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PATSY T. MINK
SECOND DISTRICT, HAWAII COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

2135 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-1102 

(202) 225-4906 
FAX: (202) 225-^987 

http://www.house.gov/writerep/

DISTRICT OFFICE:

5104 Prince Kuhio Federal Building 
P.O. Box 50124 

Honolulu, HI 96850-4977
(808) 541-1986

FAX: (808) 538-0233

(Congress of tfje ®niteb States 
tousle of Representatibes 
Wdsfjington, 53 £ 20515-1102

May 11, 1998

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND 
THE WORKFORCE

Early Childhood. Youth and 
Families Subcommittee

Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee, 
Ranking Democrat

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM 
AND OVERSIGHT 

(on leave)

REGION II WHIP

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS EDUCATION 
AGENDA TASK FORCE, Co-Chair

CONGRESSIONAL ASIAN PACIFIC 
CAUCUS. Chair

BIG ISLAND: (808) 935-3756
MAUI: (808) 242-1818
KAUAI: (808) 245-1951

The Honorable Bill Archer
Chair
Committee on Ways and Means 
1102 LHOB
Washington DC 20515

Dear Bill:

I am writing to urge your support for a provision contained in the Senate version of H.R. 
00, to reauthorize the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) with 

a slight modification. h

S^R^ °f 1997 Provided $2-3 billion of existing tax loss carryovers for 
the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak). A portion of these funds (1%) 
was reserved for non-Amtrak States to be used only for intercity passenger rail or 
in tercity bus services. The State of Hawaii is one of six states that will receive non­
Amtrak State funds.

However the State of Hawaii does not have a publicly owned intercity bus service or 
railroad infrastructure and therefore will be unable to utilize these funds unless 
subsection 977(e)(1)(B) of the Taxpayer Relief Act (TRA) is amended. ’

Due to the geographic limitations of an island chain such as the State of Hawaii land 
transportation, including intercity passenger rail and intercity bus services between 
many areas is not possible. In fact, land transportation is not possible between any of 
Hawaii s four counties, nor between islands located within the same county. Y 

fh^ IntL®'T®  ̂ request that y°u suPP°rt the Senate provision with
the enclosed modifications as part of the Conference print of H R. 2400, the "Buildinq 
n^Amt8^^ yan.sP°^tion and Equity Act of 1998." The Senate provisions on 
t h° ak ®tate funds w'th our ProPosed modifications will allow for the expenditure of
these funds for among other things: the acquisition and capital maintenance of 
passenger transit equipment; the provision of passenger ferryboat service- or the 
reconstruction, repair and improvement of highways.

Without this amendment the State of Hawaii will not be able to expend any of the non- 
mtrak State funds since the State does not have intercity passenger rail or intercity 

th^Ta®' ! n® y°Ur SUPPOrt t0 a"ow the Sfate of Hawaii the flexibility to expand 
these funds on transportation related activities that best fit the needs of our island state.
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(202) 225-4906
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DISTRICT OFFICE:

5104 Prince Kuhio Federal Building
P.O. Box 50124

Honolulu, HI 96850—4977 
(808)541-1986 

FAX: (8081 538-0233

(Congress of tije ^niteb Stated 
$ou5e of iRepreSentattbeS 
Washington, DC 20515-1102

May 11, 1998

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND 
THE WORKFORCE 

Early Childhood, Youth and 
Families Subcommittee

Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee. 
Ranking Democrat

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM 
AND OVERSIGHT 

(on leave)

REGION II WHIP

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS EDUCATION 
AGENDA TASK FORCE, Co-Chair

CONGRESSIONAL ASIAN PACIFIC 
CAUCUS. Chair

BIG ISLAND: (808) 935-3756
MAUI: (808) 242-1818
KAUAI: (808) 245-1951

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel
Ranking Member
Committee on Ways and Means 
US House of Representatives 
1106 Longworth House Ofc Bldg
Washington DC 20515

Dear Ranking Member Rangel:

I am writing to urge your support for a provision contained in the Senate version of H.R. 
2400, to reauthorize the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), with 
a slight modification.

The Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 provided $2.3 billion of existing tax loss carryovers for 
the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak). A portion of these funds (1%) 
was reserved for non-Amtrak States to be used only for intercity passenger rail or 
intercity bus services. The State of Hawaii is one of six states that will receive non­
Amtrak State funds.

However, the State of Hawaii does not have a publicly owned intercity bus service or 
railroad infrastructure and therefore will be unable to utilize these funds, unless 
subsection 977(e)(1)(B) of the Taxpayer Relief Act (TRA) is amended.

Due to the geographic limitations of an island chain such as the State of Hawaii, land 
transportation, including intercity passenger rail and intercity bus services, between 
many areas is not possible. In fact, land transportation is not possible between any of 
Hawaii's four counties, nor between islands located within the same county.

For these reasons, we respectfully request that you support the Senate provision with 
the enclosed modifications as part of the Conference print of H.R. 2400, the "Building 
Efficient Surface Transportation and Equity Act of 1998." The Senate provisions on 
non-Amtrak state funds with our proposed modifications will allow for the expenditure of 
these funds for among other things: the acquisition and capital maintenance of 
passenger transit equipment; the provision of passenger ferryboat service; or the 
reconstruction, repair and improvement of highways.

Without this amendment the State of Hawaii will not be able to expend any of the non­
Amtrak State funds since the State does not have intercity passenger rail or intercity 
bus service. We need your support to allow the State of Hawaii the flexibility to expend 
these funds on transportation related activities that best fit the needs of our island state.
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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND 
THE WORKFORCE

Early Childhood, Youth and 
Families Subcommittee

Oversight ano Investigations Subcommittee. 
Ranking Democrat

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM 
AND OVERSIGHT 

(on leave)

REGION II WHIP

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS EDUCATION 
AGENDA TASK FORCE, Co-ChaiR

CONGRESSIONAL ASIAN PACIFIC 
CAUCUS, Chair

BIG ISLAND: (808) 935-3756
MAUI: (808) 242-1818
KAUAI: (808) 245-1951

The Honorable Kenny C. Hulshof 
U.S. House Of Representatives 
1728 Longworth House Ofc Bldg 
Washington DC 20515

Dear Representative Hulshof:

I am writing to urge your support for a provision contained in the Senate version of H.R. 
2400, to reauthorize the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), with 
a slight modification.

The Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 provided $2.3 billion of existing tax loss carryovers for 
the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak). A portion of these funds (1%) 
was reserved for non-Amtrak States to be used only for intercity passenger rail or 
intercity bus services. The State of Hawaii is one of six states that will receive non­
Amtrak State funds.

However, the State of Hawaii does not have a publicly owned intercity bus service or 
railroad infrastructure and therefore will be unable to utilize these funds, unless 
subsection 977(e)(1)(B) of the Taxpayer Relief Act (TRA) is amended. '

Due to the geographic limitations of an island chain such as the State of Hawaii, land 
transportation, including intercity passenger rail and intercity bus services, between 
many areas is not possible. In fact, land transportation is not possible between any of 
Hawaii's four counties, nor between islands located within the same county.

For these reasons, we respectfully request that you support the Senate provision with 
the enclosed modifications as part of the Conference print of H.R. 2400, the "Building 
Efficient Surface Transportation and Equity Act of 1998." The Senate provisions on 
non-Amtrak state funds with our proposed modifications will allow for the expenditure of 
these funds for among other things: the acquisition and capital maintenance of 
passenger transit equipment; the provision of passenger ferryboat service; or the 
reconstruction, repair and improvement of highways.

Without this amendment the State of Hawaii will not be able to expend any of the non­
Amtrak State funds since the State does not have intercity passenger rail or intercity 
bus service. We need your support to allow the State of Hawaii the flexibility to expend 
these funds on transportation related activities that best fit the needs of our island state.
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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND 
THE WORKFORCE

Early Childhood. Youth ano 
Families Subcommittee

Oversight ano Investigations Subcommittee. 
Ranking Democrat

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM 
AND OVERSIGHT 

(on leave)

REGION II WHIP

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS EDUCATION 
AGENDA TASK FORCE, Co-Chair

CONGRESSIONAL ASIAN PACIFIC 
CAUCUS, Chair

BIG ISLAND: (808) 935-3756
MAUI: (808) 242-1818
KAUAI: (808) 245-1951

The Honorable Jim Nussle
U.S. House of Representatives 
303 Cannon House Ofc Bldg 
Washington DC 20515

Dear Representative Nussle:

I am writing to urge your support for a provision contained in the Senate version of H.R. 
2400, to reauthorize the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), with 
a slight modification.

The Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 provided $2.3 billion of existing tax loss carryovers for 
the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak). A portion of these funds (1%) 
was reserved for non-Amtrak States to be used only for intercity passenger rail or 
intercity bus services. The State of Hawaii is one of six states that will receive non­
Amtrak State funds.

However, the State of Hawaii does not have a publicly owned intercity bus service or 
railroad infrastructure and therefore will be unable to utilize these funds, unless 
subsection 977(e)(1)(B) of the Taxpayer Relief Act (TRA) is amended.

Due to the geographic limitations of an island chain such as the State of Hawaii, land 
transportation, including intercity passenger rail and intercity bus services, between 
many areas is not possible. In fact, land transportation is not possible between any of 
Hawaii's four counties, nor between islands located within the same county.

For these reasons, we respectfully request that you support the Senate provision with 
the enclosed modifications as part of the Conference print of H.R. 2400, the "Building 
Efficient Surface Transportation and Equity Act of 1998." The Senate provisions on 
non-Amtrak state funds with our proposed modifications will allow for the expenditure of 
these funds for among other things: the acquisition and capital maintenance of 
passenger transit equipment; the provision of passenger ferryboat service; or the 
reconstruction, repair and improvement of highways.

Without this amendment the State of Hawaii will not be able to expend any of the non­
Amtrak State funds since the State does not have intercity passenger rail or intercity 
bus service. We need your support to allow the State of Hawaii the flexibility to expend 
these funds on transportation related activities that best fit the needs of our island state.
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Le Honorable Charles B. Rangel 
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Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

NEIL ABERCROMBIE PATSY T. MINK
Member of Congress Member of Congress



AMENDMENT NO.

Amendment By

A T THE APPROPRIA TE PLACE IN THE BILL INSERT:

SEC--------- ADDITIONAL QUALIFIED EXPENSES AVAILABLE TO NONAMTRAK 

STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL. - Section 977(e)(1)(B) of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 

(defining qualified expenses) is amended —

(1) by striking “and” at the end of clause (ill) and all that follows through 

“clauses (I) and (Iv)/, and

(2) by adding after clause (iii) the following:

iv) capital expenditures related to State-owned rail 

operations in the State,

(v) any project that is eligible to receive funding under 

section 5309, 5310, or 5311 of title 49, United States Code,

(vi) any project that is eligible to receive funding under 

section 103, 130, 133,144, 149, or 152 of title 23, United States

Code,

M(vii) the upgrading and maintenance of intercity primary and 

rural air service facilities, and the purchase of intercity air service 

between primary and rural airports and regional hubs,



"(viii) the provision of passenger ferryboat service or harbor 

Improvements within the State, and

e(ix) the payment of interest and principal on obligations 

incurred for such acquisition, upgrading, maintenance, purchase, 

expenditures, provision, and projects/

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE. - The amendments made by this section shall take effect 

as if included In the enactment of section 977 of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997.


