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PREFACE
This statement of the California law of water rights was prepared as 

part of the revision of ^Selected Problems in the Law of Water Rights 
in the West/’ which was issued in 1942 as Miscellaneous Publication 
418 of the United States Department of Agriculture. The completed 
revision will comprise an over-all discussion of water rights law for the 
17 Western States. This over-all discussion will be followed by separate 
statements for each of the States concerned. If practicable, the separate 
for each State is to be issued in advance of publication of the complete 
revision.

This study reported here was prepared by the author under a co­
operative arrangement with the Office of the General Counsel of the 
United States Department of Agriculture. The State Engineer of Cali­
fornia cooperated with the Department by publishing the separate for 
his State. The legal staff of the State Engineer’s Office, under the 
leadership of Henry Holsinger, cooperated by making an exhaustive 
review of the preliminary manuscript and offering numerous sugges­
tions which were of material help in completing the final draft.

On July 5, 1956, while the manuscript of this study was in press, the 
Office of the California State Engineer was abolished and its functions 
pertaining to water and dams were transferred to two newly created 
agencies of the State Government. All such functions, including super­
vision over distribution of water in watermaster service areas, but ex­
cluding those hereinafter specified, were vested in a Department of 
Water Resources. The functions so excluded were vested in a State 
Water Rights Board, that is: control of the acquisition of rights by 
appropriation, assistance to the courts in the adjudication of water 
rights, and administration of legislation applicable to southern Cali­
fornia counties concerning extraction of ground water. Harvey O. 
Banks, previously State Engineer, became Director of the Department 
of Water Resources. The first members of the State Water Rights 
Board are Henry Holsinger, Chairman, John B. Evans, and W. P. 
Rowe.
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