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Status Commissions Conclude Negotiations on Saipan

Delegations representing three Micronesian political
status commissions and the United States concluded ten
days of negotiations on the future status of the Trust
Territory on October 2. The four parties have agreed to
continue their discussions in Hawaii in mid-January.

Ambassador Peter R. Rosenblatt, Personal
Representative of President Carter to the negotiations on
the future political status of Micronesia, who headed the
United States delegation, characterized the talks as ‘‘very
satisfactory.” ‘“We feel we have taken significant steps
toward producing a compact that will govern relations
between the United States and the freely associated states
of Micronesia after the trusteeship ends in 1981.”

For the first time since the negotiations resumed under
the Carter Administration, the Micronesian and American
delegations were discussing the mechanical details of their
future political relationship. In a series of multilateral
sessions the delegations considered possible compact
provisions dealing with political and defense relations
between the United States and Micronesian governments
under a free association agreement implementing the
general principles agreed upon at Hilo in April 1978. It
had been agreed prior to the Saipan round that economic
relations—the other major element of a free association
agreement—would not be discussed at this time but
deferred to a later meeting.

The United States delegation also met bilaterally-with
each of the three Micronesian ‘delegations ’athe
Commission on Future Political Status and Transitifi@ of
the Congress of Micronesia, the Palau:Palitical’Status
Commission, and the Marshall Islands Political Status
Commission) to discuss topics of special interest to eat-:fq
individual group. Special discussions were: a{so held-on
aviation and marine matters, with participation of’
representatives of the Department of Transporfation, the_
Federal Aviation Administration, the Civil Asironautics'i’
Board, and the United States Coast Guard. e

As a result of the discussions, the parties will now
commence working out compact language reflecting the
approaches discussed at Saipan. It is expected that the
Hawaii talks will provide an opportunity for further
progress toward agreement on language covering political
and defense relations. Discussion of economic issues is
also slated to begin at the Honolulu meeting.

William R. Schmidt, Manager of Sea Transportation Branch at
the Bureau of Transportation and Communications, was presented
with a certificate in recognition of his ‘sustained superior
services” in that Bureau last month by High Commissioner Adrian
P. Winkel. Present at the presentation ceremony at the High
Commissioner’s office were (I-r) Charles Muller, Manager of
Management Branch at the Sea Division; Lazarus Salii,
Administrator, Department of Development Services; Victorino
Borja, Chief of Communications Division; Ywao Elanzo, Chief of
Sea Division; High Commissioner Winkel; Schmidt and his wife,
Claudia; Dean Robb, Assistant Attorney General; Hideo Tell,
Manager of Marine Technical Branch; Podis Pedrus, Director of the
Bureau of Personnel; Fred Heine, Supervisor of Inter-Island
Shipping Operations; and Juan S. Dela Cruz, Sea Operations
Officer.

Schmidt, who has been with the Trust Territory Government
since November 1972, and his family left the Trust Territory late
last month for Honolulu, where he will be employed by the
Matson Navigation Company as Industry Relations Officer.







