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Congress of the ^niteb Stated
OTatibington, 30€ 20515

May 14, 1998

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

We are writing to express our concern regarding the Administration’s proposal to change 
the U S. Army Corps of Engineers’ shore protection program. This proposal has been included 
in the Administration’s draft bill entitled the "Water Resources Development Act of 1998 
(WRDA). While we welcome the opportunity to resolve the longstanding differences between 
Congress and the Administration regarding continued federal support for shore protection 
projects, we are concerned that the Administration still is not firmly committed to maintaining 
a shore protection program over the long term. .

As Members of Congress, we are very interested in resolving this issue and welcome the 
opportunity to do so. We understand that the Administration views the shore protection proposal 
included in its WRDA bill as an effort in this regard, and we look forwardI to^continuing 
dialogue. As you know, this proposal would reduce the share of federal funding for th 
renourishment of federal beach replenishment projects from 65 percent of costs to only 35 
p««nW maintaining the traditional 65% federal:35% non-federal cost-sharmg formula for 
the initial construction of these projects. ,

It is our cr.nrf.rn that as a part of its proposal, the Administration has not committed to 
either aut^o^ng new shore protection projects »r budgeting forlorn p^ 
future vears In fact there are no shore protection project authorizations included 01 m® 
Administration’s proposed WRDA bill and the President’s budget request included a 79 percent 

. cut in shore protection funding from FY98 enacted levels.

We are reluctant to engage in any further discussion of c^5

submitted to Congress.
A. w= „d w. „ -T M«d » »°'™= 1="£SS 

and the Administration on the shore protection issue so a hnw^ver that there be a within the context of a balanced Feder« M^  ̂ "­

strong and clear commitment - on behalf ^ support shore protection
operate within the context of a balanced Federal budget atw io supp y
projects through authorization and budgetary mechanisms.
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Sincerely,
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Rep. Frank A. LoBiondo

Rep. Mike McIntyre

Rep. William D. Delahunt

_ fl-OMAM fl "M-Uvk

Rep. Carrie P. MeekRep. Charles E. Schumer

Rep. Tillie K. Fowler
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Cd^^^^^ llw^
Rep. Edward J. Markey " jf*

Rep. Christopher H. Smith
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Chairman John H. Chafee, Senate EPW
Ranking Member Max Baucus, Senate EPW

- Chairman Bud Shuster, House T&I
Ranking Member James L. Oberstar, House T&I
Chairman Sherwood L. Boehlert, House Water Resources and Environment
Ranking Member Robert A. Borski, House Water Resources and Environment 
T J. Glauthier, OMB Assoc. Dir. for Natural Resources

' John H. Zirschky, Acting Asst. Sec. for Civil Works


