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Yap & Kosrae Chartered District Governments Inaugurated

Inaugurations of the chartered district governments for
Yap and Kosrae were held early this month. The Kosrae
inauguration was held on January 1 and the Yap's
followed a week later. Bureau of Public Affairs
representatives were present at both inaugurations and
filed the following reports.

John Avila Mangefel, former member of the Senate of
the Congress of Micronesia from Yap District, was sworn
in on January 8 as the first elected governor of Yap
District. Trust Territory Associate Justice Mamoru
Nakamura of Palau administered the oath of office.
Inauguration ceremonies were held at the Yap community
center next to the Yap hospital in Colonia, the Yap
district center.

Thousands of Yapese citizens, in their colorful native
costumes, were on hand to witness the installation of their
favorite son as the first democratically elected chief
executive of Yap District.

Also present at the ceremonies were High
Commissioner and Mrs. Adrian P. Winkel, President of
Nauru Hammer DeRoburt, representatives of the
Government of Western Samoa, representatives of the
Government of Papua New Guinea, the President and the
Speaker of the Interim Congress of the Federated States
of Micronesia, representatives of the Commonwealth of
the Northern Marianas, representatives of the Guam
legislature, and representatives of the districts of the Trust
Territory.

High Commissioner Winkel, in his address, said: “’I am
proud to join you today to witness with you the
inauguration of the first elected governor of Yap. | am

greatly honored as High Commissioner to bring to all of
you the greetings and the best wishes of the President of
the United States, the Secretary and the Under Secretary
of the Interior, and the Director of the Office of
Territorial Affairs upon this historic occasion for the
people of Yap. They and the members of my staff at
Headquarters join Isobel and me in celebrating this event
with you, to commemorate and witness the installation of
John Mangefel as your first popularly elected chief
executive.

“I would like to pay my tribute to Edmund Gilmar for
having served faithfully and loyally as Yap’s last district
administrator. For myself and for the Trust Territory
government | want to thank Ed Gilmar for his
contributions to the development of Yap and the Trust
Territory government.

““To the new governor of Yap, | pledge the full support
and cooperation of myself, the office of the High
Commissioner, and the entire Trust Territory
Headquarters staff to assist you and your administration
in whatever manner we can be of assistance as you
undertake the reign of the government for your people.”’

High Commissioner Winkel, recognizing Governor
Mangefel’s talent as a poet, dedicated an ode to him. And
it is entitled “Ode to John”. Here it is: “Senator
Emeritus, you dedicated thirteen years of your life to
serve Yap and Micronesia with good deeds and you have
been held Jonathan Swift of Micronesia with your satirical
allegory ‘the seven Cousins and Cunning Crocodile’ and
your cousin Ngabchey’s letters from the good old U.S.A.
You have been a guiding star to many a wandering canoes,

(Continued on page 2)

Yap Governor Mangefel (/) and Kosrae Governor Nena delivering their inaugural addresses. Mare photos on pages 4-5,
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