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President’s Message

by Lloyd Kitaoka

Recently at one of our Educational Center presentations a
student asked Jack and Sonsei Nakamura (brothers who
both served in the 100th) to explain their experiences on
December 7, 1941. 1 was very surprised when the class
was told that both Sonsei and Jack were walking on a road
in Ewa that morning when they were strafed by a Japanese
plane and had to dive into a sugar cane ditch on the side of
the road. They said that they could actually see the pilot’s
face because he was that low. Now I’ve seen that scene
depicted in Hollywood pictures about the Pearl Harbor
attack many times but that to me was fake. I never
thought that ever happened except in the mind of a
Hollywood scriptwriter but here were both of them
relating that story. You could see the students in awe
when they were told the story. This was history in person,
from the “horse’s mouth” (you know what [ mean). This
was a live history lesson from those who lived it. There is
no better way to teach and learn.

When I think about it we’re teaching history. I always
start my presentations with the question, “why do we need
to learn about history?” The two answers I get are, “to
learn from our mistakes” and “to learn why things are the
way they are today.” These are perfect answers to what
we want to teach about what the Nisei soldiers
accomplished so long ago. To actually have one or two of
them in a classroom setting is so valuable. To those
veterans who volunteer to come to the presentations to
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help us, we thank you so much. I know it’s hard for most
of you but you bring first hand experiences that we as
descendants cannot provide. Think about it this way,
those of us who have never experienced racism and for
that matter have not been to war really have no clue. You
give us insight into what it was like... “the good, the bad,
and the ugly.” Value? ... Priceless...

A few of us had the pleasure of meeting the noted
historian Eric Saul. He has always been a friend of the

AJA and for hours we just listened to story after story. He
brought up some interesting ideas that we need to toss

around and I’ll fill you on them at a later date. Aloha...

Lloyd with Eric Saul at the Clubhouse
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In Memoriam

Nobuichi Masatsugu
Passed away on July 2, 2013

Harry Jin Fukusawa (of California)
Passed away on July 26, 2013

Our deepest sympathy to their families.

Some Special Clothing
by Susan Muroshige

Recently Lloyd added three new items — two shirts and a
dress — to a display case in the Clubhouse. These pieces
of clothing represent a lot of the battalion and Club
history.

On July 5, 1952, the 10t anniversary of the 100" Infantry
Battalion’s formation was celebrated at the newly
dedicated Club 100 building. Dressed in aloha shirts and
muumuus made of fabric created especially for this
occasion, hundreds of members attended this event.

The fabric was designed by artist Keichi Kimura who had
served in Headquarters Company, and the shirts were
produced at cost by Holoholo Apparel, owned by Baker
Company veteran Robert Takashige.

The illustrations on the fabric depicted places and events
that were part of the battalion’s wartime history. Among
the images are ticks and armadillos that were encountered
during their training in Mississippi and Louisiana and
dogs that served as company mascots. Also included were
shoulder patches, medals, hand grenades and roadside
signs. The print shows the soldiers bathing with water
from their helmets, riding bicycles, marching under arms
and standing alert in the trenches. Prominent in the design
are images representing the young women they met in
Italy and France, all wearing skimpy bathing suits.

A 10™ anniversary shirt with a red background has been
loaned by Joyce Mitsunaga, daughter of Kenneth
Mitsunaga, Charlie Company. A dress made of the same
print, although the background is yellow, was donated by
Mrs. Setsuko Yamagata, widow of Naoji, Able Company.

Joyce also loaned a shirt with a beige background. Itis a
different print which has the 298 and One Puka Puka
inscriptions on it, along with the Red Bull patch of the 34t
Infantry Division and several Japanese motifs. No one
seems to know the origin of this print.

If you have never seen them, please visit the Clubhouse.
They are in beautiful condition.

ok
A Letter from Carly Ryder

Editor s note: In the last issue, we included photos of
Carly Ryder s visit to the Clubhouse. She is the great
granddaughter of Major General Ryder, the commanding
general of the 34th division when the 100th attached to it
during the war.

Dear Members of the 100th Infantry Battalion Clubhouse,

Thank you for having me at your weekly Thursday "Wine
Gang" in July. I am the great granddaughter to Major
General Charles W. Ryder and am lucky to be a good
friend of Carly Ikuma, Ed Ikuma's granddaughter. When
Carly and I became friends, nearly 13 years ago, we were
really still just kids. We met in horse-back riding lessons
and our friendship grew from there - we hardly suspected
that we would discover this deeper connection! On a visit
to the Clubhouse earlier this year, Carly came across the
picture of my great grandfather, Major General Charles W.
Ryder. Imagine my surprise when I got a text message
from Hawaii with my great grandfather's picture! It was
such good fortune that brought me to Hawaii to be a
bridesmaid in Carly's wedding and also get an opportunity
to meet you all!

I really enjoyed our conversations that Thursday morning.
I never met my great grandfather - he passed away before
I was born - but I knew him through the values he
impressed on the family: honesty, fairness, bravery, and
open-mindedness. I appreciated learning about how the
100th Battalion earned the right to bear the 34th Infantry
Division "Red Bull" insignia, how its excellent
performance in battle facilitated the Army's acceptance of
Japanese-American troops, and also about my great
grandfather getting up close to the front lines to better
understand what was happening. For me, these stories
reinforce my family's values and help me feel a little
closer to my great grandfather. I am so grateful for that!
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I was moved even more by the prestige of the 100th
Infantry Battalion and the pride of its members. Your
motto "Remember Pearl Harbor!" and the unprecedented
honors earned by your battalion are a legacy to our
country, underscoring the value of our country
embracing its natural diversity. I am also impressed by
the foresight you had to organize and build the
Clubhouse. My grandfather, who followed in his
father's footsteps to become an Army general, also
retired to live near his fellow veterans. Growing up, we
heard so many entertaining stories about the different
countries my grandparents travelled to in retirement, but
we never heard about my grandfather's service until just
a few years before he passed away. His voice was so
grave and so solemn... I hold you all in deep respect for
the excellence with which you served, for the injuries
you sustained, and for the sacrifices made by you and
your fallen comrades.

I live in Washington, D.C., and happen to work just a
few blocks away from the Memorial to Japanese-
American Patriotism in World War II. This memorial is
very thoughtfully designed with a rock garden fountain,
a memorial gong, and the statue of the Japanese crane
surrounded by barbed wire. I visit the memorial often
over my lunch breaks. It is a wonderful place to reflect,
respect, and meditate on the sacrifices made for our
country's freedoms, rights, and liberties - even when our
country's government took these things away from our
Japanese-American citizens. It will have even more
meaning to me now that I've met you all.

Again, I enjoyed my visit to the Clubhouse. Carly and I
are already talking about our next trip to Hawaii. I hope
I return to Honolulu and get to see everyone in the Wine
Gang again!

Til then...sincerely,
Jennifer Ryder

Aok

Indiana University’s Connection to
the 100th

Karla Stouse traveled to Hawaii with her Asian Culture
class in 2006. While here they visited our clubhouse
and interviewed some of our veterans. After returning to
Indiana University Kokomo, they created a Peace
Garden to honor the concept of peace and the WWII

heroes. Recently a group of them attended our

715t Anniversary Banquet this past June. This is a photo
of the display they created in their University library
about this trip.

Joint Memorial Service Will Be
Held September 29

The Oahu AJA Veterans Council’s eighth annual Joint
Memorial Service will be held at 9 a.m. Sunday,
September 29, 2013, at the National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific at Punchbowl.

U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gabbard will deliver the memorial
address. Other participants in this year’s service will
include the Hawaii National Guard’s 111" Army Band,
the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Bestuin Choir and Alan
Miyamura and Sita Menor of the Celtics Pipes and
Drums of Hawaii. Barbara Tanabe, whose late father
Frank was an MIS veteran, will be the mistress of
ceremony.

The chairman of this year’s AJA veterans’ Joint
Memorial Service is Byrnes Yamashita, whose late
father Victor served in the 442" Regimental Combat
Team and was a member of the L Company Chapter of
that veterans club.

The service is open to the public. Veterans of the World
War II units, spouses, widows and family members are
strongly encouraged to attend, not only to remember the
deceased, but also to visit with each other, renew old
friendships and make new ones.

The AJA veterans’ Joint Memorial Service is held on the
Sunday closest to the date the first AJA was killed in
action in World War II, Shigeo “Joe” Takata of the 100",
This year’s service will fall on the 70" anniversary of
that day.
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HELP NEEDED on Saturday,
September 28, 2013

What: Decorating 750 graves

Time: 8:00am

Where: Punchbowl, National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific

Bring: Hat, sunscreen, walking shoes, container to

carry water for vases (example: empty
plastic gallon juice container)

Help is also needed at cemeteries at Diamond Head,
Mililani, Nuuanu and Kaneohe. Call Arlene at
387-1954 if you can help at these smaller cemeteries.

Thank you again to the anonymous donor who generously
took care of the cost of the 200 dozen anthuriums which
will be flown in from Hilo! We need vans or trucks to
transport the boxes of flowers from our Clubhouse to
Punchbowl that morning. Call Arlene if you can help.

After this event, please come to the Clubhouse for lunch.
We will be collating the newsletter after lunch and need
kokua for this, too.

Collating on Saturday, September 28, the time has
been changed to 1:00pm.

Yokok

Mahalo to Our Summer Student
Volunteers!

This summer, the 100% Infantry Battalion Veterans
Clubhouse was very, very fortunate to have 5 students
who generously volunteered their time to help with
various office tasks, PPP collating on Saturdays, and doing
work for the Education Center. We enjoyed their youthful
enthusiasm, creative talents and team spirit; they were
such a great big help!

A very BIG MAHALO and appreciation to our wonderful
student volunteers: Shelby Tateishi, senior at Maryknoll
School (and granddaughter of veteran, Tetsuo Tateishi);
Robin-Ashley Amano and Taylor-Ann Marumoto,

sophomores at Iolani School; and Adam O’Leary and
Chris Suehisa, 8t graders at Iolani School! We wish
them all a fantastic year in school and hope they will
come back to visit us anytime!

ook

100th Infantry Battalion Legacy
Organization

The 100th Infantry Battalion Legacy Organization is a
separate organization from the 100th Infantry Battalion
Veterans Organization. The mission of the 100th Infantry
Battalion Organization is continuing service to perpetuate
the Legacy of the World War II Nisei Veterans, who
endured great sacrifices for their beliefs and values to
ensure that all Americans can live in a democratic society.
Membership is open to all.

Donations to the 100th Infantry Battalion Legacy
Organization will go a long way to support our
educational mission. Some examples of activities /events
supported by donations to the 100th Infantry Battalion
Legacy Organization include:

- 2009-2013 World War II Nisei Veterans Exhibits at the
Central Pacific Bank (Alakea Street),

- USS Arizona Museum Exhibit of the Brothers’ in Valor
- Congressional Gold Medal Events

- 100th Infantry Battalion Legacy Organization Archives
- 100th Infantry Battalion Legacy Organization

- Education Scholarships

- Nisei Legacy Center

All donations to the 100th Infantry Battalion Legacy
Organization are tax deductible since the 100th Infantry
Battalion Legacy Organization is recognized by the IRS as
a 501 (c¢) 3. If you wish to make a donation to the 100th
Infantry Battalion Legacy Organization, send your
donation to 100th Infantry Battalion Legacy Organization
c/o 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Organization, 520
Kamoku Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813.

Mahalo Nui Loa to the following donors:

- Rapozo Kama’aina Fund of the Hawaii Community
Foundation’s $2,500 award to the 100th Infantry
Battalion Legacy Organization will support the Nisei
Legacy Center.

- Dorothy Inouye for a donation of $3, 058.92 to the
Education Center in memory of Seichi Hoashi (Kauai).
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- Bill Thompson $100 to Scholarship Fund in memory of before, during and after the bombing of Pearl Harbor on

Robert Arakaki
- Warren Yamamoto $150
- Bradley Yamauchi $100

Mahalo Nui Loa!
Yokk
Green Thumb Club

Well, by the time you read this, the Green Thumb Club
will have had two excursions in two months! Our first
was to Kapiolani Community College Gardens hosted by
Moriso Teraoka (D Chapter). Our most recent one was to
the UH Manoa Aquaponics. However, our September
meeting is scheduled to be back at the Clubhouse to “talk
story” and hopefully encourage each other in our
gardening efforts.

Our September meeting is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on
September 28, after Grave Decorating and after collating.

If you are interested in this club, please let Jan Sakoda

know (club100vets@gmail.com) so we can contact you in

case we meet off-site.

Yokok

Chapter News

Baker Chapter News
by Cecilee Tanaka

Thanks to Mrs. Mieko Muroshige, there was an increase in
our meeting attendance—17 present for a lively meeting
on the Club and Chapter matters. We all enjoy seeing and
talking with the veterans of Baker Company who regularly
attend the meetings: Charlie Tanaka, Rikio Tsuda, Jack
Nakamura, and Sonsei Nakamura. Ann Kabasawa and
Mary Ann Tanabe treated us to their delicious home-made
desserts! Anne Kuroda brought in a huge box of mouth-
watering pastries from Watanabe Bakery.

As usual, Chapter President Randy Kuroda provided a
detailed report on the Board of Directors' meeting and
progress reports on Club projects. Chapter Vice President
Ann Kabasawa will represent Baker Chapter at the August
BOD meeting while Randy and his wife Anne are on their
final trip for the summer.

Baker Chapter members unanimously voted to support the
movie, “Under The Blood Red Sun.” Based on the book
by Graham Salisbury, the story takes place in Hawaii, just

December 7, 1941, and relates the terrifying aftermath for
the Japanese in Hawaii.

Thanks to Bert Hamakado for volunteering to inscribe the
names of new Baker Life Members on the Baker Chapter
membership card. Best wishes to Charlie Tanaka in his
new home at The Plaza Moanalua. Charlie joins Ukichi
Wozumi and Jack Nakamura who also reside in a senior
retirement community—Uki at Hawaii Kai and Jack at
Pohai Nani in Kaneohe. Aloha and mahalo to Charlie’s
daughter and son-in-law, Susan and David Hokama, who
have relocated to Maui to help care for David’s mother.
David was fortunate to transfer to the Safeway Store there.

Although there is no date yet for our Baker Chapter
Christmas Party, be assured that there will be a party!
Chair Ralph Steensen is getting his committee together. If
you are called upon to help out, please kokua!

The next meeting will be on Sat., September 7, at 1 pm.
Baker Chapter members who live in Kaneohe, call Randy
Kuroda at 247-0286 or Drusilla Tanaka at 235-1343 if you
need a ride. Those in Hawaii Kai may call Bert Kuioka at
396-6033.

Aok

Charlie Chapter News
by Arlene Sato

In attendance at our July 27 meeting were Warren
Yamamoto, Kazuto Shimizu, Skip Tomiyama, Lorraine
Miyashiro, Takako Umamoto, and me, Arlene Sato. It was
announced that our joint HQ/Med/C Christmas party will
be held on Saturday, December 7 at Spm. We will have
great food, entertainment, prizes, and of course Santa
promised to drop in.

Reserve Saturday, November 23 for a Charlie Chapter
brunch at Happy Days Chinese Restaurant in Kaimuki.
The menu will be dim sum and noodles and the cost will
be $5/person.

Our next meeting will be on Saturday, September 21,
10:30 am at the Clubhouse.

Aok
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Dog Chapter News
by Joy Teraoka

Hi, Doggies:

Recently, I received an email from David Watanabe of
Pasadena, California, requesting information about his
uncle, Yoshio Kobayashi of D Company. I've given
David information on Kobayashi from Thomas Murphy’s
book, Ambassador in Arms, but are there still some vets or
friends who could shed some light on his Uncle Yoshio?
Please send the information to David’s email address at
davidwatanabe@hotmail.com. Or you may reach him by
mail at: 2441 Las Lunas St., Pasadena, Ca. 91107-2515, or
by phone: (626) 744-0407 (home), (808) 277-7847 (cell).

Dog Chapter president, Harry Nakayama, is doing a great
job keeping our chapter afloat. However, it’s a difficult
task, because so few members come to the meetings and
participate in the activities that are necessary in supporting
and directing the chapter and organization. The veterans
themselves are advanced in age; very few drive and their
participation sitting on committees has become difficult.
Because of this, Harry is appealing to their sons and
daughters to come to our meetings, held on the first
Saturday of each month, and to volunteer to serve on
some of the committees, which include Long-Range
Planning, Nominations and Election, Apartment, House
(maintenance of clubhouse), Scholarship, Joint Memorial
Service, Budget and Membership. Most of the committees
meet only twice a year or so, and it is not a time-
consuming commitment. If you are interested, please

email Harry at hnakavam@hawaii.edu or Joy @
joyvteracka@mac.com. Your participation is so

important to the club!

NEXT MEETING: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER
7,2013, 9:30 A.M., AT THE CLUBHOUSE
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!

Yokok

Headquarters/Medics Chapter News
by Janice Sakoda — 737-7778
Daughter of Gary K. Uchida

Our Fall Luncheon is set for Wednesday, September 18"
I think we spent the most time on one topic at our August
meeting: trying to decide where to go! So, drum roll
please... our luncheon will be at the Hawaii Prince Hotel!
Because the cost is higher than normal, we will be

collecting $15 per member. Please RSVP to Elsie Oshita
(734-2349) or Dorothy Tamashiro (734-5122). If you
want to carpool, meet at the clubhouse at 11:00 am but be
sure to let Elsie or Dot know so that we will have enough
cars.

We want to give a big, heartfelt thank you to the families
of Charles Miyashiro and Ken Otagaki for their very
generous donation to the Headquarters Chapter in memory
of their dads. This acknowledgement is way overdue.
However, Headquarters just received their donation in late
July from the mother club.

The travel bug has bit the Akinakas. Delores and Ken will
be traveling and traipsing from Lake Tahoe in northern
California to San Luis Obispo, then to Los Angeles and
who-knows-where. Looking forward to hearing about
their trip!

Our August meeting refreshments was supplemented by
John Oki’s donation of manapua and Carol Matsunaga’s
donation of cake donuts. Thank you both for the delicious
treats!

Welcome back to Jennifer and Kimberly, Ed Ikuma’s
granddaughters! They spent a few weeks visiting and
exploring New Zealand. If you remember, my husband
and [ were there in October/November so I’'m looking
forward to comparing notes with them.

See you at our next HQ meeting on Saturday, September
14, and then at our Fall Luncheon!

Aok

Want to visit Monte Cassino, Italy in May, 2014?
See October's PPP for more information.

ook

FOR THOSE GOING TO THE MINI REUNION IN
OCTOBER, PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WILL
BE ATTENDING THE BANQUET.

ANN KABASAWA 781-8540 OR EMAIL
AT DIVERSEINNOV@GMAIL.COM.

Fokok
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HQ/Med/C Chapters Joint Christmas Party

Saturday, December 7, Friendship Hour 4:00pm, Dinner 5:00pm

FREE: # Veteran/Spouse/Widow # children below 12

$5 # Family age 12 and older X $5.00 = $
$10 # Other Relatives & Friends X $10 =§$

HQ/Med: Make checks payable to 100" Infantry Battalion Veterans HQ Chapter.
C Chapter: Make checks payable to 100 Infantry Battalion Veterans C Chapter.
Send payment to: HQ/Med/C Xmas party, 520 Kamoku St., Hon., HI 96826

In Appreciation

Thank you so much for the generous and thoughtful donations which were received between July 13,
2013 and August 12, 201 3.

Puka Puka Parade Education Center
$100 Nancy Arakaki $40  Baker Chapter in memory of Masaichi Yoza and
$100 Kimiko and Fred Takayama Violet Tomihama

General Operating Account $1000 Doris Kimura and family in memory of Stanley

h Kimura
$200 Nancy Arakaki -
$50  Roy Nagatoshi Fujita in memory of Stanley Kimura $500  Thomas Tsubota in memory of Kenneth

$50  Helen Hiroe in memory of Albert Oki Muroshige

$20  Irene Bayne 100t Infantry Battalion Scholarship Fund
$25  Ben Kodama $100 Lois Nakagawa in memory of Goro Sumida and
$50  Charles & Margaret [jima in memory of Albert Oki Robert Arakaki

$25  Carol Kuroda in memory of Alice Nakagawa

Photo Pop Quiz!

In the last issue of the Puka Puka Parade we asked,
“Who are these lovely ladies and why do they look so
proud and happy?”

The answer: The ladies are (L-R) Skip Tomiyama, Joy
Teraoka, and Kimi Matsuda and they were singing the
National Anthem and Hawaii Ponoi at our 715
anniversary banquet. Keep on singing, ladies!
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520 Kamoku Street
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PUKA-PUKA PARADE - September 2013 ISSUE 08/2013

September 2013 Calendar of Events

EBOD Meeting
BOARD Meeting
ABLE Chapter
BAKER Chapter
CHARLIE Chapter
DOG Chapter
HQ/MEDICS Chapter
MINI REUNION
GREEN THUMB
LINE DANCING
CRAFTS

PUKA PUKA PARADE
Grave Decorating

Joint Memorial Service

Saturday, September 21, 8:30 am
Saturday, September 21, 9:30 am
Sunday, September 22, 8:00 am
Saturday, September 7, 1:00 pm
Saturday, September 21, 10:30 am
Saturday, September 7, 9:30 am
Saturday, September 14, 10:00 am
Saturday, September 21, 11:30 am
Saturday, September 28, 2:00 pm

Every Wednesday, 9-11 am, Turner Hall
Every Tuesday, 9:00 am

Collating Saturday, September 28, 1:00 pm
Saturday, September 28, 8:00 am,
Punchbowl

Sunday, September 28, 9:00 am,
Punchbowl

Dates and times subject to change. Please contact your Chapter President,
Committee Chair, or the Office for more information.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
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Honolulu, HI
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The Puka Puka Parade is the monthly newsletter of
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization. It
is published at the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans
Clubhouse, 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, HI 96826,
eleven times a year.

The opinions expressed in the Puka Puka Parade are
those of the individual author and do not necessarily
reflect the position of the 100th Infantry Battalion
Veterans.

The deadline to submit articles for the

October 2013 issue is
September 18, 2013.

Please send your articles, comments or questions about
the Parade via email to pukaparade@gmail.com

If you do not have access to email, please contact the
office to discuss how best to submit content for the
newsletter.

If you would like to be removed from the PPP mailing
list, would like to receive the PPP via email, have a
new mailing address, or have any questions, please
contact the Clubhouse Office at (808) 946-0272 or

club100vets@gmail.com
www.100thbattalion.org
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