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Stayman refutes Reyes’ accusations:

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
INSULAR Affairs Director Allen
Stayman dented yesterday he is
engaged in a “smear campaign”
against the CNMI, saying that
every piece of information he
feeds to the Clinton Administra-
tion is true. _

“The truth is often both painful
and complex, as I am sure Senator
Reyes knows,” Stayman said, re-
acting to Sen. Pete Reyes’s state-
ment that the OIA chief is only
interested in “smearing the name
of the CNML.”

Reyes, in a letter to Speaker
Newt Gingrich, said the propos-
als made by President Clintonand
some members of U.S. Congress
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Allen Stayman

to federalize the CNMI’s immi-
gration and minimum wage were
triggered by Stayman’s *“outright

misrepresentation of the truth.”

Freeze hiring bill one step
away from becoming law

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
THE BILL thatimposes a mora-
torium on the hiring of alien
workers is expected to be trans-
mitted to Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio
today for his signature.

The House of Representatives
approved the Senate-amended
version of House Bill 11-31 but
only after a lengthy debate.

Opponents of the measure
were hesitant to support the bill
fearing it may hurt the invest-
ment climate in the CNML

“I don’t think so,” said Rep.
Oscar M. Babauta, one of those
who voted for the measure, “as it

actually aliows for some breath-
ing-space for our businesses.

*“But we need to seriously re-
assess our policy pertaining to
the importation of foreign work-
ers, see how much oureconomy
needs,” said the lawmaker from
Chalan Kanoa.

After hours of floor delibera-
tions, the House leadership mus-
tered enough votes to get it -
through without altering the
amendments put in the bill by
the upper chamber of Legisla-
ture. ‘

Itnow goes straightto Tenorio
who has expressed support for

Continued on page 20

Mayor’s Office estimates
‘400 junk cars on Saipan’

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THERE could be more than 400
junk cars abandoned all over the
island, according to the Mayor’s

WeATHER
Ourlook

Partly cloudy with
light showers

PAC NEWSPAPER STACKS

Office.

In an interview, Francisco P.
Sablan, Community Special
Projects Coordinator said more
than half of these were left behind
by tenants of rented apartments.

“There is a lot of junk cars on
the island,” said Sablan.

“If I'm going to use a ballpark
figure, I can guarantee you that in
one year, we can pick up more
than 400 cars, junk cars,” he
added.

Sablan said “roughly” 50 junk
vehicles have been picked up by
the Mayor's Office since the
clean-updrive began last Jan. 12.

He said more junk cars can be
picked up at a faster rate had the
Mayor's Office have more flatbed
trucks with which to haul these
vehicles.

Continuéd on page 20

Another proposal made by the
Clinton Administrationis toscrap
the CNMI’s duty-free privileges
under Headnote 3A.

“Angry over-simplificationsdo
not help the dialogue,” Stayman
said. “Thatforeign garment manu-
facturers are using the CNMI to
circumvent U.S. quota and tariff
laws is not a smear, but a fact.”

He added that he has “done my
best to present the complicated
truth about the CNMI's unusual
labor, migration and trade prob-

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
CABLE subscribers who have
been complaining about services
since the time the merger of
Marianas Cable Vision and Saipan
Cable TV took place last year
may now heave a sigh of relief.

MCYV General Manager Joe
Butters said the cable company
has been preparing a unified pro-
gram lineup for subscribers in
Saipan and Tinian, as the firm
gears up for the last stages of its
consolidation with SCTV.

“The MCV channel lineup has
been one of the toughest things
for us to put together,” Butters

Continued on page 20

lems.”

He said that this situation was
described as “intolerable™ by the
Reagan Administration twelve
years ago.

“If my characterizations are
‘misrepresent[ing] the truth,” why
did Reagan and Bush officials,
and Time Magazine, ABC, Inside
Edition, the Associated Press, the
Reader’s Digest and the Philadel-
phia Inquirer, all of whom sent
people to the CNMLI, return with
similar conclusions to those of

arianas ‘Vzlrzet

‘No OIA smear drive’

the Clinton Administration?”
Stayman asked.

The OIA chlef also demed
Reyes’s suspicion that his
(Stayman’s) actions and state-
ments “may have been motivated
by his hatred of our former gover-
nor.”

“I do not hate the former gov-
ernor. Further, my personal rela-
tionships have nothing to do with
the Administration’s recommen-
dations regarding the CNMI,”
Stayman said.

Garapan School third graders are al/ ears as KZM/ rad/o disc-, jockey “M/ss T” reads them a book about The
T/tan/c The lady DJ was a celebrity reader during a “celebrn‘y reading” program.

Photo by Laila C. Younis

House urges Teno: Shut
down erring companies

.
: JésUé T.'Attao»

By Mar-Vlc c Munar
‘ Vanety News Slalf

. 'THE HOUSE -of Representa-»

‘tives yesterday 'unanimously
adopted aresolutionurging Gov.

Pedro P. Tenorio to immedi- .

ately shut down all business es-

tablishments found violating the
CNMI laws.
* “The continuous violations by

[these business establishments)

have given the Commonweaith
a negative reputation nationally
and internationally,” said House
Resolution 11-21, filed by Vice
Speaker Jesus T. Attao.

Attao’s resolution originally
targetted erring employers
within the garment sector but
House members decided to also

- crack the whip on mdustry asa
whole.:

“Speaker Dlego T Benavente
said that while “there is focus on
the garment industry,” the House
members decided that all emng
businesses “should be given

-equal treatment.” * a3

Continued on page 20 -
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PENTAGON

W‘ASH INGTUN

Defense Secretary William Cohen, left, with Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Henry Shelton, meets reporters at
the Pentagon Monday. Cohen has said Irag must show proof it had deotroyed weapons of mass destruction.

Iraq must provide proof of
destroyed weapons—Cohen

By JIM ABRAMS
WASHINGTON (AP) _ Irag’s
Saddam Husseinwill not gain anend
tocrippling trade sanctions merely by
opening up his presidential sites to
U.N. weapons inspectors, Defense
Secretary William Cohen says.

“What is required is Saddam
Hussein. and his officials, to produce
evidence that they have in fact de-
stroyed weapons of mass destruc-
tion. They have not done so to date,”
Cohen said Sunday on Cable News
Network’s **Late Edition.”

He said the deal worked out be-
tween U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annanand Saddam lastmonth, which
averted a U.S. military suike, has
resulted in U.N. inspectors getting
access (o previously off-limit sites in

Iraq.

As expected, the inspectors have
found no evidence of chemical or
biological weapons, Cohen said.

What is more important, he said, is
that people realize that “it’s not sim-
ply amatter of these inspectors going
outand basically tryingtofind chemi-
cally tipped or biologically tipped
needlesinahaystack whichisthe size
of the state of Wyoming. That’s not
the test and measure of success.”

Thatiswhy, Cohensaid, the United
States will insist “‘before there can be
anyreliefinsight forSaddamHussein
or the Iraqi people, as far as the sanc-
tions are concemed, that they must
produce proof positive.”

The Iragis must show proof that
they have destroyed all the missiles

LIBERTY
SHOPPING

AP

thathad chemical and biological war-
heads,and destroyed all their 1 30tons
of chemical precursors and 15,600
biological munitions, Cohen said.

But,he added: “Theyhave failedto
do so, and until such time as they do,
we cannot say there has been compli-
ance.”

Destructionof all weapons of mass
destruction was one of the commit-
ments Iraq made to end the Gulf War
in 1991. U.N. inspectors must verify
that Iraq has done so before trade
sanctions against it can be lifted.

OnFriday, Richard Butler, chief of
the inspection teams, told Britain’s
BBC-TV that inspectors were not
satisfied that Iraq was revealing ev-
erything about its weapons, espe-

Continued on paae 20

WASHINGTON (AP) _The De-
partment of Transportation has ap-
proved 106 new weekly flights to
Japanunderanagreementresulting
from the recently updated aviation
pact between the world’s two larg-
est economies, the agency said
Monday.

Theagieementtentativelyawards
theflights tosix airlines: American,
Continental, Delta, ‘Hawaiian,
Northwest and Trans World Air-
lines. The cities getting the new
service to Japan are: Atlanta; Bos-
ton; Chicago; Dallas/Fort Worth;
Detroit; Houston; Maui, Hawaii;
Los Angeles; Newark, New Jersey;
New York; Portland, Oregon; San
Francisco;and St. Louis.  Trans-
portation Secretary Rodney Slater
and Japanese Transport Minister
Takao Fujii signed the agreement
over the weekend.

*This is an example of govem-
ment, industry and public working
together for the good of all,” Slater
said in a statement.

DOT approves 106
new flights to Japan

*“Ouraction lays the groundwork
forairlines, travelers and communi-
ties soon to enjoy the enormous
benefits that this groundbreaking
agreement will bring.”

A final decision on the flight
awards will follow a comment pe-
riod over the next few weeks.

The agreementis aresuitofaJan.
30 accord that updated a 46-year-
old “‘open skies” treaty governing
airline service between the United
States and Japan, '

The four-year deal grants United
and Northwest airlines and Federal
Express unlimited access to Japan
and therighttofly toJapan from any
U.S. city.

Japan’s No. 2 carrier, All
Nippon Airways, gained unre-
stricted rights to a number of
U.S. destinations under the deal.
Japan Airlines, the country’s
largest passenger carrier, already
had unrestricted access to U.S.
cities under the original agree-
ment.

Chinese, US companies
sign satellite agreement

BELJING (AP) _ China Great Wall
Industries Corp. willlaunchfive Loral
Space and Communications Co. sat-
ellites into orbit by March 2002, state
news media reported Tuesday.

The agreement signed Monday by
theChineselaunchsupplierandLoral,
aU.S. satellite supplier, sets the dates
for two of the launches, one in the
third quarter of 2000 and the other in
the first quarter of 2001, the China
Daily reported. The other dates re-
main to be set.

The Chinese company will use its
Long March 3B, China’s most ad-
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vanceddomestically producedrocket,
the report said. Details about the sat-
ellites were not released.

China Great Wall's only other
multiple launch agreement was signed
inJune with U.S -based Hughes Tele-
communication and Space Co.

Chinahasimproved its Long March
rockets aftera series of failures in 1995
and 1996, the report said. The Long
March 3B carried out two successful
missions last year.

The maiden launch of the Long
March 3B in Feb. 1996 failed because
of afault in the control system.

The rocket veered off course 22
seconds after leaving the Xichang
launching pad and slammed into a
hillside, killing 6 people and injuring
57.

Industrlahst
eyed as dJ. apan s

new central ~ -

TOKYO (AP) _ Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto on Friday will
officially appoint industrialist and
former central bank official Masaru
Hayami to be the next governor of
the scandal-plagued Bank of Japan,
the govemment’stopspokesmanssaid
Tuesday.

In announcing the appointment,
Chief Cabinet Secretary Kanezo
Muraokatold anews conference that
the 72-year-old Hayami is “the best
person for the job ... (his) interna-
tional reputation is very high.”

Hashimoto's decision comes after
incumbent BOJ govemor Yasuo
Matsushitacxpressed hisintentionto
step down last Wednesday follow-
ing the arrest of a senior central bank
official on influence-peddling
charges.

Yasuyuki Yoshizawa, chief of the
central bank 's Capital Markets Divi-
sion, was taken into custody last
Wednesday for allegedly accepting

Continued on page 20
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By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SUPERIOR Court .Associate
Judge Timothy Bellas has tempo-
rarily prevented Finance acting
Secretary Esther Calvo and the
department from issuing any fur-
ther licenses for pachinko slot
machines.

This developed as Bellas
granted arequestof Elm’s Inc. for
a temporary restraining order en-
joining Calvo from issuing fur-
ther pachinko slot machine li-
censes until its case is resolved.

“The court finds from the peti-
tion, declaration and exhibits sub-
mitted that the potential injury to
petitioner (Elm’s) is loss of all
opportunity to obtain licenses for
pachinkoslot machines and it may
be irreparable because the num-
ber of licenses is limited by law,”
Bellas said in the order issued
Monday.

Elm’s, Inc., doing business as
Town and Country Amusement,

e
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b

ENRIR- WO 4

Timothy Bellas

asked the court to issue a TRO
and preliminary injunction against
Calvo to stop further issuance of
such licenses.

Elm’s, through counsel Jay
Sorensen, said the company sub-
mitted last Feb. 23 its application
for 177 pachinko slot machine
licenses that were no longer ac-
tive and were available for
relicensing.

The petitioner said after paying

Ayuyu: Labor violators to
be expelled from Chamber

Joe C. Ayuyu

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
EMPLOYERS who may have been
found violating business and labor
laws will lose accreditation from the
Saipan Chamber of Commerce, a
business sector leader disclosed.

Chamber president Joe C. Ayuyu
said he mayevenagoasfarasurging
the government to revoke the license
of the violator to serve as lesson to
otherbusinessmen whomay be think-
ing of or who are in similar activities.

Ayuyusaid the governmentshould
also take drastic steps to investigate
garment manufacturing companies
thatareengaged intransshipping prod-
ucts from other Asian countries via
Saipan.

“Those people should be investi-
gated. It [transshipment].is against
faircompetitionandbusinessethics,”
he told Variety.

Eight companies on Saipan are on
the list of garment manufacturers al-

legedly transshiping garment prod-
ucts from China, Korea, Hong Kong
and the Philippines.

And if Ayuyu will have it his way,
he will immediately resort to the re-
vocation of the erring businessmen’s
licenses should they be found guilty
of violating CNMI and federal busi-
ness and labor laws.

“Ifthey areengaged inillegal busi-
ness activities, they should be closed
down,” he stressed.

Ayuyu said the Chamber is also
benton cleaning and policing itsown
ranks as he vowed to work for the
cancellation of the erring employers’
accreditation with the local business
organization.

“If we find members of the Cham-
ber violating business ethics, we will
expel them from the organization,”
he added.

He said a violation *‘is a violation
no matter how small or big the busi-
nessis,” and that the violator must be
reprimanded and penalized accord-
ingly.

Ayuyu lauded the series of inspec-
tions conducted by the CNMI gov-
emment on garment manufacturing
plants on Saipan for possible viola-
tionof local and federal laws.

He said he is hoping that the
govemnment’s move against erring
employers is not confined within the
principles of “manana habit”, or a
possible eventual repeal of reforms
that have been enacted as it previ-
ously was.

the required $354,000 fee to Fi-
nance, the firm ordered 100
pachinko machines of a type that
would conform to the definition
in Public Law 9-29 at a cost of
$215,000.

Sorensen in the petition said
Calvo advised Elm’s that the Di-
vision of Revenue and Taxation
of Finance must be in receipt of a
completed application as well as
the fees before it would review its
request.

Sorensen explained that the ef-
fect of Calvo’s rejection of the
application is that it results in
nullification of the intent of P.L.
10-89 because it only allows li-
censing of pachinkomachines that
are already in the Commonwealth.

In granting TRO, Bellas ordered
Calvo and her “agents, servants,
employees and attorneys and all
persons in active concert and par-
ticipation with them be and are
hereby restrained fromissuing any

Pachinko licensing halted

further licenses for pachinko slot
machines.”

Bellas satd the respondent shall
show cause, on March 26 why a
preliminary injunction should not
be issued enjoining respondent
and agents from issuing any fur-
ther licenses for pachinko slot
machines.

The judge said the temporary
order shall remain in effect until
the hearing for preliminary in-
junction.

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
FOLLOWING allegation made
by the Department of the Inte-
rior that “abortion industry” ex-
ists in the CNMI, a House mem-
ber introduced yesterday a bill
imposing criminal penalties for
abortion—a proposal likely to
stir a legal debate.

House Bill 11-152, drafted by
the Attorney General’s Office
and sponsored by Rep. Oscar
Babauta, provides that any per-
son found performing unautho-
rized abortion would be sent to
jail for 10years or fined $20,000.

“If the woman dies as a result
of the abortion,” the bill said,

“the punishment shall be a jail
sentence of more than 30 years
andnotless thanfive years. A fine
of not more than $50,000 may be
imposed.”

The bill criminalizes the termi-
nation of pregnancy when “in the
best judgment of the physician,
the unborn child has reached the
state of viability.”

The bill, however, grants ex- -

ception to “cases of pregnancy
due to rape or incest or in cases
where, in the best judgment of the
physician the pregnancy poses
significant threat to the mother’s
life.”

The abortion issue surfaced
when Insular Affairs Director

- people’s lives.”

Anti-abortion bill filed in House!

Allen Stayman disclosed last
week a private investigation re-
port which said that an “illegal
abortion industry” exists in the
CNMI and that it was allegedly
organized by the garment manu-
facturers.

Bishop Tomas A. Camacho
On Sunday issued a pastoral let-
ter denouncing abortion.

While saying that the allega-
tions “are not proven facts,”
Camacho said the Catholic
Churchand the community “can
not simply turn away from this
situation as if it is just another
problem that does notaffect most

Continued on page 20

RANDOM CHECK. Two labor andimmigration agents confer with each
other during Monday’s unannounced inspection of the Hyunjin Saipan

Inc. (formerly S.R. Garments Saipan) in Gualo Rai.

Photo by Jojo Dass

Blll to restore

MVB autonomy

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
UNDER the Senate bill restoring
semi-autonomy to the Marianas
Visitors Bureau, the Department
of Commerce will cease its ad-
ministrative and coordinative
functions over the MVB.

MVB’s 1 4 board members will
also be trimmed to its original
number, nine. _

The bill, inroduced Friday last
week by Sen. Pete P. Reyes, re-
peals section 302(b) of Executive
Order 94-3, which placed the
MVB under Commerce. This
setup has sometimes caused irri-
tants between the two offices.

The DOC has authority over
the MVB for purposes of admin-
istration and coordination, under
section 302(b).

However, this doesn’t mean that
the MV isintegrated intothe DOC.
Nor does the MVB report to or
serve under the direction of the
Commerce secretary.

Under the meaning of “for pur-
poses and administration,” the

Continued on page 20

CRM opposes bill giving DPW power to regulate sand mining

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE Coastal Resources Manage-
ment is opposing a bill that would
give the Department of Public
Works regulatory powers over
sand mining operations.

House Bill 11-82, proposed to
be known as the Beach Preserva-
tion Act of 1998, gives the Public
Works secretary the authority to

issue permit for sand mining.
“Webelieve the removal of sand
from beaches and other areas
within the Commonwealth is al-.
ready adequately regulated
under Coastal Resources Man-
agementrules and regulations,
and there is, therefore, norea-
son toinvolve the Department
of Public Works in the regula-
tion of sand removal,” the

CRM said Friday throughJohn
F. Furey, who was acting director
last week.

Furey pointed out to House
committee on natural resourcres
chair Manuel A. Tenorio in his
letter that CRM rules and regula-
tions prohibit the taking of sand
from the “shoreline area of par-
ticular concern” for purposes other
than cultural.

Also, the same rules and regu-
lations require mining activities
and quarries major siting permits
from the CRM.

“When sand needs to be dis-
posed of from operations it is
stockpiled by CRM in coopera-
tion with the Department of Pub-
lic Works. When this sand is
needed for cultural purposes such
as for use on graves or school

yards, it is distributed. So, in
actual fact, no sand for any reason
is removed from Commonwealth
beaches,” Furey stressed.

Furey alsosaid that as““ourtour-
ist industry depends in part upon
our maintenance of beautiful,
sandy beaches...,so it is in the
interest of the Commonwealth to
preserve all the sand on these
beaches.”
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Closing in on the iceberg

THE *“unsinkable ship” sank.

A bit late for a movie review, but you can’t just forget Titanic
, which, incidentally, was produced on a titanic budget that
could fuel the CNMI government for more than one fiscal year.
Next to federalization and the mysterious Gray Report, Tiranic
probably ranks No. 2 in the list of the currently most-talked-
about things on Saipan.

Titanic is a love story between an artistic drifter, Jack
Dowson (Leonardo DiCaprio), and a lonely doomed-to-be-mar-
ried aristocrat, Rose (Kate Winslet). She is trapped in a suffo-
cating world of mundane concerns. She meets Jack, who would
later teach her how to spit and introduce her to a life that is full
of life and complete freedom that gave her strength to rebel
against the hypocricy of her world. They fall in love, of course.

But enough of the love story. They didn’t live happily ever
after. Jack died. '

What makes the movie rivetting is the presence of all elements
of ahuman drama staged in a lavish ship. Tiranic gives a vivid
contrast interplay of heroism and frailty. As on battlefield,
desperation brings forth not only deeds of valor and self-
sacrifice but acts of fear and instinct for self-preservation.

If youhaven'tseen Tiranic, and don’t get what I'm saying, GO
SEE IT! You don’t know what you're missing.

¥k

More than anything else, Tiranic offers a lesson in history. It
is a powerful legend of the “unsinkable ship” that epitomized
the ultra-optimism and arrogant complacency of an era.

The designers and owners of Titanic , before she set on the
maiden voyage, were sure of her seaworthiness, so much so that
they thought the ship was her own lifeboat. “Even God couldn’t
sink this ship,” a pursar was quoted as saying in Walter Lord’s
book, A Night 1o Remember.

The ship’s officers received iceberg warnings from Marconi
wireless radio transmissions, which they ignored—until they
fatally hit one while cruising on high speed at night.

Historical accounts attribute the tragedy to the conflicting
decisions made by the ship’s officers. While approaching the
iceberg, they were unable to decide whether to stop the ship or

make a sudden turn. They did both when only one of two options.

might have saved her.

Now on a star-lit sea, the arithmetic was fatally clear: 2,227
passengers were on board the ship, but her lifeboats could
accommodate only 1,178. To cut the story short, only 700 souls
were saved and over 1,500 perished into the ocean when Titanic
reached her final account on April 12, 1912.

* k ¥k

Titanic also provides an analogy for the current state of the CNMI
which was hailed as an “unsinkable ship,” although framed on what
seems to be a faulty architecture that is the Covenant. The treaty, for
example, contains sloppy wording that allows a loose interpretation of
the U.S. laws, depending on what is convenient to whom.

There have been ““iceberg wammings” flashed to the CNMI govern-
ment by labor activists, human rights advocates, the U.S. mainland
press, notto mention the feds. They say there are labor abuses, minimum
wage underpayment, uncontrolled immigration, alleged transshipment
by some garment factories and forced abortions. The Marconi reads: “If
you don’t put your house in order, we will take over.”

Now inthe frantic state, the local government is trying to stop the ship
while at the same time trying to tumn it to a different -direction. It is
squeezing into a few days decisions that should have been made years
ago. Raiders are cracking down on garment factories; the Legislature
has passed the alien-hiring moratorium bill; and immigration agents are
hunting down illegal aliens.

My friend and I agree on the metaphor, but we can’t agree on the
CNMTI’s distance from the fatal iceberg.

He says, “Like the nonchalant wireless operators in the Titanic , the
CNMI ignored the warnings because they are too busy with other silly
things such as denying and covering up the problems. The CNMI has
hit the iceberg. And like the Tiranic before it sank, the CNMI now has
an irreparable hole on its side and this goddamn ship is sinking beyond
recovery.”

My own version is a lirtle optimistic. As the March 31 hearing in the
U.S. Senate approaches, the CNMI moves closer. . . closer...closer to
the “iceberg.” There are still a few minutes left for the government to
avoid it.

Well, maybe.
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c® Letters to the Editor

OSHA’S Strashelm responds to lettersender

Dear Editor

I would like to respond to a
letter to the editor from Marja K.
Onni dated February 26, 1998,
entitled “Onthe claims of OSHA’s
Frank Strasheim.”

In addressing the issue of un-
safe and unhealthful labor bar-
racks, Ms. Onni says *“Whatespe-
cially caught my attention washis
assessment that these kinds of
conditions are not seen on the
mainland.”

She then proceeds to describe

conditions in labor housing en- -

dured by Hispanic workers in
North Metro Atlanta, Georgia in-
cluding overcrowding; violence
in the form of assaults, rapes and
murders; minimum wage condi-
tions with no medical benefits or

health insurance; and, no food.

allowances or subsidies.

OSHA has observed unsafe/
unhealthful labor barracks condi-
tionsin Saipansuchasovercrowd-
ing, unsanitary/non-functioning
toilet facilities, inadequate toilet
facilities, vermin and insect in-

festation, unsafe water and elec-
trical violations.

OSHA is equally concerned
about these types of conditions
whether they exist on Saipan or
Atlanta.

What makes the situation so
unique is the particularly heavy
concentration of labor barracks
on Saipan.

Information previously pro-
vided by the Saipan Department
of Labor and Immigration indi-
cates there are 5,000 registered
labor barracks on Saipan alone.

That is what I was referring to
in my earlier article - we just do
not see this heavy concentration
of barracks on the mainland.

OSHA has focused on the poul-
try industry through direct en-
forcement work, and recently I
was involved in a poultry initia-
tive where we did a complete as-
sessment in dozens of poultry fa-
cilities to identify the scope and
extent of the problems on an in-
dustry-wide basis. '

Two significant OSHA cases
involving substandard worker

housing were the 1996 Decoster
Egg Farm inspection, in Turner,
Maine; and the 1997 AgriGeneral
Co., LP inspection, in Croton,
Ohio. )

In the Decoster case, OSHA
issued penalties in the amount of
$3.6 million for what former Sec-
retary of Labor Robert Reich de-
scribed as ‘“atrocious” working
conditions and “deplorable” hous-
ing conditions.

Secretary Reich wenttosay that
“The conditions at this migrant
farm site are as dangerous and
oppressive as any sweatshop w
have seen. :

Fearand intimidation kept these
workers in this unsafe, unhealthy
atmosphere and living in totally
unsanitary conditions.”

Decoster’s workers lived with
exposure to live electrical parts
and inoperable smoke alarms.

Often, 12 people lived in one 10
foot by 60 foot trailer. Overused
septic tanks filled up, causing toi-
let contents to back up several
inches into shower tubs.

Continued on page 20

Cepeda explains side on Reyes-Agulto criticism

Dear Editor:

I feel it is incumbent on me to
respond to some of the charges
and accusations made against me
by Ms.Cindy Reyes-Agultointhe
March 11 edition of the Marianas
Variety.

Firstof all, I would like to point
out that I ran for Congress as a
reformist. That is to say I was
elected to make changes, to see
thatlocal government works more
effectively, and more honestly.

I would also like to point out
that at no time during my conver-
saticn with Ms. Reyes-Agultodid
I make any reference to my past
military rank or my present
postition as an elected represen-
tative of the people from my dis-
trict.

My call to her office was as a
U.S. military veteran seeking the
services that [ know are the re-
sponsibility of her office.

If at any time I sounded intimi-
dating, I have to credit that to the
twemty-two years I spent in the
military. Those were formative
years. Those were the years that
shaped me. Those years left me a
sense of duty and resposibility
that I carry with me today as a
private citizen and as a servant of
the people of these islands.

Ms. Reyes-Agulto as a govern-
ment employee, you are also a
servant of the people who pay
your wages. You also should have
asense of duty andresponsibility.

Another thing I leamed while
inthe military is that results count,
excuses don’t.

And, when I go to any govemn-
ment office and get excuses in-
stead of results, I become suspect.

Does that person know his or
her job? Is that person doing his
or her job to the best of his or her
ability. Or, is that person just tak-
ing up space for the sake of a
paycheck.

We are no longer colonial sub-
jects. We, all of us, have to start
thinking of ouselves as capable,
responsible and dependable.

And yes, if I go to any govemment
office and find that the people in
positions of ‘responsibility are not
doing their job to the best of their
ability, then the old sargeant major in
me will come out, and I will demand
to know why.

FRANK G. CEPEDA
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Mayor:

THE ENTIRE Commonwealth not

only Rota and Tinian will suffer if the-

Senate apportionment case goes
against the Covenant, Rota Mayor
Benjamin Manglona said yesterday.

Manglona was referring to a case
brought by Jeanne Rayphand and
Staniey Torres in Saipan’s Federal
District Court which challenges the
apportionment of the CNMI Senate.

The suit claims the present make-
up violates the one man-one vote
principle.

Under the present Covenant and
the CNMI Constitution, Saipan,

" Tinian and Rota are each guaranteed

three senators in the CNMI Senate.

“If the plaintiffs in this suit are
successful,”said Manglonainanews
release, “‘there will be eight senators
representing Saipan. Rota and Tinian
will share one senatorial seat.”

“Representationinthe CNMI Leg-
islature will be drastically reduced for
Tinian and Rota,” said the Mayor.

TheRayphand case challenges the
CNMI Covenant and Constitution
that calls for a bicameral legislature
analogous to the Congress of the
United States where each state, re-
gardless of population, gets a mini-
mum number of senators.

The plaintiffs ask for ar; order call-
ing for a special election for the Sen-
ate.

“The CNMI Senate is like the
United States Senate. The Common-
wealth was put together the same

Appor

be“‘partof the foundationupon which
the new Commonwealth would be
built.

“Up until the creation of the Com-
monwealth government, Tinian and
Rota had very little voice in legisla-
tive affairs and very little funding was
provided for development,” said the
Mayor.

“We needed to be treated more

fairly in a Commonwealth arrange-
ment.”

*“In the United States,” said Mayor
Manglona, “‘small states like Rhode
Island, Hawaii, Utah share equal
power in the U.S. Senate with Cali-
foria, New York, and the other big
states.

“Apportionment,” said the Mayor,
“is in the House, not the Senate. This

tionment case crucial

principle of equal representation ex-
iststoensure a ‘union,’ like the union
of the 5O states of the U.S.A., and like
the threemunicipalitiesof the CNMIL”
*““The past 20 years have shown us
that the covenant is working,” said
the Mayor. “We are still maturing
politically. To raise the issue of the
Senate representation now would
undo what has already been done.”

Benjamin Manglona

way,” said Manglona, “We made
compromisesand concessions which
reflected the different historical and
geographicinterestsof Saipan, Tinian,”
Rota and the Northern Islands.”

“A ruling against the covenant
promise on our Senate would drasti-
cally affectthe political balance in the
Commonwealth,” said the Mayor.
*“It would shake the very foundation
upon which we built this Common-
wealth.”

He noted that when the covenant
was approved, it was understood that
without equal representation for all
three islands in our CNMI Senate,
there would have not been a cov-
enant.

Duringcovenantnegotiations, rep-

- resentatives from Tinian and Rota

demanded equalrepresentationinone
house of the legislature which would

SENATOR Ricardo S. Atlatig,
Chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Health, Education and
Welfare, wrote Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio requesting that he use
his reprogramming authority to
help alleviate problems at the
Rota Health Center.

“As you know, our nurses
have not been paid in months
and are threatening strike. As a
result of this and other prob-
lems, the Senate leadership is
looking at introducing legisla-
tion that would ban manpower
agencies altogether. However,
this action does not address the
damage that has already been
done, said Atalig in a news
release.

Ataligexplained that the Rota
Legislative Delegationhasbeen

Ricardo S. Atlatig

unable to secure reprogramming
authority for the mayor of Rota
because doing so would violate
provisions of the Planning and
Budget Act and also the Com-

Atalig to Teno: Use reprogramming
powers to address Rota health woes

monwealth Constitution.

“I am keenly aware of the
commonwealth’s financial
problems, but I think you'll

_ agree that the situation on Rota

should rank high on your
administration’s reprogram-
ming priority list,” said Atalig.

First and foremost he said, the
people of Rota have a right to
receive qualilty health care. Sec-
ondly he said, he is very con-
cerned that this problem could
generate more negative publicly
for the Commonwealth and un-
dermine our 902 negotiations
with the federal government.

“Therefore, it is with a pro-
found sense of urgency that I
humbly request your assistance
in this matter, Atalig told the
gOVermnor.

Federal takeover may
uproot big businesses

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE PROPOSED federal take-
over of CNMI’s labor and immi-
gration may discourage big busi-
nesses fromcontinuing operations
in the Northern Mariana Islands,
a top business leader said yester-
day.

Phillip Mendiola Long, presi-
dent of the Tinian Chamber of
Commerce, said he foresees large
business establishments in the
Northern Marianas eventually
uprooting when the federal take-
over plan pushes through.

Long explained that problems
onhow and where to get the work-
ers will crop up when federaliza-
tion takes place since there would
be stricter measures to be im-
posed especially with regards to
importing workers.

He also cited issues on the
“affordability” of the minimum
wage when increased to federal
levels, which he said local busi-
nesses may not be able to bear.

“What is our economic view
with regards tofederalization? We
can't afford to increase minimum
wage to federal levels at this
point,” he told Variety.

And unlike big businesses,
Long said small enterprises which
are mostly owned by local resi-
dents will stay on foot with or
without the federal takeover.

But he promptly said that this
does not mean that small businesses
will not suffer as big corporations on
the Northern Marianas will.

“Small businesses will be hurt as
well, and we will be as damaged as

the large companies will be but no
matterwhat, we willstay,” he stressed.

Heexplained thatsmallenterprises
will keep its foot on ground because
local investors do not have the re-
sources touprootandrelocatetoother
countries which have better business
and economic environment.

At the same time, the Tinian busi-
ness sector leader said the federal
govemment must realize that it will
serve the Commonwealth better if it
wouldrescrttobacking the measures
taken by the local govemment in
addressing its problems.

“[The US government must] give
us one more chance to 100 percent
clean up our mess. Give us another
chance and we will address our prob-
lems,” Long said.

He expressed confidence that the
administration of Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio is bent on “policing its own
ranks” and that the local government
will eventually correct flaws in the
Commonwealth's labor and immi-
gration policies.

“Let us learn from our own mis-
takes,” he stressed.

Tengrioearliersaid his administra-
tion has no intentions of repealing
reforms, adding that the raids will
show that his leadership is serious
about addressing labor abuse allega-
tions.

Previous administrations also en-
acted reforms butlaterdownscaled or
repealed them.

Tenorio said the CNMI will op-
pose pending bills empowering the
federal govemment to take control of
local wage and immigration in the
US Congress and will not block the
proposed legislation in the 902 talks.

Put Yourself
Back on Top

If it seems like all you do is pay bill after bill, and
wonder how you'll ever be able to cover all your
expenses, it's time to get your finances together
and pay one bill instead of 2 or more!!!

Call now!

e can consolidate your bills and establish control over your
debts with a reduced monthly payout.

Applying is fast, easy and convenient. After approval, 'we can work out
terms and payments to suit your budget. So give your finances a leg up.

Pacrric FInanciar Corp.,

"You're First in All We Do"
P.O. Box 1657, Saipan, MP 96950
Tel. 234-0142 or 234-5706 - Fax. 234-3517

Offering quality financial services
for over 20 years
- Corporate Note Investment
+ Financial Services "Loans"
« Insurance [

Located in the Cabrera Center Garapan \W
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Centennial countdown.

Ronell Sarﬁos’ -

- By Aldwin R. Fajardo
Varisty News Staff
MORE THAN 20,000 Philip-
pine flags are expected to be
displayed in several barracks of
Filipino workers in the North-
em Mariana Islands as part
of the celebration of the

country’s Centennial Inde-
pendence.

The RP Consulate said the
100 days countdown to the
Philippine Independence Cen-
tennial has already started last
March 5, and that Filipinos, even
those working outside the coun-
try, are enjoined to display flags
in their homes and barracks.

At present, more than
20,000 Filipinos are work-

ing in the Northern Mariana
Islands and several hundreds
of thousands have been de-
ployed in other countries.

The displaying of Philip-
pine flag is supported under
Republic Act [RA] 8491, or
an act prescribing the code of

national flag, anthem, motto and
other heraldic itens and devices
of the country. -

Vice Consul Ronell Santos said
there should not be any issue
raised, in terms of Filipino work-
ers in the CNMI displaying Phil-
ippine flags attheir barracks since
this move is just a part of the
Filipino community’s celebration
of the Centennial Independence.

“I don’t think there is an issue

there [displaying of RP flags in

CNMI], because, in fact, as Fili- .

pinos, there is a law which man-
dates flag days,” Santos said.

Section 26 of RA 8491 de-

clares the period of May 28 -
June 12 as flag days during
which period “all offices,
agencies and instrumentalities
of government, business es-
tablishments, institutions of
learning and private hoomes
are enjoined ti display the
Philippine flag.”

The Filipino community on
Saipan, as part of its contribu-
tion to the Centennial celebra-
tion of Philippine Indepen-
dence, is spearheading the

showing of historical docu-
mentaries- in local television.:

Santos said the documentary

films, which will be shownon-
Marianas Cable Vision from -
March to June, trace down the

evolution, development and
trends of each particular art,

starting with the pre-colonial-

forms of Philippine arts.
Documentaries on Philip-

pine architecture, theater, vi-

sual arts, literature, cinema,

Filipinos urged to dlsplay
RP flags at all barracks

dance and music will be fea-
tured in MCV as part of the
Centennial countdown,
which boils down to a spe-
cial review of the film clips
on the celebration of the In-

dependence Day on June 12.
Filipinio contract workers.

on Saipan are starting to pre-
pare activities for the Cen-
tennial celebration of the
Philippines’ independence.
The United Filipino
Organziation (UFO) was es-
pecially organized in time for
the June 12 celebration of
the country’s 100th year of
independence.

At the same time, the Phil-
ippine Centennial Founda-
tion-USA, in a recent meet-
ing with Malacanang, said it
is sponsoring a festival of
Filipino culture and tradition
in the US in time for the the
June 12 celebration.-

The festival centerpiece
will be the country’s jeepney
which has been a mirror of
the Filipinos’ talent to em-
brace forms from many coun-
tries to come up with a dis-
tmcnve]y Phlhppme “style.”

- Foundation organizers said
they chose to.fedture the
Philippine 'jeepney as the

festival’s main attraction.

since it stemmed from World

* Warll, a period of close Fili-

pino-American cooperation.
The jeepney-was devel-
oped from the military jeep

- used by. the Americans dur-

ing the second World War.
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“his Beun}o Buwtd Boys and
Girls than 1o Mend Men and
Women™

« All American Teachers » Low Tuition
« K-3 through 12th Grade « Central Location on Middle Road §
» All Classes in One Location Gualo Rai

Top Quality Education » Dedicated Christian Teachers

New Facilities » Bible Based Curriculum

No more than 20 students « Fine Arts Available

per teacher

e Announcement:

New International Christian School in Saipan

Eucon International School of Saipan
is Now accepting Enrollment for the 1998 School Year

Music, Choir, Piano, Art

NOTE: If you have already paid registration elsewhere Eucon International will waive your
registration fee this year. (Must show receipt of paid registration)

LIMITED SPACE

APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE

For more information call: 234-3203 or 287-8541
Or stop by our office on the second floor of KimCo Enterprise opposite of

Subway on Middle Road.

meducal |nfo

By W|II|am L Flood MD
Pediatrics, Saipan Health Center

Asthma & Children, part 2

THE OLD saying, “An ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure”
is certainly true for asthma.

It takes a lot of common sense, but
very little medication, to prevent
asthma in most children.

But once they are having a full-
blown asthma attack, one of the most
frightening things most parentsexpe-
rience, common sense goes out the
window, and it can take a LOT of
medical care to treat.

Preventioncanincludesimplestrat-
egieslikenotsmoking, breastfeeding
your infant, or getting an annual flu
shot.

Treatment, once an attack begins,
can be pretty basic too. First, stay
calm. Emotions and stress are asthma
triggers themselves.

Getting all worked up will only
make things worse!

Help yourchild relax, drink a glass
of warm water, and both of you will
feel better.

If your child is having a lot of
troublebreathing, orispale and weak,
itmay be besttocall theambulance or
head straight to the emergency room.

Asthma can be a life-threatening
emergency, but most of the time you
will be able to handle it at home.

Asthma medications are two basic
kinds — those to prevent an attack,
and those to treat an attack once it
begins, ‘There are far too many
medicines out there for me todiscuss
thern all, so please be sure you talk to
yourdoctorandunderstand yourown
medications.

Forolderchildrenand adults, medi-
cation inhaled from a small “‘puffer”
is used both for prevention and treat-
ment.

The medications are fairly expen-
sive and are available only by pre-
scription (non-prescription inhalers
aremuchmorerisky andshouldnever

be used for children).

These “metered dose inhalers”

(MDI)are especially-useful for those
withasthmatriggered by sports. Used
before participation they will protect
the athlete from their asthmaforupto
4 hours.

Eveninfantscanuse these medica-
tions withaspecialadapteror*‘spacer”.

Sometimes your pharmacist or
physiciancanshow youhow tomake
one of these at little cost.

They aren’telegant, butthey work.
Some of these medications are taken
every day, to prevent an asthma at-
tack. Others are added at the firstsign
of trouble.

Newer ones are always being de-
veloped — and the list changes al-
most yearly

Anelectric nebulizer is often used
with small children, but is again quite
expensive.

The medications are the same asin
the puffers. Oral medications —
liquids for infants, and tablets for
older children — are also available.

They are less expensive than the
inhalers, but tend to be a bit less
effective and may have more side
effects.

Here in the CNMI, with its mix-
tures of races and cultures, a large
variety of “iraditional” healingis avail-
able.

Much of this is of value. Diet
therapies have been used for centu-
ries, and certainfoods, such aschoco-

late, coffee and licorice root, have

definite anti-asthma effects.

Acupuncture, inexpert hands, cer-

tainly helps, and so, perhaps, does
vitamin C,

Biofeedback,andevenprayer,have
helped some groups of patients, so
there appears tobe pretty much some-
thing for everyone.

Asthma may not be curable, but
itis preventable and treatable, We
all need to do our part to reduce
the cost of this all-too-common
disease.

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
TWO TEENAGERS were ar-
rested after the rocks they were
throwing at the security guards’
office of the PacificIslands Club
in San Antonio instead landed
onto a passing police car Satur-
day before dawn.

Public safety information of-
ficer Maj.J.J. Castro said inves-
tigation showed that the rock
throwing incident occurred near
the guards’ office at 3 a.m.

The rocks, however, hit the
hood of the patrol car driven by
PO! Edwin Aguon who hap-
pened to pass by on Beach Road.

Aguon stopped and saw the
suspects running away. The of-
ficer called for back-up.

Aguon and the responding of-
ficers scoured the place and
found one of the suspects hiding
behind a banana tree.

The other later surrendered to
the police.

Rocks thrown at guard
land on police patrol car

A few weeks ago, a group of
men were also involved in a
rock-hurling incident at the
PIC’s guard office. No arrests
were however made.

In another report, a car-riding
man reportedly robbed a Chi-
nese woman who was walking
along a road in Garapan Satur-
day afternoon.

Police said the suspect
slowed down his vehicle then
grabbed the bag of a woman
near the Casa de Felipe.

The bag contained $8 cash,
identification card, immigra-
tion card and other papers. .

In Navy Hill, unidentified
person/s reportedly burglar-
ized the Grace Christian
Academy ‘and stole com-
puter, computer equipment,
three hand-held radios, tele-
phone, and other items Sat-
urday morning,

The case was placed under
further investigation.
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DOLI deported 32
since February

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THIRTY-two overstaying nonresi-
dentworkers have beendeported by
the Department of Labor and Immi-
gration since last month, records
showed.

Capt. Edward Sablan, DOLI’s
Immigration Enforcement Unit
chief, in his report to acting DOLI
Secretary Mark Zachares, said 20 of
the deportees were sent home in the
month of February.

Another 12have been deportedas
of Monday, his report further
showed.

The report stated that there were
4] deportation hearings last month
of which six were dismissed by the
court while the remaining 13 cases
were still being heard.

Forthismonth, the cqurt, heard 25
cases of which one was dismissed
while the remaining 12 were yet to
resolved, Sablan’s report further
showed. )

Sablan said there could be more

-deportees this month:

“We are just halfway through this
month and we already have that
many deportees,” he said.

Sablan however, failed to break

34 Bangladeshls

workers to be
awarded $ 12K

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THIRTY-four Bangladeshi work-
ers will be awarded more than
$12,000 each in unpaid wages
and liquidated damages over a
labor complaint they had filed
against their employer last year.

But there’s a catch though.

Government does not know their
whereabouts and, collecting the
money ‘“‘would be a problem.”

The Department of Labor and
Immigration’s Administrative Hear-
ing Office, it was leamed, is set to
issue the ruling against a certain Jo-
seph M. Pdnge]man reportedly a
government worker who owns the
Island Design Construction Com-
pany.

Pangelinan brought the workers
into the CNMI early last year but
allegedly failed to provide jobs.

DOLT’s AHO is also set to perma-
nently bar him from further hiring
new nonresident workers.

None of both parties involved
showed upinyesterday’s AHO hear-
ing of the case.

ADOLIofficial admitted the work-
ers may encounter difficulties getting
theirmoney claims from Pangelinan.

Linn Asper, AHO Supervisor, in
earlier interviews, has said that col-
lecting award money from erring
employers have been difficult con-
sidering that most of those involved
are financially insolvent.

Asper, inrecenthearingsinvolving
such cases, had advised workers to
getalawyer who may represent them
in court under an arrangement where
their counsel could get part of the
recovered money.

He conceded though that he had

notheardmuch*‘successstories”about 28

the matter.

downthedeportees according totheir
nationalities.

But insiders nevertheless said the
bulk of those sent home were Chi-
nese nationals, followed by Filipi-
nos.

Assistant Attorney General Rob
Goldberg, it will be recalled, has said
DOLI intends to deport 1,000
overstayers this year, a figure which
isathree-fold increase fromlastyear’s
300 deported nonresident workers.

Goldbergsaid DOLIhasembarked
ona*‘muchmore vigorous detection
and apprehension” campaign ex-
pected to yield the targetted number
of deportees.

DOLI has netted at least 11 over-
staying workers in its unannounced
inspectionsof gaiment factoriessince
last week.

The overstayers,nabbedduringan
inspection at Marianas Fashion in
Chalan Piao last Monday, have
been, according to Zachares, re-
leased on bail.

Acourthearing hasbeensched-

uled this week regarding the mat-

ter.

Carolinian legislators ask
for CAO ex-dir. appointee

Max ‘Timmo’ Olopai

HOUSE Members of Caro-
linian  Ancestry Max
‘Timmo’ Olopai, Melvin
Faisao and Malua Peter have
uged Governor Pedro P.
Tenorio to immediately ap-
point a qualified Executive
Director of the Office to
Carolinian Affairs.

In a letter dated March 9,
the three lawmakers said
“the Carolinian Affairs Of-

Melvin Faisao

fice” was created in the con-
stitution to provide essential
and necessary services to our
Carolinian people.

“The services include but
are not limited to colaboration
with other government orga-
nizations, representation and
educationtoname justafew,”
they said.

Without a permanent execu-

 tive director for the Carolin-

Malua Peter

ian Affairs Office, these ser-
vices are being delayed or not
being performed, the three told
Tenorio.

They also strongly recom-
mended to the Governor that
the appointee must have the re-
quired skills and knowledge to
implement and develop pro-
grams as well as the person-
ality to work well with the
community as.a whole.
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* Rate good for 9 month Certificate of Deposit (CD) worth $10,000 or more. Special fixed deposit rate good through April 30,.1998.
CD may be subject to early withdrawal penalties. Call 670-234-2468 for more information.

Experience the Best Rate
from the Best Bank.

Secure your future today
with HongkongBank.

Will rates rise or or will they drop? No one knows.

One thing is certain - with HongkongBunk,

your future is secure.

Now we’ve made securing your future even easier

with our special fixed deposit rate.

Visit our Saipan Branch today or

call 670-234-2468

for more information on how you can take advantage

of the Best Rate from the Best Bank.




By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff
THIRD graders at Garapan Elemen-
tary School are creatively sharing
their reading time by calling parents,
community members and even local
celebrities to read books in class.
“Miss T, a disc-jockey at KZMI
radiostation, wasinvited yesterday to
read to the students who “always
wanted to have the chance 10 meet

her,” according to the class instructor

who prefers 1o be known as the
“teacher from outer space”.

“Tury asmuchas I could toinvolve
the students in interactive leaming,
and they learn more by being creative
andexpressingthemselves,” " said GES
Instructor Ms. Jovie Young.

“Our last theme was with outer
space. The students wrote their own

books and book reports. We studied

all different aspects of outer space’

and worked language skills into it,”
she said.

“Now, our theme is the “Titanic’,
and we are coming up with so many
ways on how the students can lean
new things fromitlike writing letters,
books and even making new words.”
she added.

The third gradersenjoyed asession
of listening to Miss T read a book
about the *Titanic" and the students
also dedicated a popular song from
the movic “Titanic” to the local disc-
jockey.

T was surprised the students sang
Celine Dion’s "My Heart Will Go
On'tomeanddidawholedancetogo
along with it! They are amazing. Ido
dedications all the time, but this one

Expert Care Is Now

Available

Jerry Richter, M.D.

Board Certified in Urology

Iin Saipan

made especially for me was great,”
said Miss T.

**And reading to them was a won-
derful experience. I am encouraging
community members,especially par-
ents to come over, read and get in-
volved,” she said.

The students also wrote special
letters to Miss T and gave her deco-
rated balloons.

Young also pointed out that five of
her student’s books were selected to
beondisplay atthe 6th Annual CNMI

Young Authors Book Fair.

“Writing my own book felt good
because I know a lot of people will
have a chance to read it,” said third
grader Francine Camacho.

“Writing a book is like exploring
and it- was fun,” said third grader
Johnathan Ada.

Young gave credit to GES Vice-
Principal Juan L. Babauta for “‘sup-
porting and encouraging” the idea of
having community members come
and read to classes at GES.

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

‘Miss T’ a star reader at GES

Accordingtothe*‘extra-terrestrial”
teacher, the class is wrapping up the
“Titanic” theme and will move on
writing their own biographies.

“I encourage a lot of reading and
writing. It helps them improve
their skills in both areas and they
have a lot of fun doing it,” she
said.

“We will be inviting more local
celebrities, parents, teachers and
community members tocome and
read,” she added.
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Dr. Richter will be available for
pre-chiropractic evaluation and
consultation for conditions listed
below on Friday and Saturday

“Celebrity reader” at Garapan Elementary School, local DJ “Miss T” reads to Ms. Jovie Young’s third grade
class during a ‘celebrity reading’ program at the school yesterday. Photo by Laila C. Younis

March 20 & 21, 1998
at Saipan Chiropractic

INSURANCE %
ACCEPTED 3

SAIPAN

'HIROPRACTIC

Fg; an appointment call:
233-BACK (2225)

- KIDNEY

DISORDERS

- UROLOGICAL
DISORDERS

- PROSTATE

'« SEXUAL
DYSFUNCTION

SAIPAN CHIROPRACTIC

1.8, LICENSED BOARD CERTIFIED DOCTORS OF CHIROPRACTIC

INSURANCE CO.

MOYLAN'S
PACIFICA
FHP (Pacific Care) |
STAYWELL

CHIROPRACTIC COVERAGE

YES w/ M.D. Referral (Medical Doctor
CNMI GOVT INS avallable Fri. March 20 and Sat March 21)

YES (IN GUAM) |NO (SAIPAN)

« BACK PAIN

« NECK PAIN

- PINCHED NERVES

» JOINT PAIN

+ MUSCLE SPASM

+ SHOULDER, KNEE and
FOOT PROBLEM

- HEADACHES

« DISC PROBLEMS

__YES_
O YES |
. _INO
INO

Middle Road, Gualo Rai. Call 233-2225 for an appointment

Rota DPS to conduct seat belt inspections

By Marc Hizon

For the Variety
ROTA (RDSU)-The Public
Safety Department’s Traffic Sec-
tion would like to inform the
general public that they will be
conducting Seatbelt and Child
Restraint**Courtesy Inspections.”

During these inspections, edu-
cational materials will be handed
out for public information.

The officers involved with these
inspections will not be issuing
any citation to seatbelt or child
restraining violations.

The general publicisinvited to
the designated sites to familiarize
themselves more with the scatbelt
and child restraint systems.

The inspections are scheduled
on the following date, time and
Venues:

March 19

8:00 am. - {1:00 am. Round House park-
ing area

1:00 pm - 2:30 p.m. Pinatang Park area

3:00 pm. - 4:00 p.m. Tatachog area

March 20

8:00 am. - 11:30 p.m. Sinapalo | Basket-
ball count

1:00pm.- 2:30p.m. San Francisco Hwy.
Sinapalo 2

300 pm.- 400 p.m. Teneto Village area

This is in conjucntion with the
new resident director’s plan to
make the citizens of Rota aware
on operating and transporting in-
dividuals in a motor vehicle.

It has'been observed that most
operators are not fully cognizant
of their repsonsibilities.

“We are highly concerned for
the safety of our motorists here on
Rota, especially those who have
children on board, motor vehicle
operators are by law obliged to
secure their safety and all passen-
gers regardless of age,” said
Richard E. Taisacan, DPS-
Rota, Resident Director.

“We (DPS) are highly en-
couraging public involvement
towards safety of vehicle oc-
cupants with child safety in
particular,” added Francisco
M. Taisacan, DPS-Rota
Deputy Director.

From left, Sablan Enterprises General Manager Vicente M. Sablan hands an ‘Employee of the Year' award

to Marcelino M. Pascual. Pascual will also receive a $500 company gift certificate.”  Photo by Laila C. Younis
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THE PRODUCERS of a new docu-
mentary on the Rafalawasch people
in the Northern Marianas has hopes
that theirfilmwill stimulate one of the
mostdiscussion about one of the
CNMi's most unique culture.

“There’s lots of issues within the
Rafalawasch community thatshould
belooked at,” says CintaKaipat,aco-
producer of “Lieweila: Navigator’s
Children.”

Thenew film—the firstdocumen-
tary everdone by Rafalawashpeople
about their community — is set to
have its premiere showing on Saipan
March 19 and 20.

Kaipat, who completed law school
while working on the film, believes
making this documentary was a *‘re-
markable event in the history of her
community.”

“Rafalawasch people normally
don’t publicly discuss their views
about social issues affecting them,”
shesays.“Wereally hadtowork very
hard toconvince mostof the peoplein
this film to appear on camera and
speak their mind.”

“Lieweila: Navigators’ Children”
tells the story of the Rafalawasch
people’s origins in the Caroline Is-

DD Council
pubhc dlsplays

open

THE DD COUNCIL Assistive
Technology Project openitsdoors
to the public Monday morning
displaying numerous assistive
technology equipment and de-
vices, according to a press re-
lease.

AT equ1pment and devices are
available for view to the public
Monday to Friday, March 16-20,
1998 from 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
and from 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

AT equipment and devices on
display are designed for persons
with disabilities in hearing,
speech, visual and mobility.

Included also are AT materials
and equipment appropriate forrec-
reation programs including the
aging.

The purpose of the demonstra-
tion and display is to educate the
community about what’s avail-
able and appropriate assistive
technology.

For example, an adaptive (ac-
cessible computer) such as the
“laser pointer” -which allows a
person with speech impairment
access a computer or a voice syn-
thesizer will help a person with
speech impairment to communi-
cate with other peers or teachers.

The Council encourages
inviduals with disabilitics, par-
ents of children with disabilities,
regular/special education teach-
ers, school administrators, voca-
tional rehabilitation counselors,
therapist and employers of per-
sons with disabilities to come by
the library and see what’s avail-
able in order for our citizens with
disabilities to become indepen-
dent, productive and included in
our society, the release noted.

lands, theirmigration tothe Marianas
inthe 19th Century and how they are
living their lives at the threshold of a
new millenium,

“Lieweila,”whichmeans“Iistento
our story,” uses oral history inter-
views; scenes of Rafalawasch cul-
tural and artistic activities; and archi-
val materials dating back to the 16th
Century, when Spanish mariners first
entered Micronesian waters,

The film also features the
Olomwaay Band andthe OramDanc-
ersof Saipan, as well as variouselders
who share childhood memories and
traditional knowledge.

“Gathering togetheracrew tomake
the film was a challenging as finding
people willing to be its subject,” says
the film’s director and co-producer
Dr. BeretE. Strong; aneducator, who
lived on Saipan for three years.

Strong notes that many of the
Rafalawasch people agreed to be in
the film because of their concern that
theirculture andlanguage are quickly
eroding.

*“Lieweila was shot on Saipan be-
tween 1995 and 1996: The post-pro-
ductioneditingand mixingofthe film
took place on the U.S. mainland.

-Kaipat noted that only the main-
land professional editors were paid
for their work on this film.

“It’s amazing what it costs to
make an international broadcast-
quality film,” she said, adding
that “Lieweila” cost nearly $
100,000 to produce from start to
finish.

Funding to produce the film
came from a wide variety of sources,
including the CNMI Council for the
Humanities, the 10th CNMI Legis-
lature, the Commonwealth Coun-
cil for Arts and Culture, the Con-
sortium for Pacific Arts and Cul-
tures and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you havea
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered contact Laila at 234-6341

New Rafalawasch film to be released

Private-sector donations came
from IT&E, United Micronesia
Development Association and indi-
vidual island residents.

In kind donations came from Pa-
cific Islands Club, Port of Call Res-
taurant (Tinian), Rota High School,
Larry Lee and Mananas Cable Vi-
sion, among others.

Afield of books. Visitors at the 6th Annual CNMI Young Authors Book Fair at the Multi-Purpose Center enjoy

the large display of books yesterday. The event is scheduled to March 27th.

Photo by Laila C. Younis

THISTS to inform all members of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Saipan
Post 3457, that there will be a mem-
bership meeting today, March 18 at
Oleai Beach at 1830 hours.

All members are requested to at-
tend. |

Special guest for this meeting is
Mike Jugan, Commander, Depart-
ment of Pacific Areas. :

Veterans meeting scheduled

VFW Post 3457 is also inviting all
othersin puungtosngnupdlmngt}us
meeting.

Formore information, please con-
tact Tony Cabrera, PostCommander
at 322-0417, Joseph C. Reyes, Ser-
vice Officer at 234-586(0/5871, Jerry
Kraus at 235-1756 or Joe Palacios,
Director, Veterans Affairs Office at
288-1150.

Eagle Boy Scout honored

A LOCAL Boy Scout will re-
ceive his Boy Scout Eagle rec-
ognition this coming Sunday,
March 22 at 6p.m.

Dennis Tababa, 18, will only
be the 10th person in the his-
tory of the CNMI to be given
this recognition.

The general public and all
individuals who have earned
the Eagle rank are invited to
attend Dennis’ Eagle Court of
Honor to be held at the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in Chalan Laulau (north
of McDonald’s).

* Limit one tissue box per visit.

Whlle supplies last.

L& The energy
ake a difference.
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CRM: Remove pathway debris

By Rick Alberto
Variety News Staff

THE Coastal Resources Manage-

ment has asked concerned agen-
cies to remove the construction
debris at the Beach Road Pathway
project’s field office as the pile
constitutesaviolation of its coastal
permit condition.

In a letter to Marianas Housing
Corporate Director MaryLou S.
Ada late last week, the CRM said
that aside from the unremoved

debris, a back hoe equipment was
observed on Feb. 24 to be taking
sand from the waters in the
Garapan area and piling it next to
the retaining wall of the Pathway.

“This activity is a direct viola-
tion of permit conditions E and
H, said John F. Furey, the CRM’s
acting director last week.

The CRM also requested the
NMHC''s help in providing addi-
tional temporary toilet facilities
atthe northem portion of the Path-

way project.

Ada, however, in her reply let-
ter to Furey on Monday said the
NMHC “does not have any juris-
diction on the construction im-
mediately past the China House
Restaurant.”

“The contracting office is the
Commonwealth government un-
der the direct control of the De-
partment of Public Works Tech-
nical Services Division,” Ada
said.

Winnie (formerly w/ Carmen’s Beauty Salon)

the

“the Hairnouse
The new salon with SOFT WATER
' for hair shampoo!

is now with

conueniently located at:

Beach Road cor. Sugar Dock, Susupe

(across Mt. Carmel Church), Saipan
tel. no. (670) 235-0703 fax no. (670) 235-4081

’h’&

; Mt. Carmel

of the CRM letter to the division's

director, Andrew W. Smith for
action.

She said she had given a copy

USFW concerned over smaller
land area for mitigation bank

By Jojo Dass

Variely News Staff . .

THE UNITED States Fish and Wildlife Service has expressed concems
overplanstolimitthe Upland Mitigation Bankto includeonlya 160-hectare
Marpi land parcel instead-of a 330-hectare area as provided by 1.aw.

“First.” wrote USFWS Field Supervisor Brooks Harper in his letter to
Public Lands Board Chair, Tomas B. Aldan, “the budgetneeded tomanage
the Mitigation Bank would need to be revisited.” , §

“If the Mitigation Bank is restricted to the 160-hectare land parcel,” -
Harperexplained,“theoverall managementcosts'wouldbeshghﬂyles_sd;an
(the CNMI govemiment) estimated for managing all three land parcels
identified (by law).” - . SRR

“However,”-Brooks. stiessed, “because the Mitigation Bank 'would ©
possess significantly fewer nightingale reed-warbler cre'dgts,.and because
the management cost would not significantly decrease, 1t15 hkely that the
price per credit would be significantly higher for the party pruchasing these
credits.” ,

Harper also pointed out that the CNMI government will have toconduct
a detailed survery in the proposed site to ensure that there are at Jeast 24
available credits tomitigate fortherimpacts of anongoing Obyan Pointgolf

roject. ‘
P “JIclfndexstand thatone of the reasons thatthe Board of Public Lands wants
to limit the area of land included in the draft agreement is becanse the
agreement would require the CNMI to place Conservation Easements on
alarge area of land even if the credits associated with these land parcels are
not debited,” said Harper.

Harper proposed thatarevision on the agreement be made toenable BPL
to include all three Jand parcels at the outset “but to require the CNMlto
record Conservation Easements only on land parcels that contain credited

Payless

ATTENTION
CNMI EMPLOYEES and RETIREES

The Open Enrollment_period for the CNMI Group Life Insurance pro-

gram has been extended through March 312, For those employvees who wish to

continue vour Group Life Insurance benefits, vou must complete a new enroll-

ment card prior to March 31st.

After March 31, 1598, late enrollees will be required to provide Evidence

of Insurabilitv (Good health acceptable to the Insurance Company) in order to

receive coverage.

YOUR fanily.

Individual Assurance Company rsena-

tives continue to conduct Open Enrollment meetings for the CNMI Employee Group Life
Insurance Program. New and increased benefits are now available for Active AND Retired
CNMI employees.  Your local representative, General Agent Don Barcinas, along with IJAC
representatives, are visiting all government departments to explain the new program and
benefits. They will assist you in selecting Supplemental benefit packages in addition to the
BASIC Group Life Insurance program that will best provide for the needs of YOU, and

Employees and Retirees may also enroll at the American Pacific Insurance Agency,

(APIA), office on Capitol Hill, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am. to 4 p.m. You may also visit your
Personnel Office for further details and to fill out an enrollment card.

Take advantage of the opportunities provided ONLY during the

Open Enrollment period through March 31* and fill out your en-

roliment form at:

Your agency; department Open Enrollment meeting; or, if you missed the
meeting at your worksite, stop by your Personnel Office; or stop in at

GROUP the American Pacfic Insurance Agency office on Capitol Hill.
. IAC, we put you, the “individual”, FIRST!

cards.”

sign Mitigation Bank agreements.

Harper also raised concerns concerning which CNMI officials should

Mitigation Bank is a place where bird species endangered l?y qngoing
development projects are placed or “repopulated” to avoid extinction.

Subcontractor denies
causing project delay

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff .
A SUB-CONTRACTOR has de-
nied that the lack of equipment
caused the delay of completion in
the multimillion-dollar Judicial
Complex project in Susupe.

T.M. Corp., through counsel
Michael Dotts, also denied that
the company did not perform the
work thatrequired Woosung Con-
struction Co., Ltd. to hire two
construction companies to finish
the project.

T.M. originally sued Woosung
for alleged non-payment of ser-
vices and illegal termination of
contract in connection with the
construction of the complex.

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE SUPERIOR Court has
granted the request to set a new
trial for murder suspect Oscar
Reyes Babauta to enable the de-
fendant hire a US professor to
testify for his ““defense of insan-
ity.”

At Friday's hearing, Associate
Judge Miguel Demapan said after
reviewing and listening to the ar-
guments of government and
Babauta’s counsel, the courtfinds
that the defendant has the right to
assert his defense of insanity.

Demapan also considered that
it was Babauta's first request to

T ——

Woosung in its counterclaim
demanded damages over the de-
lay of the project.

Woosung said due to T.M.’s
lack of equipment, excavation
and backfilling could not be
completed on time prompting
Woosung to hire the services
of Quesada Construction Co.
and JG Sablan Co. for an addi-
tional cost. '

T.M. in its response to the
counterclaim stated that it has
no sufficient information “to
form a belief as to the truth of
the allegation that defendant/
counterclaimant spent more
than $315,000 to complete
excavation and backfilling.”

postpone the hearing.

The judge, however, warmned he
may not likely to entertain an-
other motion for future continu-
ance of the trial.

Demapan said the scheduled April
20 trial will be reset on Sept. 8, 1998.

Babauta, through counsel Ted
Mitchell, told the court that he is
planning to get Dr. Robert L.
Sadoff, a forensic psychiatrist
from the University of Pennsyl-
vania,

Babautawas charged withmur-
der in the first degree for the
gunslaying of his cousin, Jose
Boki Babauta, in As Matuis on
Feb. 1, 1997.
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Workers gather bundles of big steel cables after they fell offa moving tractor trailer last Wednesday afternoon
along San Vitores Road in Tumon, Guam. The incident snarled traffic.

Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza (Reuters}

IMF mission to arrive in FSM next week

PALIKIR (FSMIS)—President
Jacob Nena announced that an IMF
mission headed by AdvisorforTech-
nical Assistance Secretariat Chee
Sung Lee will be in the FSM March
23 to March 30.

Article IV of IMF Agreement pro-
vides fielding of an economic mis-
sion in member countries annually to
discuss economic development
progress and constraints.

Themissionwill meet withrespec-
tive state public officials and private
sector representatives to discuss eco-
nomic development and policy is-
sues.

During these meetings the mission
will attempt to obtain economic in-

formation including macroeconom-

FSM to take

part in Expo

PALIKIR (FSMIS) -— President
Jacob Nena, the four state govemors
invited to participate in EXPO 98 in
Lisbon, Portugal commencing May
22 and will rununtil September 30 of
this year.

The theme of the EXPO is “The
Ocean, a Heritage for the Future.”

Nena requested each state to sub-
mit ideas to the FSM Department of
Economic Affairs for proper han-
dling for the FSM’s showcase.

A selection committee will be
formed after submission of ideas re-
view the showcase possibilitics for
final arrangementandlogistics, Nena
stated.

To date, 138 countries and
seven multinational organiza-
tion have expressed interest to
participate, but only 88 have
officially confirmed their par-
ticipation.

Eighteen to 20 million people
will be visiting the EXPO site, and
15,000 visitors at any one time,
organizers predicted. '

Organizers are suggesting that
August 20 to 22 be the national
days forMelanesian, Micronesians,
and Polynesian, respectively.

Country names, the flags and few
historical images to mark geographi-
cal locations of the respective coun-
tries.

Palau, the Federated States of
Micronesia, and Cook Islands have
expressed interest toparticipate inthe
EXPO 98 through the Forum Secre-
tary General,

ics statistical data.

Concemed officials are asked to
provide nominal and real gross do-
mestic product (GDP) data for FY
1995 and FY 1996, estimates for FY
1997 and projections for FY 1998.

Respondents are asked how they
see medium-term real GDP growth

and economic diversification pros-
pects relate and asked to discuss the
progress in developing national in-
come accounts, including account-
ing methodology.

During its stay in the FSM, the
Department of Finance and Admin-
istration will coordinate its meetings.

Nena responds to Chuuk
Gov’s draw-down request

PALIKIR (FSMIS) — Effec-
tive April 1, all draw-down on
Chuuk State’s current funds will
be deposited directly to Chuuk’s
general fund checking account,
President Jacob Nena informed
Chuuk Governor Ansito Walter.

The president made the disclo-
sure in response to Walter’s re-
quest that Chuuk current account
funds be drawn-down monthly,
instead of on a biweekly basis.
The approval of paymentwill also
be delegated to allottee to elimi-
nate unnecessary delays in pay-
ment, Nena said in a news re-
lease.

Nena assures Walter that the
FSM will continue to provide
needed support for the state’s fi-
nancial stability.

From June 1997 to February of

this year, Chuuk State’s share of
FSM Revenues collected by
Chuuk Office endorses by appro-
priate Chuuk State officials and
deposits into the FSM
Government’s bank account as
payment of delinquent taxes.
Chuuk State owes a total of
$4.4 million in back taxes, $ 1.4

Jacob Nena

in principal and $ 3.0 million in
interest and penalties. Nena add-
ing, that he hopes to recover the
outstanding balance from the pro-
ceed of the Chuuk Recovery Loan
from the National Government
under Public Law No. 10-31, ap-
propriating $3,761,987 and au-
thorizing the lending of $
1,238,013 as first installment to
Chuuk State.

But Nena stated no definite ar-
rangement has beernr made among
the two governments and re-
quested Governor Walter’s as-
sistance on the matter.

" The sedan for people

o couldmse s

~ few extra thousand.
(Which we safely assume
_includes everyone) -

KEICO MOTORS

The ‘98 Sephia RS $13,895."

Dual airbags « 1.8 liter, 4-cylinder DOHC engine * Rear window defroster
« Steel side-door impact beams * 3-year/36,000-mile limited warrant
« 5-year/60,000-mile limited powertrain warranty

e automatic transmission

It’s about time everyone had a well made car.
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Tel. 234-0173




FSM looks forward to
Continental’s service

PALIKIR (FSMI1S) — The
'FSM Department of Transpor-
tation, Communication and
Infrastructure has expressed
appreciation over Continen-
tal Micronesia Inc.’s ‘favor-
able’ response to FSM’s con-
cerns on the airline’s services
for the nation.

A news release from the
FSM President’s Office said
Secretary. Lukner B.

Weilbacher had informed
CMIPresident James B. Ream
that the FSM Government ap-
proved last February 23
CMI’s new air service pro-

posal.

Essentially, CMI's service
proposal would enable Conti-
nental Micronesia to continue
to provide a minimum level of
services to the FSM and at the
same time provide travelers
flexibility and better connec-
tions to points beyond and be-
tween the FSM states.

The new plan would also
improve seat availability to
local residents at resident
fares, improve service to
Kosrae, increase One Pass
benefits to FSM residents;
while assuring the traveling

pubic that equipment utiliz-
ing in this vital air service
maintaining at the highest
standards possible.

Weilbacher informed Ream
that the FSM Government is
expecting to file a motion in
support of CMI’s application
with the U.S. Department of
Transportation.

Continental Micronesia ex-
pects to implement the new
schedule by April 1, and file
the necessary schedule and
tariff with the FSM Depart-
ment of Transportation, Com-
munication and Infrastructure.

_form govemment.

govemment.

Vanuatu parties to.
form coalition gov’t

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—Political parties in Vanuatu are now negoti-
ating to form a coalition government, after official results of March 6
general elections showed that no political party won a simple majority to

The official results announced Monday by the Electoral Commission
puts Vanuaaku Pati first with 18 seats, followed with the Union of
Moderate Parties 12, National United Party 11, Melanesian Progressive
Party 6, John Frum Movement 2, two Independent candidates and the
Vanuatu Republikan Pati with one seat.

Under the Electora] Act, within 21 days after the announcement of the
official results parliamient should convene for the formation of a  new

Meanwhile, of the 114, OOOmglstened voters only half thatnumber cast
their votes to elect the 52 new members of parliament.

:

Tonga Court fines 3 fishermen

NUKU’ALOFA (Pacnews)—
Tonga’s Supreme Court in Ha’apai
fined three fishermen 500 pa’anga
($US336) each for possession and
use of illegal methods of fishing.

* Justice Daniel Finnigan ordered
the trio Malakai, Tonga, L I’ekina Ika

Sienna

Has Arrivedill

== Sienna 1s much more than a mini van.

It’s a 7 passenger sedan.

Pairere #1

Stop by for a test drive today!

* An Inchcape Motors Company

Mlcro] Corporatlon Al the comer of Beach Road &

Chalan Mnsr. Guerrero in San Jose.
Call us at 234-5911 or fax us at 234-6514

and Mateakihe Lotu to pay the sum
withinthree monthsorface 12months
imprisonment, Radio Tonga reports.

This is another case of using the
“hookah” diving equipment which is
highly professional.

This gear is banned from use by
fishermen because it enables them to
fish indiscriminately for any kind of
sea resource regardless of efforts to
use sustainable means.

Two other fishermen were each
fined 400pa’anga($US269)lastweek
on similar charges.

Fiji mlnlster ,
receives clalms

of corruptlon

SUVA (Pacnews)—Those withevi-
dence tosupport claims of corruption
in Fiji’s department of road transport
have been asked to come forward by
Transport Minister David Pickering,
Pickering made the call following
numerouscomplaintsreceived by the
Road Safety Councilaboutsuchprac-
tices in the Vehicle Examining and
Licencingsections ofthe department,
Island NetworksCorporationreports.
The Road Safety Council says its
received complaints that some ve-
hicle and licence examiners are tak-
ing money before issuing licences to
individualsandtopass vehicleswhich
are not road worthy.

Meanwhile, the controller of the de-
partment has denied that any such
complaints have been received by
them.

Now Pickering says if anyone has
evidence thenthey shoutd informthe
transport ministry who will then re-
quest police assistance.

Journalists go

to workshop

HONIARA (Pacnews)—Journal-
ists from Solomon Islands and
Vanuatu are this week attending a
courtreporting workshopin Solomon
Islands capital, Honiara.

The one week workshop attended
by 21 printand broadcast media jour-
nalists was opened Monday by the
British high commissioner to
Solomon Islands Brian Connolly,
SIBC reports.

Connolly acknowledged thatwhile
news reporting is 4 crucial part of the
democratic processes, honest and
accuratereporting of the factsof court
cases is very important.

He said where inaccurate refer-
ences occur in court reporting, the
person or organisation might be li-
able, therefore joumnalists must be
adequately trained to carry out the
responsibility of covering judicial
proceedings.
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Arafat alde threatens settlers

By NASSER SHIYOUKHI
HEBRON, West Bank (AP) _The
Palestinian security chief in the West
Bank wamed Jewish settlers Mon-
day that they would "not leave alive”
if they tried to attack residents of
Hebron’sPalestinian-runareasagain.
Col. Jibril Rajoub also said that he
was suspending security cooperation
with Israeli troops in Hebron, one of
the hotspotsin the West Bank and the
scene of daily clashes in the past
week.

Rajoub was responding to an inci-
dentFriday in which about 30 Jewish
settlers stormed into Hebron’s Abu
Sneineh neighborhood in the Pales-
tinian-controlled area of town and
stoned an Arab home and smashed
the windshields of Arab-owned cars.

The settlers were then stoned by
Palestinians. Israeli troops fired rub-
berbullets atthe Palestinians, and two
journalists were injured.

The settlers said at the time they
were acting inresponsetoshotsbeing
fired on a Jewish compound from
Abu Sneineh.

The incident capped a week of
clashes between Israeli troops and
Palestinian stone throwers that were
trigeered by the shooting deaths of
three Palestinian workers atan Israeli
army roadblock west of Hebron a
week ago.

AtRajoub’s news conference, the
blood-smeared clothes of the three
workers were displayed on hangers
near the dais, alongside a blood-cov-
ered Koran, or Muslim holy book,
which officials claimed belonged to
one of the workers.

Rajoub warned the settlers against
returning tothe Palestinian-controlled
areas to make trouble. “Any settler
who will try to enter areas under
Palestinian control to attack Palestin-
ian residents will not leave alive,”
Rajoub told a news conference.

Rajoub alsosaid that “‘there will be
no security cooperation in Hebron
after this massacre (the deaths of the
three workers) unless we feel that all
the Palestinians are secure.”

Rajoub did not elaborate, but said
that the Palestinians would continue
tolive upto theircommitments made

Pa/est/n/an Secur/ty Chlef Co/ Jibril Rajoub right, speaks to an aide and Palestinian Information Min ster
Yasser Abed Rabbo, left. Rajoub warned Jewish settlers Monday that they would not leave alive if they tried
to attack residents of Hebron’s Palestinian-run areas again. ap

under the peace agreements with Is-
racl. He seemed to be implying that
the Palestinian security forces would
keep cooperating with Israeli troops
inquelling protests, as they had done
in the past week.

The Palestinian information min-
ister, Yasser Abed Rabbo, seemed to
soften Rajoub’s statements some-
what, saying that the Palestinian Au-
thority was not calling for attacks on
settlers.

“We are urging the Israeli govern-
ment to stop those people who break
the law, and to put an end to such
settler activities,” Abed Rabbo told
the news conference.

Asked about Rajoub’s threats
against the settlers, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said Mon-
day: **Grave threats lead to an escala-
tion and hot-headedness at a time
when we all need to concemn our-
selves withcalming the atmosphere.”

Noam Amon, spokesman for the
450 Jewish settlers in Hebron, said

ot
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Rajoub’sremarksexposed the “bar-
baric and terroristic nature of the
Palestinian Authority.”

The settlers involved in Friday’s
incident were summoned to the Is-
raeli police station in Hebron for
questioning on Sunday, but none

have showed up so far, said police
spokesman Ofer Sivan,

Several have called and asked to
postpone the questioning until a later
date, and others have simply stayed
away, Sivan said.

Police will ask a court to issue

arrest warrants for those who have
ignored the summons to appear for
questioning, Sivan said.

The settlers actions have sparked
heated debate in Israel’s Cabinet
about the role of the hundreds of
Israeli troops deployed in Hebron,
a city of 130,000 Palestinians.

Several Cabinet ministers com-
plained that the army was not do-
ing enough for the settlers.

The defense minister and the
armed forces chief of staff angrily
defended the soldiers. “*Soldiers
come to Hebron with sympathy

toward the settlers, and they feel
very differently when they leave,”
the armed forces chief of staff, Lt.
Gen. Amnon Shahak, was widely
quoted as telling the Cabinet on
Sunday.

In another development, a [9-
year-old Palestinian was in trans-
ferred to the intensive care ward at
Jerusalem’s Hadassah Hospital on
Monday, a day after being injured
in a stone-throwing clash near the
West Bank village of Tekoa.

There were conflicting reports
on how the teen-ager, Mohammed
Amur, was injured.

The director of a hospital in the
West Bank town of BeitJalla, where
Amur was taken first, said the youth
was shot by a live round in the
chest, and Palestinian witnesses
said the shot was fired by an Israeli
soldiers.

Governor of India’s largest state quits

LUCKNOW, India (AP) _ A
top official resigned Monday
after his dismissal of a
Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment in India’s largest
state touched off a political
furor, United News of India
news agency reported.

Uttar Pradesh Governor
Romesh Bhandari’s resigna-
tion came a day after the BJP
was named to head the fed-
eral government, which put
it in a position to fire

Bhandari.
State governors are ap-

pointed by the federal govern-
ment to oversee local admin-
istrations, while chief minis-
ters who are members of state

_assemblies are the top local
" politicians.

Bhandari dismissed Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Kalyan Singh Feb. 21, a day
before voting for the federal
parliament in the northern
state of Uttar Pradesh. The BJP
said the move was intended to
boost the chances of anti-BJP
parties in the election.

Two of the BJP’s allies had

walked out of the state’s rul-
ing coalition, prompting
Bhandari’s action.

The BJP complained
Bhandari did not give it a
chance to show it could still
put together a majority coa-
lition in the legislature, and
the courts agreed.

The Supreme Court or-
dered a confidence vote that
the BJP won Feb. 26. BJP
candidates also won 57 of
the 85 seats from Uttar
Pradesh in the federal par-
liament.
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Unions, Lee Cheuk-yan, said
on the radio that the govern-
ment was underestimating un-
employment by not counting
people who no longer go out
looking for work.

They would add another
100,000 people to the official

HONG KONG (AP) _ The
unemployment rate jumped
early this year as employers
hurt by Asia's economic cri-
sis cut jobs in construction,
retail, tourism and hotels and
real estate, Hong Kong's gov-
ernment said Monday. For
the three months ending Feb.
28, the unemployment rate
was 2.9 percent, up 0.4 per-
cent from the rate for the three  year.
months ending in January. The general secretary of the
Analysts expect Hong Confederation of- Trade

Kong's unemployment rate to
worsen.

Ian Perkins, chief economist
for the General Chamber of
Commerce, told Hong Kong
radio that a *“fairly bad pe-
riod” was likely through the
middle of the year, but gov-
ernment tax cuts and infra- unemployment rate and push
structure spending might help it to between 6-7 percent, he
provide more jobs later in the  said.

Citing reports of layoffs and
cutting of wages and benefits,
he said the situation was wors-

A man catches fish on a pierin foggy weather near the newly built Hong Kong S Trade and Convention Center
facing the territory’s picturesque harbor Tuesday. Hong Kong has been hit by foggy and rainy weather for
the last two weeks. ap
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ening.

Hong Kong's statistics de-
partment said in a statement
that there was a distinctrise in
unemployment after the Lu-
nar New Year at the end of
January.

It noted that employers of-
ten adjust their workforce af-
ter the holidays. This time,
the changes were larger be-
cause of the effects of the re-
gional economic crisis.

Hong Kong, with large foreign
currency reserves, has been able
to fight off currency speculation
and kept its currency pegged to
the U.S. dollar.

The price has been high in-
terestrates, which further slow
the economy.

Hong Kong, a finance cen-
ter for Asia, already had been
feeling the crunch from eco-
nomic problems elsewhere in
the region. Tourism, export
and retail sales have fallen
dramatically.

The government said the

HK jobless rate jumps

most jobs were lost in con-
struction, retail, restaurants
and hotels, real estate and
manufacturing. It said that
construction employment
would be boosted by big in-
frastructure and housing
projects the government is fi-
nancing.

Hong Kong has witnessed
the closure and downsizing of
a series of retail stores, de-
partment stores, restaurants
and investment banks.

Last November, the Japa-
nese retailer, Yaohan Depart-
ment Stores, closed all of its
nine Hong Kong outlets,
throwing 2,700 people out of
work.

In January, Hong Kong's
biggest finance house, Per-
egrine Investment Holdings
Ltd, folded, leaving 300
people jobless.

Cathay Pacific, the
territory’s flagship airline,
also fired nearly 800 staff
members to cut costs.

Seafood imports go under
close watch in Hong Kong

HONG KONG (AP) _ The gov-
ernment, faced with demands for
better public hygiene, said Mon-
day it will step up checks on im-
ported seafood to help combat an
outbreak of cholera.

Newspapers and some offi-
cials have pointed to Thailand
as the source of the cholera,
but a Thai official denied there
was a cholera problem.

The Hong Kong governmerit
has confirmed 18 cases of
cholera this year, including
three who contracted it during
visits to Thailand and several
others who became sick after
eating cockles imported from
Thailand in January.

Another 21 people were sus-
pected to have the disease fol-
lowing visits to Thailand.

However, Thailand’s deputy
health minister, Theerawat
Siriwansanon, said in a state-
ment that there has been an
outbreak of “severe diarrhea,”
not cholera. He said the bacte-
ria found are less deadly and
infectious than cholera.

Cholera is a yearly problem
in the region, but is appearing
earlier than normal in Hong
Kong this year.

At a meeting Monday of a
high-level task force, Hong
Kong officials decided to step
up tests on seafood imports
and ban imports without the
exporting countries’ official
seal of approval, said Thomas
Tsang, principal medical and
health officer.

Random checks on restau-
rants selling the Japanese dish
sashimi, bite-size chunks of
raw fish, will be stepped up,
the government said.

Officials on Sunday also
began to board planes arriv-
ing from Thailand to check on

passengers and explain the
disease. Port health officers
also screen sick travelers.

The public generally blamed
poor hygiene in local farms
and poultry vendors for the
spread of a mysterious bird
flu virus that killed six people
in Hong Kong last year.

Poor public hygiene also has
been blamed for other ill-
nesses. Several people suf-
fered food poisoning aftereat-
ing vegetable imports with
excessive pesticides last year.

Last week, authorities de-
cided to prosecute a seafood
vendor after health inspectors
found his fish tanks contained
toilet water.

They also shut down a res-
taurant after several diners
were suspected to have con-
tracted cholera there.

The mass-circulation Apple
Daily said Monday that al-
though Hong Kong could
match most of the rest of the
world in income and infra-
structure, “public hygiene, es-
pecially food hygiene, hasn’t
improved much” in the past
decade.

It called on the government
to close legal loopholes that
allow restaurants with poor
hygiene standards to operate.

Sing Tao Daily News also
urged the government control
use of sea water because Hong
Kong harbor will remain
heavily polluted due to delays
in completing a sewage sys-
tem.

The Oriental Daily News
urged the government to in-
crease monitoring of public
health problems in southern
China and southeast Asia so
that travelers can take precau-
tions.
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Korea talks procee slowly

GENEVA (AP)— After Day One
of four-way talks, signs are that
any improvement in relations be-
tween North and South Korea will
take some.time.

Much of Monday’s opening ses-
sion bogged down in procedural
wrangling over seating arrange-
ments and the format of bilateral
talks. Chinese Assistant
Foreign Minister Chen Jian, who
chaired the meeting, said the atmo-
sphere was good — “‘eventually.”

He said the current four-party
session will last at least three days.

Head-to-headtalks Tuesday will
be followed by -a formal plenary
session in the afternoon. The
participantsinclude the twoKoreas;
China, the most important ally of
the communist North; and the
United States, the maindefender of
the South.

The main item on the agendais a
permanent peace treaty to replace
the armistice ending the 1950-53
Korean War.

Most observers expect this to
take years.

Meanwhile, there is hope that
the talks will build confidence be-
tween the foes and reduce the risk
of a military flare-up.

Chen said there was a consensus
that the talks should focus on the
easy issues first, before moving to
more difficult ones.

In a speech during a two-hour
plenary session Monday, Chen also
stressed that the agenda was gen-
eral, allowing each delegation to
raise its main concems.

This was a reference to
Pyongyang’sinsistence ondiscuss-
ing the withdrawal of the 37,000
American troops in South Korea.

It was this demand that bogged
down atwo-day session in Decem-

Japan bank
OKs $600M
Thai loan

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) _
The Export Import Bank of Japan
signed an agreement Monday to
provide $ 600 million in loans to
boost Thailand’s exports, aimed
at lifting the country out of
recesssion.

Finance Minister Tarrin
Nimmanahaeminda said the
money will be split evenly be-
tween the Industrial Finance Corp.
of Thailand, a development bank,
and the Export-Import Bank of
Thailand. They will use the funds
to provide loans to cash-strapped
exporters.

Tarrin said the loan will carry a
2.65 percent annual interest rate
and mature in five years. Thai-
land will not have to pay interest

*-for the first three years.

~ Thailand’seconomicslumphas
hurt most manufacturers and ex-

" porters, which have found it hard

to get loans from domestic banks
to finance operations.

The government expects ex-
ports to grow 6.2 percentin 1998,
up from 3.5 percent in 1997.

That is well below the 24 per-
cent growth enjoyed in 1995, the
last year of a decade-long eco-
nomic boom.

ber, and may well do so again this
week.

InSeoul, the new president, Kim
Dae-jung, said the U.S. military
presence was vital to peace in the
region.

“The U.S. forces stationed on the
Korean Peninsula and in Japan are
decisive to the maintenance of
peace and balance of power, not
only on the peninsula but also in
Northeast Asia,” Kim told gradu-
ating cadets of the Korean Military
Academy.

Kim, a onetime dissident, has
made improving relations with the
North a priority. But his govern-
ment is distracted by the country’s
economic crisis.

Meanwhile, North Korea has in-
dicated that it is willing to start an
inter-Korean dialogue in parallel
with the Geneva process.

For years it refused to talk di-
rectly with Seoul, accusing-it of
being anti-national and anti-unifi-
cation.

But Pyongyang has still gone
ahead with annual wartime mobili-
zation exercises.

Stanley Roth, US Secretary for Asia Foreign Affairs, Young Shik Song, South Korean Vice minister for
Foreign Affa/rs Chen Jian, Chinese deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Kim Gye Gwan, North Korean
Vice mln/sterforFore/gn Affairs (from left) demonstrate unity prior to the four party talks on Korea at the United

Nations in Geneva on Monday AP
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Malaysia, Singapore talk cooperation

SINGAPORE (AP) — In the
midst of economic turmoil, neigh-
boring countries can cooperate
on investment and development
projects, Malaysia’s trade and in-
dustry minister told Singaporean
business leaders Monday.

“I am confident that there are
still many areas in which busi-
nessmen from both Singapore and
Malaysia can cooperate for our
mutual benefit,” Rafidah Azizsaid
in a meeting with the Singapore

Confederation of Industries.

Itis the first of a series of inter-
national meetings she has sched-
uled to advertise the Malaysian
government’s incentives for in-
vestment.

“There is still considerable
scope to exploit the business op-
portunities available in Malaysia
despite the current economic
downturn,” she said.

Malaysia and Singapore, once
united, have had testy relations,

EMPLOYMENT
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% PUBLIC
NOTICE

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 11. Governor Pedro P. Tenorio
and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Marianas Visitors
Bureau, hereby give notice that a Special Board Meeting of Friday,
February 20. 1998, will reconvene on Thursday, March 19, 1998 at
10:00 a.m., at the MVB Conference Room, Professional Building in
San Jose.

MARIANAS

VISITORS BUREAU

The agenda remains as follows:
AGENDA
1. Preliminary Matters
a. Roll Call
b. Adoption of Agenda
¢.  Adoption of Minutes-12/9-10/97, 12/27/97, 1/6/98

II. Old Business
a. Attorney General's Letter to 1&S Corporation (Action)
b. Financial Management issues

I11. Miscellaneous/Announcements

1V. Adjournment

/s/ANTONIO S. GUERRERO

Chairman, MVB Board of Directors

but Ms. Aziz said history and
tradition should not “‘cloud com-
mon sense.” Singapore is
Malaysia's third largest trading
partner, after the United States
and Japan.

Commenting during a news
conference on an idea floated by
an opposition politician in the
Singapore Parliament last Friday,
Rafidah said there is noreason for
the two countries to form an eco-
nomic union because they have
plenty of bilateral trade agree-
ments and are also part of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations trading area.

Malaysia’s national news
agency, Bernama, quoted Malay-

sian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad Saturday as saying the
idea of an economic union would
be studied indepth “and we’re not
rejecting it.”

Rafidah alsostepped away from
the idea of using the Singapore
dollar as a base for trade within
the region, a suggestion floated
by Mahathir during a visit to
Singapore in February.

Singapore officials have been
cold to the suggestion, saying it
could make the Singapore dollar
more vulnerable.

She said Malaysia is very inter-
ested in using local currencies for
trade within Southeast Asia. But
she added,

“We 're not talking about inter-
nationalizing anybody’s currency,
let alone the Singapore dollar.”

But she said that shifting to
local currencies for trade would
increase demand for the local.cur-
rencies, thus increasing their value
against the U.S. dollar and other
hard currencies.

She agreed with a suggestion
by the Singapore confederation
head, Robert Chua, that a free
trade zone in Johore, the southern
Malaysian state that borders
Singapore, is worth looking at.

The principal ‘developer in the
area has made such a proposal
and the Malaysian government is
reviewing it, she said.

Ranariddh says Hun Sen has

begun to demolis

By ROBIN McDOWELL
PHNOMPENH, Cambodia (AP)
_ Deposed co-prime minister
Norodom Ranariddh said Monday
that Cambodia’s strongman, Hun
Sen, has “begun to demolish” a
Japanese-initiated peace plan that
would allow him to take part in
upcoming elections.

Ranariddh’s statement came the
day before he was to face charges
of colluding with the outlawed
Khmer Rouge guerrilla group in
the second of two trials stage-man-
aged by Hun Sen’s government.

The court has charged the exiled
prince _ who will be tried in absen-
tia _ with violating a law making
the Khmer Rouge illegal.

The law was adopted unani-
mously by the National Assembly
in July 1994, but few, if any, pros-
ecutions have been made under it.
Ranariddh could face life impris-
onment if convicted.

He also is being charged under a
conspiracy statute enacted when

the United Nations administered
the country in 1991-93, and under
another anti-KhmerRouge law en-
acted by the former communist

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION

Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan hereby give Notice that pursuant to Public Law
8-41, Section 11, a Regular Meeting of the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC) Board of Directors
will be held on Thursday, March 19, 1998, at 10:00 AM in the CUC Conference Room in Lower Base,

Saipan. The Agenda is as follows:

1. PRELIMINARY MATTERS
A. Call to Order
B. Roll Call
C. Adoption of Agenda
D. Adoption of Minutes - February 12, 1998
II. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
1L EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
A. Financial Report
B. Rota
C. Tinian
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Cable TV & Telecommunications
B. Personnel
V. OLD BUSINESS
A. Saipan Water Desalination Facility
VI NEW BUSINESS
VIL PUBLIC COMMENTS
VIII.  CORRESPONDENCE
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. On-going Litigation Matters
B. Saipan 80 Megawatt RFP Contract Discussions
X. ADJOURNMENT

/s/ BENJAMIN A. SABLAN, Chairman

Pursuant to PL 8-41, Section 13, Item (6), the Board may vote to meet in Executive Session.

bt

h peace plan

Cambodian Second prime Minister Hun Sen bids a last farewell to his

mother Dy Pok during a funeral procession at a Phnom Penh pagoda
Friday. Hun Sen canceled all public appearance this week to mourn the

-death of his 79-year-old mother. ap

regime in 1981,

The 1981 law appears to allow
the death penalty for “extueme”
offenses.

“But it is up to the court to de-
cide,” Sao Sok, the chief prosecu-
tor of the military court, said Mon-
day.

He said that he will call 24 wit-
nesses to testify against Ranariddh
in the trial, which-he expects to last
one or two days.

Ranariddh was a leading propo-
nentofthe 1994 anti-KhmerRouge
bill, calling ita“*victory fordemoc-
racy.”

Critics had warned it could be
used to stifle opposition and pre-
ventnegotiations with the guerrilla
group, which then posed a military
threat to the government,

Massdefectionsin 1 996severely
weakened the group.

Although a guilty verdict is vir-
tually guaranteed _ the courts are
controlled by Hun Sen’s Cambo-

dian People’s Party _ Ranariddh
may not have tospendeven a day in
jail.

The trial is part of a Japanese plan
that would require him to seek a
pardon from his father, constitutional
monarch King Norodom Sihanouk,
so that he can return to Cambodia to
participateinelectionsscheduled July
26.

Butanews release issued Monday
in Bangkok by Ranariddh’s office
charged that *Hun Sen and his asso-
ciates have begun to demolish the
Japanese plan by adding new condi-
tions to the already agreed plan.”

Hun Sen deposed Ranariddh as
his co-premier in a coup last July.
Dozens of the prince’s supporters
were executed in the weeks that
followed.

Hun Sen has chosen to proceed
with the elections to try to legiti-
mize his rule and lure back foreign
aid that was cut following his vio-
lent power grab.

e TS
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By RON KAMPEAS
UNITEDNATIONS (AP)—Last
year’s historic pact on global warm-

" ing will be meaningless if ratifica-

tion of the treaty is blocked in the
United States, the pact’s top ad-
ministrator said Monday.

“The United States is too impor-
tant, too weighty in the world’s
economy, in the world’s carbon
economy, for a climate regime to
function well without it,” said
Michael Zammit Cutajar, the Ex-
ecutive Secretary .of the U.N. Cli-
mate Change Convention.

‘Diplomats from 150 nations
haggled for 11 days last December
in Kyoto, Japan, over the agree-
ment, which for the first time will
commit nations to rolling back
emissions — carbon dioxide from
burmning fossil fuels and five other
atmospheric gases — to pre-1990
levels by 2012.

U.S. President Bill Clinton
backed the treaty, but his represen-

extend binding commitments to
developing countries, leading crit-
ics to argue businesses would flee
to countries not bound by the same
emissions ceilings.

Developing countries, led by
China, said their economies could
not sustain the radica!l changes that
the pact required, and demanded
the right to opt in voluntarily.

Republicans in the U.S. Senate
say that is inequitable and have
vowed tokill any efforttoratify the
treaty.

The United States accounts for
36percentof worldwide 1990emis-
sions, making it the largest gas
emitter, Zammit Cutajarsaid. With-
out the United States, implement-
ing the pact “would not be pos-
sible,” he said at U.N. headquarters
in New York.

The Kyoto Protocol will enter
into force 90 days after it has been
ratified by at least 55 parties to the
convention — and that must in-

tatives failed in their main effort to

:

R

tracks to stop nuke ship

AHAUS, Germany (AP) _ Four
Greenpeace activists bound them-
selves to train tracks Monday
leading to the temporary nuclear
waste storage site in Ahaus, hop-
ing to stop next week’s rail trans-
port of spent atomic fuel.

On March 23 _next Monday _
rail containers of nuclear waste
from power plants in the southern
German towns of
Neckerwestheim and Guenzburg
are tobegin the journey to Ahaus,
more than 400 kilometers (250
miles) to the north.

Greenpeace and other protest
groups claim the rail containers
are not leak-proof, despite assur-
ances from German energy au-
thorities.

They say the 60 tons of atomic
waste to be transported is toxic
enough to create an environmen-
tal catastrophe on the scale of the
1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster.

They also complain that the

clude developed countries repre-

Kids with their faces painted with the Irish flag, look on with anticipation
as they wait for Chicago’s South Side Irish Parade to start Sunday. They
are all from Orland Park, lil. ap

Activists bind selves to train

waste sits indefinitely at tempo-
rary storage sitesbecause there is
not yet a permanent storage facil-
ity.

Thousands of anti-nuclear ac-
tivists protested over the week-
end, rallying outside the nuclear
power plants in Neckerwestheim
and Guenzburg and outside the
Ahaus storage site, in the north-
western state of North Rhine-
Westphalia. Theyurged Germany
to stop using nuclear power.

Three previous nuclear waste
transports since 1995, all to the
temporary storage facility in
Gorleben, have been met by fierce
protests. Last year, secuiity mea-
sures to safeguard the transport
raised the total costs over 100
million marks.

Activists have been protesting
the March 23 transport for weeks,
demonstrating in Bonn and
Stuttgart and sabotaging electric
rail lines and train ticket machines.

senting at least 55 percent of the
ratifying nations’ total 1990 car-
bon dioxide emissions.

Nations and companies may
“buy” emission reductions from
othernations, he said, asystem that
could lead to a burgeoning emis-
sions market.

Developing countries, not bound

by any reduction, could earn
money by assuming a developed
country’s required reduction.

“Reconciling all those transac-
tions in a global economy ... does
give rise to the need for more
accountants and auditors,” said
Zammit Cutajar.

Zammit Cutajar was at U.N.

UN: Climate pact in peril

headquarters to attend the first
day of signings of the protocol.

The signings — on Monday,
by Argentina, Switzerland,
Maldives, Samoa, Argentina and
Antiguaand Barbuda—are sym-
bolic, because the treaty needs
ratification to be legally effec-
tive.
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CNMI GOVERNOR’S DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL
Assistive Technology Project

PUBLIC HEARING

WHO: All persons with disabilities, their families, friends, parents of children with disabilities,
advocates, teachers, employers, school administrators or service providers and other interested persons.

"WHAT: Public Hearings regarding the status and progress of the Systems of Technoiogy-Related
Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities (STRAID) Assistive Technology Project.

PURPOSE: The CNMI Governor’s Developmental Disabilities Council through its Assistive Technology
Project or STRAID is required by federal law to submit an Annual Program Performance Report for grant
continuation. The purpose of the hearing is to gather input on success of the project, needs, news issues and
public opinion regarding the Assistive Technology Services in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands.

Public Hearings will be held on the island of Saipan, Tinian and Rota.
Hearings will be held on the following dates:

-Kiyu lic Librar Vi
Thursday, March 19, 1998
6:30p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Lorilyn’s Restaurant San Jose Village, Tinian
Monday, March 23, 1998
11:302.m.-1:00p.m.

Rota Resort untry Cl ngSong Village, Rota
Thursday, March 26, 1998

11:30a.m-1:00p.m.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals who wish to attend this meeting, but requires
accessibility such as large print or sign language interpreters, must call 322-3014 (Voice/TDD). Several days notice is
necessary to allow organizers ample time to make necessary arrangements. Written or verbal comments are welcome.

For further inquiries, please call the Council at 322-3015 (V/TDD) or 322-3015 (V).

SAIPAN, CNMI

OPPORTUNITIES IN RADIO
SALES & MARKETING

SORENSEN PACIFIC BROADCASTING INC. IS LOOKING TO
EXPAND ITS RADIO SALES & MARKETING STAFF FOR CNMI'S
NUMBER ONE RADIO STATION POWER 99FM.

SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES MUST BE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE
WITHAMINIMUM OF 2 YEARS WORKING EXPERIENCE AND MUST
HAVE RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION.

WE OFFER EXCELLENT TRAINING, BENEFITS INCLUDING AN-
ATTRACTIVE PAY SCALE BASED ON THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE
UNLIMITED INCOME.

APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED THROUGH MARCH 27TH.

CONTACT CURTIS DANCOE AT 235-7996 EXT. 101 TODAY!

SORENSEN PACIFIC BROADCASTING INC. IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.
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T are wanted as
LE a MATHCOUNTS
volunteer!
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Volunteers are needed for March 28th. Contact the CNMI
MATHCOUNTS office for details.. Phone: 322-7814,
Fax: 322-6044

y2) 7/

WORLOW/IDE EXPRESS *

COURIERS

DHL WORLDWIDE EXPRESS IS SEEKING CUSTOMER
ORIENTED COURIERS FOR P/U & DELIVERY OF TIME
SENSITIVE MATERIALS. MUST POSSESS AVALID DRIVER'S
LICENSE AND CLEAN DRIVING RECORD. ABILITY TO LIFT
UP TO 70 LBS & EXCELLENT COMMUNICATION SKILLS
ESSENTIAL. MUST BE ABLE TO TYPE 35-45 WPM.

DHL OFFERS AN EXCELLENT BENEFIT PACKAGE
INCLUDING:

- HEALTH & VISION INSURANCE

» DENTAL INSURANCE

« LIFE INSURANCE

« DISABILITY INSURANCE

- PAID VACATION AFTER 6 MONTHS

« INTERLINE TRAVEL BENEFITS

+ TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

+ 401K PLAN

APPLICATIONS MAY BE PICKED UP AT THE SAIPAN SERVICE
CENTER LOCATION IN CHALAN LAULAU (WHITE TWO-
STORY BUILDING AT THE NORTH OF MCDONALD’S
RESTAURANT. NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE.

CEANRRE

SOLICITATION FOR LEGAL SERVICES

US lawmakers cast
doubt on CIA report

By JIM ABRAMS
WASHINGTON(AP)—CIA find-
ings that its agents had no role in
bringing crack cocaineintothe United
States met with serious contention
from lawmakers who questioned the
agency's ability to investigate itself.

“Inmy informed opinion, the CIA
inspector general report and the in-
vestigation lack credibility, and its
conclusions must be dismissed,” said
U.S. Rep. Maxine Waters of Califor-
niaatahearing Monday of the House
Select Commiittee on Intelligence.

The hearing was the first since the
CIA inspector general on January 28
issued the first part of its report on
whether the CIA colluded with allies
of Nicaraguan Contrastoraise money
by bringing crack cocaine into the
United States in the 1980s.

CIJA Inspector General Frederick
Hitz, repeating the conclusions of the
report, stressed that the 18-month

investigation found no evidence of
any conspiracy by CIA agents or
assets to bring drugs into the United
States.

He added that he had uncovered
no information that the CIA in any
way hindered the arrests or convic-
tions of drug traffickers, including
several withContraconnections, who
helped start the crack epidemic in
urban America in the 1980s.

Allegations of CIA links to drug
dealers surfaced in an August 1996
series published by the San Jose
Mercury Newswhichconcluded that
a San Francisco Bay area drug ring
sold cocaine in Los Angeles and
funneled profits to the Contrarebels
for the better part of a decade.

Thenewspaperseriesalsoreported
that two Nicaraguan cocaine deal-
ers, Oscar Danilo Blandon and
NorwinMeneses, were civilianlead-
ersof ananti-communistcommando

group formed and run by the CIA
during the 1980s.

The articles were followed by a
storm of protests in urban areas such
as South Central Los Angeles, with
citizens demanding answers as to
whether their communities had been
ravaged by drugs to help pay for a
foreign policy goal.

“The public remains skeptical,”
said U.S. Rep. Juanita Millender-
MeDonald, who represents some of
the poorer areas of Los Arigeles. The
information in the report, she said,
shows that “'the CIA tumed a blind
eye at best to Contra drug activities.”

Waters, whorepresents South Cen-
tral Los Angeles and has been the
leader in pursuing alleged CIA links
to drug dealing, blasted the Hitz re-
port, citing extensive findings from
her own inquiry of connections be-
tween the CIA-backed Contras and
the flow of drugs.

Fundraiser Chung plea-bargains

By LINDA DEUTSCH
LOS ANGELES (AP) _ Demo-
cratic fund-raiserJohnny Chung, who
has agreed to help prosecutors prcb-
ingcampaignfinance abuses, pleaded
guilty Monday to charges of funnel-
ing$20,000inillegal contributionsto
President Bill Clinton’s re-election
bid.

Chung also pleaded guilty to
charges involving an $ 8,000 dona-
tion to the campaign of Sen. John
Kermry of Massachusetts, tax evasion
andfraudulently obtaininga$ 157,500
loan on his home.

Chung, 43, stood before U.S. Dis-
rictJudge ManuelReal and answered
“Yes” repeatedly when asked if he
was pleading guilty because he was
indeed guilty.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

The Board of Directors of the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation
(NMHC), represented by the undersigned, is seeking services from quali-
fied firms or individuals licensed in the Commonwealth to serve as legal
counsel for the NMHC, such services as providing advice and assistance
pertaining to legal matters with respect to its operations. Terms and con-
ditions shall be set forth in a coniract to be executed upon selection of the

legal counsel.

Qualified individuals or firms must submit a letter of interest, together
with a proposed fee schedule and background qualifications of counsel or
associates, to Ms. MaryLou S. Ada, Corporate Director, P.0. Box 514,
Saipan, MP 96950, or delivery of documents to NMHC’s Central Office
located in Garapan. Deadline for submission of documents is Friday, March

20, 1998 at 10:00 A.M.

NMHC reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive any
imperfection in same in the interest of the Corporation.

/s/ JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman of the Board

The judge scheduled sentencing
for July 20 at the request of defense
attorney Brian Sun, who cited sec-
tions of the plea agreement which
remained sealed.

The delay in sentencing was de-
signed to allow prosecutors to con-
tinue questioning Chung and to per-
hapstocall him before a grand jury or
other investigative body in connec-
tion with the campaign finance scan-
dal.

The judge stressed that he was not
promising Chung any specific sen-
tence and that the plea agreement did
not require him to grant leniency.

Chung said he understood.

Chungcouldface 37 yearsinprison
and $ 1.45 million in fines, but plea
bargains usually involve arequest for
substantially reduced penalties. The
sentence usually is determined by
how much useful information the
defendant provides.

The charges against Chung
were substantially lower than
those he could have faced given
the extent of his contributions to
Democratic causes.

He actually donated some $
400,000 to Democratic causes and
candidates between 1994 and 1996.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton addresses the crowd at a dedication
ceremony for the Children’s Assessment Center in Houston Monday.
The facility, which treats abused children, is the largest of its kind in the

nation. Ap
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Pacific Medical Center

D’Torres Bldg. Middle Road
Garapan
Tel. No. 233-8100

ue to the overwhelming
response to comply with the
new regulation we will:

 open daily including
Saturday and Sunday
from 8:00AM to 10:00PM

We promise less waiting,
less frustration and more
organized process.

Thank you for
your understanding

DOWNTOWN
MARKET

<—1to LOWER BASE € MIDDLE ROAD
milw

@
o)

PACIFIC

IVII-X\:IE;T MEDICAL GASOLINE
CENTER STATION
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Freeze
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the frecze-hiring legislation.

Introduced by Reps. Maria T
Peter (Ind.-Saipan, Pree. 3) and
Heinz 8. Hofschneider (R-Saipan,
Prec. 3). 1L.B. 11-31 seeks to pro-
hibitthe new hire of alien workers
particularly in the garment indus-
wy.

Exempted from the proposed
moratoriumare alien workers who
are already in the CNMI and
whose contracts will be renewed.

Also exempted is the hiring of

analien worker toreplace another
alien in the same employment
position.

The bill authoritizes the gover-
nor to grant other exemptions,
specitically to prospective em-
ployers who have  invested at
least $5 million in either a "major
new development™ or the expan-
sion of an existing development
project.

One of the amendments made
by the Senate was the accepted an
amendment offered exemption
clause for investors on Rota and
Tinian from the moratorium if
they invest at least $250.000.

Mayor

_Continued from page 1

“Unfortunately. Sablan said,
“we only have one.”

“We don’t have enough equip-
ment to accomplish so much.”

He said the flatbed truck is also
currently being used to haul away
cut trees.

A second flatbed truck. accord-
ing to Sablan,is still under repair.

Sablan said the Mayor’s Office
couldhave been picking up around
40

carsamonthifithasthe needed
heavy machinery.

“Right now,” he said. “we are
averaging like 25 (junk cars) a

month.”

The hauling of junk cars is part
of the municipal government’s
beautification drive.

These vehicles are turned over
toaLowerBase junkyard where a
commissioned firm then recycles
it abroad.

Residential owners are not
charged,” Sablan said.

He urged concerned residents
to phone in sites where junk ve-
hicles have been left behind by
owners.

Saipan Mayor Jose C. Sablan,
inan earlierinterview, said asize-
able number of these cars are those
bought and cannibalized by
former owners.

MCV .

Continued from page 1

said in a press statement.

He added that MCV had to con-
siderprogramming costs and other
factors like the multi-ethnic sub-
scriber base, hotel and tourist
needs which made the job *‘a very
daunting task.”

He said the company is bent on
eliminating redundant network
channels because “we want to

make sure that when we add new
channels, we're actually filling a
need rather than a space.”

Butiers said all aspects of the
SCTV systems have been merg-
ing with MCV since the purchase
of the company in December.
Earlier this year, customer ser-
vice, accounting and program-
ming were moved to the MCV
offices and studios in Susupe.

The outside operations and in-
stallation crews have also been
converted over to MCV.

Aninitial task in the consolida-
tion of the two cable companies
was to create one playback center
for both systems.

“Untl we could link our fiber
to theirs, we have had 1o keep the
old SCTV centerrunning, or there
would be areas without cable ser-
vices,” Butters said.

He stressed that once the extra

fiber finally arrived, MCV will be
able to bypass the SCTV plant at
a location that would offer a
“good, clean signal to all sub-
scribers.”

Typhoon Keith rendered
MCV’s main satellite dish dam-
aged,negating some live program-
ming. Since thattime, the remain-
ing dishes at both Garapan and
Susupe have been utilized in or-
dertocontinue providing as much
live programming as possible until
the consolidation is complete,
according to the company's me-
dia statement.

“We've moved cable dishes
back down to San Jose, coinci-
dentally where they used to be
when SCTV was there. They are

setupandready to go when power.

is activated to the site,” Butters
said.

He said this is expected to give
MCYV better dishes to rely on for its
live programming, with ample back
up capabilities for future storms.

“We’ve tried, as much as pos-
sible, to organize the lineup in a
way that makes sense. So we’ve
put the premiums all together in
one area. We've moved the net-
works a little closer together and
eliminated some of the redundant
network channels that just re-

peated the same programs,” he
explained.
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Bill

Continued from page 3

officials and personnel of the
MVB should be aware of the poli-
cies and action of DOC.

Attheirdiscretion, the twoagen-
cies “may enter into anagreement
to coordinate any of their activi-
ties, to share staff or administra-
tive services, or otherwise (0 im-
prove efficiency and effective-
ness,” EO 94-3 states.

The bill also reduces the num-
berof board members from Tinian

and Rota from two each to only
one.

Five of the boaxd members
would be appointed by the gover-
nor subject to Senate confirma-
tion, while four would be chosen
from among the MVB members.

All members of the board would
serve a term of four years, includ-
ing those not appointed by the
governor.

At present the five members
representing the hotels, airlines,
major retailers, small businesses,
and travel agencies serve only a

one-year term.

The board of directors, under
the bill, is tasked among other
things to promote the CNMI as a
tourist destination and facilitate
the orderly growth and mainte-
nance of the visitor industry.

The MVB office, on the other
hand, would do the conducting of
“programs or advertising, public-
ity and promotion designed to fa-
miliarize the traveling public with
the Mariana Islands and their at-
tractions” to increase the number
of visitors.

Anti .
Continued from page 3

The CNMI Constitution cat-
egorically prohibits abortion, but
there is no statute that pronounces
it as a criminal act and imposes
penalties.

“Abortion is a violation of the
Constitution, but the question is,
‘what is the penalty for violating
the Constitution?’ Right now there

is no criminal penalty for such
violation,” Asst. Atty. Gen. Rob-
ert Dunlap said.

In the absence of an anti-abor-
tion statute, Dunlap said any cases
of abortion would have to be dealt
with on a case-to-case basis.

“If we find evidence that abor-
tions are being performed here,
there would be a number of issues
that may arise,” Dunlap said.

One issue, he said, might deal

with the question of whether the
person found performing abor-
tion is authorized to practice it.

Some legal observers view the
CNMTI'’s prohibition of abortion
as “illegal” because it is inconsis-
tent with the US Constitution
whichalways has supremacy over
the CNMI Constitution.

Inthe Roe v Wade doctrine, the
US Supreme Court upheld the
woman’s “right to choose.™

OSHA’s

Continued from page 4

Flushing toilet paper was not
allowed, so feces-covered toilet
paper often overflowed from
waste baskets in the bathrooms.
Without adequate and operable
showerorlaundry facilities, work-
ers were often unable to clean
themselvesor theirsoiled clothes.

In the AgriGeneral inspection,
OSHA issued penalties in the
amountof $ 1,072,000 for forcing
its employees to live and work
underlife-threatening conditions.

In the migrant housing, OSHA

found such conditions as raw sew-
age as much as an inch deep in a
basement; drinking water con-
taminated with fecal coliform
bacteria; ungrounded electrical
fixtures and wiring; no laundry
facilities; inadequate lighting; no
screens on windows; allowing
insectinfestation; and holes in the
foundations permitting rodents,
mosquitos and other pests to har-
bor.

Ms. Onni goes on to state *“So
my question is, why the enor-
mous federal concernon Saipan?”
This region has responsibility for
working conditions in the CNMI,
and we will enforce OSHA stan-

dards when we observe hazards,
as do the other OSHA regions in
their respective areas of jurisdic-
tion.

I hope that Ms. Onni is not
suggesting that because Saipan is
over 6,000 miles from the main-
land that OSHA ought to be less
concerned about the conditions
of workers in workplaces and la-
bor barracks on island, or that
workers there deserve less pro-
tection than workers on the main-
land.

FRANK STRASHEIM
Regional Administrator

Iraq

Continued from page 2

cially “the black hole that is their
biological program.”

Butler, an Australian, also accused
Iraq of using propaganda to try to get
itsallies onthe U.N. Security Council
to restrain the inspectors.

Meanwhile, Newsweek magazine

reports in this week’s issue that the
FBI investigated allegations that a
covert CIA agent encouraged an as-
sassination atternpt against Saddam
by an Iraqi resistance group.

Theinvestigation tumedupnoevi-
denceofillegal activity,and the agent
_ code-named Bob _later was deco-
rated by the CIA.

The agent informed CIA head-
quarters of a plan by the dissidents to

ambush the Iraqi president’s convoy
onavulnerable stretch of road and
kill him, Newsweek said.

He was ordered to discourage
the resistance fighters from at-
tempting the ambush, and it was
not clear whether the attack ever
took place, the magazine said.

U.S. law prohibits the CIA from
plotting to assassinate foreign lead-
ers.

Industrialist ...

Continued from page 2

more than4.3millionyen(dlrs33,333)
in entertainmient to provide banks
with inside information. The arrest
tamnished the bank’s formerly spot-
less record.

Inaseparate newsconference Tues-
day, Finance Minister Hikaru
Matsunaga welcomed the appoint-
ment of Hayami, whose career at the
central bank exceeded 30 years. “An

extremely respectable person was
chosen,” Matsunaga said.

Hayami had told Japanese report-
erslate Monday thathe had consulted
with former BOJ govemor Yasushi
Mieno, Matsushita’s predecessor,
before deciding to accept the bank’s
top post.

The widely respected Hayami cur-
rently serves as an adviser to Nissho
Iwai Corp., a major Japanese trading
company, and has written two books.

He jointed the BOJ in 1947 and
was eventually promoted to the

post of executive director before
retiring in 1981. He then joined
Nissho Iwai, becoming president
in 1984 and chairman in 1987. He
assumed the post of advisor in
1994,

He also headed the Japan Asso-
ciation of Corporate Executives,
a leading business lobby, from
1991 to 1995.

The widening bribery scandal
involving wining and dining in
return for favors has stunned
Japan’s powerful bureaucracy.

House

Continued from page 1

“We are aware that there are
major violations by business es-
tablishments including security
agencies, construction, and man-
power services; they all should be
monitored,” Benavente said.

Attao’sresolution came follow-
ing reports that the Department of
the Interior’s Office of Insular
Affairs had found evidence of
“apparel transshipment” by some
garment manufacturers as well as

“forced abortion, and religious
persecution” suffered by workers
in the garment sector.

This report had prompted the
government to conduct raids on

garment factories in the CNMI.-

The operations conducted by la-
bor and immigration agents found
violations of safety standards in
some factories and the presence
of inadequately documented and
deportable workers.

“The people of the Common-
wealth would no longer tolerate
the continuous abuses made by
those garment manufacturers who

violate the laws of the CNMI,”
Attao said in an interview.

Attao said CNMI officials have
to prove to the federal government
that they are *‘taking the issues seri-
ously.”

“We’re doing our part here to do
some corrective actions on any viola-
tions,” Attac added.

Meanwhile, Insular Affairs Direc-
tor Allen Stayman said garment shut-
down is not what the federal govern-
ment wants (0 see,

He did not give assurance that any
plan toshutdown the garment indus-
try would eliminate the need to ex-

tend the federal laws on immigration
and minimum wage to the CNML

“First, there are plenty of labor and
immigration problems outside the
garment industry,” Stayman said.
*“Second, we are not trying to shut
down the garment industry but the
Administration wants the industry to
make a choice.”

He said the federal government
only wants the garment sector to
either “comply with the intent of
the CNMTI’s favorable trade sta-
tus by hiring at least 50 percent
US/FAS workers”
or “stop using the ‘Made in the

USA’ label and start paying tariffs as
“foreign’ manufacturers must.”

“CNMI and the garment indus-
try have theirchoice between these
two reasonable options,” he said.

Benavente saideitherof the two
options laid down by the federal
government would kill the indus-
try.

“Whois he (Stayman) kidding?
There’s no way we can have a 50
percentlocal hire,and taking away
the ‘Made inthe USA’ label would
remove the CNMI’s competitive-
ness in the world market,”
Benavente said.

i AT

o e L e e D

l

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-21

’Wananas ‘VartetJ" CM

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior fo publication

'NOTE; If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us
{ immediately to make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety
INews and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We
1 reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time,

~Job Vacancy
Announcementf |

01 ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTER-Sal-
ary:$1,277.00 per month

Contact: JOSE K. PANGELINAN dba
MD Group & Assoc. Tel. 234- 0484(3/
18)W25724

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: ROMAN B. MATSUMOTO dba
Garapan Safeway Tel. 234-5765(3/
18)W25720

04 (CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISOR)-
Salary:$4.00-8.00 per hour

05 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour
05MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
05 STEEL WORKER-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

05 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

Contact: FLETCHER PACIFIC CON-
STRUCTION CO., LTD. (CNMI) Tel.
234-3301(3/18)W70983

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,800.00 per month

Contact: FTD, LTD. Tel. 322-3366(3/
18)W25736

01  SALES MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,675.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,400.00
per month

Contact: WESTERN SALES TRADING
COMPANY Tel. 234-6031(3/18)W25733

06 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

0t ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary:$950.00 per
month

03 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour’

Contact: BRIAN P. REYES dba BPR
Professional Services Tel. 234-9127(3/
25)W25809

01 ASST. (PROJECT ENGINEER)-Sal-
ary:$1,753.00 per month

Contact: NK3 CONSTRUCTION CO.,
INC. Tel. 322-1808(3/25)W25808

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: HONG ELECTRIC ENTER-
PRISES, INC. Tel. 234-1324(4/
1)W25893

02 AUTO BODY REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.20 per hour

Contact: PHILIPPINE EAGLE CORPO-
RATION dba Phitippine Eagle Auto Re-
pair Shop Tel. 288-0928(4/1)W25887

01 EXPEDITER-Salary:$800.00 per
month

Contact: CPS ELECTRIC, INC. Tel. 235-
9607(3/18)W25727

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: SOON SIK CHOt dba Choi's
Emerpnses TeI 233 4242(3/18)W25729

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

Contact: WESTERN PACIFIC, INC. Tel.
322 9561(3/18)W70982

02 DRESSMAKER-Salary: SS 05 per
hour

Contact: SBR ENT., INC. dba Lizelle
Dress Shop Tel. 235-4536(3/
18)W25716

01 SALES SUPERVISOR-Salary:$3.50
per hour

Contact: LUCKY CORPORATION dba
Lucky Star & Shoe Mart Tel. 235-1998(3/
18)W25726

01HOUSE WORKER-Salary:$3.05 per _

hour

Contact: NAINA ENTERPRISES INC.
dba Roshis Variety Store Tel. 234-
6533(3/18)W25719

01ASSISTANT FRONT OFFICE MAN-
AGER-Salary:$8.50-10.38 per hour

04 SUPERVISOR, FRONT DESK-Sal-
ary:$4.50-8.65 per hour

02 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.39 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORP. dba
Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-6495(3/
18)W70989

03 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:53.50 per hour

Contact: SOON SIK CHOI dba Choi's
Enterprises Tel. 233-4242(3/18)W25728

01 ELECTRICAL SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.75-4.00 per hour

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$800.00
per month

06 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.25- 3.75
per hour

Contact: WORLD ELECTRIC &
CONST. CO., INC. Tel. 235-6233(3/
18)W25717

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MANUEL A. TENORO dba T
& S Const. Tel. 234-8099(3/18)W25730

01 FIELD SERVICE (ENGINEER SU-
PERVISOR)-Salary:$800.00 per month
Contact: ISLAND BUSINESS SYSTEM
& SUPPLY (CNMI) CORP. Tel. 234-
8002(3/25)W71160

01 ACCOUNTANT, SYSTEMS-Sal-
ary:$5.20 per hour

Contact: IT&E OVERSEAS, INC. Tel
234-8521(3/25)W71149

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,800.00 per month

Contact: S.K.C.V. CORPORATION dba
Happy Islands Tel. 235-3077(4/
1)W25888

01 GUEST RELATION OFFICER-Sal-
ary:54.50-5.00 per hour

01 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:S3.05 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN KORESCO CORPO-
RATION dba Saipan Koresco Resort
Club Tel. 288 6001(4/1)W25890

03 ASSISTANT COOK-Salary: 83 05-
3.50 per hour

04 WAITRESS/WAITER-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

Contact: ANICIA C. SONODA dba
Chamoro House Restaurant Tel. 234-
7361(4/1)W71306

01 AUTOMOBILE RENTAL CLERK-
Salary:$3.25-3.65 per hour

Contact: MARINO PRODUCTION INC.
dba Tahara Show Tel. 233-3255(4/
1)W25892

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.21 per hour
01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.21 per
hour

02 REINFORCING STEEL WORKER-
Salary:$3.05-3.36 per hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05-3.21 per
hour

01 COOK-Salary:$1,800.00-1,890.00
per month

01 CONSTRUCTION WQORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.21 per hour '
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50-3.68
per hour

01 GOLF COURSE MAINT. LABORER-
Salary:$3.05-3.21 per hour

01 CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISOR-
Salary:$4.00-4.20 per hour

Contact: KAN PACIFIC SAIPAN, LTD.
Tel. 322-4692(4/1)W71308

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MILNE & REYES ENTER-
PRISES, INC. Tel. 234-5871(4/
1)W71309

01 BODY FENDER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 MECHANIC-Salary:33.05 per hour

Contact: T & B INTERNATIONAL iNC.
dba Union Auto Repair Shop Tel. 235-
0329(4/1)W25894

02 MACHINE OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:33.05 per hour

Contact: T & B INTERNATIONAL INC.
Tel. 235-0329(4/1)W25895

02 SCUBADIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00 per month

Contact: BLUE HORIZON ENT., INC.
dba MSE Diving Tel. 233-7871(4/
1)W25896

A A AR

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-4.00
per hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-5.80 per hour

Contact: CITY TRUST BANK Tel. 235-
7701(4/1)W25906

01ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

Contact: MARIANAS BUSINESS PRO-
FESSIONALS, INC. dba Business Pro
Tel. 235-7763(4/1)W25905 ’

02 SALES ASSOCIATES-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,500.00 per month
Contact: CELINE SAIPAN, INC. dba
Celine Tel.234-0550(4/1)W259.04

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.00 per
hour

Contact; HIBERNIA, INC. Tel. 234-
0550(4/1)W25903

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$2,000.00-5,100.00 per month
Bilingual in Japanese Language

02 CLEANER, BUS-Salary:$3.05-3.70
per hour

Contact: SAIPAN SANKO TRANSPOR-
TATION, INC. (4/1)W25902

01 SUPERVISOR, TRAVEL AGENT-

Salary:$850.00-3,350.00 per month

Bilingual in Japanese L.anguage

01 RESERVATION CLERK-Sal-

ary:$850.00-1,100.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:3850.00-
1,040.00 per month

01 GROUND HOST/HOSTESS-Sal-

ary:5800.00-1,600.00 per month

Bilingual in Japanese Language
Contact: R & C TOURS SAIPAN, INC.
(4/1)W25900

01 WAITRESS HEAD (SUPERVISOR)

Salary:$850.00-1,500.00 per month

Contact: SHORES OF SAIPAN, INC.

dba Ciub Dera Tel. 235-7621(4/
)w25901

01 RETAIL STORE(SUPERVISOR)

Salary:$3.30 per hour

Contact: FAMILY GENESIS CORPO-

RATION dba Family Discount Market

Tel. 288-3526(4/1)W25899

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: MICRONESIA MEDIA DIST,,
INC. dba Bestseller Tel. 235-7612(3/
31)T25869

02 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:33.05 per
hour

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05-5.00 per hour
Contact: MERCED V. & RAPHAEL M.
REYES dba M.V. Reyes Catering (4/
1)W71320

01 INTERPRETER-Salary:$3.05-4.00
per hour

Contact: MARIANAS BUSINESS PRO-
FESSIONALS, INC. dba Business Pro
Tel. 235-7763 M25621

Asia Marianas
International Resources
is Recruiting Workers from Thailand

Please call;
234-5765 ¢ 287.2842

LOT FOR SALE
San Vicente, 1582 sq.m.
Tuturan. 5851 sq.m. ———
Capitol Hill, 3420 sq.m. ———
Contact: Frank Yuan
Tel: 1-626-588-3600 Fax: 1-626-588-3655
E-mail: frank@c-me.com

EMPLOYMENT

. ACCOUNTS
RECElVABLE CLERK
Computer Experience Helpful
Local Hire Only

Call 235-4771

experience in dealing with youth.

Priscilla Dela Cruz at 234-6981.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Karidat has immediate job openings for two (2) part-time Assistant Youth
Coordinators. Application and Position Description are available at the
Karidat office located next to the Korean Association Building in Chalan
Kanoa. Office hours are from 8:00 to 5:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday.
Deadline for submission is 4:30 p.m., Friday, March 20, 1998.

Applicant must be a U.S. Citizen and preferably with background and

For more information, please contact Simon Kihleng at 234-9026 or

FOR SALE
ATERCEL (BLUE

fGood Depehdable Transportatlon
$2,1000B0
“Call: John 288- 3484

Last Price: $5,000.00

Location: Garapan, Hotel Street
Infront of Hyatt

Size: about 300 square feet

Contact: Jane at 235-6688/287-1108

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Studio Type $350.00-$400.00 per
month, utilities not included, quiet,
single or couple only, immediate
move-in, in Koblerville

Tel, 234-1233 (Day); 288-2222 (Evening)

APARTMENT FOR-RENT

2 Bedroom Concrete Apartment

Located Upper Navy Hill

Furnished 24 hrs. water

$600.00/month plus | month security deposit
Please call: 322-3607 or 236-1023

APARTHENT FO
NEW IN TANAPAG MAIN ROAD SIDE
* APARTMENT (FURNISHED)

TYPE RATE REMAINDER
28D AM $750/mo. 2 Unit
38D AM $900/mo. 1 Unit
STUDIO $500/mo. 1 Unit

* SHOP
1,130 SQF $1,500/mo. 1 Unit

PLS. CALL: 322-2312 + 322-6363 + 2350235

1992 Toyota Corolla Deluxe

4[)00\' Sedan, \’hlte \\IAC Stereo & Casselle

- 4 Door Sedan 1991
. 40K Miles; Excellent
" Condition, Aircon, AMIFM
Askmg, s Price: $3,700 (OBO)
* Cal: Joe:233-1190 9am-9pm:

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT
ar SAIPAN GOLD BEACH HOTEL

FOR RESTAURANT, GIFT SHOP, AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL TO TERRY H. KIM
TEL. 235-5501-4 FAX: 235-5510

Quuet Two (2) Bedrooms Swnmmm Pool TennlsCourt

KANNAT GARDENS

(Near Northem Marianas College).
235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Weekdays)

235-5849 (6:00 PM fo 9:00 PM, Everyday) |

HOUSE FOR RENT

$430 PER MONTH
1 Bedroom, Bar, Range, Frig, 24 Hrs. Hot Water
San Vicente Area Near Ocean, Sale, Romantic
Setting, Ideal for Secluded Confidential
Sensitive very Private Meetings,
Ph235-3310  After 5:00 p.m.

HOUSE FOR RENT-
3 Bedroom/Furnished

Located Near Hakubotan

For more information: Call Ann
Tel. 234-1749

APARTMENT FOR RENT

One Bedroom, One Living Room
Fully Furnished, Garapan Area
(Royal Condo) Middle Road
Across Castro Mobil Station
Call: 233-7188

FOR RENT

New 1 Bedroom Apt., Fully
Furnished, $550.00 per month plus
1 month security deposit.

Chalan Kanoa Area, Call 233-1190

* FURNISHED APARTMENT (GARAPAN)
2BD AM $700/mo.
STUDIO $400/mo.

PLS. CALL: 234-1029, 0453

9:am-9pm (Only 2 Units Available)

Read with your child everyday.
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imitation has ended and the
time for personal experimen-
tation has beegun!

You are determined and of-
ten rather stubborn, and oth-
ers huve to work long and hard
to persuade you that you may
be wrong. or to chuange yvour
mind on any issue, large or
small. When you think you
arc in the right, there 1s no
going back: you will fight
tooth and nuil in defense of
your position.

Also bom on this date are:
Bonnie Blair, Olympic speed
skater; Irene Cara, singer und
actress: Frederik Willem de
Klerk. former South African
president: Kevin Dobson, ac-
tor; Wilson Pickett, singer-
songwriter.

To see what is in store for
you tomorrow, find your birth-
day and read the correspond-
ing paragraph. Let your birth-

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You are going to have to work
out o bargain today 1f vou expect
anyvone to go forthe deal youhave
in mind. Be fair: accept reason-
able terms,

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

— You may wish to perform a
follow-uptosomething thatwas a
huge success recently. You
mustn’t expect the same results,
but you can do well.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — Put
your trust in what others tell you
today, but be ready to change
course if you find that you've
been misled. Expect the unex-
pected today.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —
You are going tohave to work out
the logistics of a new plan with
greatcare today. The factis, things
may be more difficult than ex-
pected.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
It may fall to you today to present

issuesdropprematurely today. Be
prepared to follow up on things as
they develop. Getothersinvolved
as well.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
— Business and pleasure can be
combined today, and with some
success, too! Take care, however,

that you don’t make a habit of it.
Copyright 1998, United Feature
Syndicate, Inc.

END Your Birthday 03-18-98
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HBUSEER

The games heavy hitter was
Vincent Billy of the Marianas High
School Dolphins with six aces, two
xunks, and one kee for 18 points. The
heavy hitter for the Miyazawa High
School Triangs was Masumi
Washizawa who scored three aces,
one keeandone goal forelevenpoints.

Santos . ..

Continued from page 24

ior High School.

In the elementary school division,
Edwin took first place, Byron took
second and AJ took third place.

Inthe division Mindy Torres took
first place and Sharon Sablan took
second place.

They’re both from San Antonio
Elementary School.

Third place went to a student of
Koblerville Elementary School,
Imelda Nakashima.

naments to help Brandi Sheyanne
Igitol to raise funds for open heart
surgery at the San Diego Children’s
Hospital. '

The family of Brandi will still
need the help of the community and
businesses to defray some of the
expensesof thebaby’sheart surgery.

Ed Peter won the Championship
Flight with a loss-gross score of 74,
second place went to Tony Satur
who he scored 77 and third place to

In Flight B, Hubert Friedie won
first place with a low-gross of 84,
followed by Tom Saures with 86 and
Ed Maravilla scoring 87.

In C Flight Gus Camacho scored
84, Syl Ada scored 87 and Dennis
McJunkin scored 87.

In the Ladies Flight, Til Cabrera
wort first place with a low-gross of 73
while Annie Pickelsimer won second
place with a low-gross of 78.

STOLEN DOCUMENTS

pos: JULY 10, 1968

Entry Permit and most of all my Passport

THANK YOU

nave: NAN LONGZHEN

On May 4th, 1997, My house was Burglarized at Dandan Vilage. And until now the
respon§|bles could not be track down. This Incidence took away most of my personal
belongings such as television-Video Machine and personal Records like my Alien Card,

Passport # P1220639

Sincerely,

AN Jegfloen. .

DAVIAN RENEE INDALECIO
ARRIOLA, LUCIANN MARIE
INDALECIO ARRIOLA and DAVID
MIGUEL INDALECIO ARRIOLA JR.
minor children

by MARIA MUNA INDALECIO,
Petitioner.

FCD-AD
Civil Action No. 98-0069
NOTICE OF PROCEEDINGS FOR
ADOPTION

TO: DAVID CASTRO ARRIOLA

YOU ARE HEREBY GIVEN NOTICE
that a petition for adoption of the minor
children, Davian Renee Indalecio Arriola
Luciann Marie Indalecio Arriola and Davi
Miguel Indalecio Arriola Jr. has been filed
by Maria Mufa Indalecio. The petition
céims that your consent is not required
due to your abandonment of the minor
children and failure to communicate or
support them for more than the past six
months. .

You have the right to contest the
allegations. A hearing is set for the 28th
day of May, 1998 at 9:00 a.m. o'clock al
the Commonwealth Superior Court in
Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northem
Mariana Islands. If you fail to appear or
plead, the adoption may be granted in
your absence.

/s/Jane Mack, MLSC

Civil Action No. 98-169B

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO: ALL PERSONS AND CREDITORS
having any interest or claims against the
Estate of Maria Ilo Taitano

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that
Isabel Taitano Atalig, of Saipan. has filed a
petition in the Superior Court seeking 1o be
appointed the administrairix of the estate of
Maria Ho Taitano, deceased. Petitioner s
attorney of record is Antonio M. Atalig,
Attorney at Law, AAA 122, Caller Box
10001, Saipan, MP 96930. The hearing on
said petition for letters of administration has
been set for April 14, 1997, at 1:30 p.m. AN
interested parties should appear at the
hearing,

Persons having any claims against the -
estate of said decedent are hereby notified
that any and all claims the estate must be filed
with the Clerk of Court within sixty (60) days
of this publication, or the claim will be barred.

IsiDeputy Clerk of Court

Attorney for Petitioner

. . o L) b
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By Priscilla T. Castro
Variety News Staff
JOHN Mario and Lucita
Pasana were chosen as Ath-
letes of the Month of Febru-
ary during the Northern
Marianas Amateur Sports As-
sociation Board members
meeting last March 12 at the
Gilbert C. Ada Gymnasium.

Mario won three gold med-
als during the weightlifting at
the Nauru International
Weightlifting Cup in Nauru.

Mario 26, has been
weightlifting the last five
years.

He also represented the
Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands in 1994,

the Month for February

Micronesian Games and the
South Pacific Games.

A year before that he com-
peted against the world’s best
weightlifters during the
World’s Weightlifting Cham-
pionship in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia.

Pasana, a tennis player has
been joining the tennis tour-
naments here and off-island .

Pasana won the champion-
ship during the Coconut Clas-
sic Tournament and also she

joined the Ist Filata Night-

Classic that was held recently
at the Coral Ocean Point.

In the student athletes of the
Month of February are
Spenson Epen and Aurora

Santos.
They were both chosen for
their outstanding perfor-
mances in various school
sports events.
Epen, a sixth grader at Wil-

liam S. Reyes Elementary’

School was choosen for his
outstanding performance dur-

ing the all-schools basketball

tournament,

He ledhisteamto winthe cham-
pionship in the all-schools bas-
ketball tournament.

Aurora Santos, a seventh
grader at Saipan Community
School was also choosen for her

outstanding performance during -

the all-schools junior high vol-
leyball champlonshlp
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By Priscilla T. Castro
‘i Variety News Staff

THE DEFENDING Cham-
Y pion UM.D.A. Aces won
7 their game against the Kautz
Glass Glazers, 16-6.

Mel Teregeyo led the
¢+ Aces going three for three
" with three rbis’ and Norman
...4% Tenorio and Bill Camacho

o mmrmp mrer om  e

UlV;[DA Aces, Mﬂler
Lite Brewers win

combined on a six hitter.

In game two, the Miller Lite
Brewers demolished Team
Palau, 15-3. ’

The Brewers jumped on top
6-0 after three innings of play
on six hits aided by four Team
Palau errors and stretched it
to 7-0 on four stolen bases
before Team Palau finally got

on the score board with two
runs in the top of the fifth

inning  on Sherman
Ngiraidong's two-run:
double, : u

The  Brewers weren’t
through yet out- scormg d
Team Palau 8-1 in the next ||
one and a half inning of play ! '_
for the shut-out of the game. .

T T T G T TR

Light heav

weight boxer Andrea Magi from ltaly, ri
photographers after a news conference in Frank/urt
at the Frankfurt Ballsporfhalle on Friday, March 20,1 998. ap

onday
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"R‘és

ht, poses with Germany’s Dariusz M/cha/czewsk/ for

The WBO world champion fight will take place

Pamﬁc'l‘mdmghtedefeatedﬂ\ermls, 81-52,durmgthesecond game :
the‘ stnorRenguulan_dAbmg Cm:achqbo&wexetheleadmgsqorers

Umﬁed(49)—Bert Tudela-12, Mona Palacxos-2, N ally Ngmmdol 7 Val-
23, Esther Olaitiman-2, Annie Emiliano-2.

- MTCNets(80)-Connie Camacho-26, Julie Tokyo-20, Hope Kinsella-12,
Alisa Aguon-6, Lina Kintoki-14, Danette Tengadik-2.

- Wheels(52)-LuisCepeda- 2,Edw1nBubos—12,EdCosmo—8 KeithGardner-

Contlnued on page 23

19th Annual Int. Cub:

Dolphins too much for
Miyazawa High School

By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
THE Marianas High School Dol-
phins defeated their long time inter-
nationalrivalMiyazawaHigh School
in Yokohama,Japaninafoursetjuice
game 62-35. '

Inthefirstsetof this year’s Interna-

tional Cup game, the Miyazawa
Triangs got offtoagoodstartand had
the Dolphins down 11 to 3 at scratch
setpointbefore Saipan’ srocballplay-
ers rallied and went on to win, 16 to
12.

Dolphin player Vicente Billy, who
scored six two-point aces also scored
two xunks that caused the Triangs to
lose four points.

In the second set, the Dolphins,
who looked lethargic at the begin-

ning of the game, once again trailed
Triangs early in the set, 6-3.

MHS’ Dolphinscaughtthe Triangs
mid point in set two 8 to 8 and then
pulled ahead for another match set
win159. .

In the third set, Japan s Rocball
team faced team two of Saipan’s
Rocball allstarsandsufferedits worst
defeat of the game. MHS Dolphins’
put the Triangs into sub-zero scores
and never let them out.

At the end of the three, the Dol-
phins had scored nine points while
the Triangs were still submerged
five points in the hole. When
added up, this gave the Dolphins
what they needed for a scunk set
victory at 14-0.

Continued on page 23

PSS All-Schools Table Tennis:
Santos, Masga win in
High School Division

By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
JESUS Santos of Marianas High
School and Camey Masgaof Rota
High School are the champions in
the boy’s and girls’ high’school
division at the PSS All-Schools
Table Tennis Tournament.

AllschoolsonSaipancompeted
againsttheRotaand Tinianschools
in the tournament last Saturday
Sunday.

In the boy's high school divi-
sion, Erol Valegas, also of MHS,
took second place and Anthony
Borja of Tinian third place.

In the girl’s division, Regina

Palaciosof Tiniantook second place
and Donna Cabrera of Rota third
place.

In the Junior High Schools most
of the winners are from Hopwood
Junior High School.

PatrickSan Nicolas of Hopwood
JuniorHigh School wonfirst place.

Second place went to Jonathan
San Nicolas of Tinian High School
and third place to Garrick Sleight.

In the girl’s division Claribel
Gross took first place, Chariss
Ruluked second place, Camille
Dempsey third place.

Allthree are from Hopwood Jun-

Continued on page 23
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