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CHINESE WINE VESSEL

One of the most important of the recent
additions to the Chinese collection is a
bronze wine vessel (ku), the gift of a
donor who wishes to remain anonymous.
This piece is a fine example of late Shang
style and workmanship (1766-1122 B.C.).
The Shang date is substantiated by an in-
teresting inscription of two characters
found on the bottom of the vessel. Recent
researches lead us to believe that Shang
inscriptions were of two or three charac-
ters only, whereas those of Western Chou
(1122-946 B.C.) were of greater length.

It seems certain that the knowledge of
bronze casting must have come from the
West, although records of the birth of this
art-style and of the experiments of the
Shang craftsmen are lost to us. Designs
found on bronze, bone and jade carvings
of this period appear to combine elements
which link Shang with Chinese Neolithic
cultures, with those of the Steppe areas
surrounding China, and with the purely
local expressions and religious beliefs of
the Chinese people themselves, who were
agriculturalists. That the designs served
a religious purpose, there is little doubt.
These combinations of large and bold pat-
terns, with delicately traced backgrounds,
were magic symbols in the artistic lan-
guage of Shang. By the time the Shang
capital was established at Anyang, the
technique of bronze making had been car-
ried to great heights of workmanship and
sophisticated expression.

The wine vessel in the Academy’s col-
lection is typical of the Shang style. It is
graceful in outline, with a beautifully bal-
anced distribution of masses which are
divided into three major sections. Each of
these is richly carved with symbolic fig-

(Continued on Page 2)

HONOLULU ARTISTS’ SHOW

A preview and reception held in Gal-
leries I, II and XIII will open the
Twelfth Annual Exhibition of the As-
sociation of Honolulu Artists at eight
o’clock on Thursday evening, March 7.

Painting and sculpture in the exhibi-
tion will be selected and hung by members
of the Association’s Executive Board:
Madge Tennent, President; Arthur Em-
erson, Vice-President; Shirley Russell,
Secretary; Hon Chew Hee, Treasurer;
Elsie Das, Emerson Anderlin and Ken-
neth K. Higachimachi, Directors. As is
customary everywhere, these artists may
also enter their own work in this show. It
is only from prize-awarding juries that
exhibiting artists are debarred when their
work is in competition.

Two Grand Prizes, for oil painting and
for sculpture, will be offered by the Asso-
ciation, these to be awarded by a cigarette
concours of all exhibiting artists.

The Annual Purchase Prize offered by
the Honolulu Art Society will be chosen
by a jury of their own members. These
are Lady Dawson Johnston, Mrs. Staf-
ford Austin, Mrs. J. Russell Cades and
Mr. George Moody. The exhibits thus
purchased will be given to the Lending
Collection in the Educational Depart-
ment for use in the public schools.

Seven prizes offered by various com-
mercial houses in Honolulu, the Fukuo
Kunai Memorial Prize and the Jon and
Eleanor Freitas Prize will be awarded by
Mrs. Joseph Barber, Jr., Mrs. Francis X.
Williams and Mrs. John Hollingsworth.

The names of artists receiving awards
will be announced on the evening of the
preview.
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ures. The lower section has the conven-
tional motif of the t'ao-t’ieh, or ‘“‘demon
mask,” with its large bulging eyes, eye-
brows and curled horns indicated in a
marked geometric style. The shield at the
nose, divided by a narrow ridge or flange,
the curling upper lip, the ears, and short
front foot complete the portrayal of the
fantastic animal. Professor Herrlee G.
Creel suggests that this motif represents
an ox, as cattle were used as sacrifices to
the gods. The bolder outlines of the #ao-
t'ieh are modulated by the rich and min-
utely carved spirals, or thunder pattern,
which cover the surface. A row of con-
ventionalized dragons appears above the
t'ao-t'ieh pattern. An ancient text says,
“Rain is produced by means of the
dragon,” and Professor Creel suggests
that the “thunder pattern” almost cer-
tainly—and the dragon very possibly—
were associated with rain and the harvest.

In the middle area the #'ao-t'1eh mask is
repeated, but with subtle variations in de-
tails of horns and absence of shield at the
nose.

The top section follows the graduated
flare in the lip of the vessel by the rhyth-
mic repetition of the triangular shaped
“hanging blade pattern.” This motif is
completely stylized. The symbols no
longer follow shapes of natural or mythi-
cal objects but are abbreviated for the
sake of design, and because of the chang-
ing attitude toward the original signifi-
cance of the symbols. This tendency ap-
parently began in the late Shang period
and was carried on even more severely by
the craftsmen of the Chou dynasty.

Our knowledge of Shang bronzes is by
no means complete, and further excava-
tions are necessary even to verify present
theories concerning styles and dates. Such
information, however, is not necessary for
an appreciation of the Academy’s bronze
wine vessel, with its sturdy symmetry,
graceful form and beautiful patina. After
March 5 it will be exhibited in Gallery
XVIII.

CALLIGRAPHY CONTEST

The Third Annual Calligraphy Con-
test sponsored by the Academy will be
held on Saturday afternoon, March 9, at
two o’clock. Students from several of the
Chinese Language Schools—Mun Lun,
Chung Shan, Hoo Cho and Chung Wah
—will compete for certificates. These will
be awarded to the best calligraphers in
each school by a jury of awards whose
chairman is Consul Yiffin Huang.

On the evening of March 14 from seven
to nine o’clock there will be a reception
and formal presentation of certificates. At
this time Dr. Wing-Tsit Chan, Professor
of Oriental Philosophy at the University
of Hawaii, will speak on the history and
aesthetics of calligraphy, and demonstra-
tions of Chinese writing will be given by
Vice-Consul Chia-Hsiang Li.

An exhibition of work by all contestants
will be on view from March 14 to 24.

GILBERT AND SULLIVAN

During March a series of recorded pro-
grams of well-known Gilbert and Sulli-
van Operas will be given on Sunday after-
noons at four-thirty o’clock. These will
be held in the central court. There will be
no admission charge. Dates for these pro-
grams are as follows: March 10—Pa-
tience; March 17—Iolanthe; March 24—
H.M.S. Pinafore.

HONOLULU ART SOCIETY

The Wednesday morning lecture series
on “Furniture Design and Home Decora-
tion” given bi-weekly by Greta Gollmer
will continue during March. These talks
begin at ten o’clock and are followed by
visits to interesting Honolulu houses.
Only members of the Society may attend.

Lecture dates are:

March 6—The Influence of Oriental Art on
Modern Furniture Design and Decoration.
Visit to Makiki home of Mr. and Mrs. Philip
E. Spalding.

March 20—Streamlining the Early Island Home.
Visit to the home of Mr. and Mrs. George
Moody, Old Pali Road.

“The Residential Office,” arranged by

Claude Albon Stiehl, the second exhibi-
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tion in the architectural series planned for
men, will be on view from March 6 to 31
in Gallery IX-A.

On Tuesday evening, March 12, at
eight o’clock, Mr. Stiehl will discuss his
own arrangement and other ideas for
modern residential offices which might
appeal to men of varied tastes.

The last program in the series of lec-
ture-demonstrations on “The Arts Inte-
grated in the Dance,” arranged by the
Kulamanu Studio, will be held on April
18 at ten-thirty o’clock, and not on March
17 as previously announced.

A program devoted to the music of
Johannes Brahms and Cesar Franck, con-
cluding the series of lecture-recitals on
“The Understanding of Piano Music,”
will be given at eight o’clock on Thursday
evening, March 28. This will be pre-
sented by Carola Skog, pianist (Punahou
School of Music), and Emma Hardy,
member of the viola section of the Hono-
lulu Symphony Orchestra.

Annually the Honolulu Art Society ar-
ranges an exhibition of material borrowed
from its members. This year’s show will
be held in Galleries I and XIII from
April 4 to 28. Those who are interested
in contributing to this exhibition are asked
to submit material of the following types,
preferably things not heretofore shown at
the Academy: Bronzes, Books and Manu-
scripts, Fans, Furniture, Jewelry, Lac-
quer and Enamels, Screens and Scrolls,
Silver, Textiles and Miscellaneous—
Small Sculptures, Miniatures, etc.

In assembling the exhibition objects
will be selected for their art value rather
than their sentimental interest.

Entries, accompanied by all available
information, must be at the Honolulu
Academy of Arts not later than March 26.

The Honolulu Art Society now has a
membership of twelve hundred.

New members who have joined since
February are listed below :

Contributing Members: Mrs. John S. Grace,
Miss Mary Winsor.

Annual Members: Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Barber,
Jr., Mrs. C. R. Bathurst, Major and Mrs. George

Blaney, Miss Laura Carter, Mr. William Cosgrove,
Miss Kay Darville, Mrs. H. W. Ferguson, Mrs.
Burr O. Fink, Mrs. F. T. Gillespie, Miss Marie
Parker Handley, Mrs. Richard M. Ikeda, Mrs. John
Ing, Miss Kathleen Lowrey, Mrs. Robert McKee,
Mrs. J. J. Makin, Mrs. Morrell W. Marsten, Mrs.
D. C. Parker, Mr. and Mrs. Lawson Riley, Mrs.
F. A. Schaefer, Jr., Mrs. 1. J. Shepherd, Mrs. J.
Dustin Smith, Mrs. Lyle H. Van Dyke and Miss
Frances Jean Warner.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS
PERMANENT COLLECTION

GrrTs

Anonymous—Chinese bronze wine vessel (Ku),
Shang dynasty (1766-1122 B. C.).

Mrs. Wallace Alexander—Hawaiian Tapa.

Miss H. E. A. Castle—Chinese Imperial Robe, early
Ch’ing dynasty (1616-1911 A.D.).

Mrs. Clarence H. Cooke—One Chinese rose lacquer
and four gold lacquer figures, Ch’ing dynasty.

S. and G. Gump and Company—Siamese brocade
panel, late 19th century.

Mrs. Dora Isenberg—Two Hawaiian quilts, “Niu-
malu” and “Garden Island” patterns.

Mrs. Benjamin L. Marx—English silver snuff box,
made by William Stevenson in 1817.

Mrs. Frank S. Scudder—Japanese Samurai war fan;
Damascene sword and sheath.

Mrs. Philip E. Spalding—‘“Niyogi and Flute,” oil
painting by Isami Doi (1939) ; piece of Indian
brocade (modern).

PRINT COLLECTION

GrrTs
Dr. C. Montague Cooke, Jr.—1 drypoint: Mabel
Alvarez, “Sleeping Child”.
Mr. Howard Sutherland—27 etchings and dry-
points: George Elbert Burr, Book of Etchings.

LIBRARY

GIFTS

Miss H. E. A. Castlee—Emerson: Pioneer Days in
Hawaii ; Gulick: The Pilgrims of Hawaii ; Rock :
The Ornamental Trees of Hawaii.

Mrs. Theodore A. Cooke—Newsom : Japanese Gar-
den Construction.

Msrs. Benjamin L. Marx and Miss H. E. A. Castle
—Cheney : Gleanings in the Fields of Art; Har-
rison: Woman’s Handiwork in Modern Homes
(1881) ; Jones: Household Elegancies (1875);
Urbino: Art Recreations (1864 ).

SCHOOL LENDING COLLECTION

GrFTS
Honolulu Art Society—2 drypoints: Mabel Alva-
rez: “Sleeping Child”; A. Ray Burrell : “Monte-
rey Cypress”; 1 linoleum print: Jack Bowling,
“Introducing the Birds.”
John Poole Memorial Purchase Prize—1 wood en-
graving : Isami Doi, “Manicure.”
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CALENDAR

March:

To Mar. 10—Drawings of Bali and Java by Jane
Foster.

1—10:30 a.m.—Public Gallery Tour.t

1— 2:00 p.m.—Story Hour.t

3— 4:30 p.m.—Violin recital by Madeleine Childs.

5 to 17—European Prints from the Atherton Gift
Collection.

5 to 31—Second exhibition in Architectural Series
—“The Residential Office,” ar-
ranged by Claude Albon Stiehl.*

5—10:30 a.m.—“Theory and Vocabulary of
Color,” lecture by Claudia
Stearns.}

6—10:00 a.m.—“The Influence of Oriental Art on
Modern Furniture Design and
Decoration,” talk by Greta Goll-
mer; visit to the home of Mrs.
P. E. Spalding.*

7 to 31— Twelfth Annual Exhibition of Associa-
tion of Honolulu Artists.

7— 4:30 p.m.—Public phonograph concert.}

7— 8:00 p.m.—Preview—Twelfth Annual Exhi-
bition Association of Honolulu
Artists.

9— 2:00 p.m.—Annual Calligraphy Contest.

10— 4:30 p.m.—Public concert—Recording of “Pa-
tience” by Gilbert and Sullivan.

12—10:30 a.m.—“Color in Art,” lecture by Clau-
dia Stearns.}

12— 8:00 p.m.—“The Residential Office,” lecture
by Claude Albon Stiehl.*

12 to 31—Prints by School Children, exhibition.

13— 8:00 p.m.—Program by Martena Tenney,
Monologist.

14—10:30 a.m.—Lecture by Madge Tennent on
Honolulu Artists’ Show.

14— 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.—Reception, Chinese Callig-
raphy exhibition.

14 to 24—Exhibition of Chinese Calligraphy.

17— 4:30 p.m.—Public concert—Recording of “Io-
lanthe” by Gilbert and Sullivan.

19 to 31—American Prints in the Atherton Gift
Collection.

19—10:30 a.m.—“Color in Dress,” lecture by Clau-
dia Stearns.}

20—10:00 a.m.—“Streamlining the Early Island
Homes,” talk by Greta Gollmer;
visit to the home of Mr. and Mrs.
George Moody, Old Pali Road.

21— 8:00 p.m.—Public lecture by Madge Tennent
on Honolulu Artists’ Show.

22— 8:00 p.m.—Program by Joan and Betty Ray-
ner, Troubadours.

24— 4:00 p.m.—Public Symphony Talk by Fritz
Hart.

24— 4:45 p.m.—Public concert, Recording of “H.
M. S. Pinafore” by Gilbert and
Sullivan.

26—10:30 a.m.—“Color at Home,” lecture by Clau-
dia Stearns.}

28— 8:00 p.m.—Piano lecture-recital.*

T One of a series given weekly at the same hour.
* Arranged by the Honolulu Art Society.
I There is a small registration fee for this series.

HOURS OF ADMISSION—Free at all times: Open Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sundays from 3 to 6 p.m. EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT—The lending collection of objects, pictures, slides and phonograph rec-
ords is available to all teachers. Schools wishing appointments for visiting the Academy or for talks by staff members may make them by
calling the Educational Officc. PRINT ROOM AND REFERENCE LIBRARY—Open during Academy hours. THE HONOLULU
ART SOCIETY, affiliated with the Academy, has an office in the Oriental wing. Executive Secretary, Mrs. Arthur E. Restarick.

Epcar Craic SCHENCK, Director.
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