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paia House in Tanapag Village was one of the few structures to be seriously damaged by Typhoon Gilda in Saipan.
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TYPHOON GILDA HITS MARIANAS AIR MICRONESIA WINS TT CONTRACT

o Secretary of the Interior Stewart L,

The Mariana Islands were the victims
of Micronesia's most recent typhoon,

Typhoon Gilda passed just south of Rota
Island Monday morning, November 13, caus-
ing extensive property damage, Winds from
the typhoon also harassed and caused some
damage in Saipan, Tinian and Guam,

Gilda arrived in the Marianas just 12
days after Typhoon Emma passed between
Yap and Palau, causing considerable dam-
age to Yap's roads and agriculture,

In spite of winds reported at over 100
miles per hour passing over Rota, only
eight minor injuries there were attributed
to the storm, However, at least 80 per-
cent of the buildings in Rota were esti-
mated to have been destroyed or severely
damaged, according to first reports from
the stricken island,

High Commissioner William R, Norwood
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Udall announced last week that after ex-
tended negotiations with all interested
airlines and careful evaluation of the
proposals the Interior Department has se-
lected Continental Airlines as the carrier
to provide service to and within the Trust
Territory for the next five years,

The Secretary said that "the jet age
has come to Micronesia, Continental has
agreed to inaugurate its service with the
Boeing 727-100QC, This will permit the
carriage of both passengers and cargo at
speeds that will encourage tourism and
promote economic development in the area,"

Continental will undertake a vigorous
program of travel promotion to the Trust
Territory designed to improve the economy
of the islands, As part of this promotion
it will construct a hotel in each of the
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