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Palau Agriculture Development

Current Program and Future Plans

The following report represents a detailed summary of the accom-
plishments of the District Agriculture Department during the past year to-
gether with an outline of the program contemplated for the next twelve
months. This statement includes cost estimates and, where possible, tar-
get completion dates for various parts of the total program., Estimates
have been based on existing budgetary and personnel ceilings and the pro-
gram could be readily expanded to accommolate any increase in either,

COCONUT REHABILITATION

The coconut rehabilitation project has been the most satisfactory
part of the program. Even though the people arc concerned and reluctant
to attempt coconut replanting because of the rhinocerous beetle, they are
cooperative and interested.

The purpose of the government supporting this program is to
carry out adult education, and to encourage and supervise the coconut
replanting so that good producing and clean groves of coconuts are estab-
lished that will be able to withstand the ravages of the rhinocerous
beetle.

The program aims to have all plantings made in accordance with
the best approved practices known at the time., Through constant inspection
any cutbreaks of discase or insects will be checked by appropriate msasures.

I. Accomplishments

A. 1In October of 1953 the program was initiated in areas declared to
be out of danger from attacks by the rhinocerous beetle, A com-
plete survey of all existing groves was made in order to determine
the availability of good seed nuts, soil conditions, planting pro-
cedures, and the general feeling of the Palauans toward the pro-
Jjecte
Meetings and conferences were held to determine planting sites,
how the people would support the program, and a planting method
that would not interfere with the bectle control and clean-up pro-
cedure,

It was necessary for the District Agriculturist to make two trips
to Yap and one to the southwest islands in order to collect 11,000
seed coconuts,

Coconut nurseries were established in three different locations.
Seven thousand five hundred trees have been planted in Peleliu

in accordance with the best planting practices and in agreement
with the beetle control program.







