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hae House in Tanapag Village was one of the few structures to be seriously damaged by Typhoon Gilda in Saipan. 
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The Mariana Islands were the victims 
of Micronesia's most recent typhoon, 

Typhoon Gilda passed just south of Rota 
Island Monday morning, November 13, caus- 
ing extensive property damage, Winds from 

the typhoon also harassed and caused some 

damage in Saipan, Tinian and Guam, 

Gilda arrived in the Marianas just 12 

days after Typhoon Emma passed between 

Yap and Palau, causing considerable dam- 

age to Yap's roads and agriculture, 

In spite of winds reported at over 100 
miles per hour passing over Rota, only 
eight minor injuries there were attributed 

to the storm, However, at least 80 per- 

cent of the buildings in Rota were esti-~ 

mated to have been destroyed or severely 

damaged, according to first reports from 

the stricken island, 
High Commissioner William R, Norwood 

Continued on page 3 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L, 
Udall announced last week that after ex- 

tended negotiations with all interested 
airlines and careful evaluation of the 

proposals the Interior Department has se- 
lected Continental Airlines as the carrier 

to provide service to and within the Trust 

Territory for the next five years, 

The Secretary said that "the jet age 
has come to Micronesia, Continental has 

agreed to inaugurate its service with the 
Boeing 727-100QC, This will permit the 

carriage of both passengers and cargo at 

speeds that will encourage tourism and 

promote economic development in the area,” 
Continental will undertake a vigorous 

program of travel promotion to the Trust 

Territory designed to improve the economy 

of the islands, As part of this promotion 

it will construct a hotel in each of the 
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six principal oulation centers of the 

Territory, on a schedule of two starts in 

each of the first three years, 

Continental is committed to substantial 

expenditures each year throughout the 

term of the contract for tourist promo~ 

tion, Moreover, Continental will provide 

passenger and cargo rates and promotional 
arrangements which will further encourage 
the development of a tourist industry, 

Continental will conduct operations 
through an organization known as Air 

Micronesia, Initially, Air Micronesia 
will be owned 31 percent by Continental, 

20 percent by Aloha Airlines, and 49 per- 
cent by the United Micronesian Develop= 

ment Association, 

The United Micronesian Development As= 

sociation is a Trust Territory corporation 

representing business interests throughout 

all districts of the Territory, After 

five years it will be afforded an oppor- 

tunity to acquire an additional 2 percent 

of the stock and effective control of the 
corporation, 

Continental will engage in a vigorous 
training program for Micronesians and 
will staff its entire operation with 

Micronesians as rapidly as possible, 

Direct service between Honolulu and 
the Trust Territory is contingent upon 

action by the Civil Aeronautics Board, 
The Secretary said that the Interior De- 

partment would urge action to permit ser- 

vice to Honolulu, because, as he stated, 
"The Honolulu gateway is crucial to ail 

phases of Trust Territory development,’ 

Guam Pan American manager Willis H, 
Snyder told Guam newspapers that Pan 
American has made an offer to the Inte~- 
rior Department to extend its contract 
until an orderly transition of air ser- 
vice can be arranged with Air Micronesia, 

MILNER ARRIVES FOR STATUS TALKS 

Assistant Director of the Office of 

Territories George Milner arrived in Sai- 

pan Wednesday to meet with members of the 

Congress of Micronesia'’s Future Political 
Status Commission, : 

Milner said his trip to Saipan was in 

answer to the specific request of the 

Congress of Micronesia that the Department 

of Interior be represented during the 

Commission's opening deliberations, 
Rep, Lazarus Salii ennounced that the 

commission's opening meeting, originally 
scheduled for November 15, has been post- 
poned until November 20, due to disruption 
of air service by Typhoon Gilda, Salii 
has been designated as temporary. chatraan 
of the commission, 

Milner, who plans to remain in Saipan 
one week, said he will hold discussions 
with the various members of the commission 
as they arrive in Saipan from the districts, 

In addition to Salii, members of the 
commission are Sen, Francis Nuuan, Rep, 

Petrus Mailo, Sen, Bailey Olter, Sen, 
Amata Kabua and Sen, Francisco Palacios, 

The commission was established by the 
Congress of Micronesia during its 1967 
session to study the possible future pol- 
itical alternatives open to the Trust 
Territory and to help educate the. peo- 
ple of Micronesia about the forthcoming 
decision, 

MATSUNAGA INTRODUCES FREE ENTRY 8ILL 

Hawaiian Rep, Spark Matsunaga is the 
latest member of the United States Cong- 
ress to introduce legislation which would 
grant the right of free entry into the 

United States to citizens of the Trust 
Territory, 

Under present law, Micronesian citizens 
may enter the U.S. only if a visa is first 
obtained, Such procedure would be revised 
under the proposed Act so as to require 
only an identification certificate from 
persons seeking entry, 

Speaking in support of his bill, the 
Hawaii Democrat emphasized America's re- 
sponsibilities under the United Nations 
trusteeship to the people of the Trust 
Territory, He stated that the territorial 
citizens have the utmost esteem for the 
U.S., and many of the young men, although 
compelled in no way whatsoever, have vol=- 
unteered for service in our Armed Forces, 
Moreover, according to Matsunaga, the 
Territory's leaders are generally those 
who have received their education at Amer- 
ican colleges and universities, 

Said Matsunaga: "The Trust Territory 
citizens would receive well-deserved re- 
cognition from the country to which they 
look for protection, and to which they 
have constantly demonstrated loyalty, by 
this legislation which would grant them 
free entry and the resulting advantages 
for acquiring naturalized citizenship," 

Matsunaga’s bill is the fourth "free 
immigration" measure to be introduced in 
the Congress this year, The others are 
sponsored by Sen, Quentin Burdick, (D, - 
N.D.); Rep. Rogers C, B, Morton, (R, - Md.) 
and Rep, Hugh L, Carey, (D, = N.Y.); and 
by Rep, Richard C, White, (D, - Tex,) and 
Rep, Roy A, Taylor, (D. = N,C,). 

REGULAR AIR SCHEDULE RESUMED 

Due to Typhoon Gilda, Trust Territory 
Air Service schedules were disrupted for 
several days, According to Assistant 

Commissioner for Resources and Develop~ 
ment Paul L, Winsor, the regular schedule 
would resume Friday, November 17, 

Flights 400/401 to Majuro and back to 
Guam on the 13th and 14th of November 

were cancelled as were Flights 200/201 

to Koror and back to Saipan on the 15th 
and 16th, 

The Guam Saipan flight resumed service 

Tuesday, November 15, after a one day can- 
cellation on November 14, the day Typhoon 

Gilda struck, 

 


