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STATEMENT OF HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ (D-TX)
RE: TROOP SURGE PROPOSAL
January 5, 2007

CONTACT: CATHY TRAVIS, (202) 225-7742

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman Solomon P. Ortiz, incoming
Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee's Subcommittee on
Readiness and Military Construction, today denounced the proposed troop
surge in Iraq (of approximately 20,000 troops), which was attributed to
President George Bush in news stories today, and which is purportedly
expected in his "official" announcement next week. Ortiz' statement
follows:

Sending more troops to Iraq is exactly the wrong message, for this country,
for the Iraqis and for the world. It is a profoundly bad idea on so many
levels.

What is their mission? More of the same? How long will they stay? As the
Iraq Study Group said, the situation in Iraq is dire and disintegrating. More
troops mean more targets for all sides in this expanding civil war. I have
grave doubts about the wisdom or effectiveness of a troop surge.

What equipment will they use? Our equipment is in dicey shape, with a
huge backlog of un-repaired equipment. Sending more troops over there
will severely strain our ability to provide troops with necessary weapons,
body armor, vehicles, and other protective gear.

Where do we get them? Our services are broken, literally ... recruitment is
suffering. We'd have to call up units that have just recently returned or
worse, extend the "backdoor draft" - keeping soldiers expecting to depart
Iraq there longer. We've done that far, far too much. For the force to be
ready, they must be rested between deployments and trained.

Our military leadership has serious doubts about the effectiveness of a troop
increase; several have urged against it. The President is the Commander in
Chief of the Armed Forces: but it is the Congress which makes the policies
for the matters relating to the defense of the United States. Congress is co-
equal to the president ... and we intend to work together with the President




and the Pentagon leadership to determine the best way to work through the
difficult situation in which our nation is now embroiled.

We ask the Almighty for His help and guidance as Congress proceeds in
these matters - and we invoke his name in the protection for our men and
women in Iraq and in Afghanistan - and elsewhere around the world. Our
goal will be to help our soldiers in the field in all that we do.
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