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Saiki Heads Pacific Delegation

Historic U.S.-Tonga Ties Reaffirmed

Few honors are as great as the privilege
of representing your nation and its Presi-
dent at ceremonies in a foreign country. It
was my honor eatlier this month to lead a
U.S. Presidential Delegation to the King-
dom of Tonga, one of our closest friends
in the Pacific. While there, on behalf of
our government, | signed a memorandum
of understanding that reaffirms our
friendship with Tonga.

~ As a Representative of the United
- States’s onﬁf truly Pacific state, | was
humbled to have been selected by
President Reagan to lead our official dele-
gation.

My group spent a week in Tonga
representing the United States in cere-
monies that marked both 100 years of
friendship between our nations and King
Taufa’ahau Tupou IV’s 70th birthday.
Other members of my delegation included
former American Samoa Governor Peter
Tali Coleman, Maureen Zatarga of the
White House and the U.S. Ambassador
to Tonga, Leonard Rochwarger. Assisting
the American delegation were Col. Tho-
mas Wood, U.S. air attache at our
Embassy in New Zealand; Clark Wurzber-
ger, State Department; and my staff
adviser for Pacific affairs, Floyd K.
Takeuchi.

I left Tonga more convinced than ever
that our country must reinforce and de-
velop its ties to the Pacific.

This is not a new concern of mine.
When the 100th Congress began, 1
worked hard to be named to the Com-
nittee on Merchant Marine and Fisher-
ies. Many of the issues under the Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction directly impact the
Pacific, and in particular the Island na-
tions.

Hawaii has long maintained a strong
interest, indeed, affection, for our Island
neighbors.

In fact, many of you will remember
that the late Governor John Burns
headed a delegation similar to mine to
Tonga over 20 years ago for the corona-
tion of King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV.

And because symbolism is so important
to Pacific peoples, I was truly pleased to
see that Governor Waihee sent Ilima A.
Piianaia, chairman of the Department of
Hawaiian Home Lands, and Moses Keale,

Congresswoman Patricia Saiki presents official U.S. gift to His Majesty, King Taufa’ ahau
Tupou 1V, at the Royal Palace in Nuku'alofa, Tonga.

chairman of the Office of Hawaiian
Affairs, to Tonga. Ilima’s father, Abra-
ham, represented Hawaii during the
king’s coronation!

The tremendous courtesies extended to
my delegation, and to Ilima and Moses, is
indicative of the high esteem that Ton-

ans hold for the United States and
awaii.

This point was made clear during cere-
monies in which our two governments
signed a new memorandum of under-
standing that reaffirms 100 years of friend-
ship between our countries. I got a lump
in my throat when I signed the document
for the United States. His Royal High-
ness, Crown Prince Tupouto’a, who is
also the Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Defense, signed for Tonga.

Our centenary celebrations marked the
100th anniversary of the ratification of a
Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Naviga-
tion between the Kingdom and the
United States. The document we signed
in Tonga reaffirmed that historic tie, and
looked forward to the future.

I'd like to share with you some of the
remarks | gave during the signing cere-

mony. I hope they adequately capture the
spirit of that special day.

“Over the last hundred years, enormous
changes have transformed the world. Yet,
the basic ideals that tie the United States
and the Kingdom of Tonga — love of
country and respect for the principles of
freedom and independence — have re-
mained unaltered.

“Our relationship began when our
countries were separated by vast ocean
spaces. Now, modern means of com-
munication have shrunk these physical
barriers and permitted the cultural and
human bonds between us to strengthen.

“Throughout this period, Americans
and Tongans have enriched each other’s
cultures through exchanges of teachers,
scholars and missionaries. Tongans have
contributed to the culture of America in
fields such as academia, sports and
entertainment. Our understanding of
Tonga'’s rich social and anthropological
history has grown as more people have
become interested in the South Pacific.

“As we enter this second century of
our relationship, we can recall our past
accomplishments with satisfaction and
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look to the future with anticipation. The
United States and Tonga will continue
their mutual commitment to the princi-
ples of freedom and independence and
rely upon Divine Providence for spiritual
guidance.

“Our common goal is to ensure a safe
and peaceful world for future genera-

”

[ believe we made much progress in
starting our second century of friendship
in a positive and upbeat manner. [ was
able to have numerous discussions with
King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV and Crown
Prince Tupouto’a. In each instance, the
Eoint was made that we must work to en-

ance our historic bonds of friendship an
cooperation. :

In a world where friends and allies
can sometimes be few and far between,
almost every nation in the Pacific Islands
is a steadfast supporter of the United
States. Much og)t%at comes from World
War 11, when American forces liberated
many of the islands. -

But the natjons of Oceania continue
to ally themselves with us because we
share common regional goals: a secure
Pacific free of foreign threats; a belief in
democratic ideas; and Western economic
aspirations.

The messalge I carried to Tonga was
simple and clear: The United States re-
mains a steadfast friend of the Kingdom
of Tonga.

The message I returned with to Wash-
ington is also simple and clear: The Ton-
gans cherish their special relationship
with the United States, and they invite
us to strengthen our bonds of friendship.

Theirs is an invitation we would do
well to accept.

Tonga

U.S. delegation meets His Majesty King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV in the Royal Palace. Left to
right: Clark Wurzberger, State Department; former Gov. Peter Tali Coleman, American
Samoa; Maureen Zatarga, White House; His Majesty; Congresswoman Saiki; Col. Thomas
W. Wood, U.S. Air Attache, U.S. Embassy in New Zealand; Mrs. Charlene Wood.

Congress Deals With Pacific

The 100th Congress recently passed
legislation to implement the South Pacific
Tuna Fishing Treaty. Approval of the
Treaty is a major step forward in strength-
ening our relations with the nations o
the Pacific.

I was a strong supporter of the Treaty
and worked to have the bill considered by
the House. The measure was previously
linked to legislation regulating the ocean
disposal of sewage sludge, but I convinced
the House leadership that the Treaty was
urgently needed ancf should be considered
on its merits.

During the House’s consideration of
the Treaty, I noted:
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“It has taken two years to negotiate the
South Pacific Tuna Agreement. The
negotiations alone have done much to re-
store positive relations with the Pacific
nations. This agreement has the full sup-
port of all involved parties.

“The State Department believes this
treaty to be the single most important
step toward strengthening United States
ties with these Pacific Island countries.
The implementation of this agreement
makes sense. We will reap enormous
benefit for very little cost.”

Under the terms of the Treaty, the
United States will gain tuna fishing rights
in approximately 10 million square mi%es
of the western Pacific. The legislation has
been signed into law by the President.
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