University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Public Relations Box PR28

Remarks at Hawai‘l State Republican Conventic

Senator Hiram L. Fong Papers
Public Relations, Speeches, statements, and messages, Box PR28, Folder 72
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/86786

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information



https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/

Remarks of U, S. Senator Hiram L. Fong
Honorary Chairman

Hawaii State Republican Convention
Kuilima Hotel

Oahu, Hawaii

Saturday, May 15, 1976

Mr. Chairman, Delegates to the Hawaii State Republican Convention,
Fellow Republicans:

Alohal

Thank you, very much, for the high privilege of being your
Honorary Chairman, I am most grateful,

It is good to see so many familiar faces and to see so many
new faces, too. By your presence here and by your other activities
in our Party, you have demonstrated your commitment to good citi-
zenship and to good government., I congratulate all of you who have
been elected delegates to our Convention.

Let us together make this Convention a most productive and
successful one!

Let us together make this Convention the launching pad for
Republican victory in Hawaii next November !

As one who has spent nearly 43 years in Government service

-- executive and legislative, County, State, and Federal -- I am more

and more convinced of the imperative need for active citizen partici-

pation in the affairs of our community, State, and Nation ... and I am
more and more convinced of the need for a strong two-party system in

Hawaii and throughout America.




Without eternal vigilance by concerned people and especi-

ally by Republicans like you, government at every level will continue

to erode more and more the freedoms we cherish, You who are watch-
dogs of government help preserve the very foundations of our society,
which has produced the highest standard of living with the greatest
freedom in the history of mankind!

Make no mistake about it -- what we do in this State Conven-
tion, what we Republicans do in our National Convention, and what we
do from now until November 2 are of the greatest importance, It will
help determine the direction Hawaii and America will go in the next
two to four years,

The stakes for Republicans are high -- and the opportunities
are tremendous. We Republicans must make sure that a Republican
continues to be President of our great Nation,

Whether the next President will be Gerald Ford or Ronald
Reagan, we Republicans know that President will have the courage when
necessary to say to the Democrat-controlled Congress whose answer to
every problem is "MORE'" -- more spending of taxpayers' dollars, more
Federal agencies, and more regulation of the American people and Amer-
ican enterprise -- ""Enough is enough. No more, no more. Look at New
York City, We must not bankrupt our Nation, "

In addition to the Presidency, we Republicans in Hawaii must

make sure that Bill Quinn succeeds me in the United States Senate.
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We Republicans must also make sure that Fred Rohlfing
is elected to the U. S, House of Representatives,

We Republicans must also make sure we field and elect

a strong candidate for the second House seat.

We Republicans must save the State Senate seat vacated
by former Senator Rohlfing.

We Republicans must save the 15 seats we now have in the
State House of Representatives and we must win as many as we can of
the other 36 seats that will be up for election.

We Republicans must go all out to win in the County elections
-- four mayors, three councils, and two prosecuting attorneys.

The opportunities are there. Let's go after them -- and this
time, let's win.

For too long, Hawaii has been plagued by lopsided Govern-
ment. So lopsided that last year the majority party sneaked through
the State Legislature a pay raise and pension bonanza in such an arro-
gant display of self-interest that the taxpayers of Hawaii were absolutely
outraged,

This year, the majority party in the State House of Repre-
sentatives tried to gerrymander Hawaii's Congressional districts. It
was a blatant power play to lock in a Democrat victory for both seats.

Once again, public outcry blew the whistle on this patently unfair move.
In the United States Congress, where the Democrats also

have lopsided majorities, they passed legislation which in substance
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would have gutted the Hatch Act and taken away its protection against
political coercion from 2, 8 million Federal workers. It was a blatant
move to politicize the vast army of civil servants to the benefit of the
Democrat Party. No longer would American taxpayers and American
voters have been assured of impartiality and nonpartisanship in the
actions and decisions of Federal workers. Thank goodness, President

Ford vetoed that bill and the veto was sustained.

The overwhelming Democrat majority in Congress is push-

ing legislation to set up a Federal system of voter registration by post-

card. This would open up enormous opportunities for fraud and manipu-
lation of elections, The Democrats see in this bill great advantages for
their Party.

The third recent action by the Democrat Congress to stack
the deck in their favor is the new Federal Election Campaign Act. As

Congress had delayed enactment three months already and the only way
to release Federal funds for Presidential candidates in the remaining
primaries was through this Act, President Ford felt obliged to sign it,
even though he has serious reservations about its constitutionality. The
bill does not make the Federal Election Commission truly independent.
Instead the Commission's regulations and advisory opinions will be
subject to Congressional review and approval. Congress will even have
an item veto, where one portion of such a regulation could be knocked
out, leaving the rest. And you know who controls Congress. So you
know what would happen to regulations the majority party in Congress

does not like.
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No wonder the American people are cynical of Government!
No wonder they hold Congress in such low esteem!

In a public opinion survey commissioned by a Senate Com-
mittee, 52 per cent of adult Ane ricans polled gave their highest vote
of confidence -- not to the U, S. Senate, not to the U, S. House of
Representatives -- but to trash collectors! The Senate got only a
30 per cent vote of confidence, the House only 29 per cent.

In a similar poll this year, of attitudes toward majof insti-

tutions in America, Congress ranked at the bottom of the list -- a mere

9 per cent of Americans expressed great confidence in Congress.

Well, who is to blame for this sorry state?

The Democrat Party -- which except for 1947-48 and 1953-54
-- has had strong control of both Houses of Congress.,

It is time to turn the rascals in Congress out, elect more
Republicans, and bring balance and fairness back to the legislative and
election processes!

There is another reason why we must elect Republicans to
office. We must reduce the floodtide of laws, rules, and regulations
that are inundating Hawaii and America., The proliferation of laws by
Congress alone is impeding faster economic recovery, harassing our
citizens, continuing inflation, keeping interest rates up, and pushirg

the Federal budget out of control.
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This proliferation of laws and regulations results from the
tendency in Congress to give just about every Democrat a Committee
or Subcommittee chairmanship. Each Committee and each Subcommittee
has to have money for staff, travel, administration, investigations, and
so on and on, Each Committee and each Subcommittee has to justify
its existence to qualify for funding each year. So the Members and
staff rack their brains to come up with subjects to be studied, hearings
to be held, bills to be introduced, investigations to be conducted., The

workload of the Congress increases, the laws passed by Congress never

end, the rules and regulations under these laws multiply like cockroaches

plaguing every person, every organization, every State, and every com- |
munity in the Nation, And so it goes -- a vicious cycle which balloons
the cost of government and injects government more and more into the
daily lives of the people.

Sometimes I think the best thing that could happen would be
for Will Roger's famous line to come true: '"There's good news from
Washington tonight, folks, The Congress is hopelessly deadlocked and
cannot act, "

Seriously, if we are to have balance and fairness in govern-
ment, we must elect more Republicans. This will surely eliminate
many Subcommittees and lessen the proliferation of laws and regula-

tions. All Americans would enjoy more freedom.




How long can the American people tolerate lopsided govern-

ment such as has persisted in the Congress, where we Republicans

are outnumbered nearly two to one in the House and nearly two to
one in the Senate!

How long can the people of Hawaii tolerate lopsided govern-
ment in Hawaii, where we Republicans are shut out in the State Admin-
istration, outnumbered more than two to one in the State Legislature,
shut out in the four mayors' offices and nearly shut out in the County
Councils!

A small State like Hawaii, which has only four seats in
Congress out of 535, must make sure it has bipartisan representa-
tion, so that we will always have someone in Congress who can reach
the Republicans in both House and Senate to give us support. Hawaii
should always make sure we have bipartisan representation in Congress
so that, no matter which Party controls the White House, Hawaii will
have entree to the President.

Hawaii, too, needs better balance in our County and State
Governments. With more Republicans in office, we could push harder
for our proposals to stimulate Hawaii's economy and to get government
to tighten its belt so the people don't have to tighten theirs.

Fellow Republicans, I ask you these questions: Why should
Hawaii, out of a total of 50 States, have the highest cost of living in the

Nation next to Alaska?
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Why should Hawaii have the fourth highest tax burden of all
States as a per cent of per capita income?

Why should Hawaii have the third highest per capita State
and local government expenditures?

Why should Hawaii have the fourth highest per capita debt?

Why should Hawaii be seventh highest in straight welfare
spending?

Why should Hawaii's unemployment rate -- over 9 per cent

-- continue to exceed the national average?

Why is Hawaii's economic recovery lagging?

Is this situation inevitable?

Or can something be done about it?

We Republicans know, if given the opportunity, we can do
better, much better.

We‘Republicans have some excellent ideas -- but we just
don't have the strength to make sure our ideas are even considered
and we don't have the votes to make sure our ideas are adopted.

None of us is under any illusions, I am sure. It is an uphill
fight in Hawaii to elect statewide Republicans and an uphill fight in many
districts and in the counties to elect Republicans. Nationally, we are
not given much hope of taking control of Congress, but we do have hope

of picking up more seats than we have now,
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We face a situation where only 17 per cent of American

adults are registered as Republicans, 36 per cent as Democrats.

Here in Hawaii, Republicans constitute about 15 to 16 per cent of

registered voters; Democrats 58 to 59 per cent.

But let's not be discouraged. We know there are many,
many independents and many independent-minded Democrats who
are concerned about the course of government in Hawaii, and we
should do our best to court those votes.

Nationally, 13 per cent are registered independent and
30 per cent are not registered at all. Here in Hawaii, about 25 per
cent of the voters are not registered either Democrat or Republican
and 33 per cent of eligible voters are not registered at all,

So let's go after these votes in 19761 Let's get people
registered and let's help them vote -- Republican!

Let's fight hard for our preferences in the Primary, and
then after the Primary, let's all close ranks behind our nominees in
the General Election on November 2.

As your Honorary Chairman, I want to leave one paramount
thought with you, Republicans must unite -~ or we shall continue to
suffer defeat after defeat at the polls.

We cannot enjoy the luxury of splinter parties and splinter
factions, We dare not enjoy the luxury of sitting at home now or on

Election Day next November,
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If Republicans are to be an effective, cohesive force in

Hawaii and in our Nation, we must follow the rule: United we stand;
divided we fall.

We have tremendous opportunity to retain the Presidency,
to retain my seat in the U, S, Senate, to pick up at least one seat in
the U. S, House, to retain the 7th Senatorial seat, and to add to our
strength in the State House of Representatives and in the counties.

So, my fellow Republicans, let's get busy and work hard
together!

Let's go out and win!

Thank you and Aloha.,
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Mr. Chairman, Delegates to the Hawaii State Republican Convention,
Fellow Republicans: '
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Thank you, very much, for the high privilege of being your
Honorary Chairman, I am most grateful,

It is good to see so many familiar faces and to see so many

.

ne;y faces, too. By your presence here and by your other activities
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We Republicans must also make sure that Fred Rohlfing
is elected to the U. S. House of Representatives,

We Republicans must also make sure we field and elect
a strong candidate for the second House seat,

Ve Republicans must save the State Senate seat vacated
by former Senator Rohlfing,

We Repul;licans must save the 15 seats we now have in the &
State House of Representatives and we must win as many as we can of
the other 36 seats that will be up for election,

- We Republicans must go all out to win in the County elections
-- four mayorsg, three councils, and two prosecuting attorneys.

The 'opportunities are there., Let's go after them -- and this
time, let's win,

For too long, Hawaii has been plagued.by lopsided Govern-
ment, So lopsided that last year the majority party sneaked through
the State Legislature a pay raise and pension bonanza in such an arro-
gant display of self-interest that the taxpayers of Hawail were absolutely

outraged.

This year, the majority pal:ty in the State House of Repre-

sentatives tried to gerrymander Hawaii's Congressional districts., It
was a blatant power play to lock in a Democrat victory for both seats,

Cnce again, public outcry blew the whistle on this patently unfair move,




‘In the United States Congress, where the Democrats also
have lopsided majorities, they passed legislation which in substance
would have gutted the Hatch ;\ct and taken away its protection against
political coercion fror;‘x 2, 8 million Federal workers. It was a blatant
move to politicize the vast army of vivil servants to the benefit of the
Democrat Party. No longer would American taxpayers and American
voters have been assured of impartiality and nonpartisanship in the
actions and decisions of Federal workers, Thank goodness, President
Ford vetoed that bill and the veto was sustained,

The overwhelming Democrat majority in Congress is push-
ing legislation to set up a Federal system of voter registration by post-
card. This would open up enormous opportunities for fraud and manipu-
lation of clections, The Democrats see in this bill great advantages for
their Party.

The third recent action by the Democrat Congress to stack
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the deck in their favor is the new Federal Election Campaign Act.A The
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bill does not set-up-an-independent and impartial Federal Election Com-
missioﬁ@ete d the Commission's regulations and advisory opinions

P

will be subject to Congressional review and approval. Congress will
even have an item veto, where one portion of such a regulation could be
knocked out, leaving the rest, .And you know who controls Congress. So
you know what would happen to regulations the majority party in Congress

does not like,




As Congress had delayed enactment three months already and the

only way to release Federal funds for Presidential candidates in the remaining

primaries was through this Act, President Ford felt obliged to sign it, even

though he has serious reservations about its constituionality,
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This proliferation of laws and regulations results from the

tendency in Congress to give just about every Democrat a Committee

L

or Subcommittee chairmanship, Each Committee and/‘ Subcommittee

has to have money for staff, travel, adljninistration, investigations,

and so on and on, Each Committee at}’g\giothtee has to justify /
its existence to qualify for funding each year. So the Members and

staff rack their brains to come up with subjects to be studied, hearings

to be held, bills to be introduced, investigations to be conducted. The

workload of the Congress increases, the laws passed by Congress never

end, the rules and regulations under these laws multiply like cockroaches

plaguing every person, every organization, every State, and every com-
munity in the Nation. And so it goes -- a vicious cycle which balloons
the cost of government and injects government more and more into the
daily lives of the people,

Sometimes I think the best thing that could happen would be
for Will Roger's famous line to come true: "There's good news from
Washington tonight, folks, The Congress is hopelessly deadlocked and
cannot act. "

Seriously, if we are to have balance and fairness in govern-
ment, we must elect more Republicans. This will surely eliminate
many Subcommittees and lessen the prolifération of laws and regula-

tions. All Americans would enjoy more freedom,




-7 =

How long can the American people tolerate lopsided govern-
ment such as has persisted in the Congress, where we Republicans
are outnumbered nearly two to one in the Housaeand nearly two to
one in the Senatel

How long can the peopls of Hawaii tolerate lopsided govern-
ment in Hawaii, where we Republicans are shut out in the State Admin-
istration, outnumbered more than two to one in the State Legislature,
shut out in the four mayors' offices and nearly shut out in the County
Councils!

A small State like Hawaii, which has only four seats in
Congress out of 535, must make sure it has bipartisan representa-
tion, so that we will always have someone in Congress who can reach
the Republicans in both House and Sénate to give us support. Hawaii
should always make sure we have bipartisan representation in Congress
so that, no matter which Party controls the White House, Hawaii wili
have entree to the President,

Hawaii, t;o, needs better balance in our County and State
Governments, With more Republicans in office, we could push harder
for our proposals to stimulate Hawaii's economy and to get government

to tighten its belt so the people don't have to tighten theirs.

Fellow Republiczns, I ask you these questions: Why should / g
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