
PITCAIRN ISLANDERS. 

(NORFOLK ISLAND.) 

RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 30 July 1863 ;—for, 

“COPY of ConaesPonpencry with the Government of Aw South Wales, 
in reference to Pitcairn Istanpers settled in Norfolk Island (in 
continuation of Papers presented 11th June 1857)." 

Colonial pera 
19 May 1863. C. FORTESCUE. 

( Sir. Arthus Mit’ ) 

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed. 

2y Vay 1803. 
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COPY of CorrESPONDENCE with the Government of New South Wales, 

in reference to PrrcaAiRN IsLanpeExKs settled in Norfolk Island (in 

continuation of Papers presented 11th June 1857). 

Despatches from the Governor, 

— No. 1. — 
(No. 5.) 

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir William Denison, K.c.B., to the 
Right Honourable Henry Labouchere, M.P. 

Government House, Sydney, 
28 October 1857. 

Sir, (Answered, No. 1, 16 July 1858, puge 52.) 

I HAVE great pleasure in informing you that I have been enabled to visit 
Norfolk Island. 

2. The adjournment of the Legislature of New South Wales for six weeks, 

in consequence of the change of ministry, reported in my Despatch, No. 128, 

dated 8th September last, gave me an opportunity of which T was very glad to 

avail myself. Captain Loring, c.8., having placed Her Majesty's ship “ Iris” 

at my disposal, 1 embarked at Sydney on the 17th September, and, having 

visited Norfolk Island and New Zealand, I returned to Sydney on the 27th 
October. 

3. On my arrival at Norfolk Island I found that the people were without 
either flour or biscuit. Their vegetable food would have been limited for some 

months to come to unripe potatoes had I not been able to procure supplies for 

them. I therefore decided to continue my voyage to New Zealand for this 

urpose, and for that of establishing a connexion with some merchant at 

Auckland, through whom the islanders might dispose of any articles they 
might have for sale, as well as to purchase such supplies as they might 

require. 

4. I succeeded in inducing a merchant to send down to Norfolk Island a 

small schooner freighted with various articles, a list of which had been fur- 

nished to me by the chief magistrate, for which articles, and for some shipped 
on board the “ Iris,” he was to be paid out of the proceeds of the wool, tallow, 

and hides which the islanders were in a position to dispose of. 

5. On my arrival ‘at Norfolk Island I called a meeting of the inhabitants; 

and, having read my commission to them, I caused it, together with the 

general instructions issued for my guidance, to be entered in the book con- 

taining the laws of the settlement. These laws, many of which were alto- 

gether inapplicable to the present circumstances of the people, I carefully 

revised; and, having inserted one or two applicable to their present position, 

I called a meeting of the inhabitants, and, having given a clear explanation of 

every-clause and paragraph to, them, and having ascertained from them that 

the changes made were in accordance with their views, I formally repealed 

the old regulations, and enacted those, a copy of which I enclose herewith. 

I thought it better to limit myself to the re-enactment, in a clear and more 

precise form, of most of these old rules, and to the introduction of such special 

and particular enactments as might commend themselves to the feelings and 

397. A understandings 


