University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Box USH19 Box USH19, Folder 16

Co-signed letter on the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ shore protection program

Neil Abercrombie Papers
U.S. House, Box USH19, Folder 16
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/89601

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information


https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/

05/27/98 15:20 D202 225 9885 CONG.PALLONE

;rus' ot weemutmes
M(ugton. BE 205153006

FAX COVER SHEET

Congressman Frafik' Pallorie, Jr.-
420 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515.

phone: (202) 2254671
fax: (202) 225-9665

@ 'UMEBER OF PAGES (including cover): cQ

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Q

doo1/0086

LE.L, NAPOKT PLAZA
(Bura 104) Hiokway 36
HazLET, NJ 077301701

(732) 2629104




'05/27/98 15:21 202 225 9865 CONG. PALLONE

@o002/0086

Congress of the United States
Wilaghington, BE 20515
May 14, 1998

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

We arc writing to express our concern regarding the Administration’s proposal to change
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ shore protection program. This proposal has been included
in the Administration’s draft bill entitled the "Water Resources Development Act of 1998
(WRDA). While we welcome the opportunity to resolve the longstanding differences between
Congress and the Administration regarding continued federal support for shore protection
projects, we are concerned that the Administration still is not firmly committed to maintaining
a shore protection program over the long term.

As Members of Congress, we are very interested in resolving this issue and welcome the
opportunity to do so. We understand that the Administration views the shore protection proposal
included in its WRDA bill as an effort in this regard, and we look forward to continuing this
dialogue. As you kmow, this proposal would reduce the share of federal funding for the
renourishment of federal beach replenishment projects from 65 percent of costs to only 35
percent, while maintaining the traditional 65 % federal:35% non-federal cost-sharing formula for
the initial construction of these projects.

It is our concern that as a part of its proposal, the Administration has not committed to
either authorizing new shore protection projects or budgeting for shore protection projects in
future years. In fact, there are no shore protection project authorizations included in the
Administration’s proposed WRDA bill and the President’s budget request included a 79 percent
cut in shore protection funding from FY98 enacted levels.

We are reluctant to engage in any further discussion of changes to the Army Corps’ shore
protection program without a firm commitment on the part of the Administration to: (1)
recommend to Congress the authorization of new shore protection studies, (2) recommend to
Congress the construction of shore protection projects with a cost:benefit ratio of greater than
one, and (3) include adequate funding for shore protection activities in its anmual budget requests
submitted to Congress.

As we stated earlier, we are very interested in resolving the differences between Congress
and the Administration on the shore protection issue so that the program can be maintained
within the context of a balanced Federal budget. It is imperative, however, that there be a
strong and clear commitment -- on behalf of both the Administration and the Congress -- 10
operate within the context of a balanced Federal budget AND to support shore protectuon
projects through authorization and budgetary mechanisms.
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Sincerely,
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Senator Frank Lautenberg Senator Connie Mack
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Senator Bob Graham Sendtbr Alfonse M. D’Amato
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Senator iam V. Roth, Jr. Senator Barbara A. Mikulski

Senator Erneﬁ F. Hollings U

Sénator Lauch Faircloth _ Senator Charles S. Robb

Senator Daniel Patrick I\Mmhan Sepator Paul S. Sarbanes

Scm£0r Strom Thurmond S&nator Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
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Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr.
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Rep. Frank A. LoBiondo
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Rep. Peter Deutsch
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Rep. William D. Delahunt
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Rep. Charles E. Schumer

Rep. Mike McIntyre
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Rep. Brian P. Bilbray
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Rep. Peter T. King

Rep. 07 L. Ackerman
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gép- Jerrold Nadler

Rep. Carrie P. Meek

Rep. Tillie K. Fowler
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Rep. Steplen Horn Rep. Christopher H. Smith
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Rep. Edward 1. Markey . Rep. Allen Boyd
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Rep. Eva M. Clayton U/ Rep. Michael N. Castle
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Rep. Robert A. Underwood
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Rey. Gene Taylor " Rep. Marge ema
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Rep. Patrick J. Kennedy

cc., Chairman John H. Chafee, Senate EPW
~ Ranking Member Max Baucus, Sepate EPW
* . Chairman Bud Shuster, House T&I
Ranking Member James L. Oberstar, House T&I
Chairman Sherwood L. Boehlert, House Water Resources and Environment
Ranking Member Robert A.. Borski, House Water Resources and Environment

~ T.J. Glauthier, OMB Assoc. Dir. for Natural Resources
John H. Zirschky, Acting Asst. Sec. for Civil Works
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