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From the office of

SENATOR HIRAM L. FONG

of Hawaii

Uk

Cecmment by U. S. Senator Hiram L. Fong
On President Ford's State of the Union Address
January 15, 1675

President Ford presented a challenging, multi-pronged pro-
gram to overcome recession and lead to energy independence for
America.

I believe this program will work if Congress will substan-
tially adopt it. I fear, however, partisan politics may jeopardize it.
Congress should get to work immediately on the President's propo-
sals to meet our country's urgent need to provide jobs and reduce in-
flation.

I believe substantial and broadly based tax cuts can and .
shculd be enacted by Congress by April 1. Such a bill must put cash
quickly into the hands of consumers to increase their purchasing power
and in the hands of business to create jobs. There must be safeguards
against windfall profits.

As for the President's energy program, I tco believe we in
America can and must become self-sufficient so we will no longer be
subject to energy biackmail of any form or from any quarter. I am,
hewever, concarned about the import tax to be imposed on oil and
petroleum products. With Hawaii almost 100 per cent dependent on
imporiad oil, Hawaii's pecople will suffer a disproportionate share of
the energy cost burden. I am pieased that the President said he "will
take actiyn to reduce undue hardship in any geographical region. "

Meanwhile, research in sclar and geothermal energy must
move ahead fast to develop alternative energy sources for Hawaii and
other pazrts of our country.

Qur people understand, and certainly the President made
clear, that strong medicine i¢ needzd to restore our Nation's economic
health and vigor. Provided Congress and the Administration spread
the burden equitably, I believe the American people will cooperate fully
and work hard toward the goals of full employment, abundance, and
prosperity for all.
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