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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
February 5, 1929

The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the Hawaiian. Historical
Society was held Tuesday, February 5, 1929, in the Young Women’s
Christian Association rooms on Alakea Street, as alterations were
being made in the Library of Hawaii making the rooms of our society
unavailable.

Right Rev. Henry B. Restarick presiding.

‘The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Reports of the President, Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, and
the Historical Site Committee were read and approved. These re-
ports were ordered printed in the next issue of our Annual.

The Nominating Committee, by Mr. Arthur C. Alexander,
Chairman, made the following nominations:
For President, Right Rev.: Henry B. Restarick.

For three Trustees to serve until the annual meeting in 1931,
‘Walter F. Frear, Samuel W. King, Albert P. Taylor.

There being no further nominations, the Secretary was instructed
to cast the vote, and they were elected.

The following papers were read:

Some Early Commercial Adventurers of Hawaii, by Prof. R. S.
Kuykendall.

Lahaina: The Versailles of Old Hawaii, by Albert P. Taylor.

Hawaii’s Pioneers in Journalism, by Riley H. Allen.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

Epcar HENRIQUES,
Secretary.



. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

To the Members of the Hawaiian Historical Society,
Ladies and Gentlemen :

A modern definition of history is that it is a record of human
experience. In the past it has often been considered a record of
events, and while history must take cognizance of occurrences yet the
important matter is to consider them with reference to human develop-
ment or retrogression.

The history of Hawaii and indeed of the Polynesians is the trac-
ing if possible of their origin in Asia and the culture which they
brought with them and how they used it and added to it in the

development of a civilization which extended from Hawaii to New
Zealand.

The avowed object of this Society is to promote an interest in
all that pertains to Hawaii and the Pacific area. We have not the
funds, nor the trained men to do research work along the lines indi-
cated, but we should all be glad that the Bernice Pauahi Bishop
Mouseum has and is pursuing such research and in publications re-
vealing to us much that is important about what may be called the
pre-historic period, that is before 1779.

During the past year the members of this Society have not been
called together since the last annual meeting. The reason is that
the officers and some of the members gave much time and did earnest
work to prepare for and carry out the 150th anniversary of the dis-
covery of Hawaii by Captain Cook. It should be remembered that
the idea of that celebration originated at a meeting of the Trustees
of this Society, that at a meeting of the members a resolution was
passed that a committee be appointed to lay the matter before the
Governor; that he appointed members of this Society to prepare a
tentative program which he presented to the Legislature, and then
on their authorization he appointed a commission of five all of whom
were members of this Society, as were the advisory selected by the
Cagnmission.
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So it was from its inception to its final wonderful pageant, the
celebration was the work of this Society. I can assure you it was no
small work and you all should take a pride in the success of the whole
event.

The report of the committee on historic sites will be read. I call
your attention to the fact that five sites marked were the result of
the efforts of this Society, and for one of them this Society bore the
expense.

There is an article in our Constitution which provides for honor-
ary members. Your Trustees acting under Article I1 have by ballot
elected as honorary members three men. These are Joseph S. Emerson,
and Thomas G. Thrum, whose long membership and eminent service
to this Society has merited this recognition. The third man is Judge
F. W. Howay, who has contributed valuable papers and has always
been ready to give us valuable information about the Northwest Coast
and Hawaii, and has sent us important documents. It is most fit-
ting that these gentlemen should be recognized and honored.

We have one Benefactor, George R. Carter, the contributor of
$1000. We have 14 life members the contributors of $50 or $100 at
one time.

I call your attention to the need of more members. We have
now two hundred and fifty-three, Kauai members paying $1.00 a
year. If each member were interested and used a little effort he
could I believe obtain one member. As it is the President and Secre-
tary are almost the only ones who obtain new members. If any one
here would like to join the Society he can see the Secretary at the
close of the meeting.

Hoping that whatever officers you elect that the year will see an
advance in the usefulness of this Society,

Respectfully yours,
H. B. RESTARICK.



REPORT OF THE TREASURER
(Jan. 27, 1928, to Jan. 26, 1929)

INCOME
Balance General Account ...........ooooooieiee.nl $ 712.74
Life Membership ....oooooooeooeieeeeeeeeeee 251.00
Ihitiaton Fees v - nmnn 49.00
IVHES ovvnedrnmic s s et 430.00
Dues—Kauai Branch ... 7600
Dividends McBryde Bonds ... ..o 100.00
Dividends Pearl Harbor Yacht Club Stocks........ 12.50
Sale Reprints, Reports, etc ..o 302.67
DISBURSEMENTS

Honolulu Star-Bulletin

400 Pamphlets and Expenses .................._.... 183.46

125 Copies Reports and Correspondence of
the Minister of Foreign Relations and

ERPENSES coanonnsciriin s 60.00
400 Copies 36th Annual Report and Expenses 213.85
Books and Prints ... 47.61

Multigraph List & Letter Co.
(Notices, letters, plates, etc.) .cocoevcceveeeeee. 47.40

$1933.91

705.42

Miscellaneous ... 3.10
Transferred to Savings Account ... 150.00
Balance in General Fund ...

$1228.49



ENDOWMENT FUND

Receipts
Balance Savings Account ... 1032.58
Interest on Savings Account $20.10 and $34.50 54.70
By Sale Pearl Harbor Yacht Club Shares .......... 1017.36
Balance in Savings Account ... $2104.64
ASSETS
Two $1000.00 McBryde Bonds ... $2000.00
Cash—Savings Account .......o.ooooooooooooeeeeeeeenne . 2104.64
Cash—General Account . ... 1228.49
o0 01 1 e $5333.13

Respectfully submitted,

S. W. KING,

T'reasurer.
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
1928

To the Officers and Members of
The Hawaiian Historical Society,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Sesquicentennial of the discovery of Hawaii, and the intro-
duction of a course in Hawaiian History in the curriculum of the
schools, has brought a keen realization of the historical value of the
library and the publications of this Society. Not only is the material
in demand for research here, but there are many calls for our reports
and papers, and several sets have been sold or exchanged during the
year. I have recently compiled a list of the publications by number
and contents, which shows exactly how many copies of each item are
still available.

Since our last annual meeting 68 volumes have been accessioned
and cataloged; ten of which were books of historic interest trans-
ferred from the Library of Hawaii, and thirteen, volumes of bul-
letins, reports, and periodicals from the bindery.

Of the twelve volumes purchased the following are worthy of
special note:

“Journey to Lower Oregon and Upper California, 1848-49,” by
Rev. Samuel C. Damon; a beautifully bound volume compiled from
old files of “The Friend” and published by John J. Newbegin of San
Francisco, in a limited edition. '

f‘Captain Cook,” by Sir Walter Besant, a reprint of a work pub-
lished in London in 1890.

“Population Problems of the Pacific,” by Stephen H. Roberts
of the University of Melbourne. This careful study of the problems
of the changing Pacific is based on the vital and social conditions of

" the people.

“Honolulu: Sketches of Life, Social, Political and Religious in
the |Jawaiian Islands from 1828 to 1861”, by Laura Fish Judd, pub-
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lished by the Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 1928; a reprint celebrating
the centenary of the arrival in Hawaii of Dr. and Mrs. Gerrit P.
Judd.

“Pioneer Days in Hawaii”, by Rev. Oliver P. Emerson, which
is receiving great consideration from the leading journals in the East,
is a fascinating account of life in Waialua in days long gone by.

“British Columbia: the Making of a Province”, by Judge F.
W. Howay, the outstanding historian of the Northwest coast; a fully
illustrated volume of unusual interest.

Through second-hand catalogs I secured a copy of “The Boston
at Hawaii”, by Lucien Young; and a copy of ““The Tourists’ Guide
to the Hawaiian Islands”, compiled and edited by Henry M. Whitney
in 1890. An interesting comparison might be made between this
guide book and the recently acquired, “All About Hawaii: a
Standard Tourist Guide”, copyrighted by The Honolulu Star-Bul-
letin, 1928. |

In addition to the usual exchanges we have had a number of
valuable gifts:

From the Hawaiian Historical Commission “Hawaii in the
World War,” by Ralph S. Kuykendall and Lorin Tarr Gill; from
Mr. Gerrit P. Wilder a scrapbook of Hawaiiana which belonged
to his cousin Dudley C. Bates; from the Pan-Pacific Union, “The
Proceedings of the Food Conservation Conference held in Honolulu,
1924”, and “The Proceedings of the Women’s Conference held in
Honolulu, 1928”.

Eighteen volumes from the library of Rev. Henry H. Parker in-
clude: “Ke Alaula”, a complete bound file of an illustrated periodical,
published for the children of Hawaii, 1866-1873. The text is en-
tirely in the Hawaiian language. A Biography of Hon. Joseph K.
Nawahi written in the Hawaiian language by J. G. M. Sheldon.
“The Islands of the Pacific”, by Rev. James M. Alexander; “Ha-
wailan Life; Lazy Letters from Low Latitudes”, from the pen of
Charles Warren Stoddard; and two Dictionaries of the Maori lan-
guage.

From Mr. James T. Phillips we have received “The Cruise of
the' Alert in Patagonian and Polynesian Waters,” by R. W. Coppin-
ger, M. D., Staff-Surgeon in the Royal Navy, published in ®ondon,



12

1883; and a bound volume of “The Saturday Magazine”, London,
1833-1843, containing many articles on the Sandwich Islands. Mr,
Phillips has also given us a large number of pamphlets and reports
which have completed files. He has rendered the Society a great
service in compiling “A Preliminary Check-List of the Printed Re-
ports and Correspondence of the Minister of Foreign Relations of
the Government of the Hawaiian Islands from 1845-1862.”

Mrs. Julie Judcf Swanzy presented the library with “Fragments
IIT and IV” of the “Records of the House of Judd”, and two pamph-
lets: “Ship Parthian, 1828-1928”, containing the full program of the
centenary service commemorating the arrival of the Parthian in Hono-
lulu, which was held in Kawaiahao Church March 31, 1928; and
“Kuakini and Hulihee; the story of the Kailua Palace in Kona,”
written by Jane L. Winne and published by the Daughters of Ha-
wail. -/
In exchange for some duplicates, Mr. John A. Ferguson of
Sydney, Australia, sent a copy of Woodes-Rogers’ “Cruising Voyage
Round the World”, and an illustrated pamphlet ““The Captain Cook
Monument at Whitby”, England, where the great circumnavigator
served his apprenticeship; and a very fine ‘“Bibliography of Captain
James Cook”, compiled by librarians in New South Wales. These
two items supplement material on the Cook Sesquicentennial celebra-
tion presented by Bishop Restarick; and the .coin presented by the
Cook Sesquicentennial Commission.

Among the many splendid publications of the Bishop Museum,
so generously donated, it is gratifying to find “Ancient Tahiti”, by
Teuira Henry. In the second preface to the book Professor Alexan-
der says, “There is no book in existence which covers the ground occu-
pied by this account of a most attractive and interesting country and
people.” ‘Those of us who knew Miss Henry when she lived in
Honolulu, will rejoice that her urgent wish to have the manuscript
printed has been fulfilled.

Respectfully submitted, )

CAROLINE P. GREEN,

* Librarian.
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REPORT OF HISTORICAL SITE COMMITTEE

This is the second report of the Historical Site Committee.

As far as your Committee is aware, there are now nine historical
places marked in the Islands. Six more tablets were provided for by
the Legislature of 1925. These have arrived and are now being
placed under the direction of the Department of Public Works, Mr.
Bigelow says that the design of the frame of these tablets was drawn
with the idea of adopting it as a standard for all plaques erected by
the Territory. It is a beautiful work of art, and Mr. Bigelow should
have the thanks of our Society.

Historical Sites Marked

1. Missionary Church at Kailua, Hawaii, to Henry Opuka-
haia, the first Hawaiian Christian;

2. Birthplace of Kamehameha III, at Keauhou, Hawaii,
erected by the Daughters of Hawaii;

3. Battle of Nuuanu, 1795, Establishing the Kamehameha
Dynasty, erected by the Daughter® of Hawaii;

4. Napoopoo, Hawaii, Cairn, where first recorded Christian
burial was held, erected by the citizens of Kona, Ha-
waili ;

5. Kealakekua Bay, Hawaii, marking the spot where Cap-
tain Cook was killed February 14, 1779, dedicated by
the Cook Sesquicentennial Commission ;

6. Kaawaloa, Hawaii, Heiau where Captain Cook’s bones
- were separated from the flesh, erected by the Ha-
waiian Historical Society;

7. Former Court and Parliament House, Honolulu, placed
by American Factors, Ltd., on their own building;

8. Landing Place of Captain 'Cook at Waimea, Kauai,
erected by the citizens of Kauai;

9. Napoopoo, Hawaii, Stone, in memory of Henry Opukahaia,
erected by -
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Tablets Now Being Placed by the Superintendent of Public Works,
Territory of Hawaii

1. Heiaus of Poliahu and Malae; and
2. The Menchune Ditch at Waimea, Kauai;

3. Iao Valley, Maui, marking one of the greatest battlefields
in Hawaiian history;

4.5, Heiaus of Puukohola and Mailekini, at Kawaihae, Ha-
wail ;

6. Condemning and Cleaning the Heiau of Upo at Kailua,
Oahu.

Although your Society has not marked many places of historical
interest, it has been instrumental in seeing that they are marked.
Five of the above fifteen are due to the efforts of your Committee.

Your Committee suggests that our Society stand sponsor for a
Bill to be passed by the next Legislature appropriating sufficient
funds for marking th¥ following places:

1. Pohukaina, the tomb of the Chiefs and Royalty in the
Palace Grounds up to 1864, when their remains were
moved to the Royal Mausoleum, Nuuanu;

Honolulu Fort Site, where now stands Pier 11;
Thomas Square;
Princess Ruth’s Home, now Central Grammar School ;

. Site of Oahu Charity School;

ARl

Former Royal Barracks,

Respectfully submitted,
EDGAR HENRIQUES,

Chairman.
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SOME EARLY COMMERCIAL ADVENTURERS OF
HAWAII

By R. 8. Kuykendall

Executive Secretary, Hawaiian Historical Commission

In this paper I propose to relate some incidents in the commer-
cial history of Hawaii during the early years of the reign of Kameha-
meha III. ‘These incidents all have to do with the commercial
operations of two men: the native chief Boki,® governor of the island
of Oahu, and the half-Hawaiian, half-Spaniard George Marina, one
of the sons of the well-known Don Francisco de Paula Marin. The
period in which these incidents occurred was one in which the
economic development of the kingdom was being shifted gradually
from a sandalwood to a whaling basis. Hawaii was also becoming
more and more important as a center for a general trade extending
to all parts of the northern Pacific (China, the Russian settlements
in Kamchatka and Alaska, the Spanish settlements along the Amer-
ican coast) and to many of the islands in the south Pacific. This
foreign trade was carried on mostly by American and English firms
through agents established in Honolulu, but the Hawaiian chiefs
occasionally tried their hands at the game—without very conspicuous
success. In the same period (the opening years of the reign of Ka-
mehameha III), the Hawaiian chiefs were called upon to pay the
fiddler for the orgy of buymg in which they had indulged during the
preceding reign.

The reign of Liholiho had been a flush time for the sandalwood
traders. Restraint was thrown to the winds, and the New England
houses interested in this trade did their best to keep the speculating

1 William Richards, in a letter dated May 20, 1828, in which he discusses the
question of the proper orthography of the Hawaiian language, gives the following
account of Boki's name: “I would just remark respecting the name of Boki that even
according to our present rules it may be spelt with the B for the name is of foreign
origin. His original name was Ilio-punahele, that is, favourite dog. When the king
became acquainted with a large American dog named Boss, he immediately changed
the name of the young chief from Ilio-punahele to Boss, which in native language is
Boki, proncunced by ¢9/100 of the people Poki.” (Missionary Letters, 1II, 72s.
These missionary letters are a typewritten collection in the Carter Library, Honolulu
copied from the originals in the archives of the A. B. C. F. M, in Boston. This type-
written collection contains the letters and parts of letters that were not printed in the
Missionary Herald.) L
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spirit at fever heat among the Hawaiian chiefs. They sent out every-
thing from pins and scissors to carriages and sailing ships; and since
the competition was keen, they accepted in payment not only sandal-
wood but anything else of substantial and negotiable value, including
duly attested promissory notes. And the chiefs were not slow about
buying. At first the sandalwood furnished a convenient medium of
exchange, but in a few years this became scarce and difficult to get
and the chiefs had to drive their people hard in order to satisfy the
clamorous demands of their creditors. Still they kept buying, led on
by a species of salesmanship in which these Yankee traders were adept.
One of the missionaries describes the situation. In speaking of Gov-
ernor Kaikioewa of Kauai, he says:

He is remarkably fond of purchasing novelties, & almost whatever is
offered by foreigners, with little regard either to the cost or the utility of the
article. This propensity to buy, seems indeed, to be deeply rooted in most
of the chiefs. . . . (Some of the foreigners who trade here, are too well
acquainted with this trait in their character.) For however bitterly they
may complain, of dilatory payments, & want of veracity, & integrity in the
natives, they urge upon them things which they do not want; & for which,
they have no means of paying, but by imposing new burdens upon the
people.?

]

‘Whatever may be thought of the activities of these traders, con-
sidered abstractly from the ethical standpoint, the fact remains that
they were carried on with remarkable success over a period of years,
the traders getting large profits both in cash and barter and in
promises to pay at some future date. By the time Kamehameha III
came to the throne, the dehts of the Hawaiian chiefs to American
traders had risen to $150,000 or $200,000, a figure which was really

enormous, considering the circumstances.

To aid them in collecting these debts, the traders urged the United
States government to send a warship to the islands; and this was one
of the reasons for the visits of the armed schooner Dolphin (Lieuten-
ant John Percival) in the spring of 1826 and the sloop of war
Peacock (Captain T. A. C. Jones) in the fall of the same year.
After some negotiations an agreement was reached in December,
1826. The governing chiefs duly acknowledged their indebtedness

2{‘. J. Gulick to J. Evarts, Waimea, Kauai, Feb. 18, 1830. (Missionary Letters,
I11, B14.)
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to the amount of about $150,000® and an arrangement was made
which promised a speedy payment of the entire amount.

The burden of seeing that these debts were paid fell most heavily
on Kalanimoku, who was the chief fiscal officer of the government,
and on his brother Boki, governor of the island of Oahu. Kalanimoku
died in the early part of 1827 and hence additional responsibility fell
on the shoulders of Governor Boki. I have referred to this matter
of the debts because it is an essential part of the setting of the story
and because I am satisfied that Boki’s commercial operations were
undertaken, in part at least, for the purpose of obtaining funds with
which to liquidate these obligations. Other men were making large
profits in trade. Why should he not do the same?

IT

During the greater part of 1827 Boki devoted himself with
reasonable diligence to the business of collecting sandalwood to ap-
ply on the old debts.* But it was difficult to keep the people work-
ing at this irksome task. Furthermore, Boki was at the focus and
in a measure the victim of cross currents which pulled him this way
and that. Paying the old debts was a favor to the American traders;
but Boki’s sympathies and natural affiliation were with the English
party headed by Richard Charlton, the British consul. This fact
tended to place him in opposition not only to the American traders
(who were constantly prodding him about the debts) but also to the
American missionaries (though he tried to maintain a friendly attitude
toward them) and to Kaahumanu (the real ruler of the country) and
other chiefs who were under missionary influence. And it must not
be forgotten that Boki had political ambitions which nearly involved
the nation in civil war. I can illustrate the situation by quoting from
two letters written in 1827: the first by Elisha Loomis, the mis-
sionary printer and a shrewd observer, who was in the United States
in the summer of that year. He says:

When I left Oahu Kalaimoku lay at the point of death cheered &
consoled by the hopes of a glorious immortality. (Through the influence
of the English Consul, fears were entertained that Boki might when Kalai-
moku was dead, take up arms against Kaahumanu, who is hated by Mr.

. * Some years later Captain Jones stated that the amount was $500,000 and it is so
given in some books; but available contemporary documents prove that the amount
could not have been much if any in excess of $150,000,

. * There are frequent references in the letters of J. C. Jones to Boki's activities
in the collecting of sandalwood. Boki and the King (of whom Boki was the pe‘aonal
guardian) spent much time in the mountains directing the people in their work.

i L]
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Charlton and other foreigners because she is a determined enemy to wicked-
ness). We have no confidence in Boki, altho’ he professes to be our friend.
He is entirely under the influence of Mr. Charlton, a bitter enemy to mis-
- &
sions.

In September, 1827, John C. Jones, who besides being the Amer-
ican commercial agent in Hawaii was also a trader and the local agent
for the Boston firm of Marshall and Wildes, wrote a long letter in
his usual style, in the course of which he said:

The natives now begin to feel the weight of paying their old debts for
other people, and grumble most dreadfully. I shall continue to press them
to new exertions, and hope they may be induced to pay all; they have many
advisers to tell them that America cannot compel them to pay, that the debts
will soon be outlawed, &c., which has a bad tendency indeed, amongst these
advisers is Mr. Charlton, who is most bitter against the Americans, is a
worse liar and more unprincipled a fellow than ever was . . . Since the
arrival of the English ship from Canton consigned to him, he has done all
in his power to injure the Americans, . . . You cannot conceive the vilany
and intrigue that has been going on. This Charlton has always been the
Snake in the grass, his rascality is now blazoned out, and he receives the
contempt of all honest men. I wish he was off, I have borne with him as
yet, but cannot much longer.®

It is fair to say, not in defence of Mr. Charlton but in ex-
planation of the other party, that in certain quarters Mr. Jones was
described in terms very similar to those which he applied to his
British colleague. These two men were the official representatives
of their governments and were two of the leading traders in Hawaii
at that time.

I11

Boki’s trading operations (so far as present evidence indicates)
began on an extensive scale in the summer of 1827, not long after the
death of his brother Kalanimoku. On June 27, the English ship
Tinemouth arrived at Honolulu with a cargo from Canton,” the
first English trader that ever came to these islands for sandalwood.?
The cargo was consigned to Richard Charlton; Governor Boki bought
the whole of it and opened a retail store in Honolulu. The Amer-
ican traders saw at once the effect which this transaction was likely
to have on their interests. Thus Stephen Reynolds writes on July 5:

'; E. Loomis to J. Evarts, Baltimore, June 24, 1827. (Missionary Letters, I1II,
838).
¢ J. C. Jones to Dixey Wildes, Oahu, Sept. 30, 1827. (Josiah Marshall MSS,
Harvard College Library).
7 Journal of Stephen Reynolds. (Thrum’s Annual, 1901, p. 79).
8 f C. Jones to Josiah Marshall, Oahu, July zo, 1827. (Marshall MSS).
LY
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Report says the king and Boki bought the cargo and are to pay sandal-
wood therefor immediately. The ship proceeds direct to Canton and will
return as speedily as possible. I am afraid we shall never get any more
pay for old debts.!

And John C. Jones says:

. the English ship Tinmouth . . . has brought a cargo to this place
from the house of Robinson & Co. of Canton. The cargo is not of the first
quality but Govr. Poki has bought the whole and opened a retail shop
in the Wooden House which formerly stood on the point, which is now
removed directly back of our house and has been fitted up in the most
elegant style at a cost of no less than 4000 dollars. How Poki is to pay
for this Cargo is hard to determine. Our Friend Charlton has the Consign-
ment. I think myself there will be a long tail to it, all the chiefs are much
dissatisfied with the Governor. I think he has got himself into a scrape!
He has paid me since you left [i.e. over a period of six months] all that he
was indebted and for articles which he purchased afterwards about 400
pickuls. he now owes us on the Neo voyage about 500 pks. which is ready
at Whymaah Had not the English ship arrived we should have made an
elegant voyvage in the Neo, as it is shall do well.”

Somewhat later in the year (1827) Boki opened a hotel in the
same building in which his store was located, giving it the name
“Blonde Hotel”. A certain Eugene Sullivan had charge of this
hostelry from December, 1827, to December, 1829. The building
used by the Governor for his store and hotel was one that had been
given to him by Kaahumanu. It was a two-story wooden building
with a balcony in front and had been occupied by Lord Byron while
he was in Honolulu in 1825. The name that Boki bestowed on the
establishment came, naturally, from the British frigate Blonde, in
which he and the other survivors of King Liholiho’s party had re-
turned from England.!!

We have no means of knowing very definitely how successful
the Governor’s store and hotel proved to be. It is quite likely, how-
ever, that the competition of other similar establishments prevented
the realization of very large profits. At any rate we find Boki the
next year seeking new markets, Early in June, 1828, he entered into
an agreement with Thomas Meek, master of the brig Chinchilla, and
George Marina, master of the brig Tamorolanu, for a trading voyage

® Thrum’s Annual, 1901, p. 79.

19 Jones to Dixey Wildes, Oahu, July 20, 1827. (Marshall MSS).

1 C, 8. Stewart, Visit to the South Seas (New York, 1831), II 115; Fugene Sulh
van to J. C. Iones, Feb. 9, 1839 (Archives of Hawau, F. O. Ex) ‘Wm. Do

to Levi Woodbury, Secretary of the Navy, Valparaiso, Oct. 26, 1832 (Captams et-
ters, Navy Department, Washington),
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to the Russian settlements in Alaska. By this agreement it was pro-
vided

that the said Brig Tamorolanu being laden with a quantity of salt and other
articles on freight, (not herein mentioned) the two last contracting parties
do hereby engage to conduct the said vessel . . . unto Norfolk Sound . . .
and there dispose of the salt for the interest of all concerned and to the
best advantage; and then load the said Brig with spars, saw logs & fire-
wood, . . . together with as much fish as can be procured, and having so
la;:len the said Brig to return with all convenient speed to these Sandwich
Islands.

For and in consideration of which, the said Thomas Meek and George
Marina are to receive one half the proceeds of the Salt, and freight to Nor-
folk Sound, and one half the spars and other articles which may be brought
from thence to this Island of Wahoo. . . .*

At about the same time or a few months later, Boki fitted out
and dispatched the brigs Ainoa and Kamehameha to Manilla and
Canton in charge of the chief Manuia. Among the articles sent to
the Chinese market in this venture were about a thousand seal skins
and five or six hundred piculs of sandalwood. While fitting out the
expedition Boki borrowed some $800 from Richard Charlton. At
Canton the Ainoa was sold at auction. From the fragmentary in-
formation we have about this venture it appears that Manuia made
purchases in Canton to the amount of about $1200 in excess of the
avails of the voyage and consequently had to borrow money on drafts
of the Sandwich Islands government or of Governor Boki.'3

Boki embarked upon still another trading enterprise during this
year 1828 or in the early part of 1829, a consignment of goods sent
to Tahiti for sale in charge of a native Hawaiian. There is some
reason for thinking that this consignment may have been taken to Ta-
hiti in the brig Adinoa while the latter vessel was on her way to
China. Rev. C. S. Stewart, chaplain of the U. S. Ship Vincennes,
on his visit to Tahiti in August, 1829, found a little shop which had
been set up by Boki’s agent “for the disposal of Chinese goods, blank
books, stationery, slates, pencils, &c., and various articles of hardware,

12 The original agreement, dated June 9, 1828, is in the Archives of Hawaii, Hist.
& Misc.

3 Eliab Grimes to Josiah Marshall, Qahu, July zo, 1828 (Marshall MSS); R
Charlton to the King, March 11, 1840 (Archives of Hawaii, F. O. & Ex.); Account
Sales Charges and Net Proceeds of the Brig Ennore [Ainoa] Sold this day at Public
Auction by Markurich & Lane on account of the Sandwich Island Government by
Order of General Manuia, their representatwe here, Macao, Jan. 1, 1829 (Archives
of Hawaii, F. 0. & Ex.); Colonel Manuia in account current with Robertson Cullen &

, Canton, April 13, 1830 (Archives of Hawaii, Hist. & Misc.,, Marin Papers). The
bn . Ainoa was commonly called the Inore by the furelgn traders. It is possible that the

ehameha did not go to China, although two of the foregoing references speak of
her as being fitted out for China.
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all in demand here, and purchased for cocoanut oil and arrowroot.”
Stewart adds: “It is not believed, however, from the character of
the agent, that this attempt in commercial enterprise will prove very
profitable to the governor.””1* It may be this enterprise that William
Sumner refers to in the statement of his services to the Hawaiian
government.

On May 21st, 1829, Governor Boki gave me charge of the brig Neo,
bound for Tahiti, to recover a cargo of goods sent to that place by a chief
named Kamanohu, which cargo, at that time, was supposed to be lost. I
accordingly proceeded on the voyage and on arrival at Tahiti found the
cargo above alluded to had been sold, and that the proceeds were likely
soon to be squandered away by Kamanohu. I remonstrated with him and
after much persuasion and exertion to buy a full cargo of coconut oil, a
quantity of wood for furniture, etc,, with the money he then had, but which
very shortly would have beeen expended by him in drunkenness and prof-
ligacy. This oil I had to bring in bamboos, having neither cooper nor
casks on board. I arrived back here September 23rd, 1829.®

While engaged in these trading ventures, Governor Boki was
also attempting, with the aid of some of his foreign friends, to run a
sugar plantation on the island of Oahu. There is not space here to go
into the details of that affair. It is sufficient to say that it was a

failure.

Whatever Boki’s object may have been in embarking upon these
various enterprises, the immediate effect was to interfere with the
payment of the old debts and to increase his personal obligations. In
October, 1829, the U. S. Ship Fincennes (Captain W. B. Finch)
arrived at Honolulu on a friendly visit which continued somewhat
over a month. The American traders requested his aid in obtaining a
new settlement of the old debts. A conference was held and on
November 2 the King, Governor Boki, Kaahumanu, and other chiefs
signed two notes in settlement of the claims: one for 4,700 piculs of
sandalwood at seven dollars per picul (this being the amount still
unpaid of the debts acknowledged in 1826); and one for 2,165
piculs of sandalwood (this being the amount still due on the brig
Kamehameha, which had been purchased by the King in February,
1828). At seven dollars per picul, the face value of these notes was

$48,000.16

% Stewart, op. cit.,, II, 2of,

18 Thrum’s Annual, 1907, p. 71.

18 A full account, with copies of all the documents, is in Captain Finch’s Cruise in
the U. S. S. Vincennes, Navy Department archives. See also Stewart, op. cit., II,

z11f. The original of one of the notes (the larger one) is in the Archives of Hgwaii,
F. O. & Ex.
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Of this amount, Boki as governor of Oahu would be held re-
sponsible for the payment of one-fourth. Since this took account
only of old debts to American traders, Boki in addition was faced
with the obligation to pay his personal debts growing out of his recent
trading speculations and certain political activities which we have not
referred to, much of this personal debt being due to Richard Charl-
ton and other English traders. The outlook was made more dis-
couraging by the fact that sandalwood was now very scarce, and
most of what remained was of poor quality so that it was now
reckoned at only seven dollars per picul, whereas in 1826 it had
been reckoned at ten dollars.

But to Boki's way of thinking, the old saying that it is darkest
just before the dawn must have seemed demonstrated just at this
moment, for in this very month of November, 1829, a ship arrived
at Honolulu from Sydney, New South Wales, with a report that
sandalwood in abundance had been found on the island of Erromanga
in the New Hebrides group. To understand how such a report
would be received, it is necessary to notice the history of Pacific
Ocean trade in that period. For thirty years sandalwood had been
one of the principal exports from the islands within the ocean and
had brought wealth to those engaged in the trade (as well as occa-
sional disaster). The trade had been carried on first in Fiji (at its
height 1805-1815) and then in Hawaii (at its height 1815-1825).
The report about sandalwood in the New Hebrides was true, as later
developments proved. It had been discovered there about 1825, but
since trade in the south Pacific was carried on chiefly by ships from
Salem, Massachusetts, and from Sydney, very few of which ever came
to Hawalii, it is not strange that the report did. not reach here until
1829. In this trade, which was one of exploitation, the greatest
profits came to those who were first in the field. The people of
Hawaii were well acquainted with the details of the business. Looked
at in this light, Boki’s decision to send an expedition to Erromanga
and the speed and extent of his preparations—the whole enterprise,
in fact—loses much of that rash and desperate character which is
commonly ascribed to it, and is seen to have been a rational proceed-
ing; though it may be conceded that there was some mismanage-
ment in connection with it.

® It is not my purpose to give an account of Boki’s famous expedi-
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tion. The details of it, so far as they can be ascertained, are set out
in various places.!™ The expedition was a complete and horrifying
failure, a disaster without parallel in the whole recorded history of
these islands. When Boki went on board the good brig Kameha-
meha and sailed away from Honolulu in December, 1829, he stepped
forever off the stage of Hawaiian history together with more than
four hundred of his followers. But there are some points in connec-
tion with the enterprise which may be worth noting.

Though the adventure was planned by Boki, it seems to have
had the approval of King Kauikeaouli, who was perhaps more ma-
ture than his age (sixteen years) would imply. There exist in the
Archives of Hawaii two documents connected with this affair and
both of them bear the signature of the King as well as that of Gov-
ernor Boki. This suggests that Boki did not at first intend to accom-
pany the expedition, since it is entirely improbable that the King
would favor such a step. One of these documents, dated November
30, 1829, is an agreement or contract with Thomas Blakesley who
apparently went on the expedition as sailing master of the Kameha-
meha; it provides that Blakesley shall receive $4,500 in case the ven-
ture is a success. Blakesley on his part avows ‘“‘that Sandalwood may
be got sufficient to render a profit to the Undertakers.” From this it
may be inferred that he was the person who brought the report from
Sydney.

The other document is more interesting. It is addressed to the
commander of the Karimoku (Becket) and reads literally as follows:

You having the Command of our Vessell of War the Karimoku will
proceede in Company and under the Directions of James [sic] Blakesley
Comander of the Brig Tameahamea to Certain Islands in the South Seas
which are now in an Uncultivated State and prevail on the Inhabitants to
Except of our protection by them taking the oath of alegiance and allowing
our colours to be hoisted and for them to Concider themselves under our
protection to have all the previlladeges of our Subjects at the Sandwich
Islands and Should any vessell or people molest them or making war on
them you will render them all the assistance in Your power the Same as
if the made war against us at the Sandwich Islands and in Case of Captur-
ing any Vessell that are at war against those people you will put Sufficient
people on bord and send her with all Speed to Oahu for Our adjudication

17 See, for example, the account in Bingham, Residence . . . in the Sandwich
Islands, 361-362; Jarves, History of the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands, 288-z90;
Manley Hopkins, Haewaii (2 ed.), 222-225; Polynesian, Aug. 22, 1840; Missipnary
Herald, XXVII, 121-122 (by Levi Chamberlain); a brief account in Kuykendall? His-
tory of Hawaii, 129-130.
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You will also Receve on bord our Ambasidore [blank] who will proceed
with you to the above Islands and there you will abide by any future orders
you may receve from him.

Tamehameha 3rd (Seal)
Governor Boki (Seal)

If these documents are authentic (and the misspelled words do
not prove a lack of authenticity), we have here an early antecedent of
that grand policy of a Polynesian confederation which had some
fascination for so practical a man as Robert Crichton Wyllie in the
middle of the century and which came to a serio-comic climax in the
reign of Kalakaua under the guidance of Walter Murray Gibson.

In view of the ill-success which attended Boki's efforts, one
might judge that he had little or no business ability. There is some
evidence to the contrary. The fact that he was appointed to the
governorship of the island of Qahu (commercially the most im-
portant in the group) by Kamehameha I, who was a shrewd judge
of men, is in itself of some significance. On Saturday, October 31,
1829, Captain Finch of the U. S. Ship ¥incennes had a private con-
ference with the King and Governor Boki on matters of business.
Stewart says of this conference:

The interview continued the greater part of the day; and, on return-
ing to the ship in the evening, he [Captain Finch] expressed great regret,
that I could not have been with him. The development of native intellect,
and evidences of a capacity for the management of financial and govern-
mental affairs, exhibited on this occasion, he considers decidedly the most
interesting that have yet come under his notice.

He was greatly delighted with the dignified and businesslike manner
in which the king, as well as Boki, entered upon the exposition of their com-
mercial relations; and with the intelligence and ability of both, in the dis-
cussion of the subject, during the interviw."

Boki’s lack of success was no doubt due in part to his lack of skill
in commercial manipulations, but his failures and his disastrous end are
to be ascribed in no small degree to fortuitous circumstances over
which he had very little control. His lack of skill is not surprising
in view of the fact that trade was comparatively a new thing to the
Hawaiian ; whereas it was bred into his American and British com-

petitors.
o
18 Stewart, op. cit.,, II, 211-212,
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IV

The reference already made to the contract of June 9, 1828, be-
tween Governor Boki and Captains Thomas Meek!? and George
‘Marina suggests the existence of a partnership between the two last
named. We are here interested only in Marina, but his activities in
this period are bound up with those of Captain Meek. We do not
know when the partnership was formed. When we first become ac-
quainted with it, in 1828, the concern was operating two vessels, the
brig Chinchilla and the brig Kamahalolani,?® apparently in a general
trading and freighting business to various part of the Pacific. Their
primary interest was probably in the South Seas trade, which con-
sisted in the collection of béche-de-mer or trepang, pearl-shell, tortoise-
shell, coconut oil, sandalwood, and other products of the tropical
islands and reefs, which found their principal market in China.2!

In the early part of August, 1830, the two brigs arrived at
Honolulu from the South Seas, the Kamahalolani under command
of Marina and the Chinchilla under command of Meek. One or both
of the vessels had on board some natives of Wallis Island.22 About
the operations of Marina and Meek from the fall of 1830 to the
spring of 1832 we have fairly detailed information, derived mainly

1® Captain Thomas Meek was a New England man who as early as 1811 was
engaged in the fur trade along the northwest coast of America. Later he was a
resident of the Hawaiian Islands. He died in Marblehead, Mass., in 1840, at the age
of 60 years. He must not be vonfused with Captain John Meek, a somewhat younger
man, who lived in Honolulu for many years and died there in 1875 at a very ad-
vanced age. ¥

20 This vessel is variously called Kamahalolani, Kamalolani, Kamohelelani, Kamo-
ralana, Tamoralana, Tamorolanu, and Tamahourelanne. 1 have seen all of these
spellings, and doubtless there are others. The spelling used in the text ieems to be
the one preferred by Mr. Thos. G. Thrum.

2t Qld Slade, cited below, says (p. 49) that in ‘“the Kamoralana, a brig belonging
to the government of the Sandwich Islands [Marina] had boxed-hauled it along the
Fejee Islands, and others in the vicinity, for three years”, prior to 1831.

22 This is an inference from the following data. In a List of Arrivals (Carter
Library, Hawaiian Collection, No. 334) the Kamoholelani, Geo. Marine, is set down
as arriving from the *“S. Sea Islands” on August 2, 1830, and the Chinchilla, Meek,
is set down as arriving from “Fanning’s island &ec.” on August 4. Mrs. G. P. Judd,
in her journal (Fragments, IV, 39) under date August 4, 1830, says: “Kinau tells
me this evening that she has seen the natives from the Feegee Islands today,”. and
then goes on to tell something about them. Later on (p. 51) Mrs. Judd writes, under
date September 29, 1830, “We have just had a visit from the natives from the Feegee
Islands,” and she gives some account of the interview. Though they are spoken of
-as natives of the ‘“Feegee Islands,” Mrs. Judd says (p. s2), “They expect to return
soon to their own island the name of which they call Oea;” this is probably Uea or
Uvea, which is Wallis Island. Knowledge of South Seas geography was rather vague
at that period. We know, from the books cited below, that Marina at least had been
at Wallis Island as well as the Fijis. It is much more likely that he would take on
natives of Wallis Island than natives of the Fiji Islands; the latter had a gy mur-
derous reputation. Wallis Island is not very far from the Fiji group.
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’

from two small books, now very rare, written or dictated by two
men who were participants in much of this history. It will be worth
while to give some account of these two books and their authors.

The earlier of the two is entitled Old Slade; or, Fifteen Years
Adventures of a Sailor.?3 Slade’s story is briefly as follows:

He was born in New Hampshire in 1807 and was well brought
up, but from an early age had a strong inclination to go to sea. About
1828, when he had scarcely attained his majority, he left home and
shipped as a sailor on the whaling ship Canton of New Bedford,
bound for the Pacific Ocean. In this ship, Slade visited the Ha-
wailan Islands in November, 1829. He was at Maui, undoubtedly
at Lahaina, when the U. S. sloop of war FVincennes arrived at that
port on November 7, 182924 and he was at Honolulu while Gov-
ernor Boki was getting the Kamehameha and the Becket ready for
his famous expedition to Erromanga.2® From here he went on to the
sperm whale fishing grounds off the coast of Japan, and returned to
Honolulu in March, 1830. He then left the Canton and remained on
shore about eight months for the sake of his health.2¢ At this point he
joined a trading venture gotten up by Captain George Marina and the
rest of his book is an account of his experiences while serving as
Marina’s clerk. Qld Slade reads like a fantastic bit of South Seas
romancing, but the main incidents are corroborated by the book men-
tioned in the next paragraph and by scattered fragments of evidence
from still other sources.

The second book, entitled W reck of the Glide, with Recollec-
tions of the Fijiis, and of Wallis Island,®™ is an account of the ad-
venturessof James Oliver, a member of the crew of the ship Glide,

2 (Qld Slade; or, Fifteen Years Adventures of a Sailor: including a residence
among cannibals on Wallace Islands, and sketches of other parts of the north and
south Pacific Oceans. Edited by Charles W. Denison, editor of the “Sheet Anchor.”
[Stories of the Sea. Number 1.] (Boston: Published by John Putnam, 81 Cornhill,
1844. Pp. 108.)

2 Old Slade, 37; Captain Finch’s Cruise in the U. S. S. Vincennes, Navy Depart-
ment archives, The whaleship Canton is included in a “List of Vessels found at
Lahaina by the U. S. S. Vincennes, and arrivals after her entrance. November 7th,
1829.”

2% Old Slade, 39. This was just at the end of November and beginning of Decem-
ber, 1829.

% Old Slade, 39, 41f. In the List of Arrivals cited above, note 22z, the date of the
Canton’s arrival is given as March 19, 1830.

27 Wreck of the Glide, with Recollections of the Fijiis, and of Wallis Island, (New
York and London: Published by Wiley & Putnam. 1848. Pp. 203.) An earlier
edition, with slightly different title, contains only the first 122 pages. The part which
relates Qirectly to our subject begins on page 123.






