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awalians now largest group

of homeless in isles at 37.59%

Caucasians dropped from 49.6 percent in 1992
to 29.6 percent of total homeless, officials say

-

awaiians and part-Hawai-

BY LORI TIGHE
Star-Bulletin

f the homeless, wiaile

s, the No. 2 group,

) for 29.6 percent, said

Sandy Miyoshi, homeless pro-

grams administrator for the
state.

That is a reversal from 1992,
when Caucasians made up 49.6
percent of the state’s homeless
population and Hawalians com-
prised 20.6 percent, according to
the Native Hawaiian Data Book.

Asians, Filipinos and blacks
each make up less than 10 per-
cent of the homeless population,

s both surprising and not
|rising to me,” said Lulani
yeenzie. president and chief

e officer of Alu Like, a
;organization that of.
'0grams to native Ha-

1 _ t'he one hand, native Ha-
s$2 wailans are the Jeading indica-

tor of every other category:
worst health, most incarcerated,
most nutnbers on welfare,”
McKenzie said.

“On the other hand, most Ha-
waiians do have ohana they can
team up with. It's very distress-
ing. It obviously ties into the
depressed economy.”

Shifting demographics may
help explain the change.

The most recent ethnic popu-
lation breakdown snows that
the number of Caucasians de-
creased by about 8,000 to 254,421
In 1996 from 1999, according to
the Hawali Health Surveillance.
During the same time, the num-
ber of Hawaiians/part-Hawai-
ians increased about 32,000 to
237,128,

The number of homeless in
Hawali has expanded between
250 and 300 each vear since 1994.
as the state dollars to care for
them have continued 1o shrink.

“l do think it's tied to the
economy,” said Lynn Maunakea,
executive director of the Insti-
tute for Human Services Inc.,
the biggest homeless shelter in
the state. “They can't afford
rent if they lost their job "

14

I do think it’s tied to the
economy. They (the
homeless) can’t afford
rent if they lost their job.

&8

Lynr Maunakea
executive director of the Institute

for Human Seruvices, the state 's
biggest homeless shelter.

AbA

There are also more homeless
children,

About 60 percent of the home-
less population this vear are
adults, while 40 percent are chil-
dren. Miyoshi said.

In 1992, homeless adults com-
prised 80 percent and children
accounted for 20 percent, ac-
cording to the Native Kawaiian
Data Book.

In 1982, the state spent more
than $3 million to care for 5,353
homeless people. This year, the
state spent $2.6 million on 12,887
homeless people, Maunakea
said.

The state also receives $1 mil-
lion in federal money for the
homeless.
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ublic trust or ceded lands in Hawaii comprise

about 1.8 million acres of property in all four

counties, making up about 43 percent of the is-

lands' area. The lands were given to the Unit-
ed States shortly after the 1893 overthrow of the Hawai-
ian kingdom. Under the 1959 Admissions Act, the state
of Hawaii became trustee for 1.4 million acres. The
statehood act set aside five purposes for its use, one of
them for the betterment of native Hawaifans.

In 1978, voters approved broad constitutional amend-
ments to create the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and fund
it with a share of the money detived from the use of
ceded lands. In 1980, the Legislature set the share at 20

percent. y

The state and the
! awaiian He beljeves all Hawaiians would
Ottice of H frequently visit the home if it were

i returned to the Hawaiian people,
Affairs try to reach an As such, he hopes Washington

Place becomes part of a settlement
agreement between the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs and the state
over past due revenue from ceded
lands.

“If we truly are a cultural peo-
ple, then money is really not im-
portant,” said Maxwell, who visit-
ed Washington Place during the
Aug. 12 centennial annexation and
again later last month for a state
event,

“Money is not the basis of our
culture, but the land is. And the sa-
credness of it. That's the important
thing to native Hawaiians,” he

What

are ceded
lands?

AAA

agreement on ceded
Jands before Dec. 1.
Some hope Washington

Place will be a part of
those negotiations

By PAT OMANDAM
Star-Bulletin

or the past 28 years, "Un-
cle Charlie” Kauluwehi
Maxwell Sr. avoided

Washington Place because
the former home of Hawaiian roy-
alty didn't belong to Hawaiians
ahymore,

But Maxwell changed his mind
this summer, and twice visited the
historic mansion. The disabled
Hawaiian cultural practitioner
likened both visits to Queen Lili-
uokalani’s home as “emotionally
cleansing.”

said.

More than three months have
passed since Gov. Ben Cayetano
and OHA Chairwoman A. Frenchy
DeSoto announced plans to settle
the dispute over how much the

PLEASE SEE SACRED, A-8
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state owes OHA for its use of ceded lands.

Negotiations stem from a court ruling two
years ago that sald OHA could sue for ceded
land revenue generated from housing sales
and rentals, Hilo Hospital patient services,
off-site Duty Free Shoppers and interest in-
come, The July 1996 order by Circuit Court
Judge Daniel G. Heely fueled estimates of
past due revenue ranging from $500 million
to $1.2 billion.

Hawaiji law requires OHA be paid 20 per-
cent of revenue derived from ceded lands, to
be uged for the betterment of native Hawai-
1ans. Those payments go to OHA, the semiau-
tonomous agency in charge of carrying out
that mandate.

So far, negotiators have met once, on Sept.
4, for an organizational meeting, said Janet
Kawelo, an executive research assistant for
Cayetano. Kawelo was named to replace
Rick Egged, who recently resigned his post
as state planning director.

Both sides agreed to release information
on the negotiations only through their of-
fices. A second meeting date was not given.

“l know that the staff is dealing with the
problem of trying to coordinate the trustees
and the negotiation teams' schedules, so it's
not that easy to get meeting dates,” said
Kawelo, who joins Sam Callejo, Cayetano’s
chief of staff, and Joe Blanco, the governor's
executive assistant, onthe team,

Team leader Callejo declined to discuss
state goals in the talks but believes it can be
done by Dec. 1, the deadline given by the
Hawaii Supreme Court to settle the issue.
The high court heard oral arguments during
an appeal of the case last April, but indjcat-
ed it wanted the parties to attempt an out-of-
rrurt eattlament hefore it ruled,

VML Y vl

“We're going to try like hell, that's our
job,” Callejo said. “It’s still early, but yes, we
have a lot of work to do. And I'm doing a lot
of reading right now.”

Foremost for negotiators is how to pro-
ceed. OHA, under different leadership last
year, considered hiring high-powered nego-
tiators to do its bidding, but that effort be-
came lost in a struggle for board leadership.

Earlier this year, OHA hired attorney
James Duffy and planner Norma Wong to its
negotiation team of DeSoto, OHA Vice Chair-
woman Haunani Apoliona and trustee Her-
bert Campos. Previously, Wong handled
talks for the state on Hawaiian issues, in-
cluding the return of Kahoolawe, butl_now
finds herself negotiating for Hawaiians
against the state. Duffy represented OHA be-
fore the Hawaii high court.

Another issue for officials is whether a
cash and land settlement is possible, given
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the cash-strapped state economy. Jon M. Van
Dyke, a University of Hawaif law professor
and a consultant to OHA, said the parties
will likely remain flexible on a settiement,
given the case's appeal before the high
court.

“It seems to me that it's a useful time for a
compromise, but from OHA's perspective,
they need to fight for the strongest possible
amount for their beneficiaries,” Van Dyke
said.

To foster public understanding of the
talks, OHA has launched a media campaign
that focuses on the state’s obligation to na-
tive Hawaiians, emphasizing OHA's fair
share. The ads will continue throughout the
talks, said OHA spokesman Ryan Mielke.

“It's simply to educate people on what the
issues are, and that there’s an issue of fair-
ness at hand,” Mielke said.

Also on the bargaining table is whether
the settlement will resolve past as well as fu-
ture revenue payments to OHA. Currently, a
task force of OHA and state officials is dis-
cussing annual ceded land revenue pay-
ments to OHA that have remained frozen at
815.1 million for the last two years.

But Kina‘u Boyd Kamalj'i, a former OHA
trustee and state lawmaker, maintains the
ceded land talks must only be for revenue
owed and should not involve possible trans-
(er of public trust lands, which already have
been set aside by the federal government for
Hawaii's native people,

“If they think they can pay us through
lands, instead of revenues, that is unaccept-
able because you cannot pay us with what is
already ours,” said Kamali‘i, 8 OHA candi-
date who believes the parties need to again
3sit down to address ceded land claims on the
1.8 million acres of trust land.

Looming over negotiators is a November

~general election that, judging from }jast

week’s primary, could drastically change the
makeup of the state administration, OHA
and the Legislature.

For one, the anti-incumbent wave has al-
ready affected Hawaii lawmakers. Three of
the five incumbent state senators who lost
their seats in the primary were of Hawaiian
ancestry: Sens. Malama Solomon, Lehua
Fernandes Salling and James Aki.

Lack of support for Hawailan issueg in the
Legislature could thwart any settlement
agreement reached by negotiators. More im-
portant, voter approval of a state Constitu-
tional Convention in November could put
the future of the 20-year-old Hawaiian
agency in jeopardy.

As one who helped create OHA in the 1978
state Constitutional Convention, DeSoto
fears a new Con Con may focus on unravel-
ing the gains OHA has made in the past two
decades.

“Over the last 20 years, we have put in
place programs that are the seedlings of
progress of our people,” DeSoto said. “I will
not stand idly by and watch a new and ex-
pensive constitutional convention end those
efforts before they've reached fruition.”

Meanwhile, some may view any settlement
with OHA as giving the agency the edge as
the entity to represent the Hawaiian people
under a sovereign government, although Van
Dyke sees OHA as just a step toward that en-
tity. He believes the large number and quali-
ty of candidates running for the five OHA
seats this fall is a sign of the agency's new re-
spectability.

“OHA has always felt like it should play a
facilitative role in promoting sovereignty but
has never put itself forward as the ultimate
entity to be the sovereign nation,” Van Dyke
said.
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Inouye: Gifts
to DHHL are

only part of
the remedy

Associated Press

HONOLULU — An agreement
giving 947 acres of federal lands to
the Depantment of Hawaiian Home
Lands as compensation for the Navy's
60-year use of Lualualei lands is
only part of the remedy for Hawai-
lans. Hawaii's senior senator said
Monday.

The 1995 Hawaiian Homes Recov-
en Actsigned by President Clinton
has & second part which defines the
special trust relationship the federal
government has with Natyve Hawai-
ians. Sen. Daniel Inouve. D-Hawaii.
told a ceremony at Washington Place.

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt
jomed Gov. Ben Cayetano and DHHL
Chairman Kali Watson in signing
an agreement giving the land to the
department.

Inouve and other members of
Hawalii's congressional delegation
signed as witnesses to the agree-
ment.

The land. worth between $70 mil-
lion and $90 million. mostly is locat-
ed at Barbers Point Naval Air Station.
which 1s being closed in July. The
Navv will keep the Lualualei lands.
which ars deemed unsuiwable for use
as Hawapun Home Lands. on the
Leeward Coast.

The settlement resulted from three

See LAND.
Page B
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LAND: Inouye says land

From Page 1
vears of negatiations under the Hawai-
i Homes Recovery Act.

nouse said (he second part ol
that act “puts into black and white the
special relationship between the feds
and Native Hawaiians.”

“Up until now (the Justice Depait-
ment) las been reluctant to acknowl-
cdge there is a special trust rela-
lionship betwveen Native Hawaitans
and the Tederal government,” Inouye
wid, 1 have always maintained that
it did exist and it was not extin-
euished by the Statehood Act.”

The Hawmian Homes Recovery
Act “eavs it will be the responsibil-
ity and ohligation on the part of the
federal government (o make certain
it the benefits set forth in this bill

It vives Hawaiians an opportu-

will be carried out,” Inouye said.

“What [ want is a clear. definitive
acknowledgement by (he Justice
[Deparnment that Native Hawaiians are
Native Americans.” he said.

Watson said the land transfer rep-
resents a major change in the feder-
al goyernment's historic relation-
ship with Hawaians.

“Today, the federal government,
rather than taking, is giving land
hack to the Native Hawaiians,” Wat-
son said. “While some people may
say it's not enough. [ helicve itisa
step in the right direction.

“From the Hawaiian perspective.
this is more than the transfer ol ands,
[t is the creation of opportunity and
hope,” he said.

gifts just part of remedy

nity to have a place 1o build homes.
o create businesses, to have job
training and to ¢reate an income
streaun to pay Tor tuture homesteading
activities, Watson said.

Sen. Duniel Akaka. D-Hawalii,
who sponsored the act, praised all
those who participated in the agree-
ment.

“To me. the thread that was inall
ol this was really the spirit of aloha,
whether the people know it ornot.”
Akaka said.

Besides more than 800 acres at Bar-
bers Point, DHIL gets smaller
acreages al Haiku Valley, Waipahu,
Waipio Peninsulii. Pearl City, Aiea and
Lualualet and a small portion of

Upolu Point on the Big Island.
Unrelated to the federal agree-
ment, in 1995 the state agreed to a
$600 million, 20-year settlement for
misusing 39,000 acres of that land
from 1959 statehood through 1988,

The Hawaiian Home Lands pro-
gram was established by Congress in
1920), setting aside 203,500 acres of
state land {or residential and farm lots
for those with 50 percent or more
Hawaiian blood.

There currently are nearly 7,000
Hawaiian homestead leases with a
waiting list of 16,000 Hawaiians
waiting for residential or agricul-
ture lots, or both.

P.5/8
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Hawai1
agency
gets 900
acres

Federa] officials
sign agreement

By Yasmin Anwar
Advertiser Staff Writer

Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt and other officials yes-
terday signed a historic land
agreement that guarantees the
transfer of more than 900 acres
of prime federal land to the
Department of Hawaifan Home
Lands worth between $70 mil-
lion and $90 million.

The jubilant signing at the
governor's Washington Place
mansion marked the first fed.
eral land transfer under the
Hawaiian Home Lands Recov-
ery Act, passed by Congress in
1895 to resolve a dispute over
some 1,400 acres the federal
Ig{overnment acquired during

awall's territorial period.

“We can't go into the future
by discarding the past,” Babbitt
told a crowd of more than 150
at the ceremony.

Babbitt attributed the long-
awaited land transfer to Ha-
wall's “relentless congressional
delegation,” including U.S.
Sens. Daniel Inouye and Danie]
Akaka and Reps. Neil Aber-
crombie and Patsy Mink, and to
Gov. Ben Cayetano. All were
present at the ceremony.

“This is a great day,” sald
Abercrombie, who brushed
agide suggestions that the cere-
mony was a campaign commer-
cial for the Democratic Party.

Under the settlement, the
Department of Hawaiian Home
Lands will gain control of 586
acres at Barbers Point Naval
Station, 167 acres at Haiku Val-
ley, 556 acres in Waipahu near
Leeward Community College,
and 38 acres at Upolu Point in
North Kohala on the Big
Island, along with parcels in
Pearl City, Aiea and Lualualei.

In exchange, the federal gov-
ernment may continue to use
Hawaiian homestead land at
Lualualei and Waimanalo on
Oahu, and at Kalaupapa on
Molokali.

Unlike previous land trans-
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fers to Native Hawaiians, much
of the new land has an existing
infrastructure of roads, water
and electricity, making it more
viable for commercial and resi-
dential purposes.

“It's a first step,” shrugged
Charles Kauluwehi Maxwell,
Sr., chairman of the Hawalii
advigsory committee to the
U.S. Civil Rights Commission.

While he and other Native
Hawaiians were cautiously
optimistic about the agree-

ment, they applauded loudly
when Inouye referred to the
section of the recovery act
that acknowledges the federal
government’s “special trust

relationship” with Native
Hawaiianas.

“What I want is a clear,
definitive acknowledgement
by the Justice Department
that Native Hawaiiang are
Native Americans,” Inouye
said.

Native Hawailan activists
have criticized the federal
government for classifying
Hawallans as a racial group
rather than as a political
group entitled to reparations,
like Native  Americans,
Although many live in sub-
standard conditions and are
digproportionately represented
in the criminal justice and
welfare statistics, Native

Hawaliilans say they are miss-
ing out on many federal aid
programs because of their
racial classification.

“We're land rich but cash
poor,” Maxwell said.

The land will be conveyed
to Hawaiian Home Lands in
July 1999 {following base clo-
sures, when it can be used for
homesteads and community
programs. Some of the land
may be sold.

Proposed projects at the
Barbers Point Naval Station
include transitional housing
for homelegs Hawallans, a job
training center, a motor race-
way expansion, a high-tech
park and commercial enter-
prises that would generate
income for Hawailan home-
steading programas.

The Hawaiian Home Lands
trust was created in 1920 so
that approximately 200,000
acres could be used as home-

stead land for residents with .

at least 50 percent Hawaiian
blood.

The demand for land has
been greater than the depart-
ment's ability to provide lots
for development, and at least
30,000 Native Hawaiians are
gseeking homestead leases,
according to Hawaiian Home
Lands chairman Kall Watson.

Efforts to reclaim the dis-
puted land started in the 1970s
when the department began tq
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Hawaiian Home Lands transfers 7

More than 900 acres of federal land will go to Hawaiian homesteads and
other projects benefitting Native Hawailans under & histaoric agreement.

Walpahu 55 acres
Ewa Rrum e BB alres
Manana Houslng 20 acres
‘Halawn haundry . 3acrss

‘Omega Halku 167 acres

‘Baibars Polni ;. 586 acres
— Raceway site 16 acres
Aualualel Butfer . .- 27 acres

Source: Dept. of Hawallan Horne Lands

Lualualei from Hawaiian
Home Lands to the U.S, Navy.
A suit filed by Hawailan

compile a land inventory and
discovered the federal govern-
ment had taken Lualualel

lands during the territorial
period. An executive order
signed in the 1930s had shifted
contro! of 1,350 acres at

Home Lands failed to give it
control of the lands, leading:
Qen. Akaka to introduce the
recovery bill.
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Hawaiian Homes 55|
merited compensation

NE of the problems that has plagued the Hawalian

Home Lands program over the years has been federal

and state government appropriation of its lands, Now
the program is finally getting something in return.

A federal executive order in the 1930s, when Hawali was a
territory, remaved 1,350 acres at Lualualei from Hawaiian
Home Lands and turned them over to the Navy, which used the
land for ammunition storage. Now, under
an agreement between the state and fed-
eral governments, the Department of
Hawaiian Home Lands will receive 580
acres at Barbers Point Naval Ajr Station
in compensation. :

The air station is scheduled to closé
next July and several state agencies ate
slated to use portions of the facility.
DHHL's share will include the headquar-
ters building. ‘

The department plans to develop the
land, which is adjacent to Campbell In-
dustrial Park, for commercial use to help
Hawaiians seek business opportunities.
In addition, DHHL will take over other
Akaka surplus federal lands at Upolu Point on

the Big Island and a portion of the closed
Omega station at Haiku in Windward Oahu.

Much credit for this recognition of Hawaiian claims belongs
to Senator Akaka, who sponsored the federal Hawaiian Home
Lands Recovery Act. That 1995 law required the federal govern-
ment to determine the value of the seized property and the
amount of lost income to the DHHL and transfer excess federal
property of equal value to the department.

" The state, meanwhile, has agreed to pay $600 million over 20
years to DHHL in settlement for 39,000 acres improperly taken -
from the homelands trust. After decades of neglect, some

wrongs are being righted.
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Grants toheloresearcy £'€LS Can still use

Pacific ag, health ties some homestead |

The federal Environmental Pro-
::g:ion ﬁgency hasawarded nine 1 d d d 1
arch grants totali ‘
Hawaij and the Westeglgi m% w an un e r e a |
area, U.S. Sen. Danlel Inouye said. | '
The funds will be used toinves. 'L he federal government has access

tigate and demonstrate creat :
ways toreduce humap health sud  *0 three areas but yields 894 acres

;e:vironn;ental risks from farm- :
ing practices while maintaining or |
improving diversified agriculture, BY gzﬁ-gmg'? . '

Inouye said. : ‘
Crops involved include vegeta- , The federal government' will get continued

bles, fruits and ornamentals. . use of Hawaiian homestead land at Lualualei -

Commercial growersandre- ' 20 Waimanalo on Oahu, and at Kalaupapa on -
searchers will work together. ' Molokai, under & settlement agreement it will

‘lam optimistic thatthispro- sign Monday with the state. ‘
gram will demonstrate that 3 via- In return, the state Department of Hawaiian
ble diversified agriculture cap be  1i0me Lands will receive 834 acres of surplus
consistent with sound environ- federal land from the U.S. Interjor Department.
mental stewardship and high stag» The agreement comes under the Hawaiian

dards for human health,” Inouye Home lLands Recovery Act of 1885, a law de-
said. signed to “restore and make whole” the Hawai-

Researchers from th jan homes trust. : ‘
ty of Hawaii and the Haewla{aixﬁ The act, signed by President Clinton on Nov. 2,
cultural Research Center will 1995, authorizes the conveyance of federal fee

work with large and small farms,  120d 10 Hawall to the Hawallan homes depart-
Northern Marianas College wil} - ment. :
carry out research in the Western' “The historic agreement closes a very im-
Pacitic, ' portant chapter in the history of the United
.. States' relationship with native Hawaiians,” U.S.
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt said in a state-
ment, ‘
The 894 acres of federal fee land being re-
turned to the state includes 588 acres at Barbers
Point Naval Station; 167 acres at Haiku Valley,
part of which will include land at the former
Coast Guard Omega Station; and 65 acres in
Waipahu next to Leeward Community College.
The remaining parcels are 48 acres at Waipio
Peninsula next to West Loch, and 38 acres at
Upolu Point near Hawl, in North Kohala on the
Big Island, according to a fact sheet f{rom
Hawailan Home Lands spokesman Francis Apoli-
" Ona, :
The agreement — valued at $74.5 million —
covers the value of the property as well as any
income that should have been paid by the U.S.
Navy for using it, Apoliona said yesterday.
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*When they came up with the dollar amount,
it 4ot only included the value of the land but also -
fof past.rent,” he said.

The {ederaliand will be conveyed to the home
lands department in mid-1999, and can be used
for hoBitstéads:and coftimunity developments.
'I’t;g act also allowtf i portion-t the land to be
sold. RIS e

The department on Thursday hdd said It wints.
to develop the Barbers Point land for comtfier
cial uses, including a tralning center to help-
gatlve Hawallans seek new business opportuni-

es, .

Planning officer Darrell Yagodich, in this
month’s department newsletter, said the agree-
ment {3 a result of a 20-year effort that peaked -.
with passage of the act. P

F’agod(ch sald the department began to com- .
pile a land inventory in the mid-1970s and
digcovered the federal government had improp-
erly taken Lualualei lands during the territorial
period. An executive order signed then removed
1,350 acres at Lualualei from control of Hawailan -
Homes to the U.S. Navy. ‘ ‘

He sald the department filed sult to regain the
lands, but failed on technical grounds, Their
efforts, however, eventually led to the congres-
slanal act.

The federal government created the Hawalian
Home Lands Trust in 1920 and set aside about
200,000 acres in Hawali to be used as homestead
land by Hawalians with 50 percent or more blood
quantum.

Recently, the law was amended to allow those
with _horoesteads to pass on leases to their
childeen, {f the children are at least 25 percent
Hgwilian.

aBbitt, Navy Secretary John Dalton, Hawali's
copgressional delegation and state officials will

+ Sign tHE agreement at Washington Place.
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Hawaiian Homes plan
sets a good precedent §*

Through all the debate over
the overthrow of the monar-
chy and the annexation of
Hawail, it sometimes gets lost
that Hawallan grievances are
not just emotional or political.

There are also substantive,
specific grievances whose
resolution could result in
equally substantive, real
benefits for the Hawaiian
people.

A classic example ig the
longstanding complaint by the
state of Hawalii and Hawalian
Home Lands about Uncle
Sam’s taking of homelands
property for other uses.
Perhaps the biggest example
was the Navy’s use since the
1930s of some 1,350 acres at
Lualualei in West Oahu for
storage and other purposes.

Hawaiian Homes — and by
implication the Hawaiiang —
were never compensated for
the taking of these lands.
That’s about to change.

‘Under a federal Hawaiian
Homes Recovery Act,
sponsored by Hawali Sen. Dan
Akaka, the federal
government will finally
compensate Hawaiians for the
use of this property. The plan
is to turn over to Hawaiian
Homes some 580 acres of

Barbers Point Naval Air
Station when it is
decommissioned next year, A
few other smaller parcels
might also be involved.

Most likely, Hawalian Homes
will use the land and facilities
for commercial purposes,
training and other services
designed to help Hawaiians
and generate money for the
program.

The lesson in this is that
there are many ways in which
Hawalian claims and
grievances can be settled, The
Barbers Point plan might serve
as a model for other
unresolved claims, including
those on income from ceded
lands by the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs,

It might have been
impossible to get the $70
million to $90 million value of
the Barbers Point property in
cash out of Washington. Thus
the land transfer.

Similar arrangements could
help resolve the ceded land
dispute. Transferring surplus
land or other properties
doesn'’t directly impact a cash-
starved state, and it offers
Hawaiians fresh opportunities
for boot-strap economic
development and self-reliance.
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Cayetano
campaign
Insists

on proof

Lingle organization
just as adamant

By Ken Kobayashi
Advertiser Capitol Bureau

Gov. Ben Cayetano’s cam-
paign co-chairwoman yester-
day renewed a demand that
Republican challenger Linda
Lingle prove her allegation

that Cayetano's campaign
spread false rumors that she is
gay.

The Lingle camp refused to
produce proof,

“They can demand all they
want,” said Bob Awana, Lin-
gle's campaign manager, “I'll
produce it when I'm good and
ready.”

Lingle last week told a cam-
paign audience that in the past
year and a half, she has been
the target of a “whispering
campaign” spreading false
rumors that
she's gay.

Lingle,
Maui's two-
term mayor,
later  sgald
she has “rea-
son to
believe” that
the rumors
came from a
committee

AnnKobayashi; w i t h

Says rumors CC : 3;1 ep‘ :i“g"ns
hgd been She also said
dismissed she has a
copy of an
eight-page report from the
group that raises the issue of
her sexual orientation,

Cayetano and his campaign
last week called Lingle's
remarks “irresponsible” and
demanded to know what proof
Lingle had,

Ann Kobayashi, Cayetano's
campaign co-chairwoman, yes-
terday called a press confer-
ence and said the Cayetano
campaign has heard Maui peo-
ple talking about the rumorg
dating back four or five years.
But she sald “we dismissed all
of that because it's not a cam-
paign issue.”

Kobayashi sald the Lingle
campaign should release the
report to news reporters and
produce the proof it says it has.
“We're speaking out today so
the malicious rumors against us
don’t take root,” Kobayashi
said.

Awana said he's not releasing
the report because it contains
“wild, reckless allegations”
against not only Lingle but
other “innocent people.”

“We're not going to dignify it
by even producing it,” Awana
said. He also said the Lingle
campaign will not apologize to
the Cayetano campaign.

Awana said Lingle wants to
focus on the “real issue” of the
campaign: Hawaii's alling econ-
omy,
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State to get
580 acres
of land

from Navy

The Barbers Point site
_transfer will settle
a dispute over Lualualei

BY GREGG K. KAKESAK
Star-Bulletin i

The state will sign an agreement
with the federal government Mon-
day involving the transfer of 580
acres of Barbers Point Naval Alr
Station land next year.

The agreement, belleved to be
worth $70 million to $90 million,
stems from the Hawalian Home
Lands Recovery Act, which was
authored by Sen. Danie] Akaka
and passed by Congress in 1985.

Francis Apoliona, spokesman

for the Department of Hawalian
‘Home Lands, said the agreement

-Bruce
‘Babbitt

will resolve DHHL’s demands of

compensation

] for the Navy’s
use of Hawal-
ian  Home
Lands for the
Naval Maga-
zine at Lualua-
lei on Oahu’s
Leeward
Coast.

In the agree-
ment, the Na-
vy will keep

Lualualei, and

Asvalhanemrn

111 E¥XLIlalgye
the Hawaiian Homes will get land
at Barbers Point, including the
headquarters building when the

‘base closes next year, a8 well as
.other surplus federal lands at

Upolu Point on the Big Island and
'a portion of the Coast Guard's
.closed Omega station at Halky, in
Windward Oahu under the the
'H-3 freeway, Apoliona said.

The settlement means Hawailan
Homes will be reimbursed for the
use of Lualualei for the past six
decades.

Interior Secretary Bruce Bab-
bitt and Gov. Ben Cayetano will
sign the memorandum of agree-
‘ment Monday at Washington
‘Place. Also expected to attend is
‘Navy Secretary John Dalton.

Apoliona said the department
wants to develop the Barbers
'Point land for commercial uses to
help natlve Hawaiians seek new
business opportunities as well as
establish a training center.

Currently, more than 29,000
people are on DHHL waiting lists
for residential or agricultural lots,

Other state agencies that will be
using Barbers Poinot after the Na-
vy vacates will be the Hawaii
National Guard, the state Depart-
‘ment of Transportation and the
city of Honolulu.

Congress created the Hawaiian
Home Lands program in 1920,
which involved 200,000 acres in
the islands to be used as home-
stead land by Native Hawaiians,
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Deal expected

Interior secretary, local officials
to sign agreement next week

By John Yaukey

Advertiser Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt will
join Gov, Ben Cayetano and
other officials in Honolulu on
Monday to sign a “historic”
Hawaijan Home Lands settle-

ment, Interior officials said yes-
terday.

Details were not available,
but Sen. Daniel Akaka, D-
Hawali, has said Hawaii offi-
cials were negotiating the
transfer of federal land valued
at $70 million to $90 million to

the Department of Hawaijan
Home Lands.

Such a transfer would be the
first land given to the depart-
ment under the Hawaiian
Home Lands Recovery Act,
passed by Congress in 1995,

The act, introduced by Akaka,
was intended to resolve the
long-standing dispute over
approximately 1,400 acres of
Hawaiian homelands acquired
by the federal government dur-
ing the Islands’ territorial period.

on homelands

“The signing of this agree-
ment folows through on a com-
mitment made by President
Clinton,” Babbitt said in a brief
statement, referring to Clinton’s
signing of the recovery act.

The Hawaiian Home Lands
were created in 1920 under the
Hawaiian Homes Commission
Act, which called for setting
aside 200,000 acres to be dis-
tributed as homesteads for
Native Hawalians.

But demand for land has far

outstripped the department’'s
ability to provide developable
lots. To date, Hawaiian Home
Lands chairman Kali Watson
said, 29,000 applications are
pending from Native Hawai-
jans seeking homestead leases
— 16,000 for residential leases
and 13,000 for pastoral and
agricultural leases.

For many years, Native
Hawaiians have accused the
state and federal government
of breaches of trust involving

Hawaiian Home Lands, mostly
involving the use of land with-
out paying fair purchase prices
or fair rents.

Watson said final details of
the agreement were being
worked out yesterday, so he
could not discuss it in any
detail until Monday’s signing.

Several months ago, Akaka
announced a land agreement
was pending. He could not be

See Lands, Page A9
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Landsi Deal to be

FROM PAGE ONE —a'

reached for comment &ester-
day.

He has said negotiators were

completing land appraisals and
cormparing the value of federal
lands to be transferred with
that of the lost homelands to
ensure fair compensation. He
referred to acreage at Barbers
Point and other federal sites,
described as “prime lands on

Oahu and the Big Island.”

The recovery act mandates
that the federal government
return land with equal or

signed Monday

greater value than the land it
took.

In the 1930s, the territorial
governor signed executive
orders removing more than
1,350 acres at Lualualei from
the Hawaiian Home Lands
Trust to build communications,
radar and storage facilities.

Hawaiian Home Lands
appraisers have concluded the
trust is owed $75 million to
$81 million for the Lualualei
lands and other small parcels
taken by the federal govern-
ment, including compensation
for lost use of the land.

In the past, Hawaiian Home

Lands officials have said they
were interested in obtaining
about 550 acres at Barbers
Point through the settlement.
The transfer also could
include a portion of the former
Coast Guard Omega station in
Haiku, built during World
War Il as a navigational facil-
ity and closed last year.
Another potential site is part
of the Coast Guard facility at
Upolu Point on the Big Island.
Watson could not confirm
whether those tracts would be
included in the agreement.
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Hawaii

feeling
Northwest
effects 4£

Cancellations
include Isle flights

By Michele Kayal
Advertiger Staff Writer

Northwest Airlines yesterday
canceled 400 domestic and inter-
national flights scheduled for
this weekend — including eight
affecting Honolulu — forcing
travelers to competing alrllnes
and jostling schedules for thou-
sands of Hawaii residents and
vacationers.

Meanwhile,
local North-
west workers
began worry-
ing about the
possibility of
layoffs with-
out pay after
the airline
said non-strik-
ing employees
would be

Inside

Northwest,
union say
tatks are pro-
gressing.

A See story,
Page B8

expected to report for work, but
could be laid off temporarily
once a strike started and they
were not needed.

The airline has nearly 800
workers based in Hawali who
could be affected, putting pres-
sure on families and threaten-
ing a further drain on the
state’'s economy,

Northwest analysts estimate
that a strike could cost the U.S,
economy $70 million a day. In
Hawail, state economists are
bracing for a worst-case sce-
nario that anticipates a loss of
$2.5 million a day. Any loss of
vigitors could shake the state's
already fragile economy, busi-
ness leaders have said, a predic-
tion made more serious by the
state's projected loss of $3.8 mil-
lion a day in visitor spending.

As rumors circulated yester-
day that a settlement might be
near, Northwest followed
through with flight cancella-
tions intended to reposition
planes and crews at home
bases in the event of a strike.

Even if the airline's 6,000
pilots reach a deal with man-
agement before the deadline of
6:01 p.m. tomorrow, Hawaii
time, the flights will not be
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" A'state alréady in dire straits
financially must decide how to
settle ceded-lands claims —
which-some say could reach $1.2
. billion — to native Hawaiians

- :BY ALAN MATSU(% ’

Star-Bulletin

g3~ T SEEMS in retrospect an act of
> consc'ienc_e_. as much as a judicial de-
g termination. Judge Daniel Glen
i Heely was being asked by the Office
‘of Hawaiian Affairs to order the state to
give it morg of the money comihg from the
use of cedéd lands, The state, which had
cut back on welfare to maké ends meet,
was fighting back.
As temperatures outside the Circuit
Court building neared record highs, Heely
. generated political heat inside by granti-
. -ng OHA's motions. The state clearly had a
contract with native:Hawaiians, he de-
. tlared, and would be'held to'it.” -
¢ Hecited the federal government's apol-
1. 0gy for the illegal overthrow of the Hawai-
igian._k,mgqom, and invoked a state law al-
lowing him to.“contemplate and reside

. :with the life force,” and consider the alo- -
~Ja spirit — “the assence of relatipnships.
;-;;péﬁwhxcgl each person is important to -
P every lective ex:

o
tence.”
. “The eourt cannot conceive of a-more -
appropriaté. situation in. which'to attempt °

er person for collective exis-

to apply the coneepis set forth ‘in the Alo-
ha Spirit law,” he said, “than ruling on is-
suyes that are directly related to the better-
ment of the native Hawaiian people.”

With those ideals, in a July oral ruling

and a written order filed in October,Heely . -
sparked the latest controversy over the .
ceded lands, 1.8 million acres of property .-

in all four counties comprising about 43. '

202 224 4059

percent of the islands’ area. Na-
tive Hawaiians hailed the ruling
as “historic,” recognizing the le-
gitimacy of their legal claims to
the lands. _

“1 think for the first time in a
long, long time, someone has spo-
ken up for what is the truth,” said
OHA Trustee A. Frenchy DeSoto,
one of the agency's founders.

But the ideals soon met up with
reality, which to the Cayetano ad-
ministration meant estimates
that the cost to the state could ex-
ceed $1 billion.

And reaction to the ruling may
foreshadow a larger question.
What level of moral and legal
duty will taxpayers have for abo-
riginal claims? Already, some
worry that critical feelings about
the OHA payments could over-
flow and cause a rift between the
general public and native Hawai-
ian movement as a whole, no mat-
ter how just its cause.

“I think that's an issue that can
break the movement's back,
frankly,” said Dan Boylan, & po-
Jitical analyst and history profes-
sor at the University of Hawaii-
West Oahu. “There's got to be
some compromises in all of this,
bigones.”

“That kind of magnitude’

A dispute over the lands is
nothing new. Ceded to the United
States shortly after the 1893 over-
throw, they have deep sym_b_olic
meaning for native Hawaiians
and often have been protest sites.
Makua Beach is the latest exam-
ple, Kahoolawe probably the best
knrg}vn. o

01-13-97 07:31PM
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1ne state became trustee for
1.4 million acres in 1959, under
the A.dmission Act that made
Hawaii part of the Union. Most of
the rest are national parks or
used by the military. Sand Island,
Volicanoes National Park and
Wailua Golf Course on Kauai are
all part of the inventory. :

In 1978, voters approved broad
constitutional amendments to
create the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs and fund it with a share of
the money derived from the use
of ceded lands. In 1980, the Legis-
lqture set the share at 20 percent.
Since then, legal battles have en.
sued over what the percentage
covers.

In the latest case, OHA sought a
sl:xare of revenues from Hilo Hos-
pital and two state affordable-
housing agencies, the Hawaii
Hpusing Authority and Housing
Finance & Development Corp,
Rents, cafeteria sales and patient
fees (after Medicaid and

Medicare deductions) would be

asf:ssled.

also wanted to vastly expand

the way the share is appligd to
the airport’s duty-free conces-
sion, a prime source of Honolulu
Atrport operating funds, and
asked that interest on back pay-
ments to 1981 be included.

The Attorney General’s Office,
among other arguments, contend.
ed the state could not be sued,
and functions like hospitals are
sovereign and thus exempt from
assessment. Heely disagreed,
saying they often are private en-
terprises. The government ap-
pealed to the state Supreme
Court and expressed confidence
it would prevail.

But budget alarms were trig-
gered. Gov. Ben Cayetano imme-
diately disagreed with the ruling,
which at the time was estimated
to cost $120 million. He rapped
lawmakers for not passing an ad-

202 224 4059

ministration bill last session that
would have drastically cut the
OHA entitlement.

Then he huddled in San Fran-
cisco with the airlines, and on his
return invited newspapers to
hear an industry lawyer raise the
stakes to $1.2 billion — a stupning
figure for a state running on
about $3 billion in general-fund
operating revenues this year.

OHA accused Cayetano of
scare tactics, The agency had es-
timated the cost at $178 million
although Chairman Clayton Hee
said he had an audit going into
court that put the debt as high as
$700 million. No one has offered
a definitive bottom line, but the
Budget Department says the
higher numbers seem likely to
prevail.

“It would be safe to say you're
talking about several hundred
millions of dollars,” said Deputy
Director Neal Miyahira: “It's that
kind of magnitude.”

Meanwhile, the community
hospitals are even more direct
about the ruling’'s impact. “It
would break us,” said Health Di-
rector Lawrence Miike. Hilo is
one of only two hospitals in the
13-facility state system in the
black, and its profits help support
the others, he said. The system
still has a yearly deficit of about
$15 million, and state subsidies
have been cut under a measure
allowing it to run as a public cor-
poration. (;

“My question i, what business
can give up 20 percent of gross
revenues, no matter what it is,
and expect to survive in the long-
term here?” Miike asked.

Budget director Earl Anzai
warned in a court affidavit that
the rulings have lent “uncertain-
ty as to the soundness of the
state’s financial situation.” And
the bill is mounting: Using OHA's
low estimate, he said $78,442 in

interest is being added each day.

01-13-97 07:31PM
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‘Broken Promises’

The Governor’s Office frames
the issue as differences over in-
terpreting thé OHA entitlement
law. “The governor has to think
about what's best for the people
of the entire state, including
Hawaijans,” sald spokesperson
Kathleen Racuya-Markrich.

But others, like UH-Manoa
American Studies Professor
David Stannard, have a different
outlook. “Now we're talking real
money g0 all of a sudden it's not
just an abstract issue,” Stannard
said. “It’s a real dollars-and-cents
issue, and it does appear that the
governor is very strongly behind
the push to eéssentially dismantje
that provision.”"

Among other changes,
Cayetano wants to specify that
the law applies only to raw land,
and not land with improvements.
OHA Trustee Rowena Akana sees
an effort to create a “smoke
screen,” diverting attention from
the state’s irresponsible spend-
ing habits and inability to make
good on its obligations.

“What is the difference be-
tween the Cayetano administra.
tion and the federal government
and their treatment of the Ameri-
can Indians?” she said. “What is
the difference? Is this what
American justice is all about?”

Hee charges Cayetano js trying
to drive a wedge between OHA
and the general public and shift
part of the blame for the state's
budget problems onto the agency.
The chairman gaid he is con-
founded by the reaction: OHA
simply went to court to make the
state comply with the law, and
now is being cast as the “bad

202 224 4059

guys” for having justice prevail.
“It makes no sense to me,” he
said.

QHA has its share of critics in
the native Hawaiian community.
It received $210 million in pay-
ments from 1980 to 1995, and one
gripe is too little goes toward di-
rect benefits, But support for the
agency in this {ssue seems to be
broad. A State Capitol rally in
April to protest the proposed
changes to the entitlement law
drew a spectrum of leaders, T-
shirts and signs read, “Broken
Promises."

The common bond is a commit-
ment to the land itself, something
that “crosses all lines,” said
William Meheula, president of
the Native Hawaiian Bar Associ-
ation. Beyond the symbolic sig-
nificance, the ceded lands are
the economic focus of the native
Hawaiian movement, the poten-
tial Jand base of a sovereign body.
A frequent contention is the
lands were stalen and, from that
perspective, the state has been
getting a deal.

“Frankly, 20 percent is too
cheap,” said attorney Haydén
Aluli, who represented the
Makua defendants, “If Hawaiians
had control over their resources
and lands, we would be charging
the state rent, OK? And that's the

way it is, period.” d

01-13-97 07:31PM
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The American way

The stronger passions are fu-
eled by memories of the legacy of
Western contact. Like other in-
digenous peoples, native Hawai-
ians saw their population eaten
away by disease and their society
fragmented. Some see the im-
pacts of being alienated from the
land continuing today.

“Why do we have the highest
suicide rate among teen-agers?"”
asked UHM Hawaiian Studies
professor Lilikala Kame'eleihi-
wa. “Why do we have the lowest
life expectancy? Why are we
drinking and drugging ourselves
to death? Because we have no
home, we have no access to land.”

With the Euroshop glitter of
Waikikli, such feellngs can seem
remote. Indeed, others struggling
with the implications of Heely’s
ruling have-reached far different
conclusions. “I'm sorry for them,
that they feel they're culturally
condemned,” said one prominent
business leader. “But there's a
point where we have to say, look,
whatever happened before does-
n't matter.”

OHA has been making strong
overtures for talks, The governor
gaid he is willing to sit down, but
wants to wait until a lawsuit chal-
lenging the results of the latest
electjon is resolved.

Heely won't be here to see how
things work; he and his wife, who
is half Hawaiian, have since
moved to New York, making this
his tast major ruling in the is-
lands.

202 224 4059

But residents will be left to
wrestle with the issues he raised
in the case, and with the larger
question of what they ultimately
feel is due the native Hawaiian
people — a question some feel
must be answered soon.

“The American way is to act
fairly and responsibly and honor-
ably toward our native people
with regard to unresolved claims
that have festered over genera-
tions,” said Jon Van Dyke, a UH
conpstitutional law professor and
OHA legal adviger.

“It's been too long delayed. It's

time to address it.” %,

01-13-97 07:31PM
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'Pre-contact' The land had religious value for §
Hawailans, whose gods were nature gods.
“The Earth is mother and the gky is father,
Papa and Wakea,"” said Marion Kelly, a
University of Hawail-Manoa Ethnic Studies
professor. Chiefs managed the land and
granted use rights, but no one owned it.
“Does somebody own the wind, even though
you use it for power?” asked Linda Delaney,
a former staff member with the Offlca of
Hawaiian Affairs.

The monarchy: The Gonstutuﬁon of
1840, the Kingdom of Hawali's first
written censtitution, declares all the

. islands' lands belong fo the chiels and
people in common, with the king as
trustee, it is an attempt to préserve

" the traditional land systam, but con-
cesslons ara made to fofelgnera who
want to own land.

Incmasmg préssure
to change the land”’
* tenure system and
. allow fee ownership, ,
Kamehameha il In
1848 divides land
with 245 chiefs, After
the Mahele, or division, the king.
ends up with almast 2,5 million
gcres, tha chiefa 1.5 mittion, He then
divides hig lands into two portions — | n
some for the chiefs and psoplé (the 1 ed

202 224 4059

Government Lande) and the rest for
him (the King's Lands, later the
Crown Lands), Westemers stan buy-

ing.

Sugar, bueiness and

political interests

combine lo gver-

throw Liuokalani in

16893 and astablisha

provisional govem-

ment seeking annex-

atlon to the U.S. The U.S. Minister
" congpires and lands armed forces,

the basls for the federal apology

Presidant Clinton signs 100 years

later. A new Republic of Hawaii

takes the King's and Govemment

{ands -~ together called the public

" el Bn: ¥
Oongressln1898

passes a resolution

from Nevada U.8,

Rep. Francis

Newlands annaxing

HMawali, Pregident

McKinley slgns it,

The republic cedas tha publlc lands
to the U.S. ~~the reason they are.
called the ceded lands. The *
Newiands rezolution says revenues
from the lands not used by the mili-
taty will go solaly to benefit the
inhabitants of the islands.

§ Organic Act,
passed by Congrass in 1800,
establishes a terti- v
torial govemn-
ment, gives It
oontrol of tha
publlc lands,
and raaffims the
benelit purpose
stated In the Newlands
resolution, Lilluckalani sues in the
U.8. Court of Claims to recover the

L Crown Lands, but loses.

01-13-97 07:31PM
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GEG

in 1959 under the Admission Act,

Titie ta most of tha caded [ands ig
retumed.

The act i QYALUE RSV BAIOL) S
requires the 16 Y
state to hold " Rl X

the lands as
a public
trust, and
glves five
purpoees,
among them public schaals, larm
davelopment and “the batterment of
the conditlons of native Hawallans.”
Money goes to the schoals.

MRitling a renaigsance
of Hawailan culture and political
awareness, the 1978 Conslitutional
Convention propages an Qffice of
Hawatian AHaira, which would get a
share of the income and proceads
coming from the sale or other use of
the lands. Volers approve the
amendments. {n 1980, the slate
Legislature under Act 273 sets th
share at ——
20 per-
cent,
presum-
ably
because native Hawaiians ara ¢na of
five purpoees in the Admission Act.

A1063 sues to got

20 prcenl of a setilament the state

reached for an illagal sandmining
operation, and the next year sues o
get its share from harbara, Hanalulu
Airport and other uses of the lands.
The glata Supreme Court In 1687
says uncenainties in

the Jaw maks it

a political f‘ﬁ -.

question.

202 224 4059

Ty IMA randll :
Gov. John Waihee,
the state's first
native Hawaiian gov-
emor, commits him-
seif to settiing the
revenues istue. An -
agraement is T

reached with OHA. S~
The Lagialature in 1990 under Act
304 clarifies the law and sets upa
way to negotiats back paymesntz.
T:hree years later, a memorandum
signed by belh sides leads to OHA's
getting $134 milion. But the memo
does not cover “ssveral mattars”
OHA claims s due.

get back payments from community
hospitals and state atfordgable houg-
ing, and to expand the way duty-frae
concession revenues ara calkeulaiad.

Prov’concée enues. Judge
Daniel Hesly grants OHA's motions
in July, Earfier, he alao blocked the
state’s atempt to soll abeut 2,000
acreg of the codad lands, OHA
makes strong overtures for tatks

with the atate, but none are forth- j
coming,

01-13-97 07:31PM PO31 #20
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By JoaN CoNRoOw /

S Peter Kama sees it,
Hawaiian homesteaders
have had it rough from
the start.

The very first homesteads were
hand-cleared by hopeful Molokai
residents in 1921, said Xama, wito
heads Hui Xakoo Aina Hoopula-
pula, a support group for those
still waiting for land. “All Hawai-
fan Homes did was bringin a
truck to pull out the stumps. And,
you know, of the 23 lots cleared,
only eight (lease awards) were is-
sued.”

In the 75 years since, home-
steaders haven’t had much luck
reversing that start, Fewer than
half of the 39,000 Hawaiians be-
ligved eligible for land have even
applied. Just 5,273 leases have
been awarded, and a third of them
ars notin use. And 13,000 Hawai-
ians are still waiting for land, 589
of them for more than 25 years.

That isn’t what Congress said it
intended when it enacted the
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act
of 1920. The legislation, prompted

partly by fears that the Hawaiian
race was fast disappearing, was
intended to get Hawaiians back
on their land, where they could be
self-sufficient and preserve their
native culture.

The major goals of the act,
which set aside about 203, 500
acres for homesteading by those
with 50 percent or mora Hawaiian
hlood, were protecting the land
trust, pmviding water to the lands
and helping Hawaiians build
farms,

But sugar planters had a differ-
ent objective, according to a 1991
report by the Hawaiian Advisory
Committee to the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights, While sup-
porting the act, they lobbied hard
to have the most valuable agricul-
tural lands exempted from the
homelands trust,

Corporate interests ultimately
prevailed, resulting in a trust that
“consisted largely of the worst
lands in the territory — remote,
inaccessible, arid and unsuxtable

PLEASE SEE ROUGH, A-8
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Still waiting.
Number of applicants. wait-
ing: for: Hawaian: home-.
lands since. 1988, " -

~ APPLICANTS |

1988 17,643

1989 18,768 -

1880 20,007

igat * - . ' 21,562

19928, . " © . . 29,558 .

108G 1 w7 e 24683

Jemd T L 28,023

.~ Gotne ooumedrﬁore than: enr.e,
bemmmrm waiting.for more
ﬂ‘m 006 type. of property;.

Sourcomspamanrot Hnwaﬂan
Home

PROBLEMS

# inside; Shoddy construction
and disputes over land use
and leases plague the pro-
gram. A-8

?R@MESES

8 Tomorrow: For the first

time, the Hawaiian home-
steads program has cash.
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FROM PAGE A-1

suitable for productive devel-
ment,” the report states.

Vuch of the best of what was left
ald be lost over the next 30

ars. Territorial governors acting
yond their authority transferred
578 acres to other public agen-
ss. And another 13,341 acres that
sren’t initially identified as part
the trust were sold.

Alack of cash

Although rich in marginal lands,
e trust has always been cash

sor. Until 1989, it was dependent
1outside leases to generate op-
-ating income. Despite a provi-
on in Hawaii's Constitution that
squires the state to administer
nd support the act, it contributes
ist 27 cents of each dollar it takes
yrun the Department of Hawai-
in Home Lands, “That's not pri-
rity at all,” said Alan Murakami,
n attorney with the Native
Iawaiian Legal Corp. “That's
ianging on by your fingernails.”

Inadequate funding is just one
-eason wihy so many haven't made
i onto the land. The program also
1as heen plagued by mismanage-
nent, prompting widespread alle-
N

A

gations of incompetence. fa-
voritism, bureaucratic bumbling
and political cronyism, Hawai-
ians, steadily losing confidence in
the state-appointed administra-
tors and commissioners who over-
saw the trust, began pressing for
major reform and redress for past
wrongs. “They had been treated so
shabbily that the native Hawaiian
rights movement was an out-
growth of it,” Murakami said.

It was in that politically charged
climate that then-Gov. John Wai-
hee and the state Legislature be-
gan looking at ways to resolve a
host of ¢claims against the trust.
Lawmakers passed the landmark
Native Hawaiian Judicial Relief
Act in 1988, which gave beneficia-
ries a right to sue over past viola-
tions. And in 1993, lawmakers cre-
ated an independent review com-
mittee to handle some 4,300
claims by beneficiaries that pre-
dated the right to sue.

Back to negotiating table

Meanwhile, Waihee convened a
committee of his top administra-
tors to resolve claims regarding
state uses of trust lands. But when
the pane! proposed a $12 million

202 224 4059

FY

settlement and lawmakers began
pressing DHHL to sign a release
against any future claims or ac-
tions, homestead beneficiaries
sued. “The same crooks who took
our land were deciding how much
we should be paid,” Kama said.
The courts ordered the state to
return to the negotiating tabie,
this time with an independent
counsel to represent the benefi-
ciaries. Edward C. King, former
chief justice of the Federated
States of Micronesia, was chosen
for the job. The panel ultimately
identified lands valued at more
than $1 billion that apparently
were never brought into the trust,
or were allowed out illegally.
They arrived at a settlement of
8600 million, which lawmakers
last year agreed to pay atthe rate
of $30 million annually for 20
years. The present worth of such a
promise is about $310 million, be-
cause value is lost when the full
amount isn't immediately invest-

ed.

Still, King thinks it was fair give
en the raft of legal questions that
clouded some of the issues.

He is less comfortable with law-
makers' treating the $600 million
as final settlement of all violations

“?

V5
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against the trust during the state's
watch. “It's possible we didn't
identify all the claims.”

While the panel dealt with most,
if not all, of the solid land dis-
putes, he said, it never looked into
other questmnable lands or tack-
led such issues as improper water
use and the agency’s failure to use
all its appropriated funds.

But ifthe settlement statute is
challenged and any part found to
be void or illegal, King said, then
the statute says it would be void.

“And nobody's wanted to take that
ontheir heads.”

Has the tide turned?

Many Hawaiians are waiting to
see if the state will honor its latest
promise to pay, especially in these
tough economic times. Others, like
Hawaiian Homes Chairman Kali
Watson, think the tide of abuse
and neglect has turned.

Begides the $600 million settle-
ment, the state is transferring

202 224 4059

By KEvIN HAND, StarBulletiz

16,581 acres to the trust and Con-
gress has agreed to convey other
lands to compensate for 1,400
acres illegally taken or used by
the federal government. These ac-
tions will make the trust whole for
the first time in 76 years, Watson
said. “A lot of the frustrations,
anger and hostility of the Hawai-
jan people to the program are jus-
tified,” he said.

“But now we need to look at the

_.tremendous opportunities for this

program to move ahead.”

02-22-96 08:00PM
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Homelands
are the cradle
of a culture

What's lacking, some say,
is a sense of stewardship
among commissioners

By JoAN CONRO
Star-Bulletin

The homelands are generally
viewed as places for native
Hawaiians to farm and live.

But some think their value goes
beyond that.

“They are an important foun-
dational block for Hawaiian cul-
ture” and the 1and base of a sov-
ereign nation, said Hawailan
rights attorney Alan Murakami.
And that entails a level of stew-
ardship that some say has been
lacking.

They say Hawaiian Homes
commissioners focus too narrow-
ly on building houses, with little
thought to a broader manage-
ment plan that protects the diver-
sity of the trust's varied lands.

aprotecting natural and cultur-
al resources should be one of
their prime directives,” said Ka-
maki Kanahele, president of the
State Council of Hawaiian Home-
stead Associations.

Hawaiian Homes Chairman
Kali Watson said the agency has
no plans to change its approach.

And he is clear that commission-
ers alone should decide how
homelands are managed, even
concerning endangered species.

] agree that Hawaiians should
not be destroying their heritage,”
Watson said. “But it should be
our decision about what we want
to do there. We still feel the state
cannot pass any legistation that
places an encumberance on our
lands, without the consent of
Congress.”

Watson hasn't shaken his
stance that the agency is exempt
from state endangered species
laws, despite a recent opinion
from state Attorney General
Margery Bronster to the contrary.
The issue surfaced when federal
botanists disclosed that a einder
mining venture on & Blg Island
homestead leased to state Sen.
Malama Solomon’s mother would
destroy much of what was leftofa
rare plant species.

Mike Buck, who runs the state
Division of Forestry and wildlife,
thinks such showdowns can be
avoided. Land exchanges, which
Watson supports, are one way.

_ ButBucksaid he thinks there are

ways “to put people on the land
and still protect resources and
enhance reyenues a_nd hgbitat."
That might include reforesting
Big Island pastures with native
trees, he said, or expanding a
Maui program where homestead.
ers are settling remote, undevel-
oped lots undera plan to restore
the Kahikinui forest reserve.
Buck noted that other home-
steaders, especially on Molokai,
are managing hunting areas pre-
viously run by bis agency. He ap-
plauds the shift. “Who better to
manage native Hawaiian re-
sources than Hawailans?"
Watson said he also welcomes
that kind of homesteader jnitia-
tive in caring for the land. “I'm
open to any kind of suggestion
that will move the program
along.”

202 224 4059
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Do businesses

get red carpet
treatment?

Yes, say Hawaiians who
feel they're treated like
second-class citizens

BY Rob TrOMPSON
Big Island corresponden

HILO — The picture is clearto
Patrick Kahawaiolaa: Aslong as
Hawaiians don’t have homes, no
one should get commercial leases
on Hawailan homelands.

Kahawaiolaa has led opposi-
tion to the development of Wa-
iakea Center, an 18-acre project
featuring a Wal-Mart on Hawai-
ian homelands in Hilo.

A resident on his mother's
lease land, Kahawaiolaa says the
department has insulted his fam-
ily members trying to get land.
“How many others have they
done this to?” he asked.

He says commercial lessees,
mostly non-Hawaiians, get the
red carpet treatment. “Their pur-
pose is to get our land to make
sure other people use it,” he said.

Hawalian Homes Chairman
Kali Watson said such commer-
cial leases are needed to gener-
ate money to put beneficiaries
into homes.

Two Big Island projects alone
will bring in $2 million per year,
he said. The Waiakea lease will
generate $850,000 and a 80-maga-
watt energy plant by Waimana
Enterprises at Kawaihae would
pay $1.2 million yearly.

202 224 4059

74,2

““Both are headed by part-
Hawailans, a point which carries
no weight with Kahawaiolaa.

Other leases produce up to $5
million a year, Watson said. Tt;at
can be used to get $18 million in
bond money, enough for roads,
sewer and water lines for 500
homes a year.

“That's why it's so important to
do these high-income general
leases, because we can get (finan-
cial) leverage to move the pro-
gram along,” Watson said, noting
that just 2.5 percent of all home-
stead land have such leases.

Kahawaiolaa said the depart-
ment should just put homes on
the 18-acre Waiakea site.

Make the Legislature kick in
money, he said. _

Kau'ilani Almelda, program di-
rector for the Panaewa communi-
ty association near the Waiakea
Center, also opposes it, But the
community decided to accept re-
ality and the first-time-ever pay-
ment by a commercial lessor of
$100,000 a year into a community
nonprofit organization, she sa{d.

The developer is also commit-
ted in writing to training Hawai-
ians and giving them the first
shot at jobs in the center.

Her real preference: to end
commercial leases and have
homesteaders pay property taxes
to the department instead of to
the counties,

The Waimana power plant alsg
faces opposition. Josephine Tani-
moto, oné of three beneficiaries
who sued the department, de-
manding that Waimana do an en-
vironmental study, said the site
for the plant was used by Kame-

hameha and contains burial
grounds,

Four families living t}}ere are
being forced out, she said,

02-22-96 08:00PM
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0 battle over
shoddy
Hawaiian
Homes con-
struction i more vivid
— ortragic —than the
18-year fight that ended
in the death of Hilbert
“Kahale” Smith.

But Smith, who
torched his decrepit
Kauai home during a
Jan. 18 eviction for
delinquent lease pay-
ments, is just one of
many Hawaiians who
spent years waiting,
only to be awarded a
new house in need of
major repairs.

Henry Smith got a
home in the same Ana-
hola subdivision as his
brother, and spent
nearly two decades
fighting over repairs
before he was evicted
last October.

Their neighbor, John
“Butch” Kekahu, is still
wrangling with the de-
partment to have his .
mortgage forgiven in
lieu of repairs never
made. He said he's kept
up the struggle because
“they're still doing the
same mistakes today.”

On the Big Island,
pastor Henry Kahale-
hili looks back on three
years of fighting the de-

community spokesman Kepa Maly.

The following year, termites were found.
Finally the Legislature ordered Hawaiian
Homes to spend $3 million on repairs. But
the department used $1 million of that for le
gal fees to fight the homeowners, Maly said.

What most irks Smith, Kekahu and Kahale
hili is that they didn't get the perfect new
houses they paid for. Kahalehili said his
stove, which doesn’t meet contract specifica
tions, is falling apart after just fouryears.

Watson said DHIIL has taken steps to en-
sure that “there should never he another
Panaewa,” including inspecting all construc

community spokesman Kepa Maly,

‘The following year, termites were found.
Finally the Legislature ordered Hawaiian
Homes to spend $3 million on repairs. But
the department used $1 million of that for le-
gal fees to fight the homeowners, Maly said.

_What most irks Smith, Kekahu and Kahale-
hili is that they didn't get the perfect new
houses th_ey paid for, Kahalehili said hjs
stove, which doesn't meet contract specifica-
tions, is falling apart after just four years.

Watson said DHHL has taken steps to en-
sure that “there ghould neverbe another
Panaewa,” including inspecting all construc-

1 partment, trying to get it to fix brand new, but
substandard, termite-ealen homes inthe
Panaewa area of Hilo, “We've caughtthem in

so many lies,” he said.

Hawaiian Homes Chairman Kali Watson
said most of the shoddy homes were builtin |
the early 1970s. That was followed by a near-
ly 20-year hiatus before the depariment re-
entered the homebuilding business in 1991
with 50 houses in Panaewa.

But almost no eligible Hawaiians could af-
ford the houses, which cost $63,000 to
$74,000. The department had to go through
850 applicants to find 50 who qualified, said

202 224 4059 02-22-96 08:00PM
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tion jobs twice weekly
and imposing strict
procedures for contract
negotiations and man-
agement. He points to
the new 271-home
Princess Kahanu Es-
tates subdivision in Lu-
alualei on Oahu as an
example of the depart-
merit's ability to com-
plete a quality project.

“It's beautiful, mar-
velous, but they had to
go through 4,500 names
to get enough people fi-
nancially qualified,”
said Peter Kama, presi-
dent of a support group
for those on the waiting
list. “So the already
successful are getting
good houses, but those
who need to be rehabil-
itated are still not on
the land.”

Maly said the de-
partment shouldn't try
to build houses for
Hawaiians. “Give peo-
ple access to self-help.”

That's what's hap-
pening on Kauai,
where the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs ap-
proved a $1.7 million
interest-free loan to
help Habitat for Hu-
manity build 100 homes
in Anahola. Sabra Kau-
ka, who serves on Habi-
tat’s board of directlors.

thinks the concept suits depressed, rural ar-
eas where homesteaders often have more
-1ime than money.

Butnotall homesteaders are prepared lo
pick up a hammer. A recent survey showed
34 percent of applicants expect the agency to
build them houses. The survey also showed
that many lessees expect DHHL to enforce
community rules, fix plumbing, clean up fall-
en branches and fulfill other duties of' a
property manager, a role the agency isn't set
up to play. -

_ Watson said he is working to resolve those
issues.

202 224 4059 02-22-96 08:00PM
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Gentle, steady protest led
to a ;ﬁ,w av of thinking

When Kaniho investigated,

Sonny Kaniho Yo g! the department told him no

about a re-examination
of non-Hawaiian leasing

By Rop THOMPSON
Big Island correspondent

WAIMEA, Hawaii — There
was a time when Hawaiians
just laughed at the thought of
the Department of Hawaiian
Home Lands doing something
forthem.

But that has changed, in
large measure due to a gentle
Big Island protester, Sonny
Kaniho.

For more than two decades,
Kaniho, 73, of Waimea, has put
his cattle on Hawaiian Homes
agricultural land leased to non-
Hawaiians such as Parker
Ranch. His protests led toare-
examination of the non-Hawai-
ian leasing, which the depart-
ment now plans to abandon,
Chairman Kali Watson says.

“Idon't know anyone else
who should be given credjt for

waiting list existed. Kaniho
found it printed on the front
page of a 1952 newspaper. The
department finally reinstated it
in 1983,

In 1974, Kaniho began his
trademark protests now num-
bering close to a dozen, He tres-
passed by putting a few head of
his own cattle on land leased to

Parker Ranch,

He had no bad feelings about
the ranch. In fact, he praised
the ranch for helping his grand-
parents stay on their land in
territorial days when Hawalian
Homes tried to kick them off.

But not everyone was so
lucky, and he felt someone had
to speak up. “If we don't
demonstrate, it means we are
happy waiting.” Kimura said
Kaniho turned to protesting
only after trying to get govern-
ment officials to listen and sift-

ing through reams of docu-
ments.

“He must have gone through

‘housands of pages. unlike .,
some who make a lot of noise,

taking the lead.” said retired Kimura said.

judge Shunichi Kimura, who
handled many of Kaniho's tres-
passing cases, “He made that
very just cause very public.”
Upon retiring from the Air
Force as a sergeant in 1965,
Kaniho returned to Hawaii and

Kaniho did break the law.

But he was always civil in his
manner and made no complaint
when sentenced, Kimura said.
“He never alibied; he never
whined."

And he never stopped. As re-

found himself talking with el- : t-
h =, cently as Dee, § Kaniho put ea
derly Hawailans waitingtore- . 55 57,000-acre tract on the

ceive Hawaiian Homes leases. _.
: de of Mauna Kea leased toa
They had put their nameson ' u g 2
a waiting list in 1952, More than non-Hawaiian. Kaniho was

adecade later, they were still rested but not charged.
waiting, When they described

it, they weren't mad; they just

laughed.

202 224 4059 02-22-96 08:00PM
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Supreme G

From staff ond wire repo

The Native Hawalian Legal Corp.
has applauded a U.S. Supreme Court
decision to let stand a state court
Fuling bepefiting a group of Hawalian
homestead applicants.

«“We're extremely pleased because
justice has frequently eluded the ben-
eficiaries in the past” gaid attorney
Paul N. Lucas, who represents Big
Island applicants who want to lease
large plots of homestead land for
commercial ranching.

The justices, without commernt, yes
terday rejected the state attorney
generals appeal of a March Hawaii
Supreme Court ruling.

The state’s high court had ruled

rt decisior: on

theo the Hawaiian Homes Commission
violated the due process rights of the
gelf-named Aged Hawdiians group be-
cause it “failed to adequately consider
their members’ acknowledged desire
for land sufficient to engage in com-
marcial ranching.”

Lucas said the Aged Hawaijans
were not allowed to present their
plans to the commission before it
decided to igsue pastoral lots ranging
from 10 to 200 acres.

He told the court they were entitled
to a hearing before the commission,
the governing board of the Depart-
ment of Hawaiian Home Lands.

State officials said the state court
ugffectively granted every native Ha-
waiian the right to 4 federally man-
dated evidentiary trial” before state

Hawaiian homesteads praised

officiais may grant homestead leases.
The state also challenged giving

Jerge Jots to a few applicants because
it would limit the land available for
other beneficiaries.

Lucas said it was “a shame that the
gtate attorney general's office spent
taxpayers dollars to pursue such a
dubious appeal.”

Congress in 1921 established the
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, a
homesteading program for native Ha-
waiians that has been state-run since
Hawail became the 50th state in 1060.

There are some 200,000 acres of
so-called Home Lands that are to be
made available under the program,
however. The state DHHL has award-
ed only about 38,000 acres to native
Hawaiians so far,

Nearly 12,000 native Hawaiians re-
main on waiting lista for land even
though state officials have leased
thousands of acres to non-Hawaiians
to raise capital for the homestead
program.

There are three categories of home-
stead .awards — agricultural, pastoral
and residential,

The dispute concerns “pastoral lots”
awarded to ranchers.

The lands at issue are Jocated in the
Waimea district on the Big Island and
at Nienie, Puukapu, Kamoku and Ka-
pulena.

The Aged Hawalians sued in 1889
over the commission’s refusal to
award them enough acres to make
commercial ranching economically
viable.
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Health officials
want to reclassify
Hansen’s disease

But the switch may send
a wrong message, critics sa

BYMARY ADAMS
Star-Bullgfin

Some people in the state Hansen's
disease program are balking at a De-
partment of Health plan to move them
from the Communicable Digease Divyj.
sion to the Developmentally Disabled
Division.

Bernard Punikaia told department
officials that the classification may be
seen as “another layer of potentia] dis-
crimination and mayhe 3 wrong mes-
sage.”

He and others questioned health offi-
cials yesterday in a meeting at Hale

"Mohalu hospital for

leprosy.. patients .4n -

Honolulu, Similar
concerns were
rajsed at a meeting
last week in Kalau-
papa, the Molokai
settlement that is

home to about 70 pa- |

tients.

“For many years
we had to struggle
against being ]a-
beled lepers,” Punij-
kaia said. “One thing
» We were mentally

Bernard
Punikaia

that was said ..
unbalanced.”
The Developmentally Disabled Divi-

sion administers Waimano Home and .

other care programs for mentally re-
tarded people, as well as programs for
people who have been severely crippled
by diseases such as cerebral palsy or
injuries such as spinal trauma.

The switch in divisions will not
change the facilities where the Iong-
time Hansen's disease patients are guar-
anteed care, said Dr. Richard Vogt,
chief of Communicable Diseases Divi-
sion.

Stanley C. Yee, chief of the Develop-
mentally Disabled Division, said that
new titles will be created for the
Dranches. He said the switch is being
made “because of our focus, we are one
of the few divisions actually working
closely with (afflicted) people.” The divi-
sion has experience operating institu-
tional services such 83 Waimano Home,

“Our pecple have also had discrimina-
tion,” Yee told the patients. “They have
been called imbeciles,” morons and
shunted away to the back wards. We've
got similar battles.”

Vogt sald .the reconstruction of the
Health Department reflects the state
government budget crisis. The depart-
ment has already lost 400 positions.
Eight positions were cut from; the Han-
sen’'s disease program, which is largely
federally funded.

“For you this i3 jobs, but it deals with
our lives,” said Makia Malo. “It's always
heen that way. The Health Department
makes a policy statement that affects
patients. ‘You're wards ... s0 behave
like wards,’ is the implication when
patients are not consulted.”

Punilaia said patients have faced so
many upheavals in the administration
of their living conditions that *it stirs up
our inner feelingd when anything
changes the status quo.”

The two men are among about 75
remaining patients in Hawail who con-
tracted the disease before medication
was developed to control it.

The state Legislature passed laws
guaranteeing free care and regidency at
Kalaupapa for life for those historical

» patients.
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who had lost hope that thig
approval of & ' a
bill expecte :

By Christopher Nei state Department of Hawaijan
Ads:vertiser StaoffPWriter il Home Lands, said: “It iz a
great moment for the Native

The U.S. Housge yesterday Hawaiian people that the feder~
followed the Senate's lead ang al government, through con-

voted to compensgate Native gressional action, has
Hawaiians for land illegally recognized that a wrong was
seized more than 60 years 280.  committed in the past.”

The House bill sets up a PI"  There are deep historical
cess for compensating Native roots behind the wrong that
Hawaiians for about 1,400 acres

. the House legislation is de-
T Most of it at Lualualel - signed to get rigght. Congress in
1921 passed the Hawaiian
illegally transferred between Homes Commission Act, setting
1821 and 1959, aside 203,000 acres for Native
It requires the interior secre ' Hawailans = people with 50
tary to set a price for the lang percent or more Hawaiian :
within a year after the legisla- - blood. -

tion becomes law ang also esti The fedefal law creating the
mate the income lost while the commisgion said powers of the
property was in military con~ -

trol. itori
overnor and territorial land
Land of equal valye — ey~ sommissioner did not extend to
cluding income-producing Jand, Hawaiian homelands except un-
state parkland and ceded lands  ger a leasing arrangement.

- Wwould then be turned over vertheless, about 30,000 of
to the Department of Hawaiian thi: acres were transferred to'
Home Lands ag compensation, the federal government by tere
The House voted 892-10 on ritorial governors between 1921
the bill, modeled after legisla~ and statehood in 1959, when
tion authored by Sen. Danie] the Hawalian Homes program
:Al_:aka. D-Hawaii, and Passed  pecame a state responsibility.
Dy the Senate on Aug, 14. In 1984, then-Gov. George
: ‘ Arlyoshi ordered most of the
A jubilant Akaka said the land returned to the Depart-
value of the 1,400 acres and ment of Hawaiian Home Landg.
the lost income will exceed $§75  But 1,356 acres at Lualualei,
million and added he expectg now used by the Navy for mu-
President nitions storage and a communi=
Clinton to cations station, remained in
gign the bill federal hands.
in the next
two weeks.
“The over-
whelming
Hougse
vote...ig g3
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Some native Hawaiians sa
Inouye hasn’t helped much

By KIM MURAKAWA
Stor-Bulletin

While many native American Indi-
ans revere US. Sen. Dauiel K.
tnouye, some of the aative Hawalians
he represents don't trust him.

Native Americans praise Inouye
for securing more federal tunding
for American Indian health and edu-
cation programs than any other legis-
Jator who has led the Senate Indian
Atfairs Committee. Some native Ha-
wailans say only in the last decade
has Inouye begun to pay atteation to
their needs.

“Where has he heen?® said Kamaki
Kanahele, chatrman of the Stale
Council of Hawaiian Homeetead As-
sociations. Kanahele gaid that’s the
question Hawai-
fans have asked
about Inouye's 3N
first 27 years in
Congress.

Inouye defend-
ed his work (n a
recent interview,
saying he's taken
much criticism
{rom those out-
tide the state for
the millions in
federal dollars di-
rected toward na-
tive Hawatian health, education and
cultaral programs over the years.

*] would like to believe I've done
fust as much for native Hawailans, it
not more,” Inouys said.

Some savereignty leaders remain

wary.

“Take a look at the statistics ...
You're going to b very shocked to
find that hundreds of millions of
dollars have come into this state for
Hawatians . . . but it has not changed
the condition of Hawaiians® said
Mililani Trask, governor of Ka Lahul
Hawali. Although funding has come
to’he state, it fraws only to a few

Hawailans by the seaator's design,
Trask said.

Inouye maintains that he has done
his part for native Hawaiians, who
make up 13 percent to 19 percent of
his 1.1 million constituedts.

“Sg, are they blaming me?" he said.
“You know the money comes in, (but)
somehody else administers the mon-
ey, not me.”

Rolf Nordahl, former press sec-
retary tor the self-proclaimed Nation
of Hawaii, said statistics still show
native Hawaifans at the bottom ol.
every socioeconomic indlcator.

“What can Sen. Inouye take credit
for?” Nordahl said.

Kanahele said Inouye's image
among some native Hawailans has
begun to improve {n the last 10 years,
He cites the senator’s efforts in last
year’s return of Kahoolawe to the
state, his channeling of federal dol-
lars to native Hawatian programs
and his abllity to focus congressional
attention on the issue of Hawiiian
homelands.

“Thege things take 2 while,” Inouye
said. *It took me a whiie to become
chairman of a committee.”

In the flve years Inouye served as
chairman of the Indian affairs cotye
mittee, he quickly won the respect of
many native American Indians.

“l think that Indian people feel
that Sen. Inouye respects them, and
the respect that they feel from him
then is returned to him,” sald James
K. Kawahars, a staff attorney with
the Washington, D.C., office of the
Native American Rights Fund, a non-
profit legal group.

Last February, [nouye received 3 -
standing ovation at a meeting of the
Nattonal Congress of American Indi-
ans, Kawahara said. :

Bill Tiger, president of the Intertri-
bal Couneil of Hawail, said:

s g e
right @ WIY e
hundred years.">
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UHers ride
a Rainbow
on campus

The shuttle service, paid
for by parking fees, is
a bright spot at Manoa

BY PAT OMANDAM
Star-Bulletin

growing number of Univer-
gity of Hawail students say
there is a bright spot in the

university's dark fiscal
times: the Rainbow Shuttle.
“Finally, something the university

* really needs, they get,” UH senior

Floyd Casem maid.

“It's pretty good," said Jofrey Rulz,
a UH sophomore. *It's convenlent
The buses are usually on limeand it's
free. You just get in”

Since Aug. 31, tive *Rainbow Shut-
tles” have been moving students,
faculty, staff and visitors around the
Manoa campus for free — and with-
out taking precious funds from im-
portant programs like the UH librar-
1es.

The shuttles also transport stu-
dents and faculty from dormitories
and UH housing to campus. Part of
UH's long-tange plan to eliminate all
vehicles, including mopeds, from the
upper cunpus, the shuttle program Is
being funded by parking revenue,
said Darryl Nohart, mansger of UH
Parking and Transportation Servie-
es

“Parking operations are seif-
sustaining,® Nohara suid. "So we get
no general funds and no state funds.
Qur revenues come from parking
permits, daily parking fees and cita
tions.”

The university recently signed a
tive-year renewabls contract with B

N shutte bus service. Menday through
8 Erday (rom 7.00 a.m. fo 5:00 p.m.
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Noa Tours to provide shuttle service
for the academic year, The contract,
which calls for E Noa to provide {ive
buses, cost $300,000 this year.

With the service starting as the
university grapples with a §27.8 mil-
lion budget cut this year, Nohara sald
some people may get the wrong
Impression.

“You have people that don't under-
stand where the money is coming
from and they {eel like priorities are
a little screwed up at the university
at this time,” Nohara sald.

The transportation office issues
about 2,000 moped parking and 2,100
automobile parking permits esch se-
mester. It also imposes a $3 daily fee
for ail visitors parking on campus or
in its 500-stall parking structure. The
office also collects parking revenue
from activities at the UH Special
Kvents Arena.

Nchara expects the office to col-
lect $3.5 million in revenue this year.

“Because of the shortage of park-
ing on campus, we like to feel that we
use the mooey (collected) to subsidize
alternative means of transportation
to discourage pecple to bring their
vehicles on campus,” he zaid. ‘

Finally, something the
university really needs,
'they get.

UH senior Floyd Casemt
AdA

Casem, 23, & Wahiawa resident,
said ‘he would have welcomed the
service years ago. [n past years, the
computer science major drove into
town and parked near the Varsity
Theaters. There, he would unload his
bicycle and ride to classes. -

Nowadays, instead of riding his
bicyele on campus, Casern leaves it at
the nearest dorm and takes the shut-
tle to get around carupus.

“I use it everywhere. My classes are
far from each other,” he said,

Rufz, who lives in Hale Aloha Le-
hua Tower dorm, said more and
more students are discovering the
airconditioned buses, ‘It's a Jot bet.
ter than walking in this hot weather.”




