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SEVERAL TYPHOON SALLY REHABILITATION PROJECTS COMPLETED

Xoror, Palau -- Palau District Administrator J. Boyd Mackenzie has
completed inspection of a number of dock and seawall projects funded
by the Office of Emergency Planning as part of the Typhoon Sally re-

hahilitation program,

Typhoon Sally, which struck Koror and Babelthuap Islands on March

1, 1967, destroyed or severely damaged a number of the seawalls, piers
and causeways which had been built during the Japanese administration
of the islands., The OEP allocated $105,000 for repair and restoration
of the facilities.

Responsibility for completion of the projects was assigned directly
to Mackenzie who worked out a system of contracting the work to the
municipalities concerned., Working on a community basis, the people =--
both men and women =~ cut and hauled coral, made concrete blocks, and
did the construction work using almost exclusively hand labor.

Causeways were built or repaired at Ngatpang, Aimeliik, Ngersuul,
Ngchesar, Melekeiok, and Ngiwal on Babelthuap Island. The lagoon
surrounding Babelthuap is broad and shallow and at low tide the villages
are cut off from water transportation except for the causeways which
reach out into deep water. At Melekeiok, site of the longest cause-
way, the project stretches 1700 feet out from the shore with a bridge
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in the center to provide passage for small boats traveling close to

the shore at high tide. The causeways are of coral fill-type con~
struction,

At Ngaraard in northern Babelthuap a timber dock was constructed
by the villagers using lumber produced in their local sawmill,

Coral block seawalls were constructed with the OEP funds at
Ngchesar, Ngkeklau, Ngersuul and Melekeiok, Concrete block houses for
dockside storage of copra were built at Ngatpang, Ngchesar, Melekeiok,
Ngkeklau and Mengerenger (Snake Island), ‘'The Snake Island facility,
located off the shore of Babelthuap between Ngkeklau and Ngiwal,
provides for copra storage from those villages. Small hoats can bring
the copra to the island during high tide when the beaches of Babelthuap
can be reached, Then the copra can be picked up by larger boats coming
to the island from the deeper water outside the lagoon,

Two rehabilitation projects in Koror, the district center, were
included in the contracts which Mackenzie let locally. One was the
repair and extension of the coral dock facilities at T-Dock, one of
Koror's principal commercial and boating centers., The other was
Peleliu Dock between Koror and Malakal Islands. It serves small boats
conming up from the southern part of the Palau lagoon,
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