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STATEMENT BY THE HONORARLE SPARK M, MATSIHMAGA
IN S'PPORT OF S, 98, A BILL FOR THE RELIEF 0OF

CIRILO RAAGAS COSTA AND WILMA RAGAAS COST

SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION, REFIHGEES, AND INTERNATIONAL LAW
HOYUSE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 19%6
THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MR. CHAIRMAN, FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO

TESTIFY IN SUPPORT OF S, 98, A BILL FOR THE RELIEF OF

Cir1Lo Raacas Costa AND WiLMA RAAGAs COSTA WHICH WOULD CLASSIFY

THEM AS CHILDREN UNDER SecTtion 101(8)(1)(E) oF THE IMMIGRATION

(4

AND NATIONALITY ACT, AND WAIVE THE TWO YEAR LEGAL RESIDENCE
REQUIREMENT, SHouLd S, 98 BeEcoME LAwW, CIRILO'S AND WILMA'S
ADOPTIVE PARENTS, MR, AND Mrs., RicHArRD CosTAa oF Maui, Hawarr,
WOULD BE ABLE TO OBTAIN FROM THE IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION
SERVICE APPROVED VISA PETITIONS IN ORDER TO CLASSIFY THEIR
CHILDREN AS IMMEDIATE RELATIVES OF Y,S, CITIZENS FOR IMMIGRATION

PURPOSES,

S. 98 COMES BEFORE YOU AFTER BEING PASSED BY THE FULL




SENATE WITHOUT AMENDMENT BY Vorce Yorte ow MarcH 14, 1986, THougH
THE MEASURE HAS BEEN REFERRED TO THE 'I.S, House of
REPRESENTATIVES THREE TIMES, THIS IS THE FIRST TIME IT HAS BEEN
ACCORDED A HEARING BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE, | STRONGLY BRELIEVE
THE BILL HAS MERIT AS EVIDENCED BY THE FACT THAT THE SENATE HAS
PASSED THE LEGISLATION ON THREE SEPARATE OCCASIONS AND BECAUSE

S. 98 1S ONE OF BUT A HANDFUL OF PRIVATE IMMIGRATION BILLS WHICH

HAVE BEEN REFERRED TO THE HOUSE FOR ACTION,

Cir1Lo AND WiLMA COSTA WERE LEGALLY ADOPTED BY THE COSTAS

oN Jury 29, 1979 anp OcTtoBer 20, 1980, WHEN THE CHILDREN WERE

EIGHT AND TWELVE YEARS OLD, RESPECTIVELY., [HEIR ADOPTIVE

PARENTS, WHO HAVE NO CHILDREN OF THEIR OWN, FORESAW PROVIDING THE

CHILDREN WITH A LOVING, COMFORTABLE HOME, A GOOD EDUCATION AND

THE LEGACY OF LONG AND PRODUCTIVE LIVES,

Tye RELATIONSHIP WHICH HAS DEVELOPED DVER THE ENSUING

YEARS IS ONE OF TRUE LOVE FOSTERED BY A GENUINE DESIRE ON RBOTH

THE PARENTS' AND THE CHILDREN'S PARTS TO BE UNITED AS A FAMILY,

THougH CIRILO AND WILMA RESIDE WITH THEIR NATURAL PARENTS IN THE




DurLippINEs, MR, AND MRS, CnSTA HAVE ASSUMED FULL FINANCIAL AND

EMOTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY AS THE PARENTS OF THE CHILDREN,

SINCE THE apopTION OF CIrRILO AND MiLMA, THE COSTAS HAVE
PROVIDED THEIR SON AND DAUSHTER «wITi4 STEADY MONTHLY SUPPORT, As
EVIDENCED BY THE STATE DeEpPARTMENT ReEPORT oF JurLy 1, 1986, CiriLo
AND WILMA HAVE RECEIVED APPROXIMATELY $425 PeER MONTH sInce 1983,
RESULTING IN ANNUAL SUP®NRT OF NEARLY $5,100-- A HANDSOME SUM IN

THE PHILIPPINES,

Tye CosTAs wWeERE MARRIED oN ApriL 30, 1977. Mr. CoSTA waAsS
BORN IN 1921 oN THE [stAnD ofF Maurl, HE RECENTLY RETIRED FROM
EMPLOYMENT WITH THE Maul LAND AND PInNEAPPLE COMPANY, WHERE HE WAS
EMPLOYED FOR OVER 45 YEARS, HIS WIFE, BORN IN THE PHILIPPINES IN
1932, enTeErReDp THE !INITED STATES 1w 1971, SHE, T0O, IS EMPLOYED
ay Maur Pine, Tuousd ReTIRED, MR, COSTA CONTINUES TO RAISE

Tae coupLT OwN

CATTLE ON LAND HE HAS “ATNTAINED FOR MANY VEARS,

THEIR HOME, WHICH WAS APPRAISEN IN 1981 rFor $71.000, AS WELL AS
21} ACRES OF PASTURE LAND, WITH THESE ASSETS, COUPLED WITH FUNDS

HELD IN SAVINGS, MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS AND !I,S, SAVINGS BONDS,




THE COSTAS CAN ASSURE THEIR CHILDREN A GOOD HOME AND EDUCATION

UNTIL THEIR SON AND DAUGHTER HAVE COMPLETED THEIR SCHOOLING AND

ARE FINANCIALLY ABLE TO SUPPORT THEMSELVES,

CiriLo's AND WILMA'S PARENTS HAVE CONSENTED TO, AND

IRREVOCABLY RELEASED THEIR CHILDREN FOR, ADOPTION BY MR, CosTA

AND Mrs, COSTA, THE AUNT OF THE CHILDREN'S NATURAL FATHER, [HE
NATURAL PARENTS ARE AWARE THAT THEY ARE UNABLE TO ADEQUATELY
PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDS OF THEIR FAMIiLY THROUGH THE HUSBAND'S
OCCUPATION AS A TENANT FARMER, THE NATURAL PARENTS ARE CONFIDENT
THAT THEIR SON AND DAUGHTER WILL RECEIVE TRUE PARENTAL LOVE, AS
WELL AS SUFFICIENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR
CHILDREN'S NEEDS PLUS A GOOD EDUCATION THAT THEY COULD NEVER HOPE

TO EQUAL,

THEe COSTAS ARE UNDERSTANDABLY ANXIOUS TO HAVE THEIR
ADOPTEN CHILDREN ENROLLED IN Aexican scHqoors, CIRILO, NOw ASGE
13, WILL BE ENTERING JUMIOR HIGH:; HIS SISTER, WILMA, JUST
GRADUATED FROM HIGH SCHOOL AND IS LOOKING FORWARD TO ENTERING A

COLLEGE PREPARATORY PROGRAM ON MAUI BEFORE APPLYING FOR COLLEGE,




BoTH CHILDREN APPEAR TO BE GOOD STUDENTS WHO HAVE EXPRESSED A

STRONG DESIRE TO LEARN,

MR. AND MrRs, COSTA ARE AWARE THAT BOTH CIRILO AND WILMA

ARE AT AGES WHEREBY THE COUNSEL OF TWO STRONG PARENTS AND THE
SECURITY OF A STABLE HOME ARE SIGNIFICANT TO THE CHILDREN'S
DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH, [HE CHILDREN WILL NO DOUBT BE BROUGHT
INTO A VERY COMFORTABLE HOME AND GIVEN THE LOVE AND CARE OF A

DEVOTED MOTHER AND FATHER.

S, 98 WILL GREATLY ENRICH THE LIVES OF FOUR INDIVIDUAL,
MrR. AND MrRs. COSTA AND THEIR TWO ADOPTED CHILDREN, | wOULD
THEREFORE STRONGLY URGE THAT THE BILL BE GIVEN FAVORABLE

CONSIDERATION,




