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UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN 

PAT SAIKI 
REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 —AUGUST 1989

THOUSANDS RESPOND TO 
QUESTIONNAIRE

Drugs and Crime, Federal Deficit, 
Rapid Transit Highlight Major Concerns

Nearly 10,000 Honolulu resi­
dents took the time to respond to 
Congresswoman Pat Saiki’s 1989 
questionnaire, roughly equaling 
the number of persons who par­
ticipated in last year’s survey.

Uppermost among the concerns 
expressed this year were the is­
sues of the federal budget deficit, 
drugs and crime, and the need for 
a Honolulu rapid transit system.

Although the questionnaire 
tabulation does not constitute a 
scientific survey, the results are a 
representative sample of a cross­
section of Honolulu residents, and 
every effort was made to reflect a 
broad, geographic sampling in the 
count.

Two Major Issues 
Tie for Priority

Drugs and crime, and the 
federal budget deficit both topped 
this year’s list as the most serious 
concerns voiced by thousands of 
Honolulu residents.

The responses were registered 
in June and July by residents from 
Hawaii Kai to Pearl City, and 
parts of Waipahu and Mililani.

The growing widespread concern 
over the impact of drugs and crime 
increased from last year, when the 
issue ranked second to the federal 
budget deficit in people’s listing of

priority concerns from a choice of 
seven.

The issues of drugs, crime, and 
the federal deficit now rank first in 
the minds of those who responded 
this year.

Last year, the third most seri­
ous concern was taxation, and this 
year the environment occupied 
third place.

Spending Seen 
As Primary Control

Ninety percent of all respon­
dents this year either “strongly

HAWAII SUMMER WORKERS IN WASHINGTON — Four young Hawaii resi­
dents spent part of the summer working for Rep. Saiki or Congress this year: 
(From L) Derek Kim, of Wahiawa, Intern; Catherine Luke of Honolulu, Congres­
sional Page: Cartier Tatibouet, staff employee; Marni Lum, Intern.

agreed” or “somewhat agreed” that 
the way to reduce the federal bud­
get deficit is to control Congres­
sional spending.

It is clear from this year’s 
responses, especially when com­
pared to last year’s, that more 
and more people feel that cutting 
spending — either specific pro­
grams, or across the board — is 
the more favored approach to the 
government’s annual budget 
deficit.

Last year, only 17 percent of 
respondents indicated that spend-

Continued on page 4 ^
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3. Please rank the following measures in order 
of their effectiveness in stopping the illegal drug 
problem, with 1 being the most effective, and 4

c° y ^o^

being the least effective.
a. Death penalty for major 

drug traffickers ................................... 1
b. Tougher laws and enforce­

ment against users of illegal 
drugs.......................................................2

c. More funding for education 
and treatment programs....................3

d. More funding for border 
control.................................................... 4

For the following statements, please 
answer whether you agree or disagree.

1. Please rank the following national issues on 
a scale of 1 to 7 according to their importance to 
you, with 1 being the most important and 7 the
least important.

a. Federal budget deficit...........................1*
b. Environment ..........................................3
c. Drugs & Crime........................................1*
d. Taxes......................................................... 5
e. Nuclear arms control.............................7
f. Care for the poor & elderly..................6
g. Child care & education.........................4

4. The Congress has failed to control federal 
spending, and the budget deficit cannot be solved 
until the Congress begins to control spending.

a. Strongly agree............. ................... 70%
b. Somewhat agree............................... 20%
c. Somewhat disagree.......................... 4%
d. Strongly disagree............................... 2%
e. No opinion ......................................... 3%

* Responses were equally divided

2. Please place a check beside each of the follow­
ing which has been a concern to you in the past
year.

a. Caring for an elderly family 
member.......................................... 31%

b. Paying for education...................... 33%
c. Buying a home................................. 37%
d. Caring for small 

children.......................................... 30%
e. Paying for major medical 

expense......... ................................ 35%
f. Pollution of the environment 

where you live ......................;.. 46%
g. Crime in your 

neighborhood.............................. 55%

5. Foreigners should not be allowed to influence 
U.S. elections and ballot questions through
political contributions.

a. Strongly agree................................. 87%
b. Somewhat agree................................. 9%
c. Somewhat disagree.......................... 2%
d. Strongly disagree............................... 1%
e. No opinion .......................................... 1%

6. In foreign policy matters, the President must 
have the authority as Commander-in-Chief to 
accomplish our foreign policy goals and ensure 
our national security.

a. Strongly agree................................. 45%
b. Somewhat agree............................... 33%
c. Somewhat disagree........................ 15%
d. Strongly disagree............................... 8%
e. No opinion ......................................... 2%
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7. Check the statement which most closely ap­
proximates your views:

a. The lack of quality child care 
programs and facilities is a 
serious problem affecting many 
families. Government must play 
a role to help provide assistance 
to families in need of child care.......... 64%
b. The issue of child care is a 
matter which only concerns a 
relatively small number of 
families, and is not a serious 
enough matter to warrant new 
government programs.......................... 36%

8. Check the statement which most closely ap­
proximates your views:

a. The national economy will 
remain stable for the next few 
years......................................................... 50%
b. The national economy is in 
serious trouble, and we are in 
danger of experiencing a 
recession.................................................. 50%

In answer to the following statements, 
please answer whether you feel these 
are serious problems for Hawaii, or 
whether you feel they are not 
particularly serious.

11. Availability of quality education for Hawaii’s 
youth

a. Very serious...................................... 62%
b. Somewhat serious........................... 29%
c. Not very serious................................. 9%

For the following statements, please 
answer whether you agree or disagree:

12. Hawaii must diversify economically and 
develop new industries if it is to be successful in 
the 21st century.

a. Strongly agree................................. 65%
b. Somewhat agree............................... 26%
c. Somewhat disagree........................... 5%
d. Strongly disagree............................... 3%
e. No opinion .......................................... 1%

13. Overall, foreign investment has been ben­
eficial to Hawaii.

a. Strongly agree................................. 20%
b. Somewhat agree............................... 40%
c. Somewhat disagree........................ 19%
d. Strongly disagree............................. 17%
e. No opinion .......................................... 4%

14. Legislation is necessary and desirable to en­
courage owners of condominium leasehold 
property to sell fee simple rights to their tenants.

9. Homelessness
a. Very serious..................................... 28%
b. Somewhat serious.......................... 48%
c. Not very serious............................... 24%

a. Strongly agree..............................   47%
b. Somewhat agree............................... 25%
c. Somewhat disagree........................... 7%
d. Strongly disagree............................. 10%
e. No opinion ........................................ 10%

10. Pollution of our air and water
a. Very serious.....................  50%
b. Somewhat serious.......................... 39%
c. Not very serious............................... 10%

15. Honolulu needs a rapid transit system in 
order to deal with the traffic congestion problems 
likely to occur over the next few decades.

a. Strongly agree................................. 68%
b. Somewhat agree............................... 18%
c. Somewhat disagree.......................... 6%
d. Strongly disagree............................... 6%
e. No opinion ..................................    2%



Students 
Invited To 
Submit 
Academy 
Applications

Congresswoman Pat Saiki is 
now accepting applications from 
Honolulu students, aged 17-22, 
who would like to compete for a 
nomination to a U.S. service 
academy.

Nominees who successfully 
gain admission to a U.S. academy 
receive an undergraduate educa­
tion in return for a term of 
military service.

Congresswoman Saiki selects 
her nominees to the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, the U.S. Mili­
tary Academy, the U.S. Naval 
Academy and the U.S. Mer­
chant Marine Academy 
through a merit-based competi­
tion. Evaluations and recommen­
dations are made by an Academy 
Review Board in Honolulu.

November 15,1989 is the dead­
line for applications to be submit­
ted. Interested students should 
write to Congresswoman Saiki at 
her Washington Office for more in­
formation:
Congresswoman Patricia Saiki 
1609 Longworth Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

THOUSANDS RESPOND...
Continued from page 1

ing reductions should be coupled 
with increased taxes.

Strong Support For 
Rapid Transit

More and more people believe 
that a Honolulu rapid transit sys­
tem is the only way to address traf­
fic congestion in the years ahead.

Eighty-six percent of Honolulu 
respondents this year either 
“strongly agreed” or “somewhat 
agreed” that such a system is 
needed in the future.

. Last year, only forty-three per­
cent said they believed such a sys­
tem would be the most effective 
way to deal with the increasing 
pressures of driving in Honolulu. 
Expanded bus service and stag­
gered work-hour programs were 
alternative choices last year by 24 
percent and 17 percent respectively.

Foreign Investment 
Concerns Shift

Last year, 74 percent of 
Honolulu respondents called for 
controls on foreign investment, but 
this year’s results show that 60 
percent of the people in Honolulu 
believe that “overall, foreign invest­
ment has been beneficial to 
Hawaii.”

By comparison with this year’s 
results, 55 percent of people re­
sponding last year said they did 
not think foreign investments 
were hurting Hawaii.

In a separate question on this 
year’s questionnaire, 87 percent of 
those tabulated indicated that for­
eigners “should not be allowed to 
influence U.S. elections and ballot 
questions through political con­
tributions.”

(See complete tablulation 
results on pages two and three.)

Daynin J. Allosada of Nanakuli, 1989 
Miss Philippines America, visits Con­
gresswoman Saiki in Washington.

Congresswoman 
Patricia Saiki
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515
Official Business

Committee on Banking, 
Finance and Urban Affairs
Committee on Merchant
Marine and Fisheries
Select Committee on Aging
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