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USS MISSOURI MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION, INC.

Ceremony to Commemorate 
Ahe 53rd Anniversary of the 

knd of ^orU ^ar II
September 2,1998

Onboard the Battleship Missouri • Pearl Harbor, Hawaii



Ceremony Opening Remarks

Delivered by General Douglas MacArthur 
Aboard USS MISSOURI, Tokyo Bay 

September 2,1945

\Ne are gathered here, representative of the major warring 
powers, to conclude a solemn Agreement whereby peace may be 
restored. It would be appropriate to discuss here different ideals 
and ideology or to meet in a spirit of distrust, malice or hatred. 
Instead, both the conquerors and the conquered must rise to 
that higher dignity which alone benefits the sacred purposes we 
are about to serve. It is my earnest hope and indeed the hope of 
all mankind that a better world shall emerge, one founded upon 
faith and understanding - a world dedicated to the dignity of man 
and the fulfillment of his most cherished wish for freedom, 
tolerance and justice.

As Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, I announce 
it my firm purpose, in the tradition of the countries I represent, 
to proceed in the discharge of my responsibilities... .while taking 
all dispositions to insure that the terms of surrender are fully, 
promptly, and faithfully complied with.



"The Guns are Silent"

An Address delivered by General Douglas MacArthur 
Aboard USS MISSOURI, Tokyo Bay

September 2,1945
After the Surrender Ceremony

Today, the guns are silent. A great tragedy has ended. A 
great victory has been won....

As I look back upon the long, tortuous trail from those grim 
days of Bataan and Corregidor, when an entire world lived in fear, 
when democracy was on the defensive everywhere, when 
modern civilization trembled in the balance, I thank a merciful 
Cod that he has given us the faith, the courage and the power 
from which to mold victory. We have known the bitterness of 
defeat and the exultation of triumph, and from both we have 
learned there can be no turning back. We must go forward to 
preserve the Peace that we won in War.

A new era is upon us. Even the lesson of Victory itself brings 
with it profound concern, both for our future security and the 
survival of civilization. The destructiveness of the War potential, 
through progressive advances in scientific discovery, has in fact 
reached a point which revises the traditional concept of War.

Men since the beginning of time have sought peace. 
Various methods through the ages have been attempted to 
devise an international process to prevent or settle disputes 
between nations. From the very start, workable methods were 
found insofar as individual citizens were concerned but the 
mechanics of an instrumentality of large international scope have 
never been successful. Military Alliances, Balances of Power, 
Leagues of Nations all in turn failed, leaving the only path to be by 
way of the crucible of war. The utter destructiveness of war now



"The Guns are Silent" continued

blots out this alternative. We have had our last chance. If we do 
not devise some greater and more equitable system Armageddon 
will be at our door. The problem basically is theological and 
involves the spiritual recrudescence and improvement of human 
character that will synchronize with our almost matchless advance 
in science, art, literature and all material and cultural 
developments of the past two thousand years. It must be of the 
spirit if we are to save the flesh.

"Nearly a century earlier, Matthew Perry landed here to bring 
to Japan an era of enlightenment and progress, by lifting the veil 
of isolation to the friendship, trade and commerce of the world. 
But, alas, the knowledge thereby gained of Western science was 
forged into an instrument of oppression and human enslavement. 
Freedom of expression, freedom of action, even freedom of 
thought were denied through appeal to superstition, and through 
the application of force. We are committed to see that the 
Japanese people are liberated from this condition of slavery. The 
energy of the Japanese race, if properly directed, will enable 
expansion vertically rather than horizontally. If the talents of the 
race are turned into constructive channels, the country can lift 
itself from its present deplorable state to a position of dignity. To 
the Pacific basin has come the vista of a new emancipated world. 
Today, freedom is on the offensive, democracy is on the march. 
Today in Asia as well as in Europe, unshackled peoples are tasting 
the full sweetness of liberty, the relief from fear. And so, my fellow 
countrymen, today I report to you that your sons and daughters 
have served you well and faithfully with the calm, deliberate, 
determined fighting spirit of the American soldier and 
sailor.... Their spiritual strength and power has brought us through 
to victory. They are homeward bound-take care of them."

DANIEL K. INOUYE
United States Senator

Senator Inouye was born in Honolulu, 
Hawaii on September 7, 1924, and was 
named after a Methodist minister who had 
adopted his mother.

At age 18, Senator Inouye, a freshman 
in pre-medical studies at the University of 
Hawaii, enlisted in the U.S. Army's 442nd

Regimental Combat Team in March 1945. He spent nearly three months of 
the Rome-Arno campaign with the U.S. Fifth Army. .

The Senator's unit was shifted to the French Vosges Mountains and 
spent two of the bloodiest weeks of the war rescuing a Texas battalion 
surrounded by German forces. The rescue of "The Lost Battalion" is listed 
in the U.S. Army annals as one of the most significant military battles of the 
century. He became a platoon leader and won the Bronze Star and a 
battlefield commission as a Second Lieutenant.

Back in Italy, the 442nd was assaulting a heavily defended hill in the 
closing months of the war when Lieutenant Inouye was hit in the abdomen 
by a bullet. He continued to lead the platoon and advanced alone against a 
machine gun nest which had his men pinned down. He tossed two hand 
grenades with devastating effect before his right arm was shattered by a 
German rifle grenade at close range. Lieutenant Inouye threw his last 
grenade with his left hand, attacked with a submachine gun, and was 
finally knocked down the hill by a bullet in the leg.

He spent 20 months in Army hospitals after losing his right arm. He 
came home as a Captain with a Distinguished Service Cross, Bronze Star, 
Purple Heart with cluster and 12 other medals and citations.

Receiving his law degree at the George Washington University Law 
School, he returned to Hawaii and served as a Deputy Public Prosecutor for 
the City and County of Honolulu.

After Hawaii became a state on August 21,1959, Daniel Inouye won 
election to the United States House of Representatives as the new state's 
first Congressman. He was reelected to a full term in 1960 and won 
election to the United States Senate in 1962.

The Senator served on many key committees during his 
distinguished career in the United States Congress. His committee and 
subcommittee memberships are as follows:

Committee on Appropriations
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
Committee on Rules and Administration 
Senate Democratic Steering Committee



J

BENJAMIN J. CAYETANO
Governor, State of Hawaii

Benjamin J. Cayetano was elected 
governor on November 8, 1994, and 
inaugurated on December 5, 1994, as the 
State of Hawaii's fifth governor and first of 
Filipino ancestry.

Governor Cayetano, a Democrat, has 
served for over two decades in public

office, winning seven elections between 1974 and 1994. He served
twelve years in the Hawaii State Legislature - two terms in the House 
from 1975 to 1978 and two terms in the Senate from 1979 to 1986.

He was elected in 1986 to his first four-year term as lieutenant 
governor and re-elected to a second term in 1990.

Governor Cayetano has received numerous awards which have given 
him national and international recognition for his accomplishments as a 
public servant, including his leadership in the movement for educational 
reform. Those awards include: Edward A. Dickson Alumnus of the Year 
Award, UCLA 1998; Honorary Degree, Doctor of Public Service, Loyola 
Marymount University, 1998; Distinguished Citizens Award, Boy Scouts of 
America, 1997; Harvard Foundation Leadership Award, 1996; UCLA 
Medal, 1995; Distinguished Leadership Award, UCLA, 1995; Outstanding 
Alumni, American Association of Community Colleges, 1996; Honorary 
Doctor of Law Degree, University of the Philippines, 1995; Award for 
Ethics in Government, Hawaii Chapter of the American Society of Public 
Administration, 1995; Award for Excellence, UCLA Alumni Association, 
1995; Award of Merit, University of Hawaii College of Education, 1995; 
and Excellence in Leadership Medallion, Asia-Pacific Academic 
Consortium for Public Health, 1991.

An attorney, Governor Cayetano practiced law for fifteen years prior 
to becoming lieutenant governor. He is a graduate of Farrington High 
School in Honolulu, Hawaii. He earned an Associate in Arts Degree from 
Los Angeles Harbor College in Wilmington, California in 1966, a Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science from the University of California at Los 
Angeles in 1968 and a Juris Doctorate from Loyola Law School, Los 
Angeles in 1971.

He is married to the former Vicky Tiu, who is the President and CEO 
of United Laundry Services. The first family includes five children: 
Brandon, Janeen and Samantha Cayetano, and Marissa and William Liu, 
and one grandchild Micah Ancheta.



COMMEMORATION CEREMONY

Arrival of Official Party

Parade the Colors

National Anthem

Hawaii State Anthem

Invocation

Recognition of Attending WWII Veterans

Lieutenant General Thomas Rienzi, US Army (Ret.) 
Mr. David Graham, President, American Battleship Association 

Brigadier General Frances Mossman, US Air Force (Ret.)

Remembrance of September 2,1945
General MacArthur's Opening Speech (Recording)
Mr. John P. Sullivan, USS MISSOURI crew member

Mr. Murray Yudelowitz, USS MISSOURI crew member
Mr. Henry Walker, USS MISSOURI crew member

General MacArthur's Closing Remarks (Recording) 
Fly-by of Hawaii air National Guard Aircraft

21 Rifle Salute 
Echo Taps

Remarks

Mr. Ed Carter, Chairman, USS MISSOURI Memorial

Remarks
Mr. Herb Fahr, President, USS MISSOURI (BB-63) Association

Mr. William Cassidy, Jr. Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
For Conversion and Redevelopment

Admiral Archie Clemins, Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet

Admiral Joseph Prueher, Commander in Chief, 
U.S. Pacific Command

The Honorable Jeremy Harris, 
Mayor of the City and County of Honolulu

The Honorable Benjamin Cayetano, 
Governor of the State of Hawaii

Keynote Address
The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye, 

Senior U.S. Senator, State of Hawaii

Memento Presentation

Retire the Colors

Benediction

World War II fly-by

Special Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Ceremony Concludes



Witnesses to Surrender Ceremony, 
September 2,1945 

who are present today

Arthur C. Albert, Sr...................Hattisburg, Ms Eddie Fletcher......................... New York, NY

Tony Alessandro .....................Cincinnati, Oh Donald R. Fosburg ......................Whittier, CA

Vito V. Alongi ...................... Niagra Falls, NY Charles E. Fraser......................... Tucson, Az

Anatol Antos ...........................Alexandria, Va Schuyler Fredrikson................Worcester, Ma

Dean F. Baker..............................Batavia, NY Fredrick J. Gaskell.................... Swansea, Ma

James M. Barnwell .........................Ozark, Al Leonard W. Greathead.............. Corning, Ca
Fred Beckett.....................White River Jtn, Vt Michael Gregory .....................Sandwich, Ma

Robert L. Bishop .......................Tacoma, Wa Frank W. Hammond............... Wolfeboro, NH
Robert C. Bray ............................Lenexa, Ks James C. Hampton...........................Phoenix, Az

Clarence Campbell.........................Dracut, Ma Richard E. Harris...........................Janesville, Wi

Richard C. Carignan, Jr. .North Reading, Ma Robert N. Hergenrather ... .Phillipsburg, Oh

Thomas S. Chrisafis .......................Lynn, Ma George S. Irwin .......................Fair Oaks, Ca
Stephen Competiello................ Plainview, NY William D. Isaacson..............................Jerico, NY

Richard E. Conner....................... Streater, II Ken J. Iverson.............................. St. Paul, Mn

Andrew H. Conrad, Jr. .......... Brunswick, Oh Ray G. Johnson ...............East Meadow, NY 

Harry F. Cooke ............................ Igonquin, II Edward M. Kalanta ....................Colonia, NJ

Joseph Curley...........................Glendale, NY Robert C. Kennedy .........................Vierra, Fl

George Dexter...................... Little River, SS Robert D. Lathrop.................New Milford, Ct

Ivan Dexter...............................Plainview, NY Leo A. Latlip ........................... Marysville, Wa

Arthur G. Dixon .............. Cape Neddick, Me Herman Leibig........................... Lebanon, Pa

Joseph A. Dubsky.................. Worcester, Ma Charles W. Lippy ............ Seven Valleys, Pa 

Williard F. Dunlap...........................Milton, Ma Werner A. Litfin .......................Glenshaw, Pa

Frank Falvo ...............................Arlington, Tx Anthony J. Lombard................ Woodbury, Ct

Robert H. Fiers .....................Gloucester, Ma Noel R. Loveland.............. Orchard Lake, Mi

Dr. Paul A. Flamm .....................Reading, Pa John C. Maley.............................Sandwich, II

Witnesses to Surrender Ceremony, 
September 2,1945 

who are present today 
continued

Percy W. Mallison .......... Fort Lauderdale, Fl Tom Sakamoto......................... Saratoga, Ca

William Mangels.............. Mays Landing, NJ J. Robert Sauppee..................... Reading, Pa
Charles W. H. Matthaei ............Tacoma, Wa Leonard J. Schmidt ..................... Albany, NY

Ernest r. Me Closkey ........Harwich Port, Ma George W. Schuette ...............Charlotte, NC 
Robert D. Munoz ......................Fostoria, Oh Benjamin Schulman................ Carlsbad, Ca

Robert J. Murney.................. Springfield, Mo Bob Schwenk.......................Long Beach, Ca

Mario Natelli.................. Newport Beach, Ca Raymon C. Siegert.................Cincinnati, Oh 

Gardiner L. Northrup .............. Bradenton, Fl Julius Stone ............................. Spring Hill, Fl

William Obitz ...................................Ocala, Fl John P. Sullivan...........................Tiverton, RI

Felix S. Oliva.............................Daly City, Ca Cyrus Topol............................. Worcester, Ma

D. Earl Pardue .......................Burlington, NC Dale G. Ulch.......................................Elberon, la
Monroe W.D.M. Peters .......... Allentown, Pa T J. Van Hee .............................. Portland, Or

Louis S. Pisani....................................Erie, Pa Edward Wadington...........................Honolulu, Hi
F.J. Pryor, Jr................................Houston, Tx George A. Weigold............Framingham, Ma

Richard L. Quisenberry ... .Kansas City, Ks Nathan Weiner............................... Bronx, NY

Carl Reisman ...............................Encino, Ca Howard F. Williams................ Old Bridge, NJ

Edward F. Richards................ Demarest, NJ Walter L. Williams.........Lake Waukomis, Mo 

Fred Patrick Riley............ Laguna Niguel, Ca Edward J. Wolfe......................... Hamden, Ct

Jackson H. Riling.........................Gaylord, Mi Virgil E. Wray ........................... Ilwaco, Wa

Marlin E. Ritter ...................... Mifflinburg, Pa Joseph T Yagunic.....................Glendale, Az

Henry C. Rivers...........................Paxton, Ma Noby Yoshimura .............. Walnut Creek, Ca

William Paul Robbins............ Bryn Mawr, Pa Murray Yudelowitz......................... Bronx, NY

George 0. Rogers, Jr............ Graham, NC Jiro Yukimura...................................... Lihue, Hi

Dominic Rossi, Jr. ..................Pittsburgh, Pa Donald W. Zolkowski.................. Neenah, Wi

Reno Ruscitti .............................Cambell, Oh



MAHALO!

to 
the following who assisted in this ceremony 

Rear Admiral Sutton and the COMNAVBASE Pearl Harbor Staff 
Captain George Covington and the Naval Station personnel 

Mr. Herb Fahr, President, and the USS MISSOURI (BB-63) Association, Inc. 
Mr. And Mrs. Dave Graham (President and Secretary, respectively) and the 

American Battleship Association
State of Missouri Air National Guard for the participation 

of their color guard
State of Hawaii Air National Guard for the fly-by of their aircraft 

The Pacific Fleet Band under the leadership of Lt. Ralph Barrett, USN 
The USS MISSOURI (BB-63) Association, Inc. Band

Bi-Plane Rides for providing the World War II trainer fly-by, 
Bruce Clements, Robert Carney, and John Sterling

Outrigger Ohana Hotels & Resorts, Mildred Courtney, for the coordination 
and creation of the beautiful fresh Hawaiian ship's lei

Outrigger Ohana Hotels & Resorts, Mildred Courtney, for the abundant 
amount of leis for our veterans

Diane Quitiquit and the County of Hawaii also for our veterans' leis 
Hawaii Visitors & Convention Bureau for our speaker leis 

Waikele Golf Club
The Custom Company

Department of Finance and Accounting Services Pacific 
DAYSOFFINC, PA and sound Systems

Edward Enterprises, Inc. program layout & printing 
Paradise Lua, Inc.

Hawaiian Natural Water Co.
Terminal Travel
AA Party Supply 

Newport News Shipbuilding 
Pepsi Cola Co.

and to all of the countless volunteers who unselfishly provided their time 
and effort to prepare Battleship Missouri for today's ceremony.

BATTLESHIP

MEMORIAL

A commemorative video and photo of 
today's September 2nd ceremony will be 
available for purchase through the USS 
Missouri Memorial Association. For more 
information on how to order, please call us 
at (808) 545-2263 or send your request in 
writing to 965-A4 North Nimitz Highway, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817-4572

The USS MISSOURI Memorial Association is a 
private Hawaii-based 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
organization designated by Secretary of 
the Navy John Dalton as the caretaker of 
the historic Battleship MISSOURI. The 
Association was formed in 1994 and 
includes a cross-section of leaders from 
Hawaii's business, civic, political, and retired 
Navy communities.





About the Battleship 
Missouri Memorial
The memorial mirrors the mission and values of the 
United States Navy. Moored on Pearl Harbor’s 
historic Battleship Row, the Missouri will help 
project to the public the Navy’s values— Honor, 
Coinage and Commitment.

Plank Owner
Capital Campaign

The US Navy has selected Pearl Harbor as the 
permanent home for the Missouri, and the USS 
Missouri Memorial Association as the organization 
to preserve this legendary ship for future genera­
tions. As the ship on whose teak decks the docu­
ments were signed that ended World War II, 
“Mighty Mo” ushered in a new era of friendship 
and cooperation across the Pacific. In its new 
setting, the Missouri will be more than a floating 
museum; it will be a memorial to the courage and 
sacrifice of those who served in World War II, the 
Korean War, and Operation Desert Storm.

USS Missouri Memorial 
Association Inc. 

965-A4 N. Nimitz Hwy. 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817-4572

(808) 545-2263 phone 
(808) 545-2265 fax 

e-mail: bigmo@pixi.com 
http://www. ussmissouri. com

Your support as a Plank Owner will help ensure the 
success of the Battleship Missouri Memorial.

What is a Plank Owner?
Historically, a Plank Owner was an individual who 
served as one of the original crew members that 
commissioned or re-commissioned a ship. As a 
Plank Owner of the Battleship Missouri Memorial, 
you will be named a permanent member of a select 
group of individuals who helped bring the Battle­
ship Missouri to Pearl Harbor.

Your contribution of $500 or more prior to the 
grand opening of the ship in January 1999 will 
name you as a Plank Owner of the Battleship 
Missouri Memorial.

The Plank Owner Campaign
The Battleship Missouri Memorial’s Plank Owner 
Capital Campaign has been created to raise funds to 
relocate the USS Missouri to Pearl Harbor and trans­
form the ship into a world class memorial museum. All 
donors who contribute $500 or more prior to January 
1999 will be recognized as PLANK OWNERS*.

The donor recognition program outlined below is 
designed to provide an appropriate expression of 
appreciation for individual and family 
contributions. Contributions are recognized at these 
levels:

☆ Admiral’s Club - Platinum $100,000

☆ Admiral’s Club - Gold $50,000
☆ Admiral’s Club - Silver $25,000
☆ Admiral’s Club-Bronze $10,000
☆ Admiral’s Club $5000

☆ Captain’s Club $1000
☆ Commander’s Club $500

Donations at lower levels are also welcomed and 
appreciated through the Members of the “Friends of 
Mighty Mo” program described in a separate brochure. 
We urge you to participate in this historic project to 
preserve this national treasure, the “Mighty Mo.”

mailto:bigmo@pixi.com


Benefits for the various 
contribution levels:

$100,000 Admiral’s Club - Platinum
• Permanently named benefactor of specific exhibit or area of the 

ship
• Opportunity to sponsor a specific exhibit
• Personalized recognition plaque with engraved platinum plate 

showing donor level
• Set of two commemorative Battleship Missouri Memorial 

bronze & silver coins
• Recognition of Admiral’s Club Membership on Battleship 

Missouri’s web page (optional)
• Limited edition Battleship Missouri Memorial print suitable for 

framing
• USS Missouri ball cap
• Listing on computerized ship’s log of individual donors at 

memorial
• Lifetime membership in Friends of Mighty Mo with Admiral’s 

Club level donation

$25,000 Admiral’s Club- Silver
• Appropriate public recognition at memorial recognizing 
sponsorship level
• Opportunity to sponsor a specific exhibit
• Personalized recognition plaque with engraved silver 
plate showing donor level

• Set of two commemorative Battleship Missouri 
Memorial bronze & silver coins

• Recognition of Admiral’s Club Membership on 
Battleship Missouri’s web page (optional)

• Limited edition Battleship Missouri Memorial print 
suitable for flaming

• USS Missouri ball cap
• Listing on computerized ship’s log of individual donors 
at memorial

• Lifetime membership in Friends of Mighty Mo with
Admiral’s Club level donation

$50,000 Admiral’s Club - Gold
• Appropriate public recognition at memorial recognizing 

sponsorship level
• Opportunity to sponsor a specific exhibit
• Personalized recognition plaque with engraved gold 
plate showing donor level

• Set of two commemorative Battleship Missouri 
Memorial bronze & silver coins

• Recognition of Admiral’s Club Membership on 
Battleship Missouri’s web page (optional)

• Limited edition Battleship Missouri Memorial print 
suitable for framing

• USS Missouri ball cap
• Listing on computerized ship’s log of individual donors 
at memorial

• Lifetime membership in Friends of Mighty Mo with 
Admiral’s Club level donation

$10,000 Admiral’s Club - Bronze
• Appropriate public recognition at memorial recognizing 
sponsorship level

• Opportunity to sponsor a specific exhibit
• Personalized recognition plaque with engraved bronze 
plate showing donor level

• Set of two commemorative Battleship Missouri 
Memorial bronze & silver coins

• Recognition of Admiral’s Club Membership on 
Battleship Missouri’s web page (optional)

• Limited edition Battleship Missouri Memorial print 
suitable for flaming

• USS Missouri ball cap
• Listing on computerized ship’s log of individual donors 

at memorial
• Lifetime membership in Friends of Mighty Mo with 
Admiral’s Club level donation

$5,000 Admiral’s Club
• Appropriate public recognition at memorial 
recognizing sponsorship level

• Opportunity to sponsor a specific exhibit
• Personalized recognition plaque with engraved 
plate showing donor level

• Set of two commemorative Battleship Missouri 
Memorial bronze & silver coins

• Recognition of Admiral’s Club Membership on 
Battleship Missouri’s web page (optional)

• Limited edition Battleship Missouri Memorial print 
suitable for framing

• USS Missouri ball cap
• Listing on computerized ship’s log of individual 
donors at memorial

• Lifetime membership in Friends of Mighty Mo with 
Admiral’s Club level donation

$1,000 Captain’s Club
• Commemorative Battleship Missouri Memorial 
bronze coin

• Limited edition Battleship Missouri Memorial print 
suitable for framing

• USS Missouri ball cap
• Listing on computerized ship’s log of individual 
donors at memorial

• One year individual membership in Friends of 
Mighty Mo

$500 Commander’s Club
• Limited edition Battleship Missouri Memorial print 
suitable for framing
• USS Missouri ball cap
• Certificate of appreciation
• Listing on computerized ship’s log of individual 
donors at memorial

• One year individual membership in Friends of 
Mighty Mo

Brochures Donated By
Kinkos Copies 

1050 Bishop St. 
Hon. HI 96813 
(808) 528-7171

* * Graduation to next level is based on total amount 
received.

Revised 5/5/98 The Friends of Mighty Mo program is subject to 
change The Missouri Memorial Association reserves the right to 

substitute items as necessary.
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53RD ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE 

SIGNING OF THE SURRENDER TERMS 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1998

Today we observe the 53rd anniversary of the signing of 
the surrender terms, which signaled the end of World 
War II. The battles leading to this historic moment 
were drenched with the blood of brave Americans.

Many others made contributions and sacrifices for a 
common cause ... Victory and Peace. Children collected 
pennies, nickels and dimes for the cause. Mothers and 
sweethearts worked the assembly lines to build bombers, 
ships and tanks. Families tended victory gardens 
growing a host of vegetables. Still, others went about 
the countryside collecting scrap metal for bullets. 
This was a united America working together for a common 
cause ... Victory and Peace.

The USS MISSOURI will remind generations to come that 
their ancestors rolled up their sleeves, gave their 
lives, shed their blood, prayed and sacrificed for a 
common cause ... Victory and Peace.

Let us take a moment to recognize and pay tribute to 
the USS ARIZONA. She represents the pain of December 
7th and the clarion call which rang throughout this 
land, calling citizens to arms.

The USS ARIZONA is a memorial to a great battleship, 
sunk by Japanese torpedo bombers on December 7, 1941. 
This ship, with its full complement of 1,177 brave 
sailors and marines is a moving tribute memorializing a 
supreme sacrifice--the loss of American lives on 
American soil in time of war.

Page -1-



The USS MISSOURI, which we celebrate today, is about an 
American victory. Aboard the USS MISSOURI, General 
Douglas MacArthur and Senior Prisoner of War Major 
General Jonathan Wainwright witnessed the historic 
surrender of Imperial Japan to the United States. It 
was a day of victory--53 years ago. It was a day of 
peace.

Together at last--the USS ARIZONA and the USS MISSOURI. 
From pain to pride. From sacrifice to victory. The 
circle is now complete.

Through the majestic MISSOURI - this sacred ship - we 
are assured that the legacy will live on. First, as a 
symbol of America's unity and victory, and our 
remembrance of those who stood in harm's way in defense 
of our great nation. Second, as a symbol of our 
contribution to world peace. And third, as an 
instrument of education to share with all who come 
aboard, about the sacrifices of war, the greatness of 
this ship, and of all who served her in rough and calm 
waters for over fifty years.

Hawaii did not suggest that the USS MISSOURI become a 
tourist attraction - far from it. We suggested that a 
memorial be established to ensure that all who visit 
her will treat her with the utmost respect, dignity, 
and loving care.

But, we also knew that many would come to visit her as 
they do the USS ARIZONA. I have no doubt that we as a 
state will benefit economically. However, first and 
foremost, the MISSOURI is a national treasure that must 
be enhanced, but never exploited.

The primary reason the USS MISSOURI is here -- is the 
people of Hawaii. A united Hawaii -- that captured the 
spirit to prevail, the same spirit that assured us 
victory in World War II -- led us to this moment. A 
united Hawaii -- bankers and investors, admirals and 
sailors, teachers and students, senior citizens and 
retirees, political leaders and community leaders all 
got together and pursued a common cause.

Page -2-



The victory which occurred on September 2nd, 1945 
belonged to the people of the United States. Fifty- 
three years later, the victory to locate the "Mighty 
Mo" at Pearl Harbor belongs to the people of Hawaii.

If one were to read the rolls of those who worked and 
toiled to make this day a reality, the volunteers who 
scraped the rust, who applied the paint, who polished 
the brass, who cleaned the deck, it would take hours, 
if not days. I am indeed proud to represent the people 
of Hawaii today.

It is a proud moment for our U.S. Navy in Pearl Harbor, 
and it is a proud moment for all who served on this 
great battleship. We the people of Hawaii solemnly 
promise those who served on this great ship that she 
will be accorded the love and honor you bestowed upon 
her during her valiant service. We shall carry on the 
legacy. The legacy of Victory and Peace.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: SENATOR

FROM: JENNIFER

DATE: September 1, 1998

RE: CEREMONY HONORING WWII VETERANS AND
COMMEMORATING THE 53 RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
END OF WORLD WAR II, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 
1998 AT 8:30 A.M., USS MISSOURI

The program begins at 8:30 a.m. You are the keynote 
and final speaker. The Master of Ceremonies is 
Admiral Bob Kihune. Also delivering remarks will 
include: Admiral Prueher, Admiral Clemins, Governor 
Cayetano and Mayor Harris. A copy of the program is 
attached for your information.

The USS Missouri Memorial Association is expecting 
about 2200 people at the ceremony. More than 1200 
will be WWII veterans and approximately 800 will be 
their family members. The largest single group of 
veterans will be those of Filipino ancestry (420) . 
The three WWII AJA veterans who were aboard the 
MISSOURI for the signing of the surrender will also 
be present the ceremony. They were all MIS 
veterans: Jiro Yukimura of Lihue, Kauai; Noby 
Yoshimura of Walnut Creek, California, and Tom 
Sakamoto of Saratoga, California.

There will a special guest introduced during the 
ceremony. Her name is Mrs. Ikuko Yamamoto. She is 
the sister of the late LCDR Masao Morimoto of the 
Japanese Imperial Navy who acted as the harbor pilot 
onboard the USS MISSOURI to guide her into Tokyo Bay 
for the surrender ceremony. LCDR Morimoto lost his 
life about 50 years ago at the age of 28 when the



ship he was working on sank in a typhoon. Mrs. 
Yamamoto is attending the ceremony representing her 
brother who was proud that he was allowed to pilot 
the MISSOURI on this day 53 years ago.

Because the Naval Complex at Ford Island is a part 
of the heightened security zone, no cars will be 
allowed onto the pier. You will be dropped off at 
the gate, and a golf cart will be waiting to take 
you and Maggie to the ship. The USS MISSOURI 
Association was not able to complete the lift 
renovations in time for the ceremony. However, they 
refortified the ramp with wood which has 
substantially improved the grip going up and coming 
down.



SUMMARY OF CEREMONY PLAN

8:00 Commence positioning WWII veterans aboard ship.

8:15 All guests seated

8:30 Introduction of Special Guests

8:38 Speakers announced and proceed to seats

8:40 Parade the Colors

8:41 National anthem and Hawaii State anthem

8:43 Post the Colors

8:44 Invocation

8:47 Recognition of attending WWII veterans

8:47 Recognition of Army WWII veterans

8:52 Recognition of WWII veterans of the Sea Services (Navy, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard, and Merchant Marine)

8:56 Recognition of WWII families

9:00 Recognition of ex-crewmembers of USS MISSOURI who were present 
during the September 2, 1945 surrender ceremony

9:02 Remembrance of September 2,1945

Eight gongs on ship’s bell. Recording of General MacArthur’s speech that 
opened the ceremony

9:03 Four gongs on ship’s bell. First speaker (Mr. John P. Sullivan of Tiverton, 
RI (Signalman) acknowledges that at this moment 53 years ago, Foreign 
Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu signed the surrender document on behalf of 
Japan. He gives a brief summary of what he saw on that day.

9:06 Four gongs on ship’s bell. Second speaker (Mr. Murray Yudelowitz of 
Bronz, NY (Gunner) acknowledges that at this moment 53 years ago, 
General Douglas MacArthur signed on behalf of the Allied Powers. He gives 
a brief summary of what he saw on that day.



9:10 Four gongs on ship’s bell. Third speaker (Mr. Henry Walker of Honolulu) 
acknowledges that at this moment 53 years ago, Admiral Chester Nimitz 
signed on behalf of the United States. He gives a brief summary of what he 
saw on that day, with some brief concluding remarks.

9:16 Eight gongs on ship’s bell. Recording of General MacArthur’s speech that 
concluded the ceremony.

9:16 Recording of a portion of General MacArthur’s broadcast to the American 
people from the decks of MISSOURI .

9:22 MC announces moment of silence, followed by 21 rifle salute, followed by 
taps and then fly-by of Hawaii Air National Guard aircraft to honor our 
veterans who paid the ultimate price of freedom.

30 second moment of silence

21 rifle salute

Echo Taps

9:25 Air National Guard Fly-over

9:25 Mr. Ed Carter, President of the USS MISSOURI Memorial Association 
remarks.

9:29 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony by veterans of the American Battleship 
Association and the USS MISSOURI (BB-63) Association

9:30 Mr. Herb Fahr, President of the USS MISSOURI (BB-63) Association 
remarks

9:33 Mr. William Cassidy, Jr., Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for 
Conversion and Redevelopment remarks

9:36 Admiral Archie Clemins, Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet

9:40 Admiral Joseph Prueher, Commander in Chief, Pacific Command

9:44 Mayor Jeremy Harris, Mayor of the City and County of Honolulu

9:48 Governor Benjamin Cayetano, Governor of Hawaii

9:52 Senator Daniel K. Inouye, Keynote Speaker



10:02 Memento presentations to speakers

10:04 Retire the Colors

10:04 Benediction.

Ceremony Concluded. Guests invited to tour the ship.



‘Mighty Mo’ 
ceremony to 
honor dead

The ship’s bell will ring 32 times for formei 
crew members who died in the past year

By Gregg K. Kakesako
Star-Bulletin p

When the brass bell of the “Mighty Mo’ tolls this week, it 
will be rung 32 times, honoring former crew members who 
died in the past year.

“We hold this ceremony each year,” said Herbert Fahr, 
president of the mainland-based USS Missouri Association, 
“to honor our shipmates who have died during the year.”

More than 15,000 men served on “Mighty Mo” during
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thehalf-century and the 
three wars the battleship 
served in America’s Navy.

On Saturday, Cyrus Topol, 
a World War n veteran, and 
Patrick Allen, who was a 
“Mighty Mo” crew member 
during the Persian Gulf war, 
will be the wreath bearers at 
a private memorial service 
that will be held on the oak 
decks of the 887-foot battle­
ship.

Topol is a plank owner, or 
original crew member, who 
was present when the Mis­
souri was launched on June 
11, 1944, and again was on 
hand when the Japanese 
signed the articles of surren­
der in Tokyo Bay on Sept. 2, 
1945. At 88, Topol is believed 
to be the association’s oldest 
member.



Shigemitsu signed 
the Instrurnentof 
Surrender on behalf 
of Japan.

■ 9:08 a.m.: Former 
gunner’s mate Mur­
ray YudelowitzwiH 

; acknowledge the 
moment when Mac­
Arthur signed for 
the Allies.

■ 9:12 a.m.: Former 
ensign Henry Walk- S 
er will acknowledge 
the moment when 
Adm. ChesterNim- 
itz signed for the :
United States. :•-d

■ 9:18 a.m.: MacAr- <
thur’s surrender ra- • 
marks replayed.

More than five aecaaes iat- 
J er, Allen, 28, served aboard 
I the Missouri during the gulf 
j war in 1991. Allen is believed 

to be the youngest member 
f of the Missouri Association, 
j Saturday’s private memo­

rial service on the deck of the 
Missouri, now berthed at 
Ford Island, will follow a spe­
cial one-day ceremony 
Wednesday that will com­
memorate the end of World 
War II.

Fahr said 475 Missouri vet­
erans and their families ar­
rived during the weekend to 
participate in the USS Mis­
souri Association’s annual 
convention, which will be 
held in Waikiki this week. 
They were joined by another 
200 members of the Ameri­
can Battleship Association.

. „ Nearly 100 of them, many
of them in World War II uniforms, will take up their former 
positions on the decks of the Missouri on Wednesday.

There were more than 2,000 sailors and Marines stationed 
on the Missouri on Sept. 2, 1945, when Gen. Douglas 
McArthur accepted Japan’s surrender.

Also participating will be 700 other World War II veterans, 
including Filipino-American soldiers and 53 Japanese-Amer­
ican members of the Military Intelligence Service.

The bow of the battleship will be adorned with a 75-foot 
yellow plumeria lei from Outrigger Hotels and Resorts. The 
historic 1945 ceremony will be replayed Wednesday begin­
ning at 9:02 a.m., the moment McArthur 53 years ago walked 
up to the microphone.

Besides having several Missouri veterans recall what they 
saw that day in September and the rebroadcast of McAr­
thur’s remarks, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye, who lost his right 
arm fighting the Germans in 1945, will pay homage to those 
who fought in World War II. Inouye is credited with 
spearheading the effort that resulted in the Missouri being 
permanently berthed in Pearl Harbor.



Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII '

53RD ANNIVERSARY
OF THE

SIGNING OF THE SURRENDER TERMS 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2,1998

Today we observe the 53rd anniversary of the signing of the surrender terms, 
which signaled the end of World War IL The battles leading to this historic 
moment were drenched with the blood of brave Americans.

Many others made contributions and sacrifices for a common cause ... Victory 
and Peace. Children collected pennies, nickels and dimes for the cause. 
Mothers and sweethearts worked the assembly lines to build bombers, ships 
and tanks. Families tended victory gardens growing a host of vegetables. 
Still, others went about the countryside collecting scrap metal for bullets. 
This was a united America working together for a common cause ... Victory 
and Peace.

The USS MISSOURI will remind generations to come that their ancestors 
rolled up their sleeves, gave their lives, shed their blood, prayed and 
sacrificed for a common cause ... Victory and Peace.

Let us take a moment to recognize and pay tribute to the USS ARIZONA. 
She represents the pain of December 7th and the clarion call which rang 
throughout this land, calling citizens to arms.

The USS ARIZONA is a memorial to a great battleship, sunk by Japanese 
torpedo bombers on December 7,1941. This ship, with its full complement of 
1,177 brave sailors and marines is a moving tribute memorializing a supreme 
sacrifice--the loss of American lives on American soil in time of war.
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The USS MISSOURI, which we celebrate today, is about an American 
victory. Aboard the USS MISSOURI, General Douglas MacArthur and 
Senior Prisoner of War Major General Jonathan Wainwright witnessed the 
historic surrender of Imperial Japan to the United States. It was a day of 
victory--53 years ago. It was a day of peace.

Together at last--the USS ARIZONA and the USS MISSOURI. From pain to 
pride. From sacrifice to victory. The circle is now complete.

Through the majestic MISSOURI - this sacred ship - we are assured that the 
legacy will live on. First, as a symbol of America’s unity and victory, and our 
remembrance of those who stood in harm’s way in defense of our great 
nation. Second, as a symbol of our contribution to world peace. And third, as 
an instrument of education to share with all who come aboard, about the 
sacrifices of war, the greatness of this ship, and of all who served her in rough 
and calm waters for over fifty years.

Hawaii did not suggest that the USS MISSOURI become a tourist attraction — 
far from it. We suggested that a memorial be established to ensure that all 
who visit her will treat her with the utmost respect, dignity, and loving care.

But, we also knew that many would come to visit her as they do the USS 
ARIZONA. I have no doubt that we as a state will benefit economically. 
However, first and foremost, the MISSOURI is a national treasure that must 
be enhanced, but never exploited.

The primary reason the USS MISSOURI is here — is the people of Hawaii. A 
united Hawaii — that captured the spirit to prevail, the same spirit that 
assured us victory in World War II — led us to this moment. A united Hawaii 
-- bankers and investors, admirals and sailors, teachers and students, senior 
citizens and retirees, political leaders and community leaders all got together 
and pursued a common cause.

The victory which occurred on September 2nd, 1945 belonged to the people of 
the United States. Fifty-three years later, the victory to locate the “Mighty 
Mo” at Pearl Harbor belongs to the people of Hawaii.
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If one were to read the rolls of those who worked and toiled to make this day 
a reality, the volunteers who scraped the rust, who applied the paint, who 
polished the brass, who cleaned the deck, it would take hours, if not days. I 
am indeed proud to represent the people of Hawaii today.

It is a proud moment for our U.S. Navy in Pearl Harbor, and it is a proud 
moment for all who served on this great battleship. We the people of Hawaii 
solemnly promise those who served on this great ship that she will be 
accorded the love and honor you bestowed upon her during her valiant 
service. We shall carry on the legacy. The legacy of Victory and Peace.
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sacrificed for a common cause ... Victory and Peace.
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The USS MISSOURI, which we celebrate today, is about an American 
victory. Aboard the USS MISSOURI, General Douglas MacArthur and 
Senior Prisoner of War Major General Jonathan Wainwright witnessed the 
historic surrender of Imperial Japan to the United States. It was a day of 
victory--53 years ago. It was a day of peace.

Together at last--the USS ARIZONA and the USS MISSOURI. From pain to 
pride. From sacrifice to victory. The circle is now complete.

Through the majestic MISSOURI - this sacred ship - we are assured that the 
legacy will live on. First, as a symbol of America’s unity and victory, and our 
remembrance of those who stood in harm’s way in defense of our great 
nation. Second, as a symbol of our contribution to world peace. And third, as 
an instrument of education to share with all who come aboard, about the 
sacrifices of war, the greatness of this ship, and of all who served her in rough 
and calm waters for over fifty years.

Hawaii did not suggest that the USS MISSOURI become a tourist attraction - 
far from it. We suggested that a memorial be established to ensure that all 
who visit her will treat her with the utmost respect, dignity, and loving care.

But, we also knew that many would come to visit her as they do the USS 
ARIZONA. I have no doubt that we as a state will benefit economically. 
However, first and foremost, the MISSOURI is a national treasure that must 
be enhanced, but never exploited.

The primary reason the USS MISSOURI is here — is the people of Hawaii. A 
united Hawaii — that captured the spirit to prevail, the same spirit that 
assured us victory in World War II — led us to this moment. A united Hawaii 
— bankers and investors, admirals and sailors, teachers and students, senior 
citizens and retirees, political leaders and community leaders all got together 
and pursued a common cause.

The victory which occurred on September 2nd, 1945 belonged to the people of 
the United States. Fifty-three years later, the victory to locate the “Mighty 
Mo” at Pearl Harbor belongs to the people of Hawaii.
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If one were to read the rolls of those who worked and toiled to make this day 
a reality, the volunteers who scraped the rust, who applied the paint, who 
polished the brass, who cleaned the deck, it would take hours, if not days. I 
am indeed proud to represent the people of Hawaii today.

It is a proud moment for our U.S. Navy in Pearl Harbor, and it is a proud 
moment for all who served on this great battleship. We the people of Hawaii 
solemnly promise those who served on this great ship that she will be 
accorded the love and honor you bestowed upon her during her valiant 
service. We shall carry on the legacy. The legacy of Victory and Peace.

Page -3-



53RD ANNIVERSARY
OF THE

SIGNING OF THE SURRENDER TERMS 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1998

Today we observe the 53 rd anniversary of the signing of the surrender terms, which signaled the 
end of World War IL The battles leading to this historic moment were drenched with the blood 
of brave Americans.

Many others made contributions and sacrifices for a common cause ... Victory and Peace. 
Children collected pennies, nickels and dimes for the cause. Mothers and sweethearts worked 
the assembly lines to build bombers, ships and tanks. Families tended victory gardens growing a 
host of vegetables. Still, others went about the countryside collecting scrap metal for bullets. 
This was a united America working together for a common cause ... Victory and Peace.

The USS MISSOURI will remind generations to come that their ancestors rolled up their sleeves, 
gave their lives, shed their blood, prayed and sacrificed for a common cause ... Victory and 
Peace.

Let us take a moment to recognize and pay tribute to the USS ARIZONA. She represents the 
pain of December 7th and the clarion call which rang throughout this land, calling citizens to 
arms.

The USS ARIZONA is a memorial to a great battleship, sunk by Japanese torpedo bombers on 
December 7, 1941. This ship, with its full complement of 1,177 brave sailors and marines is a 
moving tribute memorializing a supreme sacrifice—the loss of American lives on American soil 
in time of war.

The USS MISSOURI, which we celebrate today, is about an American victory. Aboard the USS 
MISSOURI, General Douglas MacArthur and Senior Prisoner of War Major General Jonathan 
Wainwright witnessed the historic surrender of Imperial Japan to the United States. It was a day 
of victory—53 years ago. It was a day of peace.

Together at last-the USS ARIZONA and the USS MISSOURI. From pain to pride. From 
sacrifice to victory. The circle is now complete.

Through the majestic MISSOURI - this sacred ship - we are assured that the legacy will live on. 
First, as a symbol of America’s unity and victory, and our remembrance of those who stood in 
harm’s way in defense of our great nation. Second, as a symbol of our contribution to world 
peace. And third, as an instrument of education to share with all who come aboard, about the 
sacrifices of war, the greatness of this ship, and of all who served her in rough and calm waters 
for over fifty years.
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Hawaii did not suggest that the USS MISSOURI become a tourist attraction - far from it. We 
suggested that a memorial be established to ensure that all who visit her will treat her with the 
utmost respect, dignity, and loving care.

But, we also knew that many would come to visit her as they do the USS ARIZONA. I have no 
doubt that we as a state will benefit economically. However, first and foremost, the MISSOURI 
is a national treasure that must be enhanced, but never exploited.

The primary reason the USS MISSOURI is here — is the people of Hawaii. A united Hawaii — 
that captured the spirit to prevail, the same spirit that assured us victory in World War II — led us 
to this moment. A united Hawaii — bankers and investors, admirals and sailors, teachers and 
students, senior citizens and retirees, political leaders and community leaders all got together and 
pursued a common cause.

The victory which occurred on September 2nd, 1945 belonged to the people of the United States. 
Fifty-three years later, the victory to locate the “Mighty Mo” at Pearl Harbor belongs to the 
people of Hawaii.

If one were to read the rolls of those who worked and toiled to make this day a reality — 
including the hundreds of volunteers who scraped the rust, who applied the paint, who polished 
the brass, who cleaned the deck - it would take hours, if not days. I am indeed proud to 
represent the people of Hawaii today.

It is a proud moment for our U.S. Navy in Pearl Harbor, and it is a proud moment for all who 
served on this great battleship. We the people of Hawaii solemnly promise those who served on 
this great ship that she will be accorded the love and honor you bestowed upon her during her 
valiant service. We shall carry on the legacy. The legacy of Victory and Peace.
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On July 26, 1899, the Shanghai Maru, a passenger vessel 
from Yokohama, Japan, landed in Honolulu Harbor. Among 
its passengers, were three very special people, 
Asakichi Inouye, his wife, Moyo, and their young son 
Hyotaro. They were my grandparents and my father.

Two days later, on July 28, 1899, the ship proceeded to 
Port Allen on the Island of Kauai, where they 
disembarked, and signed a contract to work for the 
McBryde Plantation. The contract that my grandparents 
signed called for six days a week, ten hours a day of 
work. They did not work on the Sabbath, and on the 
following holidays: Christmas, New Years, Thanksgiving, 
and the Emperor's birthday. For this, my grandfather 
received $15 a month. From that amount, the plantation 
deducted $2.50 to cover his transportation cost from 
Japan. My grandmother, for the same work, received $10 
a month. And from that amount, $2.50 was deducted to 
cover her transportation cost from Japan.

Although my father's picture appeared on the contract, 
he was at two years of age, too young to sign an 
official document of that nature. However, he began 
working in the fields from age 5 until the age of 14, 
when my grandfather decided that the time had come for 
my father to receive some kind of formal education. 
Eight years later, while working his way from the 1st 
grade through the 12th grade, he received his high 
school diploma.

In 1900, my mother was born on the Island of Maui. Her 
mother died soon after her birth, and her father 
followed, four years later. She was an orphan in a 
strange land. Fortunately, she was taken in by a kind 
Native Hawaiian family. She lived with this family for 
nearly a year. However, a Methodist minister learning 
of this orphan child, took custody and shipped her to 
Honolulu to the Susannah Wesley Home for Asian Girls, 
an orphanage sponsored by the Methodist Church. 
Fortunately, due to her charm or audacity, she was 
taken in by the head of the Methodist Church to live as 
a member of his family. She spent her formative years, 
until her marriage, with this European American family. 
Because of the goodness and positive influence of this 
family, she was a staunch Methodist, until her dying 
day. She was a member of the Women's Christian 
Temperance Union, and she did not tolerate drinking or 
smoking in the house.

1



My grandparents were semiliterate. They could sign 
their names and read katakana, and so, in order to 
communicate with the village, they had to use the 
services of a professional letter writer.

I have a sister and two brothers. The four of us are 
college graduates. In addition, my sister and I are 
recipients of graduate degrees.

I fought in World War II. My two brothers fought in 
the Korean War.

This is an abbreviated capsule of my family history. 
However, there were events that occurred during that 
period, that profoundly impacted upon my life and my 
future.

In 1922, two years before my birth, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that Japanese were "aliens ineligible to 
citizenship." By that decision, Japanese nationals 
were prevented from becoming naturalized American 
citizens.

Two years later, on July 1, 1924, the Congress passed 
and the President signed into law, the Immigration 
Restriction Act of 1924. This law prohibited 
immigration of "aliens ineligible to citizenship." 
Since the Supreme Court had ruled that Japanese were 
"aliens ineligible to citizenship," this 1924 law 
singled out the Japanese for total exclusion, while all 
other races or ethnic groups were given the privilege 
of emigrating to the United States. Because of this 
law, my father was not able to be naturalized, and when 
he married my mother, she lost her American 
citizenship. Though she was born on American soil, she 
became an alien in her birthplace.

Because of the heavy and active recruiting of Japanese 
to work in the Hawaiian sugar plantations and 
construction projects on the mainland such as the 
railroads, a total of 295,820 Japanese immigrants were 
recorded between 1891 and 1924. Obviously, many left 
the United States to return to Japan. In 1920, the 
U.S. Census reported 111,010 Japanese-American 
residents in the United States. Of that number, almost 
90% lived in Hawaii.
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On December 7, 1941, Japanese Naval bombers attacked 
Pearl Harbor and three airbases on the Island of Oahu. 
This was the beginning of the Pacific War.

On February 19, 1942, Executive Order 9066 was issued, 
authorizing the U.S. Army to establish ten internment 
centers in seven states: Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Idaho, Utah, and Wyoming, to incarcerate 
approximately 120,000 men, women and children of 
Japanese ancestry. Most of those sent to these camps 
were American citizens. They were not charged with 
violations of any law. They were not accused or 
convicted of espionage. They were not traitors or 
criminals. The only "crime" committed was that they 
were Japanese.

On March 17, 1942, the Director of the Selective 
Service classified Japanese Americans as 4-C, "enemy 
aliens." Therefore, in the eyes of my country and my 
government, I was, together with many of my friends and 
classmates declared to be "enemy aliens." For many of 
us this was a painful insult, because like all American 
youth, we studied hard, obeyed the laws, and considered 
ourselves to be Americans to the core. Thousands of us 
petitioned Washington, to give us the opportunity to 
put on the uniform, and to prove and demonstrate our 
Americanism.

On February 1, 1943, because of the overwhelming 
numbers of petitioners, President Roosevelt announced 
the formation of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. And 
in his announcement, he declared, "Americanism is not 
and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.
Americanism is and has always been, a matter of heart 
and mind." Soon there after, the doors were open to 
us. More than 90% of the eligible Japanese Americans 
in Hawaii, volunteered. I was one of that number.

Because of wartime censorship, those of us in Hawaii 
were not aware of the internment camps, nor were we 
aware that thousands of young Japanese American men 
volunteered from these "barbed wire" concentration 
camps. To this day, I marvel at the patriotism and 
love of country demonstrated by those men who stepped 
forward to defend and die for our country...a country 
that treated them as enemy prisoners.
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This combat team, in about a year of intensive combat, 
received more medals and decorations than any other 
military unit of comparable size. The 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team was the most decorated unit in World War 
II. The casualties were extremely high. The combat 
team began its combat battles with approximately 5000 
men. During a year of combat, more than 14,000 had 
gone through its ranks.

In the Battle of the Texas Lost Battalion, a battle 
that lasted three days, this regiment suffered more 
than 800 casualties. It was a battle in which we were 
called upon to rescue a battalion of Texan troops that 
found themselves surrounded by a German division.

At the end of World War II, most of the men who 
survived and were physically or mentally fit to do so, 
took advantage of the GI Bill, and went on to colleges 
and institutions of higher learning.

In 1950, soon after the repeal of the 1924 Immigration 
Restriction Act, my parents were naturalized and 
finally became American citizens.

On August 10, 1988, the President signed into law, the 
Civil Liberties Act, authorizing an official 
Presidential apology on behalf of all Americans for the 
unconstitutional incarceration of innocent people 
during World War II, and to provide each of the 
survivors, a payment of $20,000. A few weeks ago, the 
final payment was made and the final apology was 
issued.

This brief sketch should indicate that, though our 
nation, like all nations is capable of committing 
wrongful acts, it can also rise to great heights of 
goodness and glory. I do not believe that there has 
been a country in recorded history that has publicly 
apologized for past sins. Believe me, I am extremely 
proud to be an American.
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But, this story does not end here -- it goes on. There 
are many lessons to be learned. And one is, 
notwithstanding the great Constitution of this land, 
Americans are capable of wrongful and regretful acts. 
At one time, we approved and justified slavery. We 
justified the massacres of Native Americans, and to 
this day, the pain is still felt by many thousands of 
Indians.

What happened to the Japanese in America can happen to 
members of any other ethnic group. The actions of the 
recent Congress show glimpses of racism. However, most 
were very subtle. One can sense that in many 
neighborhoods. If one should carefully listen to the 
winds, anti-Asian, anti-Hispanic, anti-African, anti- 
Jewish, anti-Islamic sentiments can be heard.

I still recall, not too many years ago, the brutal 
murder of an Asian in a Detroit bar. The accused were 
two unemployed auto workers. They were given suspended 
sentences because they admitted to the brutality, and 
told the Court that they thought he was a "Jap." It 
was at a time when anti-Japanese sentiment resurfaced, 
as a result of heavy importation of Japanese 
automobiles.

Today, we see other Asians being singled out. 
Obviously, if we are to prevent the recurrence of these 
unfortunate chapters in our history, we should be 
vigilant. But, vigilance alone, may not suffice. For 
example, I spoke with some pride of the Civil Liberties 
Act of 1988. However, it should be noted that at the 
time of the debate and the successful passage of this 
measure, there were four Japanese American members of 
the U.S. House of Representatives and three Japanese 
American members of the U.S. Senate. And all of us, to 
some degree, actively participated and brought about 
the successful conclusion. Today, there are two 
members remaining in the House and one in the Senate. 
And those three will not be there forever. One is in 
his 70's and two are in their 60's.
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Japanese Americans and Asians in general, in comparison 
with other ethnic groups, have done exceedingly well in 
the areas of higher education, jobs, and income. I 
note that at the time of the December 7 attack, there 
were about 10 Japanese Americans who were members of 
the California Bar. Today, it is estimated that the 
number far exceeds 2000. But, sadly and unfortunately, 
there are not too many who are interested in public 
service, especially, elected positions in legislative 
bodies.

In the years to come, God forbid, there may be a repeat 
of the Japanese experience. At that time, will there 
be sufficient voices to alert the nation? I hope that 
some of you in this audience today, will decide to show 
some interest in a career in public service -- to serve 
in the Legislature, to serve in the City or County 
Councils, to serve as Mayors, Governors or as members 
of Congress. It is an honorable career.

May I close by reminding ourselves of an often repeated 
statement, sometimes uttered in jest, but always with 
some degree of honesty..."All Asians look alike." A 
racist attack on a Chinese may have been intended for a 
Japanese, or vise versa -- Korean for Vietnamese, etc. 
None of us are immune from racist attacks.
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1922 - U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Japanese 
were- "aliens ineligible to citizenship."

1 924 - Immigration Restriction Act of 1,924 
was signed into law on July 1. This 
measu re ' proh i bi’ted immigration of 
"aliens ineligible to citizenship." 
Since the Supreme Court ruled that 
Japanese were "aliens ineligible to 
citizenship," only the Japanese were 
singled out in this 1924 law for total 
exclusi on.

February 19, 1942 - Executive Order 9066 
authorized the Army to establish 
10 internment centers in 7 states 
(Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado 
Idaho, Utah, Wyoming) to house 
approximately 120,000 men, women and 
children of Japanese ancestry. Most 
of those placed in the camps were 
American citizens. .

March 17, 1942 - The Director of the Selective 
Service amended the regulations to 
classify Japanese-AmerLeans as 4-C.

February 1 , 1 943 - President Roosevelt 
announced the formation of the 

- 442nd RCT, with the famous words, 
"Americanism is not, and never was, 
a matter of race or ancestry."



MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator

FROM: Scott Nishimoto

DATE: October 2, 1998

RE: Information you requested regarding immigration 
from Japan.

1. Immigration to Hawaii

In 1868, the Hawaiian Trading Commissioner stationed in 
Tokyo recruited 150 Japanese to work in Hawaii's sugar 
plantation, signing them to three-year contracts. These 
first emigrants were called the gannen-mono or "first year 
men," a reference to their departure during the first year 
of the Meiji era. Eventually, most of the gannen-mono were 
returned to Japan at the planters' expense.

Between 1891 and 1920, emigration to Hawaii increased 
enormously. The precise numbers are not known because the 
new arrivals were not accurately monitored, nor did all who 
came stayed, but by 1920 the Japanese population in Hawaii 
had reached 109 / 294­

2. Immigration to the United States

The first Japanese immigrants to the United States came to 
California in 1869. There were a total of 27 Japanese 
immigrants total in this group, which would be later known 
as the Lost Colony of Wakamatsu (the name of their native 
prefecture). They were led by a European named Schnell, who 
started a settlement just north of Sacramento. The 
settlement ultimately collapsed as a result of crop failure 
and other problems, and the settlers left no trace except 
for a gravestone marked "Okei," a memorial to a 19 year old 
girl who was possibly the first Japanese woman to die in 
this country.

Beginning in the 1890's, the number of immigrants to the 
United States from Japan grew rapidly. Between 1891 and 
1924, a total of 295,820 Japanese immigrants was recorded, 
while additional illegal and unrecorded Japanese filtered in 
from Canada and Mexico. Not everyone who came stayed, and 
some entered and left several times, so that the actual 
number of resident Japanese was somewhat lower than recorded 
numbers. In 1920, the U.S. Census reported 111,010



Japanese-American residents and 138,834 in 1930.

3. Manj iro

The first Japanese to live in the United States for any 
length of time was Manjiro Nakahama. In January 1841, when 
Manjiro was 14, he and four other villagers set out on a 
fishing expedition from their village of Nakanohama. A 
storm came up, and they drifted for 13 days before reaching 
a small, uninhabited island. Five months later, they were 
rescued by the whaler John Howland from New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, whose captain was William Whitfield.

Captain Whitfield took a liking to Manjiro. The four other 
castaways were left in Honolulu, but Manjiro accepted 
Whitfield's invitation to visit the United States. Captain 
Whitfield had trouble with Japanese names, so he changed 
Manjiro's name to John Mung. Manjiro lived in New Bedford 
for three years with Captain Whitfield.

Manjiro was then offered a berth on a ship called the 
Franklin being outfitted for a whaling cruise. On May 15, 
1846, with Captain Whitfield's blessing, he set sail across 
the Atlantic. In October, the Franklin docked in Honolulu. 
Seven years had passed since Manjiro had left his Japanese 
friends there. Manjiro was reunited with three of his four 
friends, one had passed away. A month later, Manjiro left 
Honolulu and returned to Boston. On October 5, 1852, he 
returned to Nakanohama.

4. Joseph Heco

The first Japanese to become an American citizen was 
Hikozaemon, better known as Joseph Heco. Heco was 14 years 
old in 1850 when the ship he was on was severely damaged by 
a storm. The American sailing ship Auckland rescued the 
survivors and took them to San Francisco. Heco went to 
school, got a job with the collector of customs, eventually 
went to Baltimore where he attended a Catholic school, and 
became a naturalized citizen. In 1859 he returned to Japan 
and was hired as an interpreter at the U.S. consulate.



Claremont McKenna College
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The Family of Benjamin Z. Gould 
Center for Humanistic Studies

Senator Daniel K. Inouye 
772 Hart Building
Washington, DC 20510-1102

10 September 1998

Dear Senator Inouye:

I write this letter to confirm the terms and conditions under which you will participate in the 
Gould Center for Humanistic Studies’ speakers series that will be held at Claremont McKenna 
College this coming autumn.

Professor David Yoo, our sage and indefatigably resourceful program director, has put 
together a series that will excite, uplift, and enlighten not only the students and faculty of 
Claremont, but members of the greater collegiate and lay community as well. The speakers 
series in which you will be participating will complement and amplify the undergraduate 
seminar, “The State of Asian America: Identity, Politics, and Culture,” which Professor Yoo 
himself will teach during the fall semester of Academic Year 1998-99. You may be familiar 
with the series’ other participants: Chang-rae Lee, author of the critically acclaimed, prize­
winning novel, Native Speaker, Dr. Sucheta Mazumdar, Professor of History at Duke 
University and an expert of international renown on Asian studies; Renee Tajima-Pena, the 
award-winning documentary film-maker and director of Who Killed Vincent Chin? and My 
America', and other prominent public figures in the arts and government service . The seminar 
and speakers series are sponsored by the Gould Center for Humanistic Studies, a Claremont 
McKenna College research institute of which Professor Ricardo J. Quinones is Director, and 
Dr. Jay Martin Interim Director.

The venue for your presentation will be the Marian Miner Cook Athenaeum, a rather 
resplendent forum that is located at the center of the Claremont McKenna College campus. 
Past Athenaeum speakers have included a host of prominent figures from the academy, film, 
literature, and national and international politics: Harry Wu, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Richard 
Rodriguez, Rita Dove, Michael Dukakis, and Henry Kissinger, to name but a few.

Your presentation, for which you will receive an honorarium of $5,000.00, is scheduled for 
Monday, October 12 (1998), at 6:45 p.m., following a reception at 5:30 and dinner at 
6:00. (We understand that you have requested, in lieu of this honorarium, that the Gould 
Center instead make a $5,000.00 charitable donation on your behalf. Please let us know to 
which organization, service, or individuals you would like us to direct this emolument.) Your 
talk should run approximately 45 to 50 minutes, and will be followed by a brief period (10-20 
minutes) during which time you will be asked to field questions from an audience comprised 
of students, faculty, and townspeople. Following the Q & A session, Professor Yoo and his
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seminar students (a group of perhaps 10-12 undergraduates) will meet in the Athenaeum 
ibrary for a brief, informal discussion. This last session is an intimate and friendly gathering 

and one for which you of course need do little, if anything, in the way of preparation.

Professor Yoo informs me that you will be staying in downtown Los Angeles on the dates 
surrounding your Claremont engagement, and that Irene Hirano, Executive Director of the 
Japanese-American National museum, will see to your transportation between Los Angeles 
and Claremont. &

To process your honorarium check and publicize your lecture in the Athenaeum Fortnightly, 
we will need, respectively, your social security number (or Federal Tax ID number), a title for 
your talk, a short biography or curriculum vitae, and a publicity photo. In order to expedite 
payment and afford the Fortnightly staff sufficient time to publish our announcement, we ask 
t at you send this information and material at your earliest convenience to me at the following 
address: &

Gould Center for Humanistic Studies
Bauer Center
Claremont McKenna College
500 E. Ninth Street
Claremont, CA 91711-6400

All of us here at Claremont McKenna College-and particularly the Gould Center-are 
enormously excited about our fall program. We are grateful to David Yoo for having so 
expeditiously engaged such an outstanding roster of speakers, and for communicating to you 
you °Wn SpeClf'C needs ™d We all look forward to meeting you and learning from

Sincerely,

Richard J. Drake I

Assistant Director, Goulu Center for Humanistic Studies

copy: David K. Yoo

2


