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MATSUNAGA HYDROGEN AWARD, MARCH 13, 1991

Congressman Brown, Chairman Nahmias, President 
Serfass, honored guests, it is a great honor for me to be 
here today with my friends at the National Hydrogen 
Association. It is also an honor for me to pay tribute to 
one the greatest supporters of hydrogen energy, the late 
Senator Spark Matsunaga.

Spark Matsunaga had the foresight to recognize the 
potential of hydrogen when few others could. Today, all of 
us share his vision, but few have worked harder to turn that 
vision into reality than Congressman George Brown, Chairman 
of the House Science, Space and Technology Committee. He is 
truly deserving of the Senator Spark Matsunaga hydrogen 
award, which he will receive this evening.

As proponents of hydrogen energy, it is our duty to 
spread the word throughout our country and the world that 
the time is now to wean ourselves from fossil fuels, such as 
coal and oil.

World renown climatologists tell us that on our 
present path of fossil fuel addiction, global warming will 
accelerate the melting of the polar ice caps, and lead to a 
seventeen foot rise in sea level in less than a century.
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Unfortunately, the White House, President Bush and 
especially, the infamous John Sununu seem to be listening 
more to the oil companies than the world's leading 
climatologists.

To touch on the lighter side of this, I've heard a 
rumor, and it's just a rumor, but some are saying that the 
oil companies are buying townhouses on Capitol hill, 
anticipating that they will someday become river-front 
condos ... so, who says they are not planning for the 
future?

In that future, if our great great grandchildren 
wanted to see their Congressmen, they won't take a taxi to 
Capitol Hill, they will take a ferry to Capitol Island. And 
they won't catch the Metro to Foggy Bottom either, they will 
catch a ferry to Soggy Bottom. The good news is that the 
ferries would be powered by hydrogen.

In all seriousness, not even the White House can deny 
that we are drastically altering our atmosphere. To 
illustrate this, there was an astronaut who was a crew 
member on one of the Apollo flights in the 1960s, and he 
remarked on the clarity of the earth's atmosphere. He then 
returned to space some ten years later as a part of the 
space shuttle program.
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After his second mission he noted that there was a marked 
increase in atmospheric haze around the earth.

Inside this haze is the biggest cause of the green 
house effect, carbon dioxide. We have been measuring its 
increase by looking inside our trees. Measurements of 
carbon isotopes stored in tree rings show that the amount of 
carbon dioxide in our atmosphere has increased more than 24% 
percent since the dawn of the industrial revolution in the 
mid 1800s.

If we continue our practice of relying solely on 
carbon based fuels for transportation, electricity, and 
industry, the amount of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere is 
expected to double by the middle of the next century.

Perhaps what causes the greatest concern is that the 
whole course of events seems beyond our control. We know 
catastrophic changes will take place, but we don't know 
exactly what they will be.

Of course, we have faith in our ability to develop 
technology to compensate for changes in our environment, but 
what if we can't, and if we can, what kind of quality of 
life will our descendents face.
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The Administration and Congress need to recognize 
that we owe it to future generations to start now to reduce 
the amount of carbon dioxide we're putting into the 
atmosphere. The Federal Government needs to lead the effort 
to move beyond fossil fuels.

Unfortunately, the Administration's recent energy 
policy goes in the opposite direction and encourages even 
greater dependence on oil. As I said before, I believe we 
need to wean ourselves from oil. We must begin to envision 
a future without fossil fuels, and need to put it into 
policy.

That is why for more than 10 years in the House, and 
now in the Senate I have strongly supported hydrogen energy 
research. Fortunately hydrogen research is advancing, but 
at too slow a pace. Were it not for the insistence of 
members of Congress such as Spark and George Brown, the 
Department of Energy would have long since abandoned its 
modest hydrogen research program.

When I was on the House Appropriations Committee, 
year after year, the Administration proposed to terminate 
university research on hydrogen fuels. And each year, my 
colleagues and I on the Appropriations Committee were forced 
to restore the Administration cuts.
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One of the first people on Capitol Hill to envision a 
future without fossil fuels was Senator Spark Matsunaga. 
And hydrogen energy was the primary focus of his vision. 
There is no one who labored longer or harder on behalf of 
hydrogen research than Senator Matsunaga. And it should 
come as no surprise that he introduced the first hydrogen 
research bill in 1981.

It should be noted that in that same year, it was 
Congressman George Brown who introduced a companion hydro 
Energy research bill in the House. And finally, last year 
we witnessed the signing into law of the Spark Matsunaga 
Hydrogen Research Act.

When I first began serving in the Senate last year, 
my first act was to offer an amendment to the Hydrogen Act 
to name it after Senator Matsunaga. I offered the amendment 
during my first meeting in the Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee. Without debate, the committee unanimously 
accepted my amendment, Chairman Bennett Johnston banged th 
gavel and that was it.

Even though Spark's bill was enacted, he would, if he 
were with us today, still be fighting for hydrogen energy 
this year, because the Administration is still chopping away 
at it.
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The bill calls for $3 million in funding for FY92, yet there 
is zero funding in the Department of Energy's Congressional 
Budget Request this year.

For our part, We need to look to Senator Matsunaga 
for inspiration. We need to fight harder than ever for 
hydrogen energy.

To conclude, I want to say that it is so appropriate 
that your association has created the Spark Matsunaga 
Memorial Hydrogen Award. And because George Brown joined 
Spark in introducing the first hydrogen bill, it is 
appropriate that he receive the first Spark Matsunaga 
Hydrogen Award.

And I want you to know that in Spark's absence, I 
intend to carry on Sparks legacy in the Senate of supporting 
hydrogen research.

And to Congressman George Brown, I want to tell you 
George that I look forward to continuing to work with you 
where Spark left off.
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Because now is the time for everyone to open their 
eyes and look beyond this era of coal and oil, and look to a 
cleaner and renewable energy future. The sooner this world 
can switch to hydrogen and other non-polluting energy 
sources, the better off we all will be.

Thank you very much.
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