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Open Letter to President Marcos 
On the Referendum 

His Excellency, Ferdinand E. Marcos 
President of the Philippines 
Malacaiiang, Manila 

Dear Mr. President: 

Last July 12, 1973, all newspapers quoted you 
as having urged the Filipino people to "speak freely 
through the polls," referring to the referendum 
scheduled to be held on July 24 and 27. 

Encouraged by that speech, we have decided 
to write this open letter to you. We know the ha­
zards of candor and frankness in a regime of mar­
tial law, but what happens to us individually is not 
of great moment; the important thing is that the 
nation should endure and that our people may live 
in larger dimensions of progress, liberty, peace, jus­
tice and enlightenment. • 

First, we welcome your decision to go back to 
the pre-martial law procedure of voting by secret 
ballot, instead of by a show of hands. The last re­
ferendum in January (10 to 15) became an insult 
and a joke partly because of this defect. 

Second, may we suggest that, at least one 
month before the referendum is held, martial law 
be lifted, including the various restrictions on free 
speech and free press, free discussion and free as­
sembly, so that our people can speak and be heard 
openly, exchange views and discuss viewpoints, 
through the mass media, without fear of being 
arrested. According to your Proclamation No. 1081, 
the r eason for declaring martial law was "the rebel­
lion and armed action undertaken by these lawless 
elements * • " (which) have assumed the magni­
tude of an actual state of war." Whatever the si­
tuation before, this is not the picture of the country 
today. We have been told repeatedly by our high­
est military officials since last December, 1972 on­
ward, that "the rebe11ion has been crushed," that 
the communist apparatus "has been eliminated," 
and that the backbone of the resistance in Minda.. 
nao "has been broken." Only last June 22, 1973, 
Your Excellency said before a group of newly com­
missioned reserve officers : 

"There is no real emergency in the country 
today .. . The situation in Mindanao had been 
reduced to occasional sporadic clashes between 
government troopers and pockets of armed men 
who are out to terrorize the countryside." 

A month before this, you declared: 

"There has been a big leap in the econo­
my; speculative and growth investments were 
recorded at new levels, tourist traffic and ex-
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port rose, domestic production increased, for­
eign loans and economic assistance became 
easier to negotiate, the international reserves 
stood at a new peak and for the first time, we 
saw our people convinced of the existence of 
real opportunities." (Bulletin Today, May 21, 
1973, pp. 1, 9.) 

The central point is that the cause invoked 
for martial law-the existence of an emergency 
amounting to war - has long ago ceased to exist. 
It would be an indictment of your leadership and 
of the character of our people if anyone were to 
assert that without an indefinite continuation of 
martial law, you will be in no position to administer 
the affairs of the nation. The supreme injustice is 
for the people under a regime of martial law, which 
has no longer become justifiable, to be compelled 
in a managed, manipulated plebiscite to answer whe­
ther they want martial law to continue. 

Our suggestion of a one-month nation-wide, 
open and free discussion may result in a change of 
date of the plebiscite, but this is a minor inconven­
ience compared to the long-term advantages to the 
people, and the confidence it will generate for your 
Administration as a result of the restoration of nor­
mal democratic processes. 

Third, may we suggest that the question an­
nounced by the COMELEC Chairman be more un­
derstandable, simple, and fair. According to the 
Bulletin Today, the sole question which will be 
resolved on July 27 is: . 

"Under the present Constitution, the Pres­
ident, if he so desires, can continue in office 
beyond 1973. 

"Do you want President Marcos to conti­
nue beyond 1973 and finish the reforms he has 
initiated under martial law?" 

We have read the explanation of the COME­
LEG Chairman that this question "capsulizes" all 
the proposed questions and issues - "from the very 
tenure of President Marcos and its e.,;:tension be­
yond 1973" to "the tenure of local officials." But, 
t he more we read his explanation, the more involved 
the question becomes, and - what is worse - baits 
all local officials, from governor to town mayor, 
councilor and barrio captain, to engage in the mass 
production of "yes'• votes. 



,A plebiscite, under such circumstances would 
be a costly mockery, held at a t ime when s~ many 
people are hungry and suffering. 

We remember that last January 17 1973 Your 
Excellency announced the r'.!sults of the J ~nuary 
10-15 R~ferendum, and revealed that the Citizen's 
Assemblies all over the country ordained that "there 
.should be !]O elections in 1973, that there should be 
a moratonum on elections for at least seven (7) 
Y:ears, a_nd that ~hey want President Marcos to con­
tmue with martial law." 

That is why, without passing judgment on the 
legali ty of the said .Jimuary refere!1cl11m,_ we .cannot 
understand the question. This matfer, accorctmg to 
your solemn announcement, has already been de­
cided. 

However, we realize that Your Excellency 
wants to know how the people really feel about your 
administration. If this is the objective, then let 
that question be posed to the people in simple, 
straight-forward language, such as : 

"DO YOU WANT PRESIDENT MARCOS TO 
STAY IN POWER BEYOND 1973 ?" 

And let there be a free, fair, and open debate -
something that we cannot have under martial law. 
As recently stated by one Greek statesman: 

"Plebiscites have a meaning to people who 
are free; but, for a bound people, plebiscites 

are an insul_t. It is an attempt to make them 
collabo1:at1: m the forging of their chains." 
John Z1gd1s, former Minister of Greece. 

F~urth, without casting aspersions on your 
subor_dmates and considering that the question it­
self mvolves you and your high office may we 
suggest that the over-all conduct and s~pervision 
of the. Referend~~ be entrusted to an independent 
Committee of Citizens, known for their integrity 
and compe~ence. In o_rder not to taint the results 
no town, ~1!y or provmcial official, and no membe{­
of _the m1htar_y establishment should be allowed 
tinll1utfu~ferP \V1t.h _ f:h A-.!1rt11.!l l t"nnrl1111f- --~ ... , .. _ - "'~ -

Fifth, may we suggest that the 1971 Election 
Code be made as it should be made to apply to the 
conduct of the plebiscite, as provided in Section 2 
of the said Code. 

Mr. President: If our suggestions be follow­
ed, then any indorsement in your favor in such a 
plebiscite may no longer be correctly condemned 
as a farce. Here and abroad. a fair and genuine 
plebiscite will get the kind of respect it will richly 
deserve. All right-thinking, freedom-loving Fili­
pinos will have every reason to rally behind your 
leadership because they shall have been given the 
freedom to speak up and the right to say what kind 
of government they should have and who should 
be the undispu ted leader of the nation. 

Very truly yours, 

(Sgd.) SIXTO DE LA COSTA 
Former Judge and Civic Leader 

(Sgd.) DR. VIDAL TAN 
·Former President of U.P. 

(Sgd.) JOAQUIN cm O ROCES 
Publisher, Manila Times 

(Sgd.) FATHER BENIGNO MAYO, S.J. 
Provincial, Society of Jesus 
Philippines 

(Sgd.) ANTONIO U. MIR.ANDA 
Architect and Outstanding 

Civil Libertarian 

(Sgd.) PASTOR ENDENCIA 
Former Justice, Supreme Court 

(Sgd.) FRANCISC,O SOC RODRIGO 
Former Senator, TV-Radio Commenta­
tor and Newspaper Columnist 

(Sgd.) JOVITO R. SALONGA 
Philippine Senator and 

Professor of Law 

(Sgd.) FATHER PACIFICO ORTIZ, S.J. 
Former President Ateneo University 

and Delegate to the Constitutional 
Convention 

(Sgd.) DR. CIRILO A. RIGOS 
Pastor, Cosmopolitan Church and 
Former General Secretary, United 
Church of Christ ln the Philippines 
(UCCP) 

(Sgd.) BISHOP CORNELIO FERRER 
United Methodist Church of the 

Philippines 

(Sgd.) REV. BERNARDO PEREZ, OSB 
Rector, San Beda College 

Mendiola, Manila 

(NOTE.-The above is a condensation of the original letter.) 

VOTE ACCORDING TO YOUR CONVENIENCE!!! 

VOTE WITH COURAGE!!! 


