May 10, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL BICKNE MIS:

1. | understand that you are concerned about
what appears to be a decline in the morale of our
Japanese-American troops, probably in large measure, due
to their being trained in the color-sensitive South. |
have heard of several instances where Japanese-Americans
have been barred from white theatres, restaurants, etc.

I have always thought we were asking for extra trouble

by placing these troops down there; but, apparently, at
the time the decision was made, there were no other train-
ing facilities open. The situation may be different now,
permitting a change. | wish you would pass your ideas on
this along to G-3. | believe that the success of the
Japanese-American Army program depends in large part upon

keeping morale way up, which is difficult to do in the
South.

(SIGNED) Joti

JOHN J. McCLOY
Assistant Secretary of War

Colonel Bicknell, MIS
Room 2E756
Pentagon Bldg
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