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State of Hawaii
WILLIAM F. QUINN EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

GOVERNOR Honolulu

August 18, 1960

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye
House of Representatives
425 Old House Office Building 
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Congressman Inouye:

I am replying to your letter concerning the 
collection of miscellaneous art and other objects which 
it is reported Dr. Kiyoshi Hosoi has offered to the 
University of Hawaii.'‘

I am informed by the University officials that Dr. 
Hosoi has not as yet made any formal offer of his collection, 
although some time ago he did discuss with several repre­
sentatives of the University his desire on the matter. While 
they were most appreciative of his generosity and goodwill, 
the conditions stipulated at the time made it very doubtful 
that the gift could be accepted without serious embarrassment. 
It is my understanding that at that time he expressed a desire 
to present the University with his collection, provided it be 
housed in one place, kept on permanent display as a unit, and 
maintained. From a practical point of view--and this apparently 
is backed up by some substantial experience in such matters-- 
the University or an art museum or similar organization should 
be somewhat cautious about accepting conditional gifts except 
where the conditions are temporary and can be successfully 
accomplished. The officials of the University have assured me 
that they stand ready to discuss such matters at any time with 
Dr. Hosoi with the hope that their own position can be made 
clear and any misunderstandings resolved.

John H. Felix
Exec. Assistant to the 

Governor



■ . May 193 I960 .

Dr* Kiyoshi Hosoi . .
281 S. Vineyard Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii

Dear Dr* Hosoi: „

I read with a great deal of interest the article which appeared in 
the Honolulu Advertiser regarding your very generous offer to give 
to the University of Hawaii your collection of Oriental and Pacific 
Art objects. With the establishment of the Daat^^est Center in 
Hawaii being so close to final realization, your gift is most fit­
ting for the reason that it substantiates the real interest that 
our citizens have in the Center’s establishment and further for 
the reason that the art objects are most appropriate in keeping 
with the intent and purpose of the East-West Center.

I have this date written to our State Governor urging that the State 
and the University take full advantage of your very kind benevolence. 
It is an opportunity seldom accorded*

Pennit me to express my personal congratulations for your most 
philanthropic offer and to thank you sincerely on behalf of those 
who may someday have the privilege of sharing with you the bound­
less joy of appreciation of your objects of art*

With all best wishes and aloha, I am,

Yours truly,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
Member of Congress

DKIigg



May 18, i960

Honorable William F. Quinn
Governor
State of Hawaii
lolani Palace
Honolulu, Hawaii

Dear Governor Quinn:

I am informed that Dr* Kiyoshi Hosoi has generously offered 
to give his collection of Oriental and Pacific art objects 
to the University of Hawaii* In view of the imminent es­
tablishment of the East-West Center in Hawaii, I feel that 
such a collection would fit well into the concept of the 
Center and therefore urge that the State make every effort 
to take advantage of Dr* Hosoi’s beneficence.

With all best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
Member of Congress

DKI:gg



May 18, i960

Honorable Robert W. B. Chang 
Suite 318 Damon Building 
Honolulu 13, Hawaii -

Dear Bobx

Thank you very much for your letter of May 12th and for your enclosed 
clipping of an article regarding Dr. Kiyoshi Hosoi’s offer to give 
his extensive collection of Orientation to the University of Hawaii. 
I can envision the great use that could be made of such a collection 
in connection with the East-West Center and you may be assured that 
I will be more than happy to encourage the State in accepting Dr. 
Hosoi’s generosity. I am this date communicating with the Governor 
in this respect.

pi view of your interest in the Hawaii Omnibus Bill, I am pleased to 
inform you that the House yesterday approved it (H.R. 11602) unani­
mously. This came about via suspension of rules thereby bypassing 
the powerful House Rules Committee. The assistance and cooperation 
of the Speaker, Majority Leader, Chairman and members of the House 
Interior and Insular Affairs Committee added greatly to the success 
of this move and favorable consideration. The provisions for six 
million dollars to the University and the Tariff Act exemption on 
supplies consumed on ships and planes are preserved. It is my hope 
that the Senate will be just as considerate and generous.

Again, mahalo and I hope to see you during the State Convention.

Aloha,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
Member of Congress

DKI:gg
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May 12, 1960

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye 
House of Representatives 
425 Old House Office Building 
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Representative Inouye:

With Statehood, Hawaii is on the threshold of 
tremendous development economically, politically, and 
socially. A second impetous of growth has recently and 
practically become a reality on the Hawaiian scene, to 
wit: the great probability of having the East-West Center 
located in Hawaii. Hawaii has already been playing its 
part as the bridge between the East and the West; Hawaii 
is the natural ground for this development. With the 
East-West Center, Hawaii’s growth in the field of educa­
tion and culture can attain great heights. It is my hope, 
and I am sure the hope of the people of Hawaii Nei, that 
Hawaii will be given the opportunity to contribute to 
World peace and understanding through the East-West Center.

As a citizen of Hawaii who has unselfishly 
contributed much time and energy for the growth of Hawaii, 
you, no doubt, have a great interest in the East-West Center. 
Enclosed is a clipping from the Sunday, May 8, 1960, issue 
of THE HONOLULU ADVERTISER which tells about the proposed 
gift of some 1,300 pieces of a cultural collection which 
Dr. Kiyoshi Hosoi is willing to make to the State through 
the University of Hawaii. I have personally viewed a part 
of Dr. Hosoi’s collection, and I feel, the State should not 
permit his offer to go unaccepted. I believe, his collection 
can very well fit into the East-West Center concept and aid 
in the growth and culture both from an historical as well as 
an educational point of view.



The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye
Page 2
May 12, 1960

I, therefore, sincerely and respectfully request 
that you use your good name and office to promote the 
acceptance of Dr. Hosoi’s collection by the University of 
Hawaii. Your efforts in this worthy cause are greatly 
appreciated.

Sincerely yours.

rwbc: jo 
Enclosure '
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A-12 THE SUNDAY ADVERTISER May 8, I960

A Honolulu physician is 
offering his collection of 
1,300 Oriental and Pacific 
art objects to the East-West 
Center for use as teaching 
aids and public display. He 
is Dr. Kiyoshi Hosoi.

A «IC LUllelUVU illCAUttCO U/x 

amples of art from almost 
every country bodering the 
Pacific, including 400 pre­
Columbian pieces from 
Mexico.

Japanese and Chinese art 
are widely represented, with 
ivory and jade carvings, 
furniture, porcelains, 
bronzes, screens, cloisonne, 
tapestries and other arti­
cles.

Siam, Tibet, Nepal, Cam­
bodia, and South Seas art 
also is included.

A LIBRARY of more than

1,000 volumes of reference 
material about art accom­
panies the collection.

Dr. Hosoi began the col­
lection in 1920, and has 
built it with the idea of do­
nating it to the University

“Students need to see 
many examples of art, 
whereas an art academy 
is interested only in the 
very best of its type,” he 
explains. “I have collected 
with the university in 
mind."

* ♦ r .
TWO STIPULATIONS go 

with the offer of the collec­
tion.

One is that it be put on 
permanent display, so that 
students and the public can 
see it.

“You can’t teach from 
examples stored in a base­
ment,” he explains.

Dr. Hosoi also wants a 
provision that in the event 
the university no longer 
wants the collection at some 
future du^e it will l?e re­
turned to his family rather 
than sold.

HE FIRST offered it to 
the university two years 
ago, but said that UH offi­
cials were “lukewarm.” Dr. 
Hosoi said that he was told 
that the Legislature was un­
likely to appropriate mon­
ey for facilities to display 
the collection.

With the current interest 
in the East-West Center, he 
feels that perhaps the uni­
versity now will accept his 
offer.

If the collection is re­
fused, he will offer it to 
Cornell or Tulane. A grad­
uate of McKinley High 
School. Dr. Hosoi received 
his M.D. from Cornell and 
his Ph. D. in Surgery from 
TuIrho.

HE STUDIED on the 
Mainland from 1920 to 1936. 
Most of his collecting was 
done from 1920 to 1941, “be­
fore prices became prohibi­
tive.”

Dr. Hosoi says that he 
has been collecting things 
all his life. “I started with 
marbles, then went to 
shells, and I began collect­
ing Oriental art when I be­
came interested in ivories.”

His collection is displayed 
throughout his home on 
Hound Top.

Chinese bronze irom ur. 
Hosoi’s collection is 4.000 
years old.

Advertiser photos

. Statue of Chinese god=
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carving of Chien Lung, Statuc ”‘ Jlz0 Bosats”. a doss of mercy is from 
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cy. in 1200 A.D. years old.


