
_r 

ASIA CCLLECT!ON 
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII LIBRARY 

. -. ~ L . r 
5t

TFDP-Mindana'a( :::, i::: i ;/~·::,:,::'. ,:; .?:~~);;;·, • ,:·;~,{t})F :\;;: ~:-,~\ 

,l ·' ::)<'iit;',(:(~:\"S1'~:£k 

"''i _.I ' 
~ ··:, 'i . : . • 
~ ; 

'.i' .CASE :: J : 1 i' n,1;SA-ip-?1EJ}1iANCE :: {with re}}~q1ki/:~,1(ii-re~t) 
I,- -_-,,-_,.'-__ •.•·_,·.• .. _·,-•,_,,,:_ . _ .:..-.. . _•:~.-.·r.-:.;_~ _ _;-l~· ~~:i·fd;- • • • · . ,: . ..... ,.· .,, : I 

UA 008 
10/27/88 

f '. • • ' .-~ ; \j (.. ;) :-.~ .i. J .. ..l.. ,4•:. \ .• ··~' 

~IC'f'1M: : ·!,_:.',.V:JRGJlflO_ TUNDAG, 27 ye~.):-,s ,:,,q:1-:-q1,2, s:JngJe0 , .and a ·' resident 
, J:.t··L:;t~ff, /, ::v ,1.::, df'-',.' ti~tar1gt={y 9 , PasLL.~,~,',_inru~i~_;:LR.~1:kty of Buenavista, 
i:•.> ,c:,,.;.,; .: ,,,_, •• '" lh0"¾-i·hde df · Agusan de1 ,. 4~;0.4t~ ,, ~1ndanao, Philippines. 
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At"',~;rountl- ohe' b '<Hdck in tl:).'e afternoon- of September 30, 1988, 
Virgi],,.iQ .. Tundag 'went· to ,the holi&e -o·-r i(\'friend, Eboni ta Sasutel, 
in · ·.b~r.a'.ngar , Rizal ot . Buenavista; town ·; ·.=--}He was a~~-!P~:,., a favo~ to 
borr6'w-'1Sasutel 's -carabao to be used in hauling some logs. As - the 
conversation : tf:t&sr.essed, a certain Isidro Tabanao, alias Dond<:>n -
a well known A'ls~ )1asa member ot: Riz.al - suddenly came ' and 
interrupted · which ' later turned out to a misunderstanding. 
Moments after, Tabanao left and proceeded to the detachment of 
the 30th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army {IB PA) based 
in the same barangay. . :r,\nv-,r;-·., 

Minutes later, a certain Bo_y Casoara of the. · 30th IB PA 
arrived aboartf ·~ -· mot'orcycle. Wi tho1.it much ado, he apprehended 
Tundagf anti' -b-'toti~ht him to the 3-0th :ra, PA , d_etachment. 
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Ros-it:at·-1-Tuhdag, the··· victim~~·-' moth~f·•; _;,~ft~-r- t be~ng~~- i :n.formed by 
Sasutel,;,:• iitimediately went to tt1·e detachment to m.~ke ; ·& .i.' follow-up. 

- • She was told by Boy Cascara tt,1'at . her son wa~ apprehended because 
he ~as a stranger to the pla6e but he was released right after 
interrogation. '!qA ~N~ 

However, MrP. ~~~~~~ ~~id that her son has not returned home. 
She also checked her relatives a~or her son·s whereabouts but her 
efforts yielded negative results ? • • 

The case was then repo_r,ted to the police station of 
Buenavista. Lt. tieonides 'Montillano, ,, the police station 
Commander, summoned : ' Boy Cascara .together with Isidro Tabanao. 
During the investigation Cascara .. 'was firm • on his statement that 
Tundag was released in the presence of the Rizal barangay 
Captain, Esteban Domosnog. On . __ the other hand, Domosnog's 
testimony claimed that Virgilio- was rel':;ased on September 30, 
1988 at around 10: 00 o ,-clock . in the .morning. This however, 
contradicted the ~tat~meritl of th~ ~je-~itness, Ebonita Sasutel, 
who testified that the victim was arrested at around 1:00 o'clock 
in the afternoon of September 30 . .. _ 

On October 7, Mrs. 'rtii1d~ recei,~e_~- f), - letter allegedly 
Virgilio which claimed __ that · he was ·re,:L.eas~d by his captors 
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that he proceeded to Cagayan de Oro City to look for a job . . · But 
Mrs. Tundag could hardly believ~ that it was indeed ~her · son·s 
letter because the signature and the penmanship were different. 
She further added that her son·s nickname is "Sikoy" and not 
"Oting" as the letter was signed. 

Mrs. Tundag further related .to TFDP ,Butuan Unit that in 
another incident on January 25, 1980 1 _Pablo Tundag, her husband 
was reportedly killed bY Floro-- 1'-abahao, an • elder brother of 
Isidro Tabanao, on suspicion that her husband was an NPA member. 
The case filed against Floro Tabanao was not pursued becau.se of 
the family's financial diffi.culty and feat of the Tabanao·s who 
were very close to the military unit in their place. However, on 
May 4, 1988, Floro Tabanao was kiiled b1 ·unidentified armed men 
believed to be NPA members . . And the 'i'abanao • s suspected that her 
son, Virgilio, masterminded the killing. 

It is -strongly believed t~ai Viriiiio's disappearance is 
related to the death of his father and Floro Tabanao. A writ of 
Habeas Corpus is being filed by the relatives. But as of this 
writing · TFDP-Mindanao Regional Office has not received report 
regardi_ng the victim's whereabotits. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
' , 

Send telegrams/express letters/air~ail letters 
= exp!'essing concern about the e;afe_j:, of...Yirg_il_i.o_Tundag_ w.ho 

wasapprehertded by - Boy Ca~cara of the 3Qth IB PA based in 
Rizal. Buena vista·, -Agusan del Norte. Philippines. 

= urging the authoritie~ to condu~t an immediate and 
thorough investigatioii into the "disappearance" and if he 
is kept in detention, to gua~arltee his physical safety. 

Send Appeals to: 

President Corazon Aquino 
Malacaflang Palace, Manila 
Philippines 

Secretary Fidel Ramos 
Department of National Defense 
Camp Crame, Quezon City 
Philippines 

General Renato de Villa 
AFP Chief of Staff 
Camp Aguinaldo. Quezon City 
Philippines 

Col. Miguel Sol 
Commanding Officer 
2/4 Brigade, 4th ID 
Bancasi, Butuan City 
Agusan d.el Norte, Philippines 

Major Joseph Cabalit 
30th IB PA Commanding Officer 
Jamboree Site. Alubijid., Buenavista 
Agusan del Norte. Philippines 


