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LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD

SPEECH OF

U. S. SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA

AT KAUAI HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

ANTONE VIDINHA STADIUM

Lihue, Hawaii

Friday, June 6, 1980

Thank you, Sandra, for that gracious introduction. 

Distinguished graduates, parents, teachers and friends: ALOHA!

As A GRADUATE OF KAUAI HlGH SCHOOL MYSELF, I AM NOT JUST 

HAPPY TO HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF DELIVERING YOUR 1980 COMMENCEMENT 

Address—I am elated!

Some of you here today may recall that when I was elected 

to the United States Senate in 1976, after serving for 19 

consecutive years in the House, I declared that my American dream 

HAD COME TRUE. THAT DREAM WAS FIRST FORMULATED WHILE I WAS A 

STUDENT AT KAUAI HlGH. It WAS THEN THAT I FIRST BECAME DEEPLY 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC INJUSTICES WHICH PREVAILED IN 

Hawaii at that time and was inspired to seek a career in public 

SERVICE—AND TO DREAM ABOUT BECOMING A UNITED STATES SENATOR FROM 

Hawaii. My junior class English teacher and counsellor,

Robert W. Clopton, encouraged me to pursue my dream, and he told



ME THAT IF I REALLY WANTED TO BRING SOCIO-ECONOMIC JUSTICE TO 

Hawaii, I must seek to change the laws, and to change the laws 

I SHOULD aim for a career in politics and become a lawmaker. 

"Hawaii will eventually become a state," he said to me, "and 

who knows, you may someday become a United States Senator from 

Hawaii."

It was a long and difficult trek, but I feel, today, that 

I HAVE CLIMBED TO THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN I USED TO DREAM ABOUT, 

AND I AM GLAD TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO THE PLACE 

WHERE IT ALL STARTED. .

AS YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER, I AM NO DOUBT EXPECTED TO 

OFFER THE NEW GRADUATES SOME SAGE ADVICE; BUT I AM SOMEWHAT 

RELUCTANT TO DO THAT, FOR I RECALL FROM MY OWN STUDIES THAT THE 

great Greek philosopher Socrates went around giving good and sound 

ADVICE TO OTHERS, AND THEY POISONED HIM TO DEATH!

On THE OTHER HAND, I DON'T WANT TO BE LIKE THE COMMENCEMENT 

SPEAKER WHO SPOKE FOR SEVERAL HOURS, ONLY TO CONCLUDE THAT "YOUR 

FUTURE LIES AHEAD."
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After 4 years of hard work, you graduates have the right 

TO EXPECT A LITTLE MORE FROM YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER--PARTICULARLY 

ONE WHO IS HIMSELF A GRADUATE OF KAUAI HiGH.

It may not have really dawned upon you yet, but YOUR HIGH 

SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT DOES MARK THE BEGINNING OF YOUR ADULT LIFE. 

Indeed, the word commencement means beginning. Some of you no 

DOUBT HAVE ALREADY MADE PLANS TO CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION IN THE 

NEAR FUTURE AND WILL BE GOING ON TO COLLEGE, HERE IN HAWAII OR ON 

the Mainland. To those of you who are undecided, my advice is 

" GO ! -- SEEK HIGHER EDUCATION, EVEN IF YOU HAVE TO WORK PART TIME." 

I AM A STRONG BELIEVER IN THE OLD JAPANESE MAXIM: "KYOIKU NI CHIKARA 

WO SOSOGI," WHICH MEANS "SEEK YOUR STRENGTH IN EDUCATION." 

Education makes you stronger by giving you a broader perspective 

ON LIFE AND INCREASING YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER CULTURES AND 

peoples. Moreover, it will increase your range of career 

OPPORTUNITIES. RECENT FIGURES PROVIDED BY THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF 

Education show that the annual earnings of college graduates are 

MORE THAN 25 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE A COLLEGE

-3-



education. Male college graduates earn 27.7 percent more per

YEAR THAN MALE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES, AND FEMALE COLLEGE GRADUATES 

EARN 26.4 PERCENT MORE PER YEAR THAN WOMEN WHO HAVE NOT GRADUATED 

FROM COLLEGE. I AM SURE THAT IF I HAD NOT INSTILLED IN ME, AN 

IRRESISTABLE DESIRE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, I WOULD NOT NOW BE YOUR 

U.S. Senator.

Some of you may have already decided to enroll in a 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING COURSE OR TO SEEK EMPLOYMENT. THE BASIC 

SKILLS YOU HAVE ACQUIRED AS STUDENTS AT KAUAI HlGH SCHOOL WILL BE 

INVALUABLE TO YOU. COMPETITION IN THE JOB MARKET IS EXCEPTIONALLY 

KEEN AT THIS TIME, AND EMPLOYERS ARE SEEKING WORKING PEOPLE WHO 

ARE "BEST QUALIFIED" AND WHO HAVE AT LEAST A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 

AND THE BASIC SKILLS NECESSARY TO FILL ENTRY LEVEL JOBS. WORK 

ITSELF IS AN EDUCATION AND OFFERS MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO INCREASE 

YOUR SKILLS AND COMPETENCE, AND YOUR SELF-CONFIDENCE.

Whether you decide to pursue higher education or join the 

WORKFORCE, YOU MUST BEAR IN MIND THAT AS AN ADULT YOU YOURSELF 

ARE THE MASTER OF YOUR FATE; AND WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO THE 

REST OF US IS THAT YOU ARE GOING TO HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF
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Hawaii and the Nation—if you so choose,

"How CAN WE?" YOU MAY ASK.

It's simpler than you may think. For example: since we 

ARE NOW IN ANOTHER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR, IT IS CRUCIALLY 

IMPORTANT FOR AMERICA'S YOUNG PEOPLE TO REGISTER AND VOTE. In 

1976, 50 PERCENT OF ALL AMERICANS AGED 18 YEARS AND OLDER FAILED TO 

EXERCISE THEIR PRECIOUS RIGHT TO VOTE. HoW ELSE DID THEY EXPECT 

TO HAVE A HAND IN THE SELECTION OF THEIR PRESIDENT, THEIR 

Congressmen, their State Governor, Senators and Representatives, 

their City and County officials, in whose hands lie the 

responsibility of shaping the future of our nation, state, and county. 

According to the Gallup poll, young people between the ages of 

18 and 35 are the least likely to vote on Election Day 1980; and 

senior citizens and those who have annual incomes in excess of 

$45,000 ARE MOST LIKELY TO VOTE.

Those Americans who do take the time to inform themselves 

ABOUT CANDIDATES AND ISSUES AND THEN VOTE, HAVE AN INFLUENCE THAT 

FAR EXCEEDS THEIR NUMBERS. THEY GET TO KNOW THEIR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

AND KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THEM BETWEEN ELECTIONS. THEY KEEP THEMSELVES
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INFORMED ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THEIR AREAS OF SPECIAL

INTEREST AND THEY DON'T HESITATE TO MAKE THEIR VIEWS KNOWN AT 

THE APPROPRIATE TIME. THEY VOLUNTEER THEIR TIME AND ADVICE 

DURING POLICY DEBATES AND POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS WITHOUT WAITING TO 

be asked, They are there when it counts. These are surely among 

THE MOST IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITIES THAT YOU WILL HAVE AS ADULTS 

IN A DEMOCRATIC NATION.

Now, as Americans who have just reached voting age, you 

MAY SAY "I DON'T HAVE A SPECIAL INTEREST TO PROTECT." I BEG TO 

DISAGREE. THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF KAUAf HAVE A VESTED INTEREST IN THE 

FUTURE OF OUR STATE AND NATION.

From my vantage point in the nation's capital, it seems to 

ME THAT THE CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE IS ONE WHICH DESERVES THE FULL 

COMMITMENT OF ALL YOUNG AMERICANS. In HIS 1963 ADDRESS AT 

American University, the late President John F. Kennedy observed 

THAT "The PURSUIT OF PEACE IS NOT AS DRAMATIC AS THE PURSUIT OF 

WAR...BUT WE HAVE NO MORE URGENT TASK." PRESIDENT KENNEDY SPOKE OF 

PEACE AS "THE NECESSARY RATIONAL END OF RATIONAL MEN." He MADE 

IT CLEAR THAT HE WAS NOT REFERRING TO A VAGUE CONCEPT OF UNIVERSAL
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GOODWILL, BUT TO A PRACTICAL AND ATTAINABLE WORLD PEACE "BASED NOT 

ON A SUDDEN REVOLUTION IN HUMAN NATURE, BUT ON A GRADUAL EVOLUTION 

IN HUMAN INSTITUTIONS."

The commitment of rational, pragmatic Americans to the 

CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE IS AS OLD AS THE REPUBLIC ITSELF, BUT IT IS 

STILL OUR MOST URGENT TASK. At THE END OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 

WHEN THE FOUNDERS OF OUR NATION WERE DRAFTING A NEW CONSTITUTION, 

a "Plan for a Peace Office" was published in a popular almanac. 

The proposed "Peace Office" was viewed as an integral part of the 

NEW GOVERNMENT, AND IT WAS TO HAVE AS ITS OBJECTIVE THE EDUCATION 

of Americans in the art and science of peace. It is not clear who 

AUTHORED THE PROPOSAL. THE "PLAN FOR A PEACE OFFICE" HAS BEEN 

ATTRIBUTED BOTH TO BENJAMIN RUSH, A PHYSICIAN AND SIGNER OF THE 

Declaration of Independence, and Benjamin Bannecker, a black 

MATHEMATICIAN WHO WAS THE PUBLISHER OF THE ALMANAC IN WHICH IT 

FIRST APPEARED.

In this century, the DESIRE for an institution devoted to 

PEACE REAPPEARED IN 1935 WHEN U.S. SENATOR MATTHEW M. NEELY OF
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West Virginia introduced legislation providing for the 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF PEACE. THE PROPOSED 

Department closely resembled the Rush/Bannecker Peace Office.

Since 1963, I myself have been a princIpal sponsor in Congress of 

legislation to establish a U.S. Department of Peace. My proposal 

PROVIDES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL PEACE ACADEMY, A 

RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTION; A PEACE BY INVESTMENT CORPORATION; 

and a Joint Congressional Committee on Peace. In addition, it 

WOULD CONSOLIDATE UNDER ONE ADMINISTRATIVE ROOF THE EXISTING 

"PEACE-RELATED" AGENCIES ESTABLISHED SINCE THE END OF WORLD WAR II, 

SUCH AS THE ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY AND THE PEACE CORPS.

In 1978, THE Congress took a major step forward on the road 

TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CABINET-LEVEL DEPARTMENT OF PEACE. 

A FEDERAL COMMISSION WAS ESTABLISHED TO STUDY THE VARIOUS PROPOSALS 

for a National Academy of Peace and Conflict Resolution. As 

Chairman of the newly-established Commission, I strongly believe 

THAT THE STUDY OF PEACEFUL MEANS OF RESOLVING INTERNATIONAL 

CONFLICTS IS ONE WHICH SHOULD ENGAGE THE TIME AND TALENTS OF
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YOUNG PEOPLE HERE ON KAUAI AND THROUGHOUT THE NATION, AND I STRONGLY 

URGE YOU TO MAKE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN TO YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS,

A SECOND AREA WHICH MERITS YOUR FULL ATTENTION CONCERNS 

THE FUTURE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF OUR ISLAND STATE. As A CANDIDATE 

for Congress for the first time in 1962, I ran on a platform 

WHICH INCLUDED A PLANK CALLING FOR THE CREATION OF MORE JOBS 

for Hawaii's young people. We have made considerable progress 

TOWARD THIS GOAL IN THE LAST 17 YEARS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE 

University of Hawaii now has its own law school and medical school, 

a school of Travel Industry Management, and a College of Tropical 

Agriculture. It is one of eight universities in the nation designated 

a Sea Grant College. Islanders no longer have to leave Hawaii to 

RECEIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN LAW, MEDICINE, TRAVEL INDUSTRY 

MANAGEMENT, TROPICAL AGRICULTURE OR OCEANOGRAPHY. We ARE NO LONGER 

TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON "IMPORTED" PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE IN THESE FIELDS.

In the next 20 years, our continued economic development is 

GOING TO DEPEND LARGELY ON OUR SUCCESS IN CONVERTING FROM IMPORTED 

FOREIGN OIL TO ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF ENERGY. WlLCOX MEMORIAL
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Hospital here on Kauai is one of the pioneering institutions 

WHICH HAVE MADE HAWAII A LEADER IN THE SEARCH FOR A SAFE ALTERNATIVE 

TO OIL. It recently received a federal grant to test solar 

PHOTOVOLTAIC CELLS AND PROVE THEIR COMMERCIAL FEASIBILITY. THE 

SUCCESSFUL CONVERSION TO ALTERNATIVE ENERGY WILL ENABLE US TO 

RETAIN A HEALTHY VISITOR INDUSTRY. It WILL ALSO ENABLE US TO 

CREATE NEW KINDS OF JOBS FOR THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND TO ATTRACT 

NEW INDUSTRIES TO OUR STATE. It WILL CREATE A WIDER RANGE OF 

ECONOMIC CHOICES FOR YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN.

YOU MAY FEEL THAT AS A NEW GRADUATE OF KAUAI HlGH SCHOOL, 

THERE IS NOT MUCH YOU CAN DO TO PROMOTE MAJOR NATIONAL CAUSES 

SUCH AS WORLD PEACE AND THE CONVERSION TO ALTERNATIVE ENERGY. As 

a former Kauai High School student who did dare to dream, however, 

I AM PERSONALLY CONVINCED THAT THERE IS A ROLE FOR YOU IN THESE 

TWO NATIONAL EFFORTS AND IN OTHER MAJOR CAUSES. THOSE WHO FEEL 

THAT THEY ARE NOT YET READY TO PARTICIPATE IN A POLICY DEBATE AT 

THE NATIONAL LEVEL SHOULD BECOME INVOLVED AT THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL 

here on Kauai. Your efforts will be even more important in the
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FACE OF THE WIDESPREAD NATIONAL APATHY WHICH IS INDICATED IN 

THE VOTING STATISTICS, PROJECTED BY GALLUP AND OTHER OPINION 

RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS.

It has been said that a journey of a thousand miles starts 

WITH BUT A SINGLE STEP. I URGE YOU, THE 1980 GRADUATES OF KAUAI 

High School, to take that first step as you leave your high school 

YEARS BEHIND YOU, AND MAKE THE VOICE OF KAUAI S YOUNG PEOPLE BE 

HEARD IN POLITICS AND OTHER AREAS AT THE NATIONAL, STATE, AND LOCAL 

levels. Work to shape your own destiny.

Thank you very much.

# # #



ME THAT IF I REALLY WANTED TO BRING SOCIO-ECONOMIC JUSTICE TO 

Hawaii, I must seek to change the laws, and to change the laws 

I SHOULD AIM FOR A CAREER IN POLITICS AND BECOME A LAWMAKER. 

"Hawaii will eventually become a state," he said to me, "and 

WHO KNOWS, YOU MAY SOMEDAY BECOME A UNITED STATES SENATOR FROM 

Hawai i ."

It was a long and difficult trek, but I feel, today, that 

I HAVE CLIMBED TO THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN I USED TO DREAM ABOUT, 

AND I AM GLAD TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO THE PLACE 

WHERE IT ALL STARTED. .

AS YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER, I AM NO DOUBT EXPECTED TO 

OFFER THE NEW GRADUATES SOME SAGE ADVICE; BUT I AM SOMEWHAT 

RELUCTANT TO DO THAT, FOR I RECALL FROM MY OWN STUDIES THAT THE 

great Greek philosopher Socrates went around giving good and sound 

ADVICE TO OTHERS, AND THEY POISONED HIM TO DEATH*.

On the other hand, I don't want to be like the commencement 

SPEAKER WHO SPOKE FOR SEVERAL HOURS, ONLY TO CONCLUDE THAT "YOUR 

FUTURE LIES AHEAD."
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After A years of hard work, you graduates have the right 

TO EXPECT A LITTLE MORE FROM YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER--PARTICULARLY 

ONE WHO IS HIMSELF A GRADUATE OF KAUAI HiGH.

It MAY NOT HAVE REALLY DAWNED UPON YOU YET, BUT YOUR HIGH 

SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT DOES MARK THE BEGINNING OF YOUR ADULT LIFE. 

Indeed, the word commencement means beginning. Some of you no 

DOUBT HAVE ALREADY MADE PLANS TO CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION IN THE 

NEAR FUTURE AND WILL BE GOING ON TO COLLEGE, HERE IN HAWAII OR ON 

the Mainland. To those of you who are undecided, my advice is 

"go! --wSEEK higher education, even if you have to work part time." 

I AM A STRONG BELIEVER IN THE OLD JAPANESE MAXIM: "KYOIKU NI CHIKARA 

WO SOSOGI," WHICH MEANS "SEEK YOUR STRENGTH IN EDUCATION." 

Education makes you stronger by giving you a broader perspective 

ON LIFE AND INCREASING YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER CULTURES AND 

peoples. Moreover, it will increase your range of career 

OPPORTUNITIES. RECENT FIGURES PROVIDED BY THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF 

Education show that the annual earnings of college graduates are 

MORE THAN 25 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE A COLLEGE
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education. Male college graduates earn 27.7 percent more per

YEAR THAN MALE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES, AND FEMALE COLLEGE GRADUATES 

EARN 26.4 PERCENT MORE PER YEAR THAN WOMEN WHO HAVE NOT GRADUATED 

FROM COLLEGE. I AM SURE THAT IF I HAD NOT INSTILLED IN ME, AN 

IRRESI STABLE DESIRE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, I WOULD NOT NOW BE YOUR 

U.S. Senator.

Some of you may have already decided to enroll in a 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING COURSE OR TO SEEK EMPLOYMENT. THE BASIC 

SKILLS YOU HAVE ACQUIRED AS STUDENTS AT KAUAI HlGH SCHOOL WILL BE 

INVALUABLE TO YOU. COMPETITION IN THE JOB MARKET IS EXCEPTIONALLY 

KEEN AT THIS TIME, AND EMPLOYERS ARE SEEKING WORKING PEOPLE WHO 

ARE "BEST QUALIFIED" AND WHO HAVE AT LEAST A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 

AND THE BASIC SKILLS NECESSARY TO FILL ENTRY LEVEL JOBS. WORK 

ITSELF IS AN EDUCATION AND OFFERS MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO INCREASE 

YOUR SKILLS AND COMPETENCE, AND YOUR SELF-CONFIDENCE.

Whether you decide to pursue higher education or join the 

WORKFORCE, YOU MUST BEAR IN MIND THAT AS AN ADULT YOU YOURSELF 

ARE THE MASTER OF YOUR FATE; AND WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO THE 

REST OF US IS THAT YOU ARE GOING TO HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF
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Hawaii and the Nation—if you so choose.

"How CAN WE?" YOU MAY ASK,

It's simpler than you may think. For example: since we

ARE NOW IN ANOTHER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR, IT IS CRUCIALLY 

important for America's young people to register and vote. In 

1976, 50 PERCENT OF ALL AMERICANS AGED 18 YEARS AND OLDER FAILED TO 

EXERCISE THEIR PRECIOUS RIGHT TO VOTE. HoW ELSE DID THEY EXPECT 

TO HAVE A HAND IN THE SELECTION OF THEIR PRESIDENT, THEIR 

Congressmen, their State Governor, Senators and Representatives, 

- their City and County officials, in whose hands lie the

RESPONSIBILITY OF SHAPING THE FUTURE OF OUR NATION, STATE, AND COUNTY. 

According to the Gallup poll, young people between the ages of 

18 and 35 are the least likely to vote on Election Day 1980; and 

SENIOR CITIZENS AND THOSE WHO HAVE ANNUAL INCOMES IN EXCESS OF 

$45,000 ARE MOST LIKELY TO VOTE.

Those Americans who do take the time to inform themselves 

ABOUT CANDIDATES AND ISSUES AND THEN VOTE, HAVE AN INFLUENCE THAT 

FAR EXCEEDS THEIR NUMBERS. THEY GET TO KNOW THEIR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

AND KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THEM BETWEEN ELECTIONS. THEY KEEP THEMSELVES
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INFORMED ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THEIR AREAS OF SPECIAL

INTEREST AND THEY DON'T HESITATE TO MAKE THEIR VIEWS KNOWN AT 

THE APPROPRIATE TIME. THEY VOLUNTEER THEIR TIME AND ADVICE 

DURING POLICY DEBATES AND POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS WITHOUT WAITING TO 

be asked. They are there when it counts. These are surely among 

THE MOST IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITIES THAT YOU WILL HAVE AS ADULTS 

IN A DEMOCRATIC NATION.

Now, as Americans who have just reached voting age, you 

MAY SAY "I don't HAVE A SPECIAL INTEREST TO PROTECT." I BEG TO 

disagree. The young people of Kauai have a vested interest in the 

future of our state and nation.

From my vantage point in the nation's capital, it seems to 

ME THAT THE CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE IS ONE WHICH DESERVES THE FULL 

COMMITMENT OF ALL YOUNG AMERICANS. In HIS 1963 ADDRESS AT 

American University, the late President John F. Kennedy observed 

THAT "The PURSUIT OF PEACE IS NOT AS DRAMATIC AS THE PURSUIT OF 

WAR...BUT WE HAVE NO MORE URGENT TASK." PRESIDENT KENNEDY SPOKE OF 

PEACE AS "THE NECESSARY RATIONAL END OF RATIONAL MEN." He MADE 

IT CLEAR THAT HE WAS NOT REFERRING TO A VAGUE CONCEPT OF UNIVERSAL
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GOODWILL, BUT TO A PRACTICAL AND ATTAINABLE WORLD PEACE "BASED NOT 

ON A SUDDEN REVOLUTION IN HUMAN NATURE, BUT ON A GRADUAL EVOLUTION 

IN HUMAN INSTITUTIONS."

The commitment of rational, pragmatic Americans to the 

CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE IS AS OLD AS THE REPUBLIC ITSELF, BUT IT IS 

STILL OUR MOST URGENT TASK. At THE END OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 

WHEN THE FOUNDERS OF OUR NATION WERE DRAFTING A NEW CONSTITUTION, 

a "Plan for a Peace Office" was published in a popular almanac, 

The proposed "Peace Office" was viewed as an integral part of the 

NEW GOVERNMENT, AND IT WAS TO HAVE AS ITS OBJECTIVE THE EDUCATION 

of Americans in the art and science of peace. It is not clear who 

AUTHORED THE PROPOSAL. THE "PLAN FOR A PEACE OFFICE" HAS BEEN 

ATTRIBUTED BOTH TO BENJAMIN RUSH, A PHYSICIAN AND SIGNER OF THE 

Declaration of Independence, and Benjamin Bannecker, a black 

MATHEMATICIAN WHO WAS THE PUBLISHER OF THE AU^ANAC^ IN WHICH IT 

FIRST APPEARED.

In this century, the desire for an institution devoted to

PEACE REAPPEARED IN 1935 WHEN U.S. SENATOR MATTHEW M. NEELY OF
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West Virginia introduced legislation providing for the 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF PEACE. THE PROPOSED 

Department closely resembled the Rush/Bannecker Peace Office. 

Since 1963, I myself have been a principal sponsor in Congress of 

LEGISLATION TO ESTABLISH A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF PEACE. MY PROPOSAL 

PROVIDES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL PEACE ACADEMY, A 

RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTION; A PEACE BY INVESTMENT CORPORATION; 

and a Joint Congressional Committee on Peace. In addition, it 

WOULD CONSOLIDATE UNDER ONE ADMINISTRATIVE ROOF THE EXISTING 

"PEACE-RELATED" AGENCIES ESTABLISHED SINCE THE END OF WORLD WAR II, 

SUCH AS THE ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY AND THE PEACE CORPS.

In 1978, the Congress took a major step forward on the road 

TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CABINET-LEVEL DEPARTMENT OF PEACE. 

A FEDERAL COMMISSION WAS ESTABLISHED TO STUDY THE VARIOUS PROPOSALS 

for a National Academy of Peace and Conflict Resolution. As 

Chairman of the newly-established Commission, I strongly believe 

THAT THE STUDY OF PEACEFUL MEANS OF RESOLVING INTERNATIONAL 

CONFLICTS IS ONE WHICH SHOULD ENGAGE THE TIME AND TALENTS OF
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YOUNG PEOPLE HERE ON KAUAI AND THROUGHOUT THE NATION, AND 1 STRONGLY 

URGE YOU TO MAKE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN TO YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS.

A SECOND AREA WHICH MERITS YOUR FULL ATTENTION CONCERNS 

THE FUTURE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF OUR ISLAND STATE. As A CANDIDATE 

for Congress for the first time in 1962, I ran on a platform 

WHICH INCLUDED A PLANK CALLING FOR THE CREATION OF MORE JOBS 

for Hawaii's young people, We have made considerable progress 

TOWARD THIS GOAL IN THE LAST 17 YEARS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE 

University of Hawaii now has its own law school and medical school, 

a school of Travel Industry Management, and a College of Tropical 

Agriculture. It is one of eight universities in the nation designated 

a Sea Grant College. Islanders no longer have to leave Hawaii to 

RECEIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN LAW, MEDICINE, TRAVEL INDUSTRY 

MANAGEMENT, TROPICAL AGRICULTURE OR OCEANOGRAPHY. We ARE NO LONGER 

TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON "IMPORTED" PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE IN THESE FIELDS. 

In the next 20 years, our continued economic development is 

GOING TO DEPEND LARGELY ON OUR SUCCESS IN CONVERTING FROM IMPORTED 

FOREIGN OIL TO ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF ENERGY. WlLCOX MEMORIAL
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Hospital here on Kauai is one of the pioneering institutions 

WHICH HAVE MADE HAWAII A LEADER IN THE SEARCH FOR A SAFE ALTERNATIVE 

TO OIL. IT RECENTLY RECEIVED A FEDERAL GRANT TO TEST SOLAR 

PHOTOVOLTAIC CELLS AND PROVE THEIR COMMERCIAL FEASIBILITY. THE 

SUCCESSFUL CONVERSION TO ALTERNATIVE ENERGY WILL ENABLE US TO 

RETAIN A HEALTHY VISITOR INDUSTRY. It WILL ALSO ENABLE US TO 

CREATE NEW KINDS OF JOBS FOR THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND TO ATTRACT 

NEW INDUSTRIES TO OUR STATE. It WILL CREATE A WIDER RANGE OF 

ECONOMIC CHOICES FOR YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN.

YOU MAY FEEL THAT AS A NEW GRADUATE OF KAUAI HlGH SCHOOL, 

THERE IS NOT MUCH YOU CAN DO TO PROMOTE MAJOR NATIONAL CAUSES 

SUCH AS WORLD PEACE AND THE CONVERSION TO ALTERNATIVE ENERGY. As 

a former Kauai High School student who did dare to dream, however, 

I AM PERSONALLY CONVINCED THAT THERE IS A ROLE FOR YOU IN THESE 

TWO NATIONAL EFFORTS AND IN OTHER MAJOR CAUSES. THOSE WHO FEEL 

THAT THEY ARE NOT YET READY TO PARTICIPATE IN A POLICY DEBATE AT 

THE NATIONAL LEVEL SHOULD BECOME INVOLVED AT THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL 

here on Kauai. Your efforts will be even more important in the
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FACE OF THE WIDESPREAD NATIONAL APATHY WHICH IS INDICATED IN

THE VOTING STATISTICS, PROJECTED BY GALLUP AND OTHER OPINION

RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS,

It has been said that a journey of a thousand miles starts 

WITH BUT A SINGLE STEP, I URGE YOU, THE 1980 GRADUATES OF KAUAI 

High School, to take that first step as you leave your high school 

YEARS BEHIND YOU, AND MAKE THE VOICE OF KAUAI S YOUNG PEOPLE BE 

HEARD IN POLITICS AND OTHER AREAS AT THE NATIONAL, STATE, AND LOCAL 

levels. Work to shape your own destiny,

Thank you very much,

# # #


