 

Headquarters join Isobel and me in celebrating this event 

with you, to commemorate and witness the installation of 

John Mangefel as your first popularly elected chief 

execu tive. 

“| would like to pay my tribute to Edmund Gilmar for 

having served faithfully and loyally as Yap’s last district 

administrator. For myself and for the Trust Territory 

government | want to thank Ed Gilmar for his 
contributions to the development of Yap and the Trust 

Territory government. 

“To the new governor of Yap, | pledge the full support 

and cooperation of myself, the office of the High 

Commissioner, and the entire Trust Territory 

Headquarters staff to assist you and your administration 

in whatever manner we can be of assistance as you 

undertake the reign of the government for your people.”’ 
High Commissioner Winkel, recognizing Governor 

Mangefel’s talent as a poet, dedicated an ode to him. And 

it is entitled “Ode to John’. Here it is: ‘Senator 

Emeritus, you dedicated thirteen years of your life to 

serve Yap and Micronesia with good deeds and you have 

been held Jonathan Swift of Micronesia with your satirical 

allegory “the seven Cousins and Cunning Crocodile’ and 
your cousin Ngabchey’s letters from the good old U.S.A. 
You have been a guiding star to many a wandering canoes, 
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the great hope to many lost coconuts. |, your cousin 

Ngabchey, offer you an executive wreath and tri-colors 

thu, and congratulate you on this historic day. May God 

give you wisdom and strength to serve the people of 

Yap.” 
Governor Mangefel, true to form, delivered one of his 

literary masterpieces for which he is famous. Like all 

Yapese attending the ceremonies, he was attired in Yap 

native garb and the speech he delivered was equally 

Yapese in flavor. He told the assembled throng: “Some of 

you may be here simply to enjoy Yapese hospitality, 

food, and famous dances. Some others may have come to" 

see if John Mangefel can make a serious speech. To this 

lot, | would have replied that all my past speeches, 

humorous or not, were serious speeches. The real reason . 

we are meeting here today is not to see the swearing-in of 

the chief executive and the !egislators from the state of 

Yap. No! We are here to see the installation of a 

government which was created by the Yapese people for 

the Yapese people. It is an historic moment. 

“Self-government is not something we can take as a gift 

but must always say it is like making a canoe. A canoe 

requires constant care between enduring voyages. Most of 

all, sailing requires cooperation. Without cooperation, a 

canoe cam only sail into disaster. Like a canoe, a state 

would require cooperation between the executive, 

legislative, and judiciary branches. But it would also 

require cooperation between the government and the 

people it is supposed to serve. 

“Like a beach made up of many grains of sand, a 

society is made up of many individuals, and in a 

government it is the individual who is the most important 

for it is he who the government serves. 
“If our people are well served, then they will lead 

productive lives. If they lead productive lives, their 

thoughts will be sincere. If their thoughts are sincere, their 

persons are cultivated. If their persons are happy, then 

their families will be regulated. If their families are 

regulated, our communities will prosper. And if our 

communities prosper, then our state will be rightly 

governed. If our state is rightly governed, then our society 

. will be tranquil and happy.” 

In his closing statement, Governor Mangefel reminded 

the people of Yap of the dignity and heritage that is 
theirs. 

“On this day, let us renew our faith in ourselves. Let us 

rededicate ourselves to our heritage. Let us reunite behind 

the traditions that are ours.”” 
As his first official act as the governor of Yap, 

Mangefel announced during the ceremonies that he had 

nominated Deputy District Administrator Hilary Tacheliol 

of Ulithi as the first Lieutenant Governor of Yap. About 

130 miles or so to the north, the ruling council of chiefs 

‘of the outer islands were meeting on Ulithi listening to the 

proceeding from Colonia on the radio. Thirteen minutes 

after Governor Mangefel had made the selection of Lt. 
Governor known, the Council of Tamol cabled _ its 
affirmative response to Yap in approving the 

nomination. 
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(Continued from page 1) More on Inaugurations 

The swearing-in of Lt. Governor Tachelio! was held on 

Ulithi January 10. 

Kosrae has become the first district after Truk to take 
full internal self-government. Jacob Nena and Yosiwo 

George were sworn in as Governor and Lieutenant 

Governor of Kosrae on January 1. 
Administrator of the Department of Community 

Services Resio Moses administered the oath of office to 
Nena as Mrs. Lerina Nena held the Bible. George was 

sworn into office by Ponape District Associate Judge 

Yoster Carl while Mrs. Antilise George held the Bible. 

Then, as his first official act Governor Nena 

administered the oath of office to Gayius Nedlic as 

Speaker of the Second Kosrae District Legislature. 
Lieutenant Governor George, in his first official act as Lt. 
Governor, swore into office the 13 other newly elected 

members of the Kosrae legistature. Aiso sworn into office 

were four village chiefs and councilmen. The oath of 
office was administered by Kosrae Presiding Judge Linus 

George. 

The inaugural ceremony lasted for about three hours. 
The weather was damp but quite comfortable. About 

1,500 Kosraeans were present at the ceremony. 

Invited dignitaries at the Inauguration included 

Speaker Bethwel Henry and Congressman Kikuo Apis, 

representing the Interim Congress; Leo DelaRosa, 

representing the Governor of Truk; Ponape Acting 

Governor Bermin Weilbacher; Nanmwarki of Uh 

Municipality on Ponape Johnny Moses; Nanikin of Kiti 

Municipality of Ponape Heinrich Stephen; Legislators 

Alter Paul of Kiti and Sahn Johnson of Mokil, both from 

the Ponape legislature; and religious leaders from Ponape. 
On their way back to Ponape on-board T.T. ship Micro 

Glory, the dignitaries were honored with feasts by the 

people of Pingelap and Mokil atolls in Ponape District. 

The Second Kosrae District Legislature on January 1 

elected Gayius Nedlic as its Speaker and Donald Jonah as 

Vice Speaker. 

Elected Floor Leader was James Palsis. The legislature 

also elected Frank Lonno as Chairman of Resources and 

Development Committee; William Tosie as Ways and 

Means Committee Chairman; Hideo Shrew as Chairman of 

the Committee on Education, Health and Social Matters; 

and Rison Wakuk as Judiciary and Governmental 
Operations Committee Chairman. 

The Kosrae legislature is not a full-time legislature 
except for the Speaker, who is full-time. The other 
members still. will hold their government jobs. However, 

while the legislature is in session, each member will receive 

25 dollars for a meeting day. The Speaker's annual salary 

is $8,000. The legislators’ term of office is four years. 

The charter provides that the regular legislative session 

will convene on the third Tuesday of July for 30 days. 

There will be one regular session per year, Nedlic said. 

Special sessions may be called at the request of either the 

Governor or the district legislature. 

  

  

 


