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STATEMENT BY THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA 
IN SUPPORT OF S. 98, A BILL FOR THE RELIEF OF 

CIRILO RAAGAS COSTA AND WILMA RAGAAS COST

SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION, REFUGEES, AND INTERNATIONAL LAW 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 1986

Thank you very much, Mr, Chairman, for this opportunity to 

TESTIFY IN SUPPORT OF S. 98, A BILL FOR THE RELIEF OF 

Cirilo Raagas Costa and Wilma Raagas Costa which would classify 

THEM AS CHILDREN UNDER SECTION 101(b)(1)(E) OF THE IMMIGRATION 

and Nationality Act, and waive the two year legal residence 

REQUIREMENT. SHOULD S, 98 BECOME LAW, ClRILO's AND WiLMA's 

ADOPTIVE PARENTS, Mr, AND MRS, PlCHARD COSTA OF MAUI, HAWAII, 

WOULD BE ABLE TO OBTAIN FROM THE IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 

Service approved visa petitions in order to classify their 

CHILDREN AS IMMEDIATE RELATIVES OF U.S. CITIZENS FOR IMMIGRATION 

PURPOSES.

S. 98 COMES BEFORE YOU AFTER BEING PASSED BY THE FULL



Senate without amendment by Voice Vote on March 14, 1986, Though

THE MEASURE HAS BEEN REFERRED TO THE U.S, HOUSE OF 

Representatives three times, this is the first time it has been 

ACCORDED A HEARING BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE, I STRONGLY BELIEVE 

THE BILL HAS MERIT AS EVIDENCED BY THE FACT THAT THE SENATE HAS 

PASSED THE LEGISLATION ON THREE SEPARATE OCCASIONS AND BECAUSE 

S. 98 IS ONE OF BUT A HANDFUL OF PRIVATE IMMIGRATION BILLS WHICH 

HAVE BEEN REFERRED TO THE HOUSE FOR ACTION,

Cirilo and Wilma Costa were legally adopted by the Costas 

on July 29, 1979 and October 20, 1980, when the children were 

EIGHT AND TWELVE YEARS OLD, RESPECTIVELY, THEIR ADOPTIVE

PARENTS, WHO HAVE NO CHILDREN OF THEIR OWN, FORESAW PROVIDING THE 

CHILDREN WITH A LOVING, COMFORTABLE HOME, A GOOD EDUCATION AND 

THE LEGACY OF LONG AND PRODUCTIVE LIVES,

The RELATIONSHIP WHICH HAS DEVELOPED OVER THE ENSUING

YEARS IS ONE OF TRUE LOVE FOSTERED BY A GENUINE DESIRE ON BOTH 

THE PARENTS' AND THE CHILDREN'S PARTS TO BE UNITED AS A FAMILY. 

Though Cirilo and Wilma reside with their natural parents in the
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Philippines, Mr. and Mrs. Costa have assumed full financial and

EMOTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY AS THE PARENTS OF THE CHILDREN.

Since the adoption of Cirilo and uilma, the Costas have 

PROVIDED THEIR SON AND DAUGHTER WITH STEADY MONTHLY SUPPORT. As 

evidenced by the State Department report op July 1, 1986/ Cirilo 

and Wilma have received approximately $425 per month since 1983, 

RESULTING IN ANNUAL SUPPORT OF NEARLY $5,100"- A HANDSOME SUM IN 

THE PHILIPPINES.

the Costas were married on April 30, 1977, Mr, Costa was 

BORN IN 1921 ON THE ISLAND OF MAU I , He RECENTLY RETIRED FROM 

EMPLOYMENT WITH THE MAUI L.AND AND D INEAPPLE COMPANY, WHERE HE WAS 

EMPLOYED FOR OVER 45 YEARS, HlS WIFE, BORN IN THE PHILIPPINES IN 

1932, ENTERED THE UNITED STATES IN 1971. SHE, TOO, IS EMPLOYED 

by Maui Pine. Though retired, Mr. Costa continues to raise 

CATTLE ON LAND HE HAS MAINTAINED FOR MANY YEARS. The COUPLE OWN 

THEIR HOME, WHICH WAS ADPRAISED IN 1981 FOR $71,000, AS WELL AS 

34 ACRES OF PASTURE LAND. With THESE ASSETS, COUPLED WITH funds

HELD IN SAVINGS, MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS AND U.S, SAVINGS BONDS,



the Costas can assure their children a good home and education 

UNTIL THEIR SON AND DAUGHTER HAVE COMPLETED THEIR SCHOOLING AND 

ARE FINANCIALLY ABLE TO SUPPORT THEMSELVES.

Cirilo's and Wilma's parents have consented to, and 

IRREVOCABLY RELEASED THEIR CHILDREN FOR, ADOPTION BY Mr, COSTA 

and Mrs, Costa, the aunt of the children's natural father. The 

NATURAL PARENTS ARE AWARE THAT THEY ARE UNABLE TO ADEQUATELY 

PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDS OF THEIR FAMILY THROUGH THE HUSBAND'S 

OCCUPATION AS A TENANT FARMER. THE NATURAL PARENTS ARE CONFIDENT 

THAT THEIR SON AND DAUGHTER WILL RECEIVE TRUE PARENTAL LOVE, AS 

WELL AS SUFFICIENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR 

CHILDREN'S NEEDS PLUS A GOOD EDUCATION THAT THEY COULD NEVER HOPE 

TO EQUAL.

The Costas are understandably anxious to have their 

ADOPTED CHILDREN ENROLLED IN AMERICAN SCHOOLS. ClRILO, NOW AGE 

13, WILL BE ENTERING JUNIOR HIGH; HIS SISTER, WlLMA, JUST 

GRADUATED FROM HIGH SCHOOL AND IS LOOKING FORWARD TO ENTERING A

COLLEGE PREPARATORY PROGRAM ON MAU I BEFORE APPLYING FOR COLLEGE.
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Both children appear to be good students who have expressed a

STRONG DESIRE TO LEARN,

Mr, and Mrs, Costa are aware that both Cirilo and Wilma 

ARE AT AGES WHEREBY THE COUNSEL OF TWO STRONG PARENTS AND THE 

SECURITY OF A STABLE HOME ARE SIGNIFICANT TO THE CHILDREN'S 

DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH, THE CHILDREN WILL NO DOUBT BE BROUGHT 

INTO A VERY COMFORTABLE HOME AND GIVEN THE LOVE AND CARE OF A 

DEVOTED MOTHER AND FATHER,

8, 98 WILL GREATLY ENRICH THE LIVES OF FOUR INDIVIDUAL, 

Mr, and Mrs, Costa and their two adopted children, I would 

THEREFORE STRONGLY URGE THAT THE BILL BE GIVEN FAVORABLE 

CONSIDERATION,
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