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July 11, 1975

Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce

Dear Friends:

For three quarters of a century now, trade and financial de­
velopment in our Islands have benefited from the existence of 
the Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce. The Hawaii of 1900
was a. land of latent economic promise and unexplored potential. 
Seventy-five years later, those promises have been made manifest 
new potential is being discovered, and Hawaii has been transform 
ed bv the imagination and efforts of individuals like you into 
an economic pacesetter for the Pacific.

It is not a coincidence that Hawaii's wealth and welfare have 
flourished as the activities and influence of your organiza­
tion have increased. The synchrony between the two evolution­
ary processes was no accident. So today as we laud the great 
distance that Hawaii has progressed, it is fitting that we are 
marking the Diamond Jubilee of your organization.

This is a proud juncture that you have reached, and you have 
earned the plaudits of all the people—kamaainas, newcomers, 
and tourists alike--who have benefited from the industries and 
services which you have promoted.

But this is also a critical juncture for Hawaii. Unlike the 
embryonic years of Hawaii's economic development, recent years 
have demonstrated that growth is no longer necessarily synony­
mous with social welfare. Traffic jams, crowded beaches, pol­
luted harbors, a sprawling Honolulu, and daily encroachments 
of concrete over natural landscape--all of these call into ques­
tion the intelligence of our traditional notions of "progress." 
Lest Hawaii should rush headlong down a path that so many Main­
land cities have taken--and regretted-the time has come to re­
evaluate our situation, decide what we want Hawaii to be and 
what we never want it to be, and plan accordingly. The great 
challenge facing our community as we approach our Nation's
jubilee will be to devise a masterplan for preserving our 
splendored surroundings and lifestyle while accommodating the
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reasonable goals of our burgeoning economy.

The Japanese Chamber of Commerce--with its history of civic 
concern and leadership—is eminently suited to this great task, 
and I cannot sufficiently exhort you to lead Hawaii in this 
forward-looking direction. I have confidence that your obser­
vance of this inspiring anniversary can give rise to the dedica­
tion and enterprise which the planning of Hawaii's future will 
demand.

As your new officers assume their positions today, I would like 
to express to them my wishes for a fruitful year and my hope 
that we will have the opportunity to work together on the big 
concerns of Honolulu and Hawaii.

I regret that my responsibilities in the Senate prevent me 
from attending the ceremonies which will mark this propitious 
occasion. But I hope you will accent my congratulations and 
my wishes for the continuing good work of your organization.

Aloha,

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator
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But this is also a critical juncture for Hawaii. Unlike the

embryonic years of Hawaii's economic development, recent years have 

demonstrated that growth is no longer necessarily synonymous with 

social welfare. Traffic jams, crowded beaches, polluted harbors, a 

sprawling Honolulu, and daily encroachments of concrete over natural 

landscapes of all these call into question the intelligence of our traditional 

notions of "progress," 

Lest Hawaii should rush headlong down a paththat so many Mainland cities cities have taken -- and regretted -- the time 
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and what we never want it tp be, and plan accordingly. The great challenge 

facing our community as we approach our Nation's jubilee will be to devise 
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have the opportunity to work together on the big concerns of Honolulu

and Hawaii.
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