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HiCom Addresses Joint Session Of Congress
The Department of Public Works has completed many
projects, including the new Majuro International Airport
complex, the Ponape Dock and others for a total of $92.7
million of capital improvement projects. Each District, the
HiCom reported, can now accommodate the landing of jet
aircraft, "certainly not the case in 1969." Johnston also
noted that more and more Micronesians have been placed
in key positions as a pre-transition measure toward a
change in future status. With the present budget
restriction, the HiCom told the Congress that it is
necessary to avoid expansion in the number of TT
employees "despite the fact that we are constantly
putting in place new capital improvements." He then
presented the Congressmen with what he called "the most
perplexing challenges" facing them—"the problems
connected with pay scales for government employees."

In his annual State of the Territory Message delivered
to a joint session of the Congress of Micronesia, High
Commissioner Edward E. Johnston reviewed the progress
made in his six years of Administration. Among them: the
TT's budget has increased from $30 million to 60 million
with a pending request to increase it to $75 million. More
than 451 additional classrooms have been constructed, 86
more presently under construction, thirty four elementary
schools have been built, and five additional public
secondary schools have been established. Over 1,000
Micronesian students are attending schools outside the
Trust Territory compared to 445 in 1969. In the field of
economic development, the HiCom reported progress in
the area of tourism, exports, the number of hotel rooms,
and a tremendous increase in domestic egg production.

High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston presents his State of Territory message to a joint session of the Congress of Micronesia.



Remarks by Congress Leadership Williams Reviews Talks Progress
U.S. Ambassador Franklin Haydn Williams in a letter

to the co-chairmen and the members of the Joint
Committee on Future Status (JCFS) reviewed the progress
made in 1974 and forwarded copies of the latest version
of the draft compact of free association which was agreed
to in Honolulu in October 1974. The revised draft took
into account all of the JCFS recommendations which
came out of their review of the draft compact during the
August special session of the Congress of Micronesia. The
letter said that the draft compact agreed to by both sides
represents full agreement in principle in all substantive
areas including: self-government; foreign affairs and
defense; applicable laws; trade and commerce; finance;
citizenship and nationality; immigration and travel
representation and consultation; dispute settlement;
amendment and change of status. The Ambassador said
that there are still some points that have been left open
for discussion, including a timetable for transition and the
level of funding during the transition period,
sub-negotiations for land, the approval process and
ratification of the compact, and the procedures leading up
to the plebiscite which will determine Micronesia's future
political status.

In a speech before the Senate, Senate President Tosiwo
Nakayama said initiatives must now be taken on the issues
of future status, unity,Micronesia's economy and society.
He said that the Congress must provide direction and take
the first steps to solve these problems "immediately."
Concerning future Political status, the Truk senator said
several key issues remain to be solved, including future
funding levels, U.S. land requirements, transition and
plebiscite. The Senate President pointed out that another
major issue facing Micronesia today is its economy. The
return of public lands by Departmental Order and revenue
sharing legislation, he said, will mean less money for the
Congress to appropriate for Micronesia-wide programs and
projects. Other problems to be considered are the
influence of inflation and recession on the economy.

In the House, Speaker Bethwel Henry declared that the
convening of the Sixth Congress is an "historic landmark
on the long road of self-government" and called on all
Micronesians to put aside their differences and join hands
as a nation.

"Let it be said," declared Henry, "that it was during
our time that the people of Micronesia not only achieved
sefl-government, but joined hands—together —put our
differences aside and concentrated on our common
problems and similarities." He went on to say that in the
brief ten years the Congress has existed, much has been
done to develop the idea of nationhood for Micronesia,
but he added: "forces are at work to divide us and weaken
our ability to stand together."

Military Retention Areas Clarified
High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston has informed

the six district administrators of certain misunderstood
points in the Secretarial Order returning public lands to
district controls.

High Commissioner Johnston wrote: "As you proceed
to discuss the matter of public lands with your District
Legislature and other leaders within your district, perhaps
we should clarify a point which seems to be
misunderstood concerning so-called "military retention
areas." As you know, there are no "military retention"
lands in Palau, Yap, Truk, Ponape or the Marshalls.
Pursuant to agreements already reached between the
United States and the Marianas Political Status
Commission this past December, all the remaining
"military retention" areas in the Mariana Islands will be
returned to the Marianas District. This transfer will
complete the return of all "military retention" lands
throughout Micronesia held by the United States under
the land agreements executed almost thirty years ago. It
should be clear, then, that there is effectively no "military
retention" land in the Trust Territory. All such land has
been,or will soon be, returned to the public domain."

"As for the situation regarding military land options in
the Palau district, the administering authority is now
prepared to transfer public lands in Palau to local control
and ownership as soon as the Palau District Legislature has
established a local entity legally capable of receiving title
to the public lands and has requested the transfer.
Following the transfer of public lands to the Palau
district, it has been agreed that negotiations for options
for possible future military use for some of the land to be
returned will be undertaken without delay."

Congress Seats All
The Congress of Micronesia has seated all of the three

congressmen-elect whose credentials had been challenged
since the beginning of the 50-day session
13, thus completed the two-week intensive hearings by
the House Special Credentials Committee. The three
seated congressmen-elect are Edgar Edward of Ponape and
Chiro Albert and Lambert Aafin of Truk.

Senator-elect Nick Bossy of Truk was also seated by
the Senate. In spite of the recommendations of the Senate
Credentials Committee that that the result of the Truk
senatorial election did not "accurately represent the will
of the people of Truk," the Senate of the Congress of
Micronesia voted 8-3 in favor of seating senator-elect Nick
Bossy.

January

Nick Bossy of Truk being sworn in by President of the
Senate Tosiwo Nakayama.



Slot machines
moRAtomum issued

Micronesia’s First Professor

Marianas District Administrator Francisco C. Ada has
issued a moratorium on importation of slot machines into
Saipan. The moratorium became effective January 17,
1975, and will continue for a period of ninety days.

The District Administrator issued the moratorium
January 16 on Saipan in an amendment to a Saipan
Municipal Ordinance which regulates licensing and
operation of slot machines on Saipan. The ordinance was
enacted by the Twenty-fifth Saipan Municipal Council
during its first regular session in 1974. The moratorium,
which was issued by District Administrator Ada as an
amendment to the ordinance declares, "it shall be
unlawful for any person as defined in Section 10 of this
Ordinance to import into the Municipality of Saipan any
slot machines."

The moratorium was prompted by the recent reports
of rapid expansion in the scope of gambling on Saipan.
The High Commissioner's Ad Hoc Committee on
Gambling has submitted a report to the High
Commissioner stating, "We are increasingly concerned
that as we learn more about the presence of commercial
gambling (specifically slot machines) on Saipan, the rapid
expansion in the scope of gambling here,and the plans for
the introduction of gambling devices to the other districts
of Micronesia, by the time the Committee has had
sufficient opportunity to study the issues involved and
make its recommendations available to yourself and the
Congress of Micronesia, gambling enterprises and
equipment may have saturated the Trust Territory."

The Committee has also informed the High
Commissioner that its "investigation of slot machine
gambling in the Marianas further indicate that it is most
important for you to be aware of the role of outside
influences on Trust Territory gambling development. It
should be determined precisely who the outside
promoters are; what their funding sources are; what
modes of business are being employed in the procuring,
transporting, servicing and operating of the gambling
devices currently in the Territory?"

The Committee further stated that it is motivated by
its current inability to gather for the High Commissioner
the factual data on the outside influence element, and
requested the High Commissioner to immediately request
the aid of appropriate Federal investigatory agencies to
examine outside influence in the slot machine gambling
on Saipan.

PROFESSOR

MARCELLINO

UMWECH

Micronesia's first University professor recently left the
Trust Territory to begin a six-month residence at the
University of Hawaii.

Marcellino Umwech, Language Programs Coordinator
for the Department of Education, was honored by the
University of Hawaii with his appointment as Visiting
Assistant Professor in the Department of Linguistics. The
33 year old Umwech, originally from the Mortlocks, has
served as coordinator for all language programs in the
Trust Territory since October 1970.

A graduate of the University of Guam and more
recently Assistant Reseacher with the Pacific and Asian
Linguistics Institute of the University of Hawaii, Umwech
will serve in several capacities during his professorship. In
addition to instructional responsibilities in the
Department of Linguistics, he will act as advisor to the
Bilingual Education Teaching Training Project for
Micronesia.

He will also assist in the completion of the Trukese
dictionary being produced by the University. Umwech
will be engaged in graduate study at the University.

During his absence, Masa-Aki Emesiochl will serve as
Acting Language Programs Coordinator. Emesiochl, a
recent honors graduate of the University of Hawaii, holds
an M.A. in Linguistics. While at the University he worked
with Dr. Lewis Josephs on the Palauan orthography,
grammar, and lexicon.
Fishermen Injured,One Lost

Two crew members of the Korean Fishing Vessel
Haeng Bok No. 707 have entered the Koror hospital for
treatment of injuries sustained in a fishing accident off
Yap District. One man was lost at sea in the accident and
is presumed dead.

According to reports from Koror, the 440-ton Haeng
Bok No. 707 was fishing several miles off Yap on January
13 when an unusually large wave struck it, inundating
everything from bow to stern. Two of the three men
fishing from the bow of the boat were hurled on deck and
a third was washed off board. Attempts to locate the
missing man were unsuccessful and the boat set for Koror
later in the day for medical attention to the two injured
crew members.

Palau district officials are investigating the incident to
determine if the alleged accident did indeed take place
and not a cover up story for a foul play that might have
occured on board.

The South Pacific Commission is searching
for a new name. Entries, clearly written and
giving the sender’s full name and address,
should reach the following address before
March 31, 1975: The Publications Officer,
South Pacific Commission, B.P. D5,
NOUMEA CEDEX, New Caledonia.
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Palau Bridge Contract Terminated
Trust Territory Director of Public Works James R.

Wheeler announced that the contract for the
Koror-Babelthuap Bridge was terminated for default.

At a meeting in the office of the Director of Public
Works for the Trust Territory, the notice of termination
was presented to S.S. Yang, representing the Contractor,
Aju Construction Company of Seoul, Korea. The notice
cited four acts and ommisions that constituted the
default. Aju Company did not provide an alternate design
speedily, did not furnish proof of financial capability, did
not submit certain material specifically requested of them,
and did not diligently prosecute matters that lead to a
Notice to Proceed with work.

"We have been more than patient in this matter," said
Director of Public Works, James R. Wheeler. "The length

of time allowed was unusual but justified by the
circumstances. Unfortunately, after the award of the
contract, Aju Company underwent a massive
reorganization that seriously reduced its capability to
perform the work."

Also at the meeting were representatives of the surety
that had bonded the bridge project, D. Y. Chung and H.T.
Kim of the Korean Reinsurance Corporation, based in
Agana, Guam. The surety is now obligated to make
satisfactory arrangements for the construction of the
bridge. They have indicated that they will submit their
plan of action to the Trust Territory by February 21,
1975. Upon approval of the plan work on the project will
commence.

T T Sports Council Meeting
Disaster Plans Being Developed

The Micronesian Sports Council will be meeting the
week of February 3 to discuss preparations for
Micronesia's entry in the Fifth South Pacific Games.

Final selection of head coaches will be made by the
Council during this meeting. The coaching positions will
be in track and field, swimming, men's basketball, men's
volleyball, and men's softball. Micronesia will also
participate in underwater fishing, table tennis, and golf.

This will be Micronesia's first entry in the South Pacific
Games which will be held on Guam from August 1-10.
The Micronesian team will be competing against teams
from fourteen other Pacific islands nations and territories.

Persons interested in obtaining additional information
may contact Council Chairman Felix F. Rabauliman,
Headquarters Department of Education or Steve Remley,
Administrative Assistant to the Council, Headquarters
Division of Community Development.

The Headquarters Disaster Control Office has
announced that work is underway in the development of
disaster preparedness plans for the six districts of the
Trust Territory. Under the On-Site Assistance Program of
the Defense Civil Preparedness Agency, Region Seven, one
of its staff members came to the Trust Territory in June,
1974, and assisted the Disaster Control Officer and his
staff in developing sample plan for the districts.

Briefly, the plan developed covers pre-disaster
preparations and disaster operations ascending from
Typhoon Condition Three to Typhoon Condition One
and then descending again to All Clear condition.
Secondly, it provides for an orderly demobilization if the
threatening storm or typhoon should fail to materialize
after the district has attained a state of full mobilization.
The format has been designed to trigger appropriate
actions at the proper times, but it also serves as a master
checklist for actions completed or still pending. A third
feature of this Plan is its separability. In other words,
those parts or actions which apply to specific departments
or activities may be extracted and bounded separately
without losing continuity of the entire plan.

Nursing School Loses Accreditation
Word has been received on Saipan from the University

of Guam that effective immediately, the University will
no longer be awarding Associate of Science degrees to
graduates of the Trust Territory School of Nursing on
Saipan, according to TT Director of Health Services Dr.
Masao Kumangai.

The TT School of Nursing has lost its affiliation with
the University of Guam because of deficiency in the
school's programs. One of the reasons is attributed to the
school's desperate need for qualified instructors to teach
advanced courses that are not currently included in the
school's program; also the school has been handicapped in
its teaching since the Trust Territory Local Hire Policy
went into effect which resulted in the resignation of two
nurse instructors last September.

The Trust Territory Health Department is currently
recruiting additional instructors for the school and at the
moment is exploring alternative means of re-establishing a
collegiate level program.

The Disaster Control Officer and his staff have
travelled to Palau, Yap and Truk for the purpose of
assisting the District Administrator in the preparation and
development of their individual district plans. Disaster
plans for these three districts have now been completed
and disseminated to the activities and departments
concerned with disaster emergency responsibilities. A
recent letter from Regional Director, Mrs. Frances K.
Dias, expressed her satisfaction with the quality of the
work performed by the Headquarters DCO staff (Messrs.
Koshiba & Dumatol ) and those members of the districts
staff who produced the disaster plans. Travels to the
districts of Ponape and the Marshalls, as well as the
Marianas, to assist them in developing their individual
disaster plans are now being firmed up.
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South Pacific Arts Festival TT Women Attend Course
Participants at a Workshop organized by the South

Pacific Commission recently spent a week in Noumea
discussing the future of the South Pacific Arts Festival,
and made a series of proposals which should ensure the
continuance of this important regional event.

The Workshop, which was held from 6 to 10 January,
pointed out that the Arts Festival provides a unique
opportunity for Pacific peoples to meet and to share in
and encourage the development and display of the
region's rich and exciting cultures. It recommended that
the Commission convene annual meetings of an Arts
Festival Council to plan for future Festivals, and decided
that the second Arts Festival will be held in Rotorua,New
Zealand, in February or early March next year.

Plans for the second Festival are already well advanced:
the Arawa people, who form one of New Zealand's largest
Maori tribes, will act as hosts to performers at the second
Festival, and will house them in a number of traditional
tribal centers in and around the city of Rotorua. The
exact dates of the Festival, which will last for two weeks,
will be decided in the very near future.

The Workshop recommended that all countries in the
region embark soon on preparations for participation in
the Festival, which will have as its two main themes song
and dance, and the visual arts including painting and
sculpture. Invitations to take part in the Festival are to be
extended to Hawaii and Easter Island, and it is hoped that
most countries served by the Commission will be able to
attend. Several participants at the Workshop spoke of the
difficulties faced in funding travel to the Festival, and it
was strongly recommended that each country intending to
take part form a Committee responsible both for
preparation of performances and for local fund-raising
activities.

Six women departed the Trust Territory recently to
attend the 1975 course in Home Economics for
Community Education Training Center in Suva, Fiji,
according to the Division of the Community
Development.

The ten-month course began January 27 and will end
November 28, 1975. Training focuses on village and home
living and practical methods of improving health, food,
nutrition, clothing, homes and villages.

The trainees from the Trust Territory are Ellen Hocog,
Marianas; Rosina Jemnor and Helena Sorimle, Marshalls;
Arsenia Rechirei and Naomi Ucherrengos, Palau; and
Rosalia Vbelmal, Yap.

Article is Pot of Gold
The Micronesian tourist

industry found the pot of gold
at the end of the rainbow
recently.

Thousands of cards and
letters deluged Tourism Aide
Juanita
Micronesia's Office of Tourism
on Saipan. The flood of mail is
arriving in response to an
article in PARADE magazine, a

Sunday supplement to newspapers throughout North
America.

"This nation-wide exposure didn't cost us a cent," said
Mike Ashman, Chief of Tourism for the government. "It
was the result of Continental's hosting a travel writer who
was captivated by Micronesia and an editor who saw
tremendous reader appeal in our Pacific island region."

The main theme of the article wove through the 1940s
war in the Pacific, the current deliberations of future
political status and the operations of Continental Airlines
and its hotel subsidiary.

Mention was made that Micronesia is "a new,
unspoiled, undeveloped vacationland, a land not built
around tourists but one in which tourists are welcome to
enjoy the simple pleasures of a tropical island vacation —
fishing, diving, sunbathing, snorkeling, scuba diving,
hiking, swimming, sailing, exploring, and island-hopping."

According to Ashman, there is a special message in the
magnitude of this mail. "Evidently there are an awful lot
of tourists in North America who are looking for a spot
where there are no tourists," he said, adding"This is good
news for those districts that are thinking of creating a
destination for the specialized visitor who is looking for a
true island experience rather than
is looking for the swinging beach atmosphere."

Meanwhile, the mail still is coming in by the boxful
(already close to 3,000 pieces) and the government's
mailroom staff is going full speed licking stamps for the
reply letters.

Guerrero of

Old Custom Still Useful
A traditional self-help custom in Palau is making a

major contribution to the Palau district housing program,
according to the Second Annual Report of the Territorial
Housing Commission. The custom is known as Ocheral
(oh-er-ahl ). How it works is that a family borrows money
from the Palau Housing Authority to build its house.
When the house is completed, the borrower asks for
contributions from the extended family which is often
sufficient to pay back the housing loan in a very short
time. This makes the house cost less because interest on
the loan is saved. Also important is that the Housing
Authority can use the quickly repaid loan for other
borrowers who want to build a house.

The Housing Commission Report says that in FY 1976
sixteen houses now under construction will be completed,
and the Ocheral system is expected to pay back the loans
for these houses within one year.

for the traveler who
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pfRsonofi news BRD infORmBTion
HOW TO BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR BENEFITS? Every
citizens of the Trust Territory who is at least 60 years of
age must have worked a minimum of eight quarters or two
years and earn a minimum of $50.00 in each quarter to be
eligible for retirement benefits. The longer you work and
more money you earn will increase the size of your
benefit. The surviving spouse of a deceased worker may
also receive a benefit, provided, the spouse remains
unmarried and does not work. Children under 22 years of
age are also eligible for some benefits if they meet certain
minimum eligibility requirements.
WHAT IS THE COST? Every employee is deducted 1%
from his wages every payday up to a maximum of $9.00
per quarter. Their employer contributes an equal amount.
Beginning July 1976, the rate of deduction will be
increased to 2% and then an additional 1% on the average
of 5 year intervals until it reaches a proposed maximum of
5% in 1990.
WHAT IS PRIOR SERVICE? Prior Service is a
supplementary benefit program in recognition of service
of government employees who worked in excess of 5
years prior to the beginning of the Social Security
program in 1968. Upon retirement, disability or death an
eligible worker or his family qualifies for an additional
benefit based on the years of service prior to 1968. These
benefits are financed by the Trust Territory Government.
SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS. Every Trust Territory
citizen who has worked under Social Security should have
in their possession a Social Security Card. If you lose your
card or change your name, you should contact the closest
Social Security Office for a new card.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. Contact any Social
Security Office located in each District Center, including
Ebeye and Kusaie, for further information or assistance.

The Salaries and Cost of Living Task Force, members
from both the Legislative and Executive Branches of our
Government, has been meeting to develop legislation on
our salary schedule for submission to the current session
of the Congress of Micronesia. The Task Force is
reviewing both salaries and the cost of living in the Trust
Territory. A consultant has been hired to assist the Task
Force.

Dr. Leonard Kaufer has been promoted to the position
of Planning and Research Officer in the Department of
Education. In this position, he is responsible for
developing the Department of Education's educational
planning, research and evaluation capability. Dr. Kaufer
was formerly Education $pecialist III with the
Department of Education; responsible for management
services and internal personnel functions. Most recently,
he was on detail to the Education Director's Office to
prepare special papers, reports and other documents for
the Micronesia Board of Education, the High
Commissioner, and the United Nations, and to coordinate
budget and Micronesia Conference of Education Matters.

The Federal Programs Coordinator, Employment
$ecurity Officer, and Training Officer from each of the
Districts have completed two weeks of training in $aipan,
arranged by the Training Division. The intent of the
training was to develop participants' capability in
manpower planning, population and labor force data
analysis, employability planning and job development.
The training was conducted by staff of Western AMIDS, a
consulting firm for the Department of Labor, Region IX.

INFORMATION

Trust Territory employees receive Social Security
benefit. It is a benefit toward which both you and the
government contribute.
WHAT IS IT? Social Security is a plan whereby all
employees working for wages are deducted a small
amount of money from their wages each payday and their
employers contribute an equal amount. These monies are
placed in a special retirement Trust Fund which assist
families on a monthly basis when their only source of
income is interrupted by disability, retirement or death.
Although benefits do not equal an employee’s wages, they
do relieve some of the financial burden as a consequence
of loss of income.

'BMJUM to Smt
High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston has extended

an invitation to the Saipan Branch Managers of Bank of
America, Bank of Hawaii, and Citicorp to serve as
members of the Headquarters Economic Development
Loan Fund (EDLF) Board.

As the EDLF Board concentrates its lending activities
more in the areas of tourism, marine resources, and
agriculture, it is expected that the banker-members will
make significant contributions to the efficiency of the
Board's lending policies. It is expected that the bankers
will alternate among themselves when occupying their
EDLF board position, since only one banker can serve at
any time. In the past the EDLF has had a very close
working relationship with the banking community in the
area of loan guaranty and the sharing of credit
information.

This change in membership of the Board composition
is expected to bring the EDLF and the commercial
bankers even closer in their cooperation in providing
financing to Micronesia's developing private sector. The
bankers serve on the Board without compensation.

AMOUNT OF BENEFITS? With any new Social Security
program, the level of benefits is low to permit the system
to accumulate sufficient reserves to meet heavy demands
in future years. As years pass and the Trust Funds
expands, benefits will increase not only as a result of each
enrollee's additional credit but also due in part to
increased reyenues from interest and dividends, employer
contributions, and the desirability to maintain pace with
the rise in cost of living. In later years when the program
has matured, benefits will represent a larger percentage of
a worker's income prior to the eligibility of benefits.
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Constitutional Convention Items
The Pre-Convention Committee of the Micronesian

Constitutional Convention met recently on Saipan and
made decisions on the location and staffing of the
Convention. Camille

Appointed
Statistician

According to the Committee, an agreement has been
signed with the South Seas Hotel, Inc., on Saipan to
provide facilities and offices for the Convention's
delegates and staff for the 90-day meeting beginning July
12, 1975. The Personnel Subcommittee reported to the
full Committee that two positions had already been filled.
Dr. Norman Meller, Director of the Pacific Islands Studies
Program at the University of Hawaii, has been retained as
a consultant to the Convention.

Dr. P.F. Kluge, a former Peace Corps volunteer who
worked on the Micronesian Reporter and with the
Congress of Micronesia's Joint Committee on Future
Status during his stay in Micronesia, has accepted the
position of the Convention's Director of Public
Information.

Pre-Convention Convention Committee Executive
Director Victorio Uherbelau was also authorized to begin
advertising for applicants to other positions for the
Convention.

Director of Health Services Dr. Masao Kumangai has
announced the appointment of Ms. Camille Faircloth as
Trust Territory Health Statistician. Her appointment
became effective January 13, 1975. Prior to her arrival on
Saipan, Ms. Camille was Chief Medical Records
Administrator at the Lyndon B. Johnson Tropical Medical
Center in Pago Pago, American Samoa.

Ms. Camille holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in English
and Liberal Arts from Louisiana State University and
another bachelor's degree in Medical Record Science from
Dominican College in Houston, Texas.

The Committee recommend to the Congress of
Micronesia amendments to the Con Con law (PL 5-60)
including the following: establishment of a credentials
committee, granting of a voting rights to traditional chief
delegates, providing for additional funds for the
Convention, granting of immunity to the delegates for
their remarks on the Convention floor, and also for their
travel to and from the Convention and providing for the
organization of the Marshallese delegation.

Attending the meeting were Pre Con Con Chairman
Tosiwo Nakayama; delegates Leo Falcam, Ponape;
Lorenzo Cabrera, Marianas; Iskia Sony, Truk; Carl Heine,
Marshalls; Petrus Tun, Yap; and John Ngiraked, Palau.

EDLF Payments
The EDLF Board voted, at their most recent meeting,

to solicit the opinion of the Attorney General as to
whether or not EDLF borrowers who are 90 days or more
delinquent in their loan payments can be publicly
announced. It was the Board's unanimous opinion that if
such announcements were made public, that the pressure
of public opinion would serve as an added inducement for
delinquent borrowers to maintain their loan payment in a
current status.

The Economic Development Loan Fund is for all the
people of Micronesia; it was established as a revolving
fund so that as one borrower repays his loan, his loan
payments are recirculated and loaned to another
borrower. It is this very important multiplier effect of
such a development financing tool that has stimulated
economic growth in most of the new nations of the world.

Marine Scholarships
High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston has

announced the names of the thirteen recipients of Marine
Transportation Scholarship for the school year 1975-76.

The recipients are as follows: Jose A. Bermudes,
Edmond Rabauliman and Basilio W. Odoshi, Marianas;
George Buchomal and Victor W. Pluw, Yap; Weiner
Hadley and Herman J. Henry, Ponape; Leo S. Lokopwe
and Lippwe Swelling of Truk; Elizer Ngotel, Arvin
Raymond and Josephius Tiobech from Palau; and Jorelik
C. Tibon from the Marshalls.

The alternates are: Martin S. Atalig and Paul K.
Pangelinan, Marianas; Christian Hengio and Edmund Isak,
Truk; John Isechal and Techur Rengulbai, Palau; Kedsem
Lihpai and Waynold Yamaguchi, Ponape;Clarence Luther
and lohann Rakin, Marshalls.

Berdon, New Deputy Director
The Trust Territory Judiciary has announced the

appointment of Rokuro M. Berdon of Truk to the
position of Deputy Director, Administrative Office of the
Trust Territory Courts, effective January 19, 1975.
Berdon had been working in the Judiciary as Assistant
Clerk of Courts, then Clerk of Courts for the Truk District
since 1964.

His new duties are primarily to assist the Chief Justice
and the Director, Administrative Office of the Court, in
the overall administration of the courts throughout
Micronesia.
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Scenes at the Congress
House Floor Leader Luke Tman and House Appropriation
Committee Chairman Raymond Setik discuss matters
during a recess in the House Chamber.

High Commissioner chats with (I to r ) Senator lehsi,
Congressman Rudimch, and Senator Salii.
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