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HAWAIT COUNTY ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL
COUNTY EDUCATION FORUM
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII-HILO STUDENT CAMPUS CENTER

SATURDAY, AuGusT 15, 1987

MR. CHAIRMAN, STUDENTS, PARENTS, OTHER HONORED GUESTS,
AND DISTINGUISHED PANELISTS, WELCOME TO THIS COMMUNITY
EDUCATION FORUM, AND MAHALO FOR YOUR INVITATION TO BE HERE
THIS MCRNING. THIS FORUM, I AM ADVISED, WILL CONTINUE OUR

EXPLORATION INTO THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION IN LIFTING

PEOPLE FROM POVERTY, IF NOT To AFFLUENCE, THEN TO A HIGHER
STANDARD OF LIVING.

IN THIS DAY AND AGE, I DO NOT THINK THAT ANYONE
SERIOUSLY QUESTIONS THE THESIS THAT EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO
NATIONAL GREATNESS, A GREATNESS WHICH [s THE SUM OF ALL
ITS PARTS; WE, AN EDUCATED CITIZENRY. WHILE WE HAVE
SUCCEEDED FOR THE MOST PART [N UPLIFTING SOCIETY AS A WHOLE
THROUGH OUR SYSTEM OF UNIVERSAL FREE EPUCATION, WE DO HAVE
POCKETS WHERE SUCCESS SEEMS TO MAVE ELUDED US, NOT ONLY AT
THE BEGINNING AND INTERMED[ATE LEVELS, BUT ALSO AT THE
COLLEGIATE AND GRADUATE LEVELS. ON THE ENTRY LEVELS, WE
HAVE STUDENTS WHO ARE FUNCTIONALLY ILLITERATE, WHOSE
PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENTS DO NOT LIVE UP TO THEIR POTENTIALS,
AND WHOSE LACK OF MOTIVATION SEEMS TO DESTINE THEM TO FAILURE.
AT THE COLLEGIATE LEVELS, ESPECIALLY AT THE GRADUTE LEVELS,
WE ARE NOT PRODUCING OUR SHARE OF APPLIED SCIENTISTS.




AT THE BEGINNING AND INTERMEDIATE ENTRY LEVELS, SOME
OF OUR CHILDREN DO NOT GET THE FULL BENEFIT OF OUR STANDARD
SCHOOL SYSTEM. THE REASONS FOR THIS ARE MANY, INCLUDING
THE LACK OF MOTIVATION, NEGATIVE PEER PRESSURE, THE LACK OF
SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL TO GIVE PERSONAL ATTENTION AT A TIME
WHEN SUCH PERSONAL ATTENTION ON A TIMELY BASIS WOULD HAVE
DONE WONDERS INDIFFERENCE AND MANY OTHER REASONS. CERTAINLY,
I WOULD SAY THAT STUDENTS ARE GENERALLY CAPABLE OF DOING
WHAT MOST OTHER STUDENTS ACHIEVE, THAT THEY CAN AT LEAST
ACHIEVE AS MUCH AS OTHER STUDENTS, IF NOT THROUGH OUR REGULAR
PROGRAM, THEN THROUGH PROGRAMS SUCH AS GEORGE YOKOYAMA'S

HAWAII ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL'S DROP-OUT PREVENTION PROGRAM,

THEIR LANGUAGE ARTS MULTICULTURAL PROGRAM AND THE HEAD START
PROGRAM, THESE ARE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL PROGRAMS AND
PARTICIPATION IN THEM IS A POSITIVE INDICATION THAT STUDENTS
AND PARENTS, AND PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS, RECOGNIZE THE
EFFICACY OF THESE PROGRAMS, ONE OF WHOSE STRONGEST BASES

OF SUCCESS IS PARENTAL PARTICIPATION AND INVOLVEMENT.
INVOLVEMENT BY PARENTS, PARTICIPATION BY PARENTS. INTEREST
EXPRESSED BY PARENTS. PARENTS WILLINGNESS TO JOIN OUR
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM FOR THE UPLIFTING OF THEIR CHILDREN,

OUR CHILDREN, OUR FUTURE. IF EDUCATION COMES, SUCCESS CAN
SURELY NOT BE FAR BEHIND.
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IN CLOSING, I WANT TO STRESS WHAT IS SELF-EVIDENT.

THIS FORUM IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE HAVE GATHERED HERE THIS
MORNING NOT ONLY OUR COMMUNITY LEADERS IN EDUCATION, BUT

OUR STATE LEADERS IN EDUCATION TO SERVE AS PANELISTS ON THE
FORUM, WE HAVE SENATOR MALAMA SOLOMON, CHAIR OF HIGHER
EDUCATION; REPRESENTATIVE ROD TAM, CHAIR OF LOWER EDUCATION;
REPRESENTATIVE WAYNE METCALF, CHAIR OF THE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE THROUGH WHOSE COMMITTEE FLOWS ALL SIGNIEICANT
LEGISLATION; DR. GARSON, DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR HAWAIT; AND DR. KORMANDY,
CHANCELLOR OF UH-HILO WHOSE INSTALLATION I HAD THE

PRIVILEGE TO PARTICIPATE IN A FEW SHORT WEEKS AGO. AND,

OF COURSE, WE HAVE REPRESENTATIVE DWIGHT TAKAMINE, OUR
MODERATOR FOR THIS MORNING. OUTSIDE OF BEING AT THE

STATE CAPITOL, I DO NOT BELIEVE I HAVE SEEN SUCH AN
ASSEMBLAGE OF INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE, POWERHOUSES [F YOU WILL,
AT ONE PLACE, AT ONE TIME. IT IS A TRIBUTE TO THEM THAT
THEY ARE HERE TODAY, AND A TRIBUTE TO YOU WHO ARE HERE TODAY
TO JOIN FORCES IN THE EDUCATION OF OUR CHILDREN.

ALOHA AND MAHALO AGAIN FOR YOUR INVITATION. I KNOW
YOU WILL HAVE A SUCCESSFUL FORUM.
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12:00 NOON LUNCH
12:30 P. M. LUNCHEON SPEAKER (MR. MUFI HANNEMAN)

1:00 P. M. CLOSING REMARKS

PANELISTS: DR. KORMONDY - CHANCELLOR UH-HILO
DR. GARSON - DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
SENATOR SOLOMAN - CHAIRPERSON, SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
REPRESENTATIVE TAM - CHAIRMAN, HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
REPRESENTATIVE METCALF - CHAIRMAN, HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
MODERATOR: REPRESENTATIVE TAKAMINE, CHAIRMAN HOUSE EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES AND LABOR RELATIONS




