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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

May 6, 1943

Colonel Wm. P. Scobey, G.S.
Office of the Asst. Secretary of War
Washington, D.C.

Sir:

I am very grateful to you for the courtesy 
last week during my visit to Washington.

accorded

It has been a source of great encouragement to learn of 
the very fair and just views and aims of your department, and I 
on my part will endeavor unofficially, of course, to transmit 
your inspiring message to the nisei.

It is, however, indeed regrettable that the response of 
the nisei in the continental United States to the recent program 
of your department has been disappointing. Perhaps this can 
mostly be accounted for by the avalanche of hostile rather than 
favorable publicity concerning their plight which has seriously 
undermined their morale.

While I am fully aware that you and your department are 
going all you can to clear this situation, I am wondering whether 
repeated dissemination of the views of the War Department to the 
public at large, and particularly among the nisei, would not be 
of great help. Of course, the recent excellent statements of Mr. 
Grew, former Ambassador to Japan, and Secretary Ickes, as well as 
others, have been most helpful, but I believe that the public 
would give greater weight to statements emanating from the War De­
partment.

On the other hand it seems to me that the detrimental cam­
paign now being carried on by certain minority elements in this 
country, based on alleged espionage, sabotage, treachery, etc. by 
the nisei which, I understand, have no actual basis in fact, should 
be countered. In this regard some of the recent motion pictures 
showing the alleged treacherous part played by the nisei is very 
damaging, not only to the cause of the nisei, but to the full real­
ization of the plans of your department.
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While it is realized that the creation of public sentiment 
against an enemy is an essential part of the war program, it does 
not seem just that this should be done at the expense of the nisei 
who, for the most part, are loyal American citizens and who have 
not, as the official record discloses, engaged in activities inimical 
to this country.

The unfortunate thing about this type of publicity is that 
once it is circulated the damage is done, and it is almost imposs­
ible to rectify the situation. Without in any way endeavoring to 
be presumptuous or critical, it occurs to me that the best method 
of meeting this problem is the issuance from time to time to the 
public from the War Department statements putting these matters 
completely at rest.

May I state that I think the nisei are most fortunate in 
having your department and you handling this difficult problem, and 
I as one of them wish to thank you most sincerely for all that you 
have done thus far under the most vexing circumstances.

Lastly, regarding my personal matter, may I inquire where I 
may obtain further details of the military government school in 
Virginia? Should I write direct to the Provost Marshal General?
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Respectfully,



February 9, 1943

The Honorable Henry L. Stimson
Secretary of War
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. Stimson:

As one of the American citizens of Japanese ancestry,
I am most grateful to you for your recent announcement permit­
ting persons in my category to form a combat unit in the United 
States Army on an enlistment basis, and to contribute generally 
to the defense effort.

As you may know, there has been created some concern 
among the American Japanese as to their exact status as citizens 
since, in many respects, they have not teen permitted to share 
the common burdens of this war. The statement of your new policy 
together with the letter of the President addressed to you, which 
recently appeared in the newspapers, have clarified this problem. 
I realize the great difficulties involved, but am happy that your 
new policy has been instituted.

I trust that future circumstances will gradually permit 
the drafting of these persons on the same basis as other citizens 
and that in accordance with our democratic principles, they will 
be given the opportunity fully to discharge their duties as Ameri 
cans.

I am greatly interested in this whole situation, since I 
feel that my father, who came to this country about the turn of 
the century as a political refugee from Japan and, subsequently, 
imported a large number of Japanese as laborers in the West, may 
have been somewhat responsible in causing it. Consequently, if 
my services can be of any assistance to you, I should be very 
glad if you will call upon me.
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Respectfully,



Dear Mr. Yamaoka,

Your kind letter of February 9 to the 
Secretary of War has been referred to this office.

On behalf of the Secretary of War and this 
office. I wish to express to you our appreciation 
for your letter. The whole problem of effective 
utilization of loyal Japanese is a difficult one, but 
I believe that the present policy is a very definite
step in the right direction, and I am glad that it 
meets with your approval. 

At the present 
time I do not know of any opening where your assistance 
would be helpful, but I shall keep you in mind and will not 
hesitate to call upon you if the occasion arises. 

Sincerely,

WILLIAM P. SCOBEY
Colonel, G.S. Executive

Mr. George Yamaoka
Hunt, Hill and Botts
120 Broadway
New York
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May 14, 1913

Dear Mr. Yamaoka:
Thank you for your letter of May 6. J vat very 

happy to have the opportunity to neat you on your recent 
trip to Washington, and to talk over the problems of the 
Nisei.

I appreciate, at you probably understand, the 
necessity for publicity to control public opinion, and for 
your information, an effort it being made to exploit the 
loyalty of those Japanese Americans who are assisting in 
the war effort. Unfortunately, there are tines when the 
articles put out by the War Department are not utilised by 
the news services except under local conditions. It is ny 
opinion, however, that progress in the exploiting of the 
good points of the Nisei is being made, and I an confident 
that as tine goes along their position will become more 
understood by the public generally.

You undoubtedly saw notice of the Chandler 
Committee report on the relocation centers. In the course 
of presenting the report, which X heard, the Senator emphasized 
the loyalty of some of the Vital. He was strongly in favor of 
severe restriction of those who have expressed disloyalty to 
the United States, and it. occurs to ne that when these restric­
tive measures go into effect the loyalty of those released will 
be emphasised. At any rate, the solution of the entire problem 
is gradually being evolved into the general plan of recogni­
tion of loyalty and restriction of the disloyal.

Sincerely,

(SIGNED)

WILLIAM P. SCOBEY 
Colonel, General Staff 

executive

Mr, George Yamaoka
Hunt, Hill A Betts, Attorneys
120 Broadway
New York, New York
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