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Honorable Henry L. Stimson, 
Secretary of War,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Secretary:

 The testimony which was taken before the so-called Roberts 
Commission and that currently being taken in the hearing now pending 
before the Army Pearl Harbor Board was recently made available to me.
Upon examining these records, to which none of the exhibits have been 
attached, I fail to find a disclosure of certain vital information which 
high Washington officials appear to have had prior to December 7, 1941, 
of the imminence of an attack by the Japanese. Such information was 
not made available to me in the exercise of my command in the Hawaiian 
Islands. As I understand that the Army Pearl Harbor Board is now about 
to complete its hearings and since this important factual data is not 
included in the testimony of the Board thus far furnished to me, I feel 
compelled to call this matter to your attention.

From statements in the records of these two hearings, it is to be 
noted that a knowledge of pertinent facts which are not later disclosed 
in the record is inferred. This important factual information is 
essential to a full appraisal of the situation. I specifically refer 
to the following instances: On pages 318 and 319 of the testimony taken
before the Roberts Commission the questions asked by Justice Roberts 
indicate that as chairman of the commission he was in possession of 
facts of the utmost importance to this case which pointed to a definite 
warning of an attack against Pearl Harbor which apparently was known to 
officials in Washington from certain intercepted Japanese code messages.
So far as I have been able to learn these facts are not a part of the 
record of these hearings.

Again in the testimony of Admiral Kimmel before the Army Pearl Harbor 
Board (Vol. XVI, page 1811) it is clearly indicated that certain vital 
information was in the hands of the War and Navy Departments regarding 
the imminence of an attack, which information was certainly not trans­
mitted to me. The information upon which he based this statement is 
likewise not a part of the record of the hearings. Without a doubt 
he would not have made such a statement if he did not have evidence to 
support it.

It is also respectfully pointed out that General Marshall had some 
important information on which he relied at the time he sent me the coded
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telegram (referred to at Vol. IV, page 309, of Pearl Harbor Board 
testimony) under date of December 7, 194-1, which unfortunately did not 
reach me until seven hours after the attack. The information upon 
which General Marshall must have relied in sending this message like-.. _ 
wise does not appear in the record before the Board thus far furnished
me.

The facts upon which these actions and statements were based clearly
go to the very essence of the present inquiry. I believe, therefore,
you will readily agree that a full and complete disclosure of all the 
information which was in the hands of Washington officials prior to 
December 7, 1941, with regard to the imminence of an attack, should be 
obtained and made a matter of record in the proceedings of the current 
investigation as they are of the utmost importance in appraising this 
entire situation.

As the perfecting of the record in this investigation is of course
of great importance to me personally, I urge that no steps be left
unturned to make a complete investigation of the same, so that all of 
the evidence concerning this matter is in the record of the hearings of 
the Board. It is therefore urgently requested that the Board delay the 
completion of its proceedings until such time as this can be accomplished. 
In this connection I request also that my counsel be given access to all 
War Department records which would be pertinent to this matter.

Furthermore, if a thorough investigation of the War Department records 
by the Board and by my counsel do not disclose the facts and evidence 
upon which the statements and actions above referred t o were made, I 
request that an appropriate call be made upon any other source which might 
have such pertinent information, particularly the Navy Department, and 
that they be required to furnish and make all such evidence available to 
the Board and to my counsel.

The War Department has denied my request to have a representative 
at the Board proceedings and to cross-examine witnesses and therefore 
unless my request herein is granted there is no means available to me by 
which I may be assured that all the pertinent evidence will be made 
available to the Board and to me.

Sincerely,

Walter C. Short,
Major General, U. S. Army, Retired.


