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LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD
SPEECH OF
U. S. SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA
AT KAUAI HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
ANTONE VIDINHA STADIUM
L1HUE, HAWAII .
FrRipAY, June 6, 1980

THANK YOU, SANDRA, FOR THAT GRACIOUS INTRODUCTION,

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATES, PARENTS, TEACHERS AND FRIENDS: ALOHA!

As A GRADUATE OF Kaual HieH ScHooL MYSELF, I AM NOT JUST

HAPPY TO HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF DELIVERING YOUR 1980 COMMENCEMENT
ADDRESS--1 AM ELATED!

| SOME OF YOU HERE TODAY MAY RECALL THAT WHEN [ WAS ELECTED
170 THE UNITED STATES SENATE IN 1976, AFTER SERVING FOR 14
CONSECUTIVE YEARS IN THE HOUSE, I DECLARED THAT MY AMERICAN DREAM
HAD COME TRUE. THAT DREAM WAS FIRST FORMULATED WHILE [ WAS A
STUDENT AT Kaual HigH. IT WAS THEN THAT [ FIRST BECAME DEEPLY
CONCERNED ABOUT THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC INJUSTICES WHICH PREVAILED IN
HAWAIT AT THAT TIME AND WAS INSPIRED TO SEEK A CAREER IN PUBLIC
SERVICE--AND TO DREAM ABOUT BECOMING A UNITED STATES SENATOR FROM
HAawATI. My JUNIOR CLASS ENGLISH TEACHER AND COUNSELLOR,

RoBERT W. CLOPTON, ENCOURAGED ME TO PURSUE MY DREAM, AND HE TOLD




ME THAT IF | REALLY WANTED TO BRING SOCIO-ECONOMIC JUSTICE TO
HAawA11, | MUST SEEK TO CHANGE THE LAWS, AND TO CHANGE THE LAWS

[ sHouLD AIM FOR A CAREER IN POLITICS AND BECOME A LAWMAKER.

"HAWAIT WILL EVENTUALLY BECOME A STATE,” HE SAID TO ME, "AND

WHO KNOWS, YOU MAY SOMEDAY BECOME A UNITED STATES SENATOR FROM
Hawat1.”

[T WAS A LONG AND DIFFICULT TREK, BUT I FEEL, TODAY, THAT
| HAVE CLIMBED TO THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN [ USED TO DREAM ABOUT,
AND | AM GLAD TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO THE PLACE
WHERE IT ALL STARTED.

AS YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER, | AM NO DOUBT EXPECTED TO
OFFER THE NEW GRADUATES SOME SAGE ADVICE; BUT [ AM SOMEWHAT
RELUCTANT TO DO THAT, FOR | RECALL FROM MY OWN STUDIES THAT THE
GREAT GREEK PHILOSOPHER SOCRATES WENT AROUND GIVING GOOD AND SOUND
ADVICE TO OTHERS, AND THEY POISONED HIM TO DEATH!

ON THE OTHER HAND, [ DON'T WANT TO BE LIKE THE COMMENCEMENT
SPEAKER WHO SPOKE FOR SEVERAL HOURS, ONLY TO CONCLUDE THAT “YOUR

FUTURE LIES AHEAD.”




AFTER 4 YEARS OF HARD WORK, YOU GRADUATES HAVE THE RIGHT

TO EXPECT A LITTLE MORE FROM YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER--PARTICULARLY

ONE WHO IS HIMSELF A GRADUATE OF Kauarl HiGH.
IT MAY NOT HAVE REALLY DAWNED UPON YOU YET, BUT YOUR HIGH

SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT DOES MARK THE BEGINNING OF YOUR ADULT LIFE.

INDEED, THE WORD COMMENCEMENT MEANS BEGINNING., SOME OF YOU NO

DOUBT HAVE ALREADY MADE PLANS TO CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION IN THE
NEAR FUTURE AND WILL BE GOING ON TO COLLEGE, HERE IN HAWAII OR ON
THE MAINLAND. TO THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE UNDECIDED, MY ADVICE IS

“Go! -- SEEK HIGHER EDUCATION, EVEN IF YOU HAVE TO WORK PART TIME.”

I AM A STRONG BELIEVER IN THE OLD JAPANESE MAXIM: “KYOIKU NI CHIKARA

n

WO SOSOGI,"” WHICH MEANS "SEEK YOUR STRENGTH IN EDUCATION,”

EDUCATION MAKES YOU STRONGER BY GIVING YOU A BROADER PERSPECTIVE
ON LIFE AND INCREASING YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER CULTURES AND
PEOPLES., [MOREOVER, IT WILL INCREASE YOUR RANGE OF CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES., RECENT FIGURES PROVIDED BY THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION SHOW THAT THE ANNUAL EARNINGS OF COLLEGE GRADUATES ARE
MORE THAN 25 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE A COLLEGE

_3-




EDUCATION. MALE COLLEGE GRADUATES EARN 27.7 PERCENT MORE PER

YEAR THAN MALE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES, AND FEMALE COLLEGE GRADUATES

EARN 26,4 PERCENT MORE PER YEAR THAN WOMEN WHO HAVE NOT GRADUATED

FROM COLLEGE. [ AM SURE THAT IF | HAD NOT INSTILLED IN ME, AN
IRRESISTABLE DESIRE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, | WOULD NOT NOW BE YOUR
U.S. SENATOR.

SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE ALREADY DECIDED TO ENROLL IN A
VOCATIONAL TRAINING COURSE OR TO SEEK EMPLOYMENT. THE BASIC
SKILLS YOU HAVE ACQUIRED AS STUDENTS AT KAUAI HIGgH ScHooL WILL BE
INVALUABLE TO YOU. COMPETITION IN THE JOB MARKET IS EXCEPTIONALLY
KEEN AT THIS TIME, AND EMPLOYERS ARE SEEKING WORKING PEOPLE WHO
ARE "BEST QUALIFIED"” AND WHO HAVE AT LEAST A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
AND THE BASIC SKILLS NECESSARY TO FILL ENTRY LEVEL JOBS. WORK
ITSELF 1S AN EDUCATION AND OFFERS MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO INCREASE
YOUR SKILLS AND COMPETENCE, AND YOUR SELF-CONFIDENCE.

WHETHER YOU DECIDE TO PURSUE HIGHER EDUCATION OR JOIN THE
WORKFORCE, YOU MUST BEAR IN MIND THAT AS AN ADULT YOU YOURSELF
ARE THE MASTER OF YOUR FATE; AND WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO THE

REST OF US IS THAT YOU ARE GOING TO HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF
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HAWAIT AND THE NATION--1F YOU SO CHOOSE,
"How CAN WE?"” YOU MAY ASK,

[T'S SIMPLER THAN YOU MAY THINK., FOR EXAMPLE: SINCE WE

ARE NOW IN ANOTHER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR, IT IS CRUCIALLY

IMPORTANT FOR AMERICA’S YOUNG PEOPLE TO REGISTER AND VOTE. IN
1576, 50 PERCENT OF ALL AMERICANS AGED 18 YEARS AND OLDER FAILED TO
EXERCISE THEIR PRECIOUS RIGHT TO VOTE. HOW ELSE DID THEY EXPECT
TO HAVE A HAND IN THE SELECTION OF THEIR PRESIDENT, THEIR
CONGRESSMEN, THEIR STATE GOVERNOR, SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES,
THEIR CiTY AND COUNTY OFFICIALS, IN WHOSE HANDS LIE THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF SHAPING THE FUTURE OF OUR NATION, STATE, AND COUNTY.
ACCORDING TO THE GALLUP POLL, YOUNG PEOPLE BETWEEN THE AGES OF
18 AND 35 ARE THE LEAST LIKELY TO VOTE oN ELEcTioN DAy 1980; AND
SENIOR CITIZENS AND THOSE WHO HAVE ANNUAL INCOMES IN EXCESS OF
$45,000 ARE MOST LIKELY TO VOTE.

THOSE AMERICANS WHO DO TAKE THE TIME TO INFORM THEMSELVES
ABOUT CANDIDATES AND ISSUES AND THEN VOTE, HAVE AN INFLUENCE THAT
FAR EXCEEDS THEIR NUMBERS., JTHEY GET TO KNOW THEIR ELECTED OFFICIALS

AND KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THEM BETWEEN ELECTIONS. THEY KEEP THEMSELVES
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INFORMED ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THEIR AREAS OF SPECIAL
INTEREST AND THEY DON'T HESITATE TO MAKE THEIR VIEWS KNOWN AT
THE APPROPRIATE TIME. [HEY VOLUNTEER THEIR TIME AND ADVICE
DURING POLICY DEBATES AND POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS WITHOUT WAITING TO
BE ASKED. THEY ARE THERE WHEN IT COUNTS. [HESE ARE SURELY AMONG
THE MOST IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITIES THAT YOU WILL HAVE AS ADULTS
IN A DEMOCRATIC NATION.

Now, AS AMERICANS WHO HAVE JUST REACHED VOTING AGE, YOU
MAY SAY “] DON'T HAVE A SPECIAL INTEREST TO PROTECT.” [ BEG TO
DISAGREE. THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF KAUAT HAVE A VESTED INTEREST IN THE
FUTURE OF OUR STATE AND NATION,

FROM MY VANTAGE POINT IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL, IT SEEMS TO
ME THAT THE CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE 1S ONE WHICH DESERVES THE FULL
COMMITMENT OF ALL YOUNG AMERICANS. IN HIs 1963 ADDRESS AT
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, THE LATE PRESIDENT JoHN F, KENNEDY OBSERVED
THAT “THE PURSUIT OF PEACE 1S NOT AS DRAMATIC AS THE PURSUIT OF
WAR...BUT WE HAVE NO MORE URGENT TASK.” PRESIDENT KENNEDY SPOKE OF

!

HE MADE

PEACE AS "THE NECESSARY RATIONAL END OF RATIONAL MEN,’

IT CLEAR THAT HE WAS NOT REFERRING TO A VAGUE CONCEPT OF UNIVERSAL
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GOODWILL, BUT TO A PRACTICAL AND ATTAINABLE WORLD PEACE "BASED NOT
ON A SUDDEN REVOLUTION IN HUMAN NATURE, BUT ON A GRADUAL EVOLUTION
IN HUMAN INSTITUTIONS.”

THE COMMITMENT OF RATIONAL, PRAGMATIC AMERICANS TO THE
CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE IS AS OLD AS THE REPUBLIC ITSELF, BUT IT IS
STILL OUR MOST URGENT TASK. AT THE END OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION,
WHEN THE FOUNDERS OF OUR NATION WERE DRAFTING A NEW CONSTITUTION,
A "PLAN FOR A Peace OFFiceE” WAS PUBLISHED IN A POPULAR ALMANAC.

THe ProPOSED "“PeAce OFFICE" WAS VIEWED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE

NEW GOVERNMENT, AND IT WAS TO HAVE AS ITS OBJECTIVE THE EDUCATION

OF AMERICANS IN THE ART AND SCIENCE OF PEACE. [T IS NOT CLEAR WHO
AUTHORED THE PROPOSAL. THE “PLAN FOR A PEAcE OFFICE” HAS BEEN
ATTRIBUTED BOTH TO BENJUAMIN RUSH, A PHYSICIAN AND SIGNER OF THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, AND BENJAMIN BANNECKER, A BLACK
MATHEMATICIAN WHO WAS THE PUBLISHER OF THE ALMANAC IN WHICH IT
FIRST APPEARED,

IN THIS CENTURY, THE DESIRE FOR AN INSTITUTION DEVOTED TO
PEACE REAPPEARED IN 1935 wHEN U.S. SENATOR MATTHEW M. NEELY OF
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WEST VIRGINIA INTRODUCED LEGISLATION PROVIDING FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF PEACE. THE PROPOSED
DEPARTMENT CLOSELY RESEMBLED THE RusH/BANNECKER PeAcCE OFFICE.
SINCE 1963, 1 MYSELF HAVE BEEN A PRINCIPAL SPONSOR IN CONGRESS OF
LEGISLATION To EsTABLISH A U.S. DEPARTMENT oF PEACE. My PROPOSAL
PROVIDES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL PEACE ACADEMY, A

RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTION; A PEACE BY INVESTMENT CORPORATION;

AND A JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON PEACE. IN ADDITION, IT

WOULD CONSOLIDATE UNDER ONE ADMINISTRATIVE ROOF THE EXISTING
"oEACE-RELATED” AGENCIES ESTABLISHED SINCE THE END OF WORLD War 11,
sucH AS THE ArRMs CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY AND THE PEACE CorPs.
In 1978, THE CONGRESS TOOK A MAJOR STEP FORWARD ON THE ROAD

TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CABINET-LEVEL DEPARTMENT OF PEACE.

A FEDERAL COMMISSION WAS ESTABLISHED TO STUDY THE VARIOUS PROPOSALS
£or A NATIONAL AcADEMY ofF Peace AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION. As
CHAIRMAN OF THE NEWLY-ESTABLISHED COMMISSION, I STRONGLY BELIEVE
THAT THE STUDY OF PEACEFUL MEANS OF RESOLVING INTERNATIONAL
CONFLICTS IS ONE WHICH SHOULD ENGAGE THE TIME AND TALENTS OF
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YOUNG PEOPLE HERE ON KAUAI AND THROUGHOUT THE NATION, AND I STRONGLY
URGE YOU TO MAKE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN TO YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS.,

A SECOND AREA WHICH MERITS YOUR FULL ATTENTION CONCERNS

AN
THE FUTURE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF OUR [SLAND STATE. As A CANDIDATE

FoR CONGRESS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 1962, I RAN ON A PLATFORM

WHICH INCLUDED A PLANK CALLING FOR THE CREATION OF MORE JOBS

FOR HAWAII'S YOUNG PEOPLE. WE HAVE MADE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS

TOWARD THIS GOAL IN THE LAST 17 YEARS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII NOW HAS ITS OWN LAW SCHOOL AND MEDICAL SCHOOL,

A scHooL OF TRAVEL INDuUSTRY MANAGEMENT, AND A COLLEGE OF TROPICAL

AGRICULTURE. [T IS ONE OF EIGHT UNIVERSITIES IN THE NATION DESIGNATED

A SEA GRANT COLLEGE. ISLANDERS NO LONGER HAVE TO LEAVE HAWAII TO

RECEIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN LAW, MEDICINE, TRAVEL INDUSTRY

MANAGEMENT, TROPICAL AGRICULTURE OR OCEANOGRAPHY. WE ARE NO LONGER

TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON " IMPORTED” PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE IN THESE FIELDS.
IN THE NEXT 20 YEARS, OUR CONTINUED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS

GOING TO DEPEND LARGELY ON OUR SUCCESS IN CONVERTING FROM IMPORTED

FOREIGN OIL TO ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF ENERGY. WiLcox MEMORIAL
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HosPITAL HERE ON KAUAI 1S ONE OF THE PIONEERING INSTITUTIONS
WHICH HAVE MADE HAWAII A LEADER IN THE SEARCH FOR A SAFE ALTERNATIVE
TO OIL., IT RECENTLY RECEIVED A FEDERAL GRANT TO TEST SOLAR

PHOTOVOLTAIC CELLS AND PROVE THEIR COMMERCIAL FEASIBILITY. THE

SUCCESSFUL CONVERSION TO ALTERNATIVE ENERGY WILL ENABLE US TO

RETAIN A HEALTHY VISITOR INDUSTRY. [T WILL ALSO ENABLE US TO
CREATE NEW KINDS OF JOBS FOR THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND TO ATTRACT
NEW INDUSTRIES TO OUR STATE. IT WILL CREATE A WIDER RANGE OF
ECONOMIC CHOICES FOR YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN.

You MAY FEEL THAT AS A NEW GRADUATE OF Kaual HieH ScHooL,
THERE IS NOT MUCH YOU CAN DO TO PROMOTE MAJOR NATIONAL CAUSES
SUCH AS WORLD PEACE AND THE CONVERSION TO ALTERNATIVE ENERGY. As
A FORMER KAUAT HiGH ScHOOL STUDENT WHO DID DARE TO DREAM, HOWEVER,
I AM PERSONALLY CONVINCED THAT THERE IS A ROLE FOR YOU IN THESE
TWO NATIONAL EFFORTS AND IN OTHER MAJOR CAUSES. THOSE WHO FEEL
THAT THEY ARE NOT YET READY TO PARTICIPATE IN A POLICY DEBATE AT
THE NATIONAL LEVEL SHOULD BECOME INVOLVED AT THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL

HERE ON KAUAT. YOUR EFFORTS WILL BE EVEN MORE IMPORTANT IN THE
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FACE OF THE WIDESPREAD NATIONAL APATHY WHICH IS INDICATED IN

THE VOTING STATISTICS, PROJECTED BY GALLUP AND OTHER OPINION

RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS.,

\

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT A JOURNEY OF A THOUSAND MILES STARTS

WITH BUT A SINGLE STEP. | URGE YOU, THE 1930 GRADUATES OF KAUAI
HiGH SCHOOL, TO TAKE THAT FIRST STEP AS YOU LEAVE YOUR HIGH SCHOOL
YEARS BEHIND YOU, AND MAKE THE VOICE OF KAUALI'S YOUNG PEOPLE BE

HEARD IN POLITICS AND OTHER AREAS AT THE NATIONAL, STATE, AND LOCAL
LEVELS. WORK TO SHAPE YOUR OWN DESTINY,

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.




ME THAT IF | REALLY WANTED TO BRING SOCIO-ECONOMIC JUSTICE TO
HAWATT, | MUST SEEK TO CHANGE THE LAWS, AND TO CHANGE THE LAWS
] SHOULD AIM FOR A CAREER IN POLITICS AND BECOME A LAWMAKER.
"HAWAI1 WILL EVENTUALLY BECOME A STATE,” HE SAID TO ME, "AND
WHO KNOWS, YOU MAY SOMEDAY BECOME A UNITED STATES SENATOR FROM
Hawa1i,”

IT WAS A LONG AND DIFFICULT TREK, BUT [ FEEL, TODAY, THAT
I HAVE CLIMBED TO THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN | USED TO DREAM ABOUT,
AND | AM GLAD TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO THE PLACE

WHERE IT ALL STARTED.

AS YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER, | AM NO DOUBT EXPECTED TO

OFFER THE NEW GRADUATES SOME SAGE ADVICE; BUT | AM SOMEWHAT
RELUCTANT TO DO THAT, FOR | RECALL FROM MY OWN STUDIES THAT THE
GREAT GREEK PHILOSOPHER SOCRATES WENT AROUND GIVING GOOD AND SOUND
ADVICE TO OTHERS, AND THEY POISONED HIM TO DEATH!

ON THE OTHER HAND, [ DON'T WANT TO BE LIKE THE COMMENCEMENT
SPEAKER WHO SPOKE FOR SEVERAL HOURS, ONLY TO CONCLUDE THAT "YOUR

FUTURE LIES AHEAD.”




AFTER 4 YEARS OF HARD WORK, YOU GRADUATES HAVE THE RIGHT
TO EXPECT A LITTLE MORE FROM YOUR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER--PARTICULARLY
ONE WHO IS HIMSELF A GRADUATE oF Kaua1 HiGH.

IT MAY NOT HAVE REALLY DAWNED UPON YOU YET, BUT YOUR HIGH
SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT DOES MARK THE BEGINNING OF YOUR ADULT LIFE.
INDEED, THE WORD COMMENCEMENT MEANS BEGINNING. SOME OF YOU NO
DOUBT HAVE ALREADY MADE PLANS TO CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION IN THE
NEAR FUTURE AND WILL BE GOING ON TO COLLEGE, HERE IN HAWAII OR ON
THE MAINLAND, To THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE UNDECIDED, MY ADVICE IS
"

Go! = _SEEK HIGHER EDUCATION, EVEN IF YOU HAVE TO WORK PART TIME.”

[ AM A STRONG BELIEVER IN THE OLD JAPANESE MAXIM: "KYOIKU NI CHIKARA

!

WO SOSO0GI,"” WHICH MEANS "SEEK YOUR STRENGTH IN EDUCATION.”

EDUCATION MAKES YOU STRONGER BY GIVING YOU A BROADER PERSPECTIVE
ON LIFE AND INCREASING YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER CULTURES AND
PEOPLES. MOREOVER, IT WILL INCREASE YOUR RANGE OF CAREER

OPPORTUNITIES. RECENT FIGURES PROVIDED BY THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION SHOW THAT THE ANNUAL EARNINGS OF COLLEGE GRADUATES ARE

MORE THAN 25 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE A COLLEGE
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EDUCATION. MALE COLLEGE GRADUATES EARN 2/.7/ PERCENT MORE PER
YEAR THAN MALE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES, AND FEMALE COLLEGE GRADUATES

EARN 26.4 PERCENT MORE PER YEAR THAN WOMEN WHO HAVE NOT GRADUATED

FROM COLLEGE. [ AM SURE THAT IF [ HAD NOT INSTILLED IN ME, AN

IRRESISTABLE DESIRE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, | WOULD NOT NOW BE YOUR
U.S. SENATOR.

SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE ALREADY DECIDED TO ENROLL IN A
VOCATIONAL TRAINING COURSE OR TO SEEK EMPLOYMENT. THE BASIC
SKILLS YOU HAVE ACQUIRED AS STUDENTS AT KaAuAl HiGH ScHoOL WILL BE
INVALUABLE TO YoU. COMPETITION IN THE JOB MARKET IS EXCEPTIONALLY
KEEN AT THIS TIME, AND EMPLOYERS ARE SEEKING WORKING PEOPLE WHO
ARE "BEST QUALIFIED” AND WHO HAVE AT LEAST A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
AND THE BASIC SKILLS NECESSARY TO FILL ENTRY LEVEL JOBS., WORK
ITSELF IS AN EDUCATION AND OFFERS MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO INCREASE
YOUR SKILLS AND COMPETENCE, AND YOUR SELF-CONFIDENCE.

WHETHER YOU DECIDE TO PURSUE HIGHER EDUCATION OR JOIN THE
WORKFORCE, YOU MUST BEAR IN MIND THAT AS AN ADULT YOU YOURSELF
ARE THE MASTER OF YOUR FATE; AND WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO THE

REST OF US IS THAT YOU ARE GOING TO HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF
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HAWAII AND THE NATION--IF YOU SO CHOOSE,
"How CAN WE?" YOU MAY ASK,

[T's SIMPLER THAN YOU MAY THINK. FOR EXAMPLE: SINCE WE

ARE NOW IN ANOTHER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR, IT IS CRUCIALLY

IMPORTANT FOR AMERICA’'S YOUNG PEOPLE TO REGISTER AND VOTE. IN
1976, 50 PERCENT OF ALL AMERICANS AGED 18 YEARS AND OLDER FAILED TO
EXERCISE THEIR PRECIOUS RIGHT TO VOTE., HOW ELSE DID THEY EXPECT
TO HAVE A HAND IN THE SELECTION OF THEIR PRESIDENT, THEIR
CONGRESSMEN, THEIR STATE GOVERNOR, SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES,
THEIR CITY AND COUNTY OFFICIALS, IN WHOSE HANDS LIE THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF SHAPING THE FUTURE OF OUR NATION, STATE, AND COUNTY.
ACCORDING TO THE GALLUP POLL, YOUNG PEOPLE BETWEEN THE AGES OF
18 AND 35 ARE THE LEAST LIKELY TO VOTE ON ELecTionN DAy 1980; AND
SENIOR CITIZENS AND THOSE WHO HAVE ANNUAL INCOMES IN EXCESS OF
$45,000 ARE MOST LIKELY TO VOTE,

THOSE AMERICANS WHO DO TAKE THE TIME TO INFORM THEMSELVES
ABOUT CANDIDATES AND ISSUES AND THEN VOTE, HAVE AN INFLUENCE THAT
FAR EXCEEDS THEIR NUMBERS. [HEY GET TO KNOW THEIR ELECTED OFFICIALS

AND KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THEM BETWEEN ELECTIONS. [HEY KEEP THEMSELVES
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INFORMED ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THEIR AREAS OF SPECIAL
INTEREST AND THEY DON’'T HESITATE TO MAKE THEIR VIEWS KNOWN AT
THE APPROPRIATE TIME. [HEY VOLUNTEER THEIR TIME AND ADVICE
\

DURING POLICY DEBATES AND POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS WITHOUT WAITING TO
BE ASKED. THEY ARE THERE WHEN IT COUNTS. [HESE ARE SURELY AMONG
THE MOST IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITIES THAT YOU WILL HAVE AS ADULTS
IN A DEMOCRATIC NATION,

Now, AS AMERICANS WHO HAVE JUST REACHED VOTING AGE, YOU
MAY SAY ”"I DON'T HAVE A SPECIAL INTEREST TO PROTECT.” I BEG TO
DISAGREE. THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF KAUAI HAVE A VESTED INTEREST IN THE
FUTURE OF OUR STATE AND NATION,

FROM MY VANTAGE POINT IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL, IT SEEMS TO
ME THAT THE CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE IS ONE WHICH DESERVES THE FULL
COMMITMENT OF ALL YOUNG AMERICANS. IN HIs 1963 ADDRESS AT
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, THE LATE PRESIDENT JoHN F. KENNEDY OBSERVED

THAT “THE PURSUIT OF PEACE IS NOT AS DRAMATIC AS THE PURSUIT OF

WAR...BUT WE HAVE NO MORE URGENT TASK."” PRESIDENT KENNEDY SPOKE OF

PEACE AS "THE NECESSARY RATIONAL END OF RATIONAL MEN.” HE MADE

IT CLEAR THAT HE WAS NOT REFERRING TO A VAGUE CONCEPT OF UNIVERSAL
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GOODWILL, BUT TO A PRACTICAL AND ATTAINABLE WORLD PEACE "BASED NOT
ON A SUDDEN REVOLUTION IN HUMAN NATURE, BUT ON A GRADUAL EVOLUTION
IN HUMAN INSTITUTIONS.”

THE COMMITMENT OF RATIONAL, PRAGMATIC AMERICANS TO THE
CAUSE OF WORLD PEACE IS AS OLD AS THE REPUBLIC ITSELF, BUT IT IS
STILL OUR MOST URGENT TASK., AT THE END OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION,
WHEN THE FOUNDERS OF OUR NATION WERE DRAFTING A NEW CONSTITUTION,
A “PLAN ForR A Peace OFFICE” WAS PUBLISHED IN A POPULAR ALMANAC,

Tue ProOPOSED "PeEAce OFFICE" WAS VIEWED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE

NEW GOVERNMENT, AND IT WAS TO HAVE AS ITS OBJECTIVE THE EDUCATION

OF AMERICANS IN THE ART AND SCIENCE OF PEACE. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHO
AUTHORED THE PROPOSAL. THE "“PLAN FOR A PEACE OFFICE” HAS BEEN
ATTRIBUTED BOTH TO BENJAMIN RUSH, A PHYSICIAN AND SIGNER OF THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, AND BENJUAMIN BANNECKER, A BLACK
MATHEMATICIAN WHO WAS THE PUBLISHER OF THE ALMANAC IN WHICH IT
FIRST APPEARED,

IN THIS CENTURY, THE DESIRE FOR AN INSTITUTION DEVOTED TO
PEACE REAPPEARED IN 1935 wheEN U.S. SenaToR MaTTHEW M. NEELY OF
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WEsT VIRGINIA INTRODUCED LEGISLATION PROVIDING FOR THE

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF PEACE. THE PROPOSED
DEPARTMENT CLOSELY RESEMBLED THE RusH/BANNECKER PEACE OFFICE.

Since 1963, 1 MYSELF HAVE BEEN A PRINCIPAL SPONSOR IN CONGRESS OF
LEGISLATION To ESTABLISH A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF PEACE. My PROPOSAL
PROVIDES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL PEACE ACADEMY, A
RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTION; A PEACE BY INVESTMENT CORPORATION;
AND A JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON PEACE. IN ADDITION, IT

WOULD CONSOLIDATE UNDER ONE ADMINISTRATIVE ROOF THE EXISTING

"oEACE-RELATED"” AGENCIES ESTABLISHED SINCE THE END OF WorLD WaAR II,

SUCH AS THE ArRMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY AND THE Peace CorPsS.
In 1978, THE CONGRESS TOOK A MAJOR STEP FORWARD ON THE ROAD

TOWARD THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CABINET-LEVEL DEPARTMENT OF PEACE.

A FEDERAL COMMISSION WAS ESTABLISHED TO STUDY THE VARIOUS PROPOSALS
cor A NATIONAL AcADEMY OF PEACE AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION. As
CHAIRMAN OF THE NEWLY-ESTABLISHED CoMMISSION, [ STRONGLY BELIEVE
THAT THE STUDY OF PEACEFUL MEANS OF RESOLVING INTERNATIONAL
CONFLICTS IS ONE WHICH SHOULD ENGAGE THE TIME AND TALENTS OF

-
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YOUNG PEOPLE HERE ON KAUAI AND THROUGHOUT THE NATION, AND [ sTRONGLY
URGE YOU TO MAKE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN TO YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS.

A SECOND AREA WHICH MERITS YOUR FULL ATTENTION CONCERNS

\
THE FUTURE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF OUR IsLAND STATE. AS A CANDIDATE

For CONGRESS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 1962, I RAN ON A PLATFORM

WHICH INCLUDED A PLANK CALLING FOR THE CREATION OF MORE JOBS

FOR HAWAII'S YOUNG PEOPLE. WE HAVE MADE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS

TOWARD THIS GOAL IN THE LAST 17 YEARS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIT NOW HAS ITS OWN LAW SCHOOL AND MEDICAL SCHOOL,

A SCHOOL OF TRAVEL INDUSTRY MANAGEMENT, AND A COLLEGE OF TROPICAL

AGRICULTURE. IT IS ONE OF EIGHT UNIVERSITIES IN THE NATION DESIGNATED

A SEA GRANT COLLEGE. ISLANDERS NO LONGER HAVE TO LEAVE HAWAII TO

RECEIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN LAW, MEDICINE, TRAVEL INDUSTRY

MANAGEMENT, TROPICAL AGRICULTURE OR OCEANOGRAPHY. WE ARE NO LONGER

TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON " IMPORTED"” PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE IN THESE FIELDS.
IN THE NEXT 20 YEARS, OUR CONTINUED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS

GOING TO DEPEND LARGELY ON OUR SUCCESS IN CONVERTING FROM IMPORTED

FOREIGN OIL TO ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF ENERGY, WiLcox MEMORIAL

-9-




HosP1TAL HERE ON KAUAI 1S ONE OF THE PIONEERING INSTITUTIONS
WHICH HAVE MADE HAWAII A LEADER IN THE SEARCH FOR A SAFE ALTERNATIVE
TO OIL, IT RECENTLY RECEIVED A FEDERAL GRANT TO TEST SOLAR

PHOTOVOLTAIC CELLS AND PROVE THEIR COMMERCIAL FEASIBILITY. THE

SUCCESSFUL CONVERSION TO ALTERNATIVE ENERGY WILL ENABLE US TO

RETAIN A HEALTHY VISITOR INDUSTRY. [T WILL ALSO ENABLE US TO
CREATE NEW KINDS OF JOBS FOR THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND TO ATTRACT
NEW INDUSTRIES TO OUR STATE. IT WILL CREATE A WIDER RANGE OF
ECONOMIC CHOICES FOR YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN.

You MAY FEEL THAT AS A NEW GRADUATE OF Kaual HieH ScHooL,
THERE 1S NOT MUCH YOU CAN DO TO PROMOTE MAJOR NATIONAL CAUSES
SUCH AS WORLD PEACE AND THE CONVERSION TO ALTERNATIVE ENERGY. AS
A FORMER KauAl HigH ScHOOL STUDENT WHO DID DARE TO DREAM, HOWEVER,
] AM PERSONALLY CONVINCED THAT THERE IS A ROLE FOR YOU IN THESE
TWO NATIONAL EFFORTS AND IN OTHER MAJOR CAUSES. [HOSE WHO FEEL
THAT THEY ARE NOT YET READY TO PARTICIPATE IN A POLICY DEBATE AT
THE NATIONAL LEVEL SHOULD BECOME INVOLVED AT THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL

HERE ON KauAl. YOUR EFFORTS WILL BE EVEN MORE IMPORTANT IN THE

-
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FACE OF THE WIDESPREAD NATIONAL APATHY WHICH IS INDICATED IN
THE VOTING STATISTICS, PROJECTED BY GALLUP AND OTHER OPINION
RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS.,

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT A JOURNEY bF A THOUSAND MILES STARTS

WITH BUT A SINGLE STEP. [ URGE YOU, THE 1980 GRADUATES OF KAUAI

HicH ScHooL, TO TAKE THAT FIRST STEP AS YOU LEAVE YOUR HIGH SCHOOL

YEARS BEHIND YOU, AND MAKE THE VOICE OF KAUAI'S YOUNG PEOPLE BE

HEARD IN POLITICS AND OTHER AREAS AT THE NATIONAL, STATE, AND LOCAL

LEVELS. WORK TO SHAPE YOUR OWN DESTINY.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.




