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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE AND AKAKA ANNOUNCE HAWAII’S STUDENT DELEGATES 
TO THE 44™ ANNUAL UNITED STATES SENATE YOUTH PROGRAM

Wednesday, January 4, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senators Daniel K. Inouye and Daniel K. Akaka today 
announced the appointments of Evan Alicuben and Jaquelyn Lautaha as Hawaii’s 
delegates to the 44th Annual United States Senate Youth Program in Washington, 
D.C. They will participate in an intensive week-long study of the U.S. government 
and, in particular, the U.S. Senate.

Evan Alicuben, a resident of Hilo, is Student Body President at Waiakea High 
School. He is the School Community Council Chairman, a Key Club Director, a 
Student Advisory Board Member, and a Waiakea High School Foundation Director. 
His community service and awards include: Youth Civic Action Group Coordinator, 
Relay for Life Group Coordinator, Key Club Outstanding Member, National 
History Day State Finalist, and Intern with the Office of the Hawaii County 
Prosecuting Attorney. His future plans include college and a career in medicine.

Jaquelyn Lautaha, who resides in Laie, is Student Body President at Kahuku High 
and Intermediate School. Her leadership roles also include: Cheerfest and Songfest 
Chairwoman, Homecoming Chairwoman, and Policy Debate Captain. Her 
community service and awards include: Kahuku Hospital Volunteer, Voter Precinct 
Official, Young Women Service Volunteer, National History Day National Finalist, 
We the People National Finalist, and Principal’s List and Honor Roll. Her plans 
include college and law school.
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Selected as alternates to the 2006 program were two students from Honolulu, Kelly 
Aldinger of Punahou School and Francis Choe of St. Louis School.

Senator Inouye said: “Evan and Jaquelyn are two outstanding students who will 
represent Hawaii very well. Senator Akaka and I are very pleased that they will be 
participating in this special program, which begins on March 4, 2005. This will be 
an invaluable experience for them, and it will deepen their understanding of how the 
Senate and the federal government works.

The United States Senate Youth Program is funded by the William Randolph Hearst 
Foundation. Each of the 104 delegates will receive a $5,000 college scholarship. All 
transportation, meals, and accommodations are also provided. No government 
funds are used for the program.

-30-
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

Contact: Alexis Lum, (808) 541-2542

INOUYE ANNOUNCES NOMINEES 
TO THE UNITED STATES SERVICE ACADEMIES

MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced today his 
nominations to the United States service academies for the class entering in July, 
2006. Nominees were selected on the basis of test scores, academic records, letters 
of recommendation, extracurricular activities, and personal interviews.

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY PRINCIPAL NOMINEE:

Laura Hudson of Waimea High School, daughter of 
Sandra Hudson.

Competitive Alternates:

Wesley Jahraus, home school, son of Robin and 
Timothy Jahraus.

Matthew Orvis, of Kealakehe High School, son of 
Lisa and Scott Orvis.

Daniel Tortuga of Punahou School, son of 
Eileen and Edgardo Tortuga.

-1-



01/09/2006 18:59 FAX -► PRESS A 0002/003

U.S. MILITARY ACADEMY PRINCIPAL NOMINEES:

Jason Mahuna of Kamehameha Hawaii Campus, 
son of Karin Mahuna and Calvert Mahuna.

Kelsey Kaneshiro of Punahou School, daughter of 
Barbara and Rodney Kaneshiro.

Competitive Alternates;

Gian Agni, University of Hawaii-Manoa, son of 
Carolina Agni.

Michael Eide of Damien Memorial School, son of 
Pok Cha and Kenneth Eide.

Reyn Mossman of Kapaa High School, son of
Yuki Mossman and Jay Mossman.

Frank Speetjens of Kauai High School, son of 
Melissa and John Speetjens.

Benny Tran of Damien Memorial School, son of 
Nga and Linh Tran.

U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY PRINCIPAL NOMINEE;

Carolyn Horiye of Sacred Hearts Academy, daughter of 
Rosalyn Docena and Gordon Horiye.

Competitive Alternates;

Weixin Matsuoka of New York University, daughter of 
V.V. Hsu and Takashi Matsuoka.

Talitha Richards of Sacred Hearts Academy, daughter of 
Sharalyn Richards and Jeff Richards.

Daniel Tortuga of Punahou School, son of 
Eileen and Edgardo Tortuga.
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U.S. MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY PRINCIPAL NOMINEES:

Benjamin Inouye of New Mexico Military Institute, 
son of Katherine and Gordon Inouye.

Sean Dunham of Punahou School, son of 
Elizabeth and David Dunham.

Michael Eide of Damien Memorial School, son of 
Pok Cha and Kenneth Eide.

Carolyn Horiye of Sacred Hearts Academy, daughter of 
Rosalyn Docena and Gordon Horiye.

Jason Mahuna of Kamehameha Hawaii Campus, 
son of Karin Mahuna and Calvert Mahuna.

Weixin Matsuoka of New York University, daughter of
V.V. Hsu and Takashi Matsuoka.

Reyn Mossman of Kapaa High School, son of
Yuki Mossman and Jay Mossman.

Talitha Richards of Sacred Hearts Academy, daughter of 
Sharalyn Richards and Jeff Richards.

Benny Tran of Damien Memorial School, son of 
Nga and Linh Tran.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE ANNOUNCES STATE TO RECEIVE
NEARLY $3 MILLION TO FLOODPROOF 

THE LOWER HAMAKUA DITCH

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced today that the State of 
Hawaii’s Department of Agriculture will receive nearly $3 million in federal funds to 
floodproof the Lower Hamakua Ditch on the Big Island.

“These federal funds are crucial for reinvigorating the infrastructure of the former sugar 
cane irrigation system, and for protecting the papaya, taro, asparagus, and coffee crops 
raised by Big Island farmers from flooding,” Senator Inouye said. “I am pleased that the 
State is contributing nearly $1 million to cover 25 percent of this important flood
prevention project, which will include a pipeline that will make emergency drinking water 
available when a drought occurs and provide a source of water to fight nearby fires.”

The federal funds for this project will come from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s pre-disaster mitigation grant program.

Senator Inouye has taken a leadership role in establishing the Lower Hamakua Ditch 
Watershed Project, and in securing federal funds for this initiative. When the Hamakua 
Sugar Co. closed in the early 1990s, its irrigation system fell into disrepair, and Hamakua 
growers experienced difficulty in getting water for their crops. Flooding also exacerbated 
the problems.

“Rehabilitating the century-old Hamakua Ditch system is necessary to ensure that 
diversified agriculture flourishes on the Big Island,” Senator Inouye said.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

STATEMENT BY U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE 
On the Nomination of The Honorable Samuel A. Alito, Jr., 

To Be an Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court

Thursday, January 26, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye today delivered the following 
statement on the floor of the U.S. Senate on the nomination of The Honorable 
Samuel A. Alito, Jr., to be an Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court:

“Mr. President, at this moment in our history, our country faces a spectrum of 
challenges broader than any we have ever faced before, both at home and abroad. 
However great the storm we face today, I am confident that our nation, founded on 
the architecture of our Constitution, will prevail. The checks and balances it 
establishes among Congress, President, and Courts are the true arsenal of freedom. 
In the end, these checks and balances, in the hands of the American people, will 
prove greater than any assault on the precious freedoms and liberties our 
forefathers fought to establish.

“For the officials of our federal government, the protection of the institutions of our 
American democracy is a duty that both transcends and supersedes all others - 
especially for members of our Supreme Court who must interpret the Constitution 
of our nation as a living foundation for the freedom and liberty of our people. From 
confiding the power of the federal government in three co-equal but separate 
branches of government, to guaranteeing the civil liberties that bless our nation, the 
Constitution enshrines principles that are as relevant today as they were when it was 
first penned, centuries ago.
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“These cherished principles are the backbone of our nation, and they comprise the 
final yardstick for taking the mettle of any man or woman who would aspire to our 
nation’s highest court. I have studied the full record of President Bush’s nominee, 
Samuel A. Alito, Jr., and carefully measured it against the sworn duties of the 
Supreme Court. Regretfully, I conclude that Judge Alito falls short.

“From his writings on the Third Circuit Court of Appeals to his public speeches, I 
discern a man who would fundamentally rewrite the interpretation of our 
Constitution and leave in doubt the legacy of freedom it was meant to preserve. For 
many, this will mean his record on civil rights, reproductive choice, or the death 
penalty. Let there be no mistake: I share these concerns, and I have spent my life 
fighting for these rights. For me, however, the greatest area of doubt lies in Judge 
Alito’s consistent preference for expanding the power of the President by relaxing 
the checks and balances the Constitution places on the Executive branch of 
government.

“In 1989 and 2000, Judge Alito gave speeches to the Federalist Society in which he 
embraced an obscure legal doctrine called the ‘unitary executive theory.’ This 
so-called ‘unitary executive theory’ places the President almost above the law. 
Under this theory, independent counsel appointed to investigate Presidential 
misdeeds would be unconstitutional. Similarly, the theory holds that enforcement 
agencies independent of the President, such as the Securities Exchange Commission, 
the Federal Communications Commission, and the National Labor Relations Board, 
would also be unconstitutional because they are not under the President’s control. 
The theory also justifies a President who would overstep Acts of Congress and the 
Constitution when acting as Commander in Chief.

“How Judge Alito might actually apply this ‘unitary executive theory’ on the 
Supreme Court is, of course, an open question. Separated by a span of 11 years, 
however, his own speeches in 1989 and 2000, suggest that Judge Alito’s views on the 
powers of the President are long-held and strong.

“A memo he generated early in his career with the Reagan Administration amplifies 
this impression. In that memo, Judge Alito wrote on a President’s authority to 
modify an Act of Congress by making a ‘signing statement’ - a written document 
issued by a President on signing an Act of Congress into law. In the memo, Judge 
Alito wrote, that ‘the President’s understanding of the bill should be just as 
important as that of Congress,’ This statement suggests that Judge Alito believes 
the President has a role in the legislative process not contemplated under the 
Constitution’s exclusive grant of legislative power to the Congress.
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“Judge Alito’s writings and speeches show how he personally believes that the 
Congress should have less power to check and balance the President. His judicial 
opinions, issued in his official capacity as a judge on the Third Circuit, demonstrate 
a parallel conviction that the Congress should have less authority in general.

“In United States v. Rybar, Judge Alito wrote a minority opinion asserting that the 
Congress had no authority to pass laws to regulate machine guns. The majority 
opinion criticized Judge Alito’s narrow and restrictive view of Congressional 
authority.

“In Chittister v. Department of Community and Economic Development, Judge 
Alito ruled that the Congress had no authority to allow State employees to sue for 
damages under the Family Medical Leave Act. Judge Alito’s restrictive view on 
Congress’s authority was later invalidated by the Supreme Court when it 
considered the same issue in a later case.

“Our Supreme Court shoulders the solemn task of discovering how the Constitution 
applies to the unique problems of the day. Through dialogue, study, and diligent 
inquiry, the Justices bring to bear the collected experiences of the nation, and forge 
justice from the Constitution by tempering its words with human compassion, 
wisdom, and integrity. Judge Alito’s record suggests that he holds his personal 
beliefs on expanding the President’s power so strongly that they might come before 
the call of justice. Accordingly, I have concluded that I must oppose his 
nomination.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE RESPONDS TO 
DEL MONTE’S CLOSURE ANNOUNCEMENT

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Washington, D.C. - “I was clearly disappointed when I learned of Del Monte’s 
announcement that it will cease its pineapple operations in Hawaii which began 
more than a century ago.

“We learned some valuable lessons from the painful closure of our sugar plantations 
- beginning with Hamakua’s announcement in 1992. As government leaders, we 
must support our workers and their families during this difficult time. I have called 
upon the City & County of Honolulu’s Oahu Workforce Investment Board which 
oversees Oahu’s allocation of Rural Development Program funding to set aside 
approximately $500,000 to assist Del Monte workers interested in pursuing new 
employment opportunities. The Rural Development Program is a statewide federal 
initiative I began many years ago to ensure that rural communities would have their 
own resources to pursue tailored job training/placement and economic development 
opportunities. I know that together we can make a positive impact in this regard.

“In addition, I remain hopeful that a majority of these fertile lands will remain in 
agriculture. I was encouraged to see the interest expressed, albeit preliminary, in 
keeping the lands in pineapple. As such, I have directed that the FY 2006 Rural 
Economic Transition Assistance II (RETA II) allocation of approximately 
$1.75 million be targeted toward keeping the lands in agricultural production and in 
supporting those workers with an interest in remaining in the field of agriculture.

“I look forward to working with the ILWU, the Oahu Workforce Investment Board, 
RETA II, and others to provide hope and new opportunities for our Del Monte 
workers and their families.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE’S STATEMENT 
ON THE QUADRENNIAL DEFENSE REVIEW

Friday, February 3, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — “The issue of basing an aircraft carrier in Hawaii was not 
addressed in the Quadrennial Defense Review, but it remains under consideration.

“The QDR notes that we now face challenges in a post-9/11 world marked by 
unpredictability and uncertainty, and that conflicts are no longer solely 
‘traditional.’ If circumstances change in the volatile Asia-Pacific region, the need to 
base a carrier in Hawaii will take on greater urgency.

“I will continue to advocate that we have an aircraft carrier group based in Hawaii. 
The United States faces many challenges in the Asia-Pacific region, and I remain 
convinced that having a carrier based in Hawaii will be crucial for our national 
security.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE’S STATEMENT
ON THE PRESIDENT’S FISCAL YEAR 2007 BUDGET PROPOSAL

Monday, February 6, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye, the Ranking Member of the 
Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, and six other key Members of 
Congress today received a classified briefing on the President’s proposed defense 
budget and related “supplemental expenses” for Fiscal Year 2007.

This briefing at the Pentagon was conducted by Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld. In attendance were the Chairman and Members of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, the Secretaries of the services, and other top officials.

“That briefing and the President’s delivery of all of his spending proposals to 
Members of Congress today marked the start of the budget process,” Senator 
Inouye said.

“At this stage, it would be premature and irresponsible for me to make any 
judgment on any aspect of the President’s budget. I will study his budget carefully, 
and I will look forward to learning the rationale for his budget proposals.

“1 was informed by staff that a preliminary check suggests that the President 
appears to be seeking disproportionate cuts in at least one area, health and human 
services. This would concern me; but, as I said, I am reserving judgment until I 
receive the President’s explanations, and understand the full implications of all of 
his proposals.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE HAILS DECISION BY THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 
TO SUPPORT THE AKAKA BILL

Monday, February 13, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye applauded the decision today by 
the American Bar Association to approve a resolution in support of the Akaka Bill.

“I am pleased that the finest legal minds in our nation have decided to be part of the 
effort to champion the Akaka Bill, and to advocate its passage by the United States 
Congress,” Senator Inouye said. “ABA support gives the Akaka Bill renewed vigor. 
The backing of the American Bar Association is further evidence that the legislation, 
which has bipartisan support, should be brought to the floor of the Senate for debate 
and an up or down vote.”

The report to the ABA’s House of Delegates recommending that it endorse the 
Akaka Bill states; “The ABA has played a leading role in addressing legal issues 
concerning America’s native and indigenous peoples. Current policy, however, does 
not adequately address the status of Native Hawaiians as indigenous people native to 
the United States. The purpose of this American Bar Association resolution is to 
support the extension of federal policies of self-determination and self-governance 
for America’s native and indigenous people to include Native Hawaiians. As used in 
this recommendation, self-determination and self-governance mean an authority 
similar to that which American Indian and Alaska native governments possess 
under the Constitution to govern and provide for the health, safety, and welfare of 
their members. The Recommendation does not seek to recognize a right of secession 
from the United States or to accord to Native Hawaiians any independent 
international status.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE INTRODUCES LEGISLATION TO ESTABLISH COMMISSION 
TO INVESTIGATE THE INTERNMENT OF LATIN AMERICANS 

OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY DURING WORLD WAR II

Thursday, February 16, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye today introduced legislation to 
create a commission that would determine the facts and circumstances related to the 
relocation, internment, and deportation of Latin Americans of Japanese descent 
during World War II, and during the post-war years in the late 1940s.

The panel would determine how the actions of the United States affected Latin 
Americans of Japanese descent. It would also recommend appropriate remedies.

“I introduced the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Latin 
Americans of Japanese Descent Act today in commemoration of February 19, 1942, 
the day that President Roosevelt signed a document that authorized the internment 
of about 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry,” Senator Inouye said. “Each year, 
on the anniversary of this date, the internment is remembered both for the pain it 
caused, and the lessons that can be learned. I am certain that these lessons can 
propel this great nation forward toward more equal justice for all.

“The story of U.S. citizens taken from their homes on the West Coast of the United 
States and confined in desolate camps under harsh conditions is a story that was 
made known after a fact-finding study by a Commission that Congress authorized in 
1980. That study was followed by a formal apology by President Reagan and a bill 
for reparations. Far less known, and indeed, I myself did not initially know, is the 
story of Latin Americans of Japanese descent taken from their homes in Latin
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America, stripped of their passports, brought to the United States, and interned in 
camps our government had set up.

‘‘This is a story about the U.S. government’s arm reaching across international 
borders, into a populous that did not pose an immediate threat to our nation, in 
order to use them, devoid of passports or any other proof of citizenship, for hostage 
exchange with Japan. Between the years 1941 and 1945, our government, with the 
help of Latin American officials, arbitrarily arrested persons of Japanese descent 
from streets, homes, and workplaces, and brought approximately 2,300 
undocumented persons to camp sites in the United States, where they were held 
under armed watch, then used for prisoner exchange. Those used in an exchange 
were sent to Japan, a foreign country that many had never set foot in.

“Despite their involuntary arrival, Latin American internees of Japanese descent 
were considered by the U.S, Immigration and Naturalization Service as illegal 
entrants. By the end of the war, many Japanese-Latin Americans had been sent to 
Japan. Those who were not used in a prisoner exchange were cast out into a new 
and English-speaking country, and subject to deportation proceedings. Some 
returned to Latin America, but some remained in the United States as their country 
of origin refused their re-entry because they were unable to present a passport.

“When I first learned of the wartime experiences of Japanese-Latin Americans, it 
seemed unfathomable. But it happened. It is a part of our national history, and it is 
a part of the living histories of the many families whose lives are forever tied to 
internment camps in our country.

“The outline of this story was sketched out in the report published by the 
Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, which was formed 
in 1980. This Commission had set out to learn about Japanese-Americans. When 
Commissioners neared the end of their investigations, they stumbled upon this 
extraordinary effort by the U.S. government to relocate, intern, and deport 
Japanese-Latin Americans. Because this finding surfaced late in their study, 
Commissioners were unable to fully uncover the facts, but found them significant 
enough to include in their published study, and to urge further investigation.

“By establishing a new Commission, I believe our great nation will be able to give 
finality to, and complete the account of federal actions to detain and intern civilians 
of Japanese ancestry.”

Page 2 of 2



02/16/2006 15:04 FAX -> PRESS A ©001/001

Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

BIG ISLAND AND MAUI TO RECEIVE $1.9 MILLION TRANSIT GRANT, 
SENATOR INOUYE ANNOUNCES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced today that a federal 
transportation grant totaling nearly $1.9 million has been awarded to the Big Island 
and Maui county governments for bus-related projects.

“This grant will be most helpful in increasing transit service, especially in rural 
areas of the Big Island and Maui, as well as providing more flexible service,” 
Senator Inouye said.

The County of Hawaii Mass Transportation Agency will bolster its service by using 
the federal funds to buy three paratransit vehicles for use in the Pahoa area, and to 
purchase spare bus parts.

The County of Maui Department of Transportation will use the grant to buy six 30- 
foot buses. The Department currently hires both Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc., 
and Roberts Tours and Transportation, Inc., to provide bus service.

Page 1 of 1



02/23/2006 12:00 FAX -> PRESS A 0001/001

Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE AND AKAKA ANNOUNCE DEDICATION OF THE COAST GUARD’S 
NEW 47 FOOT MOTOR LIFEBOAT AT MA’ALAEA HARBOR

Thursday, February 23, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

U.S. Senators Daniel K. Inouye and Daniel Akaka are pleased to announce that the U.S. 
Coast Guard will dedicate a new 47-foot Motor Lifeboat (MLB) at 10 a.m. tomorrow 
(February 24) at its Station Maui facility at Ma’alaea Harbor.

The $1-million boat is designed for high seas, surf and heavy weather environments. The 
boat is capable of being operated in 30-foot seas, 50-mile per hour winds, and can respond 
within a 50-mile radius of Ma’alaea Harbor. The 47-foot boat will replace the Coast 
Guard’s 24-foot rigid hull, inflatable Zodiac boat.

“Maui County is growing, and I’ve seen more boats out on the water, so I think the public 
is expecting more from the Coast Guard,” said Chief Petty Officer Rob Bushey, the 
Officer-in-Charge at Station Maui. “With the 47-footer here, we have greater reach, and 
can operate outside the Maui triangle when we have a distress call.”

Senator Inouye added: “I am pleased that the Coast Guard has made this investment to 
enhance its response posture to mariners in distress, and threats to the maritime domain 
along the shores of Maui. I will continue to work with the Coast Guard to ensure the 
security of our shores for the safety of our residents throughout the State of Hawaii.”

Senator Akaka said: “Making sure Hawaii's shores are protected is my key objective as a 
senior member of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee. The 
increased operating range of the new MLB greatly enhances the ability of the U.S. Coast 
Guard at Station Maui to respond quickly to situations - whether rescuing boaters or 
responding to and investigating potential terrorist threats.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

SQUADRON OF THE WORLD’S MOST ADVANCED STEALTH JET FIGHTER 
MAY SOON BE BASED AT HICKAM, INOUYE ANNOUNCES

Wednesday, March 1, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced today that the Air 
Force is close to officially selecting Hickam Air Force Base as the home for a 
squadron of the world’s most advanced stealth jet fighter: the F-22 Raptor.

“Basing the F-22s at Hickam is contingent on the successful completion and 
approval of all environmental studies required under the National Environmental 
Policy Act,” Senator Inouye said. “Air Force officials have made it clear to me that 
they definitely favor Hickam as an operational base for this new generation of high- 
tech jet fighters.

“Final approval of the environmental impact statement will allow a squadron of 18 
F-22 aircraft to be assigned to the Hawaii Air National Guard. The F-22s would 
replace the Guard’s aging F-15 Eagles.”

Senator Inouye added: “The F-22s will further ensure that the Hawaii Air National 
Guard will continue to have the best 21st-century military technology that our nation 
can offer.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

Contact: Mike Yuen 202-224-3934

STATEMENT BY U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE 
ON THE PASSING OF HIS WIFE, MAGGIE INOUYE

Monday, March 13, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — “I am saddened to report that my dear and lovely wife of nearly 
57 years, Margaret Awamura Inouye, passed away today at 4 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. She was 81, and her death 
was due to complications resulting from colon cancer.

“Maggie was recently hospitalized because an examination found small blood clots 
and some fluid in her right lung, and she had been undergoing a process of draining 
out the fluid and dissolving the blood clots.

“This most recent medical challenge came after Maggie underwent surgery in 
November 2004 to remove a cancerous growth from her large intestine. Her 
surgeons had pronounced that operation a success.

“As she has done throughout her life, Maggie handled her difficult situation without 
complaint, and with dignity and grace. Although her chemotherapy treatments 
would leave her drained, she always had a smile for you and she retained her 
optimistic outlook.
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“It was a most special blessing to have had Maggie in my life for 58 years. She was 
my inspiration, and all that I have accomplished could not have been done without 
her at my side. We were a team. She always supported me, listened to my ideas, 
and many times offered invaluable suggestions that always proved she was capable 
of achieving as much on her own right, given her intelligence and education. 
Instead, she chose to join me on a special journey that took us to Washington, and 
gave us the privilege of serving the people of Hawaii.

“On the campaign trail, she was invaluable. During my first race for the U.S. Senate 
in 1962, legislative work in the U.S. House permitted me to make only short trips 
back to Hawaii. I was facing a formidable opponent, the son of the wealthiest man 
in Hawaii. Both Time and Newsweek magazines didn’t think much of my chances of 
winning. But Maggie put some magic into my campaign. She returned to Hawaii 
that June, and spent seven days a week visiting every island and making hundreds of 
speeches on my behalf. When I finally did get back in October, my campaign 
manager met me at the airport and said, ‘We’re glad to have you, but Maggie’s been 
doing great.’ I won, and I won big. In my heart, I know that without her I could 
not have won that pivotal race that put me on the path to become a United States 
Senator.

“I first met Maggie in the autumn of 1947, a week before Thanksgiving, when we 
were introduced to each other. She was already known as a poised, graceful, 
articulate, and gentle lady from a good family who was very much ahead of her 
time. Back then, few women went to college. But Maggie not only earned her 
undergraduate degree in education from the University of Hawaii, she went on to 
earn a master’s in education from Columbia University in New York City. With her 
graduate degree, she returned home to Hawaii, and began her career as a speech 
instructor at UH.

“I, too, had returned home - from the war and from my injury rehabilitation 
regimen that I had undergone on the mainland. I was enrolled at the University of 
Hawaii, and was still trying to chart my future. However, I was certain of one thing 
almost immediately after I met Maggie: I was going to marry her. I don’t think the 
possibility of marriage had ever occurred to me before that moment, but afterward 
it never left my mind. Everything I had and wanted to have suddenly became 
absolutely meaningless unless Margaret Awamura would share it with me.

“On our second date on December 6, 1947, I asked her to marry me. Without 
hesitation, she said, ‘Yes.’ Her answer made me feel like I was in heaven. She was
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willing to have as her lifelong partner a man who at that time was nothing more 
than a combat veteran on the GI Bill whose future was still uncertain. Her 
numerous other suitors had much more to offer, as they were already professional 
men.

“During the 18 months before our marriage on June 12, 1949, we were an unusual 
couple on the UH campus. She was an instructor; I was an underclassman. Of 
course, it was Maggie’s salary as a teacher at the university that saw us through 
those first years of our marriage.

“In the early 1950s when I was studying at George Washington to earn my law 
degree, Maggie was the breadwinner, while I contributed what I received from my 
GI education benefits and my pension as a retired Army Captain. While I was in 
class, she was working at the Department of the Navy’s Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
first as a file clerk and soon she was promoted to administrative secretary.

When we returned to Hawaii, I went to work for the City and County of Honolulu 
as a Deputy Public Prosecutor, while Maggie returned to the University of Hawaii as 
an instructor in education. It was a position she would hold for six years.

“In 1964, five years after she left UH, Maggie gave birth to our son, Daniel K. 
Inouye, Jr. That was a most special day, perhaps because we became parents at a 
rather late stage in our lives.

“Kenny and I - as well as the people of Hawaii - were blessed to have had Maggie in 
our lives. She was a most special woman, and she will always be in my heart.”

In addition to Senator Inouye and Daniel K. Inouye, Jr., Mrs. Inouye is survived by 
five sisters, Edith Satow of Carmarillo, California; Grace Murakami of Honolulu; 
Betty Higashino of Orinda, California; Shirley Nozoe of Honolulu; and Patricia 
Tyler of Sudbury, Massachusetts. Funeral arrangements are pending.
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MARGARET AWAMURA INOUYE 
AT A GLANCE

Personal
Born on June 23, 1924, in Wailuku, Maui.
Married Daniel K. Inouye on June 12, 1949.
One son.

Education
Kaiulani School, Honolulu.
Central Intermediate School, Honolulu.
Roosevelt High School, Honolulu.
University of Hawaii at Manoa, bachelor’s in education, 1946.
Columbia University, New York, master of arts, 1947.

Career
Instructor in speech, University of Hawaii, 1947-50.
File clerk and later promoted to administrative secretary, Bureau of Yards 

and Docks, Department of the Navy, Washington, D.C., 1950-52.
Instructor in education, University of Hawaii, 1953-59.

Recent Honors
The Dan and Maggie Inouye Distinguished Chair in Democratic Ideals at the 

University of Hawaii.
In 2005, Maggie Inouye was selected as one of Roosevelt High School’s most 

distinguished alumni.
In 2003 at the Philadelphia Kvaerner Shipyard, she christened Matson’s new 

containership, MV Manukai.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

Contact: Mike Yuen 202-224-3934
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“It was a most special blessing to have had Maggie in my life for 58 years. She was 
my inspiration, and all that I have accomplished could not have been done without 
her at my side. We were a team. She always supported me, listened to my ideas, 
and many times offered invaluable suggestions that always proved she was capable 
of achieving as much on her own right, given her intelligence and education. 
Instead, she chose to join me on a special journey that took us to Washington, and 
gave us the privilege of serving the people of Hawaii.

“On the campaign trail, she was invaluable. During my first race for the U.S. Senate 
in 1962, legislative work in the U.S. House permitted me to make only short trips 
back to Hawaii. I was facing a formidable opponent, the son of the wealthiest man 
in Hawaii. Both Time and Newsweek magazines didn’t think much of my chances of 
winning. But Maggie put some magic into my campaign. She returned to Hawaii 
that June, and spent seven days a week visiting every island and making hundreds of 
speeches on my behalf. When I finally did get back in October, my campaign 
manager met me at the airport and said, ‘We’re glad to have you, but Maggie’s been 
doing great.’ I won, and I won big. In my heart, I know that without her I could 
not have won that pivotal race that put me on the path to become a United States 
Senator.

“I first met Maggie in the autumn of 1947, a week before Thanksgiving, when we 
were introduced to each other. She was already known as a poised, graceful, 
articulate, and gentle lady from a good family who was very much ahead of her 
time. Back then, few women went to college. But Maggie not only earned her 
undergraduate degree in education from the University of Hawaii, she went on to 
earn a master’s in education from Columbia University in New York City. With her 
graduate degree, she returned home to Hawaii, and began her career as a speech 
instructor at UH.

“I, too, had returned home - from the war and from my injury rehabilitation 
regimen that I had undergone on the mainland. I was enrolled at the University of 
Hawaii, and was still trying to chart my future. However, I was certain of one thing 
almost immediately after I met Maggie: I was going to marry her. I don’t think the 
possibility of marriage had ever occurred to me before that moment, but afterward 
it never left my mind. Everything I had and wanted to have suddenly became 
absolutely meaningless unless Margaret Awamura would share it with me.

“On our second date on December 6, 1947, I asked her to marry me. Without 
hesitation, she said, ‘Yes.’ Her answer made me feel like I was in heaven. She was
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willing to have as her lifelong partner a man who at that time was nothing more 
than a combat veteran on the GI Bill whose future was still uncertain. Her 
numerous other suitors had much more to offer, as they were already professional
men.

“During the 18 months before our marriage on June 12, 1949, we were an unusual 
couple on the UH campus. She was an instructor; I was an underclassman. Of 
course, it was Maggie’s salary as a teacher at the university that saw us through 
those first years of our marriage.

“In the early 1950s when I was studying at George Washington to earn my law 
degree, Maggie was the breadwinner, while I contributed what I received from my 
GI education benefits and my pension as a retired Army Captain. While I was in 
class, she was working at the Department of the Navy’s Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
first as a file clerk and soon she was promoted to administrative secretary.

When we returned to Hawaii, I went to work for the City and County of Honolulu 
as a Deputy Public Prosecutor, while Maggie returned to the University of Hawaii as 
an instructor in education. It was a position she would hold for six years.

“In 1964, five years after she left UH, Maggie gave birth to our son, Daniel K. 
Inouye, Jr. That was a most special day, perhaps because we became parents at a 
rather late stage in our lives. 

“Kenny and I - as well as the people of Hawaii - were blessed to have had Maggie in 
our lives. She was a most special woman, and she will always be in my heart.”

In addition to Senator Inouye and Daniel K. Inouye, Jr., Mrs. Inouye is survived by 
five sisters, Edith Satow of Carmarillo, California; Grace Murakami of Honolulu; 
Betty Higashino of Orinda, California; Shirley Nozoe of Honolulu; and Patricia 
Tyler of Sudbury, Massachusetts. Funeral arrangements are pending.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE MONITORS FLOODING SITUATION ON KAUAI, 
AND IS POISED TO SEEK FEDERAL AID IF NEEDED

Wednesday, March 15, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye said today he is closely 
monitoring the situation on Kauai, where the collapse of a reservoir has triggered 
flash flooding that claimed at least one life, stranded scores of people, and disrupted 
North Shore traffic. There are fears that a second reservoir may be breached.

“The situation on Kauai concerns me greatly, and my Hawaii-based staff is working 
to keep me informed of the situation. If local and state officials conclude that this is 
a situation that requires federal assistance, I am prepared to seek whatever aid is 
needed,” said Senator Inouye, a senior member of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee.

“As we have learned with the severe flooding of the University of Hawaii and Manoa 
Valley in 2004, federal assistance is invaluable in assisting with the recovery from 
this sort of catastrophe. As I did in the UH and Manoa Valley situation, I stand 
ready to move to secure federal emergency funds.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR MRS. INOUYE WILL BE HELD IN HONOLULU 
ON MARCH 23, SENATOR INOUYE ANNOUNCES

Wednesday, March 15, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced today that a memorial 
service for his wife, Margaret Awamura Inouye, will be held at Harris United Methodist 
Church in Honolulu on Thursday, March 23, 2006.

Harris United Methodist Church is located at 20 South Vineyard Boulevard, at the 
intersection with Nuuanu Avenue.

Visitation will be from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., with the hour-long service to follow, Senator 
Inouye said. Fellowship will be from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Aloha attire will be welcomed.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the University of Hawaii Foundation to 
support the Dan and Maggie Inouye Distinguished Chair in Democratic Ideals at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. The mailing address for the Foundation is: University of 
Hawaii Foundation, Post Office Box 11270, Honolulu, Hawaii 96828-0270.

Senator Inouye said he and his son, Daniel K. Inouye, Jr., were deeply touched by the many 
expressions of sympathy that they have received by phone, e-mail, and letter. “If Maggie 
were still with us, she, too, would be moved, and would want to thank everyone who 
remembered her,” Senator Inouye said. “She always cherished and valued her friends, 
acquaintances, and the people of Hawaii.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR MRS. MAGGIE INOUYE 
IN HONOLULU ON MARCH 23rd

 

Tuesday, March 21, 2006 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
 
 

HONOLULU — The memorial service for Margaret Awamura Inouye will be held 
on Thursday, March 23rd, at Harris United Methodist Church. Visitation will be 
from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., with the hour-long service to follow. Fellowship will be 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Press cameras will not be allowed in the church prior to 
and during the service.

Alternate/overflow parking will be available at Central Middle School by entering 
from Queen Emma Street or Kukui Street (via Queen Emma), with frequent shuttles 
to Harris United Methodist Church.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the University of Hawaii Foundation to 
support the Dan and Maggie Inouye Distinguished Chair in Democratic Ideals, and 
brought to the memorial service. Otherwise, the mailing address for the Foundation 
is: University of Hawaii Foundation, Post Office Box 11270, Honolulu, Hawaii 
96828-0270. 

Senator Inouye said he and his son, Daniel K. Inouye, Jr., were deeply touched by 
the many expressions of sympathy that they have received by phone, e-mail, and 
letter. “If Maggie were still with us, she, too, would be moved, and would want to 
thank everyone who remembered her,” Senator Inouye said. “She always cherished 
and valued her friends, acquaintances, and the people of Hawaii.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE TRAVELS TO KAUAI TO SURVEY AND 
RECEIVE BRIEFING ON FLOOD SITUATION

THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Honolulu, Hawaii - On Friday, March 24th, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye will 
travel to Kauai to personally survey the current flood situation , and to receive a 
briefing on the cleanup efforts and mitigation requirement, as he prepares an 
emergency disaster assistance federal funding request for Kauai and Windward 
Oahu for inclusion in the Fiscal Year 2006 Supplemental Appropriations bill. 
Deliberations on this spending measure are likely to begin in the Senate early next 
month.

Senator Inouye will touch down in Lihue at approximately 11:30 a.m., and will 
board a UH-60 helicopter for an aerial view of the Kalaheo-Waimea area followed 
by an aerial view of the Kilauea devastation.

Upon landing at the Princeville Airport at about 12:30 p.m., Senator Inouye will 
conduct a ground inspection of the damage sustained by Kuhio Highway and 
surrounding areas.

At about 1:15 p.m., Senator Inouye will arrive at the Kilauea Community Center to 
visit the newly opened Disaster Assistance Recovery Center and will receive a 
briefing from Federal, State and County officials, as well as hear from the farmers. 
The Senator will be available to the press at this time.

Senator Inouye will return to Lihue airport via helicopter later in the afternoon.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

FLOOD INVESTIGATION & ASSESSMENT TO BEGIN IN 
KAAAWA AND PUNALUU

Friday, March 24, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Honolulu, Hawaii -“As a result of the continued flooding on the windward side of 
Oahu, I have requested that the U.S. Corps of Engineers (Corps) conduct a flood 
assessment in Kaaawa and Punaluu at 100% federal cost to identify future flood 
mitigation measures - $300,000 to jumpstart this assessment has been secured,” says 
U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye.

 

“I am very pleased to see the community and local government agencies responding 
to help ensure the safety of their neighbors, protect their property, and in 
supporting the overall clean-up effort. This Kaaawa and Punaluu study will help to 
identify actions and provide the community and government agencies with a sense of 
the steps necessary to safeguard against future flooding. Additional funds will be 
provided as needed,” Inouye stated.

Further, the Corps continues to work with other government agencies on flood 
control planning work in Kahuku, including addressing specific flooding at Kahuku 
High School, and Wailele Stream in Laie. To date, approximately $12 million has 
already been spent toward the goal of effective flood control in Kahuku. The Corps 
discussed design alternatives with the community on March 14, 2006.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

HAWAII TO RECEIVE NEARLY $18.5 MILLION FOR PROJECTS RELATED 
TO AVIATION, PUBLIC BROADCASTING, AND PUBLIC HEALTH

Friday, March 31, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K, Inouye announced today that Hawaii 
will receive nearly $18.5 million in federal grants that will benefit local projects 
related to aviation, public broadcasting, and public health.

Six of the grants are from the U.S. Department of Transportation, and they total 
more than $17.3 million for aviation-related projects, Senator Inouye said. They are 
the following:

* $3,666,667 for Phase II construction of hangars at John Rodgers Field at 
Kalaeloa,

* $3,332,505 for construction of a general aviation apron at Lanai Airport that will 
cover an area of 15,000 square yards. The apron is needed to accommodate current 
and anticipated general aviation use, and to provide needed facilities for fueling 
operations, Senator Inouye said,

* $1.8 million to update the airport master plan study and the noise compatibility 
plan study for Kona International at Keahole Airport. The master plan update is 
needed to cope with the increased use of this airport, while the noise study is needed 
to assist airport officials in determining airport-noise impact on areas near the 
airport, Senator Inouye said.
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* $1,875,000 for terminal improvements at Honolulu International Airport that 
involve the removal and replacement of air-conditioning chiller units.

* $1,425,000 for improvements to the safety area of Runway 05/23, rehabilitation of 
the aircraft apron and Runway 05/23 at Kalaupapa Airport.

* $702,093 for improvements to the safety area of Runway 5/23 at Kahului Airport 
by removing drainage obstacles and installing underground piping.

“As an island state, aviation is a crucial part of our infrastructure,” Senator Inouye 
said. “The grants from the Transportation Department will help to ensure the 
vitality of our aviation network, particularly on the neighbor islands, and the 
beneficiaries will be the people of Hawaii, our local businesses, and the visitors to 
our unique state.”

Senator Inouye added that Hawaii Public Television and two local public radio 
stations will receive more than $624,000 in community service grant funds for Fiscal 
Year 2006. Hawaii Public Television will receive $471,862, KHPR in Honolulu will 
get $110,000, and KKCR in Hanalei will receive $42,066.

The community service grants from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting are 
used for the production or acquisition of local and national programming, for 
strengthening local services, such as educational workshops, and for operational 
expenses.

The Hawaii Primary Care Association will be awarded a grant for $515,000 from 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to enhance the delivery of 
primary care to underserved areas of the state.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

Contact; Mike Yuen 202-246-3463

INOUYE SECURES INCLUSION OF $33.5 MILLION IN DISASTER AID 
FOR KAUAI AND PARTS OF WINDWARD OAHU 

IN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS BILL

Tuesday, April 4, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — Eleven days after U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye toured flood- 
ravaged areas of the Island of Kauai, the Senate Appropriations Committee 
approved the Fiscal Year 2006 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Bill that 
includes a total of $33.5 million in disaster assistance for the Garden Isle and parts 
of Windward Oahu.

“I am extremely pleased that the Committee, at my request, included amendments 
that will go a long way to help Kauai recover from the devastating flooding that 
occurred recently on the North Shore of Kauai,” said Senator Inouye, a senior 
member of the panel. “I am glad that committee members realized that immediate 
action needed to be taken, that disaster relief needed to be included in the current 
fiscal year’s appropriation, and that the people of Kauai could not wait for 
assistance until the next fiscal year.

“I know the people of Kauai, Windward Oahu, and the State of Hawaii are thankful 
for the positive action the Committee took today. I also know that my colleagues, by 
advancing the Emergency Supplemental Bill, are telling the people of Kauai and
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Windward Oahu that they are not alone; my colleagues and I are ready to assist 
them in having their lives and livelihoods become whole again."

Because of the urgency resulting from the flood damage to Kauai, Senator Inouye on 
the morning of Friday, March 24, 2006, was en route to Kauai two hours after 
placing his beloved wife, Maggie Inouye, in her final resting place at the National 
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific.

In response to a question, Senator Inouye said: “I know Maggie would have wanted 
me to do this — to see first-hand the damage on Kauai, and to do my best to assist the 
people of Kauai in their time of need.”

After Senator Inouye toured the devastated areas of Kauai, he pledged to seek $15 
million to $30 million in federal emergency assistance.

When he returns to Hawaii next week, he will survey the flood-damaged areas of 
Windward Oahu.

Under the emergency legislation approved today, the following appropriations were 
made:

* $20 million for repairs to Kuhio Highway and other roads and road 
infrastructure.

* $6 million in transportation funds to help sugarcane growers cope with their 
losses.

* $3 million for the repair and rebuilding of the irrigation system 
infrastructure and removal of debris that are necessary because of the failure of the 
Kaloko Reservoir dam.

* $3 million to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for water systems technical 
assistance and flood plain management services.

* $1 million for crop disaster assistance.

* $500,000 for the U.S. Geological Survey’s Hydrologic Networks and 
Analysis Program to provide assistance with conducting assessments of critical
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reservoirs and dams on Kauai. Those assessments include reservoir-level 
instrumentation, post-flood hydraulic assessments, and monitoring of dam 
structures using light detection imagery.

A portion of the highway and agriculture assistance funds is for Windward Oahu.

The Fiscal Year 2006 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Bill was approved 
by the Senate Appropriations Committee by a vote of 27 to 1. The measure now 
advances to the full Senate for consideration.

-30-
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

Contact: Jennifer Sabas (808) 927-7706

INOUYE TO VISIT WINDWARD OAHU TO VIEW

AUTOMATED ALIEN SPECIES REMOVAL IN KANEOHE BAY

AND TO SURVEY DAMAGE FROM KAAAWA TO KAHUKU

MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Honolulu, Hawaii - At 12:15 p.m. on Tuesday, April 11th, U.S. Senator Daniel K. 
Inouye will participate in a short demonstration of the alien algae underwater 
suction system at the Lilipuna Pier for the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology in 
Kaneohe.

Then at 1:30 p.m., he will receive a tour and briefing on the flood damaged areas 
from Kaaawa to Kahuku. The briefing will begin at Kaaawa Elementary School 
and will end at 3:30 p.m. at Kahuku High School.

For additional information on where Senator Inouye will be during this time, please 
contact Aaron Leong at 393-1910.

-30-



04/11/2006 11:21 FAX -> PRESS A 0001/001

Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

HONOLULU WILL RECEIVE NEARLY $2.8 MILLION IN FEDERAL FUNDS 
FOR BUS-RELATED SERVICES, INOUYE SAYS

Tuesday, April 11, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HONOLULU — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced today that the City and 
County of Honolulu will receive a federal grant of nearly $2.8 million to help 
construct a bus transit center on Middle Street and to purchase three 40-foot-long 
replacement buses.

“I am proud to have played a role in securing this grant for the City and County’s 
Department of Transportation Services, which operates the nation’s 17th largest bus 
transit agency in the United States, and which has one of the highest per capita bus 
ridership ratios in the nation,” said Senator Inouye, a senior member of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. “The transit center and the replacement buses will help 
to ensure that Honolulu continues to provide excellent bus service.”

The Middle Street Intermodal Transit Center will serve as a transfer point for 
community-circular buses, limited-stop express buses, and connector buses serving 
that area of Honolulu. The center will be adjacent to the existing bus operations 
center, and serve as a new operations and maintenance center for paratransit 
services, such as The Handi-Van.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE TRAVELS TO HILO TO VISIT 
FEDERAL INITIATIVES

TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Honolulu, Hawaii - On Wednesday, April 12th, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye will 
travel to Hilo to visit several federal initiatives - two completed and open and two 
others under construction.

-30-

12:15 p.m. Visit and briefing at the Imiloa Center.

2:00 p.m. Tour the U.S. Forest Service’s Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry 
Complex and receive a briefing on the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Pacific Basin Agriculture Research Center, presently under 
construction.

3:15 p.m. Visit the Hilo Hospital and State Veterans Home site for a construction 
update.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE TO HELP HONOR HAWAII’S 
YOUTH VIDEO AWARD WINNERS, AND 
DELIVER REMARKS AT THE GRAND 
OPENING OF THE KALIHI YMCA

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
 
 
 

Honolulu, Hawaii - On Thursday, April 13th, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye will 
attend 2 public events on Oahu:

-30-

12:00 p.m. Deliver remarks and present awards at Olelo TV’s Youth Video 
Awards Luncheon at the Ihilani Resort.

4:30 p.m. Deliver remarks at the Grand Opening of the Kalihi YMCA’s new 
facility at 1335 Kalihi Street.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

Contact: Jennifer Sabas (808) 927-7706 

INOUYE TO ATTEND U.S. COAST GUARD CEREMONY 
AND VISIT ROUND TOP TO SURVEY FLOOD DAMAGE

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 

Honolulu, Hawaii - On Friday, April 14th, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye will
participate in 2 events on Oahu:

10:00 a.m. Attend the Commissioning Ceremony for the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter 
AHI at the Coast Guard Integrated Support Command on Sand Island. 
He will join Senator Daniel Akaka, who is the keynote speaker, and 
Mrs. Millie Akaka who is the sponsor of the ship.

2:00 p.m. Senator Inouye and Mayor Mufi Hannemann, together with a host of
federal, state and city officials, will survey the damage and receive a
briefing of the flood damage on Round Top Drive, off of Makiki Street. 
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE MEETS WITH CHINESE PRESIDENT HU JINTAO

Thursday, April 20, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye today met with Chinese President Hu 
Jintao during a luncheon at the White House, and later in the afternoon during a private 
meeting at Blair House in which he was joined by several other members of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives.

“I was most honored to be invited to join President Bush and first lady Laura Bush at a 
luncheon at the White House in honor of the President of the People’s Republic of China, 
His Excellency Hu Jintao, and China’s first lady, Madame Lin Yongqing,” Senator Inouye 
said. “I have long felt that stability and peace in the Asia-Pacific region are dependent on 
the good and positive-working relations between China, Japan, and the United States. The 
issues that were discussed by President Bush and President Hu are important, and the 
resolution of those matters will benefit China, the United States, and the entire Asia-Pacific 
region.

“I was invited to attend the White House luncheon with Senator Ted Stevens of Alaska. 
Senator Stevens and I are leaders of the Senate’s U.S.-China Inter-Parliamentary 
Exchange Group, and in January 2004, in Honolulu we signed a memorandum of 
understanding with our counterparts from China’s National People’s Congress to establish 
the exchange mechanism. The exchanges are crucial to promoting a deeper and first-hand 
understanding of each nation’s political process, culture, and perspective on issues of 
mutual concern.”

Senator Inouye is scheduled to make his fourth visit to China’s mainland when the Senate’s 
exchange group visits the People’s Republic in August of this year. He was one of the 
Senate’s leaders who participated in the Senate exchange group’s first visit to China in 
2004.

-30-



04/20/2006 18:37 FAX -► PRESS A @001/002

Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE SECURES $600,000 TO REPAIR IRRIGATION SYSTEM VITAL 
TO FARMERS ON OAHU’S NORTH SHORE

Thursday, April 20, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced today that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture will release $600,000 to repair portions of a 100-year-old 
irrigation system that is vital to farmers on the North Shore of Oahu. The federal 
funds, coupled with more than $900,000 in cash and materials from Kamehameha 
Schools and Dole Foods, will be used to repair the Helemano Siphon and selected 
pumps. Once the repairs are completed, 10 million gallons of water will again flow 
to the North Shore, Senator Inouye said.

Kamehameha Schools and the parent company of Dole Foods, Castle and Cooke, 
own the land on which the irrigation system rests.

Senator Inouye added: “I am well aware that the North Shore community, 
especially its agricultural sector, is highly dependent on the efficient functioning and 
operation of the irrigation-ditch system that begins with water stored at Lake 
Wilson. Recent failures in the distribution system have greatly limited the activities 
of North Shore growers during the past several months.

“I am pleased that the Department of Agriculture concluded that there were 
compelling reasons for my request for assistance. I also commend Kamehameha 
Schools, Dole Foods, and the North Shore Chamber of Commerce for their 
commitment and leadership in working together to ensure that the essential repairs 
to the irrigation system will be made.”
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When sugar reigned as Hawaii’s leading industry, Waialua Sugar leased nearly 
20,000 acres on the North Shore from Kamehameha Schools and Castle and Cooke 
for sugar production, and built and maintained a water-carriage system. But in 
1996, Waialua Sugar closed. As new tenants were found to farm the land, water 
resources became strained. Problems came to a head last year when the Helemano 
Siphon, which carries Lake Wilson water from Kamehameha Highway to the 
Opaeula and Waimea ridges, broke. When efforts were made to fix the siphon, 
other weak areas in the system were discovered. Water trucks and hydrant water 
had to be used as a temporary solution.

-30-
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

PRESIDENT’S DISASTER DECLARATION STRENGTHENS 
INOUYE’S CASE FOR DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR HAWAII

Senate Rejects Attempt to Strip Disaster Aid for State 
From Emergency Funding Bill

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[Note to Editors: This press release updates release issued earlier today; tops with 
announcement of President’s disaster declaration.]

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced that the President 
today issued a major disaster declaration for the State of Hawaii “due to damage 
resulting from severe storms, flooding, landslides, and mudslides” during the 42-day 
period that began on February 2, 2006. “I have authorized Federal relief and 
recovery assistance in the affected area,” the President stated.

The President’s emergency declaration strengthens the justification for the $33.5 
million in disaster assistance that, at Senator Inouye’s request, was included in the 
2006 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Bill, which the Senate could pass as 
early as tomorrow, Wednesday, May 3, 2006. “The President’s emergency 
declaration also bolsters the case we might make to secure additional disaster relief 
funds,” Senator Inouye said.

The disaster declaration came a few hours after the Senate voted 59 to 40 to reject 
an amendment introduced by U.S. Senator John McCain that would have barred $6
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million in emergency assistance from two Hawaii sugar companies that suffered 
significant losses during the 42 days of torrential weather that drenched Hawaii 
earlier this year.

Senator McCain, who, according to many observers, will likely seek the 2008 
Republican presidential nomination, argued that the $6 million was an unnecessary 
appropriation because the President has not even issued an emergency disaster 
declaration as a result of the severe weather that hit the islands, beginning on 
February 20, 2006.

Senator Inouye countered: “The Governor of Hawaii submitted a request on April 
10, 2006, eight days after the downpour and flooding ended, for a presidential 
disaster declaration. It is under consideration, and we believe a declaration will be 
issued.” Senator Inouye’s statement proved to be prescient.

“Furthermore, this earmark was not ‘sneaked’ into the Fiscal Year 2006 Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Bill,” Senator Inouye continued. “It was openly 
discussed with the Senate Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee, with 
authorizers, appropriators, and the Secretary of Agriculture, and they agreed there 
was a need for this earmark.”

During the floor debate, Senator Inouye asked his colleagues to show “compassion” 
and “understanding” by supporting the earmark. Seventeen Republican senators 
voted against the McCain amendment.

The earmark will aid the sugar companies Gay & Robinson, Inc., the family-run 
corporation on Kauai, and the Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar, Co., headquartered 
on Maui, with the losses they sustained to their sugarcane crops, and the damage to 
their irrigation canal systems and their roads. For Gay & Robinson, more than 100 
miles of its roads were severely damaged, and some roads must be rebuilt 
completely.

“It is estimated that crop losses for the two companies will total more than $14 
million for during the three-year period beginning this year,” Senator Inouye said. 
“Losses have occurred because most of the available labor has been directed to 
repairing infrastructure and away from normal production management Losses 
will also continue to occur because of the disruption and delays in planting new 
sugar crops.
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“It is undisputable that it will take more than $6 million to ensure the complete 
recovery of these two sugar companies that are a vital part of Hawaii’s economy.”

The $6-million earmark is part of a $33.5 million package of disaster assistance for 
Kauai and other parts of the state that is in the emergency appropriations measure.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

SENATE REJECTS ATTEMPT TO STRIP HAWAII DISASTER AID 
FROM EMERGENCY FUNDING BILL

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye said today he is pleased that the 
Senate voted 59 to 40 to reject an amendment introduced by U.S. Senator John 
McCain that would have barred $6 million in emergency assistance from two 
Hawaii sugar companies that suffered significant losses during the 42 days of heavy 
rains and flooding that drenched Hawaii earlier this year.

Senator McCain, who, according to many observers, will likely seek the 2008 
Republican presidential nomination, argued that the S6 million was an unnecessary 
appropriation because the President has not even issued an emergency disaster 
declaration as a result of the severe weather that hit the islands, beginning on 
February 20, 2006.

Senator Inouye countered: “The Governor of Hawaii submitted a request on April 
10, 2006, eight days after the downpour and flooding ended, for a presidential 
disaster declaration. It is under consideration, and we believe a declaration will be 
issued.

“Furthermore, this earmark was not ‘sneaked’ into the Fiscal Year 2006 Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Bill. It was openly discussed with the Senate 
Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee, with authorizers, appropriators, and the 
Secretary of Agriculture, and they agreed there was a need for this earmark.”

During the floor debate, Senator Inouye asked his colleagues to show “compassion”
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and “understanding” by supporting the earmark. Seventeen Republican senators 
voted against the McCain amendment.

The earmark will aid the sugar companies Gay & Robinson, Inc., the family-run 
corporation on Kauai, and the Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar, Co., headquartered 
on Maui, with the losses they sustained to their sugarcane crops, and the damage to 
their irrigation canal systems and their roads. For Gay & Robinson, more than 100 
miles of its roads were severely damaged, and some roads must be rebuilt 
completely.

“It is estimated that crop losses for the two companies will total more than $14 
million for during the three-year period beginning this year,” Senator Inouye said. 
“Losses have occurred because most of the available labor has been directed to 
repairing infrastructure and away from normal production management. Losses 
will also continue to occur because of the disruption and delays in planting new 
sugar crops.

“It is undisputable that it will take more than $6 million to ensure the complete 
recovery of these two sugar companies that are a vital part of Hawaii’s economy,”

The $6-million earmark is part of a $33.5 million package of disaster assistance for 
Kauai and other parts of the state that, at Senator Inouye’s request, was included in 
the supplemental appropriations measure.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

PRESIDENT’S DISASTER DECLARATION STRENGTHENS 
INOUYE’S CASE FOR DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR HAWAII

Senate Rejects Attempt to Strip Disaster Aid for State 
From Emergency Funding Bill

Tuesday, May 2, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[Note to Editors: This press release updates release issued earlier today; tops with 
announcement of President’s disaster declaration.]

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced that the President 
today issued a major disaster declaration for the State of Hawaii “due to damage 
resulting from severe storms, flooding, landslides, and mudslides” during the 42-day 
period that began on February 2, 2006. “I have authorized Federal relief and 
recovery assistance in the affected area,” the President stated.

The President’s emergency declaration strengthens the justification for the $33.5 
million in disaster assistance that, at Senator Inouye’s request, was included in the 
2006 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Bill, which the Senate could pass as 
early as tomorrow, Wednesday, May 3, 2006. “The President’s emergency 
declaration also bolsters the case we might make to secure additional disaster relief 
funds,” Senator Inouye said.

The disaster declaration came a few hours after the Senate voted 59 to 40 to reject 
an amendment introduced by U.S. Senator John McCain that would have barred $6

million in emergency assistance from two Hawaii sugar companies that suffered
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significant losses during the 42 days of torrential weather that drenched Hawaii 
earlier this year.

Senator McCain, who, according to many observers, will likely seek the 2008 
Republican presidential nomination, argued that the $6 million was an unnecessary 
appropriation because the President has not even issued an emergency disaster 
declaration as a result of the severe weather that hit the islands, beginning on 
February 20, 2006.

Senator Inouye countered: “The Governor of Hawaii submitted a request on April 
10, 2006, eight days after the downpour and flooding ended, for a presidential 
disaster declaration. It is under consideration, and we believe a declaration will be 
issued.” Senator Inouye’s statement proved to be prescient.

“Furthermore, this earmark was not ‘sneaked’ into the Fiscal Year 2006 Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Bill,” Senator Inouye continued. “It was openly 
discussed with the Senate Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee, with 
authorizers, appropriators, and the Secretary of Agriculture, and they agreed there 
was a need for this earmark.”

During the floor debate, Senator Inouye asked his colleagues to show “compassion” 
and “understanding” by supporting the earmark. Seventeen Republican senators 
voted against the McCain amendment.

The earmark will aid the sugar companies Gay & Robinson, Inc., the family-run 
corporation on Kauai, and the Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar, Co., headquartered 
on Maui, with the losses they sustained to their sugarcane crops, and the damage to 
their irrigation canal systems and their roads. For Gay & Robinson, more than 100 
miles of its roads were severely damaged, and some roads must be rebuilt 
completely.

“It is estimated that crop losses for the two companies will total more than $14 
million for during the three-year period beginning this year,” Senator Inouye said. 
“Losses have occurred because most of the available labor has been directed to 
repairing infrastructure and away from normal production management. Losses 
will also continue to occur because of the disruption and delays in planting new 
sugar crops.

“It is undisputable that it will take more than $6 million to ensure the complete
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recovery of these two sugar companies that are a vital part of Hawaii’s economy.”

The $6-million earmark is part of a $33.5 million package of disaster assistance for 
Kauai and other parts of the state that is in the emergency appropriations measure.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

Contact: Mike Yuen 202-246-3463

INOUYE GAINS SENATE APPROVAL FOR AN ADDITIONAL $1 MILLION 
FOR STORM RECOVERY ASSISTANCE

But McCain Undermines Inouye's Push for Safety Inspections 
of Dams and Reservoirs Throughout the State

Wednesday, May 3, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye’s efforts to provide additional 
storm-related relief for Hawaii met with mixed results today. The Senate approved 
the Senator’s amendment to an emergency spending bill that will provide $1 million 
to assess the state’s water quality in the wake of the spill of raw sewage that 
temporarily closed Waikiki beaches, but rejected his provision to provide $900,000 
for assessments of dams and reservoirs to ensure they do not fail, as happened with 
Kauai’s Kaloko Dam during the torrential rain and flooding earlier this year.

The floor action was marked by high drama. For the second consecutive day, U.S. 
Senator John McCain opposed Senator Inouye’s efforts, and insisted that the two 
amendments were wasteful “pork barreling.” Senator McCain asked: “When is 
enough enough?”

Later, Democratic Leader Harry Reid noted that the President had issued a disaster 
declaration for Hawaii for the 42-day period that began on February 2, 2006, and 
admonished Senator McCain for what he said was the Arizona Senator’s 
“offensive” remarks. “Have you no shame?” Leader Reid asked Senator McCain.
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Reid pointed out that Senator Inouye was doing his job in trying to secure federal 
funds for his state when an emergency occurs.

Following Leader Reid’s remarks, Senator McCain apologized to Senator Inouye.

The first amendment that Senator Inouye raised, for the inspection and evaluation 
of dams and reservoirs by the U.S. Geological Survey, was rejected mainly along 
party lines by a vote of 53 to 43.

“The Kaloko Dam failure highlighted the need to inspect all other critical reservoirs 
and dams statewide,” Senator Inouye said. The rejection of the amendment means 
that only Kauai’s dams and reservoirs will be inspected by the U.S. Geological 
Survey because of a $500,000 provision already included in the 2006 Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Bill.

“The floodwaters from the Kaloko Reservoir on Kauai compromised the 
downstream Morita Reservoir, which officials have now declared to be unstable and 
dangerous,” Senator Inouye said. “The Kaloko and Morita reservoirs were built in 
the 1890s by the Kilauea Sugar Co. for irrigation purposes,” Senator Inouye said.

The Senate voted 51 to 45 to approve Senator Inouye’s amendment to provide $1 
million to the Environmental Protection Agency to monitor and assess Hawaii’s 
water quality.

He told his colleagues that on March 24, 2006, a Waikiki sewer line, weakened by 
storm waters, ruptured, and sent more than 48 million gallons of raw sewage into 
the Ala Wai Canal and led to the closure of Waikiki beaches.

“The water quality of other beaches and streams on the Island of Oahu was severely 
impacted by the sustained heavy rains that caused sewer overflows and runoff of 
tremendous amounts of sediment and pollutants,” Senator Inouye said. “High 
bacterial levels exceeded the recreational water quality standard, and the State 
Department of Health required beach closures.”

Yesterday, Tuesday, May 2, 2006, the Senate rejected an amendment introduced by 
Senator McCain that would have stripped from the emergency funding legislation 
$6 million in assistance for two Hawaii sugar companies that suffered significant 
losses during the 42 consecutive days of torrential weather.
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Tomorrow, Thursday, May 4, 2006, the Senate is scheduled to vote on the 
emergency funding bill, which now includes $34.5 million to help Kauai and other 
parts of the state recover from the punishing weather.

-30-
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

SENATE APPROVES $37.5 MILLION IN STORM-RELATED ASSISTANCE 
FOR KAUAI AND OTHER PARTS OF HAWAII

Thursday, May 4, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — The Senate today passed the 2006 Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations Bill that includes $37.5 million in storm-related assistance for Kauai 
and other parts of Hawaii that were battered by 42 consecutive days of punishing 
rainstorms and floods earlier this year, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced. 
The vote was 78 to 20.

The House passed its version of the emergency spending bill by a vote of 348 to 71 on 
March 16, 2006.

“I am pleased that the Senate bill, which includes the much-needed assistance for 
Kauai and the state, is advancing to a House-Senate conference committee that will 
reconcile differences in the House and Senate versions of the legislation,” said 
Senator Inouye, a senior member of the Senate Appropriations Committee who was 
named a Senate conferee. “I am well aware of the crucial role the funds will serve in 
helping all affected areas of the state - as well as residents and businesses - in 
recovering from the havoc-causing weather. The funds will also help to ensure that 
the state can better withstand similar weather-related emergencies.”

As a result of the President’s declaration on May 2, 2006, that Hawaii was a disaster 
area because of the 42 days of torrential weather that began on February 2, 2006, 
the Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act was triggered. That 
means federal funds beyond the $37.5 million earmarked in the Senate bill will be
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available for individual, public, and hazard mitigation assistance, Senator Inouye 
said.

“Funds released through the Stafford Act can be used to clear the mudslide and 
debris from Round Top Drive in Honolulu, and reopen that road,” Senator Inouye 
said. “Homeowners on Kauai and Oahu may qualify for grants to repair damage 
that is not covered by insurance, and funds may be available to prevent or reduce 
long-term risk to life and property from natural hazards.”

Senator Inouye noted that the President has threatened to veto the final version of 
the emergency appropriations bill for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Gulf 
Coast hurricanes, and other emergencies, and that some Republicans have 
threatened to vote to uphold such a veto if the measure contains more than the $94 
billion the President requested.

“I would be very disappointed if the President were to veto the bill, and if the 
Republican majority upheld the veto,” Senator Inouye said. “The supplemental is 
more than what the President requested because the administration has consistently 
requested funds much lower than the actual cost of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and because the administration’s previous budgets to address crucial 
social needs have been unrealistically low. I can assure everyone that the emergency 
funds for Kauai and the rest of Hawaii address important - and necessary — needs as 
a result of the more than 40 days and nights of unceasing rainstorms, floods, and 
mudslides. The President himself recognized the urgent needs in Hawaii when he 
issued his emergency disaster declaration.”

The following are the Hawaii earmarks in the Senate emergency spending bill:

• $20 million for repairs to Kuhio Highway and other roads and road
infrastructure.

• $6 million in transportation funds to help sugarcane growers cope with their
losses.

• $3 million, through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), for the repair and rebuilding of the irrigation 
system infrastructure and removal of debris that are necessary because of the 
failure of the Kaloko Reservoir dam.

• An additional $3 million, requested by NRCS, for debris removal and stream
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bank stabilization throughout Oahu, particularly the Windward side and 
Aiea.

• $3 million to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for water systems technical
assistance and flood plain management services.

• $1 million to assess the state’s water quality in the wake of the spill of 48 
million gallons of raw sewage that temporarily closed Waikiki beaches, 
because a Waikiki sewer line, weakened by storm waters, ruptured. This was 
an Inouye-sponsored amendment that the Senate added to the emergency 
appropriations bill.

• $1 million for crop disaster assistance.

• $500,000 for the U.S. Geological Survey’s Hydrologic Networks and Analysis
Program to provide assistance with conducting assessments of critical 
reservoirs and dams on Kauai. Those assessments include reservoir-level 
instrumentation, post-flood hydraulic assessments, and monitoring of dam 
structures using light detection imagery.

A portion of the highway and agriculture assistance funds is for Windward Oahu.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

SENATE APPROVES $37.5 MILLION IN STORM-RELATED ASSISTANCE 
FOR KAUAI AND OTHER PARTS OF HAWAII

Thursday, May 4, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — The Senate today passed the 2006 Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations Bill that includes $37.5 million in storm-related assistance for Kauai 
and other parts of Hawaii that were battered by 42 consecutive days of punishing 
rainstorms and floods earlier this year, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced. 
The vote was 78 to 20.

The House passed its version of the emergency spending bill by a vote of 348 to 71 on 
March 16, 2006.

“I am pleased that the Senate bill, which includes the much-needed assistance for 
Kauai and the state, is advancing to a House-Senate conference committee that will 
reconcile differences in the House and Senate versions of the legislation,” said 
Senator Inouye, a senior member of the Senate Appropriations Committee who was 
named a Senate conferee. “I am well aware of the crucial role the funds will serve in 
helping all affected areas of the state — as well as residents and businesses — in 
recovering from the havoc-causing weather. The funds will also help to ensure that 
the state can better withstand similar weather-related emergencies.”

As a result of the President’s declaration on May 2, 2006, that Hawaii was a disaster 
area because of the 42 days of torrential weather that began on February 2, 2006, 
the Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act was triggered. That 
means federal funds beyond the $37.5 million earmarked in the Senate bill will be

Page 1 of 3



05/04/2006 20:20 FAX + PRESS A 0002

available for individual, public, and hazard mitigation assistance, Senator Inouye 
said.

“Funds released through the Stafford Act can be used to clear the mudslide and 
debris from Round Top Drive in Honolulu, and reopen that road,” Senator Inouye 
said. “Homeowners on Kauai and Oahu may qualify for grants to repair damage 
that is not covered by insurance, and funds may be available to prevent or reduce 
long-term risk to life and property from natural hazards.”

Senator Inouye noted that the President has threatened to veto the final version of 
the emergency appropriations bill for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Gulf 
Coast hurricanes, and other emergencies, and that some Republicans have 
threatened to vote to uphold such a veto if the measure contains more than the $94 
billion the President requested.

“I would be very disappointed if the President were to veto the bill, and if the 
Republican majority upheld the veto,” Senator Inouye said, “The supplemental is 
more than what the President requested because the administration has consistently 
requested funds much lower than the actual cost of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and because the administration’s previous budgets to address crucial 
social needs have been unrealistically low. I can assure everyone that the emergency 
funds for Kauai and the rest of Hawaii address important - and necessary - needs as 
a result of the more than 40 days and nights of unceasing rainstorms, floods, and 
mudslides. The President himself recognized the urgent needs in Hawaii when he 
issued his emergency disaster declaration.”

The following are the Hawaii earmarks in the Senate emergency spending bill:

• $20 million for repairs to Kuhio Highway and other roads and road
infrastructure.

• $6 million in transportation funds to help sugarcane growers cope with their
losses.

• $3 million, through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), for the repair and rebuilding of the irrigation 
system infrastructure and removal of debris that are necessary because of the 
failure of the Kaloko Reservoir dam.

• An additional $3 million, requested by NRCS, for debris removal and stream
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bank stabilization throughout Oahu, particularly the Windward side and 
Aiea.

• $3 million to the U.S, Army Corps of Engineers for water systems technical
assistance and flood plain management services.

• $1 million to assess the state’s water quality in the wake of the spill of 48
million gallons of raw sewage that temporarily closed Waikiki beaches, 
because a Waikiki sewer line, weakened by storm waters, ruptured. This was 
an Inouye-sponsored amendment that the Senate added to the emergency 
appropriations bill.

• $1 million for crop disaster assistance.

• $500,000 for the U.S. Geological Survey’s Hydrologic Networks and Analysis
Program to provide assistance with conducting assessments of critical 
reservoirs and dams on Kauai. Those assessments include reservoir-level 
instrumentation, post-flood hydraulic assessments, and monitoring of dam 
structures using light detection imagery.

A portion of the highway and agriculture assistance funds is for Windward Oahu.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

SENATE APPROVES $37.5 MILLION IN STORM-RELATED ASSISTANCE 
FOR KAUAI AND OTHER PARTS OF HAWAII

Thursday, May 4, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — The Senate today passed the 2006 Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations Bill that includes $37.5 million in storm-related assistance for Kauai 
and other parts of Hawaii that were battered by 42 consecutive days of punishing 
rainstorms and floods earlier this year, U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye announced. 
The vote was 78 to 20.

The House passed its version of the emergency spending bill by a vote of 348 to 71 
on March 16, 2006.

“I am pleased that the Senate bill, which includes the much-needed assistance for 
Kauai and the state, is advancing to a House-Senate conference committee that will 
reconcile differences in the House and Senate versions of the legislation,” said 
Senator Inouye, a senior member of the Senate Appropriations Committee who was 
named a Senate conferee. “I am well aware of the crucial role the funds will serve in 
helping all affected areas of the state - as well as residents and businesses - in 
recovering from the havoc-causing weather. The funds will also help to ensure that 
the state can better withstand similar weather-related emergencies.”

As a result of the President’s declaration on May 2, 2006, that Hawaii was a disaster 
area because of the 42 days of torrential weather that began on February 2, 2006, 
the Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act was triggered. That 
means federal funds beyond the $37.5 million earmarked in the Senate bill will be 
available for individual, public, and hazard mitigation assistance, Senator Inouye
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said.

“Funds released through the Stafford Act can be used to clear the mudslide and 
debris from Round Top Drive in Honolulu, and reopen that road,” Senator Inouye 
said. “Homeowners on Kauai and Oahu may qualify for grants to repair damage 
that is not covered by insurance, and funds may be available to prevent or reduce 
long-term risk to life and property from natural hazards.”

Senator Inouye noted that the President has threatened to veto the final version of 
the emergency appropriations bill for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Gulf 
Coast hurricanes, and other emergencies, and that some Republicans have 
threatened to vote to uphold such a veto if the measure contains more than the $94 
billion the President requested.

“I would be very disappointed if the President were to veto the bill, and if the 
Republican majority upheld the veto,” Senator Inouye said. “The supplemental is 
more than what the President requested because the administration has consistently 
requested funds much lower than the actual cost of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and because the administration’s previous budgets to address crucial 
social needs have been unrealistically low. I can assure everyone that the emergency 
funds for Kauai and the rest of Hawaii address important - and necessary - needs 
as a result of the more than 40 days and nights of unceasing rainstorms, floods, and 
mudslides. The President himself recognized the urgent needs in Hawaii when he 
issued his emergency disaster declaration.”

The following are the Hawaii earmarks in the Senate emergency spending bill:

• $20 million for repairs to Kuhio Highway and other roads and road
infrastructure.

• $6 million in transportation funds to help sugarcane growers cope with their
losses.

• $3 million, through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), for the repair and rebuilding of the irrigation 
system infrastructure and removal of debris that are necessary because of the 
failure of the Kaloko Reservoir dam.

• An additional $3 million, requested by NRCS, for debris removal and stream 
bank stabilization throughout Oahu, particularly the Windward side and Aiea.
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• $3 million to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for water systems technical
assistance and flood plain management services.

• $1 million to assess the state’s water quality in the wake of the spill of 48
million gallons of raw sewage that temporarily closed Waikiki beaches, 
because a Waikiki sewer line, weakened by storm waters, ruptured. This was 
an Inouye-sponsored amendment that the Senate added to the emergency 
appropriations bill.

• $1 million for crop disaster assistance.

• $500,000 for the U.S. Geological Survey’s Hydrologic Networks and Analysis
Program to provide assistance with conducting assessments of critical 
reservoirs and dams on Kauai. Those assessments include reservoir-level 
instrumentation, post-flood hydraulic assessments, and monitoring of dam 
structures using light detection imagery.

A portion of the highway and agriculture assistance funds is for Windward Oahu.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII 

INOUYE’S BILL TO PRESERVE INTERNMENT-CAMP SITES 
FROM WORLD WAR II APPROVED BY SENATE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, May 24, 2006

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — A Senate committee today approved legislation introduced by 
U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye that would preserve internment-camp sites where 
120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry were unjustly and unconstitutionally 
confined during World War II.

The Committee on Energy and Natural Resources approved the bill on a voice vote. 
The measure now advances to the full Senate.

“The purpose of this bill is to recognize a challenging period in our nation’s history, 
and teach us that prejudice and wartime hysteria must never again be allowed to 
justify the violation of human dignity and the fundamental freedoms afforded under 
the United States Constitution,” Senator Inouye said. “This legislation would enable 
not only Japanese-Americans - the largest group that was wrongly incarcerated - 
but also interned Americans of German and Italian ancestry to share their stories of 
courage, perseverance, and quiet determination. All interned Americans have a 
stake in preserving their internment history, and the internment sites will inspire all 
Americans to reaffirm their commitment to our national ideal of equal justice for 
all.”

Senator Daniel Akaka, one of the co-sponsors of Senator Inouye’s bill, added: “I 
was pleased to join my colleagues on the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources in favorably reporting Senator Inouye’s measure. This legislation will 
ensure that the historic sites where Japanese Americans were detained during 
World War II are preserved. All citizens, elderly and young, must continue to learn

Page 1 of 2



• 05/24/2006 3:10:59 PM FAXCOM PAGE 3 OF 3

from this important part of our country’s history.”

Also co-sponsoring Senator Inouye’s measure are Senators Barbara Boxer of 
California, Richard Durbin of Illinois, Kay Bailey Hutchison of Texas, and Orrin 
Hatch and Robert Bennett, both of Utah.

Under the provisions of Senator Inouye’s bill, the Secretary of the Interior would 
create a program within the National Park Service to restore and acquire historic 
confinement sites. The initial group of sites identified for acquisition includes 
Jerome and Rohwer, both in Arkansas; Topaz, Utah; and Honouliuli in southern 
Oahu. Japanese Americans were confined at these camps.

A bill similar to Senator Inouye’s was approved by a voice vote in the U.S. House of 
Representatives in November 2005.
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