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SIGNALS IN THE 'SIXTIES 
a special exhibition prepared by 
James Johnson Sweeney 
October 5-November 10, 1968 



SIGNALS IN THE 'SIXTIES 

Some thirty major figures in the American art world of this ad­
venturous decade are represented in the most important show of 
its kind ever initiated by the Academy. Signals in the 'Sixties was 
assembled especially for Honolulu by James Johnson Sweeney, in­
ternational authority on contemporary art, former director of the 
Houston Museum of Fine Arts and past director of the Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Museum, New York City. The illustrated catalogue 
for the exhibition includes a perceptive introduction by Mr. 
Sweeney. 

New concepts, materials and techniques are evident among works 
by artists such as Lee Bontecou, Jim Dine, Robert Morris and 

.. Robert Rauschenberg. The canvases of Morris Louis, Jules Olitski, 
James Rosenquist and Cy Twombly, among others, are "big as 
barn doors," reflecting the environmental trend of much of today's 
painting. So-called "Op" art is represented in the compositions of 
Richard Anuszkiewicz and Larry Poons, while the preceding "Pop" 
movement is recognized in the works of Robert Indiana, Roy 
Lichtenstein, James Rosenquist and Andy War hol. These and other 
well known artists of our time have provided material which makes 
up a show of vigor and impact. 

For those desiring interpretation and guides to understanding, 
several lectures have been planned. Mr. Sweeney will give intro­
ductory slide preview lectures for Members and the public. In 
addition, Murray Turnbull, Consultant to the Academy, will do 
several illustrated talks. For the schedule of these events, please 
refer to the Calendar listing. 

ART/PARK 

A two day "celebration of the arts" will open the Signals exhibi­
tion. Sponsored by the Academy Volunteers Council, this lively 
occasion entitled ART/PARK will take place on October 5 and 6 
(see Calendar) in Thomas Square as well as within the museum. 
A special committee headed by Duane Preble, artist and professor, 
has planned a kaleidoscope of displays and events intended to at­
tract and involve all age levels as active participants in highly un­
usual art experiences created by young Honolulu artists, including: 

• Monumental sculpture by Martin Newman, created as a "gate­
way" leading from the park into the museum and the exhibition 

• Music, dance and theater in correlated performances under 
direction of Carl Woltz, dancer-choreographer, Peter Coraggio, 
musician-composer, and Randy Kim, actor; staged with moving 
light and color by Karl Chang, artist and electronics engineer; 
visual setting by Kenneth Bushnell, painter 



• Walking Pantomine Theater by Jacklyn Ward and players 
• Dancing to rock and soul music by Silver Bike, Old Blue and 

Sweet Rush bands, staged with light shows by Tom Starchild 
• "Infinity," giant star polyhedron pavilion with environmental, 

kaleidoscopic light patterns, created by Richard Alcroft and 
Boone Morrison 

• Festival of new films by film makers of Hawaii; coordinated by 
Joseph F. Martin, Jr. 

• Sculpture Maze, created by Norman Davison, construction engi-
neer, and Tom Wells, architect 

• House of Super Graphics, by Bob Zimmer and Associates 

In addition, imaginatively designed booths by Bruce Hopper will 
offer the young and young-in-heart body painting, paper cos­
tumes, colorful items ranging from "psychedelic" patterned ob­
jects to balloons; and there will be a variety of foods including 
barbecue chicken dinners, hamburgers, hot dogs, ice cream cones 
and malasadas. 

HAWAIIANA EXHIBITION 

A selection of prints, drawings and Hawaiian artifacts from the 
Academy's collection will be included in this exhibition presented 
in conjunction with Aloha Week. ,Works by such artists as Webber 
and Choris, who came to the Pacific on early expeditions, show 
landscapes, personalities and events representative of the Sand­
wich Islands in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The exhibi­
tion will also contain the work of ancient Hawaiian craftsmen, 
including wooden bowls, feather leis and capes, gourd containers 
and rare figure carvings in wood. 

LAWRENCE CALCAGNO EXHIBITION 

The recently opened one-man exhibition of work by Resident Artist 
Lawrence Calcagno will continue through October 27. In addition 
to 20 oil paintings, ranging in date from 1954 to the present, the 
exhibition includes a group of works on paper in such media as 
watercolor and gouache and examples of the artist's recent work 
in lithography. Mr. Calcagno is currently conducting two painting 
classes for the Studio Program. 

19TH ANNUAL ARTISTS OF HAWAII EXHIBITION 

This important exhibition in the Academy's yearly schedule will 
open in November. Entries will be received on October 24, 25 and 
26 at the location and during the hours given in the Calendar on 
the reverse. The juror for the exhibition will be announced at a 
future date. Entry blanks are available at the Reception Desk or 
will be mailed upon request. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS October 1968 

Through October 6 Printmaking Techniques 

Through October 27 Lawrence Calcagno Exhibition 
Through November 24 Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia ( Ed. Dept.) 

October 3 Mother and Child Classes begin 

October 3 Introductory Slide Preview for Members and the public 
on Signals in the 'Sixties by James Johnson Sweeney, Director of 
the Exhibition. 8: 00 p.m. 
October 4 Repeat of James Johnson Sweeney's Slide Preview for 
Members. Coffee: 10:00 a.m., lecture, 10:30 

October 5 ART /PARK, opening Signals in the 'Sixties. 5 :00 p.m. 
to midnight 
October 6 Continuation of ART /PARK. 12 :00 noon to 9 :00 p.m. 

October 11 Opening: Hawaiiana Exhibition. Through November 6 

October 16 Lecture on Signals in the 'Sixties by Murray Turnbull 
for Academy Members. 10 :00 a.m. (please note time) 

October 17 Repeat of Turnbull lecture on Signals in the 'Sixties 
for Members and the public. 8 :00 p.m. 

October 24-25 Receive entries-19th Annual Artists of Hawaii. 
9:00-12:00 noon, 1:00-4:00 p.m. October26 9:00-12:00 noon at the 
Victoria Street Entrance (all three days). 

October 31 Repeat of Turnbull lecture on Signals in the 'Sixties 
for Members and the public. 8: 00 p.m. 
October 31 Opening: Colonial A nierica. Through November 24 

HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS 
GALLERIES OPEN Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 :30 p.m. Sunday, 2-5 p.m. 
Closed Monday. Thursday evening, 7 :30-10 p.m. ( Aug. 8-Sept. 12) 


