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Status Commissions Conclude Negotiations on Saipan 

Delegations representing three Micronesian political 

status commissions and the United States concluded ten 

days of negotiations on the future status of the Trust 

Territory on October 2. The four parties have agreed to 

continue their discussions in Hawaii in mid-January. 

Ambassador Peter R. Rosenblatt, Personal 
Representative of President Carter to the negotiations on 
the future political status of Micronesia, who headed the 

United States delegation, characterized the talks as “‘very 

satisfactory.’’ ‘‘We feel we have taken significant steps 
toward producing a compact that will govern relations 

between the United States and the freely associated states 

of Micronesia after the trusteeship ends in 1981.” 

For the first time since the negotiations resumed under 

the Carter Administration, the Micronesian and American 

delegations were discussing the mechanical details of their 

future political relationship. In a series of multilateral 

sessions the delegations considered possible compact 

provisions dealing with political and defense relations 

between the United States and Micronesian governments 

under a free association agreement implementing the 

general principles agreed upon at Hilo in April 1978. It 

had been agreed prior to the Saipan round that economic 

relations—the other major element of a free association 

agreement—would not be discussed at this time but 

deferred to a later meeting. 

The United States delegation also met_bilaterally-with 
each of the three Micronesian ‘delegations “the 

Commission on Future Political Status and Transition, of 

the Congress of Micronesia, the Palau <Pélitical’ Status 

Commission, and the Marshall Islands Political Status 
Commission) to discuss topics of special intetest to edeh 

individual group. Special discussions were.also held- on. 

aviation and marine matters, with participation of. 

representatives of the Department of Transportation, the. 

Federal Aviation Administration, the Civil Aéronautics = 

Board, and the United States Coast Guard. oa 
As a result of the discussions, the parties will now 

commence working out compact language reflecting the 
approaches discussed at Saipan. It is expected that the 

Hawaii talks will provide an opportunity for further 

progress toward agreement on language covering political 

and defense relations. Discussion of economic issues is 

also slated to begin at the Honolulu meeting. 

    
  

William R. Schmidt, Manager of Sea Transportation Branch at 

the Bureau of Transportation and Communications, was presented 

with a certificate in recognition of his “sustained superior 

services” in that Bureau last month by High Commissioner Adrian 

P. Winkel. Present at the presentation ceremony at the High 

Commissioner’s office were (l-r) Charles Muller, Manager of 

Management Branch at the Sea Division; Lazarus Salii, 

Administrator, Department of Development Services; Victorino 
Borja, Chief of Communications Division; Ywao Elanzo, Chief of 
Sea Division; High Commissioner Winkel; Schmidt and his wife, 
Claudia; Dean Robb, Assistant Attorney General; Hideo Tell, 
Manager of Marine Technical Branch; Podis Pedrus, Director of the 

Bureau of Personnel; Fred Heine, Supervisor of Inter-Island | 

Shipping Operations; and Juan S. Dela Cruz, Sea Operations 
Officer. 

Schmidt, who has been with the Trust Territory Government 

since November 1972, and his family left the Trust Territory late 

AC last month for Honolulu, where he will be employed by the 
) UW Matson Navigation Company as Industry Relations Officer. 
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   Kosrae’s Candidates for Nov. 7 Election 

Names of candidates for various public offices in 
Kosrae District have been received on Saipan. 

Kosrae will have its first gubernatorial election on 
November 7. 

Jacob Nena, presently the Deputy District 

Administrator for that district, is running unopposed for 

the Governor's seat. In the Lieutenant Governor's race, 

the candidates are Yosiwo George, Trust Territory Social 

Security Administrator, and Fred P. Sigrah, Kosrae 

Personnel Officer. 
Incumbent Senator Hirosi Ismael is also running 

unopposed for his second term in the Congress of 

Micronesia. But Congressman Kasuo Isisaki, Kosrae’s lone 

representative in the House, is being opposed by Claude 

Phillip, assistant public defender, and Spencer Asher, High 

Schoo! Principal. 

The Congress recently adopted a joint resolution 

requesting the Secretary of the Department of Interior to 

amend Secretarial Order 2918 to postpone the COM 

election in November and extend the life of the present 

Congress until July 12, 1979. However, if the Secretarial 

Order is not amended, there will be elections throughout 

Micronesia on November 7. 

in the Kosrae Legislature’s race, a total of 40 

candidates are vying for 14 seats. Under the Kosrae 

Charter, there wili be five legislators from Lelu, four from 

Tafunsak, three from Malem, and two from Utwe. 

Yap District will also have its gubernatorial election on 

November 7, this year. That district will announce its 

candidates for the election on or after October 8, the 
deadline. Ponape will have its gubernatorial election on 

November 12, next year. Truk District completed its 

election on August 30, and its new government was 
inaugurated on September 26. 

COM Legislation 

The following are the legislation passed and adopted at 
the first part of the special session of the Congress of 

Micronesia held in Ponape recently: 

Senate Bill 7-215: To create a Capital relocation 

committee to plan the transfer of the Headquarters to 
Ponape (for the Federated States of Micronesia). 

Senate Bill 7-13, S.D., H.D.1, C.D.1: Extending the 

date of expiration of the present salary schedule to 

February 28, 1979. 
Senate Joint Resolution 7-95, $.D.1, H.D.1, C.D.1: 

Asking the Secretary of the Interior to extend the life of 
the Seventh Congress until July 12, 1979 and to cancel 
the scheduled November 7, 1978 Congressional Election. 

House Joint Resolution 7-130, H.D.1, S.D.1: Asking 

the U.S. Congress to reinstate Title |! War Claims money. 

House Joint Resolution 7-134: Creating the Special 

Committee on Referendum Review to investigate the 
conduct of the Constitutional Referendum where 

complaints have been filed with the Congress of 

Micronesia. 

The special session will. reconvene on October 9 for 20 

days or end before 12 midnight October 28. 
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COM Approves Salii... 

The Congress of Micronesia 

Joint Committee on 
& Administrative Appointments 

(JCAA) recently approved the 

",, Nomination of Lazarus Salii to 
: i become the Administrator of 

~ mathe Department of 
: Meg Development Services. 

Salii’s confirmation thus 

‘F “super departments created         -# filled the third and last of the 

“under the reorganization plan of the Executive Branch. 
The other two are the Department of Administrative 

Services and the Department of Community Services. 

The Bureaus under Salii are the Bureau of Resources, 

, Bureau of Public Works, and Bureau of Transportation 

and Communications. 

The Committee, headed by Senator Petrus Tun of Yap, 

praised Salii for his “‘thoughtful and candid” answers 
during public hearings on his nomination. 

Noting that the Congress places great importance in the 
Five-Year Indicative Development Plan, the Committee 

said Salii “‘possesses the perspective and administrative 

ability’’ necessary to implement those aspects of the plans 

which fall within his Department's responsibility. 

Salii most recently was the Director of the Office of 

Planning and Statistics, a position he held for two years. 

Prior to that, he served with distinction in the Congress of 

Micronesia in which he held a number of important 

positions, including Chairman of the Joint Committee on 

Political Status and Vice President of the Senate. 

... and Idip 

The Congress of Micronesia Committee on 

Administrative Appointments recently approved the 

nomination of Chief of Agriculture David Idip to be a 
member-at-large on the Board of Directors of the 

Micronesian Coconut Processing Authority. 
According to the Committee, Idip ‘‘shows genuine 

interest in revitalizing the copra industry in Micronesia.” 

The Committee stated Idip’s membership on the board 

“will contribute to new areas of production and 

processing of copra, an important income to outer 

islanders.” 

Other members include Peter Sugiyama, Palau; David 

Menginfel, Yap; Kisante Sos, Truk; Catalino Sam, Ponape; 

Kunar Abner, Marshalls; and Norman Skilling, Kosrae. 

Final Results from Kosrae 

Because of transportation difficulties, the final 

certified results of the Constitutional Referendum in 

Kosrae were not officially known until very recently. 

They are: YES — 1,118, NO — 704. This completes the 

official counting of the Constitutional Referendum held 
on July 12, 1978. 

 


