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Brave old world

I HAVE a friend who staunchly resists technology. He's a
writer, but the computer is totally strange to him. In his
vocabulary, "mouse™ refers only to that tiny crcature which his
cat chases every night, and keyboard to that which gives DO-
RE-MI. ("What the hell is Windows 987" he asks). His letters
and manuscripts are laboriously handwritten on yellow sheets
of paper. E-mail is unbelievable for him. He doesn’t use credit
cards. He has the traditional banking account. He has no idea
what ATM machines are tor. And the only reason he’s scared of
technology is that he read Orwell's 1984 and Huxley's Brave
New World  seven times each. Plus, my friend believes in
Picasso who had said "computers are useless.”

But then | guess. unlike many of us, computer dependents, life
won 't be any different for my computer-illiterate friend when
Y 2K bug hits the world.

“Y2K?7 What is that?” he asked.

[ myself am computer-illiterate I didn’t know how to explain
itto him. I tried just the same. "It's when the computer program
coes back to year 0000 or something like that. The system will
break down.” I said. hoping it was comprehensible enough in
human language.

The clock is ticking close to Jan. I, 2000, which is only 385 or
so days away from Y2K.

We have a year and few days. Let us try to do the maximum
that we can.” said Pakistan Ambassador Ahmad Kamal.

The UN Economic and Social Council’s Working Group on
Informatics is holding the first global conference on the 2000
bug in New York. The mecting is going to be closed—probably
to avoid panic in case nothing is accomplished. Caper Jones,
chiet scientist at Software Productivity Research Inc. in
Burlington, is not optimistic. He predicts that 15 percent of the
cyber-problems won 't be solved in the United States, the world’s
leaderin Y2K. Jones foresees a 35 percent failure in Europe and
other parts of the globe. The consequences, according to Jones,
is months of discomforts with wide scale of phone outages,
clectrical disruptions and roiled financial markets.

If T were still in Manila, these things wouldn™t bother me
because phone outages. electrical disruptions and roiled finan-
cial markets there are as normal as breathing. (Incidentally,
breathing isn’t normal there cither because of bad air.)

First World countries are the ones that would really suffer because
they are wired, particularly their telecommunications. electrical power,
financial services and governmental functions. Of course, if Y2K
affects telecom and electrical power. it would kill us. Never mind
governmental functions. Even if it's affected, the people here would
probably not feel any difference anyway.

Y2K can be worse than Apocalypse. We may have no other
choice but adopt an alternative lifestyle; or shall I say, go back
to basics. Stock up gas tamps and candles. Go back to writing
letters by hand, revive the lost art ol correspondence, and re-
wax the poetry of waiting for letwers.

And for writers: do you still remember that thing called
“typewriter™? Itwill require vigorous finger exercises but it will
probably be good for our wrists and eyesight. [ might need my
friend to refresh me on how to use it.
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FTC investigates sub-prime market

THE burgeening sub-prime lending market,
chronicled recently in this space, is now under
investigation by the Federal Trade Commission
and public-interest lawyers across the country.

That could be good news for consumers, many of
whom have been taken by the fool’s gold of casy —
but expensive — credit. But it’s bad news for
lenders, who’ve discovered a lucrative profit stream
in a market that often preys on the poor and the
clderly.

[t wasn't long ago that most big banks wouldn’t
touch the sub-prime market, which lends money at
above-market rates to those with less than pmfpct
credit. Now the ficld includes respected companies
like General Electric, First Union, Chase Manhat-
tan, Keycorp and NationsBank.

You've probably seen or heard the ads, on bill-
boards, buses or radio, that lure customers with a
pitch that's too good for some to resist: “"No credit?
No money? No problem!”

Of course, sub-prime lending has been a lifeline
for some borrowers. It's given a second chance to
thousunds of borrowers who otherwise couldn™t get
loans because of divorce, missed payments orother
credit setbacks.

The problems came when some of the players in
this $125 billion market began snookering
homeowners into home-equity loans that they didn’t
need. As a result, the fending tactics of the sub-
prime market are now under investigation by a
congressional commitiee, several public-interest
lawyers and the FTC.

William Brennan of Atlanta Legal Aid has stud-
icd the industry closcly. "Big fenders are lining up
to jump in the sub-prime market despite and be-
cause of the risks,” he says. “The lack of financial
acumen makes the sub-prime lendees attractive.”

Oneofthe FTC’s targets is also the biggest player
inthe sub-prime market. The Associates was onc of
the biggest money-makers for Ford Motorsuntil the
company spun it off ast spring. right around the
time that the FTC began investigating the company
for violating federal homeowner protection regula-
tions.

Several class-action lawsuits filed against the
Associates allege that the company scouts out eld-
erly orignorant targets for high-priced loans based
on the borrowers’ equity instead of their ability to
pay them back. The practice is called equity strip-
ping — or creating a loan that is destined to fail by
stripping the equity of the home from the home-
owner and passing it on (along with the house) to
the lender.

Fred Woods, who took out an Associates loan in

1996, has become the poster boy for predatory
lending. In a lawsuit pending in Georgia Superior
Court, Woods charges that the company packed
his loan with unnecessary insurance and fees,
extending its terms to the point where he could not
manage it. He was headed to the foreclosure courts
before seeking help from an attorney, who's now
pressing his claim.

Associates spokesman Joe Stroop disputes sug-
gestions that Woods is a victim and says his
sympathetic story is the result of clever marketing
by his attorneys. Stroop says any allegations of
wrongdoing are not true. How could they be,
Stroop argues, when the company makes millions
of loans every year?

“Contrary to popular belief,” Stroop told our
associate Kathryn Wallace, “lenders don’t make
money in foreclosures. We make money by mak-
ing loans and having them paid back.”

Dan Hedges, a plaintiff’s attorney in four class-
action suits in West Virginia, disagrees. "Obvi-
ously (sub-prime lenders) would make more money
il the borrowers kept paying the outrageous inter-
est rates on these loans.” he says (rates can vary
from around 10 percent to the upper 20s for sub-
prime loans). “But they still make good money on
aproperty they take (through foreclosure) and then
resell.”

Hedges says he never saw a sub-prime lawsuit
until a few years ago, and now he spends the
majority of his time helping distressed homeowners
on the verge of losing “uall they have™ because of a
bad loan.

“These peoples’ wealth is centralized in their
(home) equity,” Hedges said. "Qutfits (are) going
through court records, going door-to-door with
bogus deals, using all types of resourceful means
1o get peoples” equity.”

Typicalis the case of Rosa Lee Grier in Florida,
a 78-year-old woman living on $500 a month in
disubility. She was taken in, Hedges says, by a
home-improvement contractor who was working
with a fender.

Grier soon became saddled with a high-interest,

$30.500 loan with more than $4.000 in loan fees-

when all she needed was $3.000 for basic home
repairs. And like many others with sub-prime
loans, she unknowingly signed two anti-consumer
clauses: one indicating that she would be harshly
penalized for carly repayment of the loan, and the
otherwaiving herlitigation rights against the lender.
Herlawyeris now trying to overturnthose clauses.
The lender, United Companices Financial Corp..,
refused to comment on pending litigation.
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By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
ASSISTANT Attorney General
Elliot A. Sattler is facing labor
charges foralleged unauthorized
hiring of a nonresident worker
and submission of a question-
able medical certificate.

Sattler, according to the com-
plaint, allegeldy submitted an
“altered” certificate issued by a
doctor who was nolonger a medi-
cal practitioner at the time the
diagnosis was supposedly made
on him and his wife.

The certificate was given to
the Department of Labor and
Immigration (DOLI) when
Sattler was applying to hire a
nonresident worker.

In his “confidential” notice
sent to Sattler, Labor Director
Gil San Nicolas said the Divi-
sion of Labor is pushing to fine
the lawyer $500 foremploying a
nonresident worker as domestic
help without government autho-
rization.

The department, still accord-
ing to San Nicolas’s notice, is
also moving to have Sattler pay
his present domestic help the
rightful amount due her.

San Nicolas is recommending
that Sattler be barred from fur-
ther hiring nonresident workers.

AG lawyer accused of
labor law violations

Elliot A. Sattler

A copy of San Nicolas’s notice
which was obtained by Variety
revealed that Sattler hired a cer-
tain Setaita Vakausausa, who at
the time was supposedly officially
employed by a Diego Camacho
of San Roque, without DOLI’s
approval from December 1996 to
April 1997.

Vakausausa was only legally
employed by Sattler around late
April 1997 following a labor case
she filed against her previous
employer, it was alleged.

During Vakausausa's formal
employment with the Sattlers
however, DOLI claimed that the
lawyer did not fully pay her.

On this particular case, DOLI is
recommending that outstanding
amount due Vakausausa be re-

leased with liquidated damages.

In another case, San Nicolas
said Sattler submitted adoctor’s
certificate as part of documents
forwarded to hire another non-
resident worker as a domestic
help on March 18 this year.

The certificate, it was alleged,
was issued by a Dr. Jack C.
Hardy who, according to San
Nicolas, was “nolongeramedi-
cal practitioner (inthe CNMI)...
as of January 1997.”

“It should be noted that the
issuance date of the medical
certification was altered or
erased,” said San Nicolas in his
notice, adding that the original
copy ‘“reflected that the medi-
cal certification was issued Oct.
18, 1996 on another submis-
sion of application for domes-
tic help on Aug. 20, 1996 for
Mr. Sattler.”

Sattler has been “"personally”
served with a notice to appear
before DOLI investigators on
Oct. 15 this year regarding the
cases. He had also been asked
to submit required documents.

Sattler failed to heed the
DOLInotices, the complaint in-
dicated.

He instead allegedly called
DOLI onhis scheduled Oct. 21,

Continued on page 23

Chinese workers of the Tinian-based Hong Xiang Corp. troopedto the governor’s office in Capitol Hill last Tuesday
to protest their employer who they said has not been paying their salaries.

Photo by Haidee V. Eugenio

‘OPM almost done with 3 dept. audits

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE OFFICE of Personnel
Management is “almost done”
with its audit of existing posi-
tions and employees under the
government's three major de-
partments, OPM Director Keko
A. Rosario said yesterday.

“Pretty soon we should have
all those compiled,” Rosario
said in an interview.

“We are almost done with
three departments,” she added.

The OPM started conducting

its ““desk audit” carly this year

1o determine which among the

positions in the different gov-
ernment offices are duplicated
are have outgrown its neces-
sity.

Rosario however declined to
divulge initial findings of the
audit.

Nevertheless, Variety gath-
ered from informed sources that
the review of the government
positions yielded around 20
deadwood.

The OPM embarked on a plan
to conduct a government-wide
personnel audit following re-
ports of irregular hiring prac-
tices allegedly done by the pre-

vious administration.

Another purpose of the audit
isto*place government employ-
ees where they belong if they
are found to be misplaced,”
Rosario said, in an earlier inter-
view,

Officials also said that the
auditis being used to trim down
government’s “excess fats.”

It will be recalled that Rosario,
citing overall findings of her
office’s audit, has said that there
are employees in government
who are not doing their job.

“In other words,” said
Continued on page 23

Jetski applicants to
draw lots, says CRM

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
JETSKI operators with expir-
ing licenses can not have them
renewed unless they draw lots
to determine who among them
will be issued permits, newly-
appointed Coastal Resource
Management (CRM) Director
Felipe Q. Atalig said yesterday.

“It’s a different ballgame
now,” said Atalig.

“It is now the policy of this
office that they (jetski opera-
tors) won’t be anymore re-
newed. It will now have to be
drawing of lots, this way it is
going to be fair to everybody,”
he added.

Atalig said a review of com-
panies applying for permit to
operate jetskis reveal that those
in the lower slots have not been
able to get a license due to the
repeated permit renewals of
those already given one.

As aresult, Atalig said, some
applicants have been waiting in
line over the past several years.

The CRM, as partof its policy
to avoid possible adverse im-
pacts jetskis could have on the
beaches, has regulated license
issuance to just |1 operators.

Currently, Atalig said there
are more than 30 applicants.

“We havenointentiontoclose
the jetski operations as this is
the main source of... our rev-
enue. But what I like to do is
modify (the licensing process)
to make it fair to the other appli-
cants, some of whom has been
waiting since the 1980s.” said
Atalig.

He said that under the current
system, applicants in the lower
slots “would never have a
chance to come up to number
one while waiting for {ive or six
years.”

“That is too long. I don’t in-
tend to continue these inequi-
ties,” said Atalig.

Continued on page 23
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$3.8M is obtained for

Tinian airport project

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
WORKS areexpected to start soon
forthe rehabilitation and improve-
ment of the West Tinian Interna-
tional Airport as the Common-
wealth Ports Authority received
$3.8millionininitial grant for the
project.

The grant will be used for Phase
I of the airside improvements
which include the runway, taxi-
way and apron.

A report from the Ports Author-
ity disclosed that the grant de-
scription is to construct portions
of the new runway. approximately
1,000x 150", including site prepa-
ration, clearing, drainage. groov-
ing, marking and lighting.

CPA officials said request for
proposals [RFP] is anticipated to
be out for bid by early next year,
while bids for the interim termi-
nal expansion was opened a
couple of months ago, where four
contractors submitted a letter of
intent.

Of these four, however. only
two — China Huashi Enterprises
Corporation {[CHECO] with
$377.876 and Telesource with
$427.499 — actually submitted
bid proposals. A letter of intent to
award was issued by CPA to
CHECO in October.

Officials also noted that the de-
sign for the West Tinian Airport

Carlos Salas

is already at the pre-final stage,
adding that the Final Airport Lay-
out Plan has been submitted to the
Federal Aviation Administration
for approval.

The project was divided into
three sections: Airside Improve-
ments; New Terminal Building;
and Landslide Improvements. All
three are to address the relocation
of the airport facilities to accom-
modate projected future growth,
fueled by the casino industry.

CPA earlier admitted it does
not have immediate capabilities
to pursue the improvement of the
West Tinian airport, as executive
director Carlos Salas said the
Tinian airportis not in any capac-
ity to accommodate large aircraft,
citingthe facility’s “decaying and

Continued on page 23
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By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
Majuro - The Chinese govern-
ment announced today (Tues-
day) in Majuro that it has bro-
ken off diplomatic ties with the
Marshall Islands in response to
Marshall Islands recognition of
Taiwan, and is preparing toclose
down its Embassy in Majuro.

“The so-called diplomatic re-
lations with Taiwan” have
“completely violated the sol-
emn commitment made by the

Marshallese side™in 1990 when
it agreed that the People’s Re-
public of China is the sole legal
government representing China
and that Taiwan is a part of the
territory of the PRC, said Am-
bassador Zhao Lianyi in a state-
ment issued today.

The statement was presented
to Marshall Islands Foreign
Minister Phillip Muller.

PRC officials indicated that

China severs diplomatic
relations with Marshalls

the Majuro Embassy will be
closed but that a “‘caretaker” staff
will be brought in to look after the
facility.

The PRC lodged a strong pro-
test withthe Marshall Islands, said
it was suspending diplomatic re-
lations and would “immediately
stop the implementation of all
agreements between the two
governments,” Lianyi said.

The PRC called the Marshall
Islands’ move to establish ties
with Taiwan as “interference in
China’s internal affairs,” add-
ing that it “*has seriously under-
mined the foundation of the
friendly cooperative relations
between the two countries.”

The PRC waited three weeks
following the announcement of
new diplomatic links between
the Marshalls and Taiwan be-
fore breaking off ties.

PRC officials indicated that
they had met with top Marshall

Islands leaders in the past week
inaneffortto getthemto “cor-
rect their mistake™ and reject
relations with Taiwan.

But the opening of Taiwan’s
first embassy in Majuro last
week and the Marshalls re-
fusal to go back on its deal
with Taiwan - which is ex-
pected to bring a windfall in
financial aid for the govern-
ment and future business in-
vestment d sealed the PRC
decision. '

Lianyi said that the Chinese
people “treasure their friend-
ship with the Marshallese
people.”

The reversal of relations be-
tween the RMI and PRC is not
what the PRC wants, the Chi-
nese Ambassador said.

“The Marshallese side must
bear full responsibility for all
the consequences arising
therefrom,™ he said.

By Jacob Leon Guerrero

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — A 44-year-old
Dededo man was attacked Tues-
day afternoon by a person whom
the victim said he probably knew.

Accordingtopolice spokesman
Ron Taitano, the victim was at-
tacked outside the White Store in
Dededo. The victim was report-
edly sitting and drinking with a
group of men when he was at-
tacked and stabbed in the head.

The suspect then fled the scene.
When the police arrived they
found the victim with a laceration

Dededo man injured

to the left side of his head and
sustained abrasions to his right
leg.

The victim refused treatment.
The police said they have a sus-
pect. The case remains open and
is currently under investigation.

In other police news, a woman
was robbed of some $1,000 yes-
terday morning. According to
Taitano, the incident occurred
shortly before 2 a.m. in the park-

ing lot of the Winner Apartments

in Tamuning.

The victim, a 48-year-old
Tumon woman, was walking in
the parking lot of the apartments
when she was approached by an
unknown man who was asking
for information.

in attack

When the victim was walking
away from the man, he grabbed
her purse, in the process forcing
her down to the ground.

The suspect fled with the
woman's purse which held
130,000.00 Japanese Yen (ap-
proximately worth $1,014.16)
towards a white or red car parked
inthe lot. The suspect then drove
off towards Farenholt Avenue.

The victim was not injured in
the incident. Police believe the
suspect is a male in his early
20’s.

The remains open and is still
under investigation. If you have
any information please call the
policeat472-8911 or Crime Stop-
pers at 477-HELP.

By Rene P, Acosta
Variety News Staff
THE CNMI along with . the

Light for Life project the whole

those who havé died or have
been victims of Drunk and
Drugged Driving 3D's).
The police has been tagked to
spearhead the project as it is
the main agency which has
been implementing the anti 3D

Turn headlights on tomorrow
for drunk driving victims
L hc is not gettmg the:real mes- -

__:-sage of the ; program as. shown_'
“by the increase number of fa--

-United ‘States will observe the ©

daytomorrow to remember.

month. :
“Accordingto Norita, the pub-

talities for this-year. : -
. 9 think we need to concen:
trate more ‘on’ the. prevention
andenforcementof the project,”
he said. . _
The - police drive on_ the-
pro jECt isbeing met by the other
agencies as the Marianas Visi-
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House OKs Hillbl

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE HOUSE of Representatives
yesterday passed a bill that some

members said is not just about
imposing a local tax on the inher-
itance of Larry Hillblom’s alleged
heirs.

Senate: Only La Mode will
be allowed more workers

Thomas P. Villagomez

By Zaldy Dandan

Variely News Staff
INSTEAD of acting on the contro-
versial House garment cap legisla-
tion, the Senate will pass today its
own version of a bill that would
only allow one garment manufac-
turer to hire new alien workers,
Senate Vice President Thomas P.
Villagomez (R-Saipan) said.

He said the bill would authorize
La Mode to bring in 300 workers.

The Senate, he added, needs more
time to work on House Bill 11-315,
which may lead to an increase of
500 to 2,000 alien garment work-
ers, according to its critics.

“While we fine tune that legisla-
tion we'll act on a separate bill to
address La Mode's concerns,” he
said.

LaMode is one of the three manu-
facturers that have already paid
their licenses, built their factories
and have pending workers’ per-
mits.

But the hiring moratorium law
that took effect last spring did not
exempt La Mode.

“Personally, I fee! that La Mode
is the only manufacturer justified
to get workers,” Villagomez said.
“And other factories should prove
first that like La Mode they can
justify their need for new work-
ers.”

The Senate, in addition, will con-
firmtoday Gov.PedroP. Tenorio’s
Cabinet and government board
nominees, Sen. David M. Cing (D-
Tinian) said.

“There's no doubt about that,”
the chair of the Committec on Ex-
ecutive Appointments and Gov-
ernmental Investigation said.

In a separate interview, Senate
President Paul A. Manglona (R-
Rota) said the Senate will also ““try

to address™ the bill that would al-
low CPA police, aircraft rescue
and fire fighting personnel to carry
firearms and qualify them fordeath
benefits currently given to other
law enforcement officers.

CPA personnel has been asking
the Senate since August to act on
the bill, H.B. 11-2.

Senate Floor Leader Pete P.
Reyes (R-Saipan) said House Bill
11-326, which would impose a lo-
cal tax on the inheritance of Larry
Hillblom’s alleged heirs, will be
taken up.

Also to be considered by the
Senate are the Fire Code Act, and
the bills on mandatory insurance
andrestrictions on the launching of
boats.
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Introduced by House Ways and
Means Committee Chair Karl T.
Reyes (R-Prec. 1, Saipan), House
Bill 11-326—which is “not just
about the Hillblom estate,” as it
would “apply to all estates™—
now heads to the Senate.

The bill itself does not mention
the Hillblom estate and should
not be called “Hillblom estate tax
bill,” according to some House
members.

They said the bill would merely
correct the “technical deficien-
cies” in Public Law 10-10, which
in turn was described by critics as
the “Hillblom law,” referring to
its retroactive applicability to the
ongoing cases involving the esti-
mated $600 million-worth
Hillblom estate.

House Bill 11-323, however,
does not propose the imposition
of a “double tax” on Hillblom’s
alleged heirs.

Reyes said the alleged heirs
would pay same amount, but a
part of it would go to the CNMI,
instead of the entire amount go-
ing to the federal government.
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Karl T. Reyes

Reyes, in an earlier interview,
said that though his bill has been
reviewed by the tax experts in the
Department of Finance (DOF),
the House leadership may recom-
mend a further review.

DOF’s legal counsel recently
urged the Legislature to act
quickly and pass H.B. 11-326,
which could mean an additional
$40 million for the CNML

Considered the most famous—
and most influential—business-
man in the Marianas, Hillblom
died in a plane crash on May 21,

Upgrades Apply to: New System Purchase Only

15" AmpView 0.28 digital........S 289

Regular price $2,500.00

Christmas Special

17" AmpView 0.26 digllal...m...s 350

MERRY CHRISTMAS
FROM MEGABYTE
BRIAN CLAYTON
DAVE ECRET

om tax bill

1995.

Shortly afterward, several
women saying that Hillblom fa-
thered their children filed sepa-
rate claims in the local trial court.

Last year, the estate executor
and the lawyers of the alleged
heirs agreed to settle.

However, the terms of the settle-
ment still require the court’s ap-
proval.

The House, which had a whole
day session yesterday, also
adopted a resolution requesting
the Division of Public Lands to
designate public land on Navy
Hill for the use of a Youth Center.

Also adopted was a resolution
approving three additional full-
time employee (FTE) positions
forthe Division of Sanitation Ser-
vices.

A resolution requesting the
National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vices and the US Fish and Wild-
life Service to allow the CNMI to
“harvest” 30 green sea turtles a
year “for human consumption at
major cultural events” was like-
wise adopted.
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LUNCH AND DINNER PROMO program, tors Association also prepared . ) N 4 a 1 .
“We asked the publicto turn  to hold its candlelight Christ- tllmfl l?‘o'”fo’;“I:‘"mcmb\i;’Of 15" Amptron Monitor .28mm — § $ 1 y 589 00
on their headlights the whole  mas parade for children which, t ¢ Velerans Of FOreign Wars u
HOT AND CRISPY day Friday tobecome partofthe  according to the DPS ‘is also : Suipan Post 3457 that the regular Free Internet Setup N .
Light for Life project,” said  related with its project, - y monthly meeting is today, De- : Epson 440 printer $100.00
CHICKEN NUGGETS Clydc Norita. the acting bom~ Apdftfmm the LightforL]fe \ cember 17 at the Oleai Beach at ‘ One Year, On-Istand, Warranty Service When purchased with system
2l o -
WITH YOUR CHOICE OF DELICIOUS SAUCES missioner of the DPS, -~ project, the. Lifesaver’s pro- ) ]8;\(1)1}]0““@ are requested to > . HOURS
Noritadisclosed atleasteight gram will also be observe by v members are 4 THE LARGEST o MON.FRI  9:00AM-6:00PM
: Blackout Buster 500vA $159.00 SAT. 10:00AM-4:00PM

v attend.

sh iedor:
persons have already diedorare . the DPS up to December 20. . Othersinterested in joining are SELECTION OF

SUNDAY CLOSED

victims of drivers who are ei- The project is aimed at in- ) CHILDREN, —
X L L ‘ i alsoinvitedtoattend. Pleas o IR S EVE 9AM-
ther drunk or under the influ-  creasing public: awareness on & dlsomvnt:dto chB% 11410 L}(ibﬂng BUSINESS, AND o ) . CHIRSTMA V ) SAM-6PM
ence of drugs while driving. driving while under the influ- - i acopy of your . me?u' g(‘;rTEWARE ’:\6::7 Yes, "It dosen't get any better than this
Last year, during the whole  enceofalcohol (DUD and other - For more information, contact ON ISLAND

Tony Cabrera, Post Commander
at 322-0471, Joseph C. Reyes,
Service Officerat234-58((Y5871
or Jerry Kraus at 235-1756.

traffic cases. i ‘
At the end of the month, the
pohce will hold a nationwide
Continued on page 23

month of December, only three
persons were reported to have
died under the 3D’'s which ig
being observed only during this

megabyle@saipan.com _ MEGAb _______ _eof Saipan
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GVB eyes Korean market

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — With the Ko-
rean honeymoon travel season
about to start and the Korean
economy showing signs of re-
covery, the Guam Visitors Bu-
reau (GVB) is set to double its
efforts to revive this market.

GVB Chairman Jimmy Dee
Flores said Korean tour opera-
tors have indicated that the
Korean market is ready to re-
turn to Guam.

“They can sense that the mar-
ketisreturning. In fact. although
the Korean market is still down,
the numbers are slowly creep-
ing up again.” Flores said.

According to GVB s prelimi-
nary report November. the Ko-
rean market was down by 32.5
percent in November. But this
figure is not as bad as that of
October which showed a re-

duction of 55.5 percent:

The Korean market collapsed
due to the crash of Korean Air
Flight 801, the currency devalu-
ation, and the Korean economic
recession.

“apparently the Korean mar-
ket is re-emerging. Perhaps by
early next year. we can orgi-
nize a marketing visit to Ko-
rea,” Flores said.

This view is echoed by GVB
Board Member David Sablan
who said that although the Ko-
reaneconomy is still ina slump,
it's beginning to recover so
Guam must step up its market-
ing efforts.

“We should start organizing
some sort of visit with the Ko-
rean Ministry of Transportation
and Korean Airlines executives
to see if air service can be re-
established,” Sablan said.

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA —The Guam Visi-
tors Bureau (GVB) is planning
to use the book Bisita Guam: A
Special Place In The Sun for
overseas marketing and promo-
tional projects.

Authored by former Guam
Congressman Ben Blaz, the book
contains historical accounts of
Guam including vivid recollec-
tions and vignettes by the au-
| thor. ‘

According to GVB, Blaz’s
book will appeal to Guamanians
inthe mainiand and other Ameri-
cans interested in Guam, espe-
cially U.S. military veterans.

Having been a Marine before
becoming a member of Con-
gress, Blaz writes from different
perspectives about Guam’s past.
Thisis important, GVB stresses.
because in the past Guam his-
L!ory was written mostly from a

GVB to use Blaz’s book
to help promote Guam

hand account. Especially the

Western viewpoint.

“Most accounts of Guam’s
culture and history have been
written by ‘non-Guamanians.
Congressman Blaz’s work tells
the story from a Chamorro or
Guamanian point of view," said
GVB Vice Chairman Bert
Unpingco.

“Moreover, his account of
Guam history is from a first-

account ahout World War 1.
His works. especially inthe mass
media, are wonderful works on
Guam’s culture and heritage.”

GVB Chairman Jimmy Dee
Flores adds that the book pre-
sents a marvelous marketing
opportunity for Guam.

“This guy is a former general
and a lot of people in the U.S.
military respecthim. Hecanhelp
us a lot in the North American

Continued on page 25

He added that the Korean hon-
eymoon travel market will Soon
be starting and GVB must move
fast to capture a chunk of that
profitable market.

According to Sablan, some
300,000 Korean couples will be
married soon and they would
need to go somewhere for their
honeymoon.

US Air Force

to honor its
fallen airmen

By Jacob lL.eon Guerrero

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA —There will be cer-
emony commemorating the 26th
anniversary of Operation Line-
backer Two tomorrow, Friday,
honoring all those who lost their
lives for it.

The ceremony will take place
at 3 p.m. at the Arc Light Memo-
rial on Andersen Air Force Base.
Anyone with base access is wel-
come to attended the ceremony.

Operation Linebacker Two was
a bombing offensive against tar-
gets in North Vietnam by B-52
aircrews.

Many of the men and planes
that took part in the offensive
were stationed at Andersen AFB.
Linebacker Two was authorized
by the President Nixon to bring
North Vietnam back to the nego-
tiating table at the Paris peace
talks.

The offensive succeeded in
bring the North Vietnam delegate
back to the negotiating table.

A formal cease- fire was signed
in Paris in January 1973,

In other Air Force news, Op-
eration Christmas Drop is going
along smoothly. According to
Staff Sgt. Baker, of the Public
Affairs Office. there have been
no problems reported so far.

Bukersaid the total value of the
this vear’s goods 1s higher than
last year’s.

Even before regular air ser-
vice between Guam and Korea
can be re-established, Sablan
said charter services should be
considered temporarily so that
Guam can tap this lucrative
Korean honeymoon market.

“GVB should start strength-
ening its presence in the Korean
market again.

We should go there and re-
establish ties and announce that

Guam is available for honey-
mooning couples.”

According t6 GVB Acting
General Manager Theresa Cruz-
Paulino, the GVB is already set-
ting aside a budget to re-estab-
lish the Korean market for
Guam. _

“Senator Lamorena feels the
same way that’s why he has
asked us to increase the budget
for Korea.”

DFS honors top employees

MARIAN Aldan-Pierce,President
of DFS Saipan Limited, is pleased
to announce the selection of
Margarita Matagolai and Ray
Kluge as DFS Employees of the
Month for November 1998.

An awards ceremony was held
by members of Store Operations,
Human Resources, and Adminis-
tration. Galleria General Manager,
Dan Mayer conducted the cer-
emony held in the Galleria Coffee
Shop.

Each recipient was presented an
Employee of the Month Certificate
and $100 merchandise coupon.
They dre now eligible candidates
for 1998 Employee of the Year in
their respective categories.

Margaritahas beenemployed by
DFS since January 1989, and she is
currently working at the DFS Air-

port Shop as a Sales Associate, She
was recommended by her Man-
ager, Ace Blesoch and Mike Troup.

She was recognized for her great
attitude for helping her team and
maintaining the store beautifully,
and her outstanding customer ser-
vice.

Ray has joined DFS since July
1990, and currently working. for
the Management Information Sys-

-tem Dept. as a Technician. He was

recommended by MIS Manger,
Ray Camacho. He is credited for
his excellent job knowledge for
completing sales associate’s re-
quests, friendly attitude, and his
flexibility.

Congratulations to the loyal and
dedicated November Employees
of the Month at DFS Saipan Lim-
ited!

Awardees Ray Kluge (3rd left) and Margarita Matagolai (2nd right) are joined

by DFS officials (from left) Ray Carmacho, Dan Mayer and Mike Troup.

DEC. 18,

FURNITURES, POTS,
PICTURE FRAMES *
& SILVER JEWELRY

SALE STARTS ON
19 & 20 ‘98.

BIG BIG

'DISCOUNT

FURNITURE SALE ON A VERY
LOW LOW PRICES
Stop by and see our Showroom

located at:

LA FIESTA-1I San Roque

LA FIESTA | TEL. 323-0000
T.H. LIMITED TEL/FAX 234-1567
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By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
REPRESENTATIVE Heinz
Hofschneideris presently work-
ing on a constitutional amend-
ment that will remove the con-
cept of “free education™ in the
CNMI Constitution.

Hofschneider said the re-
moval of “free education™ will
allow the Public School Sys-
tem to receive money from pri-
vate donors or any private sup-
port.

Under the amendment,
Hofschneider said PSS will
charge a nominal fee to all

Heinz Hofschneider

CNMI public school students.
“We can deal with issues relat-

ing tostudents from indigent fami-
lics who cannot even pay the
nominal fee. We will deal with
them by some grant or assistance
provided through appropriations,”
Hofschneider said.

Upon the removal of free edu-
cation concept, Hofschneider said
PSS and the government will be
more accountable for the type of
education they want to envision
and deliver to CNMI students.

Hofschneider is planning to
present the proposed amendment
to the Board of Education as soon
as the draft is completed.

The nominal fee, Hofschneider

Hofschneider wants amendment to
remove concept of ‘free education’

said, could help the PSS to gen-
crate some funding outside the
yearly appropriations from the
government.

The money that will be gen-
crated from the removal of free
education will help PSS to aug-
ment its budget from the 15
percent annual appropriations
it is receiving from the CNMI
government.

The move of Hofschneider
was made after the PSS an-
nounced its projected budget
shortfall of $4.4 million for the
entire fiscal year.

Continued on page 21

Norita clan wants compensation for land used as road

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
THE MOTHER of Department
of Public Safety Deputy Com-
missioner Clyde Norita has filed
a case agamst the government
asking compensation forherprop-
erty which the government took
for public use.

In her complaint for declara-
tory and injunctive relief filed
before the Superior Court. Mrs.
Julia Kotomar Norita has asked
that she be paid for the 3, 589
square meters of land which the
eovernment acquired and con-
verted into a part of the Chalan
Pale Arnold Road in Tanapag.

Also named respondents in the

case were len other persons whom
the woman did not identify in the
charge sheet.

Mrs. Norita authorized herson,
Clyde, who s the acting commis-
stoner of DPS. torepresent her in
the case by appointing the official
as her attorney-in-fact.

In her complaint-affidavit,
Norita alleged that the govern-
ment through the Marianas Pub-
lic Lands Corporation (MPLC)
notified her late husband, Julian,
on November 15, 1989 about its
interest in acquiring the property.

The government also asked
Julian whetherhe wantsto gointo
a land exchange as way of pay-
ment for the property which will

be taken, however, the owner did
not reportedly like the idea.

However. the government was
reportedly determined to take the
land as Mrs Norita. through her
lawyer, Brien Sers Nicholas, had
alleged.

She claimed that then “Gover-
nor Pedro P. Tenorio certified to
the MPLC that the decedent’s
(Julian) property be acquired for
public use. as required by law.”

In 1993, after negotiations,
Julianand the governmentreport-
edly notched an agreement
wherein the former agreed to take
some 131,597 square meters of
land in San Juan area, Marpi, as
compensation,

The government, however.
failed to give the lotto Julian until
he died. The husband conveyed
the lot in Tanapag to Julia whom
he had administered to pursue the
deal with the government.

Mrs. Norita said it is now im-
possible to pursue the land cx-
change deal since the lot in Marpi
had already been leased to the
Bird Island Development Incor-
porated which is planning to build
a golf resort.

Mrs. Norita has asked the court
to an injunction and stop the gov-
ernment and all the respondents
from “‘using and continuing lo
improve her property for use as a

Continued on page 21

PSS seeking
more retirees
as substitute
teachers

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
EDUCATION Commissioner
RitaH. Inos announced yesterday
that the Public School System is
seekingadditional retireestoserve
as substitute teachers beginning
school opening next month.

Inos said the system does not
have any funds to pay for the
substitute teachers.

The volunteers will be serving
PSS in case a certain teacher is il
or has a family emergency.

PSS stated that Saipan schools
require at least one substitute
teacher per school per day.

Serving as a volunteer at the
public school in one’s commu-
nity. according to Inos. provides
retirces with an opportunity (o
help the children. the school and
the community where they live.

She also said that retired each-
ers and retired school administra-
tors have been muking a difter-
ence in the education ol children
in public schools by serving as
volunteers.

The call of the commissioner
for the participation of volunteer
personnel was initiated early De-
cember to offset the number of
people leaving the system and not
todisrupt the services and classes
in all CNMI public schools.

In early reports, Inos said PSS

Continued on page 21
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Toys delivered to Karidat

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE UNITED States Armed
Forces Veterans Association
(USAFVA) donated $7 thou-
sand worth of toys and children
shoes to Karidat yesterday.

USAFVA Chairman Mac
Chargualaf said the donation

was generated from the veter- °

ans’ toy collection drive last
Saturday at Ada Gymnasium.

“At first, we thought of giv-
ing gifts to people with disabili-
ties but we were afraid that we
may not be able to handle the
large number of citizens with
disabilities on Saipan.”
Chargualaf said.

Among the generous people
who showed support and do-
nate some brand new toys and

children’s shoes were Roland
Jastillana. the owner of Golden
Lobster Restaurant and the stu-
dents from the Mount Carmel
School.

Chargualaf said the 1998 Miss
CNMI-International Sonya
Pangelinan was the one who
conducted the toy-collection
projectat Mount Carmel School.

“It was actually for the
Thanksgiving Toy Drive for the
pediatrics ward of Common-
wealth Health Center and to the
Children Developmental Cen-
ter but it was such a short notice
that I wasn't able to get enough
toys for everyone.” Pangelinan
explained.

She instead went ahead in the

hanksgiving Drive and gave
away giant baskets filled with

EOMPUTER SERVICE AND SALES

re Customer .

100% Pure Ci _
! Satisfaction!

“it Doesn’t Get Any Better Than This™

BEACH ROAD CHALAN LAOLAO (Next to Triple J Motors and CNMi Travel)
Phone 2356111, Fax 235-6714

Karidat Exec. Director Annie Guerrero (2nd from left) and For the Children President Janice Sablan (right)

receive the toy and children shoe donations from members of US Armed Forces Veterans Association and
1998 Miss NMi-International Sonya Pangelinan (fourth from left) outside the Karidat office in Chalan Kanoa

yesterday.

other goodies such as coloring
books, crayons and board
games.

Two weeks ago, Mount
Carmel  School  called
Pangelinan because the students
were interested in giving out
toys to the needy people.

Use your rebate as a down payment or just put it in the bank!

WIN A GUAM
SHOPPING

Buy any new or qualifying used car
and you'll be entered automaticaly!
* $500 shopping spree at Kmart
* Round trip airfare to Guam on PIA
* 1 Night at the Guam Airport Hotel
* FREE 1 day Budget car rental

O citommns it~

Beach Road, Ga

Wy TRIPLE J MOTORS

NEW CARS * USED CARS * PARTS « SERVICE
rapan Phone: 234-7133 ¢ Fax 234-3052

*0n approval of credit. See dealership for complete detaly

Pangelinan started collecting
toys which are mostly brand new
items and gave ittothe toy drive
of USAFVA.

Karidat for their part is work-
ing closely with Community
Giving Tree Project which is
composed of For The Children
Campaign, Rotary Club os
Saipan, Division of Youth Ser-
vices and Karidat.

Karidat Executive Director

Photo by Louie C. Alonso

Annie Guerrero said they will
be turning the toys to the Com-
munity Giving Tree Project.
For The Children Campaign
President Janice Sablan said the

tree project is set up on several

stores on Saipan such as in
Joeten, Townhouse, C Mart and
Price Costco.

“We put cards on the tree with
children’s names, age and their

Continued on page 21

- Election Commiss

cuitCourt of Appeals’ decision
granting the Democratic candi-
dates’ request for a stay of the
gubernatorial runoff election
ordered by District Court Judge
John Unpingco.

“We are on the phone right
now, telling our staff to inform
all agencies involved with the
election that there will not be 2
runoff this Saturday,” acting
GEC Director Liz Blas said.
“Now we can rest a little at
least.”

The GEC staff has been go-
ing [ull-speed since the general

pended all election-related-ac- - supposed runoff, the GEC had

tivities following the Ninth Cir- - -

- tion of its Exccutive Director

In preparation for Saturday's

conducted precinctofficial semi-
nars; printed - ballots, and con-
ducted absentee voting within
their offices.

The commission is also deal-
ing with the apparent resigna-

Henry Torres, who stormed out
of a board meeting Monday and
said he was quitting.
Although Torres has not
showed up for work since the
meeting, he did not submit a
formalresignation in writing and
did conduct a precinct official
seminar Tuesday night.
Continued on page 21

GVB election set Jan. 5

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — The Guam Visi-
tors Bureau (GVB) will be hold-
ing its board of directors election
onlJan.5,1999toelect fourdirec-
tors for the new fiscal year.

According to GVB, notice has
already been sent to all GVB
members and the nominations
committee is meeting to finalize
details.

Only members that have paid
their dues by Oct. 7 are eligible to
vote because Public Law 17-32
requires the bureau to solicit 20
percent of in-kind contributions
from the GVB membership.

The GVB board of directors is
comprised of 12 voting directors
and one alternate director. Five of
the directors are appointed by the
Governor with confirmation by
the Legislature. Twodirectors are
appointed by the Speaker of the
Legislature while four arc elected
by a majority vote of the GVB
membership and serve two-year
terms.

The 12th board member is se-
lected last through a vote requir-
ing concurrence of at least eight
other directors, with the stipula-
tion that the 12th director must be

Continued on page 22
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Hakubotan files countersuit

HAKUBOTAN Saipan Enter-

prises, Inc. has filed a
countersuit against Saresco,
Inc., a French corporation for
$30 million for fraud, breach of
contract, predatory practices
with intent to destroy
Hakubotan’s business, unfair
competition and intentional in-
terference with business rela-
tions.

Hakubotan asked for punitive
damages of at least $2 million

each against Saresco and two of

An International wholesale distribution company is seeking a
talented and responsible applicant for the position of

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Previous sales experience required

Previous experience in wholesale distribution preferred
Professional image and attitude necessary

Motivated, reliable, self-starters need only apply!

8383

Please apply in person at Chalan Kiya Industrial Center #4
or Phone 235-2706, Fax 235-2711

The successful candidate will be required to provide a health
certificate and police and traffic clearances.

# % %+ LOCAL HIRE ONLY * * *

its employees, Arnaud Delattre
and Herve Bonnejean, a news
release from Hakubotan’s at-
torney RobertJ. O’Connor said.

O’Connor explained that
Saresco, whichistryingtoestab-
lish itself as a major player in the
lucrative worldwide duty free
market, approached Hakubotanin
1997 presenting itself as a “*‘white
knight” who would use Saresco’s
name and resources to boost
Hakubotan’s sales and streamline
its management.

However, instead of fulfill-
ing its “white knight” role, the
counterclaim filed on Tuesday
charges that Saresco made
fraudulently false promises in

order to induce Hakubotan into
an arrangement which would
destroy Hakubotan and allow
Saresco to take over
Hakubotan’s business.

According to the counter-
claim, “Saresco France, Delattre
and Bonnejean made represen-
tations that if Saresco France
were permitted to take over the
Hakubotan Store then Saresco
France would pay to refurbish
and expand the Hakubotan Store
and to immediately increase the
quality, sclection and volume
of merchandise in the Saipan
Store.”

“During these discussions,
Saresco France, Delattre and

Bonnejean represented that the
sales in the Hakubotan Store
would increase substantially un-
der the management of Saresco
France and because of the reno-
vations in the Hakubotan Store
and the greatly increased qual-
ity, selectionand volume of mer-
chandise to be supplied by
Saresco France,” the rclease
read.

However, the counterclaim
said, “Saresco France did not
increase the quality, selection
and volume of merchandise for
sale at the Hakubotan Store as
promised. Saresco France did
notundertake renovations to the
Hakubotan Store.”

o)
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Dee 29.24.280h

GCHRISTMAS BELUXE RCGM PRCKAGE
Deluxe Room Overmght Stay on Dec.23.24.25th

Includes Roast Beef Set Dinner for 2 persons
Al for only 999 per mght (tax meluded)

Adults S14.40

Adults §17.50

MA‘IP?P

NEW YEAR'S SPECIARL BRUNEHR
At Coffee Shop Plumeria from 11:00am - 2:00 pm

Children $9.60
%% SAIPAN DIAMOND HOTEL
Make your reservations Tel, 234-5900 ext. 267 or 376 Fax. 234-5909

Adults §14.40

Das 258h

ez 28.24.280

Coffee Shop Plumeria Dinner Special 6:00pm o 9.00pm

¢0% discount

Jam dad 99

CHRISTMAS DAY SPECIAL BRUNGH
fit Coffee Shop Plumeria from l.00am < 2.00pm
Children 59.60

free gifts for children only while supplhies last

DNae 24.28.31.~ Jam @th ‘98
EKINESE BINNER BUFFET SPECIAL

Al you can eat 30 kinds of Special Menu (6:00pm - 9:00pm)
Children §10.00
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THE MARIANAS Visitors Au-
thority informs the general pub-
lic thatthe "99 Visit the Marianas
Year dive sub-committee will
be having a meeting on Thurs-
day, December 17 at the
Marianas Visitors Authority of-
fice Conference Room at 7 p.m.

The purpose of the meeting is
to go over planned underwater
events for 1999,

The following topics will be
discussed:

» Dive Stamp Rally;

« World' Largest Dive and

« Underwater Photo Contesl.

The committee is seeking vol-
unteers for the above-mentioned
events.

Interested individuals or com-
pany must be a member of the
Marianas Visitors Authority and

MVB plans underwater events

must have a diving license is-
sued by the Department of
Commerce with current liabil-
ity insurance.

For more information on
how to become a member of
MV A orabout the cvents, con-
tact Martin F. Duenas at 664-
320041, Troy Williams at 322-
7734 or Mr. Omata at 322-
8781, .

Mitsubishi Motors recently dispatched special instructor Yasuyuki Horii from Japan to conduct new product
training on the new 1999 Mitsubishi Mirage and Montero models. Photo shows Horii (in white shirt) with
technicians Edgar Yusi, Lino Velez, Gino Gerardo, Lorenzo Sangalang, Benigno Dela Cruz, Robert

Guevarra, Roger De Guzman, Joey Hernandez, Aris Gambe and Cris Gambe.

Prices are
at or below
Wholesale Price

RO

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

G’ Jazz band

performs at SVES

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THEE UNIVERSITY of Guam
Jazz Band headed by Dr. Randall
Johnson performed some Christ-
mas picces before San Vicente
Elementary School faculty and
students yesterday.

As a doctor in musical arts,
Johnson is a renowed musician
throughout the Pacific Region. He
makes annual visits to Hawail.
California. Washington, Japan
and Australia as a band and cho-
rale conductor and lecturer of
music.

The UOG Jazz Ensemble in-
cludes some of the finest jazz
musicians in the Marianas, which
makes the ensemble one of the
premier jazz bands in the Pacific.

THENORTHERN Marianas Col-
lege Board of Regents is sched-
uled to hold a special meeting
today, December 16 at 2 p.m. in
the Board of Regents Conference
Room at the NMC As Terlaje
campus.

The purpose of the meeting is

. Maybelline

Duracell

Special NMC Board meeting

. Barnabys .-
. Children’s Book - -

The activity at SVES yesterday
is partof the band’s promotion for
the upcoming Christmas musical
called “White Christmas.”

White Christmas is a musical
production of Mount Carmel
School that incorporates music
from a wide variety of classic
American composers and musi-
cians.

Also present in the show yes-

‘terday is “White Christmas’ Di-

rector Galvin Guerrero. He said
that while most of the music in
White Christmas 1s from Irving
Berlin, additional pieces include
songs from Louis Prima, Joseph
Garland and Herny Mancini.
The production, Guerrero said,

* fuses acting. singing and dancing

Continued on page 21

to complete plans for the reorga-
nization of the college.

Board meetings are open to the
public. However, individual per-
sonnel matters, some of which
may be involved in the reorgani-
zation are subject to private, ex-
ccutive session discussion.

. Foster Grant Sunglasses -

WYL, Ty 7
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Former Congressman Ben Blaz talks about his new book.
Photo by C.J. Urquico

Former Guam Del. Blaz
launches book on Guam

By Tanya M.C. Mendiola

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — Bisita Guam: A
Special Place in the Sunis former
Guam Delegate Ben Blaz’s con-
tribution to the Centennial cel-
ebration of the island’s Spanish-
American history.

Blaz said the book is a product
of Guam from one of its native
sons. The book was not intended
to be a school text, but rather for
reading enjoyment for all audi-
ences.

Blaz said that he does hope,
however, that the Department of
Education will choose to use it as
a supplement in its curriculum.

The boak is an off-shoot from
Blaz’ weekly television program
Bisita Guam.

on-island from a “Discover
America” trip.

A Special Place in the Sun can
be purchased at most local book-

stores on island. Blaz is planning
for a second edition and said the
challenge of writing the book is
what made it fun. The book is
“pocket-sized” and Blaz said that
he did this intentionally, so it can
conveniently fit in a lady’s hand
purse or in a gentleman's coat
pocket.

He decided to write the book
because he noticed that not many
things were being done to com-
memorate the anniversary of the
American acquisition of the is-
land from Spain. Blaz said he
worked feverishly tocomplete the
book, last June, just a day before
the 100th anniversary of the Span-
ish-American War.

The book is a reflection of the
island people’s Spanish and

century approaches.
A Special Place inthe Sun starts
off humbly, with Blaz walking on
Continued on page 21

FL’s walkathon Saturday

ONCE again First Lady Sophie
P. Tenorioisinviting everyone
to participate in a health walk-
a-thon along a portion of the
SaipanBeach Pathway this Sat-
urday.

“Walking protects you from
heart disease and helps prevent
diabetes, hypertension, os-
teoporosis and depression.

Inaddition, walking provides
quality time for families, espe-

cially for our children. I encour-
age everyone from the commu-
nity to join us in promoting health
and well-being. Remember, health
is wealth.

Bring a friend or ncighbor to
walk for life this Saturday, De-
cember 19at6a.m. atKilili Beach
across from the Ada Gym.

Participants will walk to China
House Restaurant and then tum

Continued on page 21

Sophie P. Tenorio

Basket and Gift Arrangements

235-9000

We Deliver

ﬂW,aW,@m@Wd

Gourmet gift baskets and other arrangements.
Featuring: sausages, cheeses, crackers, cookies,
chocolates, wines, coffees, etc..

Ideal for your corporate and family gift giving needs. \

wreaths, garlands, ornaments & other decors.

Also available

D Hawallan Tr OplCS ; Blaz decided to do the program  American influences on its Located across from the Townhouse Shopping Center
ol Gem‘ R afterhisthen five-year-old grand-  culture. It also discusses the di- e Holiday Hours:
- H'ane..s' o son, Vicente, asked Blaz to “dis-  rection in which Blaz sees the FEEES * Mt. Carmed
AL = cover Guam” after they arrived  island heading toward as the 21st Cathedral

)} Monday - Saturday 9:00 am - 8:00 pm
i Sunday 11:00 am - 6:00 pm

Locally Owned

| ‘BedchRoad -

Townhouse
Shepping Centep

son of Clleon Civizes

0 0 P R “
Mcmnesm Sales B “P apett?ack BOOKS B |, T It's that time of year again! Great food, lots of presents— long lines... this year,
- . Goloring Books T e :
K o iTraveI ‘BO’OkS i L, RN o why not spend Christmas doing things you really want instead of waiting in long
Co ,Flash .Cards i vy l ; lines and fighting with that nice lady for that parking spot! Pick up a Gift Certificate
re-1nvento  "Zore”  Therel S
: ] . -Lighters T - R 1 from Saipan Cellular & Paging! it can be applied to cell phones, pagers,
o _Qolgaté.. Toothpaste & Brush o N , accessories, heck even airtime! It's easy to do and easy to give! This year give
o Hersheys Candies & Bak'ng GQOdS ' ;‘ that someone special a Gift Certificate with a ring to it!
- Amurol Gums & Candies -
. Bazooka Gums & Candies. | ! 4 ¢
! g | ' .
and many more items! ., | f HQPP\/ HOUJQY{‘.

I SAIPAN CELLULAR g PAGING  ©

The Choice is Clear.

Sales Starts -~
| December 17, 18, 19 -
BB e g P o g

Lower Base Nextto L& T
- 8:30 am-5:00 pm :
Tel: 322-3909/10/ 11

For more information call 235-PAGE.
Gualo Rai Commercial Center, Main Building next to First Hawaiian Bank on Middle Road.
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FSM teacher gets |
regional award

NOUMEA (Pacnews) — A third
erade teacher from the Federated
States of Micronesia has been
named the Seerctariat of the Pa-
cific Community’s Health Person
of the Year.

Makato Siren of Chuuk. was
given the award atthe end of a five-
day health promotion workshop in
Noumea., New Caledonia, last
week.

SPC says Makato Siren first
fearned about the benefits of a
healthy diet and home food pro-
duction through several health and

nutrition programmes supported by
the United Nations Children’s
FFunds.

Starting with his family and later,
his community. in helping them
gain the same understanding and
health benefits, Siren organised a
club family food production in
1990.

Since then. the clubhas involved
over 35 families and 300 people.

Previous winners of the award
include Tonga’s King Tauta’ahau
Tupou. and Iroji Michael Kabua of
the Marshall Islands.

Australia’s Downer calls for
more reglonal cooperation

HONIARA (Pacnews) —
Australia’s Foreign Minister.
Alexander Downer. has calied for
more cooperationamong members
of the South Pacific Forum.

Downer says it is more impor-
tant than ever that countries in the
region work togetherin the areas of
trade and the environment.

He says global warming is a re-
gional concern and countries in the
regionshould work togetherto raise

Continued on page 21

Somal Securlty pumps $18M
a year into A. Samoa economy

HONOLULU (Pacnews) — The
United States Social Security Ad-
ministration provides the Ameri-
can Samoa economy with about
$18 million a year.

The Director of the US Office of
Insular Affairs in Washington,
Allen P. Stayman, has revealed the
figure.

He says statistics for 1997 show
that4,166residents of the US South

Pacificteri 101y received retircmcnt

Fiji sugar
industry
pact OK’d

SUVA (Pacnews) — A new in-
dustrial accord between workers
and millers in Fiji's sugar industry
is expected to bring greater indus-
trial harmony to the troubled in-
dustry.

Three of Fiji's sugar industry
unions have signed an yaccord with
the Fiji Sugar Coxpox ation.

Continued on paae 21

or disability checks.

The average monthly amount for
retired workers was $422.

Disabled workers received an
average $497 a month.

Social Security benefits in the
United States are funded by taxes
on workers and their employers.

The current rate charged each is
7.65 percent of the employee’s pay
amount on up to a maximum of
$68,400 a year.

Aboutseven percentof all Ameri-

can Samoans now receive social
security benefits, compared to about
16 percent in the US nationwide.

One of the reasons for the lower
number is the relative youth of the
American Samoa population.

Many neighbouring Samoans
and some Tongans who worked in
American Samoa and retired to
their homelands also rcceive So-
cial Security benefits.

Currently, the number is 99 in
Samoa and 16 in Tonga.

Solomons police maintain
patrols as tensions continue

HONIARA (Pacnews) —
Solomon Islands police are main-
taining their nightly patrols in the
capital, Honiara, and outside the
city boundary in an effort to stem
any more trouble following the re-
cent threats of violence on north-
west Guadalcanal.

Police confirm the situation is
still tense but under control.

The threats of violence came as

tension rose in Honiara this week,
after the Premier of Guadalcanal
province, Ezekiel Alebua, de-
manded the national government
compensate the province for the
capital being located in
Guadalcanal.

He also said the government
should pay the province rent for
Honiara, and that people from out-

Continued on page 21
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Marshalls officials unhappy:

FEMA food program cut off

By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MAJURO — A U.S.-provided
disaster relief feeding program is
slated to end in January, but local
officials are questioning the cut-
off, saying that many islands have
not yet recovered from the impact
of EI Nino drought in early 1998.

Inresponsetothe U.S. announce-
ment that food supplies will stop
next month, a Marshall Islands di-
sister official last Thursday dis-
puted the U.S. Federal Emergency
Management Agency’s (FEMA)
assessment that crops damaged by
the lengthy EI Nifo drought are
now recovering on all inhabited
outer islands in this north Pacific
nation.

The Marshalls was hit with a
long drought that began in Decem-
ber 1997 andended inJune. FEMA
provided emergency water mak-
ing equipment for several islands,
as well as instituting anemergency
food program for islanders whose
crops were damaged by the El Nifio
drought.

FEMA has been providing food
to about one third of the Marshalls’
population of 60,000 since June,

8 AM to 8 PM
NESTOR or MARTIN

but reduced the shipments by fifty
percent beginning in November in
anticipation of a phase-out.

The decision was based on a
report by FEMA agriculture spe-
cialist Leo Migvar, who visited
four outer islands and the capital,
Majuro, recently. “All the crops
are recovering due to the recent
heavy rainfall, especially new
growth of papayas, bananas and
some squash,” he said.

Marshall Islands public assis-
tance officer Andrew Bilimon said

that while on some of -the larger

outer islands the agriculture situa-
tion has improved, this is not the
case on many of the smaller popu-
lated islands.

“Many of the outer islands are
still suffering the effects of the
drought,” he said. Breadfruit and
pandanus on many islands are still
not producing, although this is the
normal season for these staple
crops, Bilimon said.

Bilimon said he is urging the
government’s disaster committee
to recommend that the food for
outer island communities be ex-
tended for an additional three-to-
six months.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17,

While some of the lurger islands
are seeing improved agriculture
growth, the smaller and more re-
mote islands are not doing as well
agriculturally because of the
drought, Bilimon said.

He thinks the reason for this is
the larger islands have a better sup-
ply of ground water compared to
the smaller islands, and so agricul-
ture production was not as seri-
ously affected.

It will take the smaller islands

additional months to recover from
the effects of the drought, he said.

FEMA’s Migvar said, however,
thatthere is little change in the food
situation of people residing on the
outer islands and the feeding pro-
gram should be phased out by the
end of January.

For the past 100 years “the
Marshallese people have been
planting coconuts and abandoning
their taro patches,” he said.

“The coconuts made into copra

1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-135

are sold and in turn they buy rice,
which has pretty much taken the
place of taro as the main starch
food.™

Migvar suid also that copra pro-
duction over the past three years
had decreased “"by only 350 tons
from the average.

Copra production has decreased
very little, therefore it follows that
the food situationisnearly the same

Continued on page 22

By MALOU L. SAYSON
.. Forthe Varisty .
“KOROR (Palau H01 1zon) P

-‘packetceasestobe againful way
of conduetinig busmeqs now that
ftheedgle eyesof theSpecial Pros-
. ecutorare focused onevery“du-

:by entexpusmg government of-
ficials,

"Special Prosecutor Michael
v Rosenthal has warned people in
_public office of stiff ‘penalties,

“not discounting the loss of face,

" Dipping hands into the people's

rblous” transacuon entéred into

Ex-Palau governor settles case

if found in violation of the govem-
ment procurement laws.

- Such. is the case of John K.
RechucherConstiuction Comipany
(JKRC) which has agreed to pay
$80,000.to the State of Ngardmau
as part of a settlement agreement
involving Juggling of Swte CIp
fundsamountingtosome $125,000
by the company owner, himself, a
former governor of Ngardmau, to
benefit'his business.

Rosenthal alsonoted that JKRC
further agreed not to bid on any
constructionprojects funded by any

National or State government for
two years; participate directly or
indirectly in any construction
projects funded by any National

or State government also for two
years, and to operate under a

different name orthrough anomi-

nee.

Under said laws, any attempt
to realize personal gain through
public employment by conduct
inconsistent with the proper dis-
charge of the employee’s duties
is a breach of a public trust in

Continued on page 22

+ NAP FOOD STAMPS
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« CNMI SENIOR CITIZENS

DISCOUNT CARDS

GRAPES
%&\1 99 /Ib.

CALIFORNIA RED SEEDLESS

FRESH CROWNS

BROCCOLI

CHILLED BAR-S

JUMBO FRANKS

S\E 1 nsg /b.

1 B 16 oz. pack

ROAST

CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF CHILLED

BOTTOM ROUND

%2-99

NORBEST

TURKEYS

oz

with

/
RAF\-«SEE/

moisture insert

SEEDLESS

99¢ /b,

' FRESH (ALL SIZES)

‘ TOMATOES

$ 1 l99 /Ib.

CHILLED CLAUSSEN WHOLE OR HALVES

PICKLES e
$ 2 99 32 0Z. JARS

EYE ROUND
STEAK

CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF CHILLED 4

@3.99 /b.

BUTTERBALL

TURKEYS . os:

6-8 \
ANGE /™
-,.//

{

$4,59, °

' FROZEN

TILAPIA

ANY SIZE

PEARS

DELICIOUS OREGON ANJOU
- ?'m ;

“¥_:| | POTATOES |

RED

I v

$1 .29 /1b.

PAULS SOUR CREAM OR

COTTAGE CHEESE |

MINUTE
STEAK

CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF CHILLED

3,9

NEW ZEALAND FRESH CHILLED

KING SALMON

$7-.49 /1b.

CUT TO ORDER
ON REQUEST

-

ta @
i <)

Vressa o dl -

R

ANY SIZE

rrozeN MILKFISH

SWEET

CANTALOUPE

U.S. FRESH SWEET

BUENIZIMA FLOUR &3
TORTILLAS & f
$1 .29 15 oz. size.
REG. 51.49

RIBS

FROZEN DANISH PORK

SPARE $16 95

10.LB. BOX

YELLOWFIN TUNA

SASHIMI or
STEAKS

or

| CHILLED CRIBARI . |,
SPUMANTE

IR U

499

DRY WINE

NEW ZEALAND

STRAWBERRY S
2 99 /basket'

u.s. FRESHM. —~—

EGGS ! L !

\kw . i

179

medium size.

e e e e

foiclahistvoih il

DIAMOND G U.S.

CALROSE

e ey e e e B R ———

$ 1 5.95 /1b.

50 LB. BAG

CHRISTMAS SUPPLIES INCLUDES
WRAPPING : DECORATIONS

BUY 1 GET 2'° FREE!!!




’FIRST COME FIRST

'FREE FERRY RIDES BETWEEN SAIPAN AND TINIAN!

SERVE BASIS

DEPART TINIAN

Registration

Saturday December 19, 1998
First prize guaranteed $1,000 cash.
Prize pool: $1,500. Spot prizes and giveaways.

fee: $15 includes Tournament Buffet.

Registration starts 6:30PM.
Tournament commences 7:00PM.

24-hour hotline reservation Casino Guest Services
Tel: (670) 328-2809/2810/2811

Fax: (670) 328-1186.

*Inclusive of tax. CNMIi and Guam residents only.
Valid only on Friday night 18 through Sunday 20 December 1998.

Contact Reservations

Tel (670) 328-2311 or Fax (670) 328-1135

y Hotel & Casino

invites you to join our

Saturday and Sunday 19-20 December 1998
Celebrate Christmas this Weekend in Tinian!

WEEKEND FUN AT
THE POOLSIDE

Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 December only. 8:00AM-6:00PM

December is the time to remember that special
someone with a Christmas Gift.

Come and see our Christmas Goodies Display
at the Hotel Lobby.

December 10-31 1998 10:00AM - 10:00PM daily.

Chocolate angels and Santas.

Fresh oven-baked breads.

Gingerbread Hearts, Gingerbread House.

Christmas cakes and stollen, cookies and many more.
All especially created by our finest pastry chef.

Order 24 hours in advance your Christmas Roast Turkey and
Christmas Cake now. Christmas Hampers also available.
Free delivery for orders over $35.00 in Tinian and Saipan.

Contact F&B Department
Tel (670) 328-2111 or Fax (670) 328-1101.

CLUB DE MACAU

Newest disco and karaoke venue on Tinian. Experience
the beat and the rage with the latest lighting and sound

equipment. Drinks from $2.50. Open 6 days (Tuesdays).

Sunday - Men’s Night 7:00PM-2:00AM

Contact F&B Department for Christmas Party Packages for
10-200 friends. Tel. (670) 328-2111 Fax (670) 328-1101

a ' JADE LADY GARAPAN
' SAIPAN SUNSET | ELEMENTARY
CRUISE SCHOOL

@ Tinian
nasty-
j—l()lel & Casino

Bet with your head, not over it.

One Broadway, P.O. Box 1133, Tinian MP 96952

.
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Grenade explodes at RP mall

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines
(AP) — At least 65 people were
injured when a grenade exploded

~ inside a shopping mall filled with

Christmas shoppers in the south-
ern Philippines, police said
Wednesday.

About 200 people crowded the
five-story Shopper’s Plaza in
Zamboanga for a one-day sale
Tuesday when an explosion
ripped through a third-floor toy
section, said Zamboanga City
police chief Karib Muammil.

The blast sent panicking shop-
pers fleeing from the building,
said Muammil. At least 15
people were hospitalized and
about 50 others were treated for
bruises and other slight inju-
ries.

“There was pandemonium,”
said Shiela Celorio, who said she
saw a grenade roll down anisle in
the toy section. “People panicked.

They were screaming and rush-
ing downstairs. My God. I was so

afraid. Ithought there will be more
explosions.”

“I tried to seek cover. It ex-
ploded just seconds later,” she
said.

Leah Lapinig, another cus-
tomer, said many people were
hurt in the stampede that fol-
lowed the blast.

“People were pushing each
other. I was knocked down on
the floor, got up and ran to-
wards the stairs,” she said.

Muammil quoted witnesses as
saying two men were involved
in the attack. he refused to give
details.

Investigators believed the sus-
pects were members of Muslim
extremist Abu Sayyaf group,
which has been reported to have
links with Saudi Arabian dissi-
dent Osama Bin Laden blamed
in the bombings of the U.S. Em-
bassies in Tanzania and Kenya
in August.

It is the smaller but more vio-

Japan promises to keep

Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
promised continued assistance for
Cambodia when he met Cambo-

Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) which began
Tuesday.

“We would like to keep assist-
ing Cambodia to achieve eco-
nomicrecovery and development.
particularly in the field of build-
ing human resources and legal
infrastructure,” Obuchi was
guoted by a senior Japanese For-
cign Ministry official as telling
Hun Sen.

Hun Sen asked Tokyo to pro-
vide low cost yen loans in addi-
tion to grants during the bilateral
Lalks. the official said.

“We will be considering them
(the loans) cautiously, bearing in
mind Cambodia’s future repay-
ment burden,” Obuchi said.

Japanis Cambodia’s largestaid
donor but has provided only
arants, not loans.

proved prospect for Cambodia’s
membership in ASEAN, the offi-
cial said. He did not elaborate.

Saturday - Dec. 19 98 1:00PM 6:30PM, 10:00PM C H R I STMAS dian Prime Minister Hun Sen on Japan has been supporting
Sunday-  Dec. 20 98 1:30AM 6:00AM, 9:30AM, 1:00PM, 6:30PM, 10:00PM Tuesday. Cambodia’s bid tobecome amem-

] . . . . Both leaders are here to atiend  ber of the regional grouping com-
Monday - Dec. 2198 1:30AM, G'OOAM',Q'SOAM 1:00PM D E Ll CAT E S S E N a two-day summit meeting of  prising Malaysia, Indonesia, Laos,

the Philippines, Myanmar,
Singapore, Thailand, Viethamand
Brunei.

Obuchi said Japan would host
international meetings in Tokyo
on assistance for Cambodia as
early as February, so that it could
receive help from the global com-
munity, not just Japan.

Japan will invite Hun Sen to join
ameeting of the International Com-

mittee for the Reconstruction of

Cambodia, as well as an interna-
tional conference for the economic
rehabilitation of the country to be
co-sponsored by the World Bank.

Hun Sen thanked Obuchi for
Japan’s support in Cambodia’s
nationwide clection on July 26.

Japansent32observersand gave
$3 million to the United Nations
Development Program to help
monitor the poll.

an Italian missionary priest, the
family of a Taiwanese business-
man and a group of Hong Kong
and Malaysian traders.

lent of two Muslim rebel groups  southern Philippines.
still fighting the Manila gov- It has been linked to several
ernment to establish an inde-  recent kidnappings n

pendent Islamic state in the  Mindanao, including those of

DEPART SMPAN , Bring your family along and enjoy the sun. . h 1 . .

Saturday - Dec.1998 | 8:00AM, 11:00AM, 5:00PM, 8:00PM, 11:30PM FREE use of Swimming Pool, Changing Room ‘

Sunday- Dec.2098 | 3:00AM B:00AM, 11:00AM, 5:00PM, 8:00PM, 11:30PM and Gymnasium. »: Oon neiping Cambodia

Monday - Dec. 2198 3:00AM | HANOI (Reuters) — Japan's Obuchi congratuated the im- A boy playfully pushes a tr/cyc/e as its driver struggles to pedal in a flooded street Wednesday in Manila

as sudden rain submerged low lying areas in the city. AP

TEL.: 233-1515/2345 - GARAPAN

Extended 20% Discgunt

Bring any of your calling cards to qualify for
the raffle which will be held every Sunday and
be the lucky winner of Dinner for 2 for FREE!

Just listen to...

(3]
* ...for the winning entry.

MIDDLE ROAD

—

4— ToAMERICAN MEMORIALPARK  BEACH ROAD

SHOGUN SHOGUN

L 123 SIEAK HOUSE

STORE

PAYLESS [ vans W
SHOLS CROSSANT!

T ai Prime Minister Chuan Leekpa/ delivers his statement during the
ASEAN Summit in Hanoi Tuesday. The leaders hope to resolve the
economic crisis plaguing the region. AP

BAKERY 2ND FLR

Tel: (670) 328-2233 Fax: (670) 328-1133.
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3,000 tons of waste
dumped in Cambodia

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia
(AP) - The discovery of 3.000
tons of waste leftnearCambodia’s
only seaport has environmental
officials fearing their country is
being used as a toxic dumping
ground.

The waste _ a jumble of rubble
and dirt _ was found 185 kilome-
ters (113 miles) southwest of
Phnom Penh on the outskirts of
the port town of Sihanoukville
fast week. It was shipped from
Taiwan by a local company in
November, Environment Minis-
ter Mok Mareth said Tuesday.

Secrecy surrounding the waste
has led to fears that it is toxic, he
said. The ministry has asked the
U.N. Development Program to
assist in bringing in a chemical
expert to analyze the material.

“It seems that the waste comes
from an incinerator plant,” said
Mok Mareth, who surveyed the
dump site last week. “We don’t
know clearly whether it is toxic
or not. We need to have it ana-
lyzed in a laboratory.”

A pollution control official
was quoted in The Cambodia
Daily newspaper Tuesday as
saying there have been reports
that villagers who have scav-
enged through the dump are now

suffering from skin rashes.

Mok Mareth said a customs
invoice identifies the importer
as alocal company named Muth
Mony. The Interior Ministry has
been asked to assist in the in-
vestigation of the dumping, but
the company has so far not been
located.

“Toxic or not toxic, the com-
pany has violated the law be-
cause waste is prohibited to
come into Cambodia, so they
must be punished,” Mok Mareth
said.

An environmental law was
passed by the Cambodian legis-
lature in 1996, but sections of
the law that would define ac-
ceptable levels of pollution have
not been written.

An American company ap-
proached the government ear-
lier in the year with a proposal
to build adlrs 300 million waste
incineration plantin Cambodia,
but Mok Mareth said the plan
and others like them have been
rejected.

“All the investors who want
to dump waste in my country ...
should stop their activities,” he
said. “We cannot accept that.
Waste is something you must
manage yourself.”

Chlnese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan (left) toasts U.S. Ambassador James Sasser at a reception

commemorating the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the Sino-American Diplomatic Relationship, in

Beijing Monday.

AP

Chinese trade minister
leaves for talks in U.S.

BEILJING (AP) - China sent its
trade minister Tuesday to talks in
the United States, glossing over
U.S. anger over a soaring trade
deficit.

Shi Guangsheng, who heads the

Price Costco

Tasi Tours
Mobil Micronesia
Payless Supermarket

Rep. Malua T. Peter
Mrs. Raphacla O. Perry
Governor’s Office (SAA)
Carolinian Affairs Inc.
Cotmen

Ms. Lani R. Pua

Ms. Cinta M. Kaipat

Commonwealth Maritime

Herman’s Modern Bakery
Pacific Trading Company

Carolinian dffairs Bffice
Commontwelth of the Northern Mariana Islands

®ffite of the Gobernor

On behalf of Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, I would
like to extend our sincere appreciation and gratitude to the following individuals and
organizations for your unsclfish support and contribution in making the 1998
Children’s Mini Park Christmas Spirit Lighting a great success:

DONORS

Rev. Father Isidro T. Ogumoro
Mr. Ike DLG. Demapan

Office of Special Programs (DPS)
Mjjwar Enterprises

JG Sablan Water & Ice Company
McDonald’s

Koblerville Elem. School
Garapan Headstart Center

CK Headstart Center

San Vicente Elem. School

WSR Elem. School

Oleai Elem. School

Tanapag Elem. School

Marianas High School

Job Training Partnership Act

And to all who contributed to this worthwhile undertaking who have been inadvert-
ently left out, we than you. Your support in these economically difficult times, is an
inspiration to all and we arc very grateful.

A special thanks to the very supportive parents and teachers and especially to all the
young kids who participated in this memorable occasion. This event wouldn’t have
been possible without your help.
Olomwaay Reemi me Ammeseighil Ubwutiwel Layal Luugh me Fféél Raagh.

/s/FRANK M. RABAULIMAN
Exccutivc Assistant for CAQO

Economic Cooperation, and U.S.
Commerce Secretary William
Daley will host a meeting of a
joint commerce and trade com-
mission on Thursday.

For several months, U.S. offi-
cials have criticized China for
running up trade surpluses and
keeping its markets closed.

On the eve of Shi’s departure,
an aide to Daley warned that
China’s projected $ 60 billion
trade surplus with the United
States was

becoming a prominent political
issue in Washington.

“I believe we are at a turning

point in our commercial relation-
ship with China,” U.S.
Undersecretary of Commerce
David Aaron told a think tank in
Washington Monday. “Itmay well
be that trade is the most disturb-
ing factor in the relationship.”

China’sstate-run Xinhua News
Agency quoted Shi as saying he
hoped his Washington meeting
would reduce disagreements be-
tween the two countrices.

In keeping with that tone, a
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
man played down previous criti-
cism of new U.S. rules on wood
packaging materials from China
as a form of protectionism.

Washington insists the rules are
intended to prevent infestation by
the Asian

long-horned beetle, which bur-
rows into the wood crates.

“This question will be resolved
through dialogue and consulta-
tion. It will not affect the Sino-
U.S. relationship nor will it affect
the normal proceeding of Sino-
U.S. trade ties,” the spokesman,
Sun Yuxi, said at a media brief-
ing.

Shi was accompanied by a 24-
person delegation from the State
Development Planning Commis-
sion, the Ministry of Information
Industry and the Civil Aviation
Administration of China.

The United States is China’s
biggest export market and the es-
timated dlrs 60 billion surplus in
Beijing’s favor would be a 20
percent increase over last year.

Washingtonhas accused Beijing
of tightening its already closed
markets and insisted on greater
access before allowing China into
the World Trade Organization.

During a trip to Beijing in Sep-
tember, Aaron said China was
erecting new barriers to trade and
investment in power plants, tele-
communications and pharmaceu-
ticals.
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Emotions flare at Anwar trial:

Police conspiracy
theory quashed

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) - Lawyers for jailed dissi-
dent Anwar Ibrahim erupted in
anger Tuesday after the judge
hearing the controversial sex and
corruption case blocked their at-
tempts to prove police had fabri-
cated evidence.

“Mala fide is a very serious issue
which you are brushing aside,” Raja
Aziz Adrusse, Anwar’s chief attor-
ney, told Judge Augustine Paul.
Mala fide is the legal expression
for bad intention.

Raja Aziz protested after an-
other defense lawyer was stopped
from questioning a senior police
official on whether two of
Anwar’s allies had been coerced
into confessing having illegal sex
with the former deputy prime min-
ister.

“You should be careful of your
words. As a senior lawyer, you
should treat the court withrespect,”
Judge Paul retorted.

Raja Aziz persisted: “We have
to establish facts to show mala
fide. We want to show that police
have been consistently getting wit-
nesses to fabricate evidence.”

Tempers flared soon after pros-
ecutors presented a gray-colored
spring mattress, which they say
had semen stains, as evidence to
show that Anwar had indulged in
extramarital sex with his former
secretary’s wife. -

Anwar’s lawyers were trying to
prove Tuesday that police had
forced his adopted brother, Sukma
Dermawan, and his formerspeech
writer, Munawar Aness, to con-
fess in a court that they had been
sodomized by Anwar.

Of the 10 counts, the more seri-

Riot police stand guard In front of Anwar's supporters during the

Anwar Ibrahim

ous charges against Anwar are
ones relating to sodomy. He is
being tried now for four counts of
abuse of power to cover up his
alleged sexual misdeeds.

Inseparate affidavits, Sukmaand
Munawar, who are both serving
six-month sentences for homo-
sexual acts, have alleged that they
were tortured by police to make
their guilty pleas earlier this year.

Appeals against their convic-
tion are pending in court.

“Dr. Munawar said he had never
had homosexual relations with
Anwar or anybody else. He was
forced through torture and hu-
miliation by the police to fabri-
cate evidence against Anwar,”
said Christopher Fernando, one
of Anwar’s lawyers, before the
judge stopped him.

Defense lawyers have tried to
argue that Anwar was a victim of
a political conspiracy involving
senior politicians.

Anwar, who was fired by Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad, has
denied the charges,

saying they were fabricated to
eliminate a political challenge.

Monday court session in Kuala Lumpur. The trial of former deputy
prime minister Anwar Ibrahim took a sensational turn when the pros-
ecution said it would exhibit a semen-stained mattress to prove Anwar

had indulged in illegal sex.

AP

Samsung eyes Russia venture

MOSCOW (AP) - South
Korea's Samsung is consid-
ering starting a telecommuni-
cations joint venture in Rus-
sia despite the economic
troubles both countries are
facing, news reports said Tues-

Electronics met Tuesday with
Russian Deputy Prime Minister
Viadimir Bulgak in Moscow.
The company is
Samsung, one of South Korea’s
largest conglomerates.

They discussed a possible
day. joint venture to make television

by the ITAR-Tass news
agency as saying.

It didn't say who the Rus-
sian partner might be, but
said the talks also addressed
cooperation between
Samsung and Russia’s
Svyazinvest telecommuni-

part of

A delegation from Samsung ~ equipment, Bulgak was quoted cations giant. J
A A .o
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The CNMI Nursing Association wishes to thank the following individuals, agencies, and private businesses for their
generous contribution and participation during the 12th Annual CNMI Nurses Week - November 22-27, 1998:

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio/First Lady Sophie Tenorio
1t. Governor fesus R. Sablan/Annie T. Sablan

Father [saac Ayuyu

Washington Representative Juun N. Babauta

Justice Ed Manibusan/Del Manibusin

Senator Juan P. Tenorio/Rita Tenorio -

Representative Matua Peter

Representative Dino Jones

Representative Max Olopai

Dr. Jose T. Villagomez/Rita Villagomez

Joseph K.P. Villagomez, Secretary of Health
Josephine T. Sablan, Director of Mental Health

Ned $. Arriola, Deputy Secretary for Public Health Administration
Terri Tripp, Deputy Secretary for Hospital Administration
Joe Santos, Medical Referral Administrator

Dr. Laura Post

Drs. George & Stella Christian

Dr. Chris Ebert-Santos

Dr. Calistro Cabrera & Family

ER Physicians

CHC Volunteers

Luis Manibusan & Dental Services Staff

Mariana Sablan & Immunization Program Staff
Public Health Administration Staff

WE &IND LOADS OF

HOLIDAY CHEER
AND DLENTY OF HAPDINESS
ALL THROUGH THE YEARM

bk A

Cindy Tice, NMC Nursing [nstructor
PARAS Agency

SEAS Ageney

JM & Associates

Ben Songsong & Sons

Frank & Bobbie Cabrera

Jack Taitano & CDAC Staff

Blossoms Floral

First Fioral Shop

Herman’s Modern Bakery

Pete Tomokane, General Manager, Pacific Trading Company
Coca Cola Company

Cindy Camacho

Marcey Cepeda

Tina Santos

Angie Villagomez

Margaret Seman

Nell Atalig

KSAI Radio Station

Commonwealth Utilities Corporation
Ty lzuka, President/General Manager, Midway Motors
Thelma Kapileo

Terry Limes

WistEs FOR

PUBLIC N

The following persons with pending Labor and Agency Case are hereby notified to report 1o the Division of Tabor,
Enforcement Section (EBC). Tocated on the 2nd Floor of Afetna Building. Sun Antonio, Saipan on December 21, [V9S,

or on the date specified below.

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

Bepartment of Labor and Jmmigration
Division of Labor N

TN
“Q A
“/"\‘f',\\

EPARTA.

TIGE

HEARING DATLE & TIME

NAMI LABORAGENCY CASIE NO.
1. Bimal K. Basuk 1.C# 96- 181
2. Sherajul Istam LC# 96-181
3. Abdullab Al-Mahmud LC#Y6- 18]
4. Mohammad 1. Hossain [.CH 96-181
5. Mohammad N, Islum CH# 96-181
6. MD. Kamruzeaman CH96-181
7. Mohammad M. Mollah CH#96-181
8. Mohammad Osmian CH#96-181
9, Giasuddin LCH 96-181

|

I

1

l

!
10, Shakawat LLC#96-181
L. MD. Zahedul Islam 1.C# 96181
12, Hogue M. Mollih 1.C# 96-181
13, AB.M. Alamger Miah LC#96-18!
4. MD. Salahuddin Bhuiyan L.C# 96-181
5. MD. Dalim t
16. Niranjan I
17. Makhan Rajbanshi l
I8. Nirangan Karmaker I
19. Hari Das Chakraborty I
i

CHY6-181
JCH# 906-181
.CH#Y06-181
JC#96-181
C#96-181

20. Balaai C. Barman .CH#96-181
21. Zakir Hossain Salim 1.C# 96-181
22, Sreekrishna Das LC# 96-181
23. Shamsul 1.C# 96-181
24, Shawpuan Kumar Ghosh 1.C# 96-181
25. Kajal Sarkar L.C# 96-181
26. MD. Nahidul Islam 1.C# 96-181

27. MD. Manirul Islam LCH# 96-181

Failure to appear at the Division on or before the date and time specified above shall be ground for dismissal of the
above cases and appropriate action and/or sanction shall be taken against the above individuals. including the referrals

of their matters to the Immigration Oftice for their actions.
Dated this 7th dayof December. 1998,

/s/Gil M. San Nicolas

Director of Labor

January 21, 1999
9:00 aum.
(Thursday)
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Israe

JERUSALEM (AP} - Israel’s fi-
nance minister has resigned. Israel
TV reported Tuesday, furthering
Prime  Minister  Benjamin
Netanvahu's political woes.

Yaacov Neeman resigned over
Netanvahu's recent offer of the fi-
nance ministry (o the leader of a
small party. inan effort to broaden
support for his shaky colaition, Is-
racl television reported.

The bid tailed. but Neeman was
angry that he was not even con-
sulted about the bidto replace him.,
the TV suid.

Neemanhasbeenoutof the coun-
wry this week onaski vacation and
his spokesman, Motti Shers, re-
fused 1o comment on the news re-
POI'IS.

Shekel-dollar and stock market
rading were closed by the time
Neeman’s impending resignation
was reported. but a foreign cur-
reneydealerat Bank Hapoatimsaid

i T L ket e P rem e et e o

-THURSDAY- DECEMBER 17,1998

finance minister quits

Yaacov Neeman

he expected the shekel to weaken
as aresult of the news.

The TV suid Netanyahu had ac-
cepted the resignation, but
Netanvahu s oftice would only say
that Netanvahu was aware Neeman
wis considering resigning. and
would the two would discuss the
issuc when Neeman returned

Thursday.
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AGENDA

I PRELINUNARY MATTERS
1. Roll Call

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

I ADOPTION OF MINUTES
IV REPORTS
Pund's Sviatabihity Repont

0 Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
) o COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
/ o

™

: PUBLIC NOTICE

December 14, 1998

PURSUANTTOPUBLICT AN 8-S SECTION |
WND LT GOVERNOR TESUS RO SABLAN. THROUGH THE CDA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, ARE HEREBY GIVING NOTICE THAT THE MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COMMONWEAUTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHOR-
TN CDAVWILE BE HELD ON FRIDAY. DECENBER 18 1998 AT 10:00 AN THE
MEETING WILL BE HELD AT THE NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING
CORPORATION CONFERENCE ROOM. GARAPAN. SAIPAN.

CGOVERNOR PEDRO P.TENORIO

few weeks that Neeman was angry

z Chirman’s Tovecutine Director’s Repornt

Voo ORD BUSINESS

ViDONEW BUSINESS

Vi DOD MATTERS
b Adoption of Minutes

20 Loan Reports
Loan Reqguests

VI ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
. Resolunen

IN. OTHER MATTERS

Xo o ADJOURNANENT

the above avenda tems,
THCCT N CRCCHIIYC NONSTONY )

N SO TENORIO
: v CTy e Board or Diredtor -

PPursant o Poblic Lies X000 Secton 3o

S mterested persons are welcome to attend and o submgt written or ord 1estimony on

Trand Section Fior the Board may vote to

Netanvahu is scrambling to sur-
vive a no confidence motion
planned for Monday.

The crisis in the peace talks has
lefthimespecially vulnerable: hard-
liners on hisrightare unhappy with
the commitments he has already
made to the Palestinians: doves on
his left are unhappy that he has
frozen the peace process.

It has become clear in the past

and frustrated that coalition ma-
neuvering has blocked parliamen-
tary deliberations of the draft bud-
get. By law,abudgetisto be passed
by Dec. 31.

He will be the second finance
ministertoquitduring Netanyahu’s
2 1/2-yeartenure. His predecessor,
DanMeridor, resignedinJune 1997
after one year.

Neeman, one of Israel’s leading
tax lawyers, is a political indepen-

dentcommitted tolowering Israel’s
budget deficit. He maintains har-
monious relations with Bank of
Israel Governor Jacob Frenkel, a
champion of fiscal and monetary
restraint in Israel’s current eco-
nomic climate.

While the resignation damages
Netanyahu's credibility, it also frees
Netanyahu to use the finance minis-
try as a card to attract support before
Monday’s no-confidence vote.

Jordanian Foreign Minister Abdel lllah al-Khatib receives US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright upon

her arrival in Amman Tuesday.

AP

Albright briefs Jordan on

AMMAN Jordan (AP)-US.
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright arrived in Amman
Tuesday to brief Jordanian lead-
ers on President Bill Clinton’s
Middle East trip.

Albright met with Crown
Prince Hassan shortly after she
arrived at a hilltop royal com-
pound by helicopter from neigh-
boring Israel,

Hassan is acting as regent
while King Hussein is in the
United States receiving cancer

ueatment. ,
Albright was scheduled toreturn

to Israel later in the day to join-
Clinton’sentourageonaflightback

home.

on the agenda is a Jordanian re-
quest fora $ 50 million increase in

U.S. economic aid. U.S.annual aid -

to Jordan is $ 225 million.

President Clinton is ont a threg< =

day visit to Israel and the Palestin-
ian tervitories.,
Following a meeting with Israeli

Govemment officials said high
. have failed to ‘persuade Isy i
carty outfurﬂlerWeslBanktroopf :
+withdrawals called for u
peace accords:

Prime Mlmster ] cngammy
Netanyahuand Palestinianleader
Yasser Arafaton Tuesday, Clmton v
dechmdthatthclvﬁddleﬁast' aCE

Clinton, however,v

appeared to';f»

der :

~Jordan, which smned 4 pedce
treaty with Tsrael in 1994 is'an
ardent wppomx of U.S. peace
efforts in the Middle East,

F COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Bureau
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

interest of the

The Legislative Bureau is soliciting proposals for
the purchase of computers, printers, network
related hardware and installation. Detailed
specifications may be picked up at the
Legislative Bureau Office, Jesus P. Mafnas
Memorial Legislative Building in Capital Hill,
Saipan. Proposals should be submitted no later
than 4:00 p.m., December 31, 1998.

Inquiries may be directed to Mr. Walter
Macaranas, Administrative Officer, at telephone
no. 664-1341. The Legislative Bureau reserves
the right to reject any proposal in the best
CiiMI Government.

/s/ JESUS SN LIZAMA
Director, Legislative Bureau

Northern Mariana Islands

RETIREM

Governor,

branches are:

WE'VE MOVED

ENT FUND

The Northern Mariana Islands Retirement
Fund wishes to announce that it has
completed its moved to Capitol Hill, across
from the Administration Office of the
Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands. The new
telephone numbers for the Fund and its

TELEPHONE FAX
RETIREMENT FUND: ~ 664-FUND (664-3863)  664-8080
WCC: 664-8024 664-8074
GHLITF: 664-8026 664-8070

‘prisoners end
hunger's trlke

GAZACITY,Gaza Strip (AP)—
Hundreds of Palestinian prison-
ers in Isracli jails ended a three-
week hunger strike on Tuesday
after President Bill Clinton ac-
knowledged them and their situa-
tion in a speech during his visitto
Gaza.

The strike of so-called security
prisoners, those jailed for politi-
cal ormilitant activity against the
Jewish state, began when Israel
refused to include then in a mass
release agreed to as part of the
latest ULS.-brokered Mideast peace
accord.

Most Palestinians have had a
family member jailed during three
decadesof Israclioccupation, mak-
ing the issuc especially sensitive in
Palestinian society. The issue has
sparked riots in Palestinian areas
and friction with the Israelis.

Israel has said it would not re-
lease any prisoners who plotted
or exccuted attacks,
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Report .

Continued from page 18

1995 and to gradually increase that
amount to about eight percent by
2000.

The Japanese govemment hopes
animporttariff will ward off aserious
rice glutin Japan in upcoming years,
the Asahi said.

Japanese Prime Minister Keizo

Obuchi was reportedly scheduled to
announce the plan on Friday upon his
return from the summit of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian States in
Vietnam.

Rice imports have long been a
bitter issue in trade talks between
Japan and the United States. In Sep-
tember, U.S. Trade Representative
Charlene Barshefsky pressured To-
kyo to further open its rice and other
markets to foreign trade.

Australia’s ...

Continued from page 14

the issue in the international arena.

Downer says Australia supports
regional cooperation in the areas of
the environment, trade and fisheries.

He made the comments in the
Solomon Islands capital, Honiara, at
the weekend.

Downer told his Solomon Islands
counterpart, Patterson Oti, Australia
highly values its relations with
SolomonIsiandsasacloseneighbour
and partner in various regional and
international areas of common inter-
est.

Downersaid he was alsoimpressed
with the Solomon Islands
government’s commitment towards
its economic reform programme.

Ot says Solomon Islands and
Australia should continue to build
on their existing strong ties.

He says while the two countries
have had ups and downs in their
relations, they must build on the
good relations that now exist, as
well as on international and re-
gional issues of common interests.

Downer flew into Fiji last night
for a two-day visit, as he continues
his five-nation tour of the South
Pacific.

Fiji .

Continued from page 14

The unions include the Sugar and
General Workers Union, the Sugar
Clerks and Supervisors Association
and the Sugar Tradesmen’s Union.

All three unions have a combined
membership of more than 3000.

The accord is based mainly on a
wage agreement between the unions

and the Fiji Sugar Corporation (FSC)
for the next three years.

Both union and FSC officials say
the new accord should stabilise in-
dustrial relations in the sugar indus-

The industry, Fiji’s largest export
eamer, lost millions of dollars last
year through the combined effects of
aconcertedstrike by theunions,drop-
ping prices in the European Union
and a drought.

Solomons

Continued from page 14

side the province should not be al-
lowed to own land in Guadalcanal.

Yesterday, 15 men dressed in tra-
ditional wear andclaiming to be from
agroupcalled the Guadalcanal Revo-
lutionary Army, gave themselves up
to police.

Premier Alebua has denied the
existence of such a group, and has
ordered people involved in such ac-
tivity to retumn to their homes and let
the provincial authorities settle the
issues with the government.

The Solomon Islands government
has called a meeting of the country’s
nine provincial heads on Friday to
discuss Guadalcanal’s grievances.

Former .
Continued from page 13
the beach, looking into the water at
the sunandtelling hisreflections. The
humble beginning of the book, Blaz
said, isreflective of thehumility of the
Chamoru people.

The book tells of Blaz® expen-

ences, butalsohashistorical accounts
of the island. Historical accounts
depicted in the book, said Blaz, were
researched and verified at the
Micronesian Area Research Center
at the University of Guam.

The book ends with beautifully
detailed pictures of places, people
and events of Guam’s past.

FL's

Continued from page 13

around and walk back to the start-
ing place.
Prizes will be handed out to

those participants who walk in

For those who walk on a daily
or weekly basis, and log their
walking time, their names will be
entered into a contest for even
bigger prizes.

UOG’s
Continued from page 12
into a delicately balanced comedy

that appeals to adults and children.
Johnson and the UOG Jazz Band

will be used in the production to liven
up the show.

SVES for their part held a unison
singing performance yesterday as a
signof deep appreciation for the visit
of the jazz ensemble in the campus.

CPA sees

Continued from page 11

inked amemorandumofunderstand-
ing for the establishment of a fishing
facility in Tinian, is requesting that it

starts business right away, while they
do the study and the construction of
the two-finger pier.

The MOU lays out the things that
CPA and YTK need to do. It also
aimstostudy the feasibility of leasing
the two-finger pier on Tinian.

Toys
Continued from page 10
wishlist. Weask the publicto choose
a card and fulfill one of the wishes.
Most of our cards have been taken
and majority of the wishes have been
fulfilled,” Sablan continued.
Guerrero said the toys that were

donated by the USAFVA will help
fill the gap of the unfuifilled wishes.

Guererroadded that if Karidat will
getsomeextratoysoutof the donated
items, they are planning to send it
overtoRotaand Tinian. They arcalso
planning to work with the coree-
tional facility and give some of the
toys to the inmates’ children.

Hofschneider...

Continued from page 9

The budgetof PSSwasseverely
hurt after the governor ordered a
13.4 percent across the board cut.

The passing of the amendment
is expected help PSS in its finan-
cial crisis.

“There is a truth to the fact that
if everything is free, we may in
fact, take it for granted and not
value it,” Hofschneider said.

Norita clan ...

Continued from page 9

public road.”

She asked that the government
pay herthe amount of $1,973,950
which is the approved market
value of the lot. Itshall alsoinclude
the accumulated interest.

Apart from these, the woman
also asked payments for the cost of
the litigation, lawyer’s fee, and other
relief which the court may issue.

PSS

Continued from page 9

won’t be able to hire new person-
nel due to the $4.4 budget short-
fall.

The system cannot afford to
bring anybody back until the PSS
come down to the level of expen-
diture to O percent shortfali.

Interested volunteers can reach
Andrea Alepuyo of PSS at tele-
phone numbers 664-3721.

US court .

Continued from page 10

While in-office absentee ballot-
ing has been put on hold, 438 bal-
lots have already been sent off-
island for residents voting abroad.

Along with those votes already
filled out by residents who did not
plan to make it this Saturday, all
filled ballots have been ordered
sealed until circumstances require
that they be opened.

Meanwhile, the commission’s
legal counsel, Cesar Cabot, did not

~seem to welcome the appelate

court’s decision.
*“It appears that this is the tip of
anothericeberg,” Cabotsaid. ““ Any-

magazine

today.

A weekly magazine
filled with the
latest news, sports,
and features.

Published every Saturday by

Younis Art Studio, Inc.

thing at this point would only be
second guessing. The only thing
that is clear is that there is no elec-
tion this Saturday.”

“There is no need for a runoff.”
Board member Fred Horecky said.
“Carl Gutierrez and Madeleine
Bordallo received over 51 percent
of the vote and this board certified
those results.”

Horecky said that a request for
stay of a district court order is usu-
ally granted only if the appealing
party could prove they would be
harmed irreparably and that they
have a good chance of winning the
appeal.

The Ninth Circuit Court has
scheduled a hearing of the case on
March &, 1999 in San Francisco.

“I think this is an important is-
sue, and that’s why the court re-
acted withsuchspeed,”GECBoard
Vice Chairman Joey Duenas said.
“Thisgivesusachancetobreathe.”

It is unknown whether any gu-
bernatorial inauguration can take
place.

Pursuant to Unpingco’s order

which voided the certification, no
certificates of election for Gover-
nor and Liedtenant Governer have
been issued, according to GEC
Acting Director Liz Blas.

“This is only a stay, not an over-
turning of a ruling,” Cabot said.

“Generally when the court
speaks, itremains the law until and

unless we receive other instruc-

tions.”
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GVB...
Continued from page 10

an active member of Guam’s tourism
industry.

The legistature also appoints an al-
tematedirectorwhohasnovoting power
-except in the absence of any board
member.

The four elected GVB board mem-
bers serving out their terms are Gerald
S.A.Perez.David Ying. EijiMiyamoto.
and Anthony Sgro.

GVB members voteevery two years
for the fourrepresentatives to the board
of directors during an annual meeting
held January of each fiscal year.

GVBisencouraging individualsand
businesses that are not yet GVB mem-
bers 10 join the bureau and become
active participants in the shaping of
Guam's tourism industry.

Someof the benefitsof beingaGVB

member are:
* Opportunity 1o become actively

involved in GVB's standing commit-
tees;

* Distribution of promotional mate-
rials locally and abroad:

*Opportunity toparticipateinGVB's
overseas marketing promotions;

* Recipient of research and statisti-
cal information:

* Exposure to travel writers and
visiting travel agents; and

* Ability to participate in coopera-
tive marketing and advertising pro-
grams.

According to GVB, all the above
benefits allow members to participate
directlyinthe developmentand growth
of Guam’s visitor industry through
GVB activities.

GVB members alsohave the oppor-
funity to attend quarterly membership
meetings to discuss general business,
obtain a status report on the bureau’s

activities, and listen to regional leaders
speak on issues affecting tourism on
Guam.

Continued from page 15
asithas always beenexcept for the loss
of breadfruit which is now recover-

ing.

Migvar also said that there was “no
evidence of human activity™ io im-
prove food production in the outer is-
lands.

It was all being left up to natural
regeneration of the crops.” he said.

Ex-Palau. ..

Continued from page 15

violation of the government procure-
ment laws,

Last Dec. 4. the Republic through
the Special Prosecutor. Ngardmau State
government through Gov. Aichi
Kumangai and JKRC owner John K.
Rechucherreachedanagreementwhich

was later filed with the Supreme Court.
In a staternent, Rosenthal said, “this
is a fair and just result for the State of
Ngardmau and the Republic of Palan,”
following JKRC’s acknowledgement
ofitssignificant violations™ of the law.
Rosenthal further stated that it is
critical for those individuals respon-
sible for government procurement to
comply with the Republic’s procure-
ment laws.

New CRM ...

Continued from page 3
rize us to use this money for the
salary... this money can be used to
upgrade the salary of the staff,” said
Atalig.

Meantime, Atalig said CRM will

be asking for more grants to continue
its operation.

He explained that CRM has “'sev-
eral sections that have differentduties
and responsibilities (that) requires
funding.”

“In order for us to continue operat-
ing, we have to convince the federal

govemment that we are doing what
they want us to do,” Atalig said.

He expressed hopes more funds
will be channeled to CRM as arecent
OOCRM evaluation on its operation
revealed that the CNMI government
agency was “‘satisfactorily adhering
to (its) program obligations.”

JAL. ..

Continued from page 3

ciple, and ourownexperience tellsus
this principle is really very effective
in encouraging more tourist move-
ments,” airline officials said.

The 3Ds stand for Direct, Daily
and Daytime operations.

Atpresent JAL is serving two key
cities in Japan — Osaka and Tokyo-
from where the big bulk of Japanese
tourists to the NMI are coming.

Officials explained that Osaka,
beingthe second largestcity inJapan,
is surrounded by several cities, mak-
ingitone of the major points of tourist
traffic in the country.

“There is a big market in Osaka so
we increase passenger seat availabil-
ity starting April 1. There willbe a23
percentincrease in thenumberof seat
availabilityinourOsakaflights,” they
said.

JAL said the Saipan-Tokyo route
remains unchanged, with JAL still

usingjumboairplane initsdaily flights.

Osaka, according to airline offi-
cials, is tuming out to be another
major source of tourists, which
prompted JAL to fly the city daily
using DCI10 aircraft. “We want to
serve more passengers and we need
more cooperation fromeverybody in
the tourism industry.”

The airline firm’s Tokyo-Saipan
flights have been on a daily basis
using Boeing 747 which has 430
seating capacity.

Cing: Feds ...

Continued from page 3

prosperity and could afford toassista
“family member” like the CNML

“AllI’masking istemporary assis- .

tance,” Cing said.

Since the beginning of this year,
the CNMI economy has been se-
verely affecied by the Asian eco-

nomic crisis, resulting in a marked
decreasein governmentrevenuesand
new investments.

The administration was forced to

reduce by over $32 million the .

government’s budget for the current
fiscal year.

However, almost all government
agencies are asking to be exempted
from the impending budget cuts,
which could reach as high as 24

percent for each agency if exemp-
tions were granted.

At the same time, some legislators
have proposed sweeping cost-cut-
ting measures to prevent mass
layoffs in the government—the
locals’ main employer.

Meanwhile, the government’s
deficitas of Sept. 30,1997 stands at
an “all time high” of over $53
million.

Hofschneider ...

Continued from page 3

“Rightnow, 15 percent is less than
the actual appropriation of PSS ex-
cluding the recent request to cut it
downby 13.4percent,” Hofschneider
said.

He added that even on the present

any circumstances.

Martanas Flousing Corporation.

16, 1998 at 10:00 a.m.

-~ \DRTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING CORPORATION

P.0. BOX 514, SAIPAN, MP 96950

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS SAIPAN, MP 96950

FIRST AMENDMENT

CONSTRUCTION OF TINJAN COMMUNITY CENTER
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS - NO. RFP99-0012

Governor Pedro I Tenorio and Licutenant Governor Jesus Ro Sablan, through the Northern Marianas
Housing Corporation {(NAMHC) Board of Directors and the Division of Procurement and Supply, are hereby
giving notice that NMHC is soliciting sealed proposals from qualitied construction firms for the construc-
tion of the Tmian Community Center at San Jose Village, Tintan, MDP, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands. Proposals in duplicate, must be marked “CDBG-Tinian Community Center Project”,
and must be submitted to Procurement and Supply, Lower Base, Saipan, no later than 2:00 p.m., local
time, Friday, January 15, 1999. Anv proposals received atier the above time will not be aceepred under

A bond of 15% of the total proposal price exceeding $25,000 must accompany the sealed proposal docu-
memts. This security may be Cerutfied Check, Cashier’s Check, or Bond made pavable 1o the Northern

Proposers are also required 1o submit the following: 1) a copy of current CNMI-issued business license; 2)
updated, Audited Financial Statement or in-house Financial Statement, provided itis certified by a Certified
Public Accoumant; 3) listing of existing and past projects, including completion dates; 4) Certification of
Tax Compliance from the Division of Revenue and Taxarion; 5) written confirmation from a reputable
surety bonding company, approved /acceptable by NMHC, as to the firm’s capability to obtain pertormance
and pavment bond; 6) copy of Builder’s Risk and Workmen’s Compensation coverage; 7) listing of man-
power with copies of CNMI-issued work permits: and 8) listing of equipments.

Plans and Specifications tor the project are available on or after December 9, 1998 at the Otfice of Herman
B. Cabrera & Associates, in San Jose Village, Saipan, MP 96950 during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except holidays. A non-retundable pavment of $§150.00 is required for cach set. A
Pre-Proposal Conference for the project will be held at the Tinian Mavor’s Office on Wednesday, December

Attention is called to Scction 3 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 which requires
the provisions of training and employment, and the awarding of contract for work on the project, 1o low
income project area residents and business concerns. NMHC also notifies proposers that it will affirmatively
ensure that, in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority and women’s business
enterprises will be accorded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this request.

Attention is also called to the Labor Standard Provisions for Wage Rate Determination of the Common-
wealth Classification and Salary Structure Plans, and payment of not less than the minimum salaries and
wages as set forth in the Contract Documents must be paid on this project.

Al documents received shall be the sole property of the NMHC, with the exception of the bond, certified
check or cashier’s check which will be returned o the proposers in accordance with section “Instruction to

Proposers” page 2-3, paragraph No. 03, Proposal Guarantee.

NMHC reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any defects in the said proposals, if in
its sole opinion, to do so would be in its best interest. All proposals will become the property of NMHC.

"NMHC is an equal employment and fair housing public agency”

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

¥ >

level of appropriation, PSS could not
assure that there is a reflective pro-
gression in the students’ leaming and
performance inside the classroom.

“Money is not necessarily the key
in providing better education. It is
one of the elements that influences
the system to better address the needs
of the school for instance,”
Hofschneider continued.

He cited the private schools as an
example that operates on a leaner
operational cost.

According to Hofschneider, the
wage and salary of the teaching staff
inthe privateschools are almosttwice
lower than those in the PSS.

“So it is not & matter of money. It
isamatterof dedication,compulsive-
ness 1o teach and discipline in a sys-
tem to ensure that students are disci-

plined and policies and management
inallpublicschoolsareimplemented,”
he said.

Attao for his part, presented the
legislative initiative for the educa-
tional appropriation after PSS pro-
jected a $4.4 million budget short-
fall until the end of the 1999 fiscal

ear.
’ The estimated budget shortfall
of the PSS was realized after the
governor ordered a 13.4 percent
across the board budget cut for the
present fiscal year.

The shortfall threatens PSS to
have a mass lay-off.

It was stated in early reports that
PSS will give out 90-days notices of
contract non-renewal to 470 system
employees, 200 of whom belongs to
the teaching staff.

OPM. ..

Continued from page 3
overtime spending.”

The task force, whichisbeing spear-
headed by OPM and the Department
of Finance (DOF), was created in
May this yewr following findings
which revealed that the previous ad-
ministration of former governor
Froilan C. Tenorio spent $12 million
in overtime expenses.

Govemment has an estimated
4,000-man workforce.

And for it to spend $12 million on
overtime work, Finance Secretary
Lucy DLG. Nielsen has said, is “ab-
surd.”

Of the $12 million, it was estab-

lished that $6 million was spent by
DPS. This prompted OPM toissue
a memorandum to DPS Commis-
sioner Charles W. Ingram Jr. asking
him to minimize overtime expenses.

Nielsen said DPS’ overtime ex-
penses is “the one that really glared”
at them when they scrutinized the
previous government’s account
books.

The investigation on the previ-
ous government’s overtime ex-
penses kicked off in light of bud-
getary constraints being experi-
enced by the current administra-
tion.

This is being aimed to identify
people who have authorized unnec-
essary overtime work.

GVBto...

Continued from page 8

market.”

The author was born in Agana,
Guamon Feb. 14, 1928, and lived
ontheisland during the three years
of Japanese occupation during
World War II. In 195! he gradu-
ated from the University of Notre
Dame, in South Bend, Indiana.

After graduation he joined the

~U.S. Marine Corps and was com-
missioned as.a second licutenant.
In 1963 he carned a master’s de-
gree from George Washington
University in Washington, D.C.,

and graduated from the Naval War

College in Newport, Rhode [s-
land in 1971.

He retired from military ser-
vice in 1981 with the rank of
brigadier general. He earned a
numberof distinctions and awards
during his service, including the
Legionof Merit, the Bronze Medal
with Combat™V,” the Navy Com-
mendation Medal, and the Viet-
namese Cross of Gallantry.

In 1984 Blaz was elected Del-
egate to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and he was re-elected
for the same position three times.

Because the book also delves
into the major role that Guam
could play in the Pacific basin in
the next century, GVB Board
Member David Sablan said even
non-retired military personnel and
businessmen abroad would find
Blaz’s work interesting.

Babauta...

Continued from page 1

the Resources Committee, US
Congressman George Miller
(California).

The US Democrats recently
-won five additional seats in the
US House of Representatives, but
will remain in the minority. The

Resources Committee, which has
jurisdiction over the CNMI, will
remain under the leadership of
Young and the Republicans.
Babauta described the
administration’s crackdown on
labor violators in the garment in-
dustry as a **big accomplishment.
Atthe same time, he reiterated the
need to set a cap on the number of
alien workers—which now out-

number locals—and implement
other measures that could lessen
the CNMI's dependency on these
workers.

He said legislation that would
merely limit the stay of alien work-
ers may not be effective.

“It’s not going to work if we
would just replace the workers.
What we need is acap and then a
gradual reduction,” Babauta said,

TCGCC. ..

Continued from page 1

commiission’s funds forquestion-
able expenditures.

The report cited the four-year
contract awarded to Rasa as one
of the several examples of the
commission’shighiy questionable
and excessive expenditure of
funds.

The first speaker of the CNMI
House of Representatives, Rasa
was convicted by a federal court
in 1989 of corruption-related
charges.

OPA said nine months after

Rasa was hired as consultant on
Oct. 22, 1996, the commission
has already paid him $734,446.

Rasa’s contract provides an
annual professional fee of
$100,000, payable in quarterly
allotments of $25,000.

Rasa was also given a vehicle
for his full-time use—with the
cost of insurance, repairs and
maintenance paid by the commis-
sion—a $2,400 quarterly housing
allowance, group health and den-
tal insurance coverage and a paid
vacation of four weeks a year.

Rasaisalsoentitled toone busi-
ness class round-trip airfare be-
tween California, where he was

residing prior to being hired by
the commission, and the costs of
relocating to Tinian, which in-
clude business airfares for Rasa’s
immediate family members.

Under his contract, Rasa gets
in-transit expenses, $500 cash to
cover “incidental needs of inter-
national travel” and shipment
costs.

All of his local, state and fed-
eral taxes are to be paid by the
commission.

The contract also stipulates
that if terminated for any or
no reason, Rasa will receive

the full unpaid amount of his

professional fees.

Teno . ..
Continued from page 1

“The need to reduce govern-
mentexpenditures andretiring the
deficit is not driven by the
Constitution’s provision, but this
administration believes that it is
the prudent thing to do,” said
Sablan.

The new administration has so
far paid off $27 million in out-
standing bills that it inherited.

Sablan, however, said that this
does not automatically mean that
the government only has around
$30.3 million deficit to retire un-
til September next year.

“The deficit is a complicated
concept. That $27 million is not
justmeant for the deficit, but most
of it are for other outstanding ac-
counts. A lot of vendors are still
waiting to be paid since 1996,”
the finance advisor said.

The figures for October to De-
cember 1997 are expected to in-

crease the $57.3 million deficit.

Sablan also explained that the
implementation of various aus-
terity measures, whichresulted to
cuts in government expenditure
has also addressed the retirement
of the deficitlong before the audit
report came out.

“Our government operation
today is $20 million less than
the previous year. Last year,
we had $242 million and now
we have $222 million,” he dis-
closed.

Japan. ..

Continued from page 2

lems suchasenvironmental degrada-
tion, narcotics and organized crime.

He also said Japan would provide
training toan additional 10,000 Asian
workers who might otherwise face
layoffs at home.

Instead of being praised for its
largesse, however, Japan has been
frequently accused of dragging the
region downeconomically by failing
to deal promptly with its own eco-
nomic problems.

Obuchiacknowledged thatJapan’s
recovery is vital for growth in the

region, but added that Asia’s eco-
nomic turnaround also is important
for Japan’s recovery.

He said Japan has been doing its
utmosttobe adriving force for Asia’s
recovery, despite its economic prob-
lems.

*“I am confident that the Japanese
economy willsurelyrecoverandonce
again vigorously lead the Asian
economy,” Obuchi said.

The prime minister stressed that
dialogue and cooperation between
Japan and other Asian countrics is
vital toovercome the economic crisis
in the region.

He proposed that Japan, China and

SouthKorea, as the three majorcoun-
tries in Northeast Asia, increase their
dialogue, with the goal of eventually
forming a “trilateral network.”

Obuchi is also scheduled to meet
with leaders from Vietnam, China,
SouthKoreaand Cambodiaduring
his four-day trip.

He will travel to Ho Chi Minh
City on Thursday, where he is to
visitahospital builtusing Japanese
aid, before returning to Japan on
Friday.

ASEAN groups Brunei, Indone-
sta, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam.

More . . .
Continued from page 2
Microsoft’s sale of Windows to IBM
Corp. “'should be used to apply some
pressure” to discourage IBM from
selling a product from Lotus Devel-
opment Corp. ’

The executive, Joachim Kempin,
responded to e-mail from Gates ask-
ing, “Why does IBM help Lotus so
much? Is there anything we can do
about this?”

Justice Department lawyer David
Boies said the exchange showed that
Microsoft’s influence as the pro-
ducer of Windows was so power-
ful that it could exert pressure even
on a company as large as IBM.

Outside the courtroom, Microsoft
noted that the e-mail was nearly
five years old, and that IBM even-
tually purchased Lotus and contin-
ues to sell the highly successful
product, called Lotus Notes,

Spokesman Mark Murray also
said Microsoft continues to sell

Windows to IBM at a “'reasonable
and competitive rate” despite the 11-
valry from some of IBM’s own prod-
ucts.

As part of its antitrust case, the
government wants to portray

Microsoft as a monopolist bent on

crushing its rivals, using business
tactics that are illegal under federal
antitrust laws.

In a related matter Tucsday in
Boston, Microsoft lost a federal
appeals court ruling over attempts
to force two university professors
to turn over notes from their inter-
views with executives at rival
Netscape Communications Corp.

The professors, David Yoffie of
Harvard Business School and
Michael Cusumano of the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology,
wrote the book, “Competing on
Intermet Time: Lessons from Netscape
and Its Battle with Microsoft.”

Microsoft wants to show that
Netscape’s own missteps _ which
Netscape executives acknowledged

intheinterviews _caused its business
problems, not any illegal behavior
by Microsoft.

But the appeals court called the
interviews “carefully-bargained-
forcommunications whichdeserve
significantprotection,” and refused
to force the professors to tum over
their notes and interview tapes.

Microsoft spokesman Jim
Cullinan said the company hasn’t
decided whether to appeal.

Vatican. ..

Continued from page 2

and balanced,” wrote the Rev.
Gino Concetti, a theologian, in
the Vatican's daily newspaper.

In modern society, he said,
“there’s already an army of chil-
dren who are sufferring because
of the disintegration of the fam-
ily. With adoption by homosexu-
als, that army will be destined to
arow.”

P T O T A A )

Worker . . .

Continued from page 1

control as it negotiated a curve.

The car went straight into a
flame tree before it was tossed
into the air, landed on top of an-
other tree and plunged.

A motorist who chanced upon
the car saw the victim’s body
pinned inside, according to Ada.
He later called the police.

Ada said the police received
the call from the informant at about
10:59 a.m. She said hospital offi-
cials declared Tuazon dead at
about 12:25 p.m.

$3.8Mis...

Continued from page 6

deteriorating” runway.

But Salas said the aircraft can
land on the Tinian airport “‘de-
pending on the load capacity,”
adding that airline companies are
looking at what kind of load fac-
tor they can handle when they fly
to Tinjan.

At the same time, Salas said
CPA has remained committed at
improving the Tinian Interna-
tional Airport. He said the Ports
Authority is working closely with
the Tinian legislative delegation
for possible ways to finance the

needed repair and improvement
of the international airport.

He added that feasibility stud-
ies with regards to how the ports
agency will be able to repay the
proposed bond flotation for the
air facility's rehabilitation.

Businessleaderson Tinian have

expressed concerns over the de-
lay in the improvement of the
West Tinian Airport, which, they
said, may halt the economic gains
from the casino industry.
- The Tinian Chamber of Com-
merce said further delays in the
flotation of bond for the island’s
airport may jeopardize marketing
efforts to make Tinian the casino
gambling hub of the Pacific.

Continued from page 6

motorcade which marks the end
of the 3D project.

Meanwhile the police has al-
ready released the picture of the
car which hit a jogger near the La
Fiesta in San Roque over the
weekend.

The victim, an employer of the
Department of Public Works died
due to severe injuries.

The suspect was identified as
Guan Gzhe Piao, who was a Chi-
nese national. Pido was driving a
Hyundai Elentra car when he
struck the victim.

Piao went into hiding after the
incident

AG lawyer ...

Continued from page 5

1998 appearance date, and
stated to a Marylaine Togawa
of the department’s Compliance
and Monitoring Section (CMS)
that he had already *‘talked to
Mark Zachares, secretary of
DOLI, earlier that morning

about the case,” San Nicolas’s
new notice stated.

The Variety repeatedly tried
to reach Sattler but failed.

When asked for comments,
his wife, Pamela, said, =1 am
notinvolved. Thisisnot forme.
My name is not on the (employ-
ment) contract.”

She said Sattler was scheduled
to undergo surgery this week.

Jetski...

Continued from page 5

“So what I like to see now is
to have this opened to the public
and draw lots. If you come in
here as an applicant, put your

name in here and then we are
going to draw 11,” he added.
Atalig said there will be “sev-
eral” expiring permits this
month.
Permits issued cover a year's
period.

OPM...

Continued from page 5

Rosario, "they (some employ-
ees) are not performing.”

The OPM’s audit covered the
Department of Public Works
(DPW), which has been de-
scribed by Rosario as a "huge™
government office; the Depart-

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Shell Station Susupe

Applica hould have customer service skills, speak
& write english. Have | nath skills & 2 good work
cthic,  Applictions availahle at
Shell Marianas Tel. 37 © 235-5028

$450.00/month, Semi Furnished,

2 Bedroom, inside Chalan Kanoa,
24 hrs. water, laundry/market in the
locality. Please contact: 234-3225
Between: 10:00am to 5:00pm

Across from Koblerville Elem. School
For more information contact:
235-4341 (home) Call after 5:30 p.m.
(Monday to Friday), or anytime during
weekends or holidays

ment Lands and Natural Re-
sources (DLLNR) and Labor and
Department of Immigration
(DOLI).

Rosario said the DPW audit is
notdone yet while DOLI is “par-
tially finished.™

The OPM will submit its re-
port on the audit’s results to
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio for ap-
propriate dctions.

FIAPPRY

RIRTHDAY
loe Ice Babe

LOVE & CARE

ACE

Looking for long term land for lease
(4.9 hectars) without building located in
Marpi area between La Fiesta & Kan
Pacific Swimming Pool.

Please contact; 322-8155
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I immediately to make the necessary comrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We

reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any fime.

- Job Vacancy
-Announcement

PUBLIC NOTICE

Allinterested resident workers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & Immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qualified and available.
For further assistance,

please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at
Tel. 664-2078. J

01 WAITRESS (NIGHTCLUB)-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: PACIFIC OCEAN CORP. USA
dba Flower King Karaoke Tel. 287-
9017(12/17)Th29129

01 (MARKETING) SALES REPRESEN-
TATIVE-Salary:$634.40 per month
Contact: RK'S SEAFOOD MARKET
RETAIL Tel. 234-0841(12/17)Th29130

01 HEAT-TRANSFER TECHNICIAN-
Salary:$3.10-4.50 per hour

Contact: YCO CORPORATION dba
YCO Servistar Hardware/Liberty Plaza/
YCO Construction Tel. 235-6604(12/
17)Th75870

02 DELIVERY (ROUTE) DRIVER-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: ANNABELLE LEE B.
MAGSAYSAY - MICAN GROUP INT'L.
dba Aquabest Tel. 235-2782(12/
17)Th29131 .

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: GRAND INTERNATIONAL
CORPORATION Tel. 234-1689(12/
17)Th29132
01 SCUBA (DIVING HELPER)-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.50 per hour

01 INSTRUCTOR, (SCUBA DIVING)
SPORTS-Salary:51,800.00 per month
Contact: PRO-DIVE SAIPAN, INC. Tel.
322-1277(12/17)Th29133

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.55 per
hour
Contact: TITO C. BANS!L dba A.B. En-
terprises Tel. 322-7263(12/17)Th29135
02 WAREHOUSE WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-5.50 per hour
01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,100.00 per month
Plus $150.00 gasoline altowance
Contact: MICRONESIAN BROKERS,
INC. Tel. 322-0318(12/17)Th29137

01 SOFTWARE ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:535,700-53.500 per annum

01 SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR (ANA-
LYST)-Salary:$32,100-48,100 per an-
num

Contact: MICRONESIAN TELECOM-
MUNICATIONS CORP. dba Telecom-
munications Tel. 234-2611(12/
17)Th29138

01 TECHNICAL OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:54.75-5.75 per hour

Housing Allowance: $225.00 month
Contact: FAR EAST BROADCASTING
COMPANY  Tel. 322-9088(12/
17)Th29139

02 SOUS CHEF-Salary:$3.50-6.50 per
hour

01 HEAD WAITER-Salary:$3.10-3.95
per hour .
Contact: HOTEL NIKKO SAIPAN, INC.
Tel. 322-3311(12/17)Th29136

01 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

01 CASHIER-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per
hour

Contact: CNM! SALES AND MACHIN-
ERY SHOP Tel. 235-4710(12/
31)Th76064

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.15-3.50 per
hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.15 per hour
Contact: LUIS TAIMANAO CAMACHO
FEED dba L.T. Camacho Feed Store
Tel. 234-7497(12/17)Th28127

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 WAITRESS/WAITER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: FAR EASTERN GENERAL
MERCHANDISE, INC. dba Diamond
Chinese Restaurant Tel. 234-8188(12/
17)Th29128

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: YH CORPORATION dba Aji
Ichiban Tel. 233-0386(12/17)Th29126

01 SALESPERSON-Salary:S3.05 per
hour

Contact: JUNS ENTERPRISES INC.
Tel. 234-7415(12/17)Th29125

05 IRONING (PRESSER MACHINE)-
Salary:53.05 per hour

120 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

05 PATTERN GRADER CUTTER-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

05 HAND PACKAGER-Salary:53.05 per
hour

Contact: UNITED INTERNATIONAL
CORPORATION Tel. 235-6888(12/
17)Th29124

39 SEWER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 SUPERVISOR, SHIPPING-Sal-
ary:S850.00 per month

01 QUALITY CONTROLLER
CHECKER-Salary:53.05 per hour
Contact: MICRONESIAN GARMENT
MFG., INC. Tel. 235-7120(12/
17)Th29123

28 SEWER MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:53.05 per
hour

02 IRONER (PRESSER) MACHINE-
Salary:53.05 per hour

Contact: DIORVA SAIPAN LTD. Tel.
235-7120(12/17)Th29122

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:S4.25 per
hour

01 SUPERVISOR PAINTER-Sal-
ary:54.50 per hour

Contact: MISAMIS CONSTRUCTION
(SPN) LTD. Tel. 235-5640(12/
17)Th29121

01 WELDER-Salary:51,200.00 per
month

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 WELDER-Salary:$3.40 per hour
Contact: TANO GROUP, INC. Tel. 235-
6652(12/17)Th75857

02 SUPERVISOR, AIRCRAFT MAIN-
TENANCE-Salary:$2,700.00-3,200.00
per month

Contact: PACIFIC ISLAND AVIATION
Tel. 288-7412(12/17)Th75868

01 TRAVEL COUNSELOR-Sal-
ary:514.36 per hour

Contact: NIPPON TRAVEL AGENCY-
MICRONESIA, INC. dba Mach Tour Tel.
234-9309(12/24)Th28209

08 DANCER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

04 DANCER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: WAYNE A, SHIMABUKURO
dba Stop Light Nite Club Tel. 288-
7812(12/24)Th29210

01 GARDENER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
02 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JAC INC. dba Tropical Clean-
ing Services Tel. 235-5377(12/
24)Th29207

05 Q.C. CHECKER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

04 SEWING SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour
04 (PACKER)
ary:$3.05 per hour
02 WAREHOUSE SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

40 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

04 CUTTER HAND-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

04 PRESSER MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: EUROTEX (SAIPAN) INC. Tel.
234-5273(12/17)Th75871

PACKAGER-Sal-

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50 per
hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

11 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
11 MASON (CEMENT)-Salary:$3.05
per hour

11 PAINTER-Salary:S3.05 per hour
Contact: E.C. GOZUM & CO., INC. Tel.
256-0754(12/17)Th29134

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary:S3.05 per
hour

Contact: PACIFIC OCEAN INT'L.
TRADE CORP. Tel. 288-1668(12/
24)Th29204

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

Contact: WON'S CORPORATION Tel.
234-3429(12/24)Th29205

01 SURVEYING AIDE-Salary:$3.50 per
hour

Contact: CANDIDO |. CASTRO dba
Castro & Associates Tel. 235-7410(12/
24)Th29206
01 AUDIT  (MANAGER)-Sal-
ary:$5,500.00 per month

Contact: DELOITTE & TOUCHE Tel.
322-7337(12/24)Th75991

01 SALESPERSON-Salary:53.05 per
hour

Contact: AMERICA JION-PARTNER
CORP. Tel. 233-5717(12/24) Th29200

01 AUDITOR-Salary:$2,000.00-
3,000.00 per month

Contact: ERNST & YOUNG (CNMI),
INC. dba Ernst & Young Tel. 234-
8300(12/24)Th75984

02 TAILOR-Salary:$3.05-5.50 per hour
Contact: CClI CORPORATION dba
Travel Boutige (12/24)Th75985

04 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$1,050.00-
1,700.00 per month

01 ARCHITECT-Salary:$1,000.00-
1,100.00 per month

01 MECHANIC SHOP MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,050.00-1,450.00 per month

01 MECHANICAL ENGINEER-Sal-
ary:$1,050.00-1,200.00 per month

01 ELECTRICAL (SUPERVISOR)-Sal-
ary:$1,050.00-1,250.00 per month

02 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sai-
ary:$3.05-3.75 per hour

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.75 per hour
01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05-3.75 per
hour

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05-3.75
per hour

Contact: BLACK MICRO CORPORA-
TION (12/24)Th75972

56 STAFF NURSE-Salary:$1,200.00-
1,545.00 per month

02 PHARMACIST-Salary:$942.00-
988.00 per month

01 BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING
TECHNICIAN-Salary:$1,040.00 per
month

01 NUTRITIONIST-Salary:$800.00 per
month

02 X-RAY TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:5873.00 per month

01 MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIST-Sal-
ary:5840.00 per month

Contact: SAIPAN EMPLOYMENT
AGENCY & SERVICES, INC. Tel. 234-
7327(12/28)M29247

01 {(MUSIC TEACHER) TUTOR-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: NOMINANDA LIFOIFOI
KOSAKA dba Magnificant Music Cen-
ter Tel. 322-3137(12/31)Th29291

01 OFFICE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$900.00-1,250.00 per month

01 MAINTENANCE MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:$3.90 per hour

Contact: FABRICLEAN OF CNMI, INC.
dba Marianas Cleaners Tel. 234-
6239(12/31)Th29292

01 COUNTER ATTENDANT-Sai-
ary:$3.25 per hour

Contact: WINCHELL'S DONUT INC.
dba Winchell's Donut House Tel. 234-
5566(12/31)Th29284

Classified ‘Ads
FIRST -

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.25 per
hour

Contact: TROPICAL RENT A CAR dba
House of Fabrics Tel. 288-0373(12/
31)Th29285

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:54.25 per hour

Contact: AMBYTH SHIPPING
MICRONESIA dba Intermodal Cargo
Forwarders Tel. 322-0907(12/
31)Th76050

01 SALESPERSON-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: JLT CORPORATION dba La
Isla Boutique Tel. 233-4051(12/
31)Th29288

01 (BOUTIQUE) MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$3.25-4.00 per hour

Contact: YCO CORPORATION dba
YCO Servistar Hardware/Liberty Plaza/
YCO Construction Tel. 235-6604(12/
31)Th76063

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,100.00
per month

Contact: MOYLAN'S INSURANCE
UND. INT'L., INC. Tel. 234-6442(12/
31)Th76056

Apartment
For Rent

I {-Bedroom Apartment for
RENT (Full furnished with
24-hour water; Emergency
generator; laundry facility;
swimming pool)

Location: Marpi, Saipan
(2-minute walk to La Fiesta

Mall; a minute drive to Marianas
Country Club GOLF COURSE).

Call: 322-1840 or 322-0309 for
more Information.

01 VIDEO (CAMERA) OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$530.00-650.00 per month

Contact: SAIPAN TV PRODUCTION
INC. Tel. 234-0386(12/31)Th29293

01 SALES CLERK-Salary:$3.05-3.85
per hour

Contact; 3'S, INC. dba Island Souvenirs
Saipan Tel. 235-4710(12/31)Th76065

01 (CUSTOMER RELATIONS) MAN-
AGER STORE-Salary:$1,500.00-
4,000.00 per month

2 years required in a retail environment.
Do sales promotion to promote the Japa-
nese Market Division. Maintains good
public relations with tour agents.
$425.00 housing allowance per month.
01 ENGINEER (ELECTRICAL)-Sal-
ary:$2,000.00-5,000.00 per month
Degree in construction required. Gen-
‘eral construction operations; experience
with diesel power generation equipment
and RO Water equipment; strong com-
munications skills. .
$425.00 housing ailowance per month.
Contact: DFS SAIPAN LTD. Tel. 234-
6615(12/31)Th76071

01 SUPERVISOR STORE-Salary:$3.05
per hour i

. Contact: CHARLES W. INGRAM JR.

dba Military Surplus Tel. 235-5312(12/
31)Th29298

HOUSE FOR RENT

2 Bedroom Duplex House
Rent includes utilities and cable
for $550 per month
Located in Fina Sisu

Best time to call is past
6:00 pm. If during the day
leave message on machine.

For more info. call Maria at 288-6471

APARTMENT FORRENT

Well maintained, Fully Furnished
2-Bedroom Apartment in San Antonio
+ Good location « $650.00/month. Must
see to appreciate - Serious inquiries
only. For appointment to see,

call 235-0526 8:00am to 12:00 p.m.

e

Casirl Cvisin St
Siewst Liik

IMMEDIATELY NEEIDDED

VA CANCY
FOR LOCAL HIRE ONLY

NO PHONE

SECRETARY

= Iligh School Graduate or Equivalent.

= Two (2) o Four (4) vears experience as secretary,

E\"]llﬂl have the knowledge in computer (Microsoft Word & Excel).

+  Salary commensurate with experience and qualifications.

PLEASEAPPLY IN PERSON DURING OFFICE HOURS. MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
(B30- T30 AM. & 100-4:30 PM)

CALLS

PLEASE
LCEASE

i

All Responses
Confidential

PUBLIC NOTICE

If you have information regarding
the identity or location of the
« | individual shown in this photograph
. ;] " "1 taken October 17, 1997 in Garapan,
: Please contact:

John D. Osborn

322-3368 (Fax)

322-3455

Apartments For Rent -

Newly Buill, 1 and 2 bedroom apariments
Located a Upper Navy Hill, Fully Furnished, Air
Condutioner one each room, 24 hrs. water,

All units on second floor, $600 & $700 per monih

+ 1. month deposit. Does not include utilties,
Contact: 322-3607 or pager 236-1023 for more info.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

VESTCOR VILLAGE CAPITOL HILL
2 Bedroom Apartment

For more information
Contact Tel. # 322-3797/3798

BUCKLE-UP SAIPAN!
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

SR T < TG
MY /5 <
v',%#{'( SOVE sclenisT \ 8D

HE SAYS THE Day
ILL COVE (WHEN WE
AN LIVE FOREVER.

\I

(213~

WWw COmIC7oNe.com l

Garfield e by Jim Davis

YOU KNOW WHAT THE
WORLD NEEDST?

1655 PAWS, 1K,

MORE
SUGARY
TREATS!

: Suledt by Urwiss Fross Srccate

© 1998 by NEA, Inc.

I HAD A
DAY UkE THAT
O\CE

WHAT ARE 007
SOME KIND
OF A NUT?

SPIKE,ARE YOU
AWAKE 7 IT'S ME,

T

PEANUTS® by C

THE VET HERE..

T SAW YOUR "/ UE's STILL LOOK .. HE
NAME INSIDE 5L WAS WEARING
YOUR COLLAR.. ,A EEF, MOM . MICKEY MOUSE
MY MOM 15 '

‘ou| ‘81e2ipuAS BImead PONUN 8661 O

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BI

RTHDAY

THURSDAY, DEC. 17, 1998
Bom today, you are never interested
inanything but what can be provedin
ascientific fashion. To you, factis far
more valuable than fiction, and ru-
mor is best left to those who do not
care if their information is correct or
not. You are one of the most depend-
ableindividualsbomunderyoursign.
You insist that others interact with
youwithequal responsibility andhon-
esty. You almost always say exactly
what you mean, and mean what you
say. Younever et yourself be caught
nalie. If you must lie, you pass it off
as the truth. Soin some sense, what's
the difference?

This last point is what can get you
into 4 great deal of trouble if you're
not carcful! Rarely, very rarely, you
may fall into a pattern of behavior
marked by deception or falschood,
for you might begin to believe what
isn’t true. When this happens, you
risk sacrificing too much!

Alsobormonthis date are: Marilyn
Becek,columnist; Arthur Fiedler, con-
ductor; Cal Ripken, Sr., bascball
player.

To see what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your bisthday and
read the comesponding paragraph.

I'M GOING _TO

FOR A NEW
BOYFRIEND...

LOOK N THE PAPER { WRONG WITH

Let your birthday star be your daily
suide.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21 — You're nearing the end of a
long personal journey, and the final
discoveries you make at this time we
bound to affect you quite profoundly.

CAPRICORN (Dec.22-Jan. 19)
— You're ready for something more
than any routine can give you today.
You're going to have to take the
initiative and a few risks.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
— You should be able to get even
more done today than you had
planned, provided you take advan-
tage of your unusual energy during
morning hours.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) —
s goingtobeuptoyoutoday tohold
thingstogetherinamannerthat makes
your superiors feel confident and ca-
pable. You're in charge!

ARIES (March 21-April 19) —
Someone’s criticism of your recent
decisions miy have you being more
defensive than usual. There’s no rea-
son for you to change course.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) —
What's good for the body isno doubt
cood forthe mind. Youmustconeen-

NOTHING,
REALLY...

trate today on keeping these two re-
markable forces carefully in balance.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) —
You'll enjoy an unusual opportunity
today. Someoneislikely tolendhisor
her support to a pet project that has
recently been overlooked.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) —
A loved one is likely to give you a
little more personal freedom today.
The decisions you make, as a result,
are all the more important!

LEO (July23-Aug.22)—You're
more interested in quality than quan-
tity today. The time you spend with
friends and family needn’t be long.,
but it can be valuable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —
The simpler it is, the more important
itcanbe asan integral partof your life.
Thisistue inall things, both personal
and professional. Keep it simple!

LIBRA (Sept.23-Oct.22)— You
may feelasthough youhave "noway
oul” today, but the tuth is you're
overlooking one door that is always
open to you. Consider all options.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) —
Focus on those things that make you
think more clearly and act more efti-
ciently. I it enables you to be more
productive, it's certainly for you!
ID JUST LIKE

TO DATE A GUY
WITH A JOB!

TIRED OF A GUY PICKING YOUR POCKET? PICK A NEW ONE WITH A CLASSIFIED AD!
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By PHIL BROWN
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) -
South Korea's Kim Byung-hyun
struck out the firsteight batters he

faced and 12inallinademonstra-

tion Tuesday that Asian sports
power Chinastill lags in baseball.

The South Koreans didn't need
their ace from the Los Angeles
Dodgers. Park Chan-ho. as Kim
didn’t allow a man on base in six
relief innings ina 9-2 victory over
the Chinese.

o Y.

Korea rips C

That put the Koreans in
baseball’s gold medal team,
against the winner of alater semi-
final between Japan and Taiwan.

Japan, meanwhile, gained two
gold medals in sports where it
long has excelled _ synchronized
swimming and karate.

But with 36 golds inall so far, it
still trailed China, with 85, and
South Korea, with 44,

Japan’s Miya Tachibana won
her second gold of these games

& i Xt £ g

and Lee Mi-kyung defeated

Japan’s catcher Shinnosuke Abe tries to pick
the home plate on double during the fifth inning o

Japan came from behind to beat Taiwan 9-8. AP

up the ball while Taiwan’s run eng
f the Asian Games baseball semi-final in Bangkok Tuescay.

when she teamed with Miho
Takeda for the synchronized
swimming duet title, ahead of
South Korea's Yoo Na-mi and
jang Yoon-kyeong.

Atsuko Wakai took gold in the
women's kata competition of ka-
rate, in which competitors are
rated on style. She outscored
Indonesia’s Ompi Omita-Olga,
42910 41.9.

South Koreans Kang Ji-sook

NI TTRERT

ner Tseng Chih-Chen slides in

President’s Cup fallout

By DOUG FERGUSON
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -
Conventional wisdom was that the
Americans had tolose for the Presi-
dents Cuptobecome as meaningful
as the Ryder Cup. But a royal beat-
ing at Royal Melbourne mighthave
done just the opposite.

There's no shame in losing to an
International team loaded with some
of the best players in the world.
Nick Price. Emie Els, Greg Normun,
Vijav Singh und Steve Elkington

o]

have won nine major champion-
ships among them.

But to lose in the way they did _
it was the worst U.S. loss in any
cup, amateurorprofessional _raises
questions whether winning the
Presidents Cup means as much to
the United States as it does to the
International team.

The final margin was 20 1/2-11
1/2. What was supposed to be a
closely contested Presidents Cup.
resembled a Super Bowl from the

31 Anniversary Rosary

y = loving memory off our beloved

Dlcasc join us in prayer; Thank you and &i Yuus Maasc

mother, grandmother, sister

Frances M.

We, the children, grandchildren
cordially invite all our relatives and friends to join
us in praycrs as we commemorate the
3rd Anniversary of her passage inlo eternal life.

Nightly rosary will be said at the residence of her

daughter and son-inlaw Mr. & Mrs. Juan K. Sablan

| (Doreen) al 800 p.m. beginning on

December 16, 1998 to December 23, 1998 in
As Matius Homestcad.

L

Reyes )
'y 2 (8 A SN AL

Children & remily =

1980s. The last time Ryder Cup
matches were that lopsided was
when the United States won 18 1/
2-9 1/2 in 1981, the year Seve
Ballesteros didn’t play and Nick
Faldo didn’t have a game.

“I’'m sure the Americans wanted
towin justas much as we did, " said
Craig Parry of Australia, whonever
gave Justin Leonard achance in the
first singles match on the final day.
“The hard thing for the Americans
is they play the Ryder Cup one
year, the Presidents Cup the next
year, and they really don’t have a
break.

“We've got something to really
goout and play for. The Presidents
Cupmeans somethingtoourteam.”

Does it mean as much to the
United States as the Ryder Cup?

Probably not.

Most Americans build every
otheryeararound making the Ryder
Cup team and bringing back the
cup. The Presidents Cup fell at the
endof along year that figures to get
even longer with the World Golf
Championship series.

Consider Mark Calcavecchia,
who blubbered on the beach after
he thought his Sunday collapse
against Colin Montgomerie had
cost the Americans a victory in the
1991 RyderCup. Calcavecchia, like
most U.S. players, was in a state of
shock after falling behind from the
startat Royal Melbourne and watch-
ing the score get even worse.

But he was nowhere near a state
of tears.

“It’s never fun to lose,” he said.
“But if you're going lo lose to
anybody, I'd rather lose to these
guys rather than the Europeans.”

Taiwan’s Lin Li-jung and Cheng
Shu-chen 5-3, 4-1, 4-2, 2-4, 4-2,
4-2, adding gold in the women’s
doubles of soft tennis to their
nation’s earlier victories in the
men’s and women'’s team compe-
tition.

China and Kazakstan each won
individual pursuitracesincycling.
Kazakstan’s Vadim Kravchenko
beat Japan's Noriyuki Iijima in
the men’s 4-kilometer race, 4
minutes, 42.799 seconss to

hina in baseball

4:45.215.

China’s Wang Qingzhi defeated
teammate Zhao Haijuan in the
women’s 3-kilometer race.

In the baseball semifinal, in
addition to Kim Byung-hyun’s
pitching, the Koreans had four
home runs, including two by Park
Jae-hong, in the third and fourth
innings.

They trailed 2-1 after the sec-
ond inning, but then overwhelmed
China with their 14-hit attack.

Mike Spencer said.

coma.

‘Boxer’s brother
shot to death

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) - Buster Douglas’ brother was shot to
death in a fight with two men in a laundry parking lot.

Robert Douglas, 35, died at the hospital Monday night about an
hour after being shot in the abdomen, police said. The cause of the
fight was not immediately known and there were no arrests.

Police found a dozen shell casings in the parking lot, police Sgt.

Buster Douglas won the undisputed heavyweight title in Febru-
ary 1990 with a shocking knockout of Mike Tyson.

He lost the title to Evander Holyfield in his next bout and didn’t
fight again for six years. At one point, he weighed about 400
pounds (180 kilograms) and was close to death from a diabetic

Douglas returned to the ring in 1996. He was beaten by unher-
alded Lou Savarese for the fringe International Boxing Association
heavyweight title earlier this year.

Michael . ..

Continued from page 28

to score 38 points in a pivotal vic-
tory.

Those two games in 1998 and
1997 are, respectively,numbersone
and two in “Michael Jordan’s 50
Greatest Games,” a book in which
the author, Chicago sports colum-
nist Bob Condor, laments that it
was tough to narrow the list down
to 50.

Jordan is so used to such defin-
ing moments that in Game 5 this
year, down by two points with 1.1
seconds to goand 2 Chicago crowd
shricking with excitement, he
paused to reflect how cute it was
that no one knew what would hap-
pen next.

He missed that final desperation
shot and his Bulls lost the game,
but Jordan remained philosophical
afterwards.

Part of that comes from his
coach’s Zen borrowings. “The
moment starts to become the mo-
ment for me,” Jordan said after the
decisive Game 6.

“Andthat’s part of that Zen Bud-
dhism swff. Once you get in the
moment, you know you're there.”

The enigmatic Jackson has quit
the Bulls but key team mate Scottic
Pippen, his future in Chicago also
in doubt, believes Jordan’s future
is completely up to him.

“Michael has probably got an-
other five years left on his career
before we can even sce adecline in
him,” Pippen said.

“Because he had somuch knowl-
edge of the game, there’s other
things that he knows that are wait-
ing in his game, that he can always
pull out. And right now we're see-
ing him probably at the top of his
game.”

Jordan outdid himself again this
season as he added his unrivalled
10th scoring championship, his
unsurpassed 10th all-NBA first
team berth, his ninth all-defensive
firstteam spot, his fifth league Most
Valuable Playeraward and his sixth
Finals MVP honours in as many
appearances.

He has won the scoring title each
of his last 10 full seasons, inter-
rupted only by a brief defection to
baseball.

His salary this season was ex-
pected to be around $40 million if
he chose to return, and he is cer-
tainly earning more than that from
his many other financial interests.

His penctration of the world’s
commerce and media continued
this year, in big ways and small.
“Michael Jordan Cologne,” which
had already claimed $200 million
in revenues, went on sale in China,
and a pair of his old sneakers went
on auction along with a collection
of rare books in Boston.

A poll found him the celebrity
that U.S. children would most like
to E-mail. American adults placed
him fifth on a list of “most-re-
spected newsmakers™ behind
Mother Theresa, Abraham Lincoln,
Martin Luther King and Ronald
Reagan.

A “Fantasy SportsExchange™
was setup in cyberspace allow-
ing “‘sports fans and market afi-
cionados” to invest in imagi-
nary shares in Jordan, measured
against the likes of baseball’s
Mark McGwire and golf’s Tiger
Woods.

Backinthereal business world,
Jordanhas participated inthe NBA
talks between owners and play
ers. His agent, David Falk, also
represents union president Patrick
Ewing and is regarded as a key
factor on the players' side.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-27

Boxing’s big guys get busy

By ED SCHUYLER JR.
NEW YORK (AP) - Michael
Grant, who could emerge as a star
inasport that is in short supply of
stars, will cap a big month for
heavyweights when he fight Jan.
30 at Atlantic City, New Jersey.

“I lot of people think boxing is
going down,” said Grant (28-0,
20 knockouts), who will fight
Ahmad Abdin (25-1-3).

Grant’s fight, part of a double-
header that also is expected to
include Andrew Golota, will come
two weeks after Mike Tyson is
supposed to fight Francois Botha
atLas Vegas and one week of the
George Foreman- and Larry
Holmes are to fight at Houston.

Sothe big guys __and old guys,
inthe case of Foreman and Holmes
_will getalot of attention early in

No instant replay
for NFL play-offs

By Dave Goldberg
NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL
decided Tuesday to end the season
the way it started, refusing to bring
backinstant replay for the playoffs.

The league’s rule-making com-
petition committee voted 7-1
against the change in a conference
call,although six of the eight mem-
bers said they would favor bring-
ing it back next season.

A seventh said he would con-
sider it.

“Different people gave different
reasons,” said commissioner Paul
Tagliabue, who added that he
agreed with the committee’s deci-
sion.

“The disadvantages outweighed
the advantages.”

The vote was taken in response
to a series of bad calls from offi-
cialsduring atwo-week period that
started on Thanksgiving. :

One gave New England a vic-
tory over Buffalo; another gave the
Jets’ Vinny Testaverde the game-
winning touchdown against the
Seahawks when replays clearly
showed he came up short of the
goal line on a quarterback sneak.

The bad calls even included the
coin-toss at the start of overtime in
the Pittsburgh-Detroit game.

The Steelers’ Jerome Bettis said
he called “tails,” and referce Phil
Luckett said he heard “heads.”

But while the use of instant re-

plays to help officials was rejected
for the rest of this season, it will
probably be approved for the next.

Only Cincinnati’s general man-
ager Mike Brown, who has long
been against replay, said he would
reject it for next season.

Another longtime opponent,
Tampa Bay general manager Rich
McKay, said he might reconsider.

There will be along debate at the
March meetings over how to use
instant replay. Whatever happens,
the system will probably not allow
coachestochallenge whatthey con-
sider bad calls, Tagliabue said.

“More people are of the view that
you should leave officiating to offi-
cials and coaching to coaches, and
that we should use the technology
present to get the calls right,”” he said.

The plan got 21 of 30 votes last
March, two short of the 75 percent
needed.

Nextspring, it will need 24 votes
with the addition of Cleveland to
the league.

The only ownerin favorof bring-
ing back instant replay for the play-
offs was Jerry Jones of Dallas.

The seven*'no” votes came from
Brown, McKay, Bill Polian, the
Indianapolis Colts president, Char-
ley Casserly, Washington’s gen-
eral manager, and coaches Mike
Holmgren of Green Bay, Bill
Cowher of Pittsburgh and Dennis
Green of Minnesota.

7

China’s Li Xuemei takes the baton from Li Yali during the women’s
4x100 meters relay Tuesday, at the 13th Asian Games in Bangkok.
China won the gold and set a new Asian record.of 43.36. AP

the year. And, of course, there is
the unification title fight between
IBF-WBA champion Evander
Holyfield and WBC champion
Lennox Lewis set for March 13 at
Madison Square Garden.

“I want to become recognized
asone of the best heavyweights in
the world,” said Grant, whohasn’t
fought since May 30 because he
was knocked out of September

;4 - f 'i'&

Lightweight Ivan Robinson ( right) of Philadelphia, lands a right, to the head of Arturo Gatti, of Jersey City,

bout by hepatitis.

Promoter Dino Duva said at a
news conference Tuesddy that he
wants Grant to fight at least four
times in 1999. It also will be an
important year for Golota. The
Polish fighter rebounded from his
first-round loss to WBC cham-
pion Lennox Lewis in 1997 by
winning four bouts in 1998.

A fight between Golota (32-3,

27 knockouts) and David Izon
(22-3, 19 knockouts) was sup-
posed to be announced atthe news
conference.

Duvasaid the fightis not yet set
but he thinks it probably will go
forward.

No one connected with the card
would confirm it, but it is be-
lieved both fighters want more
money.

-

N.J., during their 10 round bout at the Trump TajMahal Casino Resort in Atlantic City, N.J., Robinson defeated

Gatti by unanimous decision. Ap

MIAMI (AP) — The father of
three professional tennis players
claims the pro tennis tour is “'rac-
ist” and kept one of his sons out
of the U.S. Open.

William Washington, who is
black, contends that his son
Mashiska, 23, did not receive a
wild card into the main draw at
this year’s U.S. Open or to the
qualifying tournament despite
having a better ranking than six
players who did.

Washington and his son made

US Open tennis tourney
alleged to be “racist”

the allegations Tuesday at the of-
fice of their attorney Ellis Rubin.

The system “is racist. It is out of
balance. Itshould be ended,” Wash-
ington said.

Rubin, who is considering le-
gal action, wants to set up meet-
ings with officials from both
men’s and women's tours and the
USTA and U.S. Open.

So far, USTA representatives
scem willing to meet.

“We are willing to have an open
discussion with Mr. Washington

on this matter and look forward to
answering any questions he may
have,” said USTA executive di-
rector Rick Ferman.

The USTA, however, denies
unfairly awarding wild cards, or
passes given to players for entry
into tournaments.

“The USTA has always
awarded U.S. Open wild cards
to deserving players without
regard to race or cthnic ori-
gin,” said USTA president
Harry Marmion.

By Chris Sheridan
NEW YORK (AP) — Rather
than speaking to each other,
Russ Granik and Billy Hunter
stated their cases separately
Tuesday and discussed the de-
tailsof the NBA lockout, agree-
ing onone thing—adeal can be
reached in less than 24 hours.

The hard part, as it has been
for the entire 5 1/2-month-old
ordeal, will be getting to that
point.

The chief negotiators from
each side spoke at their respec-
tive offices for about an hour
apiece with The Associated
Press, spelling out the move-
ment they have made, discuss-
ing where the deal currently
stands and stating what they

NBA owners and players said
close to salary-cap agreement

need from the other side to reach
closure.

“They 're not going to blow up
the season. We're too close,”
Hunter said. *They’d have to be
deranged.”

Granik, as always, was the most
pessimistic of the two.

“They're speaking Chinese,
we’re speaking Greek,” he said.

Although conciliatory state-
ments were hard to come by, both
men admitted they are closer than

-previously disclosed on the main-

factor separating them — the per-
centage of revenues that will be
devoted to salarics.

The owners, who have asked
that the percentage be cut to 52
percent, have told the players they
are willing 1o go higher.

The players, who previously said
they’dneverdropbelow 57 percent,
now say they'll go to 56.5.

The middle ground might be
closerthanever, buteach side wants
onc mare major move from the
other.

The league wants an absolute
maximumsaary forall playersbased
upon years of service, and the union

has offered such a limit — but only
for players with less than seven
years of experience.

“After backing oft the hard cap,
that’stheone weneed,” Granik said.

Theunton, meanwhile, wantstwo
additional salary cap exceptions to
boost the number of players in the
so-called “middle class.”™ as well as
increased minimum salaries for
veterans.
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By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
MAJOR LEAK finally won asoft-
ball game. Aftera23 gamelosing
streak. extending back tothe 1997
Saipan Softbalt (SSA) Co-ed
League season they finally came
out on top of a ballgame.

The team that was expected to
lose Tuesday night instead sur-

prised everyone by upsetting
fourth place Central, 20-19 in the
bottom of seventh inning.

Central’s lose eliminated them
from the championship competi-
tion and instead allowed CK De-
fenders to take sole possession of
fourth place.

It was the last ballgame of the
regular season that proved Major

Michael Jordan’s career
like NBA, now in limbo

Michael Jordan

By Gary Hill
NEW YORK (Reuters) - After
making the dramatic steal and
shot that won his Chicago Bulls
their sixth NBA championship
of the decade, Michael Jordan
posed for along moment, free ze-
framed in his follow-through.

Holding his shooting hand
cocked in a gesture of triumph
and finality, he also teased fans

with a question: Was that the last
shot they would ever see by
basketball’s greatest-everplayer?

The question remains unan-
swered. Jordanhad said he would
decide whetherto retire after see-
ing what kind of team the Bulls

management put together for the
1998-99 season, but a lockout .

has shuttheleague down, leaving
his career in limbo.

If the one-point victory over
the Utah Jazz last June 14 was the
final game of his glittering ca-
reer, it proved a fitting crown.

Jordan scored 45 points, in-
cluding the last four of the game
and the last eight by his team, to
bring the Bulls a third title in a
row for the second time.

Coach Phil Jackson said those
heroics even surpassed Game 5
of the previous year’s finals, also
in Utah, when a weak and wob-
bly Jordan rose from his sickbed

Continued on'page 26

Team

Saipan Stevedore Mix-A-Lot
Sen Juan P. Tenorio TC Clan
Deloitte & Touchs Just-4-Fun
(K Defenders

Central

Sen. Kiyu Major Leaks

e A N T
GO O SO N D e

SSA Co ed League regular season team standmgs

SSA Piay-Off schedule

Thursday, Dec 17

6:30 p.m. Mix-A-Lot vs. CK Defenders
8p.m. TC Clanvs. Jusr-4-Fun
Tuesday, Dec 22

6:30p.m. Just-4-Funvs, TC Can
8p.m. CK Defenders vs. Mix-A-Lot

P e

Partrcrpants to the 3rd Annual F// Taga Golf tournament pose. for a

Leak can actually win one.

At the bottom of seventh inning
with two men on base Jovie Omar
connected for a two-base hit and
two-runs, thatnarrowed Central’s
lead to just one run at, 19-18.

John “Kiyu” Villagomez then
hit a double and Jovie advanced
to third base.

The tying runcame from Evelyn
Franklin’s single to short-right-
field thatscored Jovie, while John
“Kiyu™ was held at third base.

One pitch later, John
Camacho’s sacrifice fly to deep
center field scored John “Kiyu”
Villagomez for Major Leak’slong
awaited win.

Joe “I love my team”
Villagomez was replaced at the
mound after allowing four runs
on walks to Central.

Replacing Villagomez was
Jovie Omar. The pitching change
also changed the momentum of
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By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
1 DON'T put your dukes up
1 justyet. Al Taitano and
Steve Lizama are still in the
planning stages of reviving
the sport of amateur boxing
in the CNMI.

If the telephone calls Taitano
has received regarding boxing is
any indication of local interest in
the sport, the organization may
have to call on more local volun-
teers to help.

4 There is no “organization” at
4 the present time but, Taitano and
I Lizama are working towards
j forming the “CNMI Amateur
| Boxing Association™,
i
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John Camacho

the ballgame. Omar retired the
first three Central batters she
faced.

In fifth inning action, John
“Kiyu” Villagomez made ithome
afterhitting asloppy single. With
each defensive error Villagomez
advanced one base. After reach-
ing third base -and breathing quite
heavily- Villagomez was on hlS
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' Amateur boxing club
garners local interest

While not many people attended
Tuesday’smeeting held atthe Joeten-
Kiyu Library, numerous phonecalls
were answered by Taitano.

“Most of the callers were from
young people,”said Taitano.

“A local doctor and an attorney
have been receptive and willing to
assist the organization,”added
Taitano.

Taitano however did not reveal
their names,

Another meeting will be sched-
uled in January, although that date is
not yet known.

While off-island onarecent trip to
Gulf Port, Mississippi, Taitano had
the opportunity to watch amatcur
boxing where nine year old boys

Major Leaks streak ends

way to homeplate when the de-
fense committed another error,
for an error-error-error-error-
homerun.

“He could have been put out at
first base,” said a softball fan
watching the game.

For the game’s hitting champ,
Gina Wesley tops the list. Gina
went four-for five, with five-runs-
batted-in.

The win didn’t come casy for
Major Leaks.

A grand-slam by Central’s Chris
Palacious in the top of seventh
inning putCentral ahead, 19-16.

“With the winning run at third
base and no outs, [ knew we were
going to win the ballgame. I was
confident about hitting the ball to

-the out-field. And I did. I'm

really happy for this team.
Where’s Ella?,”concluded the
ballgame’s MVP (voted by his
teammates) John Camacho

slugged it out inside the boxing !
ring. |

According to Taitano those [
boxing matches ended with both  §
boxers being winnersasbothwere £
given awards. i

“There was no loser and no [
winner,”said Taitano. 3

Taitano is seeking people to
assist the organization.

“We are going to need Board
members, staff members, refer-
ees, and announcers, said
Taitano.

Taitano and Lizama do not
intend for the boxing organi-
zation to be a training ground | !
for the South Pacific Games |
(SPG). ‘
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group photo at Lao Lao Bay Golf Resort, West Course /ast Saturday

Contributed photo
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