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@angress of the Pnited States
Washingtan, AE 20515

Support the Department of Defense Peer-Reviewed
Breast Cancer Research Program

March 14, 2003

Dear Colleague:

This year alone, more than 258,000 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer and more than 40,000
women will die from this disease. Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death for women in the U.S
and is the leading cause of cancer death for U.S. women between the ages of 20 and 59. Despite these statistics, we
still do not know what causes breast cancer, how to prevent it, or how to treat it most effectively.

On behalf of the women, their families, and friends who struggle with this disease, and all the women who
live in fear of this disease, we ask that you join us in signing the enclosed letter to Chairman Lewis and Ranking
Member Murths, urging the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee to fund the Department of Defense (DOD)
Peer-Reviewed Breast Cancer Research Program (BCRP) at $175 million in fiscal year (FY) 2004.

Over the past ten years, the DOD BCRP has established itself as an extremely innovative and accountable
medical research program. The groundbreaking research performed through the program has the potential to
benefit not just breast cancer, but'all cancers, as well as other diseases. Its success is literally changing the face of
biomedieal research.

This program is innovative not only because of the unique research that is performed, but also because it is
so efficient and flexible. As recommended by the Institute of Medicine, it is overseen by a group of distinguished
scicntists and activists. Over 90% of the funds go directly to research grants, awarded only to the best science. The
program is able to quickly respond to current scientific advances, and is able to fill gaps by focusing on research .
that it traditionally under-funded. It is also responsive, not just to the scientific community, but also to the public.
This is evidenced by the inclusion of consumer advocates at both the peer and programmatic review levels. The
consumer perspective helps the scientists understand how the research will affect the community, and allows for
funding decisions based on the concerns and needs of patients and the medical community.

In an analysis of the DOD BCRP, the Institute of Medicine commends the program and states, “the
program fills & unique niche among public and private funding sources for cancer research. It is not duplicative of
other programs and is a promising vehicle for forging new ideas and scientific breakthroughs in the nation’s fight
against breast cancer.” : ;

The DOD BCRP not only provides a funding mechanism for high-risk, high-return research, but also
reports the results of this research to the American people at 2 biennial public meeting called the "Era of Hope."
The 1997 meeting was the first time a federally-funded program reported back to the public in detail not only on the
funds used, but also on the research undertaken, the knowledge gained from that research and future directions to
be pursued. The transparency of the BCRP allows scientists, consumers, and the American public to see the
exceptiona] progress made in breast cancer research.

During the 2002 meeting, researchers reported important advances in the study of cancer development at
the molecular and cellular levels. Scientists presented the results of research that elucidates several genes and
proteins responsible for the spread of breast cancer to other parts of the body, and, more importantly, reveals
possible ways to stop this growth. The meeting also featured researchers who are working towards more effective
and less toxic treatments for breast cancer that "target” the unique characteristics of cancer cells and have a limited
effect on normal cells.

Last year, 253 Representatives ~ a record number - supported our bi-partisan effort to increase funding for
this worthy program. This year, we again ask that you sign the letter to the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee.
If you would like to join usin this fight, please contact Kate Winkler (Rep. Lowey) at x5-6506, Bill Womack (Rep,
T. Davis) at x5-1492, Jaimie Vickery (Rep. Biggert) at x5-3515, or Keith Stern (Rep. McGovern) at x5-6101.
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. NITALOWEY TOM DAVIS
Member of Congress Memberjof Congrgps

JUDY BIGGERT JAMES McGOVERN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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